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ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 


WARREN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 


LATE  GOVERNOR-GENERAL  OP  BENGAL. 


IV.  PEINCESSES  OF  OUDE. 

I. 

That  the  reigning  nabob  of  Oude,  commonly  called  Asoph  ul 
Dowla  (son  and  successor  to  Sujah  ul  Dowla),  by  taking  into  or 
continuing  in  his  pay  certain  bodies  of  regular  British  troops,  and 
by  having  afterwards  admitted  the  British  resident  at  his  court 
into  the  management  of  all  his  affairs,  foreign  and  domestic,  and 
particularly  into  the  administration  of  his  finances,  did  gradually 
become  in  substance  and  effect,  as  well  as  in  general  repute  and 
estimation,  a  dependent  on,  or  vassal  of,  the  East  India  Company  ; 
and  was,  and  is,  so  much  under  the  control  of  the  governor- 
general  and  council  of  Bengal,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  aU  the 
native  powers,  the  English  name  and  character  is  concerned  in 
every  act  of  his  government. 

II. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  contrary  to  law,  and  to  his 
duty,  and  in  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, arrogating  to  himself  the  nomination  of  the  resident  at  the 
court  of  Oude,  as  his  particular  agent  and  representative,  and 
rejecting  the  resident  appointed  by  the  company,  and  obtruding 
upon  them  a  person  of  his  own  choice,  did  from  that  time  render 
himself  in  a  particular  manner  responsible  for  the  good  government 
of  the  provinces  composing  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. 
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III. 


That  the  provinces  aforesaid,  having  been  at  the  time  of  their 
first  connexion  with  the  company  in  an  improved  and  flourishing 
condition,  and  yielding  a  revenue  of  more  than  three  millions 
of  pounds  sterhng,  or  thereabouts,  did  soon  after  that  period  begin 
sensibly  to  decline ;  and  the  subsidy  of  the  British  troops  stationed 
in  that  province,  as  well  as  other  sums  of  money  due  to  the 
company  by  treaty  ran  considerably  in  arrear ;  although  the  prince 
of  the  country,  during  the  time  these  arrears  accrued,  was  other- 
wise in  distress,  and  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  all  his  establish- 
ments. 

IV. 

That  the  prince  aforesaid,  or  nabob  of  Oude,  did,  in  humble  and 
submissive  terms,  supplicate  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  be 
relieved  from  a  body  of  troops,  whose  licentious  behaviour  he  com- 
plained of,  and  who  were  stationed  in  his  country  without  any 
obligation  by  treaty  to  maintain  them ;  pleading  the  failure  of 
harvest  and  the  prevalence  of  famine  in  his  country  ;  a  compliance 
with  which  request  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  refused  in 
unbecoming,  offensive,  and  insulting  language. 


That  the  said  nabob,  labouring  under  the  aforesaid  and  other 
burdens,  and  being  continually  urged  for  payment,  was  advised  to 
extort,  and  did  extort,  from  his  mother  and  grandmother,  under 
the  pretext  of  loans  (and  sometimes  without  that  appearance), 
various  great  sums  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  6-30,000^. 
sterling,  or  thereabouts ;  alleging  in  excuse  the  rigorous  demands 
of  the  East  India  Company,  for  whose  use  the  said  extorted  money 
had  been  demanded,  and  to  which  a  considerable  part  of  it  had 
been  applied. 

VI. 

That  the  two  female  parents  of  the  nabob  aforesaid  were  among 
the  women  of  the  greatest  rank,  family,  and  distinction  in  Asia ; 
and  were  left  by  the  deceased  nabob,  the  son  of  the  one,  and 
the  husband  of  the  other,  in  charge  of  a  certain  considerable  part 
of  his  treasures  in  money  and  other  valuable  movables,  as  well  as 
certain  landed  estates,  called  jaghires,  in  order  to  the  support  of 
their  own  dignity,  and  the  honourable  maintenance  of  his  women, 
and  a  numerous  ofispring,  and  their  dependants ;  the  said  family 
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amounting  in  the  whole  to  two  thousand  persons,  who  were  by  the 
said  nabob,  at  his  death,  recommended  in  a  particular  manner  to 
the  care  and  protection  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

VII. 

That  on  the  demand  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  on  his  parents  for  the 
last  of  the  sums,  which  completed  the  six  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  they  the  said  parents  did  positively 
refuse  to  pay  any  part  of  the  same  to  their  son  for  the  use  of  the 
company,  until  he  should  agree  to  certain  terms  to  be  stipulated  in 
a  regular  treaty ;  and  among  other  particulars  to  secure  them  in 
the  remainder  of  their  possessions,  and  also  on  no  account  or  pre- 
tence to  make  any  further  demands  or  claims  on  them ;  and,  well 
knowing  from  whence  all  his  claims  and  exactions  had  arisen, 
they  demanded  that  the  said  treaty,  or  family  compact,  should 
be  guaranteed  by  the  governor-general  and  council  of  Bengal ;  and 
a  treaty  was  accordingly  agreed  to,  executed  by  the  nabob,  and 
guaranteed  by  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  the  resident  at  Oude,  under 
the  authority,  and  with  the  express  consent,  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  and  the  council-general,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the 
sum  last  required  was  paid,  and  discharges  given  to  the  nabob  for 
all  the  money  which  he  had  borrowed  from  his  own  mother  and  the 
mother  of  his  father. 

That  the  distresses  and  disorders  in  the  nabob's  government, 
and  his  debt  to  the  company  continuing  to  increase,  notwithstand- 
ing the  violent  methods  before  mentioned  taken  to  augment  his 
resources,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  21st  of  May,  and  on 
the  31st  July,  1781,  (he  and  Mr.  Wheler  being  the  only  remain- 
ing members  of  the  council-general,  and  he  having  the  conclusive 
and  casting-voice,  and  thereby  being  in  effect  the  whole  council,) 
did,  in  the  name  and  under  the  authority  of  the  board,  resolve  on  a 
journey  to  the  upper  provinces,  in  order  to  a  personal  interview 
with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  towards  the  settlement  of  his  distressed 
affairs ;  and  did  give  to  himself  a  delegation  of  the  powers  of  the 
said  council,  in  direct  violation  of  the  company's  orders,  forbidding 
such  delegation. 

VIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  by  his  appointment  met 
the  nabob  of  Oude  near  a  place  called  Chunar,  and  possessing  an 
entire  and  absolute  command  over  the  said  prince,  did,  contrary 
to  justice  and  equity,  and  the  security  of  property  as  well  as  to 
public  faith,  and  the  sanction  of  the  company's  guarantee,  under 
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the  colour  of  a  treaty,  which  treaty  was  conducted  secretly  without 
a  written  document  of  any  part  of  the  proceeding  (except  the  pre- 
tended treaty  itself),  authorize  the  said  nabob  to  seize  upon,  and 
confiscate  to  his  own  profit,  the  landed  estates,  called  jaghires,  of 
his  parents,  kindred,  and  principal  nobility ;  only  stipulating  a 
pension  to  the  net  amount  of  the  rent  of  the  said  lands  as  an 
equivalent,  and  that  equivalent  to  such  only  whose  lands  had  been 
guaranteed  to  them  by  the  company ;  but  provided  neither  in  the 
said  pretended  treaty,  nor  in  any  subsequent  act,  the  least  security 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  pension  to  those  for  whom  such  pension 
was  ostensibly  reserved ;  and,  for  the  others,  not  so  much  as  a 
show  of  indemnity ; — to  the  extreme  scandal  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, which,  valuing  itself  upon  a  strict  regard  to  property,  did 
expressly  authorize,  if  it  did  not  command,  an  attack  upon  that 
right,  unprecedented  in  the  despotic  governments  of  India. 

IX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  cover  the  violent 
and  unjust  proceedings  aforesaid,  did  assert  a  claim  of  right  in  the 
same  nabob  to  all  the  possessions  of  his  said  mother  and  grand- 
mother, as  belonging  to  him  by  the  Mahomedan  law  ;  and  this  pre- 
tended claim  was  set  up  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  the 
nabob  had,  by  a  regular  treaty  ratified  and  guaranteed  by  the  said 
Hastings  as  governor-general,  renounced  and  released  all  demands 
on  them.  And  this  false  pretence  of  a  legal  demand  was  taken 
up  and  acted  upon  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  without  laying 
the  said  question  on  record  before  the  council-general,  or  giving 
notice  to  the  persons  to  be  affected  thereby,  to  support  their 
rights  before  any  of  the  principal  magistrates  and  expounders  of 
the  ^lahomedan  law,  or  taking  publicly  the  opinions  of  any  person 
conversant  therein. 

X. 

That  in  order  to  give  further  colour  to  the  acts  of  HI  faith  and 
violence  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause  to  be  taken 
at  Lucknow,  and  other  places,  before  divers  persons,  and  particu- 
larly before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Knight,  his  majesty's  chief  justice, 
acting  extra-judicially,  and  not  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction, 
several  passionate,  careless,  irrelevant,  and  irregular  affidavits, 
consistmg  of  matter  not  fit  to  be  deposed  on  oath;  of  reports, 
conjectures,  and  hearsays;  some  of  the  persons  swearing  to  the 
said  hearsays  having  declined  to  declare  from  whom  they  heard  the 
accounts  at  second-hand  sworn  to ;  the  said  affidavits  in  general 


AGAINST   WARREN    HASTINGS,    ESQ.  7 

tending  to  support  the  calumnious  charge  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  namely,  that  the  aged  women  before  mentioned  had 
formed  or  engaged  in  a  plan  for  the  deposition  of  their  son  and 
sovereign,  and  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  English  nation:  and 
neither  the  said  charge  against  persons,  whose  dependence  was 
principally,  if  not  wholly,  on  the  good  faith  of  this  nation,  and 
highly  affecting  the  honour,  property,  and  even  lives,  of  women  of 
the  highest  condition ;  nor  the  affidavits  intended  to  support  the 
same,  extra-judicially  taken  ex  parte,  and  without  notice,  by  the 
said  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  communicated 
to  the  parties  charged,  or  to  any  agent  for  them ;  nor  were  they 
called  upon  to  answer,  nor  any  explanation  demanded  of  them. 

XI. 

That  the  article  afifecting  private  property  secured  by  public 
acts,  in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  contains  nothing  more  than  a 
general  permission,  given  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  confiscating 
such  jaghires,  or  landed  estates,  with  the  modifications  therein 
contained,  "  as  he  [the  nabob]  may  find  necessary  ;■"  but  does  not 
directly  point  at,  or  express  by  name,  any  of  the  landed  possessions 
of  the  nabob's  mother.  But  soon  after  the  signing  of  the  said 
pretended  treaty  (that  is,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1781),  it  did 
appear  that  a  principal  object  thereof  was  to  enable  the  nabob  to 
seize  upon  the  estates  of  his  female  parents  aforesaid,  which  had 
been  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  East  India  Company.  And 
although  in  the  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  aforesaid,  nothing 
more  is  purported  than  to  give  a  simple  permission  to  the  nabob 
to  seize  upon  and  confiscate  the  estates,  leaving  the  execution  or 
non-execution  of  the  same  wholly  to  his  discretion,  yet  it  appears, 
by  several  letters  from  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  the  resident 
at  the  court  of  Oude,  of  the  6th,  7th,  and  9th  of  December,  1781, 
that  no  such  discretion,  as  expressed  in  the  treaty,  was  left,  or 
intended  to  be  left,  with  him  the  said  nabob ;  but  that  the  said 
article  ought  practically  to  have  a  construction  of  a  directly  con- 
trary tendency ;  that  instead  of  considering  the  article  as  origi- 
nating from  the  nabob,  and  containing  a  power  provided  in  his 
favour,  which  he  did  not  possess  before,  the  confiscation  of  the 
jaghires  aforesaid  was  to  be  considered  as  a  measure  from  the 
English,  and  to  be  intended  for  their  benefit,  and  as  such,  that  the 
execution  was  to  be  forced  upon  him ;  and  the  execution  thereof 
was  accordingly  forced  upon  him.  And  the  resident,  Middleton, 
on  the  nabob's  refusal  to  act  in  contradiction  to  his  sworn  engage- 
ment guaranteed  by  the  East  India  Company,  and  in  the  undutiful 
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and  unnatural  manner  required,  did  totally  supersede  his  authority 
in  his  own  dominions,  considering  himself  as  empowered  so  to  act 
by  the  instructions  of  the  said  Hastings,  although  he  had  reason 
to  apprehend  a  general  insurrection  in  consequence  thereof,  and 
that  he  found  it  necessary  to  remove  his  family,  "  which  he  did  not 
wish  to  retain  there,  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  the  nabob,  or  the 
necessity  of  employing  the  British  forces  in  the  reduction  of  his 
aumils  and  troops ;"  and  he  did  accordingly,  as  sovereign,  issue  his 
own  edicts  and  warrants,  in  defiance  of  the  resistance  of  the  nabob, 
in  the  manner  by  him  described  in  the  lett-ers  aforesaid,  in  a  letter 
of  6th  December,  1781,  that  is  to  say,  "  Finding  the  nabob  waver- 
ing in  his  determination  about  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  I  this 
day,  in  presence  of  and  with  the  minister's  concurrence,  ordered 
the  necessary  perwannahs  to  be  written  to  the  several  aumils  for 
that  purpose ;  and  it  was  my  firm  resolution  to  have  dispatched 
them  this  evening,  with  proper  people  to  see  them  punctually  and 
implicitly  carried  into  execution ;  but  before  they  were  all  trans- 
cribed I  received  a  message  from  the  nabob,  who  had  been  in- 
formed by  the  minister  of  the  resolution  I  had  taken,  entreating 
that  I  would  withhold  the  perwannahs  until  to-morrow  morning, 
when  he  would  attend  me,  and  afford  me  satisfaction  on  this  point. 
As  the  loss  of  a  few  hours  in  the  dispatch  of  the  perwannahs  ap- 
peared of  Uttle  moment,  and  as  it  is  possible  the  nabob,  seeing  that 
the  business  will  at  all  events  be  done,  may  make  it  an  act  of  his  own, 
I  have  consented  to  indulge  him  in  his  requests ;  but,  be  the  result  of 
our  interview  whatever  it  may,  nothing  shall  prevent  the  orders  being 
issued  to-morrow,  either  by  him  or  myself,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
ministers.  Your  pleasiu-e  respecting  the  begums  I  have  learnt 
from  Sir  Elijah;  and  the  measure  heretofore  proposed  will  soon 
follow  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires.  From  both,  or  indeed  from 
the  former  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  complete  liquidation  of 
the  company's  balance."  And  also  in  another  letter  of  the 
7th  December,  1781,  "  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you 
yesterday,  informing  you  of  the  steps  I  had  taken  in  regard  to 
the  resumption  of  the  jaghires.  This  morning  the  vizier  cams 
to  ms  according  to  his  agreement,  hut  seemingly  vnthout  any  irir- 
iention  or  desire  to  yield  me  satisfaction  on  the  subject  under 
discussion ;  for  after  a  great  deal  of  conversation,  consistinq  on  his 
part  of  trifling  evasion,  and  pueri,le  excuses  for  withholding  his  assent 
to  the  mmsure,  though  at  the  same  time  professing  the  most  implicit 
submission  to  your  wishes,  I  found  myself  withmt  any  other  resource 
than  the  one  of  employing  that  exclusive  authority,  with  which  I 
consider  your  instructions  to  vest  me:  I  therefore  declared  to  the 
nabob,  in  presence  of  the  minister  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  I  desired 
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might  hear  witness  of  the  conversation,  that  I  construed  his  rejection 
of  the  measure  proposed  as  a  hreach  of  his  solemn  promise  to  you,  and 
an  unwillingness  to  yield  that  assistance,  which  was  evidently  in 
his  power,  towards  liquidating  his  heavy  accumulating  debt  to  the 
company,  and  that  I  must  in  consequence  determine  in  my  own 
justification,  to  issue  immediately  the  perwannahs,  which  had  only 
been  withheld  in  the  sanguine  hope  that  he  would  be  prevailed 
upon  to  make  that  his  own  act,  which  nothing  but  the  most  urgent 
necessity  could  force  me  to  maJce  mine.  He  left  me  without  any 
reply ;  but  afterwards  sent  for  his  minister,  and  authorized  him  to 
give  me  hopes  that  my  requisition  would  be  complied  with ;  on 
which  I  expressed  my  satisfaction,  but  declared  that  I  could  admit 
of  no  further  delays ;  and  unless  I  received  his  excellency's  formal 
acquiescence  before  the  evening,  I  should  then  most  assuredly 
issue  my  perwannahs ;  which  /  have  accordingly  done,  not  having 
had  any  assurances  from  his  excellency  that  could  justify  a  further 
suspension.  I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  inform  you  of  the  effects 
of  the  perwannahs,  which,  in  many  parts,  I  am  apprehensive  it  will 
be  found  necessary  to  enforce  with  military  aid.  I  am  not,  however, 
entirely  without  hopes  that  the  nabob,  when  he  sees  the  inefficacy 
of  further  opposition,  may  alter  his  conduct,  and  prevent  the  con- 
fusion and  disagreeable  consequences  lohich  would  be  too  likely  to  result 
from  the  prosecution  of  a  measxire  of  such  importance  without  his  con- 
currence. His  excellency  talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad,  for  the  pur- 
pose heretofore  mentioned,  in  three  or  four  days ;  /  wish  he  may 
be  serious  in  his  intention,  and  you  may  rest  assured  /  shall  spare  no 
pains  to  keep  him  to  it.'""  And  further,  in  a  letter  of  the  9  th 
December,  1781  :  "  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  on. the  7th 
instant,  informing  you  of  the  conversation  which  had  passed  be- 
tween the  nabob  and  me,  on  the  subject  of  resuming  the  jaghires, 
and  the  step  I  had  taken  in  consequence.  His  excellency  appeared 
to  be  very  much  hurt  and  incensed  at  the  measure ;  and  loudly  com- 
plains of  the  treacliery  of  his  ministers ;  first,  in  giving  you  any  hopes 
that  such  a  measure  would  be  adopted ;  and  secondly,  in  their  pro- 
mising me  their  whole  support  in  carrying  it  through:  but,  as  I 
apprehend,  rather  than  suffer  it  to  appear  that  the  point  had  been 
carried  in  opposition  to  his  will,  he  at  length  yielded  to  a  nominal 
acquiescence,  and  has  this  day  issued  his  own  perwannahs  to  that 
effect:  declaring,  however,  at  the  same  time,  both  to  me  and  his 
ministers,  that  it  is  an  act  of  compulsion.  I  hope  to  be  able  in  a 
few  days,  in  consequence  of  this  measure,  to  transmit  you  an 
account  of  the  actual  value  and  produce  of  the  jaghires,  opposed 
to  the  nominal  amount  at  which  they  stand  rated  on  the  books  of 
the  sircar." 
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XII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  expressmg  any  dis- 
approbation of  the  proceedings  aforesaid,  in  violation  of  the  rights 
secured  by  treaty  with  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  reigning 
prince  of  Oude,  and  not  less  in  violation  of  the  sovereign  rights  of 
the  nabob  himself,  did  by  frequent  messages  stimulate  the  said 
ISIiddleton  to  a  perseverance  in,  and  to  a  rigorous  execution  of, 
the  same ;  and  in  his  letter  from  Benares  of  the  25th  December, 
178],  did  "  express  doubts  of  his  firmness  and  activity,  and  above 
aU,  of  his  recollection  of  his  instructions,  and  their  importance; 
and  that,  if  he  could  not  rely  on  his  own  [power]  and  the  means  he 
possessed  for  performing  those  services,  he  would  free  Mm  [the  said 
Middleton]  from  the  charges,  and  would  proceed  himself  to  Luck- 
now,  and  would  Ai»ise^  undertake  them." 

XIII. 

That  very  doubtful  credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  letters  written 
by  the  said  Middleton  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  they 
answer  the  purposes  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  evi- 
dently in  view,  the  said  iliddleton  having  written  to  him  in  the 
following  manner  from  Lucknow,  .30th  December,  1761 : 

XIV. 

"  ily  dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  this  day  answered  your  pvhUc  letter  in  the  form  you  seem 
to  expect.  I  hope  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  may  appear  to  you  too 
pointed.  If  you  vnsh  the  matter  to  he  otherwise  mtderstood  than  1 
have  taien  tip  and  stated  it,  I  need  not  say  I  shall  he  ready  to  conform 
to  whatever  you  may  prescribe,  and  to  taie  upon  myself  any  share  of 
the  hlame  of  the  {hitherto)  non-performance  of  the  stipulations  made  on 
behalf  of  the  nahoh.  Though  I  do  assure  you  I  myself  represented 
to  his  excellency  and  the  mioisters,  conceiving  it  to  be  your  desire, 
that  the  apparent  assumption  of  the  reins  of  his  government  (for  in 
that  light  he  undoubtedly  considered  it  at  the  first  view)  as  specified 
in  the  agreement  executed  by  him,  was  not  meant  to  be  fuUy  and 
UteraUy  enforced,  but  that  it  was  necessary  you  should  hate  something 
to  show  on  your  side,  as  the  company  were  deprived  of  a  benefit  unthout 
a  requital;  and  upon  the  faith  of  this  assurance  alone,  I  believe  I 
may  safely  affirm  his  excellency's  objections  to  signing  the  treaty 
were  given  up.  If  I  have  understood  the  matter  wrong,  or  miscon- 
ceived your  design,  I  am  truly  sorry  for  it ;  hoKvter,  it  is  not  too  late 
to  correct  the  error ;  and  I  am  ready  to  undertake,  and,  God  tcillinei. 
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io  carry  through,  whatever  you  may,  on  receipt  of  my  public  letter,  tell 
ms  is  your  final  resolved 

XV. 

That  it  appears,  but  on  his  the  said  Middleton's  sole  authority, 
in  a  letter  from  the  said  Middleton,  dated  Lucknow,  2nd  December, 
1781,  that  the  nabob  of  Oude,  wishing  to  evade  the  measure  of 
resuming  the  jaghires  aforesaid,  did  send  a  message  to  him,  pur- 
poi-ting,  "  that  if  the  measure  proposed  was  intended  to  procure  the 
payment  of  the  balance  due  to  the  company,  he  could  better  and 
more  expeditiously  effect  that  object  by  taking  from  his  mother  the 
treasures  of  his  father,  which  he  did  assert  to  be  in  her  hands,  and 
to  which  he  did  claim  a  right :  and  that  it  would  be  sufficient,  that 
he  the  said  Hastings  would  hint  his  opinion  upon  it,  without  giving 
a  formal  sanction  to  the  measure  proposed ;  and  that  whatever  his 
resolution  upon  the  subject  should  be,  it  would  be  expedient  to  keep 
it  secret ;"  adding  "  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires  it  is  necessary  to 
suspend  till  I  have  your  answer  to  this  letter" 

XVI. 

That  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  Hastings  did  write  any 
letter  in  answer  to  the  proposal  of  the  said  Middleton,  but  he,  the 
said  Hastings,  did  communicate  his  pleasure  thereon  to  Sir  Elijah 
Impey,  being  then  at  Lucknow,  for  his  the  said  Middleton's  in- 
formation ;  and  it  does  appear,  that  the  seizing  of  the  treasures  of 
the  mother  of  the  nabob,  said  to  have  been  proposed  as  an  alternative 
by  the  said  nabob  to  prevent  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  was 
determined  upon  and  ordered  by  the  said  Hastings ;  and  that  the 
resumption  of  the  said  jaghires,  for  the  ransom  of  which  the  seizing 
of  the  treasures  was  proposed,  was  also  directed  ;  not  one  only,  but 
both  sides  of  the  alternative  being  enforced  upon  the  female  parents 
of  the  nabob  aforesaid,  although  both  the  one  and  the  other  had 
been  secured  to  them  by  a  treaty  with  the  East  India  Company. 

XVIII. *  •SeeOrig. 

That  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Knight,  his  majesty's  chief  justice  at 
Fort-^Villiam,  did  undertake  a  journey  of  nine  hundred  miles,  from 
Calcutta  to  Lucknow,  on  pretence  of  health  and  pleasure,  but  was 
in  reality  in  the  secret  of  these  and  other  irregular  transactions,  and 
employed  as  a  channel  of  confidential  communication  therein.  And 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  presuming  to  employ  the  said  chief 
justice,  a  person  particularly  unfit  for  an  agent,  in  the  transaction  of 
sSwxs,  prima  facie  at  least  unjust,  violent,  and  oppressive,  contraiy 
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to  public  faith,  and  to  the  sentiments  and  law  of  nature,  and  which 
he  the  said  Hastings  was  sensible  "  could  not  fail  to  draw  obloquy 
on  himself  by  his  participation,"  did  disgrace  the  king's  commission, 
and  render  odious  to  the  natives  of  Hindostan  the  justice  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain. 

XIX. 

That  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  from  the  beginning 
duly  informed  of  the  violence  offered  to  the  personal  inclinations  of 
the  nabob  in  the  "  apparent  assumption  of  the  reins  of  his  govern- 
ment'" for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  yet,  more  than  two  years  after, 
he  did  write  to  his  private  agent,  Major  Palmer,  that  is  to  say,  in 
his  letter  of  the  6th  of  May,  1783,  "that  it  has  been  a  matter  of 
equal  surprise  and  concern  to  him,  to  learn  from  the  letters  of  the 
resident,  that  the  nabob  vizier  was  with  diiBculty,  and  almost 
unconquerable  reluctance,  induced  to  give  his  consent  to  the  attach- 
ment of  the  treasure  deposited  by  his  father  under  the  charge  of 
the  begum  his  mother,  and  to  the  resumption  of  her  jaghire,  and 
the  other  jaghires  of  the  individuals  of  his  family  ;■"  which  pretence 
of  ignorance  of  the  nabob's  inclinations  is  fictitious  and  groundless. 
But  whatever  deception  he  might  pretend  to  be  in  concerning  the 
original  intention  of  the  nabob,  he  was  not,  nor  did  he  pretend  to  be, 
ignorant  of  his  the  nabob's  reluctance  to  proceed  in  the  said 
measures ;  but  did  admit  his  knowledge  of  the  nabob's  reluctance 
to  their  full  execution,  and  yet  did  justify  the  same  as  follows : 

XX. 

"  I  desire  that  you  will  inform  him  (the  nabob),  that  in  these 
and  the  other  measures,  which  were  either  proposed  by  him,  or 
received  his  concurrence  in  the  agreement  passed  between  us  at 
Chunar,  I  neither  had  nor  could  have  any  object  hut  his  relief,  and 
the  strengthening  of  his  connexion  with  the  company;  and  that  I 
should  not  on  any  other  ground  have  exposed  myself  to  tJie  personal 
obloquy,  which  they  could  not  fail  to  draw  upon  me  by  my  participation 
in  them,  but  left  him  to  regulate,  by  his  own  discretion,  and  by  his 
own  means,  the  economy  of  his  own  finances,  and,  with  much  more 
cause,  the  assertion  of  his  domestic  right.  In  these  he  had  no  regular 
claim  to  my  interference ;  nor  had  I,  in  my  public  character,  any 
claim  upon  him,  but  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  then  due  from  him 
to  the  company,  although  I  was  under  the  strongest  obhgations  to 

require  it  for  the  relief  of  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their  affairs. 

He  will  well  remember  the  manner  in  which,  at  a  visit  to  him  in  his 
own  tent,  I  declared  my  acquiescence  freely,  and  without  hesitation, 
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to  each  proposition,  which  afterwards  formed  the  substance  of  a 
written  agreement,  as  he  severally  made  them ;  and  he  can  want  no 
other  evidence  of  my  motives  for  so  cheerful  a  consent,  nor  for  the 
requests  which  I  added  as  the  means  of  fulfilling  his  purposes  in 
them.  Had  he  not  made  these  measures  his  own  option,  I  should 
not  have  proposed  them ;  hut  having  once  adopted  them,  and  made 
them  the  conditions  of  a  formal  and  sacred  agreement,  I  had  no  longer 
an  option  to  dispense  with  them,  but  was  bound  to  the  complete  perform- 
ance and  execution  of  them,  as  points  of  public  duty,  and  of  national 
faith,  for  which  I  was  responsible  to  my  king,  and  the  company  my 
immediate  superiors ;  and  this  was  the  reason  for  my  insisting  on  their 
performance  and  execution,  when  I  was  told,  that  the  nabob  himself 
had  relaxed  from  his  original  purpose,  and  expressed  a  reluctance  to 
proceed  in  itP 

XXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  admit  that  the  nabob  had 
originally  no  regular  claim  upon  him  for  his  interference,  or  he  any 
claim  on  the  nabob,  which  might  entitle  him  to  interfere  in  the 
nabob's  domestic  concerns ;  yet,  in  order  to  justify  his  so  invidious 
an  interference,  he  did,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  give  a  false  account 
of  the  said  treaty,  which  (as  before  mentioned)  did  nothing  more 
than  give  a  permission  to  the  nabob  to  resume  the  jaghires,  if  HE 
should  judge  the  same  to  be  necessary ;  and  did  therefore  leave  the 
right  of  dispensing  with  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  much  in 
his  option  after  the  treaty,  as  it  was  before ;  the  declared  intent  of 
the  article  being  only  to  remove  the  restraint  of  the  company's 
guarantee  forbidding  such  resumption,  but  furnishing  nothing  which 
could  authorize  putting  that  resumption  into  the  hands  and  power 
of  the  company,  to  be  enforced  at  their  discretion.  And  with 
regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  spoil  made  by  order  of  the  said 
Hastings,  and  by  him  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  stated  to  be  made 
equally  against  the  will  of  the  nabob,  namely,  that  which  was  com- 
mitted on  the  personal  and  movable  property  of  the  female  parents 
of  the  nabob,  nothing  whatsoever  in  relation  to  the  same  is  stipu- 
lated in  the  said  pretended  treaty. 

XXII. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  asserting  that  he  was  bound  to  the 
acts  aforesaid  by  public  duty,  and  even  by  national  faith,  in  the  very 
instance  in  which  that  national  faith  was  by  him  grossly  violated ; 
and  in  justifying  himself  by  alleging  that  he  was  bound  to  the  com- 
plete execution  by  a  responsibility  to  the  company,  which  he  imme- 
diately served ;  and  by  asserting,  that  these  violent  and  i-apacious 
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proceedings,  subjecting  all  persons  concerned  in  them  to  obloquy, 
would  be  the  means  of  strengthening  the  connexion  of  the  nabob 
with  the  British  united  company  of  merchants  trading  to  the  East 
Indies;  did  disgrace  the  authority  under  which  he  immediately 
acted.  And  that  the  said  Hastings,  in  justifying  his  obligations  to 
the  said  acts  by  a  responsibility  to  the  king,  namely,  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  did  endeavour  to  throw  upon  his  majesty,  his  lawful 
sovereign  (whose  name  and  character  he  was  bound  to  respect,  and 
to  preserve  in  estimation  with  all  persons,  and  particularly  with  the 
sovereign  princes,  the  allies  of  his  government),  the  disgrace  and 
odium  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  in  which  a  sovereign  prince  was  by  him, 
the  said  Hastings,  made  an  instrument  of  perfidy,  wrong,  and  out- 
rage to  two  mothers  and  wives  of  sovereign  princes ;  and  in  which 
he  did  exhibit  to  aU  Asia  (a  country  remarkable  for  the  utmost 
devotion  to  parental  authority)  the  spectacle  of  a  Christian  governor, 
representing  a  Christian  sovereign,  compelling  a  son  to  become  the 
instrument  of  such  violence  and  extortion  against  his  own  mother. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  repeated  messages  and 
injunctions,  and  under  menaces  of  "  a  dreadful  responsibility,'"  did 
urge  the  resident  to  a  completion  of  this  barbarous  act ;  and,  well 
knowing  that  such  an  act  would  probably  be  resisted,  did  order  him 
the  said  resident  to  use  the  British  troops  under  his  direction  for 
that  purpose ;  and  did  offer  the  assistance  of  farther  forces,  urging 
the  execution  in  the  following  peremptory  terms :  "  you  yo«rs«(/"must 
16th  Dec      he  personally  present ;  you  must  not  aUow  any  negotiation 

1781.  or  forbearance ;  but  must  prosecute  both  services,  until 
the  begums  (princesses)  are  at  the  entire  mercy  of  the  nabob." 

XXIII. 

13th  Jan.  That  in  conformity  to  the  said  peremptory  orders  a 

1782.  party  of  British  and  other  troops,  with  the  nabob  in  the 
ostensible,  and  the  British  resident  in  the  real  command,  were 
drawn  towards  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  in  the  castle  of  which  city  the 
mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  had  their  residence;  and 
after  expending  two  days  in  negotiation  (the  particulars  of  which 
do  not  appear),  the  resident  not  receiving  the  satisfaction  he  looked 
for,  the  town  was  first  stormed,  and  afterwards  the  castle;  and 
little  or  no  resistance  being  made,  and  no  blood  being  shed  on 
either  side,  the  British  troops  occupied  all  the  outer  enclosure  of 
the  palace  of  one  of  the  princesses,  and  blocked  up  the  other. 

XXIV. 

That  this  violent  assault,  and  forcible  occupation  of  their  houses, 
and  the  further  extremities  they  had  to  apprehend,  did  not  prevail 
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on  the  female  parents  of  the  nabob  to  consent  to  any  submission, 
until  the  resident  sent  in  unto  them  a  letter  from  the  isth  Jan. 
said  Warren  Hastings  (no  copy  of  which  appears)  de-  1782. 
daring  himself  no  longer  bound  by  the  guarantee,  and  containing 
such   other  matter   as  tended  to  remove  all  their  hopes,  which 
seemed  to  be  centred  in  British  faith. 

XXV. 

That  the  chief  officers  of  their  household,  who  were  their  trea- 
surers and  confidential  agents,  the  eunuchs  Jewar  Ali  Khan  and 
Behar  Ali  Kh§,n,  persons  of  great  eminence,  rank,  and  distinction, 
who  had  been  in  high  trust  and  favour  with  the  late  nabob,  were 
ignominiously  put  into  confinement  under  an  inferior  officer,  in 
order  to  extort  the  discovery  of  the  treasures  and  effects  committed 
to  their  care  and  fidelity.  And  the  said  Middleton  did  soon  after, 
that  is  to  say,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1782,  deliver  them  over  for 
the  same  purpose  into  the  custody  of  Captain  Neal  Stuart,  com- 
manding the  8th  regiment,  by  his  order  given  in  the  following 
words :  "  to  be  kept  in  close  and  secure  confinement,  admitting  of 
no  intercourse  with  them,  excepting  by  their  four  menial  servants, 
who  are  authorized  to  attend  them  until  further  orders.  You  will 
allow  them  to  have  any  necessary  and  convenience  which  may  be 
consistent  with  a  strict  guard  over  them." 

XXVI. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  severities  upon  herself,  and  on 
those  whom  she  most  regarded  and  trusted,  the  mother  of  the  said 
nabob  did  at  length  consent  to  the  delivering  up  of  her  treasures, 
and  the  same  were  paid  to  the  resident,  to  the  amount  of  the  bond 
given  by  the  nabob  to  the  company  for  his  balance  of  the  year 
1779-80,  and  the  said  treasure  "was  taken  from  the  most  secret 
recesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two  eunuchs." 

XXVII. 

That  the  nabob  continuing  still  under  the  pressure  of  a  further 
pretended  debt  to  the  company  for  his  balance  of  the  year  1780-81, 
the  resident,  not  satisfied  with  the  seizure  of  the  estates  and  trea- 
sures of  his  parents  aforesaid,  although  he  the  said  resident  did 
confess  that  the  princess  mother  "  had  declared,  with  apparent  truth, 
that  she  had  delivered  up  the  whole  of  the  property  in  Tier  hands, 
excepting  goods  which  from  the  experience  which  he  the  resident 
had  of  the  small  produce  of  the  sales  of  a  former  payment  made  by 
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her  in  that  mode  he  did  refuse,  and  that  in  his  opinion  it  certainly 
would  have  amounted  to  little  or  nothing  ;"  did  proceed  to  extort 
another  great  sum  of  money,  that  is  to  say,  the  sum  of  120,000^. 
sterling,  on  account  of  the  last  pretended  balance  aforesaid.  In 
order  therefore  to  compel  the  said  ministers  and  treasurers  either 
to  distress  their  principals  by  extorting  whatever  valuable  sub- 
stance might  by  any  possibihty  remain  concealed,  or  to  furnish  the 
said  sum  from  their  own  estates,  or  from  their  credit  with  their 
friends,  he,  the  resident,  did  order  their  imprisonment  to  be  aggra- 
vated with  circumstances  of  great  cruelty,  giving  an  order  to  Lieu- 
tenant Francis  Rutledge,  dated  20th  January,  1782,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

XXVIII. 

"  Sir, 
"  When  this  note  is  dehvered  to  you  by  Hoolas  Eoy,  I  have  to 
desire  that  you  order  the  two  prisoners  to  be  put  in  irons,  keeping 
them  from  all  food,  &c.  agreeable  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday. 

(Signed)         "Nath.  Middleton." 

XXIX. 

That  by  the  said  unjust  and  rigorous  proceeding  the  said  eunuchs 
were  compelled  to  give  their  engagement  for  the  payment  of 
]  20,000?.  sterling  aforesaid,  to  be  completed  within  the  period  of 
one  month ;  but  after  they  had  entered  into  the  said  compulsory 
engagement,  they  were  still  kept  in  close  imprisonment,  and  the 
mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  were  themselves  held  under 
a  strict  guard ;  although,  at  the  same  time,  the  confiscated  estates 
were  actually  in  the  company's  possession,  and  found  to  exceed  the 
amount  of  what  they  were  rated  at  in  the  general  list  of  confiscated 
Letter  from  ®®*^^^^  '■>  ^^^  although  the  assistant-resident  Johnson 
Mr.  Mid-  did  confess,  "  that  the  object  of  distressing  the  Bhow 
Feb™732'^  begum  was  merely  to  obtain  a  ready-money  instead  of  a 
dilatory  payment,  and  that  this  ready-money  payment, 
if  not  paid,  was  recoverable  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  upon  the 
jaghires  in  his  possession  ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  not  worth 
proceeding  to  any  extremities  beyond  the  one  described  (namely, 
Lucknow,  tbe  confinement  of  the  princesses,  and  the  imprisonment 
22nd  July,  and  fettering  of  their  ministers)  upon  so  respectable  a 
"•^^^  family." 

XXX. 

That  after  the  surrender  of  the  treasure,  and  the  passing  the 
bonds  and  obligations  given  as  aforesaid,  the  resident  having  been 
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strictly  ordered  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  not  to  make  any 
settlement  whatsoever  with  the  said  women  of  high  rank,  the  nabob 
was  induced  to  leave  the  city  of  Fyzabad  without  taking  leave  of 
his  mother,  or  showing  her  any  mark  of  duty  or  civility.  And  on 
the  same  day  the  resident  left  the  city  aforesaid;  and  after  his 
return  to  Lucknow,  in  order  to  pacify  the  said  Hastings,  who 
appeared  to  resent  that  the  nabob  was  not  urged  to  greater  degrees 
of  rigour  than  those  hitherto  used  towards  his  mother,  he  the  said 
resident  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  February,  give  him  an  assur- 
ance in  the  following  words:— "I  shall,  as  you  direct,  use  my 
influence  to  dissuade  his  excellency  from  concluding  any  settlement 
until  I  have  your  further  commands." 

XXXI. 

That  the  payment  of  the  bond  last  extorted  from  the  eunuchs 
was  soon  after  commenced,  and  the  grandmother,  as  well  as  the 
mother,  were  now  compelled  to  deliver  what  they  declared  was 
tlie  extent  of  the  whole  of  both  their  possessions,  including  down  to 
their  tahU  utensils ;  which,  as  the  resident  admitted,  "  they  had 
been,  and  were  still  delivering,  and  that  no  proof  had  yet  been 
obtained  of  their  having  more." 

XXXII. 

That  bullion,  jewels,  and  goods,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  were  actually  received  by  the 
resident  for  the  use  of  the  company  before  the  23rd  of  February, 
1782 ;  and  there  remained  on  the  said  extorted  bond  no  more  than 
about  25,000^.,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  eunuchs,  and  not 
above  fifty  thousand  according  to  that  made  by  the  resident. 

XXXIII. 

That  in  this  advanced  state  of  the  delivery  of  the  extorted  trea- 
sure, the  ministers  of  the  women  aforesaid  of  the  reigning  family 
did  apply  to  Captain  Leonard  Jaques,  under  whose  custody  they 
were  confined,  to  be  informed  of  the  deficiency  with  which  they 
stood  charged,  that  they  might  endeavour,  with  the  assistance  of 
their  friends,  to  provide  for  the  same,  and  praying  that  they  might 
through  his  mediation  be  freed  from  the  hardships  they  suffered 
under  their  confinement;  to  which  application  they  received  an 
insolent  answer  from  the  said  Richard  Johnson,  dated  February 
27th,  1782,  declaring  that  part  of  what  he  had  received  in  payment 
was  in  jewels  and  bulhon ;  and  that  more  than  a  month,  the  time 

VOL.  vii.  r 
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fixed  for  the  final  payment,  would  elapse  before  he  could  dispose  of 
the  same ;  insisting  upon  a  ready-money  payment,  and  assuring 
them  "  that  the  day  on  which  their  agreement  expired,  he  should 
be  indispensably  obliged  to  recommence  severities  upon  them, 
until  the  last  farthing  was  fuUy  paid."  And  in  order  to  add  to 
their  terrors  and  hardships,  as  well  as  to  find  some  pretext  for  the 
further  cruel  and  inhuman  acts  intended,  an  apparently  groundless 
and  injurious  charge  was  suggested  to  the  imprisoned  ministers 
aforesaid  in  the  following  words : — "  You  may  also  mention  to 
them,  that  I  have  reason  to  suspect  that  the  commotions  raised  by 
Bulbudder  have  not  been  without  their  suggestions  and  ahetTnent, 
which,  if  proved  upon  them,  in  addition  to  the  probable  breach  of 
their  agreement,  wiU  make  their  situation  very  desperated 

XXXIV. 

That  on  the  receipt  of  the  said  letter,  that  is,  on  the  2nd  March, 
the  ministers  aforesaid  did  aver,  that  they  were  not  able  to  obtain 
cash  in  lieu  of  the  jewels  and  other  effects ;  but  that  if  the  goods 
were  sold,  and  they  released  from  their  confinement,  and  permitted 
(as  they  have  before  requested)  to  go  abroad  among  their  friends, 
they  could  soon  make  good  the  deficiency ;  and  they  did  absolutely 
deny  "that  they  had  any  hand  in  the  commotions  raised  by 
Bidbudder,  or  any  kind  of  correspondence  with  him  or  his  ad- 
herents." 

XXXV. 

That  the  prisoners  aforesaid  did  shortly  after,  that  is  to  say, 
on  the  13th  March,  a  third  time  renew  their  application  to 
Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  the  resident,  and  did  request  that 
the  jewels  remaining  in  his  the  said  resident's  hands,  towards  the 
payment  of  the  balance  remaining,  "  might  be  valued  by  four  or  five 
eminent  merchants,  !Mussulmen  and  Hindoos,  upon  oath ;"  and 
that  if  any  balance  should  afterwards  appear,  they  would  upon  then- 
release  get  their  friends  to  advance  the  same  ;  and  they  did  again 
represent  the  hardship  of  their  imprisonment,  and  pray  for  relief ; 
and  did  again  assert  that  the  imputations  thrown  upon  them  by 
the  said  Eichard  Johnson  were  false  and  groundless ;  "  that  they 
had  no  kind  of  intercourse,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the 
authors  of  the  commotions  alluded  to,  and  that  they  did  stake  their 
lives  upon  the  smallest  proof  thereof  being  brought." 

XXXVI. 

That,  instead  of  their  receiving  any  answer  to  any  of  the  afore- 
said reasonable  propositions,  concerning  either  the  account  stated, 
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or  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  or  any  relief  from  the  hardships 
they  suffered,  he,  the  resident  ^Middleton,  did,  on  the  18th  of  the 
said  month,  give  to  the  officer,  who  had  supplicated  in  favour  of 
the  said  prisoners,  an  order,  in  which  he  declared  himself  "  under 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  recurring  to  severities,  to  enforce  the 
said  payment ;  and  that  this  is  therefore  to  desire  that  you  imme- 
diately cause  them  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  keep  them  so  until  I  shall 
arrive  at  Fyzabad  to  take  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary." 
Which  order  being  received  at  Fyzabad  the  day  after  it  was  given, 
the  said  eunuchs  were  a  second  time  thrown  into  irons.  And  it 
appears  that  (probably  in  resentment  for  the  humane  representa- 
tions of  the  said  Captain  Jaques)  the  resident  did  refuse  to  pay  for 
the  fetters,  and  other  contingent  charges  of  the  imprisonment  of 
the  said  ministers  of  the  nabob's  mother,  when  at  the  same  time 
very  liberal  contingent  allowances  were  made  to  other  officers ; 
and  the  said  Jaques  did  strongly  remonstrate  against  the  same  as 
follows : — "  You  have  also  ordered  me  to  put  the  prisoners  in 
irons — ^this  I  have  done ;  yet  as  I  have  no  business  to  purchase 
fetters,  or  supply  them  any  other  way,  it  is  but  reasonable  that 
you  should  order  me  to  be  reimbursed.  And  why  should  I  add  any 
thing  more  ?  A  late  commander  at  this  place,  I  am  told,  draws 
near  as  many  thousands  monthly  contingencies,  as  my  trifling  letter 
for  hundreds.  However,  if  you  cannot  get  my  bill  paid,  be  so 
obliging  as  to  return  it ;  and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
to  the  world,  that  I  believe  I  am  the  first  officer  in  the  com- 
pany's service  who  has  suffered  in  his  property  by  an  independent 
command." 

XXXVII. 

That,  in  about  two  months  after  the  said  prisoners  had  continued 
in  irons  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the  officer  on  guard,  in  a  letter 
of  the  18th  May,  did  represent  to  the  resident  as  follows  : — "  The 
prisoners,  Baher  and  Jewar  Ally  Khan,  who  seem  to  be  very 
sickly,  have  requested  their  irons  might  be  taken  off  for  a  few  days, 
that  they  might  take  medicine,  and  walk  about  the  garden  of  the 
place  where  they  are  confined.  Now,  as  I  am  sure  they  loill  ie 
equally  as  secure  without  their  irons,  as  with  them,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  inform  you  of  this  request :  I  desire  to  know  your  pleasure 
concerning  it."  To  which  letter  the  said  officer  did  receive  a 
direct  refusal,  dated  22nd  May,  1782,  in  the  following  words:— 
"  I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  proposal  of 
easing  the  prisoners  for  a  few  days  of  their  fetters.  Much  as  my 
humanity  may  be  touched  by  their  sufierings,  I  should  think  it 
inexpedient  to  afford  them  any  alleviation  while  they  persist  in  a 

c  2 
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breach  of  their  contract  with  me ;  and  indeed  no  indulgence  can 
be  shown  them  without  the  authority  of  the  nabob,  who,  instead  of 
consenting  to  moderate  the  rigours  of  their  situation,  would  be 
most  wiUing  to  multiply  them."  Endeavouring  to  join  the  nabob, 
whom  he  well  knew  to  be  reluctant  in  the  whole  proceedmg,  as  a 
party  in  the  cruelties,  by  which,  through  the  medium  of  her  servants, 
it  was  intended  to  coerce  his  mother. 

XXXVIII. 

That  the  said  resident,  in  a  few  days  after,  that  is  to  say,  on 
the  1st  June,  1782,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  in  command  at 
Fyzabad,  did  order  the  account,  as  by  himself  stated,  to  be  read  to 
the  prisoners ;  and,  without  taking  any  notice  of  their  proposal 
concerning  the  valuation  of  the  effects,  or  their  denial  of  the 
offences  imputed  to  them,  to  demand  a  positive  answer  relative  to 
the  payment ;  and,  "  upon  receiving  from  them  a  negative  or 
unsatisfactory  reply,  to  inform  them,  that  all  further  negotiation 
being  at  an  end,  they  must  prepare  for  their  removal  to  Lucknow, 
where  they  would  be  called  upon  to  answer  not  only  their  recent 
breach  of  faith  and  solemn  engagement,  but  also  to  atone  for  other 
heavy  offences ;  the  punishment  of  which,  as  had  frequently  been 
signified  to  them,  it  was  in  their  power  to  have  mitigated  by  a 
proper  acquittal  of  themselves  in  this  transaction."  By  which 
insinuations  concerning  the  pretended  offences  of  the  said  unhappy 
persons,  and  the  manner  by  which  they  were  to  atone  for  the  same, 
and  by  their  never  having  been  specifically  and  directly  made,  it 
doth  appear  that  the  said  crimes  and  offences  were  charged  for  the 
purpose  of  extorting  money,  and  not  upon  principles,  or  for  the 
ends  of  justice. 

XXXIX. 

That  after  some  ineffectual  negotiations  to  make  the  prisoners 
pay  the  money,  which  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  their 
power  to  pay,  they  were  again  threatened  by  the  resident,  in  a 
letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  dated  9th  June,  1782,  in  the  following 
terms: — "I  wish  you  to  explain  once  more  to  the  prisoners  the 
imprudence  and  foUy  of  their  conduct  in  forcing  me  to  a  measure, 
which  must  be  attended  with  consequences  so  very  serious  to 
them ;  and  that,  when  once  they  are  removed  to  Lucknow,  it  will 
not  be  in  my  power  to  show  them  mercy,  or  to  stand  between 
them  and  the  vengeance  of  the  nabob.  Advise  them  to  reflect 
seriously  upon  the  unhappy  situation  in  which  they  will  be  involved 
in  one  case,  and  the  relief  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  procure  them 
in  the  other ;  and  let  them  make  their  option." 
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XL. 

That  he,  the  said  resident,  did  also,  at  the  same  time,  receive 
a  letter  from  the  princess  mother,  which  letter  does  not  appear, 
but  to  which  only  the  following  insolent  return  was  made  ;  that  is 
to  say,  "  the  letter  from  the  Bhow  begum  is  no  ways  satisfactory, 
and  I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  answer  to  it.  Indeed  all  cor- 
respondence between  the  begum  and  me  has  long  been  stopped ; 
and  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  her  that  I  by  no 
means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  to  maintain  any  friendly  intercourse 
with  her,  until  she  has  made  good  my  claim  upon  her  for  the 
balance  due." 

XLI. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  threats,  and  to  prevent  a  separation 
of  the  ministers  from  their  mistresses,  several  plans  for  the  payment 
of  the  balance  were  offered  both  by  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  and 
the  prisoners,  to  which  no  other  objection  appears  to  have  been 
made,  than  the  length  of  time  required  by  the  parties  to  discharge 
the  comparatively  small  remainder  of  the  extorted  jj^-^  qjj_ 
bond ;  the  officer  on  command  declaring,  that,  con-  pin's  Letter, 
formably  to  his  instructions,  he  could  not  receive  the  J^*^  •^•"^®» 
same. 

XLII. 

That  the  prisoners  were  actually  removed  from  the  city  of  their 
residence  to  the  city  of  Lucknow,  where  they  arrived  on  the  24th 
of  June,  1 782,  and  were,  on  the  next  day,  threatened  with  severi- 
ties, "to  make  them  discover  where  the  balance  might  be  pro- 
curable." And  on  the  28th,  it  should  seem,  that  the  severities, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  were  inflicted,  at  least  upon  one  of  them  ; 
for  the  assistant-resident  Johnson  did,  on  that  day,  write  to 
Captain  Waugh,  the  officer  commanding  the  guard,  the  letter 
following,  full  of  disgrace  to  the  honour,  justice,  and  humanity  of 
the  British  nation. 

XLIII. 

"Sir, 

"  The  nabob  having  determined  to  inflict  corporal  punishment 
upon  the  prisoners  under  your  guard,  this  is  to  desire  that  his 
officers,  when  they  shall  come,  may  have  free  access  to  the  pri- 
soners, and  be  permitted  to  do  with  them  as  they  shall  see  proper, 
only  taking  care  that  they  leave  them  always  under  your  charge." 
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XLIV. 

That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  did,  further  to  terrify 
^n'sSer,  the  prisoners,  and  to  extort  by"  all  ways  the  remainder 
9th  July,  of  the  said  unjust,  oppressive,  and  rapacious  demand, 
^  threaten  to  remove  them  out  of  the  nabob's  dominions 

into  the  castle  of  Ohurnagur,  in  order  for  ever  to  separate  them 
from  their  principals,  and  deprive  both  of  their  reciprocal  pro- 
tection and  services,, and  did  order  a  further  guard  to  be  put  on 
the  palace  of  the  grandmother  of  the  nabob,  an  ally  of 
son's  Letter,  the  company,  and  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  pro- 
4th  July,  visions  to  her,  (which  order  relative  to  the  guard  only 
■  was   executed,)  and   did  use  sundry  unworthy  and  in- 

sulting menaces  both  with  regard  to  herself  and  to  her  principal 
ministers. 

XLV. 

That  a   proposal   was   soon  after  made  by  the  said 

''"l  tte     princess   and   her  daughter-in-law,   praying   that   their 

6th  July,    '   ministers  aforesaid  should  be  returned  to  Fyzabad,  and 

U^\  I.         offering  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  on  that  condition ;  as 

Mr.  John-  ,         ,  i  it  n  i.     i     •  i 

son's  Letter,  also  that  they  would  remove  irom  one  oi  their  palaces, 
22nd  July,  whilst  the  English  were  to  be  permitted  to  search  the 
other.  But  the  assistant-resident  Johnson  did,  instead 
of  a  compHance  with  the  former  of  these  propositions,  send  the 
following  orders,  dated  2.3rd  July,  1782,  to  the  officer  commanding 
the  guard  on  the  ministers  aforesaid :  "  some  violent  demands 
having  been  made  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  it  is  necessary 
that  every  possible  precaution  be  taken  for  their  security ;  you 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  be  very  strict  in  guarding  them ;  and 
I  herewith  send  another  pair  of  fetters  to  he  added  to  those  now 
ujpon  the  prisoners.""  And  in  answer  to  the  second  proposition, 
the  said  resident  did  reply  in  the  following  terms  :  "  The  proposal 
of  evacuating  one  palace,  that  it  may  be  searched,  and  then 
evacuating  the  next,  upon  the  same  principle,  is  apparently  fair ; 
but  it  is  well  known,  in  the  first  place,  that  such  bricked-up,  or 
otherwise  hidden  treasure  is  not  to  be  hit  upon  in  a  day  without  a 
guide.  I  have  therefore  informed  the  nabob  of  this  proposal,  and 
if  the  matter  is  to  be  reduced  to  a  search,  he  will  go  himself  with 
such  people  as  he  may  possess  for  information,  together  with  the 
prisoners ;  and  when  in  possession  of  the  ground,  by  pimishing  the 
prisoners  or  by  such  other  means  as  he  may  find  most  effectual  to 
forward  a  successful  search  upon  the  spot,  he  will  avail  himself  of 
the  proposal  made  by  the  Bhow  begum. 
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XLVI. 

That  probably  from  the  nabob's  known  and  avowed  reluctance  to 
lend  himself  to  the  perpetration  of  the  oppressive  and  iniquitous 
proceedings*  of  the  representative  of  the  British  government,  the 
scandalous  plan  aforesaid  was  not  carried  into  execution :  and  all 
the  rigours  practised  upon  the  chief  ministers  of  the  ladies  aforesaid 
at  Lucknow  being  found  ineffectual,  and  the  princess  mother  having 
declared  herself  ready  to  deliver  up  every  thing  valuable  in  her  pos- 
session, which  Baher  Ally  Khan,  one  of  her  confidential  ministers 
aforesaid,  only  could  come  at,  the  said  change  of  prison  was  agreed 
to ; — but  not  until  the  nabob's  mother  aforesaid  had  Major  GU- 
engaged,  to  pay  for  the  said  change  of  prison,  a  sum  of  fg"^^  j^"^''^' 
ten  thousand  pounds,  (one-half  of  which  was  paid  on  the  and  15th 
return  of  the  eunuchs,)  and  that  "  she  would  ransack  the  Sept.  1782. 
eenanah  (women's  apartments)  for  kincobs,  muslins,  cloths,  &c.  &c. 
&c.,  and  that  she  would  even  allow  a  deduction  from  the  annual 
allowance  made  to  her  for  her  subsistence  in  lieu  of  her  jaghire." 

XLVII. 

That  soon  after  the  return  of  the  aforesaid  ministers  . 
to  the  place  of  their  imprisonment  at  Fyzabad,  bonds  pin's  Letter, 
for  the  five  thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  and  goods,  isth  Sept. 
estimated,  according  to  the  valuation  of  a  merchant . 
appointed  to  value  the  same,  at  the  sum  of  forty  thousand 
pounds,  even  allowing  them  to  sell  greatly  under  their  value, 
were  delivered  to  the  commanding  ofiicer  at  Fyzabad ;  and  the  said 
commanding  officer  did  promise  to  the  begum  to  visit  Lucknow 
with  such  proposals  as  he  hoped  would  secure  the  small  lalance  of 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  remaining  of  the  unjust  exaction  afore- 
said. But  the  said  resident  Middleton  did  in  his  letter  of  the  I7th 
of  the  said  month,  positively  refuse  to  listen  to  any  terms  before 
the  final  discharge  of  the  whole  of  the  demand  ;  and  did  positively 
forbid  the  commanding  officer  to  come  to  Lucknow  to  make  the 
proposal  aforesaid,  in  the  terms  following :  "  as  it  is  not  possible  to 
listen  to  any  terms  from  the  begums  before  the  final  discharge 
of  their  conditional  agreement  for  fifty-five  lacs,  your  coming  here 
upon  such  an  agency  can  only  le  loss  of  time  in  completing  the 
recovery  of  the  balance  of  6,55,000,  for  which  your  regiment  was 
sent  to  Fyzabad.  I  must  therefore  desire  you  will  leave  no  efforts, 
gentle  or  harsh,  unattempted  to  complete  this,  before  you  move 
from  Fyzabad ;  and  I  am  very  anxious  that  this  should  be  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  I  want  to  employ  your  regiment  upon  other  emergent 
service,  now  suffering  hy  every  delayT 


24  ARTICLES   OF    CHARGE 

XLVIII. 

That  the  goods  aforesaid  were  sent  to  Lucknow,  and  disposed  of 
in  a  manner  unknown;  and  the  harsh  and  oppressive  measures 
aforesaid  being  still  continued,  the  begum  did,  about  the  middle  of 
October,  1782,  cause  to  be  represented  to  the  said  Middleton 
,,  .     „.,      as  follows:   "that  her  situation  was  truly  pitiable;  her 

Major  GU-  ,         t       i         ,  i      i       i  •   l 

pin's  Letter,  estate  Sequestered ;  her  treasury  ransacked  ;  her  cojahs 
17R0  *^''^'  prisoners ;  and  her  servants  deserting  daily  from  want 
of  subsist  Aice.  That  she  had  solicited  the  loan  of  money 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  company,  from  everj-  person  that  she 
imagined  would  or  could  assist  her  with  any ;  but  that  the  opulent 
would  not  listen  to  her  adversity. — She  had  hoped  that  the  ward- 
robe sent  to  Lucknow  might  have  sold  for  at  least  one-half  of  the 
company's  demands  on  her;  but  even  jewellery  and  goods,  she 
finds  from  woeful  experience,  lose  their  value  the  moment  it  is 
known  they  come  from  her.  That  she  had  now  solicited  the  loan 
of  cash  from  Almas  Ally  Cawn,  and  if  she  failed  in  that  application, 
she  had  no  hopes  of  ever  borrowing  a  sum  equal  to  the  demand." — 
A  hope  not  likely  to  be  reahzed,  as  the  said  Almas  Ally  was  then 
engaged  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  company's  use  on 
the  security  of  their  confiscated  lands,  the  restoration  of  which 
could  form  the  only  apparent  security  for  a  loan. 

XLIX. 

That  this  remonstrance  produced  no  effect  on  the  mind  of  the 
aforesaid  resident;  who  being  about  this  time  removed  from  his 
residency  did,  in  a  letter  to  his  successor  !Mr.  Bristow,  dated  23rd 
October,  1782,  in  effect  recommend  a  perseverance  in  the  cruel  and 
oppressive  restraints  aforesaid,  as  a  certain  means  of  recovering  the 
remainder  of  the  extorted  bond;  and  that  the  lands,  with  which 
the  princesses  aforesaid  had  been  endowed,  should  not  be  restored 
to  them. 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  duly  apprized  of  all  the 
material  circumstances  in  the  unjust  proceedings  aforesaid;  but 
did  nothing  to  stop  the  course  they  were  in,  or  to  prevent,  relieve, 
or  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the  parties  affected  by  them ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  25th  of  January,  1782,  to  the 
resident  ]Middleton,  declare,  "  that  the  nabob  having  consented  to 
the  resumption  of  the  jaghires  held  by  the  begums,  and  to  the 
confiscation  of  then-  treasures,  and  thereby  involved  my  own  name 
and  the  credit  of  the  company,  in  a  participation  of  both  measures 
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I  have  a  right  to  require  and  insist  on  the  complete  execution  of  them ; 
and  I  look  to  you  for  their  execution,  declaring  that  I  shall  hold 
you  accountable  for  it."  And  it  appears  that  he  did  write  to  the 
nabob  a  letter  in  the  same  peremptory  manner ;  but  the  said  letter 
has  been  suppressed. 

LI. 

That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  further  did  manifest  the  concern  he 
took  in,  and  the  encouragement  which  he  gave  to  the  proceedings 
aforesaid,  by  conferring  honours  and  distinctions  upon  the  ministers 
of  the  nabob,  whom  he,  the  nabob,  did  consider  as  having  in  the 
said  proceedings  disobeyed  him  and  betrayed  him,  and  as  instru- 
ments in  the  dishonour  of  his  family,  and  the  usurpation  of  his 
authority. — That  the  said  ministers  did  make  addresses  to  the  said 
Hastings  for  that  purpose  (which  addresses  the  said  Hastings  hath 
suppressed)  ;  and  the  resident  Middleton  did,  with  his  letter  of  the 
11th  of  February,  1782,  transmit  the  same ;  and  did,  in  the  said 
letter,  acquaint  the  said  Hastings,  "  that  the  ministers  of  the  nabob 
had  incurred  much  odium  on  account  of  their  participation  in  his 
measures,  and  that  they  were  not  only  considered  by  the  party  of  the 
dispossessed  jaghiredars,  and  the  mother  and  uncle  of  the  nabob, 
but  ly  the  nabob  himself,  as  the  dependants  of  the  English  government, 
which  they  certainly  are,  and  it  is  by  its  declared  and  most  obvious 
support  alone  that  they  can  maintain  the  authority  and  influence 
which  is  indispensably  necessary."  And  the  said  Middleton  did 
therefore  recommend,  "that  they  should  be  honoured  with  some 
testimony  of  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  approbation  and  favour." 
And  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  send  kellauts,  or  robes  of 
honour  (the  most  public  and  distinguished  mode  of  acknowledging 
merit  known  in  India)  to  the  said  ministers  in  testimony  of  his 
approbation  of  their  late  services. 

LII. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  only  give  the  aforesaid  public 
encouragement  to  the  ministers  of  the  nabob  to  betray  and  insult 
their  master  and  his  family  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  but  when  the 
said  nabob  did  write  several  letters  to  him,  the  said  Hastings,  ex- 
pressive of  his  dislike  of  being  used  as  an  instrument  in  the  dis- 
honourable acts  aforesaid,  and  refusing  to  be  further  concerned 
therein,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  suppress  and 
hide  the  said  letters  from  the  view  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  in 
his  instructions  to  the  resident  Bristow  did  attribute  them  to 
Hyder  Beg  Khan,  minister  to  the  nabob  (whom  in  other  respects 
he  did  before,  and  ever  since,  support  against  his  master),  and  did 
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express  himself  with  great  scorn  and  contempt  of  the  said  nabob, 
and  ^vith  much  asperity  against  the  said  minister;  affirming  in 
proud  and  insolent  terms,  that  he  had  "  by  an  abuse  of  his  influence 
over  the  nabob,  he,  the  nabob  himself,  being  {as  he  ever  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  some  person)  a  mere  cipher  in  Ms  (the  said  minister's) 
hand,  dared  to  make  him  (the  nabob)  assume  a  very  unbecoming  tone 
of  refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  in  opposition  to  m-easures 
recommended  by  ME,  and  even  to  acts  done  by  MY  autlwrity  ,•"  the 
said  Hastings,  in  the  instruction  aforesaid,  particularizing  the 
resumption  of  the  jaghires,  and  the  confiscation  of  the  treasures, 
that  had  been  so  long  sufiered  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  his  (the 
nabob's)  mother.  But  the  letters  of  the  nabob,  which  in  the  said 
instructions  he  refers  to,  as  containing  an  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sures recommended  by  him,  and  which  he  asserts  was  conveyed  in 
a  very  unbecoming  tone  of  refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  he, 
the  said  Hastings,  hath  criminally  withheld  from  the  company,  con- 
trary to  their  orders,  and  to  his  duty;  and  the  more,  as  the  said 
letters  must  tend  to  show  in  what  manner  the  said  nabob  did  feel 
the  indignities  offered  to  his  mother,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
said  ministers,  notwithstanding  their  known  dependence  on  the 
English  government,  did  express  their  sense  of  the  part  which  their 
sovereign  was  compelled  to  act  in  the  said  disgraceful  measures. 
And  in  further  instructions  to  him  the  said  new  resident,  he  did 
declare  his  approbation  of  the  evil  acts  aforesaid,  as  well  as  his 
resolution  of  compelling  the  nabob  to  those  rigorous  proceedings 
against  his  parent,  from  which  he  had  long  shown  himself  so  verj' 
averse,  in  the  following  words:  "the  severities  which  have  been 
increased  towards  the  begums,  were  most  justly  merited  by  the 
advantage  which  they  took  of  the  troubles  in  which  I  was  person- 
ally involved  last  year,  to  create  a  rebellion  in  the  nabob's  govern- 
ment, and  to  complete  the  ruin  which  they  thought  was  impending 
on  ours."  "  If  it  is  the  nabob's  desire  to  forget  and  to  forgive  their 
past  offences,  I  have  no  objection  to  his  allowing  them,  in  pension, 
the  nominal  amount  of  their  jaghires,  but  if  he  shall  ever  offer  to 
restore  their  jaghires  to  them,  or  to  give  them  any  property  in 
land,  after  the  warning  which  they  have  given  him  by  the  dangerous 
abuse  which  they  formerly  made  of  his  indulgence,  you  must  remon- 
strate in  the  strongest  terms  against  it :  you  must  not  permit  such 
an  event  to  taJce  place,  until  this  government  shall  have  received 
information  of  it,  and  shall  have  had  time  to  interpose  its  influence 
for  the  prevention  of  it."  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did 
in  the  manner  aforesaid  positively  refuse  to  admit  the  nabob  to 
restore  to  his  mother  and  grandmother  any  part  of  their  landed 
estates  for  their  maintenance,  did  well  know  that  the  revenues  of 
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the  said  nabob  were  at  that  time  so  far  applied  to  the  demands  of 
the  company  (by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings  aggravated  beyond 
the  whole  of  what  they  did  produce),  or  were  otherwise  so  far 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  several  of  the  servants  of  the  company, 
and  others,  the  dependants  of  him  the  said  Hastings,  that  none  of  the 
pensions  or  allowances,  assigned  by  the  said  nabob  in  lieu  of  the 
said  estates  confiscated,  were  paid,  or  were  likely  to  be  discharged, 
with  that  punctuality  which  was  necessary  even  to  the  scanty  sub- 
sistence of  tlie  persons,  to  which  they  were  in  name  and  appearance 
applied.     For, 

LIII. 

That,  so  early  as  the  6th  March,  1782,  Captain  Leonard  Jaques, 
who  commanded  the  forces  on  duty  for  the  purpose  of  distressing 
the  several  women  in  the  palaces  at  Fyzabad,  did  complain  to  the 
resident  Richard  Johnson,  in  the  following  words:  "the  women 
belonging  to  the  Khord  Mohul  (or  lesser  palace)  complain  of  their 
being  in  want  of  every  necessary  of  life,  and  are  at  last  driven  to 
that  desperation,  that  they  at  night  get  on  the  top  of  the  zenanah, 
make  a  great  disturbance,  and  last  night  not  only  alarmed  the 
sentinels  posted  in  the  garden,  but  threw  dirt  at  them  ;  they 
threaten  to  throw  themselves  from  the  walls  of  the  zenanah,  and 
also  to  break  out  of  it.  Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  of 
this  matter,  and  to  request  to  know  if  you  have  any  directions  to 
give  me  concerning  it.  I  also  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  I  sent  for 
Letafit  Ali  Khan,  the  cojah,  who  has  the  charge  of  them,  and  who 
informs  me  it  is  well  grounded,  that  they  haw  sold  every  thing  they 
had,  even  to  the  clothes  from  their  backs,  and  now  have  no  means  of 
suhsistingT 

LIV. 

That  the  distresses  of  the  said  women  grew  so  urgent  on  the 
night  of  the  said  6th  of  March,  the  day  when  the  letter  above 
recited  was  written,  that  Captain  Leonard  Jaques  aforesaid  did 
think  it  necessary  to  write  again,  on  the  day  following,  to  the 
British  resident  in  the  following  words:  "I  beg  leave  to  address 
you  again  concerning  the  women  in  the  Khord  Mohul  [the  lesser 
palace].  Their  behaviour  last  night  was  so  furious,  that  there 
seemed  the  greatest  probability  of  their  proceeding  to  the  uttermost 
extremities,  and  that  they  would  either  throw  themselves  from  the 
walls,  or  force  open  the  doors  of  the  zenanah.  I  have  made  every 
inquiry  concerning  the  cause  of  their  complaints,  and  find  from 
Lattafit  Ally  Khan,  that  they  are  in  a  starving  condition,  havinq 
sold  all  their  clothes  and  necessaries,  and  noio  have  not  whereimthal 
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to  support  nature ;  and  as  my  instructions  are  quite  silent  on  this 
head,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  case  they  were 
to  force  the  doors  of  the  zenanah,  as  I  suspect  it  will  happen, 
should  no  subsistence  be  very  quickly  sent  to  them." 

LV. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  representations  it  appears  that  the 
said  resident,  Richard  Johnson,  did  promise,  that  an  application 
should  be  made  to  certain  of  the  servants  of  the  nabob  vizier  to 
provide  for  their  subsistence. 

LVI. 

That  Captain  Jaques  being  relieved  from  the  duty  of  imprisoning 
the  women  of  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of  Oude,  an  ally  of 
the  company,  who  dwelt  in  the  said  lesser  palace,  and  Major  Gilpin 
being  appointed  to  succeed,  the  same  mahcious  design  of  destroy- 
ing the  said  women,  or  the  same  scandalous  neglect  of  their  pre- 
servation and  subsistence,  did  still  continue ;  and  Major  Gilpin 
found  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  new  resident  Bristow,  in  a  letter 
of  the  30th  of  October,  1782,  as  follows: 

LVII. 

"  Sir, 
"  Last  night  about  eight  o'clock  the  women  in  the  Khord  Mohul 
[lesser  palace]  or  zenanah  [women's  apartment]  under  the  charge 
of  Latafut  Ally  Khan,  assembled  on  the  tops  of  the  buildings, 
crying  in  a  most  lamentable  manner  for  food,  that  for  the  last  four 
days  they  had  got  hut  a  very  scanty  allowance,  and  that  yesterday  they 
had  got  none. 

LVIII. 

"  The  melancholy  cries  of  famine  are  more  easily  imagined  than 
described ;  and  from  their  representation  I  fear  the  nabob's  agents 
for  that  business  are  very  inattentive  ;  I  therefore  think  it  requisite 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  circumstance,  that  his  excellency 
the  nabob  may  cause  his  agents  to  be  more  circumspect  in  then- 
conduct  towards  these  poor  unhappy  women." 

LIX. 

That,  although  the  resident  Bristow  did  not  then  think  himself 
authorized  to  remove  the  guard,  he  did  apply  to  the  minister  of  the 
nabob,  who  did  promise  some  relief  to  the  women  of  the  late  nabob. 
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confined  in  the  lesser  palace  ;  but  apprehending  with  reason  that 
the  minister  aforesaid  might  not  be  more  ready  or  active  in  making 
the  necessary  provision  for  them  than  on  former  occasions,  he  did 
render  himself  personally  responsible  to  Major  Gilpin  for  the 
repayment  of  any  sum,  equal  to  one  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
which  he  might  procure  for  the  subsistence  of  the  sufferers.  But 
whatever  relief  was  given  (the  amount  thereof  not  appearing)  the 
same  was  soon  exhausted ;  and  the  number  of  persons  to  be  main- 
tained in  the  said  lesser  palace  being  eight  hundred  women,  the 
women  of  the  late  sovereign,  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  and  several  of  the 
younger  children  of  the  said  sovereign  prince,  besides  their 
attendants,  Major  Gilpin  was  obliged,  on  the  15th  of  November 
following,  again  to  address  the  resident  by  a  representation  of 
this  tenor :  "  Sir,  the  repeated  cries  of  the  women  in  the  Khord 
Mohul  zenanah  for  subsistence  have  been  truly  melancholy. 

LX. 

"  They  heg  most  piteously  for  liberty,  tliat  they  may  earn  their  daily 
Iread  by  laborious  servitude,  or  to  he  relieved  from  their  misery  by 
immediate  death. 

LXI. 

"  In  consequence  of  their  unhappy  situation,  I  have  this  day 
taken  the  liberty  of  drawing  on  you  in  favour  of  Ramnarain,  at  ten 
days'  sight,  for  twenty  Son  Kerah  rupees,  ten  thousand  of  which  I 
have  paid  to  Cojah  Latafut  Ally  Cawn,  under  whose  charge  that 
zenanah  is." 

LXII. 

That,  notwithstanding  all  the  promises  and  reiterated  engage- 
ments of  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  the  ladies  of  the  palace 
aforesaid  fell  again  into  extreme  distress ;  and  the  resident  did 
again  complain  to  the  said  minister,  who  was  considered  to  be,  and 
really  and  substantially  was,  the  minister  of  the  governor-general 
Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  and  not  of  the  nabob  (the  said  nabob 
being,  according  to  the  said  Hastings's  own  account,  "a  cipher  in 
his"  [the  said  minister's]  "hands")  that  the  funds  allowed  for  their 
subsistence  were  not  applied  to  their  support.  But,  notwith- 
standing all  these  repeated  complaints  and  remonstrances,  and  the 
constant  promise  of  amendment  on  the  part  of  his,  the  said  Has- 
tings's minister,  the  supply  was  not  more  plentiful  or  more  regular 
than  before. 
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LXIII. 

That  the  said  resident  Bristow,  finding  by  experience  the  ineffi- 
cacy  of  the  courses  which  had  been  pursued  with  regard  to  the 
mother  and  grandmother  of  the  reigning  prince  of  Oude,  and  having 
Major  Gil-  received  a  report  from  Major  Gilpin  informing  him, 
pin's  Letter,  ^iiat  all  which  could  be  done  by  force  had  been  done, 
1782.  '  and  that  the  only  hope  which  remained  for  realizing  the 
^  J,  ■  remainder  of  the  money,  unjustly  exacted  as  aforesaid, 
tow's  Letter,  lay  in  more  lenient  methods  ;  he,  the  said  resident,  did, 
^782°^"'  °^  ^'®  "^'^  authority,  order  the  removal  of  the  guard 
from  the  palaces,  the  troops  being  long  and  much 
wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  other  material  services  ; 
and  did  release  the  said  ministers  of  the  said  women  of  rank,  who 
had  been  confined  and  put  in  irons,  and  variously  distressed  and 
persecuted,  as  afore  recited,  for  near  twelve  months. 

LXIV. 

That  the  manner  in  which  the  said  inhuman  acts  of  rapacity  and 
violence  were  felt  both  by  the  women  of  high  rank  concerned,  and 
by  all  the  people,  strongly  appears  in  the  joy  expressed  on  their 
release,  which  took  place  on  the  5th  of  December,  1782;  and  is 
stated  in  two  letters  of  that  date  from  Major  Gilpin  to  the  resident, 
in  the  words  following  : 

LXV. 

"  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd 
instant,  and  in  consequence  immediately  enlarged  the  prisoners 
Behar  Ally  Khan  and  Jewar  Ally  Khan  from  their  confinement ;  a 
circumstance  that  gave  the  begums,  and  the  city  of  Fyzabad  in 
general,  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

LXVI. 

"  In  tears  of  joy  Behar  and  Jewar  Ally  Khan  expressed  their 
sincere  acknowledgments  to  the  governor-general,  his  excellency  the 
nabob  vizier,  and  to  you,  sir,  for  restoring  them  to  that  invaluable 
blessing,  liberty,  for  which  they  would  ever  retain  the  most  grateful 
remembrance ;  and  at  their  request  I  transmit  you  the  enclosed 
letters. 

LXVII. 

"  I  wish  you  had  been  present  at  the  enlargement  of  the  prisoners. 
The  quivering  lips,  with  the  tears  of  joy  stealing  down  the  poor 
men's  cheeks,  was  a  scene  truly  affecting. 
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LXVIII. 

"  If  the  prayers  of  these  poor  men  will  avail,  you  will,  at  the 
LAST  TRUMP  !  be  translated  to  the  happiest  regions  in  heaven." 

LXIX. 

And  the  resident  Bristow,  knowing  how  acceptable  the  said  pro- 
ceeding would  be  to  all  the  people  of  Oude,  and  the  neighbouring 
independent  countries,  did  generously  and  politically  (though  not 
truly)  in  his  letter  to  the  princess  mother  attribute  the  j^^  ^^^_ 
said  relief  given  to  herself,  and  the  release  of  her  ministers,  tow's  Let- 
to  the  humanity  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  agreeably  ^^'  '^'^ 
to  whose  orders  he  pretended  to  act ;  asserting,  that  he 
the  said  Hastings  "  was  the  spring  from  whence  she  was  restored 
to  her  dignity  and  consequence."  And  the  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings aforesaid  was  regularly  transmitted  to  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  on  the  30th  of  December,  1782,  with  the  reasons  and 
motives  thereto,  and  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  officer  concerning 
the  inutility  of  further  force,  attended  with  sundry  documents  con- 
cerning the  famishing,  and  other  treatment,  of  the  women  and 
children  of  the  late  sovereign;  but  the  same  appear  to  have  made  no 
proper  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  for  no 
answer  whatsoever  was  given  to  the  said  letter  until  the  -Srd  of  March, 
1783,  when  the  .said  Hastings,  writing  in  his  own  character  and 
that  of  the  council,  did  entirely  pass  by  all  the  circumstances  before 
recited,  but  did  give  directions  for  the  renewal  of  measures  of  the 
like  nature  and  tendency  with  those,  which  (for  several  of  the  last 
months  at  least  of  the  said  proceeding)  had  been  employed  with  so 
little  advantage  to  the  interest,  and  with  so  much  injury  to  the 
reputation,  of  the  company,  his  masters,  in  whose  name  he  acted ; 
expressing  himself  in  the  said  letter  of  the  3rd  of  March,  ]  783,  as 
follows  :  "  We  desire  you  will  inform  us  what  means  have  been 
taken  for  recovering  the  balance  [the  pretended  balance  of  the 
extorted  money]  due  from  the  begums  [princesses]  at  Fyzabad ; 
and,  if  necessary,  you  must  recommend  it  to  the  vizier  to  enforce  the 
most  effectual  means  for  that  purpose."  And  the  resident  did,  in  his 
answer  to  the  board,  dated  31st  March,  1783,  on  this  peremptory 
order,  again  detail  the  particulars  aforesaid  to  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  referring  him  to  his  former  correspondence,  stating  the 
utter  impossibility  of  proceeding  further  by  force,  and  mentioning 
certain  other  disgraceful  and  oppressive  circumstances;  and  in 
particular,  that  the  company  did  not,  in  plundering  the  mother  of 
the  reigning  prince  of  her  wearing  apparel  and  beasts  of  carriage, 
receive  a  value  in  the  least  equal  to  the  loss  she  suffered  ;  the  ele- 
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phants  having  no  buyer  but  the  nabob,  and  the  clothes,  which  had 
last  been  dehvered  to  Middleton,  at  a  valuation  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds,  were  so  damaged  by  ill  keeping  in  warehouses,  that  they 
could  not  be  sold,  even  for  six  months'  credit,  at  much  more  than 
about  eight  thousand  pounds ;  by  which  a  loss  in  a  single  article  was 
incurred  of  twenty-two  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  fifty,  for  the 
recovery  of  which  (supposing  it  had  been  a  just  debt)  such  rigorous 
means  had  been  employed,  after  having  actually  received  upwards 
of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  value  to  the  company,  and 
extorted  much  more  in  loss  to  the  suffering  individuals.  And  the 
said  Bristow,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  unmerciful  temper  of 
the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  leave  no  means  untried  to  appease  him, 
not  contented  with  the  letter  to  the  governor-general  and  council, 
did  on  the  same  day  write  another  letter  to  Mm  particularly,  in 
which  he  did  urge  several  arguments,  the  necessity  of  using  of 
which  to  the  said  Hastings  did  reflect  great  dishonour  on  this 
nation,  and  on  the  Christian  religion  therein  professed  ;  viz.  "  that 
he  had  experienced  great  embarrassment  in  treating  with  her  [the 
mother  of  the  reigning  prince]  ;  for,  as  the  mother  of  the  vizier,  the 
people  look  up  to  her  with  great  respect ;  and  any  hard  measures 
practised  against  women  of  her  high  rank,  create  discontent,  and 
affect  our  national  character."  And  the  said  resident,  after  con- 
demning very  unjustly  her  conduct,  added,  "  still  she  is  the  mother 
of  the  prince  of  the  country,  and  the  religious  prejudices  of  Mussul- 
men  prevail  too  strongly  in  their  minds  to  forget  her  situation." 

LXX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  make  any  answer  to  the 
said  letter.  But  the  mother  of  the  prince  aforesaid,  as  well  as  the 
mother  of  his  father,  being,  in  consequence  of  his  the  said  Hastings's 
directions,  incessantly  and  rudely  pressed  by  their  descendant,  in  the 
name  of  the  company,  to  pay  to  the  last  farthing  of  the  demand, 
they  did  both  positively  refuse  to  pay  any  part  of  the  pretended 
balances  aforesaid,  until  their  landed  estates  were  restored  to  them; 
on  the  security  of  which  alone  they  alleged  themselves  to  be  in  a 
condition  to  borrow  any  money,  or  even  to  provide  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  themselves  and  their  numerous  dependants.  And  in  order 
to  put  some  end  to  these  differences,  the  vizier  did  himself,  about 
the  beginning  of  August,  1783,  go  to  Fyzabad,  and  did  hold  divers 
conferences  with  his  parents,  and  did  consent  and  engage  to  restore 
to  them  their  landed  estates  aforesaid ;  and  did  issue  an  order  that 
they  should  be  restored  accordingly;  but  his  minister  aforesaid, 
having   before   his  eyes  the   peremptory  orders  of  him  the  said 
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Warren  Hastings,  did  persuade  his  master  to  dishonour  himself  in 
breaking  his  faith  and  engagement  with  his  mother  and  the  mother 
of  his  father,  by  first  evading  the  execution,  and  afterwards  totally 
revoking  his  said  public  and   solemn  act,  on  pretence  siiokafrom 
that  he  had  agreed  to  the  grant  " from  shame,  being  in  therizier 
their  presence  [the  presence  ol  his  mother  and  grana-  ^gg  Khan, 
mother],  and  that  it  was  unavoidable  at  the  time ;" —  2ndKamsur, 
the  said  minister  declaring  to  him,  that  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient if  he  allowed  them  "  money  for  their  necessary  expenses,  and 
that  would  be  doing  enough.'''' 

LXXI. 

That  the  faith  given  for  the  restoration  of  their  landed  estates 
being  thus  violated,  and  the  money  for  necessary  expenses  being  as 
ill  supplied  as  before,  the  women  and  children  of  the  late  Bristow'a 
sovereign,  father  of  the  reigning  prince,  continued  ex-  ^f^\ij^^^ 
posed  to  frequent  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  with  enclo- 
life ;  and  being  sorely  pressed  by  famine,  they  were  s"''''^. 
compelled  to  break  through  all  the  principles  of  local  decorum  and 
reserve,  which  constitute  the  dignity  of  the  female  sex  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  and  after  great  clamour  and  violent  attempts,  for  one 
whole  day,  to  break  the  enclosure  of  the  palace,  and  to  force  their 
way  into  the  public  market,  in  order  to  move  the  compassion  of 
the  people,  and  to  beg  their  bread,  they  did,  on  the  next  day, 
actually  proceed  to  the  extremity  of  exposing  themselves  to  public 
view — an  extremity,  implying  the  lowest  state  of  disgrace  and 
degradation ;  to  avoid  which,  many  women  in  India  have  laid 
violent  hands  upon  themselves — and  they  did  proceed  to  the  public 
market-place  with  the  starving  children  of  the  late  sovereign,  and 
the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  reigning  prince  ! — A  minute  account 
of  the  transaction  aforesaid  was  written  to  the  British  resident  at 
Lucknow  by  the  person  appointed  to  convey  intelligence  to  him 
from  Fyzabad,  in  the  following  particulars,  highly  disgraceful  to  the 
honour,  justice,  and  humanity  of  this  nation  : 

LXXII. 

"  The  ladies,  their  attendants  and  servants,  were  still  as  clamorous 
as  last  night.  Letafut,  the  daroga,  went  to  them  and  remonstrated 
with  them  on  the  impropriety  of  their  conduct,  at  the  same  time 
assuring  them,  that  in  a  few  days  all  their  allowances  would  be  paid; 
and,  should  not  that  be  the  case,  he  would  advance  them  ten  days' 
subsistence  upon  condition,  that  they  returned  to  their  habitation. 
None  of  them,  however,  consented  to  his  proposals  ;  but  were  still 
intent  upon  making  their  escape  through  the  bazar  [market-place], 
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and  in  consequence  formed  themselves  into  a  line,  arranging  them- 
selves in  the  foUovi'ing  order :  the  children  in  the  front ;  behind 
them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio  ;  and  behind  them  again  their  attend- 
ants ;  but  their  intentions  were  frustrated  by  the  opposition  which 
they  met  from  Letafufs  sepoys. 

LXXIII. 

"  The  next  day,  Letafut  went  twice  to  the  women,  and  used  his 
endeavours  to  make  them  return  into  the  zenanah,  promising  to 
advance  them  10,000  rupees ;  which,  upon  the  money  being  paid 
down,  they  agreed  to  comply  with ;  but  night  coming  on,  nothing 
transpired. 

LXXIV. 

"  On  the  day  following  their  clamours  were  more  violent  than 
usual.  Letafut  went  to  consult  with  them  on  the  business  of  yes- 
terday, offering  the  same  terms.  Depending  upon  the  fidelity  of  his 
promises,  they  consented  to  return  to  their  apartments,  which  they 
accordingly  did,  except  two  or  three  of  the  ladies,  and  most  of  their 
attendants.  Letafut  then  went  to  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  to  consult 
with  him  upon  what  means  they  should  take.  They  came  to  a 
resolution  of  driving  them  in  by  force ;  and  gave  orders  to  theii- 
sepoys  to  beat  any  one  of  the  women  who  should  attempt  to  move 
forward.  The  sepoys  consequently  assembled ;  and  each  one  being 
provided  with  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  them  by  dint  of  beating  into 
the  zenanah.  The  women  seeing  the  treachery  of  Letafut,  pro- 
ceeded to  throw  stones  and  bricks  at  the  sepoys,  and  again 
attempted  to  get  out ;  but  finding  that  impossible,  from  the  gates 
being  shut,  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge  of  stones  and  bricks 
till  about  ten ;  when,  finding  their  situation  desperate,  they  retired 
into  the  Kung  Mohul,  and  forced  their  way  from  thence  into  the 
palace,  and  dispersed  themselves  about  the  house  and  garden ;  after 
this  they  were  desirous  of  getting  into  the  begum's  apartment,  but 
she  being  apprized  of  their  intention  ordered  her  doors  to  be  shut. 
In  the  mean  time,  Letafut  and  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn  posted  sentries 
to  secure  the  gates  of  the  lesser  mahal.  During  the  whole  of  this 
conflict,  all  the  ladies  and  women  remained  exposed  to  the  view  of 
the  sepoys.  The  begum  then  sent  for  Letafut  and  Hushmund 
Ally  Cawn,  whom  she  severely  reprimanded,  and  insisted  upon 
knowing  the  causes  of  this  infamous  behaviour.  They  pleaded  in 
their  defence  the  impossibility  of  helping  it,  as  the  treatment  the 
women  had  met  with  had   been    conformable  to   his    excellency 
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the  vizier's  orders.  The  begum  alleged,  that  even  admitting 
that  the  nabob  had  given  those,  orders  they  were  by  no  means 
authorized  in  this  manner  to  disgrace  the  family  of  Sujah 
Dowla ;  and  should  they  not  receive  their  allowance  for  a  day 
or  two,  it  could  be  of  no  great  moment :  what  was  passed  was  now 
at  an  end ;  but  that  the  vizier  should  certainly  be  acquainted 
with  the  whole  of  the  affair,  and  that  whatever  be  desired  she  should 
implicitly  comply  with.  The  begum  then  sent  for  five  of  the  chil- 
dren, who  were  wounded  in  the  affray  of  last  night,  and,  after  en- 
deavouring to  soothe  them,  she  sent  again  for  Letafut  and  Hush- 
mund  Ally  Cawn,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  children  expressed  her 
disapprobation  of  their  conduct,  and  the  improbabihty  of  Asuf  ul 
Dowla's  suffering  the  ladies  and  children  of  Sujah  Dowla  to  be  dis- 
graced by  being  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  rabble.  Upon  which 
Letafut  produced  the  letter  from  the  nabob,  at  the  same  time 
representing,  that  he  was  amenable  only  to  the  orders  of  his  excel- 
lency, and  that  whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty  to  obey ;  and 
that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  retired  into  their  apart- 
ments quietly,  he  would  not  have  used  the  means  he  had  taken  to 
compel  them.  The  begum  again  observed,  that  what  had  happened 
was  now  over.  She  then  gave  the  children  400  rupees,  and  dismissed 
them,  and  sent  word  by  Jumrud  and  the  other  eunuchs,  that  if  the 
ladies  would  peaceably  retire  to  their  apartments,  Letafut  would 
supply  them  with  3  or  4000  rupees  for  their  personal  expenses,  and 
recommended  to  them  not  to  incur  any  further  disgrace,  and  that 
if  they  did  not  think  proper  to  act  agreeably  to  her  directions,  they 
would  do  wrong.  The  ladies  followed  her  advice,  and  about  ten  at 
night  went  back  into  the  zenanah.  The  next  morning  the  begum 
waited  upon  the  mother  of  Sujah  Dowla,  and  related  to  her  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  disturbances.  The  mother  of  Sujah  Dowla 
returned  for  answer,  that  after  there  being  no  accounts  kept  of 
crores  of  revenues,  she  was  not  surprised,  that  the  family  of  Sujah 
Dowla,  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  a  subsistence,  should  be 
obliged  to  expose  themselves  to  the  meanest  of  the  people.  After 
bewailing  their  misfortunes,  and  shedding  many  tears,  the  begum 
took  her  leave,  and  returned  home." 

That  the  said  affecting  narrative  being  sent  with  others  of  the 
same  nature,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1784,  to  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  he  did  not  order  any  reUef  in  consequence  thereof,  or  take 
any  sort  of  notice  whatsoever  of  the  said  intelligence. 

LXXV. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did  express  strong  doubts  of  the  pro- 
priety of  seizing  the  estates  aforesaid,  and  did  declare  to  him  the 
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said  Hastings,  "  that  the  only  consolation  they  felt  on  the  occasion 
is,  that  the  amount  of  those  jaghires,/or  which  the  company  were 
guarantees,  is  to  be  paid  through  our  resident  at  the  court  of  vizier; 
and  it  very  materially  concerns"  the  credit  of  your  governor  on  no 
account  to  sufer  such  payments  to  be  evaded."  But  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  never  make  the  arrangement  supposed  in  the 
said  letter  to  be  actually  made,  nor  did  he  cause  the  resident  to  pay 
them  the  amount  of  their  jaghires,  or  to  make  any  payment  to  them. 
And  the  said  Hastings  being  expressly  ordered  by  the  court  of 
directors  to  restore  to  them  their  estates,  in  case  the  charges  made 
upon  them  should  not  be  found  true,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  con- 
tumaciously and  cruelly  decline  any  compliance  with  the  said  orders 
until  his  journey  to  Lucknow,  when  he  did,  as  he  says,  "  conform- 
ably to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  more  to  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  nabob  vizier,  restore  to  them  their  jaghires,  but  with  the 
defalcation,  according  to  his  own  account,  of  a  large  portion  of  their 
respective  shares ;"  pretending,  without  the  least  probability,  that 
the  said  defalcation  was  a  "  voluntary  concession  on  their  part." 
But  what  he  has  left  to  them  for  their  support,  or  in  what  propor- 
tion to  that  which  he  has  taken  away,  he  has  no  where  stated  to 
the  court  of  directors,  whose  faith  he  has  broken,  and  whose  orders 
he  has  thus  eluded,  whilst  he  pretended  to  yield  some  obedience  to 
them. 

LXXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  made  a  malicious,  loose, 
and  ill-supported  charge,  backed  by  certain  unsatisfactory  affidavits, 
as  a  ground  for  his  seizing  on  the  jaghires,  and  the  treasures  of  the 
vizier's  mother,  solemnly  guaranteed  to  them ;  the  court  of  directors 
did,  in  their  letter  of  the  14th  of  February,  1783,  express  them- 
selves as  follows  concerning  that  measure  : — "  which  the  governor- 
general"  (he  the  said  Warren  Hastings)  "  in  his  letter  to  your  board, 
to  the  2.3rd  of  January,  1 782,  has  declared  lie  strenuously  encouraged 
and  supported ;  we  hope  and  trust,  for  the  honour  of  the  British 
nation,  that  the  measure  appeared  fuUy  justified  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Hindostan.  The  governor-general  has  informed  us  that  it  can  be 
well  attested  that  the  begums  (the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the 
nabob  aioresaid)  principally  excited  and  supported  the  late  com- 
motions ;  and  that  they  carried  their  inveteracy  to  the  English 
nation  so  far  as  to  aim  at  our  utter  extirpation.'''' — And  the  court  of 
directors  did  further  declare  as  follows  : — "  that  it  no  where  appears 
from  the  papers  at  present  in  our  possession,  that  they  (the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  of  Oude)  excited  any  commotions 
previous  to  the  imprisonment  of  rajah  Cheit  Sing,  and  only  armed 
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themselves  in  consequence  of  that  transaction  ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  such  a  conduct  proceeded  from  motives  of  self-defence,  under 
an  apprehension  that  they  themselves  might  likewise  be  laid  under 
unwarrantable  contributions.''' — And  the  said  court  of  directors,  in 
giving  their  orders  for  the  restoration  of  the  jaghires,  or  for  the 
payment  of  an  equivalent  through  the  resident,  did  give  this  order 
for  the  restoration  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  on  condition  that  it 
should  appear  from  inquiry  that  they  were  not  guilty  of  the  prac- 
tices charged  upon  them  by  the  said  Hastings.  Mr.  Stables,  one 
of  the  council-general,  did,  in  execution  of  the  said  conditional 
order,  propose  an  inquiry,  leading  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  con- 
dition, and  did  enter  a  minute  as  follows :  "  that  the  court  of 
directors,  by  their  letters  of  the  14-th  of  February,  1784,  seem  not 
to  be  satisfied  that  the  disaffection  of  the  begums  to  this  govern- 
ment is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  evidence  before  them ;  I  there- 
fore think  that  the  late  and  present  resident,  and  commanding 
officer  in  the  vizier's  country  at  the  time,  should  be  called  on  to 
collect  what  further  information  they  can  on  this  subject,  in  which 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  government  is  so  materially  concerned  ; 
and  that  such  information  may  be  transmitted  to  the  court  of 
directors."  And  he  did  further  propose  heads  and  modes  of  inquiry, 
suitable  to  the  doubts  expressed  by  the  court  of  directors.  But 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  ought  long  before,  on  principles  of 
natural  justice,  to  have  instituted  a  diligent  inquiry  in  support  of 
his  so  improbable  a  charge,  and  was  bound,  even  for  his  own  honour, 
as  well  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  take  a 
strong  part  in  the  said  inquiry,  did  set  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
same,  and  did  carry  with  him  a  majority  of  council  against  the  said 
inquiry  into  the  justice  of  the  cause,  or  any  proposition  for  the 
relief  of  the  sufferers ;  asserting  "  that  the  reasons  of  the  court  of 
directors,  if  transmitted  with  the  orders  for  the  inquiry,  will  prove  in 
effect  an  order  for  collecting  evidence  to  the  justification  and  acquittal 
of  the  begums,  and  not  for  the  investigation  of  the  truth  of  the  charges 
which  have  been  preferred  against  them.''''  That  Mr.  Stables  did  not 
propose  (as  in  the  said  Hastings's  minute  is  groundlessly  supposed) 
that  the  reasons  of  the  court  of  directors  should  be  transmitted 
with  the  orders  for  an  inquiry.  But  the  apprehension  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  of  the  probable  result  of  the  inquiry  proposed, 
did  strongly  indicate  his  sense  of  his  own  guilt,  and  the  innocence 
of  the  parties  accused  by  him ;  and  if,  by  his  construction,  Mr. 
Stables's  minute  did  indicate  an  inquiry  merely  for  the  justification 
of  the  parties  by  him  accused  (which  construction  the  motion  did 
not  bear),  it  was  no  more  than  what  the  obvious  rules  of  justice 
would  well  support ;  his  own  proceedings  having  been  ese  parte ;  he 
having  employed  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  take  affidavits  against  the 
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women  of  high  rank  aforesaid,  not  only  without  any  inquiry  made  on 
their  part,  but  without  any  communication  to  them  of  his  practice 
and  proceedings  against  them  ;  and  equity  did  at  least  require  that 
they,  with  his  own  knowledge  and  by  the  subordinates  of  his  own 
government,  should  be  allowed  a  public  inquiry  to  acquit  themselves 
of  the  heavy  offence  with  which  they  had  been  by  him  clandestinely 
charged. 

LXXVII. 

That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  effectually  stifle  the  said 
inquiry,  did  enter  on  record  a  further  minute,  asserting  that  the  said 
inquiry  would  be  productive  "  of  evils  greater  than  any  which  have 
already  taken  place,  and  which  time  has  almost  obliterated  ,•"  as  also 
the  following — "  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  nabob  vizier  and  the 
begums  are  on  terms  of  mutual  good-will.  It  would  ill  become 
this  government  to  interpose  its  influence  by  any  act  which  might 
tend  to  revive  their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight  occasion  would 
be  sufficient  to  effect  it.  They  will  instantly  take  fire  on  such  a 
declaration,  proclaim  the  judgment  of  the  company  in  their  favour, 
demand  a  reparation  of  the  acts  which  they  will  construe  wrongs 
with  such  a  sentence  warranting  that  construction,  and  either 
accept  the  invitation  to  the  proclaimed  scandal  of  the  nabob  vizier, 
which  will  not  add  to  the  credit  of  our  government,  or  remain  in  his 
dominions,  but  not  under  his  authority,  to  add  to  his  vexations  and 
the  disorders  of  the  country  by  continual  intrigues  and  seditions. 
Enough  already  exists  to  affect  his  peace  and  the  quiet  of  his  people. 
If  we  cannot  heal,  let  us  not  inflame  the  wounds  which  have  been 
inflicted.'''' — "  If  the  begums  think  themselves  aggrieved  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  justify  them  in  an  appeal  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ;  to 
appeal  to  it  against  a  man  standing  in  the  relation  of  son  and 
grandson  to  them ;  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  those  who  have  been  the 
abettors  and  instruments  of  their  imputed  wrongs,  let  us  at  least 
permit  them  to  be  the  judges  of  their  own  feelings,  and  prefer  their 
complaints  before  we  offer  to  redress  them.  They  will  not  need  to 
be  prompted.  I  hope  I  shall  not  depart  from  the  simplicity  of 
official  language  in  saying  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to  be  ap- 
proached with  solicitation,  not  descend  to  provoke  or  invite  it,  much 
less  to  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion  of  wrongs,  and  the  promise  of 
redress,  with  the  denunciation  of  punishments  before  trial,  and  even 
before  accusation." 

LXXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  attempting  to  pass  an  act  of 
indemnity  for  his  own  crimes,  and  of  oblivion  for  the  sufferings  of 
others,  supposing  the  latter  almost  obliterated  by  time,  did  not  only 
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mock  and  insult  over  the  sufferings  of  the  allies  of  the  company, 
but  did  show  an  indecent  contempt  of  the  understandings  of  the 
court  of  directors  ;  because  his  violent  attempts  on  the  property  and 
liberty  of  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  ally  aforesaid,  had 
not  their  first  commencement  much  above  two  years  before  that 
time,  and  had  been  continued,  without  abatement  or  relaxation  on 
his  part,  to  the  very  time  of  his  minute  ;  the  nabob  having,  by  the 
instigation  of  his  the  said  Hastings's  instrument,  Hyder  Beg  Khan, 
not  two  months  before  the  date  of  the  consultation,  been  obliged  a 
second  time  to  break  his  faith  with  relation  to  the  estates  of  his 
mother,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  recited.  And  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  not  and  could  not  conceive  that  the  clearing  the  mother 
could  revive  any  animosity  between  her  and  her  son,  by  whom  she 
never  had  been  accused.  The  said  Hastings  was  also  sensible  that 
the  restoration  of  her  landed  estates,  recommended  by  the  court  of 
directors,  could  not  produce  any  iU  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  said 
son,  as  it  was  "  with  almost  unconquerable  reluctance  he  had  been 
persuaded  to  deprive  her  of  them."  And  at  the  time  of  his  sub- 
mitting to  become  an  instrument  in  this  injustice,  he  did  "  declare," 
both  to  the  resident  and  his  ministers,  "  that  it  was  an  act  of  com- 
pulsion." 

LXXIX. 

That  the  said  Hastings  further,  by  insinuating  that  the  women 
in  question  would  act  amiss  in  appealing  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction 
against  a  son  and  grandson,  could  not  forget  that  he  himself  being 
that  foreign  jurisdiction  (if  any  jurisdiction  there  was),  did  himself 
direct  and  order  the  injuries  ;  did  himself  urge  the  calumnies  ;  and 
did  himself  cause  to  be  taken  and  produced  the  unsatisfactory  evi- 
dence by  which  the  women  in  question  had  suffered ;  and  that  it 
was  against  him  the  said  Hastings,  and  not  against  their  son,  that 
they  had  reason  to  appeal.  But  the  truth  is,  that  inquiry  was 
moved  for  by  Mr.  Stables,  not  on  the  prayer  or  appeal  of  the  suf- 
ferers, but  upon  the  ill  impression  which  the  said  Hastings's  own 
conduct,  merely  and  solely  on  his  own  state  of  it,  and  on  his  own 
evidence  in  support  of  it,  had  made  on  the  court  of  directors,  who 
were  his  lawful  masters,  and  not  suitors  in  his  court.  And  his 
arrogating  to  himself  and  his  colleagues  to  be  a  tribunal,  and  a 
tribunal  not  for  the  purpose  of  doing  justice,  but  of  refusing 
inquiry,  was  a  high  offence  and  misdemeanor,  (particularly  as  the 
due  obedience  to  the  company's  orders  was  eluded  on  the  insolent 
pretence  "  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to  be  approached  with 
solicitation,  and  that  it  would  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion  of 
wrongs,  and  the  promise  of  redress,")  in  a  governor,  whose  business 
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it  is,  even  of  himself,  and  unsolicited,  not  only  to  promise,  but  to 
afford  redress  to  all  those  who  should  suffer  under  the  power  of  the 
company,  even  if  their  ignorance,  or  want  of  protection,  or  the 
imbecility  of  their  sex,  or  the  fear  of  irritating  persons  in  rank  and 
station,  should  prevent  them  from  seeking  it  by  formal  sohcitation. 

LXXX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  when  he  pretended 
ignorance  of  all  solicitation  for  justice  on  the  part  of  the  women 
aforesaid,  and  on  that  pretence  did  refuse  the  inquiry  moved  by  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Stables,  had  in  all  probability  received  from  the 
resident  Middleton,  or  if  he  had  made  the  slightest  inquiry  from  the 
said  Middleton,  then  at  Calcutta,  might  immediately  receive,  an 
account  that  they  did  actually  solicit  the  said  resident,  through 
Major  Gilpin,  for  redress  against  his,  the  said  Hastings's  calum- 
nious accusation,  and  the  false  testimony  by  which  it  was  supported ; 
and  did  send  the  said  complaint  to  the  resident  Middleton  by  the 
said  Gilpin,  to  be  transmitted  to  him,  the  said  Hastings,  and  the 
council,  so  early  as  the  19th  of  October,  1782 ;  and  that  she,  the 
mother  of  the  nabob,  did  afterwards  send  the  same  to  the  resident 
Bristow,  asserting  their  innocence,  and  accompanying  the  same 
See  Letters  with  the  copies  of  letters  (the  original  of  which  they 
annexed.  asserted  were  in  their  hands)  from  the  chief  witnesses 
against  them,  Hannay  and  Gordon,  which  letters  did  directly  over- 
turn the  charges  or  insinuations  in  the  affidavits  made  by  them ; 
and  that  instead  of  any  accusation  of  an  attempt  upon  them  and 
their  parties  by  the  instigation  of  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  or  by 
her  ministers,  they,  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon,  did  attribute  their 
preservation  to  them  and  to  their  services ;  and  did,  with  strong 
expressions  of  gratitude  both  to  the  mother  of  the  nabob  and  to  her 
ministers,  fully  acknowledge  the  same.  Which  remonstrance  of  the 
mother  of  the  nabob,  and  the  letters  of  the  said  Hannay  and 
Gordon,  are  annexed  to  this  charge ;  and  the  said  Hastings  is 
highly  criminal  for  not  having  examined  into  the  facts  alleged  in 
the  said  remonstrance. 

LXXXI. 

That  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
tend  to  impress  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  some  of  whom  were 
allied  in  blood  to  the  oppressed  women  of  rank  aforesaid,  with  an 
ill  opinion  of  the  faith,  honour,  and  decency  of  the  British  nation ; 
and  accordingly,  on  the  journey  aforesaid  made  by  the  nabob  from 
Lucknow  to    Fyzabad,  in  which  the  said  nabob  did  restore,  in  the 
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manner  before  mentioned,  the  confiscated  estates  of  his  mother  and 
grandmother,  and  did  afterwards  revoke  his  said  grant,  it  appears 
that  the  said  journey  did  cause  a  general  alarm  (the  worst  motives 
obtaining  the  most  easy  credit  with  regard  to  any  future  proceeding 
on  account  of  the  foregone  acts),  and  excited  great  indignation 
among  the  ruling  persons  of  the  adjacent  country ;  insomuch  that 
Major  Brown,  agent  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  at  the  court  of 
the  King  Shaw  AUum  at  Delhi,  did  write  a  remonstrance  therein  to 
Mr.  Bristow,  resident  at  Oude,  as  follows  : — "  The  evening  of  the 
7th,  at  a  conference  I  had  with  Mirza  Shuffee  Oawn,  he  introduced 
a  subject  respecting  the  nabob  vizier,  which,  however  it  may  be 
disagreeable  for  you  to  know,  and  consequently  for  me  to  communi- 
cate, I  am  under  a  necessity  of  laying  before  you.  He  told  me  he 
had  received  information  from  Lucknow,  that  by  the  advice  of 
Hyder  Beg  Oawn  the  vizier  had  determined  to  bring  his  grand- 
mother, the  widow  of  Sufdar  Jung,  from  Fyzabad  to  Lucknow, 
with  a  view  of  getting  a  further  sum  of  money  from  her,  by  seizing 
on  her  eunuchs,  digging  up  the  apartments  of  her  house  at  Fyza- 
bad, and  putting  her  own  person  under  restraint.  This,  he  said,  he 
knew  was  not  an  act  of  our  government,  but  the  mere  advice  of 
Hyder  Beg  Oawn,  to  which  the  vizier  had  been  induced  to  attend. 
He  added,  that  the  old  begum  had  resolved  rather  to  put  herself  to 
death  than  submit  to  the  disgrace  intended  to  be  put  upon  her ; 
that  if  such  a  circumstance  should  happen,  there  is  not  a  man  in 
Hindostan  who  will  attribute  the  act  to  the  vizier  [nabob  of  Oude\  but 
every  one  will  fix  the  odium  on  the  English,  who  might  easily,  by  the 
influence  they  so  largely  exercise  in  their  own  concerns  there,  have  pre- 
vented such  unnatural  conduct  in  the  vizier.  He  therefore  called 
upon  me,  as  the  English  representative  in  this  quarter,  to  inform 
you  of  this,  that  you  may  prevent  a  step  which  will  destroy  all  con- 
fidence in  the  English  nation  throughout  Hindostan,  and  excite  the 
bitterest  resentment  in  all  those  who  by  blood  are  connected  with 
the  house  of  Sufdar  Jung."  He  concluded  by  saying,  "  that  if  the 
vizier  so  little  regarded  his  family  and  personal  honour,  or  his 
natural  duty,  as  to  wish  to  disgrace  his  father's  mother  for  a  sum  of 
money,  let  him  plunder  her  of  all  she  has,  but  let  him  send  her  safe 
up  to  Delhi,  or  Agra,  and,  poor  as  I  am,  I  will  furnish  subsistence 
for  her,  which  she  shall  possess  with  safety  and  honour,  though  it 
cannot  be  adequate  to  her  rank.— This,  sir,  is  a  most  exact  detail 
of  the  conversation  (as  far  as  related  to  that  affair)  on  the  part  of 
Mirza  ShufFee  Cawn.  On  my  part  I  could  only  say,  that  I  imagined 
the  affair  was  misrepresented,  and  that  I  should  write  as  he 
requested.  Let  me  therefore  request  that  you  will  enable  me  to 
answer,  in  a  more  effectual  manner,  any  further  questions  on  this 
subject." 
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LXXXII. 

"As  Mirza  Shuffee's  grandfather  was  brother  to  Sufdar  Jung, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  what  his  declaration  means  ;  and  if  this 
measure  of  dismissing  the  old  begum  should  be  persisted  in,  I 
should  not,  from  the  state  of  affairs,  and  the  character  of  the  Amir 
ul  Omrah,  be  surprised  at  some  immediate  and  violent  resolution 
being  adopted  by  him." 

LXXXIII. 

That  Mirza  Shuffee,  mentioned  in  this  correspondence  (who  has 
since  been  murdered),  was  of  near  kindred  to  the  lady  in  question 
(grandmother  to  the  nabob),  was  resident  in  a  province  immediately 
adjoining  to  the  province  of  Oude,  and  from  proximity  of  situation 
and  nearness  of  connexion,  was  likely  to  have  any  intelligence 
concerning  his  female  relations  from  the  best  authority. 

LXXXIV. 

That  the  resident  Bristow,  on  receiving  this  letter,  did  apply  to 
the  said  Hyder  Beg  Oawn  for  an  explanation  of  the  nabob's  inten- 
tions, who  denied  that  the-nabob  intended  more  than  a  visit  of  duty 
and  ceremony ;  which,  whatever  his  dispositions  might  have  been, 
and  probably  were,  towards  his  own  mother,  was  not  altogether 
probable,  as  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  on  very  bad  terms  with 
the  mother  of  his  father ;  and  it  appears  that  intentions  of  a  similar 
nature  had  been  before  manifested  even  with  regard  to  his  own 
mother,  and  therefore  obtained  the  more  easy  credit  concerning  the 
other  women  of  high  rank  aforesaid,  especially  as  the  evil  designs  of 
the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  abundantly  known ;  and  that  the  said 
Hastings,  upon  whom  he  did  wholly  depend,  continued  to  recom- 
mend "  the  most  effectual,  that  is,  the  most  violent,  means  for  the 
recovery  of  the  small  remains  of  his  extorted  demand."  But 
although  it  does  not  appear  that  the  resident  did  give  credit  to  the 
said  report,  yet  the  effect  of  the  same  on  the  minds  of  the  neigh- 
bouring princes  did  make  it  proper  and  necessary  to  direct  a  strict 
inquiry  into  the  same,  which  was  not  done  ;  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  further  inquiry  was  made  into  the  true  motives  for  this 
projected  journey  to  Fyzabad,  nor  into  the  proceedings  of  Hyder 
Beg  Oawn,  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well  knew  that  all 
the  acts  of  the  nabob  and  his  principal  ministers  were  constantly 
attributed  to  him ;  and  that  it  was  known  that  secret  agents,  as 
well  as  the  company's  regular  agent,  were  employed  by  him  at 
Lucknow  and  other  places. 
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LXXXV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  who  did,  on  pretence  of  the  majesty  of 
justice,  refuse  to  inquire  into  the  charges  made  upon  the  female 
parents  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  in  justification  of  the  violence  offered 
to  them,  did  voluntarily  and  of  his  own  accord  make  himself  an 
accuser  of  the  resident  Middleton  for  the  want  of  a  literal  execution 
of  his  orders  in  the  plans  of  extortion  and  rapine  aforesaid ;  the 
criminal  nature,  spirit,  and  tendency  of  the  said  proceedings,  for  the 
defective  execution  of  which  he  brought  the  said  charge,  appearing 
in  the  defence  or  apology  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  the  resident,  for 
his  temporary  and  short  forbearances. 

LXXXVI. 

"  It  could  not,  I  flatter  myself,  be  termed  a  long  or  unwarrant- 
able delay  (two  days)  when  the  importance  of  the  business,  and  the 
peculiar  embarrassments  attending  the  prosecution  of  it  to  its 
desired  end,  are  considered.  The  nabob  was  son  to  the  begum 
whom  we  were  to  proceed  against ;  a  son  against  a  mother  must  at 
least  save  appearances  in  Ms  mode  of  proceeding. — The  produce  of 
his  negotiation  was  to  be  received  by  the  company.  Eeceiving  a 
benefit,  accompanying  the  nabob,  withdrawing  their  protection, 
were  circumstances  sufficient  to  mark  the  English  as  the  principal 
movers  in  this  business.  At  a  court  where  no  opportunity  is  lost  to 
throw  odium  on  us,  so  favourable  an  occasion  was  not  missed  to 
persuade  the  nabob  that  we  instigated  him  to  dishonour  his  family 
for  our  benefit.  The  impressions  made  by  these  suggestions 
constantly  retarded  the  progress,  and  more  than  once  actually 
broke  off  the  business ;  which  rendered  the  utmost  caution  on  my 
part  necessary,  especially  as  I  had  no  assistance  to  expect  from 
the  ministers,  who  could  not  openly  move  in  the  business.  In  the 
East,  it  is  well  known  that  no  man,  either  by  himself  or  his  troops, 
can  enter  the  walls  of  a  zenana,  scarcely  in  the  case  of  acting 
against  an  open  enemy,  much  less  of  an  ally  ; — an  ally  acting  against 
his  own  mother.  The  outer  walls,  and  the  begum's  agents,  were  all 
that  were  liable  to  immediate  attack ;  they  were  dealt  with,  and 
successfully,  as  the  event  proved." — He  had  before  observed  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  correspondence,  what  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew 
to  be  true,  "  that  no  further  rigour  than  that  he  had  exerted  could 
be  used  against  females  in  that  country;  where  force  could  be 
employed  it  was  not  spared. — That  the  place  of  concealment  was 
only  known  to  the  chief  eunuchs,  who  could  not  be  drawn  out  of  the 
women's  apartments,  where  they  had  taken  refuge,  and  from  which, 
if  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  storm  them,  they  might  escape  ; 
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and,  the  secret  of  the  money  being  known  only  to  them,  it  was 
necessary  to  get  their  persons  into  his  hands,  which  could  be 
obtained  by  negotiation  only." — The  resident  concluded  his  defence 
by  declaring  his  "  hope,  that  if  the  main  object  of  his  orders  was 
fulfilled,  he  should  be  no  longer  held  criminal  for  a  deviation  from 
the  precise  letter  of  them." 

LXXXVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  enter  a  reply  to  this  an- 
swer, in  support  of  his  criminal  charge,  continuing  to  insist,  "  that 
his  orders  ought  to  have  been  literally  obeyed,"  although  he  did 
not  deny  that  the  above  difficulties  occurred,  and  the  above  con- 
sequences must  have  been  the  result ;  and  though  the  reports  of 
the  military  officers,  charged  with  the  execution  of  his  commission, 
confirmed  the  moral  impossibility,  as  well  as  inutility  in  point  of 
profit,  of  forcing  a  son  to  greater  violence  and  rigour  against  his 
mother. 

LXXXVIII. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  after  all  the  acts  aforesaid,  did  presume 
to  declare  on  record,  in  his  minute  of  the  23rd  September,  1783, 
"  that  whatever  may  happen  of  the  events,  which  he  dreads,  in  the 
train  of  affairs  now  subsisting,  he  shall  at  least  receive  this  con- 
solation under  them,  that  he  used  his  utmost  exertions  to  prevent 
them ;  and  that  in  the  annals  of  the  nations  of  India,  which  have 
been  subjected  to  the  British  dominions,  HE  shall  not  he  remem- 
hered  among  their  oppressors^  And,  speaking  of  certain  alleged 
indignities  offered  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  certain  alleged  sus- 
picions of  his  authority  with  regard  to  the  management  of  his 
household,  he  the  said  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  minute,  endeavour 
to  excite  the  spirit  of  the  British  nation,  severely  animadverting 
on  such  offences,  making  use  of  the  following  terms :  "If  there  be 
a  spark  of  generous  virtue  in  the  breasts  of  any  of  my  countrymen, 
who  shall  be  the  readers  of  this  compilation,  this  lett€r  [a  letter 
of  complaint  from  the  nabob]  shall  stand  for  an  instrument  to 
awaken  it  to  the  call  of  vengeance  against  so  flagitious  an  abase 
of  authority  and  reproach  to  the  British  name." 

From  her  ExceXlency  the  Bhow  Begum  to  Mr.  Bristow, 
Resident  at  the  Vizier'' s  Court. 

There  is  no  necessity  to  write  to  you  by  way  of  information  a 
detail  of  my  sufferings.  From  common  report,  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  those  who  are  about  you,  the  account  of  them  will  have 
reached  your  ears :   I  will  here  relate  a  part  of  them. 
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After  the  death  of  Sujah  Dowla,  most  of  his  ungrateful  servants 
were  constantly  labouring  to  gratify  their  enmity;  but  finding 
from  the  firm  and  sincere  friendship  which  subsisted  between  me 
and  the  English,  that  the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes  was 
frustrated,  they  formed  the  design  of  occasioning  a  breach  in  that 
alliance,  to  insure  their  own  success.  I  must  acquaint  you  that 
my  son  Asuf  ul  Dowla  had  formerly  threatened  to  seize  my  jaghire ; 
but  upon  producing  the  treaty  signed  by  you,  and  showing  it  to 
Mr.  Middleton,  he  interfered,  and  prevented  the  impending  evil. 
The  conspiration  now  framed  an  accusation  against  me  of  a  con- 
duct, which  I  never  had  conceived  even  in  idea,  of  rendering  assist- 
ance to  Rajah  Cheit  Sing.  The  particulars  are  as  follow: — my 
son,  Asuf  ul  Dowla  and  his  ministers,  with  troops,  and  a  train  of 
artillery,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Middleton,  on  the  16th  of  the  month 
of  Mohurum,  arrived  at  Fyzabad,  and  made  a  demand  of  a  crore 
of  rupees.  As  my  inability  to  pay  so  vast  a  sum  was  manifest,  I 
produced  the  treaty  you  signed  and  gave  me,  but  to  no  eifect : 
their  hearts  were  determined  upon  violence.  I  offered  my  son  Asuf 
ul  Dowla,  whose  will  is  dearer  to  me  than  all  my  riches,  or  even 
life  itself,  whatever  money  and  goods  I  was  possessed  of;  but  an 
amicable  adjustment  seemed  not  worth  accepting;  he  demanded 
the  delivering  up  the  fort,  and  the  recall  of  the  troops  that  were 
stationed  for  the  preserving  the  peace  of  the  city.  To  me  tumult 
and  discord  appeared  unnecessary.  I  gave  up  these  points,  upon 
which  they  seized  upon  my  head  eunuchs,  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and 
Behar  Ally  Cawn,  and  sent  them  to  Mr.  Middleton,  after  having 
obliged  them  to  sign  a  bond  for  sixty  lacs  of  rupees ;  they  were 
thrown  into  prison,  with  fetters  about  their  feet,  and  denied  food 
and  water.  I,  who  had  never  even  in  my  dreams  experienced  such 
an  oppression,  gave  up  all  I  had  to  preserve  my  honour  and 
dignity ;  but  this  would  not  satisfy  their  demands ;  they  charged 
me  with  a  rupee  and  a  half  batta  upon  each  mohur,  and  on  this 
account  laid  claims  upon  me  to  the  amount  of  six  lacs  some  thou- 
sand rupees,  and  sent  Major  Gilpin  to  exact  the  payment.  Major 
Gilpin,  according  to  orders,  at  first  was  importunate ;  but  being 
a  man  of  experience,  and  of  a  benevolent  disposition,  when  he  was 
convinced  of  my  want  of  means,  he  changed  his  conduct,  and  was 
willing  to  apply  to  the  shroffs  and  bankers  to  lend  me  the  money. 
But  with  the  loss  of  my  jaghires  my  credit  was  sunk ;  I  could  not 
raise  the  sum;  at  last,  feeling  my  helpless  situation,  I  collected 
my  wardrobe  and  furniture,  to  the  amount  of  about  three  lacs  of 
rupees,  besides  fifty  thousand  rupees  which  I  borrowed  from  one 
place  or  other,  and  sent  Major  Gilpin  with  it  to  Lucknow.  My 
sufferings  did  not  terminate  here.  The  disturbances  of  Colonel 
Hannay  and  Mr.  Gordon  were  made  a  pretence  for  seizing  my 


46  ARTICLES   OF   CHARGE 

jaghire.     The  state  of  the  matter  is  this :  when  Colonel  Hannay 
was  by  Mr.  Hastings  ordered  to  march  to  Benares  during  the 
troubles  of  Cheit   Sing,  the  colonel,  who  had  plwndered  the  mhole 
country,  was  incapable  of  proceeding,  from  the  union  of  thousands 
of  zemindars,  who   had  seized   this  favourable  opportunity ;    they 
harassed   Mr.   Gordon    near    Junivard,    and    the     zemindars    of 
that  place  and  Acberpore  opposed  his  march  from  thence,  till  he 
arrived  near  Sanda.     As  the  Sanda  Nutta,  from  its  overflowing, 
was  difficult  to  cross  without  a  boat,   Mr.  Gordon  sent  to   the 
fouzdar  to  supply  him  :  he  replied,  the  boats  were  all  in  the  river, 
but  would,  according  to  orders,  assist  him  as  soon  as   possible. 
Mr.  Gordon's  situation  would  not  admit  of  his  waiting ;  he  forded 
the  Nutta  upon  his  elephant,  and  was  hospitably  entertained  and 
protected  by  the  fouzdar  for  six  days.     In  the  mean  time  a  letter 
was  received  by  me  from  Colonel  Hannay,  desiring  me  to  escort 
Mr.  Gordon  to  Fyzabad.     As  my  friendship  for  the  English  was 
always  sincere,   I  readily  complied,  and  sent  some  companies  of 
nejeebs  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon,  and  all  his  effects,   to  Fyzabad; 
where,  having  provided  for  his  entertainment,  I  effected  his  junc- 
tion with  Colonel  Hannay.     The  letters  of  thanks  I  received  from 
both  these  gentlemen  upon  this  occasion  are  still  in  my  possession ; 
copies  of  which  I  gave  in  charge  to  Major  Gilpin,  to  be  deUvered 
to  Mr.  Middleton,  that  he  might  forward  them  to  the  governor- 
general.     To  be  brief,  those  who  have  loaded  me  with  accusations, 
are  now  clearly  convicted  of  falsehood.     But  is  it  not  extraordinary, 
notwithstanding  the  justness  of  my  cause,  that  nobody  relieves  my 
misfortunes?     Why  did  Major  Gilpin  return  without  effect? 

My  prayers  have  been  constantly  offered  to  Heaven  for  your 
arrival ;  report  has  announced  it ;  for  which  reason  I  have  taken 
up  the  pen,  and  request  you  will  not  place  implicit  confidence  in  my 
accusers,  but,  weighing  in  the  scale  of  justice  their  falsehoods  and 
my  representations,  you  will  exert  your  influence  in  putting  a 
period  to  the  misfortunes  with  which  I  am  overwhelmed. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  Ally  Cawn 
and  Bahar  Ally  Cawn. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with 
benevolence ;  and  whatever  favours  you,  my  friends,  have  been 
pleased  to  confer  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  afforded  me  the  greatest 
pleasure. 

Placing  a  firm  reliance  on  your  friendship,  I  am  in  expectation 
that  the  aforesaid  gentleman,  with  his  baggage,  will  arrive  at 
Fyzabad  in  safety,  that  the  same  may  oblige  and  afford  satisfaction 
to  me. 
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A  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon  is  inclosed  to  you — I  am  in  expec- 
tation of  its  being  inclosed  in  a  cover  to  the  aumil  of  Saimda,  to 
the  end  that  the  aumil  may  forward  it  to  the  above-mentioned 
gentleman,  and  procure  his  reply.  Whenever  the  answer  arrives, 
let  it  be  delivered  to  Hoolas  Roy,  who  will  forward  it  to  me. 

Always  rejoice  me  by  a  few  lines  respecting  your  health.  (Con- 
tinue to  honour  me  with  your  correspondence.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar 
and  BaJiar  Ally  Cawn. 

Oawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends,  remain  under  the  protection  of 
God. 

Your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  accompanied  by  an 
honorary  letter  from  the  begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity,  and  in- 
closing a  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon,  sent  through  your  hircarahs, 
obliged  and  rejoiced  me. 

With  respect  to  what  you  communicate  regarding  your  not 
having  received  an  answer  to  your  friendly  epistle,  I  became  per- 
fectly astonished,  as  a  reply  was  written  from  Mohadree ;  it  may 
be  owing  to  the  danger  of  the  road  that  it  never  arrived ;  not  to 
the  smallest  neglect  on  my  side  (or  of  mine). 

I  now  send  two  letters  to  you ;  one  by  the  Dawk  people,  and 
the  second  by  one  of  my  hircarahs  (who  will  present  them  to  you), 
which  you  certainly  will  receive. 

I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  pleased  with  the  friendship 
you  have  shown. 

You  wrote  me  to  remain  perfectly  easy  concerning  Mr.  Gordon. 
Verily,  from  the  kindness  of  you,  my  indulgent  friends,  my  heart 
is  quite  easy.  You  also  observed  and  mentioned  that  as  Mr. 
Gordon's  coming  with  those  attached  to  him  (probably  his  sepoys 
and  others)  might  be  attended  with  difficulty,  if  I  approved,  he 
should  be  invited  alone  to  Fyzabad.  My  friends,  I  place  my 
expectation  entirely  upon  your  friendships,  and  leave  it  to  you 
to  adopt  the  manner  in  which  the  said  gentleman  may  arrive  in 
security  without  molestation  at  Fyzabad ;  but  at  the  same  time, 
let  the  plan  be  so  managed,  that  it  may  not  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  any  zemindars ;  in  this  case  you  are  men  of  discernment. 
However,  he  is  to  come  to  Fyzabad ;  extend  your  assistance  and 
endeavours. 

It  is  probable  that  the  begum  Saib,  of  high  dignity,  has  received 
authentic  intelligence  from  the  camp  at  Benares.  Favour  me  with 
the  contents  or  purport. 

From  Mr.  Gordon's  letter  I  understand  that  Mirza  Imaum 
Baksh,  whom  you  dispatched  thither,  (Saunda,)  has  and  still  con- 
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tinues  to  pay  great  attention  to  that  gentleman,  which  affords  me 
great  pleasure. 

An  answer  to  the  begum's  letter  is  to  be  presented.  I  also  send 
a  letter  for  Mr.  Gordon,  which  please  to  forward. 

An  Address  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  the  Begum. 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  &c.,  whom  God 
preserve. 

Your  exalting  letter,  fraught  with  grace  and  benevolence,  that 
through  your  unbounded  generosity  and  goodness  was  sent  through 
grace  and  favour,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  in  a  fortunate 
moment ;  and  whatever  you  were  pleased  to  write  respecting 
Mr.  Gordon,  "  that  as  at  this  time  the  short-sighted  and  deluded 
ryots  had  carried  their  disturbances  and  ravages  beyond  all 
bounds,  Mr.  Gordon's  coming  with  his  whole  people  (or  adlierents) 
might  be  attended  with  difficulty;  and  therefore,  if  I  chose,  he 
should  be  invited  to  come  alone."  Now  as  your  highness  is  the 
best  judge,  your  faithful  servant  reposeth  his  most  unbounded 
hopes  and  expectation  upon  your  highness,  that  the  aforesaid 
Mr.  Gordon  may  arrive  at  Fyzabad  without  any  apprehension  or 
danger.     I  shall  be  then  extremely  honoured  and  obliged. 

Considering  me  in  the  light  of  a  firm  and  faithful  servant,  continue 
to  honour  and  exalt  me  by  your  letters. 

What  further  can  I  say  ? 

A  Copy  of  an  Address  from  Mr.  Gordon  to  the  Begum. 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  whom  God 
preserve. 

After  presenting  the  usual  professions  of  servitude,  &c.,  in  the 
customary  manner,  my  address  is  presented. 

Your  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  your  servant 
from  Goondah,  exalted  me.  From  the  contents  I  became  un- 
speakably impressed  with  the  honour  it  conferred.  May  the 
Almighty  protect  that  royal  purity,  and  bestow  happiness,  increase 
of  wealth  and  prosperity. 

The  welfare  of  your  servant  is  entirely  owing  to  your  favour  and 
benevolence.  A  few  days  have  elapsed  since  I  arrived  at  Goondah 
with  the  Colonel  Saib. 

This  is  presented  for  your  highness's  information.  I  cherish 
hopes  from  your  generosity,  that,  considering  me  in  the  light  of 
one  of  your  servants,  you  will  always  continue  to  exalt  and  honour 
me  with  your  gracious  letters. 

May  the  sun  of  prosperity  continually  shine  ! 


AGAINST   WARREN   HASTINGS,    ESQ.  49 


Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mahommed  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and  Bahar  Ally 
Cawn,  from  Mr.  Gordon. 

Sirs,  my  indulgent  friends, 
Remain  under,  &c.  &c. 

After  compliments.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that 
yesterday  having  taken  leave  of  you,  I  passed  the  night  at  Noor- 
gunge,  and  next  morning,  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  through  your 
favour  and  benevolence,  arrived  safe  at  Goondah ;  Mur  Aboo  Buksh, 
zemindar,  and  Mur  Eustum  Ally,  accompanied  me. 

To  vsfhat  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of  you,  my  beneficent 
friends  ?  May  the  Supreme  Being,  for  this  benign,  compassionate, 
humane  action,  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and  increase  your  prosperity, 
and  speedily  grant  me  the  pleasure  of  an  interview.  Until  which 
time  continue  to  favour  me  with  friendly  letters,  and  oblige  me  by 
any  commands  in  my  power  to  execute. 

May  your  wishes  be  ever  crowned  with  success  ! 

My  comphments,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and 
Bahar  Ally  Cawn. 

Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends. 
Remain  under  the  protection  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

After  compliments,  and  signifying  ray  earnest  desire  of  an 
interview,  I  address  you. 

Your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  I  had  the  pleasure 
to  receive  in  a  propitious  hour,  and  your  inexpressible  kindness  in 
sending  for  Mur  Nassar  Ally  with  a  force  to  Saunda,  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  Mr.  Gordon,  with  all  his  baggage,  who  is  now 
arrived  at  Fyzabad. 

This  event  has  afforded  me  the  most  excessive  pleasure  and 
satisfaction.  May  the  Omnipotence  preserve  you,  my  stedfast 
firm  friends.  The  pen  of  friendship  itself  cannot  suflftciently  express 
your  generosity  and  benevolence,  and  that  of  the  begum  of  high 
dignity,  who  so  graciously  has  interested  herself  in  this  matter. 
Enclosed  is  an  address  for  her,  which  please  to  forward.  I  hope 
from  your  friendship,  until  we  meet,  you  will  continue  to  honour 
me  with  an  account  of  your  health  and  welfare.  What  further  can 
I  write  ? 


VOL.    VII. 
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V.  REVOLUTIONS  IN  FARRUCKABAD. 


That  a  prince  called  Ahmed  Khan  was  of  a  family  amongst  the 
most  distinguished  in  Hindostan,  and  of  a  nation  famous  through 
that  empire  for  its  valour  in  acquiring,  and  its  policy  and  prudence 
in  well  governing,  the  territories  it  had  acquired,  called  the  Patans, 
or  Afghans,  of  which  the  Rohillas  were  a  branch.  The  said  Ahmed 
Khan  had  fixed  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Farruckabad,  and  in 
the  first  wars  of  this  nation  in  India,  the  said  Ahmed  Khan  at- 
tached himself  to  the  company  against  Sujah  Dowla,  then  an 
enemy,  now  a  dependent  on  that  company.  Ahmed  Khan,  towards 
the  close  of  his  life,  was  dispossessed  of  a  large  part  of  his  domi- 
nions by  the  prevalence  of  the  Mahratta  power;  but  his  son,  a 
minor,  succeeded  to  his  pretensions,  and  to  the  remainder  of  his 
dominions.  The  Mahrattas  were  expelled  by  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  the 
late  vizier,  who,  finding  a  want  of  the  services  of  the  son  and  suc- 
cessor of  Ahmed  Khan,  called  MouzafFer  Jung,  did  not  only 
guarantee  him  in  the  possession  of  what  he  then  actually  held,  but 
engaged  to  restore  all  the  other  territories,  which  had  been  occu- 
pied by  the  Mahrattas ;  and  this  was  confirmed,  by  repeated 
treaties  and  solemn  oaths,  by  the  late  vizier  and  by  the  present ; 
but  neither  the  late  nor  the  present  vizier  fulfilled  their  engage- 
ments, or  observed  their  oaths :  the  former  having  withheld  what 
he  had  stipulated  to  restore,  and  the  latter  not  only  subjecting  him 
to  a  tribute,  instead  of  restoring  him  to  what  his  father  had  unjustly 
withheld,  but,  having  made  a  further  invasion  by  depriving  him  of 
fifteen  of  his  districts,  levying  the  tribute  of  the  whole  on  the  little 
that  remained,  and  putting  the  small  remains  of  his  territory 
under  a  sequestrator  or  collector  appointed  by  Almas  Ali  Khan, 
who  did  grievously  afilict  and  oppress  the  prince  and  territory 
aforesaid. 

That  the  hardships  of  his  case  being  frequently  represented  to 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  he  did  suggest  a  doubt,  whether 
"  that  little  ought  to  be  still  subject  to  tribute,"  indicating  that 
the  said  tribute  might  be  hard  and  inequitable ;  but  whatever  its 
justice  ^  might  have  been,  that  "  from  the  earliest  period  of  our 
connexion  with  the  present  nabob  of  Oude,  it  has  invariably  con- 
tinued a  part  of  the  funds  assigned  by  his  excellency  as  a  provision 
for  the  hquidation  of  the  several  public  demands  of  this  government 
(Calcutta)  upon  him ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  powers  the  board 
deemed  it  expedient  to  vest  in  the  resident  at  his  court  for  the 
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collection  of  the  company's  assignments,  a  sezauwil  [a  sequestrator] 
has  always  been  stationed  to  enforce  by  every  means  in  his  power 
the  payment  of  the  tribute.'"  And  the  said  tribute  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  arrangement,  not  paid  to  the  nabob,  but  to  the 
British  resident  at  Oude ;  and  the  same  being  therefore  under  the 
direction,  and  for  the  sole  use  of  the  company,  and  indeed  the 
prince  himself  wholly  dependent,  the  representatives  of  the  said 
company  were  responsible  for  the  protection  of  the  prince,  and  for 
the  good  government  of  the  country. 


II. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  22nd  of  May,  1780, 
represent  to  the  board  of  Calcutta  the  condition  of  the  said  country 
in  the  following  manner : — 

"  To  the  total  want  of  all  order,  regularity,  or  authority  in  his 
government  [the  Farruckabad  government]  among  other  obviovs 
causes,  it  may,  no  doubt,  be  owing,  that  the  country  of  Farruckabad 
is  become  an  almost  entire  waste,  without  cultivation  or  inhabitants ; 
that  the  capital,  which  but  a  very  short  time  ago  was  distinguished 
as  one  of  the  most  populous  and  opulent  commercial  cities  in  Hin- 
dostan,  at  present  exhibits  nothing  but  scenes  of  the  most  wretched 
poverty,  desolation,  and  misery  ;  and  the  nabob  himself,  though  in 
possession  of  a  tract  of  country,  which,  with  only  common  care, 
is  notoriously  capable  of  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  lacs  (three  or  four  hundred  thousand  pounds)  with 
no  military  establishment  to  maintain,  scarcely  commanding  the  means 
of  bare  subsistence.''''  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  taking  into 
consideration  the  said  state  of  the  country,  and  its  prince,  and  that 
the  latter  had  '■^preferred  frequent  complaints  "  (which  complaints 
the  said  Hastings  to  that  time  did  not  lay  before  the  board,  as  his 
duty  required)  "  of  the  hardships  and  indignities,  to  which  he  is 
subjected  by  the  conduct  of  the  sezauwil  [sequestrator]  stationed 
in  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  annual  tribute,  which 
he  is  bound  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  soubah  of  Oude ;"  he,  the  said 
Hastings,  did  declare  himself  "extremely  desirous,  as  well  from 
motives  of  common  justice,  as  due  regard  to  the  rank,  which  that 
chief  holds  among  the  princes  of  Hindostan,  of  affording  him  relief." 
And  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  the  means  of  the  said  relief, 
did,  with  the  consent  of  the  board,  order  the  said  native  seques- 
trator to  be  removed,  and  an  English  resident,  a  servant  of  the 
company,  to  be  appointed  in  his  room,  declaring  "  he  understood  a 
local  interference  to  be  indispensably  necessary  for  realizing  the 
vizier's  just  demands." 

E  2 
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III. 


That  the  said  native  sequestrator  being  withdrawn,  and  a  resident 
appointed,  no  complaint  whatever  concerning  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  or  of  any  indignities  offered  to  the  prince  of  the  country, 
or  oppression  of  his  subjects  by  the  said  resident,  was  made  to  the 
superior  council  at  Calcutta ;  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did, 
nevertheless,  in  a  certain  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  treaty  made  at 
Chunar  with  the,  nabob  of  Oude,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1781, 
at  the  request  of  the  said  nabob,  consent  to  an  article  therein,  "  that 
no  English  resident  be  appointed  to  Farruckabad,  and  that  the 
present  be  recalled ;"  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  knowing,  that 
the  nabob  of  Oude  was  ill-affected  towards  the  said  nabob  of  Far- 
ruckabad, and  that  he  was  already  supposed  to  have  oppressed  him, 
did  justify  his  conduct  on  the  principles,  and  in  the  words  follow- 
ing :  "  that  if  the  nabob  Mozaffer  Jung  must  endure  oppression, 
{and  I  dare  not  at  this  time  propose  his  total  relief,)  it  concerns  the 
reputation  of  our  government  to  remove  our  participation  in  it!" 
And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  making,  recording,  and  acting  upon 
the  first  of  the  said  false  and  inhuman  suppositions,  most  scandalous 
to  this  nation,  namely,  that  princes  paying  money  wholly  for  the 
use  of  the  company,  and  directly  to  its  agent,  for  the  maintenance 
of  British  troops,  by  whose  force  and  power  the  said  revenue  was  in 
effect  collected,  must  of  necessity  endure  oppression,  and  that  our 
government  at  any  time  dare  not  propose  their  total  relief,  was  a 
high  offence  and  misdemeanor  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and 
the  rather,  because  in  the  said  treaty,  as  well  as  before  and  after, 
the  said  Hastings,  who  pretended  not  to  dare  to  relieve  those 
oppressed  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  did  assume  a  complete  authority 
over  the  said  nabob  himself,  and  did  dare  to  oppress  him. 

IV. 

That  the  second  principle  assumed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
as  a  ground  for  voluntarily  abandoning  the  protection  of  those  whom 
he  had  before  undertaken  to  relieve,  on  the  sole  strength  of  his  own 
authority,  and  in  full  confidence  of  the  lawful  foundation  thereof,  and 
for  dehvering  over  the  persons  so  taken  into  protection,  under  false 
names  and  pretended  descriptions,  to  known  oppression,  asserting 
that  the  reputation  of  the  company  was  saved  by  removing  this 
apparent  participation,  when  the  new  as  well  as  the  old  arrange- 
ments were  truly  and  substantially  acts  of  the  British  government, 
was  disingenuous,  deceitful,  and  used  to  cover  unjustifiable  designs, 
since  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well  knew,  that  all  oppressions 


AGAINST   WAEREN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 


53 


exercised  by  the  nabob  of  Oude  were  solely,  and  in  this  instance 
particularly,  upheld  by  British  force,  and  were  imputed  to  this 
nation ;  and  because  he  himself,  in  not  more  than  three  days  after 
the  execution  of  this  treaty,  and  in  virtue  thereof,  did  direct  the 
British  resident  at  Oude  in  orders,  to  which  he  required  his  most 
implicit  obedience,  "  that  the  ministers  (the  nabob  of  Oude's  minis- 
ters) are  to  choose  all  aumils  and  collectors  of  revenue  with  your 
concurrence."  And  the  dishonour  to  the  company  in  thus  deceit- 
fully concurring  in  oppression,  which  they  were  able  and  were  bound 
to  prevent,  is  much  aggravated  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings's 
receiving  from  the  person,  to  whose  oppression  he  had  delivered  the 
said  prince,  as  a  private  gift  or  donation  to  himself,  and  for  his  own 
use,  a  sum  of  money  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
and  upwards,  which  might  give  just  ground  of  suspicion,  that  the 
said  gift  from  the  oppressor  to  the  person  surrendering  the  person 
injured  to  his  mercy  might  have  had  some  share  in  the  said  criminal 
transaction. 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  (in  the  paper  justifying  the 
said  surrender  of  the  prince,  put  by  himself  under  the  protection  of 
the  East  India  Company)  assert,  "  that  it  was  a  fact,  that  the  nabob 
Muzzattor  Jung  (the  nabob  of  Farruckabad)  is  equally  urgent  with 
the  nabob  vizier  for  the  removal  of  a  resident,"  without  producing, 
as  he  ought  to  have  done,  any  document  to  prove  his  improbable 
assertion,  namely,  his  assertion  that  the  oppressed  prince  did  apply 
to  his  known  enemy  and  oppressor,  the  nabob  of  Oude,  (who,  if  he 
would,  was  not  able  to  relieve  him  against  the  will  of  the  English 
government,)  rather  than  to  that  English  government,  which  he 
must  have  conceived  to  be  more  impartial,  to  which  he  had  made 
his  former  complaint,  and  which  was  alone  able  to  relieve  him. 

VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  said  writing,  did  further 
convey  an  insinuation  of  an  ambiguous,  but,  on  any  construction,  of 
a  suspicious  and  dangerous  import ;  viz.  "  it  is  a  fact,  that  Mr. 
Sheets  (the  resident's)  authority  over  the  territory  of  Farruckabad 
is  in  itself  as  much  subversive  of  that  (of  the  lawful  rulers)  as  that 
of  the  vizier's  aumil  (collector)  ever  was,  and  is  the  more  oppressive, 
as  the  power  from  whence  it  is  derived  is  greater."  The  said  asser- 
tion proceeds  upon  a  supposition  of  the  illegality  both  of  the  nabob's 
and  the  company's  government;  all  consideration  of  the  title  to 
authority  being  therefore  on  that  supposition  put  out  of  the  question, 
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and  the  whole  turning  only  upon  the  exercise  of  authority,  the  said 
Hastings's  suggestion,  that  the  oppression  of  government  must  be 
in  proportion  to  its  power,  is  the  result  of  a  false  and  dangerous 
principle,  and  such  as  it  is  criminal  for  any  person  intrusted  with 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  men  to  entertain,  much  more  publicly  to 
profess  as  a  rule  of  action,  as  the  same  hath  a  direct  tendency  to 
make  the  new  and  powerful  government  of  this  kingdom  in  India 
dreadful  to  the  natives,  and  odious  to  the  world.  But  if  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  mean  thereby  indirectly  to  insinuate,  that 
oppressions  had  been  actually  exercised  under  the  British  authority, 
he  was  bound  to  inquire  into  these  oppressions,  and  to  animadvert 
on  the  person  guilty  of  the  same,  if  proof  thereof  could  be  had ;  and 
the  more,  as  the  authority  was  given  by  himself,  and  the  person 
exercising  it  was  by  himself  also  named.  And  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  on  another  occasion  assert,  that  "  whether  they  were  well 
or  ill-founded  he  never  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain."  But  it  is 
not  true  that  the  said  Hastings  did  or  could  want  such  opportunity ; 
the  fact  being,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  never  cause  any 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  any  supposed  abuses,  during  the  said  resi- 
dency, but  did  give  a  pension  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  to 
the  said  late  resident,  as  a  compensation  to  him  for  an  injury 
received,  and  did  afterwards  promote  the  resident,  as  a  faithful 
servant  of  the  company,  (and  nothing  appears  to  show  him  other- 
wise,) to  a  judicial  office  of  high  trust ;  thereby  taking  away  all 
credit  from  any  grounds  asserted  or  insinuated  by  the  said  Hastings 
for  delivering  the  said  nabob  of  Farruckabad  to  the  hand  of  a  known 
enemy  and  oppressor,  who  had  already,  contrary  to  repeated  treaties, 
deprived  him  of  a  large  part  of  his  territories. 

VII. 

That  on  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  representation  of  the  trans- 
action aforesaid  to  the  court  of  directors,  they  did  heavily  and 
justly  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  the  same,  and  did 
convey  their  censure  to  him,  recommending  relief  to  the  suffering 
prince,  but  without  any  order  for  sending  a  new  resident ;  being,  as 
it  may  be  supposed,  prevented  from  taking  that  step  by  the  faith  of 
the  treaty  made  at  Ohunar. 

VIII. 

That  all  the  oppressions  foreseen  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, when  he  made  the  article  aforesaid  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar, 
did  actually  happen ;  for  immediately  on  the  removal  of  the  British 
resident,  the  country  of  Farruckabad  was  subjected  to  the  discretion 
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of  a  certain  native  manager  of  revenue,  called  Almas  Ali  Khan,  who 
did  impoverish  and  oppress  the  country,  and  insult  the  prince,  and 
did  deprive  him  of  all  subsistence  from  his  own  estates ;  taking 
from  him  even  his  gardens,  and  the  tombs  of  his  ancestors,  and 
the  funds  for  maintaining  the  same. 

IX. 

That  on  complaint  of  those  proceedings,  the  said  Hastings  did 
of  his  own  authority,  and  without  communicating  with  his  council, 
direct  the  native  collector  aforesaid  to  be  removed,  and  the  territory 
of  Farruckabad  to  be  left  to  the  sole  management  of  its  natural 
prince.  But  in  a  short  time  the  said  Hastings,  pretending  to  receive 
many  complaints,  purporting  that  the  tribute  to  the  nabob  remained 
wholly  unpaid,  and  the  agent  to  the  prince  of  Farruckabad  at  the 
presidency,  and  afterwards  chief  manager  to  the  prince  aforesaid, 
having,  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  saith,  "  had  the  insolence  to 
propagate  a  report,  that  the  interference^  to  which  his  master  owed 
the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  vias  purchased  through  him,"  he  the  said 
Hastings  did  again  (but  as  before  without  the  council)  "  withdraw 
his  protection  and  interference  altogether,"  on  or  about  the  month 
of  August,  1 782,  and  did  signify  his  resolution,  through  the  resident 
Middleton,  to  the  nabob  vizier.  But  the  said  Hastings  asserts, 
that  "  the  consequence  of  this  his  own  second  dereliction  of  the 
prince  of  Farruckabad  was  an  aggravated  renewal  of  the  severities 
exercised  against  his  government,  and  the  re-appointment  of  a  seza- 
wall,  with  powers  delegated  or  assumed,  to  the  utter  extinction  of  the 
rights  of  Muzuffer  Jung,  and  actually  depriving  him  of  the  means 
of  subsistence."  And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive,  on  the  1 6th  of 
February,  1783,  from  the  prince  aforesaid,  a  bitter  complaint  of  the 
same  to  the  following  tenor : — 

"  The  miseries  which  have  faUen  upon  my  country,  and  the  poverty 
and  distress  which  have  been  heaped  upon  me  by  the  re-appoint- 
ment of  the  sezawall,  are  such,  that  a  relation  of  them  would,  I  am 
convinced,  excite  the  strongest  feelings  of  compassion  in  your  breast. 
But  it  is  impossible  to  relate  them ;  on  one  side  my  country  ruined, 
and  uncultivated  to  a  degree  of  desolation,  which  exceeds  all  de- 
scription ;  on  the  other,  my  domestic  concerns  and  connexions 
involved  in  such  a  state  of  distress  and  horror,  that  even  the  relations, 
the  children,  and  the  wives  of  my  father,  are  starving  in  want  of  daily 
Iread,  and  are  on  the  point  of  flying  volvmiary  exiles  from  tJieir  cowntry, 
and  from  each  other." 

But  although  the  said  Hastings  did,  on  the  16th  of  February, 
receive  and  admit  the  justice  of  the  said  complaint,  and  did  not 


56  ARTICLES    OF    CHARGE 

deny  the  urgent  necessity  of  redress,  the  said  letter  containing  the 
following  sentence,  "  if  there  should  be  any  delay  in  your  acceptance 
of  this  proposal,  my  existence  and  the  existence  of  my  family  will 
become  difficult  and  doubtful:''^ — and  although  he  did  admit  the 
interference  to  be  the  more  urgently  demanded,  "  as  the  services  of 
the  English  troops  have  been  added  to  enforce  the  authority  of  the 
sezawaU,"  and  although  he  admits  also  that  even  before  that  time 
similar  complaints  and  applications  had  been  made,  yet  he  did  with- 
hold the  said  letter  of  complaint,  a  minute  of  which  he  asserts  he 
had,  at  or  about' that  time,  prepared  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferer 
from  the  board  of  council,  and  did  not  so  much  as  propose  any 
thing  relative  to  the  same  for  seven  months  after,  viz.  until  the  6th 
of  October,  1783  ;  the  said  letter  and  minute  being,  as  he  asserts, 
"  withheld,  from  causes  not  necessary  to  mention,  from  presentation." 
By  which  means  the  said  country  and  prince  did  suffer  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  unnecessary  hardship,  from  which  the  said  Hastings 
confessed  it  was  his  duty  to  relieve  them,  and  that  a  British  re- 
sident was  necessary  at  Farruckabad  "  from  a  sense  of  submission 
to  the  implied  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  in  their  letter  of 
1783,  lately  received,  added  to  the  conviction  I  have  LONG  SINCE 
entertained  of  the  necessity  of  such  an  appointment  for  the  preservation 
of  our  national  credit,  and  the  means  of  rescuing  an  ancient  and 
respectable  family  from  ruin." 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  length  perform  what  he 
thought  had  long  since  been  necessary  :  and  in  contradiction  to  his 
engagements  with  the  nabob  in  the  treaty  of  Ohunar  ;  and  against 
his  strong  remonstrances,  urging  his  humiliation  from  this  measure, 
and  the  faith  of  the  agreement,  and  against  his  own  former  declara- 
tion, that  it  concerned  the  reputation  of  our  government  to  remove 
our  participation  in  the  oppressions  which  he,  the  said  Hastings, 
supposed  the  prince  of  Farruckabad  must  undergo,  did  once  more 
recommend  to  the  council  a  British  resident  at  Farruckabad,  and 
the  withdrawing  the  native  sezewall ;  no  course  being  left  to  the 
said  Hastings  to  take  which  was  not  a  violation  of  some  engage- 
ment, and  a  contradiction  to  some  principle  of  justice  and  policy 
by  him  deliberately  advanced  and  entered  on  record. 

That  Mr.  Willes  being  appointed  resident,  and  having  arrived  at 
Farruckabad  on  the  25th  of  February,  1 784,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  minutely  into  the  state  of  the  country  and  the  ruling  family, 
he,  the  said  resident  Willes,  in  obedience  thereto,  did  fully  explain 
to  him,  the  governor-general,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  (he  being 
then  out  of  the  company's  provinces  at  Lucknow,  on  a  delegation 
which  respected  this  very  country  as  part  of  the  dependencies  of 
Oude),  the  situation  of  the  province  of  Farruckabad  ;  but  the  said 
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Warren  Hastings  did  not  take  or  recommend  any  measure  what- 
soever for  the  rehef  thereof  in  consequence  of  the  said  representa- 
tion ;  nor  even  communicate  to  the  council-general  the  said  repre- 
sentation; and  it  was  not  until  the  28th  of  June,  1783,  that  is, 
sixteen  months  from  the  arrival  of  the  resident  at  his  station,  that 
any  thing  was  laid  before  the  board  relative  to  the  regulation  or 
relief  of  the  distressed  country  aforesaid,  and  that  not  from  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  but  from  other  members  of  the  council ; 
which  purposed  neglect  of  duty,  joined  to  the  preceding  wilful  delay 
of  seven  months  in  proposing  the  said  relief  originally,  caused  near 
two  years'  delay.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is  further 
culpable  in  not  communicating  to  the  council  board  the  order 
which  he  had  of  his  own  authority,  and  without  any  powers  from 
them,  given  to  the  said  resident  Willes,  and  did  thereby  prevent 
them  from  taking  such  steps  as  might  counteract  the  ill  effects  of 
the  said  order  ;  which  order  purported  that  the  said  Willes  was  not 
to  interfere  with  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad's  government,  for  the 
regulation  of  which  he  was  in  effect  appointed  to  the  residency ; 
declaring  as  follows  :  "  I  rely  much  on  your  moderation  and  good 
judgment,  which  I  hope  will  enable  you  to  regulate  your  conduct 
towards  the  nabob  and  his  servants  in  such  a  manner  that,  without 
interfering  in  the  executive  part  of  his  government,  you  may  render 
him  essential  service  by  your  council  and  advice^  And  this  restric- 
tion the  said  Hastings  did  impose,  which  totally  frustrated  the 
purpose  of  the  resident's  mission,  though  he  well  knew,  and  had 
frequently  stated,  the  extreme  imbecility  and  weakness  of  the  said 
nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  his  subjection  to  unworthy  servants. 
And  in  the  minute  of  consultation,  upon  which  he  founded  the 
appointment,  he  did  state  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad  "  as  a  weak 
and  unexperienced  young  man,  who  had  abandoned  himself  entirely 
to  the  discretion  of  his  servants ;  and  the  restoration  of  his  inde- 
pendence was  followed  by  a  total  breach  of  the  engagements  he  had 
promised  to  fulfil,  attended  by  pointed  instances  of  contumacy  and 
disrespect."  And  in  the  said  minute  the  said  Hastings  adds  (as 
before  mentioned),  his  principal  servant  and  manager  had  propa- 
gated a  report  that  the  "  interference  (namely,  his  the  said  Hastings's 
interference)  to  which  his  master  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed, 
was  purchased  by  him,"  the  principal  servant  aforesaid ;  yet  he,  the 
said  Hastings,  who  had  assigned  on  record  the  character  of  the 
said  nabob,  and  the  conduct  of  his  servants,  and  the  aforesaid 
report  of  his  principal  servant,  so  highly  dishonourable  to  him  the 
said  Hastings,  as  reasons  for  taking  away  the  independency  of  the 
nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  the  subjecting  him  to  the  oppression 
of  the  nabob  of  Oude's  officer,  Almar  Ali,  did  again  estabhsh.the 
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pretended  independence  of  the  said  prince  of  Farruckabad,  and  the 
real  independence  of  his  corrupt  and  perfidious  servants,  not  against 
the  nabob  of  Oude,  but  against  a  British  resident  appointed  by 
himself  ("as  a  character  eminently  qualified  for  such  a  charge ") 
for  the  correction  of  those  evils,  and  for  rendering  the  prince  afore- 
said an  useful  ally  to  the  company,  and  restoring  his  dominions  to 
order  and  plenty. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  only  disable  the  resident  at 
Farruckabad  by  his  said  prohibitory  letter,  but  did  render  his  very 
remaining  at  all  in  that  station  perfectly  precarious  by  a  subsequent 
letter,  rendering  him  liable  to  dismission  by  the  vizier — thereby 
changing  the  tenure  of  the  resident's  office,  and  changing  him  from 
a  minister  of  the  company,  dependent  on  the  governor-general  in 
council,  to  a  dependent  upon  an  imresponsible  power  ;  in  this  also 
acting  without  the  council,  and  by  his  own  usurped  authority ;  and 
accordingly  the  resident  did  declare,  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  of 
April,  1785,  "  that  the  situation  of  the  country  was  more  distressful 
than  when  he  (the  prince  of  Farruckabad)  addressed  himself  for 
relief  in  1 783  ;  and  that  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  his  appointment 
at  Farruckabad  was  of  no  use."  That  though  the  old  tribute 
could  not  be  paid,  owing  to  famine  and  other  causes,  it  was 
increased  by  a  new  imposition,  making  the  whole  equal  the  entire 
gross  produce  of  the  revenue  ;  that  therefore  there  will  not  be  "  any 
thing  for  the  subsistence  of  the  nabob  and  family.''''  And  the  uncles 
of  the  said  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  the  brethren  of  the  late  Ahmed 
Khan  (who  had  rendered  important  services  to  the  company)  and 
their  children,  in  a  petition  to  the  resident,  represented  that  soon 
after  the  succession  of  Mouzaffer  Jung  "their  misery  commenced. 
The  jaghires  (lands  and  estates)  on  which  they  subsisted  were  dis- 
allowed. Our  distress  is  great ;  we  have  neither  clothes  nor  food. 
Though  we  felt  hurt  at  the  idea  of  explaining  our  situation,  yet, 
could  we  have  found  a  mode  of  conveyance,  we  would  have  pro- 
ceeded to  Calcutta  for  redress.  The  scarcity  of  grain  this  season 
is  an  additional  misfortune.  With  difficulty  we  support  Hfe.  From 
your  presence  without  the  provinces  we  expect  relief.  It  is  not 
the  custom  of  the  company  to  deprive  the  zemindars  and  jaghire- 
dars  of  the  means  of  subsistence.     To  your  justice  we  look  up." 

This  being  the  situation  of  the  person  and  family  of  the  nabob 
of  Farruckabad  and  his  nearest  relations,  the  state  of  the  country 
and  its  capital,  prevented  from  all  relief  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  is  described  in  the  following  words  by  the  resident 
Willes : 

"Almas  Ali  has  taken  the  pergunnah  of  Marara  at  a  very 
inadequate  rent,  and  his  aumils  have  seized  many  adjacent  villages  ; 
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the  pergunnahs  of  Cocutmow  and  Souje  are  constantly  plundered 
by  his  people.  The  collection  of  the  Gauts  near  Futty  Ghur  has 
been  seized  by  the  viziers  cutwal,  and  the  zemindars  in  four 
pergunnahs  are  so  refractory  as  to  have  forfeited  themselves  in 
their  gurries,  and  to  refuse  all  payments  of  revenue.  This  is  the 
state  of  the  purgunnahs ;  and  ParrucJcabad,  which  was  once  the  seat 
of  great  opulence  and  trade,  is  now  daily  deserted  hy  its  inhabitants  ; 
its  walls  mouldering  away,  without  police,  without  protection ;  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  a  banditti  of  two  or  three  hundred  robbers,  who, 
night  after  night,  enter  it  for  plunder,  murdering  all  who  oppose  them. 
The  ruin  that  has  omrtaJcen  this  country  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
when  it  is  considered  that  there  has  been  no  stable  government  for  many 
years.  There  has  been  the  nabob  vizier's  authority,  his  ministers, 
the  residents  at  Lucknow,  the  sezawalls,  the  camp  authority,  the 
nabob  Muzuffer  Jung's,  and  that  of  twenty  dewans  or  advisers. 
No  authority  sufi&ciently  predominant  to  establish  any  regulations 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  whilst  each  authority  has  been 
exerted,  as  opportunity  offered,  for  temporary  purposes. 

"  Such  being  the  present  deplorable  state  of  Farruckabad  and  its 
districts,  in  the  ensuing  year  it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  revenue, 
if  some  regulations  equal  to  the  exigency  be  not  adopted.  The 
whole  country  will  be  divided  between  the  neighbouring  powerful 
aumils,  the  refractory  zemindars,  and  banditti  of  robbers ;  and  the 
Patans,  who  might  be  made  useful  subjects,  will  fly  from  the  scene 
of  anarchy.  The  crisis  appears  now  come,  that  either  some  plan 
of  government  should  be  resolved  on,  so  as  to  form  faithful  subjects 
on  the  frontier,  or  the  country  be  given  up  to  its  fate ;  and  if  it  be 
abandoned,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  Mahrattas  will 
gladly  seize  on  a  station  so  favourable  to  incursions  into  the  vizier's 
dominions;  will  attach  to  their  interests  the  Hindoo  zemindars, 
and  possess  themselves  of  forts,  which,  with  httle  expense  made 
formidable,  would  give  employment  perhaps  to  the  whole  of  our 
force,  should  it  be  ever  necessary  to  recover  them." 

That  the  council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  representation  aforesaid 
made  by  the  resident  at  Farruckabad,  did  propose  and  record  a 
plan  for  the  better  government  of  the  said  country,  but  did  delay 
the  execution  of  the  same,  until  the  arrangements  made  by  the  said 
Hastings  with  the  nabob  vizier  should  be  known ;  but  the  said 
Hastings,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  did  entirely  set  aside  any  plan  that 
could  be  formed  for  that  purpose  upon  the  basis  of  a  British 
resident  at  Farruckabad,  by  engaging  with  the  said  nabob  vizier 
that  no  British  influence  shall  be  employed  within  his  dominions, 
and  he  has  engaged  to  that  prince  not  to  abandon  him  to  any 
other  mode  of  relation ;  and  he  has  informed  the  court  of  directors. 
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that  the  territories  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  will  be  ruined  if  residents 
are  sent  into  them,  observing,  that  "residents  never  will  be  sent 
for  any  other  purposes  than  those  of  vengeance  and  corruption." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  declare  to  the  court  of 
directors,  that  in  his  opinion  the  mode  of  relief  most  effectual,  and 
most  lenient  with  regard  to  Farruckabad,  would  be  to  nominate 
one  of  the  family  of  the  prince  to  superintend  his  affairs  and  to 
secure  the  payments ;  but  this  plan,  which  appears  to  be  most  con- 
nected with  the  rights  of  the  ruling  family,  whilst  it  provides  against 
the  imbecility  of  the  natural  lord,  and  is  free  from  his  objection 
to  a  resident,  is  the  only  one  which  the  said  Hastings  never  has 
executed,  or  even  proposed  to  execute. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  the  agreements  aforesaid,  has  left  the 
company  in  such  an  alternative,  that  they  can  neither  relieve  the 
said  prince  of  Farruckabad  from  oppression  without  a  breach  of 
the  engagements  entered  into  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  with  the 
nabob  vizier  in  the  name  of  the  company,  nor  suffer  him  to  remain 
under  the  said  oppression  without  violating  all  faith,  and  all  the 
rules  of  justice  with  regard  to  him.  And  the  said  Hastings 
hath  directly  made  or  authorized  no  less  than  six  revolutions  in 
less  than  five  years  in  the  aforesaid  harassed  province ;  by  which 
frequent  and  rapid  changes  of  government,  all  of  them  made  in 
contradiction  to  all  his  own  declared  motives  and  reasons  for  the 
several  acts  successively  done  and  undone  in  this  transaction,  the 
distresses  of  the  country,  and  the  disorders  in  its  administration, 
have  been  highly  aggravated ;  and  in  the  said  irregular  proceedings, 
and  in  the  gross  and  complicated  violations  of  faith  with  aU  parties, 
the  said  Hastings  is  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 


VI.  DESTEUCTION  OF  THE  RAJAH  OF  SAHLONE. 


That  the  late  nabob  of  Oude,  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  did  (on  what 
reasons  of  policy,  or  pretences  of  justice,  is  unknown)  dispossess 
a  certain  native  person  of  distinction  or  eminent  rajah  residing 
in  the  country  of  Sahlone,  "  the  lineal  descendant  of  the  most 
powerful  Hindoo  family  in  that  part  of  Hindostan,"  of  his  patri- 
monial estate ;  and  conferred  the  same,  or  part  of  the  same,  on  his 
(the  nabob's)  mother  as  a  jaghire  [or  estate]  for  the  term  of  her 
life :  and  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  in  order  to  quiet  the  country, 
and  to  satisfy  in  some  measure  the  principal  and  other  inhabitants, 
did  allow  and  pay  a  certain  pension  to  the  said  rajah  ;  which  pen- 
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sion,  on  the  general  confiscation  of  jaghires  (made  at  the  in- 
stigation of  the  said  Warren  Hastings),  and  by  the  letting  the 
lands  so  confiscated  to  farmers  at  rack-rents,  was  discontinued  and 
refused  to  be  paid ;  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  said  pension, 
"  on  account  of  the  personal  respect  borne-  to  the  rajah,  (as  con- 
nexions with  him  are  sought  for,  and  thought  to  confer  honour,)" 
did  cause  an  universal  discontent,  and  violent  commotions,  in  the 
district  of  Sahlone  and  other  parts  of  the  province  of  Oude,  with 
great  consequent  effusion  of  blood,  and  interruption,  if  not  total 
discontinuance,  to  the  collection  of  the  revenues  in  those  parts,  other 
than  as  the  same  was  irregularly,  and  with  great  damage  to  the 
country,  enforced  by  British  troops. 


II. 

That  Mr.  Lumsdaine,  the  ofiicer  employed  to  reduce  those  dis- 
ordered parts  of  the  province  to  submission,  after  several  advan- 
tages gained  over  the  rajah  and  his  adherents,  and  expelling  him 
from  the  country,  did  represent  the  utter  impossibility  of  bringing 
it  to  a  permanent  settlement  "  merely  by  forcible  methods  ;  as  in 
any  of  his  (the  rajah's)  incursions  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
bring  even  a  force  with  him,  as  the  zemindars  [landed  proprietors 
and  freeholders]  are  much  attached  to  the  rajah,  whom  they 
consider  as  their  hereditary  prince,  and  never  fail  to  assist  him ; 
and  that  his  rebellion  against  government  is  not  looked  on  as  a 
crime ;"  and  Mr.  Lumsdaine  declared  it  "  as  his  clear  opinion, 
that  the  allowing  the  said  rajah  a  pension,  suitable  to  his  rank  and 
influence  in  the  country,  would  be  the  most  certain  mode  of 
obtaining  a  permanent  peace ;"  alleging,  among  other  cogent 
reasons,  "  that  the  expense  of  the  force  necessary  to  be  employed 
to  subdue  the  country  might  be  spared,  and  employed  elsewhere  ; 
and  that  the  people  would  return  to  their  villages  with  their 
cattle  and  eflfects,  and  of  course  government  have  some  secm-ity 
for  the  revenue,  whereas  at  present  they  have  none:"  and  the 
representation  containing  that  prudent  and  temperate  counsel, 
given  by  a  military  man  of  undoubted  information  and  perfect 
experience  in  the  local  circumstances  of  the  country,  was  transmitted 
by  the  resident  Bristow  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did 
wilfully  and  criminally  omit  to  order  any  relief  to  the  said  rajah 
in  conformity  to  the  general  sense  and  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
a  compliance  with  whose  so  reasonable  an  expectation,  his  duty  in 
restoring  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  in  retrieving  the 
honour  of  the  English  government,  did  absolutely  require.  But 
instead  of  making  such  provision  a  price  was  set  upon  his  head; 
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and  several  bodies  of  British  troops  being  employed  to  pursue  him, 
after  many  skirmishes  and  much  bloodshed,  and  mutual  waste  of 
the  country,  the  said  rajah,  honoured  and  respected  by  the  natives, 
was  hunted  down,  and  at  length  killed  in  a  thicket. 

VII.  CONTRACTS. 

That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  India  Company  had 
laid  down  the  following  fundamental  rules  for  the  conduct  of 
such  of  the  company's  business  in  Bengal  as  could  be  performed 
by  contract ;  and  had  repeatedly  and  strictly  ordered  the  governor 
and  council  of  Forl^WiUiam  to  observe  those  rules ;  viz.  that  all 
contracts  should  be  publicly  advertised,  and  the  most  reasonable 
proposals  accepted ;  that  the  contracts  of  provisions,  and  for 
furnishing  draught  and  carriage-bullocks  for  the  army,  should  be 
annual ;  and  that  they  should  not  fail  to  advertise  for  and  receive 
proposals  for  those  contracts  every  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct  disobedience  to  the 
said  positive  orders,  and  as  the  directors  themselves  say,  by  a  most 
deliberate  breach  of  his  duty,  did,  in  September,  1777,  accept 
of  proposals  offered  by  Ernest  Alexander  Johnson  for  providing 
draught  and  carriage-bullocks,  and  for  victualling  the  Europeans, 
without  advertising  for  proposals,  as  he  was  expressly  commanded 
to  do,  and  extended  the  contract  for  three  years,  which  was 
positively  ordered  to  be  annual ;  and,  notwithstanding  that  exten- 
sion of  the  period,  which  ought  at  least  to  have  been  compensated 
by  some  advantage  to  the  company  in  the  conditions,  did  conclude 
the  said  contract  v^on  terms  less  advantageous  than  the  preceding 
contract,  and  therefore  not  on  the  lowest  terms  procurable :  that  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  judgment  and  lawful 
orders  of  his  superiors,  which  in  this  case  left  him  no  option,  de- 
clared, that  he  disapproved  of  publishing  for  proposals,  and  that  the 
contract  was  reduced  too  low  already:  thereby  avowing  himself 
the  advocate  of  the  contractor,  against  whom,  as  representative  of 
the  company,  and  guardian  of  their  interests,  he  properly  was  party, 
and  preferring  the  advantage  of  the  contractor  to  those  of  his 
own  constituents  and  employers : — that  the  court  of  directors 
of  the  East  India  Company,  having  carefully  considered  the  cir- 
cumstances and  tendency  of  this  transaction,  condemned  it  in  the 
strongest  terms,  declaring,  that  they  woiJd  not  permit  the  contract 
to  be  continued,  and  that,  "  if  the  contractor  should  think  himself 
aggrieved,  and  take  measures  in  consequence  by  which  the  com- 
pany became  involved  in  loss  or  damage,  they  should  certainly  hold 
the  majority  of  the  council  responsible  for  such  loss  or  damage, 
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and  proceed  against  them  accordingly." — That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  defiance  of  orders,  which  the  directors  say  were  plain 
and  unequivocal,  did  in  January,  1777,  receive  from  George  Templer 
a  proposal,  essentially  different  from  the  advertisement  published 
by  the   governor-general  and   council  for  receiving   proposals  for 
feeding  the   company's   elephants,    and    did   accept    thereof,    not 
only  without  having  recourse  to  the  proper  means  for  ascertaining 
whether  the  said  proposal  was  the  lowest  that  would  be  offered, 
but  with  another  actually  before  the  board,  nearly  30  per  cent, 
lower  than  that  made  by  the  said  George  Templer,  to  whom  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  granted  a  contract,  in  the  terms  proposed 
by  the  said  Templer,  for  three  years,  and  did  afterwards  extend  the 
same  to  five  years,  with  new  and  distinct  conditions  accepted  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  without  advertising  for  fresh  proposals, 
by   which  the   company   were   very   considerable   losers : — on  all 
which  the  court  of  directors  declared,  "that  this  waste  of  their 
property   could    not    be   permitted :   that   he,   the    said   Warren 
Hastings,  had  disregarded   their   authority,    and   disobeyed   their 
orders,  in  not  taking  the  lowest  offers  ;"  and  they  ordered  that  the 
contract  for  elephants  should  be  annulled ;  and  the  said  directors 
further  declared,  that  "  if  the  contractor  should  recover  damages  of 
the  company  for  breach  of  engagement,  they  were  determined,  in 
such  case,  to  institute  a  suit  at  law  against  those  members  of  the 
board,  who   had  presimied,  in   direct  breach   of  their   orders,    to 
prefer  the  interests  of  an  individual  to  that  of  the  company." — 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  in  the  year   1777   conclude 

with Forde   a   contract   for   an   armed   vessel   for   the 

pilotage  of  the  Chittigong  river,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  coast 
and  river  against  the  incursions  of  robbers,  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  in  further  disobedience  of  the  company's  orders  respecting 
the  mode  and  duration  of  contracts,  and  with  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  expense  to  the  company  : — that  the  farming  out  the  de- 
fence of  a  country  to  a  contractor  being  wholly  unprecedented,  and 
evidently  absurd,  could  have  no  real  object  but  to  enrich  the  eon- 
tractor  at  the  company's  expense ;  since  either  the  service  was  not 
dangerous,  and  then  the  establishment  was  totally  unnecessary,  or 
if  it  was  a  dangerous  service,  it  was  evidently  the  interest  of  the 
contractor  to  avoid  such  danger,  and  not  to  hazard  the  loss  of  his 
ship  or  men,  which  must  be  replaced  at  his  own  expense ;  and 
therefore  that  an  active  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  contractor's 
duty  was  incompatible  with  his  interest. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  further  defiance  of  the 
company's  orders,  and  in  breach  of  the  established  rule  of  their 
service,  did,  in  the  year  1777,  conclude  a  contract  with  the  master 
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and  deputy  master-attendant  of  the  company's  marine  or  pilot- 
service,  for  supplying  the  said  marine  with  naval  stores,  and 
executing  the  said  service  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  without 
advertising  for  proposals ;  that  the  use  and  expenditure  of  such 
stores  and  the  direction  of  the  pilot  vessels  are  under  the  manage- 
ment and  at  the  disposition  of  the  master-attendant  by  virtue  of 
his  office  ;  that  he  is  officially  the  proper  and  regular  check  upon 
the  person  who  furnishes  the  stores,  and  bound  by  hLs  duty  to  take 
care  that  all  contracts  for  furnishing  such  stores  are  duly  and 
faithfully  executed': — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  uniting 
the  supply  and  the  check  in  the  same  hands,  did  not  only  disobey 
the  company's  specific  orders,  and  violate  the  fundamental  rules 
and  practice  of  the  service,  but  did  overset  the  only  just  and 
rational  principle  on  which  this,  and  every  other  service  of  a  similar 
nature,  ought  to  be  conducted ;  and  did  not  only  subject  the 
company's  interest,  in  point  of  expense,  to  fraud  and  collusion,  but 
did  thereby  expose  the  navigation  of  the  Bengal  river  to  manifest 
hazard  and  distress  ;  considering  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master- 
attendant  to  take  care  that  the  pilot-vessels  are  constantly  stationed 
in  the  roads  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  company's  ships,  especially 
in  tempestuous  weather,  and  that  they  should  be  in  a  constant  con- 
dition to  keep  the  sea ;  whereas  it  is  manifestly  the  interest  of  the 
contractor,  in  the  first  instance,  to  equip  the  said  vessels  as  scantily 
as  possible,  and  afterwards  to  expose  them  as  little  as  possible  to 
any  service,  in  which  the  stores  to  be  replaced  by  him  might  be  lost 
or  consumed ;  and.  finally,  that  in  June,  1779,  the  said  contract 
was  prolonged  to  the  said  master-attendant  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  for  the  further  period  of  two  years  from  the  expiration  of 
the  first,  without  advertising  for  proposals. — That  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  of  the  preceding  contracts  have  been  annulled,  or 
the  charges  attending  any  of  them  abated,  or  that  the  court  of 
directors  have  ever  taken  any  measures  to  compel  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  to  indemnify  the  company,  or  to  make  good  any  part  of 
the  preceding  loss  incurred  by  the  contracts. 

That  in  the  year  1777  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  recommend 
and  appoint  John  Belh,  at  that  time  his  private  secretary,  to  be 
agent  for  supplying  the  garrison  of  Fort-A\'illiam  -(^-ith  victualling 
stores ;  that  the  stores  were  to  be  purchased  with  money  advanced 
by  the  company ;  and  tliat  the  said  agent  was  to  be  allowed  a  com- 
mission or  per-centage  for  his  risk  and  trouble :  that,  in  order  to 
ascertain  what  sum  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the 
agent,  the  governor-general  and  council  agreed  to  consult  some 
of  the  principal  merchants  of  Calcutta:  that  the  merchants  so 
consulted,  reported  their  opinion,  that  20  per  cent,  on  the  prime 
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cost  of  the  stores  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  to  the  agent : 
that,  nevertheless,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  supported  by  the 
vote  and  concurrence  of  Richard  Barwell,  then  a  member  of  the 
supreme  council,  did  propose  and  carry  it,  that  30  per  cent, 
per  annum  should  be  allowed  upon  all  stores  to  be  provided  by  the 
agent :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  professed  that  "he  pre- 
ferred an  agency  to  a  contract  for  this  service,  because,  if  it  were 
performed  by  contract,  it  must  then  be  advertised,  and  the  world 
would  know  what  provision  was  made  for  the  defence  of  the  fort  ;■" 
as  if  its  being  publicly  known  that  the  fort  was  well  provided  for 
defence  were  likely  to  encourage  an  enemy  to  attack  it. — That  in 
August,  1779,  in  defiance  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  himself  for 
preferring  an  agency  to  a  contract,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  propose  and  carry  it,  that  the  agency  should  be  converted  into  a 
contract,  to  be  granted  to  the  said  John  Belli,  without  advertising 
for  proposals,  and  fixed  for  the  term  of  five  years,  "  pretending  that 
he  had  received  frequent  remonstrances  from  the  said  agent 
concerning  the  heavy  losses  and  inconveniences  to  which  he  was 
subjected  by  the  indefinite  terms  of  his  agency ;"  notwithstanding  it 
appeared  by  evidence  produced  at  the  board,  that,  on  a  supply  of 
about  .37,000^.,  he  had  already  drawn  a  commission  of  22,000^.  and 
upwards. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  pledged  himself,  that,  if 
required  hi/  the  court  of  directors,  the  profits  arising  from  the  ag&ncy 
should  he  paid  into  the  company's  treasury,  and  appropriated  as  the 
court  should  direct. — That  the  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they 
were  advised  of  the  first  appointment  of  the  said  agency,  declai-ed 
that  they  considered  the  commission  of  20  per  cent,  as  an  ample 
compensation  to  the  agent ;  and  did  positively  order,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  engagement  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  "  the 
commission,  paid  or  to  be  paid  to  the  said  agent,  should  be  reduced 
to  20  per  cent." — That  the  said  John  Belli  did  positively  refuse  to 
refund  any  part  of  the  profits  he  had  received,  or  to  submit  to  a 
diminution  of  those  which  he  was  stiU  to  receive ;  and  that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  has  never  made  good  his  own  voluntary  and 
solemn  engagement  to  the  court  of  directors  herein  above  men- 
tioned :  and  as  his  failure  to  perform  the  said  engagement  is  a 
breach  of  faith  to  the  company,  so  his  performance  of  such  engage- 
ment, if  he  had  performed  it,  and  even  his  ofiering  to  pledge  him- 
self for  the  agent,  in  the  first  instance,  ought  to  be  taken  as 
presumptive  evidence  of  a  connexion  between  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  and  the  said  agent,  his  private  secretary,  which  ought  not 
to  exist  between  a  governor  acting  in  behalf  of  the  company,  and  a 
contractor  making  terms  with  such  governor  for  the  execution  of  a 
public  service. 
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That,  before  the  expiration  of  the  contract  hereinbefore  mentioned 
for  supplying  the  army  with  draught  and  carriage  bullocks,  granted 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  Ernest  Alexander  Johnson  for 
three  years,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose  and  carry  it  in 
council,  that  a  new  contract  should  be  made  on  a  new  plan,  and 
that  an  offer  thereof  should  be  made  to  Richard  Johnson,  brother 
and  executor  of  the  said  contractor,  without  advertising  for  pro- 
posals, for  the  term  of  five  years : — that  this  offer  was  volwntarily 
accepted  by  the  said  Eichard  Johnson,  who  at  the  same  time 
desired,  and  obtained,  that  the  new  contracts  should  be  made  out 
in  the  name  of  Charles  Croftes,  the  company's  accountant  and  sub- 
treasurer  at  Forl^ William : — that  the  said  Charles  Croftes  offered 
the  said  Richard  Johnson  as  one  of  his  securities  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  said  contract,  who  was  accepted  as  such  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  ;  and  that,  at  the  request  of  the  said  contractor, 
the  contract  for  victualling  the  Eiu-opeans  serving  at  the  presidency 
was  added  to  and  united  vsdth  that  for  furnishing  bullocks,  and  fixed 
for  the  same  period  ;  that  this  extension  of  the  periods  of  the  said 
contracts  was  not  compensated  by  a  diminution  in  the  charge  to  be 
incurred  by  the  company  on  that  account,  as  it  ought  to  have  been ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  charge  was  immoderately  increased  by  the 
new  contracts ;  insomuch  that  it  was  proved  by  statements  and 
computations  produced  at  the  board,  that  the  increase  on  the 
victualling  contract  would  in  five  years  amount  to  40,000?. ;  and 
that  the  increase  on  the  bullock  contract,  in  the  same  period,  would 
amount  to  above  400,000?. :  that  when  this  and  many  other  weighty 
objections  against  the  terms  of  the  said  contracts  were  urged  in 
council  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  declared  that  lie  should 
deliver  a  reply  thereto;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  did  ever 
deliver  such  reply,  or  ever  enter  into  a  justification  of  any  part  of 
his  conduct  in  this  transaction.  That  the  act  of  parliament  of 
1773,  by  which  the  first  governor-general  and  council  were  ap- 
pointed, did  expressly  limit  the  duration  of  their  office  to  the  term 
of  five  years,  which  expired  in  October,  1779,  and  that  the  several 
contracts,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  were  granted  in  September, 
1799,  and  were  made  to  continue  _/?«)e  years  after  the  expiration  of 
the  government  by  which  they  were  granted ;  that  by  this  anticipa- 
tion the  discretion  and  judgment  of  the  succeeding  government, 
respecting  the  subject-matter  of  such  contracts,  was  taken  away, 
and  any  correction  or  improvement  therein  rendered  impracticable. 
— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  might  have  been  justified  by  the 
rules  and  practice,  or  by  the  necessity,  of  the  public  service  in 
binding  the  government  by  engagements  to  endure  one  year  after 
the  expiration  of  his  own  office ;  but  on  no  principles  could  he  be 
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justified  in  extending  such  engagements  beyond  the  term  of  one 
year,  much  less  on  the  principles  he  has  avowed,  namely,  "  that  it 
was  only  an  act  of  common  justice  in  him  to  secure  everif  man  con- 
nected with  Mm,  as  far  as  he  legally  could,  from  the  apprehension  of 
future  oppression."  That  the  oppression  to  which  such  apprehen- 
sion, if  real,  must  allude,  could  only  consist  in,  and  arise  out  of,  the 
obedience  which  he  feared  a  future  government  might  pay  to  the 
orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  by  making  all  contracts  annual,  and 
advertising  for  proposals  publicly  and  indifferently  from  all  persons 
whatever,  by  which  it  might  happen  that  such  beneficial  contracts 
would  not  be  constantly  held  by  men  connected  with  Mm,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings : — that  this  declaration,  made  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  combined  with  all  the  circumstances  of  these 
transactions,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  that,  in  disobeying  the  com- 
pany's orders,  and  betraying  the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  guardian  of 
the  company's  property,  his  object  was  to  purchase  the  attachment 
of  a  number  of  individuals,  and  to  form  a  party  capable  of  supporting 
and  protecting  him  in  return. 

That  with  the  same  view,  and  on  the  same  principles,  it  appears 
that  excessive  salaries  and  emoluments,  at  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's charge  and  expense,  have  been  lavished  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  to  sundry  individuals,  contrary  to  the  general  principles 
of  his  duty,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  positive  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors  ;  particularly,  that  whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the 
court  of  proprietors  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  by  an  instruc- 
tion of  the  court  of  directors,  it  was  provided  and  expressly  ordered 
that  there  should  be  paid  to  the  late  Sir  John  Clavering  "  the  sum 
of  six  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum  in  full  for  his  services  as 
commander-in-chief,  in  lieu  of  travelling  charges  and  of  all  other 
advantages  and  emoluments  whatever :"  and  whereas  the  court  of 
directors  positively  ordered  that  the  late  "  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should 
receive  the  same  pay  as  commander-in-chief  of  their  forces  in  India 
as  was  received  by  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Clavering  ;" — the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless,  within  a  very  short  time  after 
Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival  in  Bengal,  did  propose  and  carry  it  in 
council,  that  a  new  estabUshment  should  be  created  for  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  by  which  an  increase  of  expense  would  be  incurred  by  the 
India  Company  to  the  amount  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year 
and  upwards,  exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to  his  salary  of  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year,  provided  for  him  by  act  of  parliament  as  a 
member  of  the  «upreme  council,  and  exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to 
his  salary  of  six  thousand  pounds  a  year  as  commander-in-chief, 
appointed  for  him  by  the  company,  and  expressly  fixed  to  that 
amount. 

F  3 
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That  the  disobedience  and  breach  of  trust,  of  which  the  said 
"Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  in  this  transaction,  is  highly  aggra- 
vated by  the  following  circumstances  connected  with  it :  that  from 
the  death  of  Sir  John  Clavering  to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Eyre  Ooote  in 
Bengal  the  provisional  command  of  the  army  had  devolved  to,  and 
been  vested  in,  Brigadier-General  Giles  Stibbert,  the  eldest  officer 
on  that  establishment :  that  in  this  capacity,  and,  as  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  has  declared,  "  standing  no  way  distinguished 
from  the  other  officers  in  the  army,  but  by  his  accidental  succession 
to  the  first  placfe  on  the  list,"  he,  the  said  Giles  Stibbert,  had,  by 
the  recommendation  and  procurement  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, received  and  enjoyed  a  salary,  and  other  allowances,  to  the 
amount  of  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds 
twelve  shillings  per  annum. — That  Sir  Eyre  Ooote,  soon  after  his 
arrival,  represented  to  the  board  that  a  considerable  part  of  those 
allowances,  amounting  to  8220^.  10s.  per  annum,  ought  to  devolve 
to  himself,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  company's  forces  in 
India ;  and  stating  that  the  said  Giles  Stibbert  could  no  longer  be 
considered  as  commander-in-chief  under  the  presidency  of  Fort- 
William,  made  a  formal  demand  of  the  same. — That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  reducing  the  allowances  of  the  said 
Giles  Stibbert  to  the  establishment  at  which  they  stood  during 
General  Clavering's  command,  and  for  the  continuance  of  which, 
after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival,  there  could  be  no  pretence,  con- 
tinued the  allowances  of  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  pounds  twelve  shillings  per  annum  to  the  said  Giles  Stibbert ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to  appease  and  satisfy  the  demand 
of  the  said  Sir  Eyre  Ooote,  did  create  for  him  that  new  establish- 
ment, hereinbefore  specified,  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  per 
annum ;  insomuch  that,  instead  of  the  allowance  of  six  thousand 
powihds  a  year,  in  lieu  of  travelling  charges,  and  of  all  emoluments 
and  allowances  whatsoever,  to  which  the  pay  and  allowances  of 
commander-in-chief  were  expressly  limited  by  the  united  act  of  the 
legislative  and  executive  powers  of  the  company,  the  annual  charge 
to  be  borne  by  the  company  on  that  account  was  increased  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  enormous  sum  of  thirty-eight  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds  ten  shillings  sterling. 

"  That  on  the  1st  of  November,  1779,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  move,  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  the  resident  at  the  vizier's 
court  should  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  all  the  extra  allow- 
ances and  charges  of  the  commander-in-chief  when  in  the  field,  with 
orders  to  add  the  same  to  the  debit  of  the  vizier's  account,  as  a 
part  of  his  general  subsidy ;  the  charge  to  commence  from  the  day 
on  which  the  general  shall  pass  the  Oarumnassa,  and  to  continue  till 
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his  return  to  the  same  line." — That  this  additional  expense,  imposed 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  on  the  vizier,  was  unjust  in  itself, 
and  a  breach  of  treaty  with  that  prince,  the  specific  amount  of  the 
subsidy  to  be  paid  by  him  having  been  fixed  by  a  treaty,  to  which 
no  addition  could  justly  be  made,  but  at  the  previous  requisition  of 
the  vizier. — That  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  18th 
of  October,  1780,  did  condemn  and  prohibit  the  continuation  of  the 
allowances  above-mentioned  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the  following 
words :  "  These  allowances  appear  to  us  in  a  light  so  very  extra- 
ordinary, and  so  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  a  resolution  of  the 
general  court  of  proprietors  respecting  the  allowance  made  to 
General  Olavering,  that  we  positively  direct  that  they  be  dis- 
continued immediately,  and  no  part  thereof  paid  after  the  receipt  of 
this  letter."— That  on  the  27th  of  April,  1781,  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  directors,  did 
signify  the  same  to  the  commissary-general,  as  an  instruction  to 
him  that  the  extraordinary  allowances  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should  be 
discontinued,  and  no  part  thereof  paid  after  that  day ;  that  it 
appears,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  extra  allowances  (amounting  to 
above  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year)  were  continued  to 
be  charged  to  the  vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Ooote,  in  defiance  of 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  in  defiance  of  the  consequent 
resolution  of  the  governor-general  and  council ;  and  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  terms  of  the  original  motion,  made  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  for  adding  those  allowances  to  the  debit  of  the 
vizier,  viz.  "  that  they  should  continue  till  Sir  Eyre  Ooote's  return 
to  the  Carumnassa." — That  Sir  Eyre  Ooote  arrived  at  Calcutta 
about  the  end  of  August,  1780,  and  must  have  crossed  the 
Carumnassa,  in  his  return  from  Oude,  some  weeks  before,  when 
the  charge  on  the  vizier,  if  at  any  time  proper,  ought  to  have 
ceased. — That  it  appears  that  the  said  allowances  were  continued 
to  be  charged  against  the  vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Ooote,  for 
three  years  after,  even  while  he  was  serving  in  the  Carnatic,  and 
that  this  was  done  by  the  sole  authority  and  private  command  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  East  India  Company  having  thought  proper  to  create 
the  office  of  advocate-general  in  Bengal,  and  to  appoint  Sir  John 
Day  to  that  office,  it  was  resolved  by  a  general  court  of  proprietors 
that  a  salary  of  3000?.  a  year  should  be  allowed  to  the  said  Sir 
John  Day  in  full  consideration  of  all  demands  and  allowances  what- 
soever for  his  services  to  the  company  at  the  presidency  of  Fort-  William : 
— that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless,  shortly  after  Sir 
John  Day's  arrival  in  Bengal,  did  increase  the  said  Sir  John  Day's 
salary  and  allowances  to  six  thousand  pounds  a  year,  in  direct  dis- 
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obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  court  of  proprietors,  and  of  the 
order  of  the  court  of  directors : — that  the  directors,  as  soon  as  they 
were  informed  of  this  proceeding,  declared  "  that  they  held  therrir- 
selves  bound  by  the  resolution  of  the  general  court,  and  that  they 
could  not  allow  it  to  be  disregarded  by  the  company's  servants  in 
India ;"  and  ordered  that  the  increased  allowances  should  be  forth- 
with discontinued. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  having  first  thought  it 
necessary,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  to 
stop  the  extraordinary  allowance  which  he  had  granted  to  Sir  John 
Day,  did  afterwards  resolve  that  the  allowance  which  had  been 
struck  off  should  be  repaid  to  him  upon  his  signing  an  obligation 
to  refund  the  amount  which  he  might  receive,  in  case  the  directors 
should  confirm  their  former  orders,  already  twice  given  : — that  in 
this  transaction  the  said  Warren  Hastings  trifled  with  the  autho- 
rity of  the  company,  eluded  the  repeated  orders  of  the  directors, 
and  exposed  the  company  to  the  risk  and  uncertainty  of  recovering, 
at  a  distant  period,  and  perhaps  by  a  process  of  law,  a  sum  of 
money  which  they  had  positively  ordered  him  not  to  pay. 

That  in  the  latter  part  of  1776,  by  the  death  of  Colonel  Monson, 
the  whole  power  of  the  government  of  Fort- William  devolved  to  the 
governor  and  one  member  of  the  council ;  and  that  from  that  time 
the  governor-general  and  council  have  generally  consisted  of  an  even 
number  of  persons,  in  consequence  of  which  the  casting  voice  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  has  usually  prevailed  in  the  decision  of  all 
questions. — That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1776  the  whole  civil 
establishment  of  the  said  government  did  not  exceed  205,399/.  per 
annum ;  that  in  the  year  1783  the  said  civil  establishment  had  been 
increased  to  the  enormous  annual  sum  of  927,945/. — That  such 
increase  in  the  civil  establishment  could  not  have  taken  place,  if  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  government 
with  the  power  annexed  to  the  casting  voice,  had  not  actively  pro- 
moted the  said  increase,  which  he  had  power  to  prevent,  and  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  prevented : — that  by  such  immoderate  waste 
of  the  property  of  his  employers,  and  by  such  scandalous  breach  of 
his  fidehty  to  them,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings to  gain  and  secure  the  attachment  and  support  of  a  multitude 
of  individuals,  by  whose  united  interest,  influence,  and  intrigues,  he 
hoped  to  be  protected  against  any  future  inquiry  into  his  conduct : 
that  it  was  of  itself  highly  criminal  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to 
have  so  wasted  the  property  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  that 
the  purpose  to  be  obtained  by  such  waste  was  a  great  aggravation 
of  that  crime. — That  among  the  various  instances  of  profusion,  by 
which  the  civil  establishment  of  Fort- William  was  increased  to  the 
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enormous  annual  sura  hereinbefore  mentioned,  it  appears  that  a 
salt  office  was  created  of  six  commissioners,  whose  annual  emolu- 
ments were  as  follow  :  viz. 

President,  or  comptroller,  per  annum      .     .  £18,480 

1st  member 13,100 

2nd  do 1M80 

3rd  do 1-5'183 

4th  do 6,257 

5th  do •     10>307 

£72,807 


That  a  board  of  revenue  was  created  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
consisting  of  five  commissioners,  whose  annual  emoluments  were  as 
follow :  viz. 

1st  member,  per  annum £10,950 

2nd  do 9,100 

3rd  do 9,100 

4th  do 9,100 

5th  do 9,100 

£47,350 


That  David  Anderson,  Esq.,  first  member  of  the  said  board,  did 
not  execute  the  duties,  though  he  received  the  emoluments,  of  the 
said  office ;  having  acted,  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  time,  as  ambas- 
sador to  Madajee  Scindia,  with  a  further  salary  of  4280^.  a  year, 
making  in  all  15,230i.  a  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  create  an  office  of  agent- 
victualler  to  the  garrison  of  Fort- William,  whose  profits,  on  an 
average  of  three  years,  were  15,970^.  per  annum : — that  this  agency 
was  held  by  the  postmaster-general,  who  in  that  capacity  received 
2200?.  a  year  from  the  company,  and  who  was  actually  no  higher 
than  a  writer  in  the  service : — that  the  person  who  held  these  lucra- 
tive offices,  viz.  John  Belli,  was  private  secretary  to  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  created  a  nominal  office  of 
resident  at  Groa,  where  the  company  never  had  a  resident,  nor  busi- 
ness of  any  kind  to  transact,  and  gave  the  said  nominal  office  to  a 
person  who  was  not  a  covenanted  servant  of  the  company,  with  an 
allowance  of  4280?.  a  year. 

That  these  instances  are  proofs  of  a  criminal  profusion  and  high 
breach  of  trust  to  the  India  Company  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
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under  whose  government,  and  by  means  of  whose  special  power, 
derived  from  the  effect  of  his  casting  voice,  all  the  said  waste  and 
profusion  did  take  place. 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  when,  as  the  court  of  directors 
affirm,  the  compwny  were  in  the  utmost  distress  for  money,  and  almost 
every  department  in  arrear,  and  when  it  appears  that  there  was  a 
great  scarcity  and  urgent  want  of  grain  at  Fort  St.  George,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  accept  of  a  proposal  made  to  him  by 
James  Peter  Auriol,  then  secretary  to  the  council,  to  supply  the 
presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  with  rice  and  other  articles,  and  did 
appoint  the  said  Auriol  to  be  the  agent  for  supplying  all  the  other 
presidencies  with  those  articles  : — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
declared,  that  the  intention  of  the  appointment  "  was  most  likely 
to  be  fulfilled  by  a  liberal  consideration  of  it,"  and  therefore  allowed 
the  said  Auriol  a  commission  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  whole  of  his 
disbursements ;  thereby  rendering  it  the  direct  interest  of  the  said 
Auriol  to  make  his  disbursements  as  great  as  possible; — that  the 
chance  of  capture  by  the  enemy,  or  danger  of  the  sea,  was  to  be  at 
the  risk  of  the  India  Company,  and  not  of  the  said  Auriol: — that 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  declared  personally  to  the  said  Auriol, 
"  that  this  post  was  intended  as  a  reward  for  his  long  and  faithful 
services."' — That  the  president  and  council  of  Bombay  did  remon- 
strate against  what  they  called  the  enormous  amount  of  the  charges  of 
the  rice,  with  which  they  were  suppUed,  which  they  state  to  be  nine 
rupees  a  bag  at  Calcutta,  when  they  themselves  could  have  con- 
tracted for  its  delivery  at  Bombay,  free  of  all  risk  and  charges,  at 
five  rupees  and  three-sixteenths  per  bag ;  and  that  even  at  Madras, 
where  the  distress  and  demand  was  greatest,  the  supplies  of  grain 
by  private  traders,  charged  to  the  company,  were  nineteen  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  that  suppHed  by  the  said  Auriol,  exclusive  of  the 
risk  of  the  sea,  and  of  capture  by  the  enemy. — That  it  is  stated  by 
the  court  of  directors,  that  the  agent's  commission  on  a  supply  of 
a  single  year  (the  said  commission  being  not  only  charged  on  the 
prime  cost  of  the  rice,  but  also  on  the  freight,  and  on  all  other 
charges)  would  amount  to  pounds  sterling  twenty-six  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  by  the  said  Auriol  himself  is 
admitted  to  amount  to  18,292?. : — that  William  Larkins,  the  ac- 
countant-general at  Fort- William,  having  been  ordered  to  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  said  agent,  did  report  to  the  governor-general 
and  council,  that  he  found  them  to  be  correct  in  the  additions  and 
calculations ;  and  that  then  the  said  Larkins  adds  the  following 
declaration ;  "the  agent  being  upon  honour  with  respect  to  the  sums 
charged  in  his  accounts  for  the  cost  of  the  articles  supplied,  I  did 
not  think  myself  authorized  to  require  any  voucher  of  the  sums 
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charged  for  the  demurrage  of  sloops,  either  as  to  the  time  of  deten- 
tion, or  the  rate  of  the  charge,  or  of  those  for  the  articles  lost  in 
going  down  the  river ;  and  on  that  ground  I  thought  myself  equally 
bound  to  admit  the  sums  acknowledged  as  received  for  the  sales  of 
goods  returned,  without  requiring  vouchers  of  the  rates  at  which 
they  were  sold." — That,  in  this  transaction,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust  and  duty  in  the 
unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  company's  money,  and  in  subjecting 
the  company  to  a  profusion  of  expense,  at  all  times  wholly  unjusti- 
fiable, but  particularly  at  the  time  when  that  expense  was  incurred. 
— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  of  breach  of  orders, 
as  well  as  breach  of  trust,  in  not  advertising  generally  for  proposals : 
in  not  contracting  indifferently  for  the  supphes  with  such  merchants 
as  might  offer  to  furnish  them  on  the  lowest  terms ;  in  giving  an 
enormous  commission  to  an  agent,  and  that  commission  not  con- 
fined to  the  prime  cost  of  the  articles,  but  to  be  computed  on  the 
whole  of  his  charges ;  in  accepting  of  the  honour  of  the  said  agent 
as  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  cost  of  the  articles  supplied,  and  for 
all  charges  whatever  on  which  his  commission  was  to  be  computed ; 
and  finally,  in  giving  a  lucrative  agency  for  the  supply  of  a  distressed 
and  starving  province,  as  a  reward  to  a  secretary  of  state,  whose 
labours  in  that  capacity  ought  to  have  been  rewarded  by  an  avowed 
public  salary,  and  not  otherwise. — That,  after  the  first  year  of  the 
said  agency  was  expired,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  agree,  that 
for  the  future,  the  commission  to  be  drawn  by  the  said  agent  should 
be  reduced  to  five  per  cent.,  which  the  governor-general  and  council 
then  declared  to  be  the  customary  amount  drawn  hy  merchants ;  but 
that  even  in  this  reduction  of  the  commission,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  was  guilty  of  a  deception,  and  did  not  in  fact  reduce  the 
commission  from  fifteen  to  five  per  cent.,  having  immediately  after 
resolved  that  he,  the  agent,  should  be  allowed  the  current  interests 
of  Calcutta  upon  all  his  drafts  on  the  treasury  from  the  day  of 
their  dates,  until  they  should  be  completely  Uquidated :  that  the 
legal  interest  of  money  in  Bengal  is  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  the  current  interest  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent. 

VIII.   PRESENTS. 

That,  before  the  appointment  of  the  governor-general  and  council 
of  Fort- William  by  act  of  parliament,  the  allowances  made  by  the 
East  India  Company  to  the  presidents  of  that  government  were 
abundantly  sufficient ;  and  that  the  said  presidents  in  general,  and 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  particularly,  was  restrained  by  a  specific 
covenant  and  indenture,  which  he  entered  into  with  the  company, 
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from  accepting  any  gifts,  rewards,  or  gratuities  whatsoever,  on  any 
account  or  pretence  whatsoever. — That  in  the  regulating  act  passed 
in  the  year  1773,  which  appointed  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  governor-general  of  Fort- William  in  Bengal,  a  salary  of 
25,000^.  a  year  was  established  for  him,  to  which  the  court  of 
directors  added,  "  that  he  should  enjoy  their  principal  houses,  with 
the  plate  and  furniture,  both  in  town  and  country,  rent-freer  That 
the  same  law,  which  created  the  office,  and  provided  the  salary  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  expressly,  and  in  the  clearest  and 
most  comprehensfive  terms  that  could  be  devised,  prohibit  him 
from  receiving  any  present,  gift  or  donation,  in  any  manner,  or  on 
any  account  whatsoever ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  per- 
fectly understood  the  meaning,  and  acknowledged  the  binding  force 
of  this  prohibition,  before  he  accepted  of  the  office,  to  which  it  was 
annexed.  He  knew,  and  had  declared,  that  the  prohibition  was 
positive  and  decisive ;  that  it  admitted  neither  of  refinement  or  miseon- 
struction ;  and  that  in  his  opinion  an  opposition  would  be  to  incur  the 
penalty. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  covenants  and  engagements  above 
mentioned,  it  appears  in  the  recorded  proceedings  of  the  governor- 
general  and  council  of  Fort- William,  that  sundry  charges  have  been 
brought  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  gifts  or  presents  cor- 
ruptly taken  by  him  before  the  promulgation  of  the  act  of  1773  in 
India,  and  that  these  charges  were  produced  at  the  council  board  in 
the  presence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  that,  in  March,  1775, 
the  late  rajah  Nundcomar,  a  native  Hindoo,  of  the  highest  caste  in  his 
religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  society,  by  the  offices  which  he 
had  held  under  the  country  government,  did  lay  before  the  council 
an  account  of  various  sums  of  money  paid  by  him  to  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  amounting  to  40,000?.  and  upwards,  for  offices  and 
employments  corruptly  disposed  of  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
and  did  offer  and  engage  to  prove  and  establish  the  same  by  suffi- 
cient evidence. That  this  account  is  stated  with  a  minute  parti- 
cularity and  precision ;  the  date  of  each  payment  down  to  that  of 
small  sums  is  specified ;  the  various  coins  in  which  such  payments 
were  severally  made  are  distinguished ;  and  the  different  persons, 
through  whose  hands  the  money  passed  into  those  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  are  named ; — that  such  particularity  on  the  face 
of  such  a  charge,  supposing  it  false,  is  favourable  to  the  party 
wrongfully  accused,  and  exposes  the  accuser  to  an  instant  and  easy 
detection;  for  though,  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  has 
observed  on  another  occasion,  "  papers  may  be  forged,  and  evidences 
may  appear  in  numbers  to  attest  them,  yet  it  must  always  be  an 
easy  matter  to  detect  the  falsity  of  any  forged  paper  produced  by 
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examining  the  witnesses  separately,  and  subjecting  them  to  a  sub- 
sequent cross-examination,  in  which  case,  if  false,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  persevere  in  one  regular  consistent  story." 

Whereas,  if  no  advantage  be  taken  of  such  particularity  in  the 
charge  to  detect  the  falsehood  thereof,  and  if  no  attempt  to  disprove 
it,  and  no  defence  whatever  be  made,  a  presumption  justly  and 
reasonably  arises  in  favour  of  the  truth  of  such  charge. — That  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  offering  any  thing  in  his  defence, 
declared  that  he  would  not  suffer  Nundcomar  to  appear  lefore  the 
hoard  as  his  accuser. — That  he  attempted  to  indict  his  said  accuser 
for  a  conspiracy,  in  which  he  failed ;  and  that  the  said  rajah  Nund- 
comar was  soon  after,  and  while  his  charge  against  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  was  depending  before  the  council,  indicted  upon  an  Eng- 
lish penal  statute,  which  does  not  extend  even  to  Scotland,  before 
the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  for  an  offence  said  to  have  been 
committed  several  years  before,  and  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  India, 
and  was  condemned  and  executed. — That  the  evidence  of  this  man, 
not  having  been  encountered  at  the  time  when  it  might  and  ought 
to  have  been  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  remains  justly  in  force 
against  him,  and  is  not  abated  by  the  capital  punishment  of  the  said 
Nundcomar,  but  rather  confirmed  by  the  time  and  circumstances, 
in  which  the  accuser  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  suffered  death. 
— That  one  of  the  offices,  for  which  a  part  of  the  money  above  men- 
tioned is  stated  to  have  been  paid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was 
given  by  him  to  Munny  Begum,  the  widow  of  the  late  Myr  Jaffier, 
nabob  of  Bengal,  whose  son,  by  another  woman,  holds  that  title  at 
present. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  instructed  by  the 
court  of  directors  of  the  East  India  Company  to  appoint  "  a  minister 
to  transact  the  pohtical  affairs  of  the  government,  and  to  select  for 
that  purpose  some  person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, to  be  the  minister  and  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority." — 
That  for  these  offices,  and  for  the  execution  of  the  several  duties 
belonging  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  selected  and  appointed 
the  said  Munny  Begum,  a  woman  evidently  unqualified  for,  and 
incapable  of  such  offices,  and  restrained  from  acting  in  such  capa- 
cities by  her  necessary  seclusion  from  the  world,  and  retirement  in 
a  seraglio. — That  a  considerable  deficiency  or  embezzlement  appear- 
ing in  this  woman's  account  of  the  young  nabob's  stipend,  she 
voluntarily  declared,  by  a  writing  under  her  seal,  that  she  had 
given  15,000^.  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  an  entertainment ; 
which  declaration  corresponds  with  and  confirms  that  part  of  the 
charge  produced  by  rajah  Nundcomar,  to  which  it  relates.— That 
neither  this,  nor  any  other  part  of  the  said  charge,  has  been  at  any 
time  directly  denied  or  disputed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
though  made  to  his  face,  and  though  he  was  repeatedly  accused  by 


76  ARTICLES    OF    CHARGE 

his  colleagues  who  were  appointed  by  parliament  at  the  same  time 
with  himself,  of  peculation  of  every  sort.— That  instead  of  promoting 
a  strict  inquiry  into  his  conduct  for  the  clearance  of  his  innocence 
and  honour,  he  did  repeatedly  endeavour  to  elude  and  stifle  all 
inquiry  by  attempting  to  dissolve  the  meetings  of  the  council  at 
which  such  charges  were  produced,  and  by  other  means ;  and  has 
not  since  taken  any  steps  to  disprove  or  refute  the  same. — That 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  so  long  ago  as  September,  1775,  assured 
the  court  of  directors,  "  that  it  was  his  fixed  determination  most 
fully  and  liberally  to  explain  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct  on 
the  points  on  which  he  had  been  injuriously  arraigned,  and  to  afford 
them  the  clearest  conviction  of  his  own  integrity,  and  of  the  pro- 
priety of  his  motives  for  dechning  a  present  defence  of  it;"  and 
having  never  since  given  to  the  court  of  directors  any  explanation 
whatever,  much  less  the  full  and  liberal  explanation  he  had  pro- 
mised so  repeatedly,  has  thereby  abandoned  even  that  late  and 
protracted  defence,  which  he  himself  must  have  thought  necessary 
to  be  made  at  some  time  or  other ;  and  which  he  would  be  thought 
to  have  deferred  to  a  period  more  suitable  and  convenient  than  that, 
in  which  the  facts  were  recent,  and  the  impression  of  these  and 
other  charges  of  the  same  nature  against  him  was  fresh  and  unim- 
paired in  the  minds  of  men. 

That  on  the  30th  of  March,  1 775,  a  member  of  the  council  produced 
and  laid  before  the  board  a  petition  from  Mir  Zein  Abul  Dheen, 
(formerly  farmer  of  a  district,  and  who  had  been  in  creditable 
stations,)  setting  forth  that  Khan  Jehan  Khan,  then  phousdar  of 
Hoogly,  had  obtained  that  oflSce  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
with  a  salary  of  seventy-two  thousand  sicca  rupees  a  year ;  and  that 
the  said  phousdar  had  given  a  receipt  of  brile  to  the  patron  of  the  city, 
meaning  Warren  Hastings,  to  pay  him  annually  thirty-six  thousand 
rupees  a  year,  and  also  to  his  banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo,  four  thousand 
rupees  a  year,  out  of  the  salary  above  mentioned. — That  by  the  35th 
article  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  governor-general  and  council, 
they  are  directed  "  immediately  to  cause  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  all  oppressions,  which  might  have  been  committed  either 
against  the  natives  or  Europeans,  and  into  all  abuses  that  might 
have  prevailed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of  the 
civil  government  of  the  presidency,  and  to  communicate  to  the 
directors  all  information  which  they  might  be  able  to  obtain  rela- 
tive thereto,  or  to  any  dissipation  or  embezzlement  of  the  company's 
money." — That  the  above  petition  and  instruction  having  been  read 
in  council,  it  was  moved,  that  the  petitioner  should  be  ordered  to 
attend  the  next  day  to  make  good  his  charge. — That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  declared,  "  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
purpose   of  the  majority  to  make  him  the   sole    object   of  their 
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personal  attacks. — That  they  had  taken  their  line,  and  might  pursue 
it. — That  he  should  have  other  remarks  to  make  upon  this  trans- 
action, but  as  they  wovdd  be  equally  applicable  to  many  others,  which 
in  the  course  of  this  business  were  likely  to  be  brought  before  the 
board,  he  should  say  no  more  on  the  subject ;" — and  he  objected  to 
the  motion. — That  by  the  preceding  declaration  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  admit  that  many  other  charges  were  likely  to  be 
brought  against  him,  and  that  such  charges  would  be  of  a  similar 
nature  to  the  first,  viz.  a  corrupt  bargaining  for  the  disposal  of  a 
great  office,  since  he  declared  that  his  remarks  on  that  transaction 
would  be  equally  applicable  to  the  rest ;  and  that,  by  objecting  to 
the  motion  for  the  personal  attendance  of  the  accuser,  he  resisted 
and  disobeyed  the  company's  instructions ;  and  did,  as  far  as 
depended  on  his  power,  endeavour  to  obstruct  and  prevent  all 
inquiry  into  the  charge.  That  in  so  doing  he  failed  in  his  duty  to 
the  company ;  he  disobeyed  their  express  orders,  and  did  leave  the 
charge  against  himself  without  a  reply,  and  even  without  a  denial ; 
and  with  that  unavoidable  presumption  against  his  innocence,  which 
lies  against  every  person  accused,  who  not  only  refuses  to  plead, 
but  as  far  as  his  vote  goes,  endeavours  to  prevent  an  examination 
of  the  charge,  and  to  stifle  all  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  it. — That 
the  motion  having  been  nevertheless  carried,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did,  on  the  day  following,  declare,  "  that  he  could  not  sit 
to  be  confronted  with  such  accusers,  nor  suffer  a  judicial  inquiry  into 
his  conduct  at  the  board  of  which  he  was  president ;  and  declared 
the  meeting  of  the  board  dissolved."— That  the  board  continued  to 
sit  and  examine  witnesses,  servants  of  the  phousdar,  on  oath  and 
written  evidence,  being  letters  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
phousdar,  all  directly  tending  to  prove  the  charge ;  viz.  that  out  of 
the  salary  of  seventy-two  thousand  rupees  a  year  paid  by  the  com- 
pany, the  said  phousdar  received  but  thirty-two  thousand,  and  that 
the  remainder  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his 
banyan.— That  the  phousdar,  though  repeatedly  ordered  to  attend 
the  board,  did,  under  various  pretences,  decline  attending,  until  the 
19th  of  May,  when  the  letters  stated  to  be  his,  that  is,  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  being  shown  to  him,  it  was  proposed  by  a  member  of 
the  board,  that  he  should  be  asked,  whether  he  had  any  objection 
to  swear  to  the  truth  of  such  answers  as  he  might  make  to  the 
questions  proposed  by  the  board.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
objected  to  his  being  put  to  his  oath.— That  the  question  was 
nevertheless  put  to  him,  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  board. 
—That  he  first  declined  to  swear,  under  pretence  th,at  it  was  a 
matter  of  serious  consequence  to  Us  character  to  take  an  oath ;  and 
when  It  was  finally  left  to  his  option,  he  declared.  «  mean  people 
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might  swear,  but  that  his  character  would  not  allow  him ;  that  he 
could  not  swear,  and  had  rather  subject  himself  to  a  loss." — That 
the  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  being  on  oath  was  in  this 
manner  left  uncontradicted ;  that  it  was  admitted  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  that  neither  Mussulmen  or  Hindoos  are  forbidden  by  the 
precepts  of  their  religion  to  swear.  That  it  is  not  true,  as  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  asserted,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  the  manners 
either  of  Hindoos  or  Mussulmen ;  and  that  if,  under  such  pretences, 
the  natives  were  to  be  exempted  from  taking  an  oath,  when  ex- 
amined by  the  governor  and  council,  all  the  inquiries  pointed  out  to 
them  by  the  company's  instructions  might  stop,  or  be  defeated. — 
That  no  valid  reason  was  or  could  be  assigned,  why  the  said 
phousdar  should  not  be  examined  on  oath ;  that  the  charge  was  not 
against  himself;  and  that,  if  any  questions  had  been  put  to  him, 
tending  to  make  him  accuse  himself,  he  might  have  declined  to 
answer  them. — That,  if  he  could  have  safely  sworn  to  the  inno- 
cence of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from  whom  he  received  his 
employment,  he  was  bound  in  gratitude  as  well  as  justice  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  to  have  consented  to  be  examined  on  oath. 
— That  not  having  done  so,  and  having  been  supported  and  abetted 
in  his  refusal  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  whose  character 
and  honour  were  immediately  at  stake,  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
for  the  truth  of  the  charge  remains  unanswered,  and  in  full  force 
against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  on  this  occasion  recurred 
to  the  declaration  he  had  before  made  to  the  directors,  viz.  "  that  he 
would  most  fully  and  liberally  explain  every  circumstance  of  his 
conduct,"  but  has  never  since  that  time  given  the  directors  any 
explanation  whatsoever  of  his  said  conduct. — And  finally,  that  when 
the  court  of  directors,  in  January,  1776,  referred  the  question  (con- 
cerning the  legality  of  the  power  assumed,  and  repeatedly  exercised 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  of  dissolving  the  council  at  his  plea^ 
sure)  to  the  late  Charles  Sayer,  then  standing  counsel  of  the  East 
India  Company,  the  said  Charles  Sayer  declared  his  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  power ;  but  concerning  the  use  and  exercise  of  it  in 
the  cases  stated,  did  declare  his  opinion  in  the  following  words :  "  I 
believe  he,  Warren  Hastings,  is  the  first  governor  that  ever  dis- 
solved a  council  inquiring  into  his  behaviour,  when  he  was  innocent." 
Before  he  could  summon  three  councils,  and  dissolve  them,  he  had 
time  fully  to  consider  what  would  be  the  result  of  such  conduct,  to 
convince  every  hody  beyond  a  doubt  of  his  conscious  guilt. 

That  by  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  the  council,  constituting  a 
lawful  act  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  the  said  Khan  Jehan 
Khan  was  dismissed  from  the  ofiBce  of  phousdar  of  Hoogly  for  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  board. — That,  within  a  few  weeks 
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after  the  death  of  the  late  Colonel  Monson,  the  number  of  the 
council  being  then  even,  and  all  questions  being  then  determined  by 
the  governor-general's  casting  voice,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
move,  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  the  said  Khan  Jehan  Khan 
should  be  restored  to  his  office :  and  that  restoration,  not  having 
been  preceded,  accompanied,  or  followed,  by  any  explanation  or 
defence  v»fhatsoever,  or  even  by  a  denial  of  the  specific  and  circum- 
stantial charge  of  collusion  with  the  said  Khan  Jehan  Khan,  has 
confirmed  the  truth  of  the  said  charge. 

That,  besides  the  sums  charged  to  have  been  paid  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  by  the  said  Nundcomar,  and  Munny  Begum,  and 
Khan  Jehan  Khan,  and  besides  the  sum  of  110,000iJ.,  already  men- 
tioned to  have  been  accepted  without  hesitation  by  him,  as  a  present 
on  the  part  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  and  that  of  his  ministers,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  which  have  been  particularly  reported  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  it  appears  by  the  confession  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, that  he  has  at  different  times  since  the  promulgation  of  the 
act  of  1773,  received  various  other  sums,  contrary  to  the  express 
prohibition  of  the  said  act,  and  his  own  declared  sense  of  the  evident 
intent  and  obligation  thereof. — That  in  the  month  of  June,  1780, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  made  to  the  council  what  he  called  "  a 
very  unusual  tender,  by  offering  to  exonerate  the  company  from  the 
expense  of  a  particular  measure,  and  to  take  it  upon  himself;  declar- 
ing that  he  had  already  deposited  two  lacs  of  rupees  (or  twenty-three 
thousand  pounds)  in  the  hands  of  the  company's  sub-treasurer  for 
that  service."  That  in  a  subsequent  letter,  dated  the  29th  of 
November,  1780,  he  informed  the  court  of  directors,  that  "this 
money,  by  whatever  means  it  came  into  their  possession,  was  not 
his  own  ,•"  but  he  did  not  then,  nor  has  he  at  any  time  since,  made 
known  to  the  court  of  directors  from  whom,  or  on  what  account  he 
received  that  money,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  in  the  first 
instance ;  and  notwithstanding  the  said  directors  signified  to  him 
their  expectation,  that  he  should  communicate  to  them  "  immediate 
information  of  the  channel  by  which  this  money  came  into  his  pos- 
session, with  a  complete  illustration  of  the  cause  or  causes  of  so 
extraordinary  an  event."— But,  from  evidence  examined  in  England 
it  has  been  discovered,  that  this  money  was  received  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  from  Cheit  Sing,  the  rajah  of  Benares,  who  was 
soon  after  dispossessed  of  all  his  property,  and  driven  from  his 
country  and  government  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  notwithstanding  the  declaration  made  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  that  he  had  actually  deposited  the  sum  above  mentioned 
m  the  hands  of  the  company's  sub-treasurer  for  their  service,  it 
does  not  appear  that  "  any  entry  whatsoever  of  that,  or  any  other 
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payment  by  the  governor-general,  was  made  in  the  treasury  ac- 
counts at  or  about  the  time ;"  nor  is  there  any  trace  in  the  com- 
pany's books  of  its  being  actually  paid  into  their  treasury. 

It  appears  then  by  the  confession  of  the  said  Warren.  Hastings 
that  this  money  was  received  by  him  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  has  converted  it  to  the  property  and  use  of  the  company. 

That  in  a  letter  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  said 
court  of  directors,  dated  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  but  not  dis- 
patched, as  it  might  and  ought  to  have  been  at  that  time,  but 
detained  and  kept  back  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  till  the  16th 
of  December  following,  he  has  confessed  the  receipt  of  various 
other  sums,  amounting  (with  that  which  he  accepted  from  the 
nabob  of  Oude)  to  nearly  200,000^.,  which  sums  he  affirmed  had 
been  converted  to  the  company's  property  through  his  means,  but 
without  discovering  from  whom,  or  on  what  account,  he  received 
the  same. — That  instead  of  converting  this  money  to  the  company's 
property  as  he  affirmed  he  had  done,  it  appears  that  he  had  lent 
the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  company  upon  bonds  bearing  interest, 
which  bonds  were  demanded  and  received  by  him,  and,  for  aught 
that  yet  appears,  have  never  been  given  up  or  cancelled. — That  for 
another  considerable  part  of  the  above-mentioned  sum  he  has  taken 
credit  to  himself,  as  for  a  deposit  of  his  own  property,  and  therefore 
demandable  by  him  out  of  the  company's  treasury  at  his  discretion. 
That  all  sums  so  lent,  or  deposited,  are  not  alienated  from  the 
person  who  lends  or  deposits  the  same ;  consequently,  that  the 
declaration  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  con- 
verted the  whole  of  these  sums  to  the  company's  property,  was  not 
true  ;  nor  would  such  a  transfer,  if  it  had  really  been  made,  have 
justified  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  originally  receiving  the 
money ;  which,  being  in  the  first  instance  contrary  to  law,  could 
not  be  rendered  legal  by  any  subsequent  disposition  or  application 
thereof ;  much  less  would  it  have  justified  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  in  delaying  to  make  a  discovery  of  these  transactions  to 
the  court  of  directors,  until  he  had  heard  of  the  inquiries  then 
begun  and  proceeding  in  parliament ;  in  finally  making  a  discovery, 
such  as  it  is,  in  terms  the  most  intricate,  obscure,  and  contra- 
dictory. That  instead  of  that  fuU  and  clear  explanation  of  his  con- 
duct which  the  court  of  directors  demanded,  and  which  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  bound  to  give  them,  he  has  contented  him- 
self with  telling  the  said  directors,  that  "  if  this  matter  was  to  be 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  public,  his  reasons  for  acting  as  he  had 
done  might  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures  to  which  it  would  be  of 
little  use  to  reply.  That  he  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first 
receipts  from  public   curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount, 
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or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied  design  which  his  memory 
could  at  that  distance  of  time  verify ;  and  that  he  could  have  con- 
cealed them  from  their  eye  and  that  of  the  public  for  ever."  That 
the  discovery,  as  far  as  it  goes,  establishes  the  guilt  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  in  taking  money  against  law,  but  does  not 
warrant  a  conclusion  that  he  has  discovered  all  that  he  may  have 
taken.  That,  on  the  contrary,  such  discovery  not  being  made  in 
proper  time,  and  when  made  being  imperfect,  perplexed,  and  wholly 
unsatisfactory,  leads  to  a  just  and  reasonable  presumption  that 
other  facts  of  the  same  nature  have  been  concealed,  since  those 
which  he  has  confessed  might  have  been  for  ever ;  and  that  this 
partial  confession  was  either  extorted  from  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  by  the  dread  of  detection,  or  made  with  a  view  of  re- 
moving suspicion,  and  preventing  any  further  inquiry  into  his 
conduct. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of 
directors,  dated  21st  of  February,  1784,  has  confessed  his  having 
privately  received  another  sum  of  money,  the  amount  of  which  he 
has  not  declared,  but  which,  from  the  application  he  says  he  has 
made  of  it,  could  not  be  less  than  thirty-four  thousand  pounds 
sterling. — That  he  has  not  informed  the  directors  from  whom  he 
received  this  money,  at  what  time,  nor  on  what  account ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  has  attempted  to  justify  the  receipt  of  it,  which  was 
illegal,  by  the  application  of  it,  which  was  unauthorized  and  un- 
warrantable; and  which,  if  admitted  as  a  reason  for  receiving 
money  privately,  would  constitute  a  precedent  of  the  most  dangerous 
nature  to  the  company's  service. — That  in  attempting  to  justify 
the  receipt  and  application  of  the  said  money,  he  has  endeavoured 
to  establish  principles  of  conduct  in  a  governor  which  tend  to  sub- 
vert all  order  and  regularity  in  the  conduct  of  public  business ;  to 
encourage  and  facilitate  fraud  and  corruption  in  all  offices  of  pecu- 
niary trust ;  and  to  defeat  all  inquiry  into  the  misconduct  of  any 
person  in  whom  pecuniary  trust  is  reposed.— That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  his  letter  above  mentioned,  has  made  a  declaration  to 
the  court  of  directors  in  the  following  terms  :— "  Having  had  occa- 
sion to  disburse  from  my  own  casli  many  sums,  which  though  re- 
quired to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  station,  I  have 
hitherto  omitted  to  enter  in  my  public  accounts,  and  my  own 
fortune  being  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge,  I  have  resolved  to  re- 
imburse myself  in  a  mode  the  most  suitable  to  the  situation  of  your 
affairs  by  charging  the  same  in  my  durbar  accounts  of  the  present 
year,  and  crediting  them  by  a  sum  privately  received,  and  appro- 
priated to  your  service  in  the  same  manner  with  other  sums 
received  on  account  of  the  honourable  company,  and  already  carried 
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to  their  account."— That  at  the  time  of  writing  this  letter  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  had  been  in  possession  of  the  government  of 
Fort- William  about  twelve  years,  with  a  clear  salary,  or  avowed 
emoluments,  at  no  time  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  pounds 
sterling  a  year,  exclusive  of  which  all  the  principal  expenses  of  his 
residence  were  paid  for  by  the  company. — That  if  the  services  men- 
tioned by  him  were  required  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  duties  of 
his  station,  he  ought  not  to  have  omitted  to  enter  them  in  his 
pubhc  accounts  at  the  times  when  the  expenses  were  incurred. 
That  if  it  was  true,  as  he  affirms,  that  when  he  first  engaged  in 
these  expenses  he  had  no  intention  to  carry  them  to  the  account 
of  the  company,  there  was  no  subsequent  change  in  his  situation 
which  could  justify  his  departing  from  that  intention. — That  if  his 
own  fortune  in  the  year  1784  was  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge, 
the  state  of  his  fortune  at  any  earlier  period  must  have  been  still 
more  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge. — That  the  fact  so  asserted  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  leads  directly  to  an  inference  palpably 
false  and  absurd,  viz.  that  the  longer  a  governor-general  holds  that 
lucrative  office,  the  poorer  he  must  become. — That  neither  would 
the  assertion,  if  it  were  true,  nor  the  inference,  if  it  were  admitted, 
justify  the  conduct  avowed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in 
resolving  to  reimburse  himself  out  of  the  company's  property 
without  their  consent  or  knowledge. — -That  the  account  trans- 
mitted in  this  letter  is  styled  by  himself  an  aggregate  of  a  contingent 
account  of  twelve  years. — That  all  contingent  accounts  should  be 
submitted  to  those  who  ought  to  have  an  official  control  over  them 
at  annual  or  other  shorter  periods,  in  order  that  the  expense 
already  incurred  may  be  checked  and  examined,  and  similar  ex- 
penses, if  disapproved  of,  may  be  prohibited  in  time ;  that  after  a 
very  long  period  is  elapsed  all  check  and  control  over  such  expenses 
is  impracticable ;  and  if  it  were  practicable  in  the  present  instance 
would  be  completely  useless,  since  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
without  waiting  for  the  consent  of  the  directors,  did  resolve  to 
reimburse  himself  . — That  the  conduct  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
in  withholding  these  accounts  for  twelve  years  together,  and  then 
resolving  to  reimburse  himself  without  the  consent  of  his  employers, 
has  been  fraudulent  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  the  second  amounts 
to  a  denial  and  mockery  of  the  authority  placed  over  him  by  law ; 
and  that  he  has  thereby  set  a  dangerous  example  to  his  successors, 
and  to  every  man  in  trust  or  office  under  him. — That  the  mode  in 
which  he  has  reimbursed  himself  is  a  crime  of  a  much  higher  order, 
and  greatly  aggravates  whatever  was  already  criminal  in  the  other 
parts  of  this  transaction. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 
declaring  that  he  should  reimburse  himself  by  crediting  the  com- 
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pany  by  a  sum  privately  received,  has  acknowledged  himself  guilty  of 
an  illegal  act  in  receiving  money  privately.— Thai  he  has  suppressed 
or  withheld  every  particular  which  could  throw  any  light  on  a  con- 
duct so  suspicious  in  a  governor  as  the  private  receipt  of  money. 
—That  the  general  confession  of  the  private  receipt  of  a  large  sum 
in  gross,  in  which  no  circumstance  of  time,  place,  occasion,  or 
person,  nor  even  the  amount,  is  specified,  tends  to  cover  or  protect 
any  act  of  the  same  nature  (as  far  as  a  general  confession  can  pro- 
tect such  acts)  which  may  be  detected  hereafter,  and  which  in  fact 
may  not  make  part  of  the  gross  sum  so  confessed,  and  that  it  tends 
to  perplex  and  defeat  all  inquiry  into  such  practices. — That  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  stating  to  the  directors  that  he  has 
resolved  to  reimburse  himself  in  a  mode  the  most  suitable  to  the  situa- 
tion of  their  affairs,  viz.  by  receiving  money  privately  against  law, 
has  stated  a  presumption  highly  injurious  to  the  integrity  of  the 
said  directors;  viz.  that  they  will  not  object  to,  or  even  inquire 
into  any  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  and  charged  by  their 
governors  in  India,  provided  such  expenses  are  reimbursed  by 
money  privately  and  illegally  received. — That  he  has  not  explained 
what  that  situation  of  their  affairs  was,  or  could  be,  to  which  so 
dangerous  and  corrupt  a  principle  was  or  might  be  applied. — That 
no  evidence  has  been  produced  to  prove  that  it  was  true,  nor  any 
ground  of  argument  stated  to  show  that  it  might  be  credible  that 
any  native  of  India  had  voluntarily  and  gratuitously  given  money 
privately  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  is,  without  some 
prospect  of  a  benefit  in  return,  or  some  dread  of  his  resentment  if 
he  refused. — That  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  believed,  that  any  native 
would  give  large  sums  privately  to  a  governor,  which  he  refused  to 
give  or  lend  publicly  to  government,  unless  it  were  to  derive  some 
adequate  secret  advantage  from  the  favour,  or  to  avoid  some 
mischief  from  the  enmity  of  such  governor.  That  the  late  confes- 
sions made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  of  money  received  against 
law  are  no  proof  that  he  did  not  originally  intend  to  appropriate 
the  same  to  his  own  use,  such  confessions  having  been  made  at  a 
suspicious  moment,  when,  and  not  before,  he  was  apprized  of  the 
inquiries  commenced  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  when  a  dread 
of  the  consequence  of  those  inquiries  might  act  upon  his  mind ; 
that  such  confessions,  from  the  obscure,  intricate,  and  contradictory 
manner  in  which  they  are  made,  imply  guilt  in  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  as  far  as  they  go  ;  that  they  do  not  furnish  any  colour 
of  reason  to  conclude  that  he  has  confessed  all  the  money  which  he 
may  have  corruptly  received;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
warrant  a  just  and  reasonable   presumption  that   in  discovering 
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some  part  of  the  bribes  he  had  received,  he  hoped  to  lull  suspicion, 
and  thereby  conceal  and  secure  the  rest. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  when  the  former  accounts  of  these 
transactions  came  before  them,  did  show  an  evident  disposition  not 
to  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but  to  give  the  most  favour- 
able construction  to  his  conduct;  that  nevertheless  they  found 
themselves  obliged  "  to  confess,  that  the  statement  of  those  trans- 
actions appeared  to  them  in  many  parts  so  unintelligible,  that  they 
felt  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  governor- 
general  for  an  explanation,  agreeably  to  his  promise  voluntarily  made 
to  them." 

That  their  letter,  containing  this  requisition,  was  received  in  Bengal 
in  the  month  of  August,  1784,  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  not  embark  for  England  until  the  2nd  of  February,  1785,  but 
made  no  reply  to  that  letter  before  his  departure,  owing,  as  he  has 
since  said,  to  a  variety  of  other  more  important  occupations. — That, 
imder  pretence  of  such  occupations,  he  neglected  to  transmit  to  the 
court  of  directors  a  copy  of  a  paper,  which,  he  says,  contained  the 
only  account  he  ever  kept  of  the  transaction.  That  such  a  paper, 
or  a  copy  of  it,  might  have  been  transmitted  without  interrupting 
other  important  occupations,  if  any  could  be  more  important  than 
that  of  giving  a  clear  and  satisfactory  answer  to  the  requisition  of 
the  directors.  That  since  his  arrival  in  England,  he  has  written  a 
letter  to  the  chairman  of  that  court,  professedly  in  answer  to  their 
See  his  Let-  letter  above  mentioned,  but  in  fact  giving  no  explana- 
ter  of  the  tion  or  satisfaction  whatsoever  on  the  points  which 
1785  ""the'  they  had  declared  to  be  uninteUigible.  That  the  terms 
end  of  the  of  his  letter  are  ambiguous  and  obscure,  such  as  a 
Charges.  guilty  man  might  have  recourse  to  in  order  to  cover  his 
guilt,  but  such  as  no  innocent  man,  from  whom  nothing  was 
required  but  to  clear  his  innocence  by  giving  plain  answers  to  plain 
questions,  could  possibly  have  made  use  of.  That  in  his  letter  of 
the  11th  of  July,  1785,  he  says,  "  that  he  has  been  kindly  apprized 
that  the  information  required  as  above  was  yet  expected  from  him : 
that  the  submission,  which  his  respect  would  have  enjoined  him  to 
pay  to  the  command  imposed  on  him,  was  lost  to  his  recollection, 
perhaps  from  the  stronger  impression  which  the  first  and  distant 
perusal  of  it  had  left  on  his  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a 
reprehension  for  something  which  had  given  offence  in  his  report 
of  the  original  transaction,  than  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  a 
further  elucidation  of  it." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  affecting  to   doubt  whether 
the  information  expressly  required  of  him  by  his  employers  was 
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expected  or  not,  has  endeavoured  to  justify  a  criminal  delay  and 
evasion  in  giving  it. — That,  considering  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  the  recent  date  of  the  command,  it  is  not  possible  that 
it  could  be  lost  to  his  recollection ;  much  less  is  it  possible,  that  he 
could  have  understood  the  specific  demand  of  an  answer  to  specific 
questions  to  be  intended  only  as  a  reprehension  for  a  former  offence ; 
viz.  the  offence  of  withholding  from  the  directors  that  very  explana- 
tion which  he  ought  to  have  given  in  the  first  instance. — That  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  answer  to  the  said  questions, 
cautiously  avoids  afBrming  or  denying  any  thing  in  clear  positive 
terms,  and  professes  to  recollect  nothing  with  absolute  certainty. — 
That  he  has  not,  even  now,  informed  the  directors  of  the  name  of 
any  one  person,  from  whom  any  part  of  the  money  in  question 
was  received,  nor  what  was  the  motive  of  any  one  person  for  giving 
the  same. — That  he  has  indeed  declared,  that  his  motive  for  lending 
to  the  company,  or  depositing  in  their  treasury  in  his  own  name, 
money  which  he  has,  in  other  places,  declared  to  be  their  property, 
was  to  avoid  ostentation ;  and  that  lending  the  money  was  the  least 
liable  to  reflection ;  yet,  when  he  has  stated  these  and  other  con- 
jectural motives  for  his  owa  conduct,  he  declares  he  will  not  affirm, 
thoiigh  he  is  firmly  persuaded,  that  those  were  his  sentiments  on  the  occa- 
sion. That  of  one  thing  only  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declares  he 
is  certain  ;  viz.  "  That  it  was  his  design  originally  to  have  concealed 
the  receipt  of  all  sums,  except  the  second,  even  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  court  of  directors  ;  but  that  when  fortune  threw  a  sum  in  his 
way,  of  a  magnitude  which  could  not  be  concealed,  and  the  peculiar 
delicacy  of  his  situation  at  the  time,  in  which  he  had  received  it, 
made  him  more  circumspect  of  appearances,  he  chose  to  apprize  his 
employers  of  it." — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  informs  the 
directors,  that  he  had  endorsed  the  bonds  taken  by  him  for  money 
belonging  to  the  company,  and  lent  by  him  to  the  company,  in  order 
to  guard  against  their  becoming  a  claim  on  the  company,  as  part  of  his 
estate  in  tJie  event  of  his  death ;  but  he  has  not  affirmed,  nor  does  it  any 
where  appear,  that  he  has  surrendered  the  said  bonds,  as  he  ought 
to  have  done.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  affirming  that  he 
had  not  time  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  directors,  while 
he  was  in  Bengal — in  not  bringing  with  him  to  England  the  docu- 
ments necessary  to  enable  him  to  answer  those  questions,  or  in  pre- 
tending that  he  has  not  brought  them — in  referring  the  directors 
back  again  to  Bengal  for  those  documents,  and  for  any  further 
information  on  a  subject  on  which  he  has  given  them  no  informa- 
tion, and  particularly  in  referring  them  back  to  a  person  in  Bengal 
for  a  paper,  which  he  says  contained  the  only  account  he  ever  kept 
of  the  transaction,  while  he  himself  professes  to  doubt  whether  that 
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paper  le  still  in  heing,  whether  it  he  in  the  hcmds  of  that  person,  or 
whether  that  person  can  recollect  any  thing  distinctly  concerning  it — 
has  been  guilty  of  gross  evasions,  and  of  palpable  prevarication  and 
deceit,  as  well  as  of  contumacy  and  disobedience  to  the  lawful  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors;  and  thereby  confirmed  all  the  former 
evidence  of  his  having  constantly  used  the  influence  of  his  station 
for  the  most  scandalous,  illegal,  and  corrupt  purposes. 


IX.  RESIGNATION  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

That  Warren  Hastings  having  by  his  agent  Lauchlin  Macleane, 
Esquire,  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1776,  "  signified 
to  the  court  of  directors  his  desire  to  resign  his  office  of  governor- 
general  of  Bengal,  and  requested  their  nomination  of  a  successor  to 
the  vacancy  which  would  be  thereby  occasioned  in  the  supreme 
council,"  the  court  of  directors  did  thereupon  desire  the  said 
Lauchlin  Macleane  "  to  inform  them  of  the  authority,  under  which 
he  acted  in  a  point  of  such  very  great  importance;"  and  the  said 
Lauchlin  Macleane  "  signifying  thereupon  his  readiness  to  give  the 
court  every  possible  satisfaction  on  that  subject,  but  the  powers 
with  which  he  was  intrusted  by  the  papers  in  his  custody  being 
mixed  with  other  matters  of  a  nature  extremely  confidential,  he 
would  submit  the  same  to  the  inspection  of  any  three  of  the  members 
of  the  court,"  the  said  court  of  directors  empowered  the  chairman, 
deputy  chairman,  and  Richard  Becher,  Esquire,  to  inspect  the 
authorities,  powers,  and  directions,  with  which  Mr.  Macleane  was 
furnished  by  Mr.  Hastings,  to  make  the  propositions  contained  in 
his  letter  of  the  10th  October,  1776,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon.  And  the  said  committee  did  accordingly,  on  the  23rd  of 
the  said  month,  report,  "  that,  having  conferred  with  Mr.  Macleane 
on  the  subject  of  his  letter  presented  to  the  court  the  11th  instant, 
they  found,  that  from  the  purport  of  Mr.  Hastings's  instructions, 
contained  in  a  paper  in  his  own  handwriting  given  to  Mr.  Macleane, 
and  produced  by  him  to  them,  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  would  not 
continue  in  the  government  of  Bengal,  unless  certain  conditions, 
therein  specified,  could  be  obtained,  of  which  they  saw  no  probability; 
and  Mr.  George  Vansittart  had  declared  to  them,  that  he  was 
present  when  these  instructions  were  given  to  Mr.  Macleane,  and 
when  Mr.  Hastings  empowered  Mr.  Macleane  to  declare  his  resigna- 
tion to  the  said  court ;  that  Mr.  Stewart  had  likewise  confirmed  to 
them,  that  Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  him,  that  he  had  given  directions 
to  the  above  purpose  by  Mr.  Macleane." 
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And  the  court  of  directors,  having  received  from  the  said  report 
due  satisfaction  respecting  the  authority  vested  in  the  said  Lauchhn 
Macleane  to  propose  the  said  resignation  of  the  ofiBce  of  governor- 
general  of  Bengal,  did  unanimously  resolve  to  accept  the  same  ;  and 
did  also,  under  powers  vested  in  the  said  court  by  the  act  of  the  13th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  "nominate  and  appoint  Edward 
Wheler,  Esquire,  to  succeed  to  the  office  in  the  council  of  Fort- 
William  in  Bengal,  which  will  become  vacant  by  the  said  resignation, 
if  such  nomination  shall  be  approved  by  his  majesty:"  which  nomina- 
tion and  appointment  was  afterwards,  in  due  form,  approved  and 
confirmed  by  his  majesty. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did,  by  a  postscript  to  their  general 
letter,  dated  25th  October,  1776,  acquaint  the  governor-general 
and  council  at  Calcutta  of  their  acceptance  of  the  said  resignation, 
of  their  appointment  of  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  to  fill  the  said 
vacancy,  and  of  his  majesty's  approbation  of  the  said  appointment, 
together  with  the  grounds  of  their  said  proceedings  ;  and  did 
transmit  to  the  said  governor-general  and  council  copies  of  the  said 
instruments  of  appointment  and  confirmation. 

That  the  said  despatches  from  the  court  of  directors  were 
received  at  Calcutta,  and  were  read  in  council  on  the  19th  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  1777;  and  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
having  taken  no  steps  to  yield  the  government  to  his  successor. 
General  Clavering,  and  having  observed  a  profound  silence  on  the 
subject  of  the  said  despatches,  he,  the  said  General  Clavering,  did, 
on  the  next  day,  being  the  20th  of  June,  by  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  require  him  to  surrender  the  keys 
of  Fort-William,  and  of  the  company's  treasuries ;  but  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  positively  refuse  to  comply  with  the  said 
requisition,  "denying  that  his  office  was  vacated,  and  declaring 
his  resolution  to  assert  and  maintain  his  authority  by  every  legal 
means." 

That  the  said  General  Clavering,  conceiving  that  the  office  of 
governor-general  was  vacated  by  the  arrival  of  the  said  despatches, 
which  acquainted  the  council-general  of  the  resignation  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  and  the  appointment  of  the  said  Edward  Wheler, 
Esquire,  and  that  he,  the  said  General  Clavering,  had  in  conse- 
quence thereof  legally  succeeded  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  13th  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign  to  the  said  office  of 
governor-general,  become  vacant  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  did,  in 
virtue  thereof,  issue  in  his  own  name  summonses  to  Richard  Bar- 
well,  Esquire,  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  members  of  the  council, 
to  attend  the  same ;  and  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Philip  Francis, 
Esquire,  who   obeyed  the  said  summons,    did   take  the  oaths  as 
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governor-general,  and  did  sit  and  preside  in  council  as  governor- 
general,  and  prepared  several  acts  and  resolutions  in  the  said 
capacity  of  governor-general ;  and  did,  amongst  other  things, 
prepare  a  proclamation  to  be  made  of  his  said  succession  to  the 
government,  and  of  its  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  said  pro- 
clamation ;  but  did  not  carry  any  of  the  acts  or  resolutions  so 
prepared  into  execution. 

The  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  notwithstanding  thereof,  and  in 
pursuance  of  his  resolution  to  assert  and  maintain  his  authority, 
illegally  and  unjustifiably  summon  the  council  to  meet  in  another 
department,  and  did  sit  and  preside  therein,  apart  from  the  said 
General  Olavering  and  his  council ;  and  in  conjunction  with  Richard 
Barwell,  Esquire,  who  concurred  therein,  issued  sundry  orders,  and 
did  sundry  acts  of  government  belonging  to  the  office  of  governor- 
general  ;  and,  amongst  others,  did  order  several  letters  to  be 
written  in  the  name  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  and  did 
subscribe  the  same,  to  the  commandant  of  the  garrison  of  Fort- 
William,  and  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Barrackpore,  and  to  the 
commanding  officers  at  the  other  stations,  and  also  to  the  pro- 
vincial councils  and  collectors  in  the  provinces,  enjoining  them 
severally  "to  obey  no  orders,  excepting  such  as  should  be  signed 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  or  a  majority  of  his  council." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  by  the  said  proceedings, 
which  were  contrary  both  to  law  and  to  good  faith,  constitute  a 
double  government,  thereby  destroying  and  annihilating  all  govern- 
ment whatever ;  and,  by  his  said  orders  to  the  military  officers,  did 
prepare  for  open  resistance  by  arms,  exposing  thereby  the  settle- 
ment, and  all  the  inhabitants,  subjects  of  or  dependent  on  the 
British  government,  whether  native  or  European,  not  only  to 
political  distractions,  but  to  the  horrors  of  civil  war  ;  and  did,  by 
exposing  the  divisions  and  weakness  of  the  supreme  government, 
and  thereby  loosening  the  obedience  of  the  provinces,  shake  the 
whole  foundation  of  British  authority,  and  imminently  endanger  the 
existence  of  the  British  nation  in  India. 

That  the  said  evils  were  averted  only  by  the  moderation  of  the 
said  General  Olavering,  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  in  consenting 
to  a  reference,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature,  although  they  entertained  no  doubts 
themselves  on  the  legality  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  vahdity  of 
General  Olavering's  instant  right  to  the  chair  ;  and  although  they 
were  not  in  any  way  bound  by  law  to  consult  the  said  judges,  who 
had  no  legal  or  judicial  authority  therein  in  virtue  of  their  offices, 
or  as  a  court  of  justice,  but  were  consulted,  and  interposed  their 
advice,  only  as  individuals,  by  the  voluntary  reference  of  the  parties 
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in  the  said  dispute.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  his  declara- 
tion, entered  in  minutes  of  council,  "  that  it  was  his  determination 
to  abide  by  the  opinion  of  the  judges,"  and  by  the  measures  he 
had  previously  taken  as  aforesaid,  to  enforce  the  same  by  arms,  did 
risk  all  the  dangerous  consequences  above  mentioned ;  which  must 
have  taken  place,  if  the  said  General  Olavering  and  Philip  Francis, 
Esq.,  had  not  been  more  tender  of  the  pubUc  interests,  and  less 
tenacious  of  their  own  rights,  and  had  persisted  in  their  claim,  as 
they  were  by  law  entitled  to  do,  the  extra-judicial  interposition  of 
the  judges  notwithstanding ;  and  from  which  claim  they  receded 
only  from  their  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  settlement,  and 
to  prevent  the  mischiefs,  which  the  illegal  resistance  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  would  otherwise  infallibly  have  occasioned. 

That  after  the  said  judges  had  delivered  their  opinion,  "  that  the 
place  and  office  of  governor-general  of  this  presidency  had  not  yet 
been  vacated  by  Warren  Hastings,  and  that  the  actual  assumption 
of  the  government  by  the  member  of  the  council  next  in  succes- 
sion to  Mr.  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  any  deduction,  which 
could  be  made  from  the  papers  communicated  to  them,  would  be 
absolutely  illegal ;"  and  after  the  said  General  Olavering  and  Philip 
Francis,  Esq.,  had  signified  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  a 
letter  dated  the  21st  of  June,  "  their  intention  to  acquiesce  in  the 
opinion  of  the  judges ;"  and  when  the  differences  in  the  supreme 
council  were  by  these  means  composed,  and  the  calamities  con- 
sequent thereon  were  avoided,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and 
Richard  Barwell,  Esq.,  did  once  more  endanger  the  public  peace 
and  security  by  other  illegal,  unwarrantable,  and  unprovoked  acts 
of  violence ;  having  omitted  to  summon  either  the  said  General 
Olavering,  or  the  said  Philip  Francis,  Esq.,  to  council ;  and  having, 
in  a  council  held  thus  privately  and  clandestinely,  and  contrary 
to  law,  on  the  22nd  day  of  June,  come  to  the  following  resolutions, 
viz. — 

"  Resolved,  that  by  the  said  acts,  orders,  and  declarations  of 
Lieutenant-General  John  Olavering,  recited  in  the  foregoing  papers 
[meaning  the  proceedings  of  General  Olavering  in  his  separate 
council  on  the  20th  of  June],  he  has  actually  usurped  and  assumed, 
and  taken  possession  of  the  place  and  office  of  governor-general 
of  the  presidency  of  Fort- William  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the  act 
of  the  13th  of  his  present  majesty  to  Warren  Hastings,  Esq. 

"  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  John  Olavering  has  thereby 
relinquished,  resigned,  surrendered,  and  vacated  the  office  of  senior 
councillor  of  Fort- William  in  Bengal. 

"  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  John  Olavering  has  thereby 
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relinquished,  resigned,  surrendered,  and  vacated  his  place  of  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  conipany''8  forces  in  India. 

"  Eesolved,  that  Richard  Barwell,  Esq.,  by  virtue  of  the  said 
act  of  parliament,  and  by  the  death  of  the  Honourable  George 
Monson,  Esq.,  is  promoted  to  the  office  of  senior  councillor  of  the 
presidency  of  Fort- William  in  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  the  said 
rehnquishment,  resignation,  surrender,  and  vacation  of  General 
Clavering. 

"  Resolved,  that  the  office  of  commander-in-chief  of  the  com- 
pany's forces  ia  India,  by  the  relinquishment,  resignation,  sur- 
render, and  vacation  of  General  Clavering,  and  by  the  death  of  the 
Honourable  George  Monson,  Esquire,  does  no  longer  exist. 

"  Eesolved,  that  for  the  preservation  of  the  legality  of  our 
proceedings,  Lieutenant^General  John  Clavering  be  not  in  future 
summoned  or  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  governor-general  and 
council." 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire, 
did  again  sit  in  council  on  the  next  day,  being  the  23rd  of  June, 
without  summoning  either  General  Clavering,  or  Philip  Francis, 
Esquire ;  and  did  come  to  several  other  resolutions,  and  make 
several  orders,  contrary  to  law  or  justice ;  and  inconsistent  with 
the  tranquillity  and  the  security  of  the  settlement ;  that  is  to  say, 
they  ordered  their  secretary  "  to  notify  to  General  Clavering  that 
the  board  had  declared  his  offices  of  senior  councillor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief to  be  vacant ;  and  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of 
these  proceedings,  containing  the  grounds  of  the  board  for  the 
aforesaid  declaration." 

And  they  ordered  extracts  of  the  said  proceedings  "to  be  issued 
in  general  orders,  with  letters  to  all  the  provincial  councils  and 
military  stations,  directing  them  to  publish  the  same  in  general 
orders :"  and  they  resolved,  "  that  all  mihtary  returns  be  made  to 
the  governor-general  and  council  in  their  military  department, 
until  a  commander-in-chief  shall  be  appointed  by  the  company." 

That  on  the  day  following,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  24th  of  June, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  again  omit  to  summon  General 
Clavering  to  council,  and  did  again,  together  with  Richard  Barwell, 
Esquire,  who  concurred  therein,  adhere  to  and  confirm  the  said 
illegal  resolutions  come  to  on  the  two  former  days,  declaring  "  that 
they  could  not  be  retracted  but  by  the  present  authority  of  the 
law,  or  by  future  orders  from  home ;"  and  aggravating  the  guilt 
of  the  said  unjustifiable  acts  by  declaring,  as  the  said  A\^arren 
Hastings  did,  "  that  they  were  not  the  precipitate  efiects  of  an  instant 
and  passionate  impulse,  but  the  fruits  of  long  and  most  temperate 


AGAINST   WARREN   HASTINGS,    ESQ.  91 

deliberations,  of  inevitable  necessity,  of  the  strictest  sense  of  public 
duty,  and  of  a  conviction  equal  in  its  impression  on  his  mind  to 
absolute  certainty." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  the  less  excusable  in  this 
obstinate  adherence  to  his  former  unjust  proceedings,  as  the  said 
declarations  were  made  in  answer  to  a  motion  made  by  Philip 
Francis,  Esquire,  for  the  reversal  of  the  said  proceedings,  and  to  a 
minute  introducing  the  said  motion ;  in  which  Mr.  Francis  set 
forth  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manner,  and  in  terms  with  which  the 
court  of  directors  have  since  declared  their  entire  concurrence, 
both  the  extreme  danger,  and  the  illegality  and  invalidity  of  the 
said  proceedings  of  Warren  Hastings  and  Richard  Barwell, 
Esquire,  concluding  the  said  minute  by  the  following  conciliatory 
declaration ;  "  and  that  this  salutary  motion  may  not  be  impeded 
by  any  idea  or  suspicion  that  General  Olavering  may  do  any  act 
inconsistent  with  the  acquiescence  which  both  he  and  I  have 
avowed  in  the  decision  of  the  judges,  I  will  undertake  to  answer 
for  him  in  this  respect ;  or  that,  if  he  should  depart  from  the  true 
spirit  and  meaning  of  that  acquiescence,  I  will  not  be  a  party  with 
him  in  such  proceedings." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  could  not  plead  ignorance  of 
the  law  in  excuse  for  the  said  illegal  acts,  as  it  appears  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  four  preceding  days,  that  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  tenure  by  which  the  members  of  the  council  held  their 
offices  under  the  act  of  the  13th  of  his  present  majesty,  and  had 
stated  the  same  as  a  ground  for  retaining  his  own  office  contrary 
to  an  express  declaration  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  an  instru- 
ment under  the  sign-manual  of  his  majesty ;  and  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  in  their  reasons  for  their  decision  in  his  favour,  had 
stated  the  provisions  in  the  said  act,  so  far  as  they  13  Geo.  ill, 
related  to  the  matter  in  dispute  ;  from  which  it  appeared  <=•  63.  §  10. 
that  there  were  but  four  grounds  on  which  the  office  of  any 
member  of  the  council  could  be  vacated ;  namely,  death,  removal, 
resignation,  or  promotion.  And  as  the  act  confined  the  power  of 
removal  to  "  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  upon  repre- 
sentation made  by  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  com- 
pany for  the  time  being;"  and  conferred  no  such  power  on  the 
governor-general,  or  a  majority  of  the  council,  to  remove  on  any 
ground,  or  for  any  cause  whatever,  one  of  their  colleagues ;  so, 
granting  the  claim  of  General  Olavering  to  the  chair,  and  his  acts 
done  in  furtherance  thereof,  to  have  been  illegal,  and  criminal  in 
whatever  degree,  yet  it  did  not  furnish  to  the  rest  of  the  council 
any  ground  to  remove  him  from  his  office  of  councillor  under  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act ;  and  there  could  therefore  remain  only 
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his  resignation  or  promotion,  as  a  possible  means  of  vacating  his 
said  office.    But  with  regard  to  the  promotion  of  General  Clavering 
to  the  office  of  governor-general,  although  he  claimed  it  himself, 
yet,  as  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  admit  it,  and  as  in  fact  it  was  even 
receded  from  by  General  Clavering,  it  could  not  be  considered,  at 
least  by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  valid  ground  for  vacating  his  office  of 
senior  councillor,   since   the  act  requires  for  that  purpose  not  a 
rejected  claim,  but  an  actual  and  effectual  promotion ;  and  General 
Clavering's  office  of  councillor  could  no  more  be  vacated  by  such 
a  naked  claim,  unsupported  and  disallowed,  than   the  seat  of  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  could  be  vacated,  and  a  new 
writ  issued  to  supply  the  vacancy,  by  his  claim  to  the  office  of 
steward  of  the  Ohiltern  Hundreds,  when  his  majesty  has  refused 
to  appoint  him  to  the  said  office.     And  with  regard  to  resignation, 
although  the  said  Warren   Hastings,  as   a  colour  to  his   illegal 
resolutions,  had  affectedly  introduced  the  word  "  resigned"  amongst 
those   of  "  relinquished,   surrendered,    and   vacated,"  yet  he  well 
knew  that  General  Clavering  had  made  no  offer  nor  declaration  of 
his  resignation  of  his  offices  of  senior  councillor  and  commander- 
in-chief;  and  that  he  did  not  claim  the  office  of  governor-general 
on  the  ground  of  any  such  resignation  made  by  himself,  but  on  the 
ground  of  a  resignation  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  which 
resignation  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  admit ;  and  the  use 
of  the  term  resigned  on  that  occasion  was  therefore  a  manifest  and 
wilful  misconstruction  and  misapplication  of  the  words  of  the  act 
of  his  present  majesty.     And  such   misinterpretation   and   false 
^extension  of  the  term  of  resignation  was  the  more  indecent  in  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  as  he  was  at  the  same  moment  disavowing 
and  refusing  to  give  effect  to  his  own  clear  and  express  resignation, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  word  as  used  in 
the  said  act,  made  by  his  agent,  duly  authorized  and  instructed  by 
himself  so  to  do,  to  an  authority  competent  to  receive  and  accept 
the  same. 

That  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  afterwards  recede 
from  the  said  illegal  measures,  in  compliance  with  the  opinion  and 
advice  of  the  judges  again  interposed,  and  did  thereby  avoid  the 
guilt  of  such  further  acts,  and  the  blame  of  such  further  evils,  as 
must  have  been  consequent  on  a  persistence  therein,  yet  he  was 
nevertheless  still  guilty  of  the  illegal  acts  above  described ;  and  the 
same  are  great  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

That  although  the  judges  did  decide  that  the  office  of  governor- 
general,  held  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  ipso  facto  and 
instanter  vacated  by  the  arrival  of  the  said  despatches  and  docu- 
ments transmitted  by  the  court  of  directors  ;  and  did  consider  the 
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said  consequences  of  the  resignation  as  awaiting  some  future  act 
or  event  for  its  complete  and  effectual  operation;  yet  the  said 
judges  did  not  declare  any  opinion  on  the  ultimate  invahdity  of  the 
said  acts  of  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  as  not  being  binding  on 
his  principal,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  nor  did  they  declare  any 
opinion  that  the  obligation  of  the  said  resignation  was  not  from  the 
beginning  conclusive  and  effectual,  although  its  operation  was, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  on  account  of  the  distance  between 
England  and  India,  to  take  place  only  in  future ;  or  that  the  said 
resignation  made  by  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  was  only  an 
offer  or  proposal  of  a  resignation  to  be  made  at  some  future  and 
indefinite  period,  or  a  mere  intimation  of  the  desire  of  Warren 
Hastings,  Esquire,  to  resign  at  some  future  and  indefinite  period, 
and  that  the  said  resignation,  notwithstanding  the  acceptance 
thereof  by  the  court  of  directors,  and  the  regular  appointment 
and  confirmation  of  a  successor,  was  still  to  remain  optional 
in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  be  ratified  or  departed  from  at 
his  future  choice  or  pleasure  ;  nor  did  the  said  judges  pronounce, 
nor  do  any  of  their  reasonings,  which  accompanied  their  decision, 
tend  to  establish  it  as  their  opinion  that  even  the  time  for  ratify- 
ing and  completing  the  said  transaction  was  to  be  at  the  sole 
discretion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ;  but  they  only  delivered 
their  opinion  as  aforesaid,  that  his  said  ofi&ce  "  has  not  yet  been 
vacated,  and  therefore  that  the  actual  assumption  of  the  govern- 
ment by  the  member  of  the  council  next  in  succession  was,  in  the 
actual  circumstances,  and  rebus  sic  stantibus,  illegal." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  no  where  himself  contend 
that  the  said  resignation  was  not  absolute,  but  optional,  according 
to  the  true  meaning  and  understanding  of  the  parties  in  England, 
and  so  far  as  the  acts  of  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  and  the 
court  of  directors,  were  binding  on  him ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
grounds  his  refusal  to  complete  the  same,  not  on  any  interpretation 
of  the  words  in  which  the  said  resignation,  and  the  other  instru- 
ments aforesaid,  were  conceived,  but  rather  on  a  disavowal  (not 
direct  indeed,  but  implied)  of  his  said  agent,  and  of  the  powers 
under  which  the  said  agent  had  claimed  to  act  in  his  behalf. 
Neither  did  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ground  his  said  refusal  on 
any  objection  to  the  particular  day,  or  period,  or  circumstances,  in 
which  the  requisition  of  General  Olavering  was  made ;  nor  accom- 
pany the  said  refusal  with  any  qualification  in  that  respect,  or  with 
any  intimation  that  he  would,  at  any  future  or  more  convenient 
season,  comply  with  the  same  ;  although  such  an  intimation  might 
probably  have  induced  General  Clavering  to  waive  an  instant  and 
immediate  claim  to  the  chair,  and  might  therefore  have  prevented 
the   distractions   which   happened,    and   the    greater    evils   which 
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impended,  in  consequence  of  the  said  claim  of  General  Clavering, 
and  the  said  refusal  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire.  But  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  contrary,  express  his  said  refusal  in 
such  general  and  unquahfied  terms  as  intimated  an  intention  to 
resist  absolutely  and  altogether,  both  then  and  at  any  future  time, 
the  said  requisition  of  General  Clavering.  And  the  subsequent 
proceedings  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  do  all  concur  in  proving 
that  such  was  his  intention ;  for  he  did  afterwards,  in  conformity 
to  the  advice  of  the  judges,  move  a  resolution  in  council  "  that  all 
parties  be  placed  in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood  before 
the  receipt  of  the  last  advices  from  England ;  reserving  and  sub- 
mitting to  a  decision  in  England  the  respective  claims  that  each 
party  may  conceive  they  have  a  right  to  make,  but  not  acting 
upon  those  claims  till  such  decision  shall  arrive  in  Bengal;" 
thereby  clearly  and  explicitly  declaring  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  surrender  the  government  until  such  decision  should  arrive  in 
Bengal,  which  could  not  be  expected  in  less  time  than  a  year  and 
a  half  after  the  date  of  the  said  resolution ;  and  thereby  clearly 
and  explicitly  declaring  that  he  did  not  consider  his  resignation  as 
binding  for  the  present.  And  the  said  intention  was  manifested, 
if  possible,  still  more  directly  and  expressly  in  a  letter  written  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  the 
15th  of  August,  1777,  being  almost  two  months  after  the  receipt 
of  the  said  despatches ;  in  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declares 
that  "  he  did  not  hold  himself  bound  by  the  notification  made  by 
Mr.  Macleane,  nor  by  any  of  the  acts  consequent  of  it." 

That,  such  appearing  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  General  Clavering  was  justified  in  immediately 
assuming  the  government,  without  waiting  for  any  future  act  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  for  the  actual  surrender  of  the  said  govern- 
ment, none  such  being  likely  to  happen ;  and  Philip  Francis, 
Esquire,  was  justified  in  supporting  General  Clavering  in  the  same 
on  the  soundest  principles  of  justice,  and  on  a  maxim  received  in 
courts  of  equity,  namely,  that  no  one  shall  avail  himself  of  his  own 
wrong ;  and  that,  if  any  one  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  that 
which  he  is  bound  to  do,  the  rights  of  others  shall  not  be  pre- 
judiced thereby,  but  such  acts  shall  be  deemed  and  reputed  to  have 
been  actually  performed,  and  all  the  consequences  shall  be  enforced 
which  would  have  followed  from  such  actual  performance.  And 
therefore  the  resolutions  moved  and  voted  in  council  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  declaring  the  offices  of  General  Clavering  to  be 
vacant,  were  not  only  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings had  no  authority  to  warrant  such  a  declaration,  even  on  the 
supposition  of  the  acts  of  General  Clavering  being  contrary  to  law  ; 
but  the  said  resolutions  were  further  highly  culpable  and  criminal, 
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inasmuch  as  the  said  acts  done  by  General  OJavering,  which  were 
made  the  pretence  of  that  proceeding,  were  strictly  regular  and 
legal. 

That  the  refusal  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  ratify  the 
resignation,  and  his  disavowal  of  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane,  his 
agent,  is  not  justified  by  any  thing  contained  in  his  said  letter  to 
the  court  of  directors,  dated  on  the  15th  of  August,  1777,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  no  where  directly  and  positively  asserting  that 
the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  was  not  his  agent,  and  had  not  both 
full  and  general  powers,  and  even  particular  instructions  for  this 
very  act ;  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  uses  many  indirect 
and  circuitous,  but  insufficient  and  inapplicable,  insinuations  to  that 
effect.  And  the  said  letter  does  on  the  contrary  contain  a  clear 
and  express  avowal  that  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  was  his  con- 
fidential agent,  and  that  in  that  capacity  he  acted  throughout,  and 
particularly  in  this  special  matter,  with  zeal  and  fidehty.  And  the 
said  letter  does  further  admit  in  effect  the  instructions  produced  by 
the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  confirmed  by  Mr.  Vansittart 
and  Mr.  Stewart,  and  relied  on  and  confided  in  by  the  court  of 
directors,  by  which  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  appeared  to  be 
specially  empowered  to  declare  the  said  resignation ;  the  words  of 
the  said  instruction  being  as  follow:  "that  he  (Mr.  Hastings)  will 
not  continue  in  the  government  of  Bengal^''  "  unless  certain  conditions 
therein  specified  can  be  obtained :"  and  the  words  of  the  said  letter 
being  as  follow :  "  What  I  myself  know  with  certainty,  or  can  recol- 
lect at  this  distance  of  time,  concerning  the  powers  and  instruc- 
tions which  were  given  to  Messieurs  Macleane  and  Graham,  when 
they  undertook  to  be  my  agents  in  England,  I  will  circumstantially 
relate. 

"  I  am  in  possession  of  two  papers  which  were  presented  to  those 
gentlemen  at  the  time  of  their  departure  from  Bengal ;  one  of  which 
comprises  four  short  propositions  which  I  required  as  the  conditions 
of  my  being  confirmed  in  this  government.'''' 

And  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  here  artfully  some- 
what change  the  words  of  his  written  instructions  (and  which  having 
in  his  possession  he  might  as  easily  have  given  verbatim)  to  other 
words  which  may  appear  less  explicit,  yet  they  are  in  fact  capable 
of  only  the  same  meaning ;  for  as  at  the  time  of  giving  the  said 
instructions  to  his  agents  he  was  in  full  possession  of  his  ofiice,  he 
could  want  no  confirmation  therein  except  Ms  own ;  and,  in  such 
circumstances,  "  to  require  certain  things,  as  the  conditions  of  his 
being  confirmed  in  his  government;''  is  tantamount  to  a  declaration 
"  that  he  will  not  continue  in  his  government,  unless  those  conditions  can 
be  obtained:''     And  the  said  attempt  at  prevarication  can  serve  its 
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author  the  less,  as  either  both  sentences  have  one  and  the  same 
meaning,  or  if  their  meaning  be  different,  the  original  instructions 
in  his  own  handwriting,  or,  in  other  words,  the  thing  itself  must  be 
preferred  as  evidence  of  its  contents  to  a  loose  statement  of  its 
purport,  founded,  perhaps,  on  a  loose  recollection  of  it  at  a  great 
distance  of  time. 

That  the  said  refusal  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  was  a  breach 
of  faith  with  the  court  of  directors  and  his  majesty's  ministers  in 
England ;  as  the  said  resignation  was  not  merely  a  voluntary  offer 
without  any  consideration,  and  therefore  subject  to  be  recalled  or 
retracted  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but  ought 
rather  to  be  considered  as  having  been  the  result  of  a  negotiation 
carried  on  between  Mr.  Macleane  for  the  benefit  of  Warren  Hast- 
ings, Esq.,  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  court  of  directors  for  the 
interests  of  the  company  on  the  other  ;  which  view  of  the  trans- 
action will  appear  the  more  probable,  when  it  is  considered  that  at 
the  time  of  the  said  resignation  a  strict  inquiry  had  been  carrying 
on  by  the  court  of  directors  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings ;  and  the  solicitor  and  counsel  to  the  company,  and 
other  eminent  counsel,  had  given  it  as  their  opinions,  on  cases 
stated  to  them,  that  there  were  grounds  for  suing  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity ;  and  that  the  company 
would  be  entitled  to  recover  in  the  said  suits  against  Warren 
Hastings,  Esq.,  several  very  large  sums  of  money  taken  by  him  in 
his  office  of  governor-general,  contrary  to  law,  and  in  breach  of  his 
covenants,  and  of  his  duty  to  the  company  and  the  public ;  and 
the  court  of  directors  had  also  come  to  various  severe  resolutions 
of  censure  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  amongst  others 
to  a  resolution  to  recall  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  remove 
him  from  his  office  of  governor-general,  to  answer  for  sundry  great 
crimes  and  delinquencies  by  him  committed  in  his  said  office. 

And  on  these  accounts  it  appears  probable  that  the  said  resigna- 
tion was  tendered  and  accepted  as  a  consideration  for  some  beneficial 
concessions  made  in  consequence  thereof  to  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings in  his  said  dangerous  and  desperate  condition. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  also  an  act  of  great  disrespect  to  the 
court  of  directors  and  to  his  majesty ;  and,  by  rendering  abortive 
their  said  measures,  solemnly  and  deliberately  taken,  and  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  his  majesty,  tended  to  bring  the  authority  of  the 
court  of  directors  and  of  his  majesty  into  contempt. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  an  injury  to  General  Olavering. 

And  was  also,  or  might  have  been,  a  great  injury  to  Edward 
Wheler,  Esquire. 

And  was  an  act  of  signal  treachery  to  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esq., 
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as  also  to  Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Stewart,  whose  honours  and 
veracity  wore  thereby  brought  into  question,  doubt,  and  suspicion. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  prejudicial  to  the  affairs  of  the  servants 
of  the  company  in  India,  by  shaking  the  confidence  to  be  placed  in 
their  agents  by  those  persons  with  whom  it  might  be  for  their  inte- 
rest to  negotiate  on  any  matter  of  importance,  and  by  thus  sub- 
jecting the  communication  of  persons  abroad  with  those  at  home  to 
diflSculties  not  known  before. 

X.    SUEGEON-GENERAL'S  CONTRACT. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  year  1777,  did  grant  to 
the  surgeon-general  a  contract  for  three  years,  for  defraying  every 
kind  of  hospital  and  medicine  expense — not  only  in  breach  of  the 
general  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  with  respect  to  the  duration 
of  contracts,  but  in  direct  opposition  to  a  particular  order  of  the 
court  of  directors,  of  the  30th  of  March,  l774,  when  they  directed 
"  that  the  surgeon  should  not  be  permitted  to  enjoy  any  emolument 
arising  from  his  being  concerned  in  dieting  the  patients ;  and  that 
the  occupations  of  surgeon  and  contractor  should  be  forthwith 
separated." — That  the  said  contract  was  in  itself  highly  improper, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the  service ;  as  it  afforded  the 
greatest  temptation  to  abuse,  and  established  a  pecuniary  interest 
in  the  surgeon-general,  contrary  to  the  duties  of  his  station  and 
profession. 

XI.    CONTRACTS   FOR  POOLBUNDY  REPAIRS. 

That  the  governor-general  and  council  at  Fort- William  did,  on 
the  motion  and  recommendation  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
enter  into  a  contract  with  Archibald  Frazer,  Esquire,  on  the  16th 
of  April,  1778,  for  the  repairs  of  the  pools  and  banks  in  the  province 
of  Burdwan,  for  two  years,  at  the  rate  of  120,000  sicca  rupees  for 
the  first  year,  and  80,000  rupees  for  the  second  year. 

That  on  the  19th  of  December,  1778,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  further  persuade  the  supreme  council  to  prolong  the  term  of  the 
above  contract  with  Archibald  Frazer  for  the  space  of  three  years 
more  on  the  same  conditions  ;  namely,  the  payment  of  80,000  sicca 
rupees  for  each  year.  To  which  was  added  a  permission  to  Mr. 
Frazer  to  make  doiunds,  or  special  repairs,  whenever  he  should 
judge  them  necessary,  at  the  charge  of  government. 

That  the  said  contracts,  both  in  the  manner  of  their  acceptance 
by  the  supreme  council,  without  having  previously  advertised  for 
proposals,  and  in  the  extent  of  their  duration,  were  made  in  direct 
violation  of  the  special  orders  of  the  court  of  directors. 

VOL.    VII.  H 
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That  so  far  from  any  advantage  having  been  obtained  for  the 
company  in  the  terms  of  these  contracts,  in  consideration  of  the 
length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue,  the  expense  of 
government  upon  this  article  was  increased  by  these  engagements  to 
a  very  great  amount. 

That  it  appears,  that  this  contract  had  been  held  for  some  years 
before  by  the  rajah  of  Burdwan,  at  the  rate  of  25,000  rupees  per 
annum. 

That  the  superintendent  of  Poolbundy  repairs,  after  an  accurate 
and  diligent  survey  of  the  bunds  and  pools,  and  the  provincial  coun- 
cil of  Burdwan,  upon  the  best  information  they  could  procure,  had 
delivered  it  as  their  opinion  to  the  governor-general  and  council, 
before  the  said  agreement  was  entered  into,  that  after  the  heavy 
expense  (stated  in  Mr.  Kinlock's  estimate,  viz.  119,405  sicca 
rupees),  if  disbursed  as  they  recommended,  the  charge  in  future 
seasons  would  be  greatly  reduced,  and  after  one  thorough  and  effectual 
repair,  they  conceived  a  small  annual  expense  would  he  sufficient  to 
Iceep  the  bunds  up  and  prevent  their  going  to  decay. 

That  whatever  extraordinary  and  unusual  damages  the  pools  and 
bunds  might  have  sustained,  either  from  the  neglect  of  the  rajah's 
officers,  or  from  the  violence  of  the  then  late  rains,  and  the  torrents 
thereby  occasioned,  to  justify  the  expense  of  the  first  year,  yet  as 
they  were  all  considered  and  included  in  the  estimate  for  that  year, 
there  could  be  no  pretence  for  allowing  and  continuing  so  large  and 
burdensome  a  payment  as  80,000  rupees  per  annum,  for  the  fo^u• 
succeeding  years. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  minutes  of  the  13th 
of  February,  1778,  himself  support  that  opinion,  in  the  comparison 
to  be  made  between  Mr.  Thomson's  proposals  of  undertaking  the 
same  service  for  60,000  rupees  a  year,  for  nine  years,  and  the  terms 
of  Mr.  Frazer's  contract ;  preferring  the  latter,  because  these  were 
"to  effect  a  complete  repair,  which  could  hardly  be  concluded  in 
one  season,  and  the  subsequent  expense  would  be  but  trifling." 

Notwithstanding  which,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  urged  and 
prevailed  upon  the  council  to  allow  in  the  first  year  the  full  amount 
proposed  by  Mr.  Kinlock  in  his  estimate  of  the  necessary  repairs, 
and  did  burden  the  company  with  what  he  must  have  deemed  to  be, 
for  the  greater  part,  an  unnecessary  expense  of  80,000  rupees  per 
annum  for  four  years. 

That  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make  dobunds,  or 
new  and  additional  embankments  in  aid  of  the  old  ones,  whenever 
he  should  judge  them  necessary,  at  the  charge  of  government  (the 
said  charge  to  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  said  Frazer,  without 
any  voucher),  was  a  power  very  much  to  be  suspected,  and  very  im- 
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proper  to  be  intrusted  to  a  contractor,  who  had  already  covenanted 
to  keep  the  old  pools  in  perfect  repair,  and  to  construct  new  ones 
wherever  the  old  pools  had  been  broken  down  and  washed  away,  or 
where  the  course  of  the  rivers  might  have  rendered  new  ones  neces- 
sary, in  consideration  of  the  great  sums  stipulated  to  be  paid  to 
him  by  the  government. 

That  the  grant  of  the  foregoing  contracts,  and  the  permission 
afterwards  annexed  to  the  second  of  the  said  grants,  become  much 
more  reprehensible  from  a  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
person  to  whom  such  a  grant  was  made. 

That  the  due  performance  of  the  service  required  local  knowledge 
and  experience,  which  the  said  Archibald  Frazer,  being  an  officer 
in  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  could  not  have  possessed. 

XII.   CONTRACTS  FOR  OPIUM. 

That  it  appears,  that  the  opium  produced  in  Bengal  and  Bahar  is 
a  considerable  and  lucrative  article  in  the  export  trade  of  those 
provinces ;  that  the  whole  produce  has  been  for  many  years  mono- 
polized either  by  individuals  or  by  the  government ;  that  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  in  consideration  of  the 
hardship  imposed  on  the  native  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  lands, 
who  were  deprived  of  their  natural  right  of  dealing  with  many  com- 
petitors, and  compelled  to  sell  the  produce  of  their  labour  to  a 
single  monopolist,  did  authorize  the  governor-general  and  council  to 
give  up  that  commodity  as  an  article  of  commerce. 

That  while  the  said  commodity  continued  to  be  a  monopoly  for 
the  benefit  of  government,  and  managed  by  a  contractor,  the  contracts 
for  providing  it  were  subject  to  the  company's  fundamental  regula- 
tion, namely,  to  be  put  up  to  auction,  and  disposed  of  to  the  best 
bidder;  and  that  the  company  particularly  ordered,  that  the  com- 
modity when  provided  should  be  consigned  to  the  board  of  trade, 
who  were  directed  to  dispose  thereof  by  public  auction. 

That  in  May,  1777,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  granted  to  John 
Mackenzie  a  contract  for  the  provision  of  opium,  to  continue  three 
years,  and  without  advertising  for  proposals  ;  that  this  transaction 
was  condemned  by  the  court  of  directors,  notwithstanding  a  clause 
had  been  inserted  in  that  contract,  by  which  it  was  left  open  to  the 
court  of  directors  to  annul  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  or 
second  year. 

That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
in  contradiction  to  the  order  above  mentioned,  did  take  away  the 
sale  of  the  opium  from  the  board  of  trade,  though  he  disclaimed,  at 
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the  same  time,  cmy  intention  of  implying  a  censure  on  tlieir  manage^ 
ment. 

That  in  March,  1781,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  grant  to 
Stephen  SuUivan,  son  of  Lawrence  Sullivan,  chairman  of  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  a  contract  for  the  provi- 
sion of  opium,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  and  without  even 
receiving  any  written  proposals  from  him,  the  said  Sullivan ;  that 
he  granted  this  contract  for  four  years,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
said  Sullivan  did  omit  that  clause  which  was  inserted  in  the  preced- 
ing contract,  and  by  which  it  was  rendered  liable  to  be  determined 
by  orders  from  the  company ;  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declaring, 
contrary  to  truth,  that  such  clause  was  now  unnecessary,  as  the 
directors  had  approved  the  contract. 

That  the  said  Sullivan  had  been  but  a  few  months  in  Bengal 
when  the  above  contract  was  given  to  him ;  that  he  was  a  stranger 
to  the  country,  and  to  all  the  local  commerce  thereof,  and  therefore 
unqualified  for  the  management  of  such  a  concern ;  and  that  the 
said  Sullivan,  instead  of  executing  the  contract  himself,  did,  shortly 
after  obtaining  the  same,  assign  it  over  to  John  Benn,  and  others ; 
and  in  consideration  of  such  assignment  did  receive  from  the  said 
Benn  a  great  sum  of  money. 

That  from  the  preceding  facts,  as  well  as  from  sundry  other  cir- 
cumstances of  restrictions  taken  off  (particularly  by  abolishing  the 
office  of  inspector  into  the  quality  of  the  opium)  and  of  beneficial 
clauses  introduced,  it  appears  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  gave 
this  contract  to  the  said  Stephen  Sullivan  in  contradiction  to  the 
orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  without  any  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  India  Company,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  creating  an 
instant  fortune  for  the  said  Sullivan  at  the  expense  of  the  India 
Company,  without  any  claim  of  service  or  pretence  of  merit  on  his 
part,  and  without  any  apparent  motive  whatever,  except  that  of 
securing  or  rewarding  the  attachment  and  support  of  his  father, 
Lawrence  SuUivan,  a  person  of  great  authority  and  influence  in  the 
direction  of  the  company's  afiairs,  and  notoriously  attached  to  and 
connected  with  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Stephen  Sullivan  neither  possessed,  nor  pretended 
to  possess,  any  skill  in  the  business  of  his  contract ;  that  he  exerted 
no  industry,  nor  showed,  or  could  show,  any  exactness  in  the  per- 
formance of  it,  since  he  immediately  sold  the  contract  for  a  sum  of 
money  to  another  person  (for  the  sole  purpose  of  which  sale  it 
must  be  presumed  the  same  was  given),  by  which  person  another 
profit  was  to  be  made ;  and  by  that  person  the  same  was  again  sold 
to  a  third,  by  whom  a  third  profit  was  to  be  made. 
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That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  very  time  when  he 
engaged  the  company  in  a  contract  for  engrossing  the  whole  of  the 
opium  produced  in  Bengal  and  Bahar  in  the  ensuing  four  years,  on 
terms  of  such  exorbitant  profit  to  the  contractor,  affirmed,  that  "there 
was  little  prospect  of  seUing  the  opium  in  Bengal  at  a  reasonable 
price;  and  that  it  was  but  natural  to  suppose  that  the  price  of 
opium  would  fall  from  the  demand  being  lessened:'''' — that  in  a  letter, 
dated  the  5th  of  May,  1781,  he  informed  the  directors,  "that 
owing  to  the  indifferent  state  of  the  markets  last  season  to  the 
eastward,  and  the  very  enhanced  rates  of  insurance  which  the  war 
had  occasioned,  they  had  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the  opium  of 
the  present  year  to  so  great  an  advantage  as  they  expected ;  and  that 
more  than  one-half  of  it  remained  still  in  their  warehouses.'" — That 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  of  a  manifest  breach  of  trust 
to  his  constituents  and  his  employers  in  monopohzing,  for  their  pre- 
tended use,  an  article  of  commerce,  for  which  he  declared  no  pur- 
chasers had  offered,  and  that  there  was  little  prospect  of  any  offering  ; 
and  the  price  of  which,  he  said,  it  was  iut  natural  to  suppose  would 
fall.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  by  his  own  act, 
loaded  the  company  with  a  commodity,  for  which,  either  in  the 
ordinary  and  regular  course  of  public  auction,  or  even  by  private 
contract,  there  was,  as  he  affirmed,  no  sale,  did,  under  pretence  of 
finding  a  market  for  the  same,  engage  the  company  in  an  enterprise 
of  great  and  certain  expense,  subject  to  a  manifest  risk,  and  full  of 
disgrace  to  the  East  India  Company,  not  only  in  their  political 
character,  as  a  great  sovereign  power  in  India,  but  in  their  commer- 
cial character,  as  an  eminent  and  respectable  body  of  merchants  ; 
and  that  the  execution  of  this  enterprise  was  accompanied  vnth 
sundry  other  engagements  with  other  persons,  in  all  of  which  the 
company's  interest  was  constantly  sacrificed  to  that  of  individuals 
favoured  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  first  engaged  in  a  scheme  to 
export  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  chests  of  opium,  on  the 
company's  account,  on  board  a  ship  belonging  to  Oudbert  Thornhill, 
half  of  which  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  a  coasting  voyage,  and  the 
remainder  in  Canton. — That,  besides  the  freight  and  commission 
payable  to  the  said  Thornhill  on  this  adventure,  twelve  pieces  of 
cannon  belonging  to  the  company,  were  lent  for  arming  the  ship  ; 
though  his  original  proposal  was,  that  the  ship  should  be  armed  at 
his  expense. — That  this  part  of  the  adventure,  depending  for  its 
success  on  a  prudent  and  fortunate  management  of  various  sales 
and  resales  in  the  course  of  a  circuitous  voyage,  and  being  exposed 
to  such  risk  both  of  sea  and  enemy,  that  all  private  traders  had 
declined  to  be  concerned  in  it,  was  particularly  unfit  for  a  great 
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trading  company,  and  could  not  be  undertaken  on  their  account 
with  any  rational  prospect  of  advantage. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  soon  after  engaged  in  another 
scheme  for  exporting  2000  chests  of  opium  directly  to  China  on  the 
company's  account,  and  for  that  purpose  accepted  of  an  offer  made 
by  Henry  Watson,  the  company's  chief  engineer,  to  convey  the 
same  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  and  to  deliver  it  to  the  company's 
supercargoes. — That  after  the  offer  of  the  said  Henry  Watson 
had  been  accepted,  a  letter  from  him  was  produced  at  the  board, 
in  which  he  declarSd  that  he  was  unable  to  equip  the  ship  with 
a  proper  number  of  cannon,  and  requested  that  he  might  be  furnished 
with  thirty-six  guns  from  the  company's  stores  at  Madras ;  with 
which  request  the  board  complied. — That  it  appears  that  George 
Williamson,  the  company's  auctioneer  at  Calcutta,  having  com- 
plained that  by  this  mode  of  exporting  the  opium,  which  used  to 
be  sold  by  public  auction,  he  lost  his  commission  as  auctioneer,  the 
board  allowed  him  to  draw  a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  the 
opium  which  had  been  or  was  to  be  exported. — That  it  appears 
that  the  contractor  for  opium  (whose  proper  duties  and  emoluments 
as  contractor  ended  with  the  delivery  of  the  opium)  was  also 
allowed  to  draw  a  commission  on  the  opium  then  shipping  on  the 
company's  account ;  but  for  what  reason,  or  on  what  pretence,  does 
not  appear. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  pay  the  said  Stephen 
Sullivan  in  advance  for  the  opium  furnished,  or  to  be  furnished,  by 
him  in  the  first  year  of  his  contract,  did  borrow  the  sum  of  twenty 
lacs  of  rupees  at  eight  per  cent.,  or  two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  to  be  repaid  by  drafts  to  be  drawn  on  the  company  by 
their  supercargoes  in  China,  provided  the  opium  consigned  to  them 
should  arrive  safe ;  but  that  if  the  adventure  failed,  whether  by  the 
loss  of  the  ships,  or  otherwise,  the  subscribers  to  the  above  loan 
were  to  be  repaid  their  capital  and  interest  out  of  the  company's 
treasury  in  Bengal. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  this  manner  purchased 
a  commodity,  for  which  he  said  there  was  no  sale,  and  paid  for  it 
with  money,  which  he  was  obliged  to  borrow  at  a  high  interest,  was 
still  more  criminal  in  his  attempt,  or  pretended  plan,  to  introduce  it 
clandestinely  into  China.  That  the  importation  of  opium  into 
China  is  forbidden  by  the  Chinese  government ;  that  the  opium,  on 
seizure,  is  burnt ;  the  vessel  that  imports  it  confiscated ;  and  the 
Chinese,  in  whose  possession  it  may  be  found  for  sale,  punished  with 
death. 

That  the  governor-general  and  council  were  well  aware  of  the 
existence   of  these   prohibitions  and  penalties,  and  did  therefore 


AGAINST    WARREN    HASTINGS,    ESQ,.  103 

inform  the  supercargoes  in  China,  that  the  ship  belonging  to  the 
said  Henry  Watson  would  enter  the  river  at  China  as  an  armed 
ship,  and  would  not  he  reported  as  hearing  a  cargo  of  opium ;  that 
being  a  contraband  trade. — That  of  the  above  two  ships,  the  first, 
belonging  to  Cudbert  Thornhill,  was  taken  by  the  French;  and 
that  the  second,  arriving  in  China,  did  occasion  much  embarrass- 
ment and  distress  to  the  company's  supercargoes  there,  who  had 
not  been  previously  consulted  on  the  formation  of  the  plan,  and 
were  exposed  to  great  difficulty  and  hazard  in  the  execution  of  their 
part  of  it.  That  the  ship  was  delayed,  at  a  demurrage  of  a  hundred 
dollars  a  day,  for  upwards  of  three  months,  waiting  in  vain  for  a 
better  market. — The  factory  estimate  the  loss  to  the  company, 
including  port-charges,  demurrage,  and  factory-charges  allowed  the 
captain,  at  sixty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three 
dollars,  or  about  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

That  the  company's  factory  at  China,  after  stating  the  foregoing 
facts  to  the  court  of  directors,  conclude  with  the  following  general 
observations  thereon  : — "  On  a  review  of  these  circumstances,  with 
the  extravagant  and  unusual  terms  of  the  freight,  demurrage, 
factory-charges,  &c.  &c.,  we  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that 
private  considerations  have  been  suffered  to  interfere  too  much  for 
any  benefit  that  may  have  been  intended  to  the  honourable 
company.  We  hope  for  the  honourable  court's  approbation  of  our 
conduct  in  this  affair.  The  novelty  and  nature  of  the  consignments 
have  been  the  source  of  much  trouble  and  anxiety ;  and,  though  we 
wished  to  have  had  it  in  our  power  to  do  more,  we  may  truly  say 
we  have  exceeded  our  expectations." 

That  every  part  of  this  transaction,  from  the  monopoly  with 
which  it  commenced,  to  the  contraband  dealing  with  which  it  con- 
cluded, criminates  the  said  Warren  Hastings  with  wilful  disobe- 
dience of  orders,  and  a  continued  breach  of  trust ;  that  every  step 
taken  in  it  was  attended  with  heavy  loss  to  the  company,  and  with  a 
sacrifice  of  their  interest  to  that  of  individuals,  and  that,  if  finally 
a  profit  had  resulted  to  the  company  from  such  a  transaction,  no 
profit  attending  it  could  compensate  for  the  probable  risk  to  which 
their  trade  in  China  was  thereby  exposed ;  or  for  the  certain  dis- 
honour and  consequent  distrust  which  the  East  India  Company 
must  incur  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese  government  by  being 
engaged  in  a  low,  clandestine  traffic,  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the 
country. 
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XIII.   APPOINTMENT   OF   R.  J.  SULLIVAN. 


That,  in  the  month  of  February,  1781,  Mr.  Richard  Joseph 
SuUivan,  secretary  to  the  select  committee  at  Fort  St.  George, 
applied  to  them  for  leave  to  proceed  to  Calcutta  on  Ms  private 
affairs.  That,  being  the  confidential  secretary  to  the  select  com- 
mittee at  Fort  St.  George,  and  consequently  possessed  of  all  the 
views  and  secrets  of  the  company,  as  far  as  they  related  to  that 
government,  he  went  privately  into  the  service  of  the  nabob  of 
Arcot ;  and,  under  the  pretence  of  proceeding  to  Calcutta  on  his 
private  business,  undertook  a  commission  from  the  said  nabob  to 
the  governor-general  and  council,  to  negotiate  with  them  in  favour 
of  certain  projects  of  the  said  nabob,  which  had  been  reprobated  by 
the  company. 

That  the  said  Sullivan  was  soon  after  appointed  back  again  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  office  of  resident  at  the  durbar  of 
the  said  nabob  of  Arcot.  That  it  was  a  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor in  the  said  Hastings  to  encourage  so  dangerous  an 
example  in  the  company's  service,  and  to  interfere  unnecessarily 
with  the  government  of  Madras  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
peculiarly  ascribed  to  them  by  the  practice  and  orders  of  the  com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  appointing  to  a  great  and  confidential 
situation  a  man  who  had  so  recently  committed  a  breach  of  trust  to 
his  employers. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  to  Bengal,  dated  the 
12th  of  July,  1782,  and  received  there  on  the  18th  of  February, 
1 783,  did  condemn  and  revoke  the  said  appointment.  That  the  said 
directors,  in  theirs  to  Fort  St.  George,  dated  the  28th  of  August, 
1782,  and  received  there  the  31st  of  January,  1783,  did  highly 
condemn  the  conduct  of  the  said  SuUivan ;  and,  in  order  to  deter 
their  servants  from  practices  of  the  same  kind,  did  dismiss  Mm  from 
their  service. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  said  SuUivan's  appoint- 
ment had  been  condemned  and  revoked  by  the  court  of  directors, 
and  pretending  that  on  the  15th  of  March,  1783,  he  did  not  know 
that  the  said  Sullivan  was  dismissed  from  the  company's  service, 
though  that  fact  was  known  at  Madras  on  the  31st  of  the  preceding 
January,  did  recommend  the  said  Sullivan  to  be  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  subahdar  of  the  Deccan,  in  defiance  of 
the  authority  and  orders  of  the  court  of  directors. 

That  even  admitting,  what  is  highly  improbable,  that  the  dismis- 
sion of  the  said  Sullivan  from  the  service  of  the  said  company  was 
not  known  at  Calcutta  in  forty-three  days  from  Madras,  the  last- 
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mentioned  nomination  of  the  said  Sullivan  was  made  at  least  in 
contempt  of  the  censure  already  expressed  by  the  court  of  directors 
at  his  former  appointment  to  the  durbar  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and 
which  was  certainly  known  to  the  said  Hastings. 

XIV.    EANNA  OF  GOHUD. 

That  on  the  2nd  of  December,  1779,  the  governor-general  and 
council  of  Fort- William,  at  the  special  recommendation  and  in- 
stance of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  then  governor-general,  and 
contrary  to  the  declared  opinion  and  protest  of  three  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  (viz.)  Philip  Francis  and  Edward  Wheler, 
Esquires,  who  were  present ;  and  of  Sir  Eyre  Ooote,  who  was 
absent  (by  whose  absence  the  casting  voice  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  Esquire,  prevailed),  did  conclude  a  treaty  of  perpetual 
friendship  and  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  a  Hindoo 
prince,  called  the  Ranna  of  Gohud,  for  the  express  purpose  of  using 
the  forces  of  the  said  ranna  in  opposition  to  the  Mahrattas. 

That,  among  other  articles,  it  was  stipulated  with  the  said 
ranna  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  "  that  whenever  peace  should 
be  concluded  between  the  company  and  the  Mahratta  state,  the 
Maha  rajah  should  be  included  as  a  party  in  the  treaty,  which 
should  be  made  for  that  purpose  ;  and  his  present  possessions, 
together  with  the  fort  of  Guahor,  which  of  old  belonged  to  the 
family  of  the  Maha  rajah,  if  it  should  be  then  in  his  possession, 
and  such  countries  as  he  should  have  acquired  in  the  course  of  war, 
and  which  it  should  then  be  stipulated  to  leave  in  his  hands,  should 
be  guaranteed  to  him  by  such  treaty." 

That  in  the  late  war  against  the  Mahrattas  the  said  ranna  of 
Gohud  did  actually  join  the  British  army,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Muir,  with  two  battalions  of  infantry,  and  1200  cavalry, 
and  did  then  serve  in  person  against  the  Mahrattas,  thereby 
affording  material  assistance,  and  rendering  essential  service  to  the 
company. 

That  in  conformity  to  the  above-mentioned  treaty,  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1781,  between  Colonel  Muir  on  the  part  of  the  English  company, 
and  Madajee  Scindia  the  Mahratta  general,  the  said  ranna  of 
Gohud  was  expressly  included. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  said  express  provision  and  agree- 
ment, Madajee  Scindia  proceeded  to  attack  the  forts,  and  lay 
waste  the  territories  of  the  said  ranna,  and  did  undertake  and 
prosecute  a  war  against  him  for  the  space  of  two  years ;  in  the 
course  of  which  the  ranna  and  his  family  were  reduced  to  extreme 
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distress,  and  in  the  end  he  was  deprived  of  his  forts,  and  the  whole 
not  only  of  his  acquired  possessions,  but  of  his  original  dominions, 
so  specially  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  British  government  in  both 
the  above-mentioned  treaties. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  duly  and  regularly  informed 
of  the  progress  of  the  war  against  the  ranna,  and  of  every  event 
thereof;  notwithstanding  which,  he  not  only  neglected  in  any 
manner  to  interfere  therein  in  favour  of  the  said  ranna,  or  to  use 
any  endeavours  to  prevent  the  infraction  of  the  treaty,  but  gave 
considerable  countenance  and  encouragement  to  Madajee  Scindia 
in  his  violation  of  it,  both  by  the  residence  of  the  British  minister 
in  the  Mahratta  camp,  and  by  the  approbation  shown  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  to  the  promises  made  by  his  agent  of  observing 
the  strictest  neutrality,  notwithstanding  he  was  in  justice  bound, 
and  stood  pledged  by  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  engagements, 
to  protect  and  preserve  the  said  ranna  from  those  enemies,  whose 
resentment  he  had  provoked  only  by  his  adherence  to  the  interests 
of  the  British  nation. 

That  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  sound  the  disposition  of 
Madajee  Scindia,  relative  to  a  pacification  between  him  and  the 
ranna  of  Gohud,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1783,  Mr.  Anderson,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  he  had  received,  did  clearly  and  explicitly 
declare  to  Bhow  Bucksey,  the  minister  of  Madajee  Scindia,  the 
sentiments  of  the  said  Wan-en  Hastings  in  the  words  following : — 
"  that  it  was  so  far  from  your  (the  said  Hastings's)  meaning  to 
intercede  in  his  (the  said  ranna's)  favour,  that  I  only  desired  him 
to  sound  Scindia's  sentiments,  and  in  case  he  was  desirous  of  peace, 
to  mention  what  I  have  said  ;  but  if  he  seemed  to  prefer  carrying 
on  the  war,  I  begged  that  he  would  not  mention  a  syllable  of  what 
had  passed,  but  let  the  matter  drop  entirely." 

That  it  afterwards  appeared,  in  a  minute  of  the  said  Hastings  in 
council  at  Fort- William,  on  the  22nd  of  September,  1783,  that 
he  promised,  at  the  instance  of  a  member  of  the  council,  to  write 
to  Lieutenant  James  Anderson  in  favour  of  the  ranna  of  Gohud, 
and  lay  his  letter  before  the  board. 

That  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  professing  not  to  recollect 
his  said  promise,  did  neglect  to  write  a  formal  letter  to  Lieutenant 
Anderso-n  in  favour  of  the  said  ranna  of  Gohud,  and  that  the  private 
letter,  the  extract  of  which  the  said  Hastings  did  lay  before  the 
board  on  the  21st  of  October,  1783,  so  far  from  directing  any 
effectual  interference  in  favour  of  the  said  ranna,  or  commanding 
his  agent,  the  said  James  Anderson,  to  interpose  the  mediation  of 
the  British  government  to  procure  "  honourable  terms  "  for  the  said 
ranna,    or  even    "  safety  to  Ms  person   and  fanMy^  contains  the 
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bitterest  invectives  against  him,  and  is  expressive  of  the  satisfac- 
tion which  the  said  Hastings  acknowledges  himself  to  have  enjoyed 
in  the  distresses  of  the  said  ranna,  the  ally  of  the  company. 

That  the  measures  therein  recommended  appear  rather  to  have 
been  designed  to  satisfy  Madajee  Scindia,  and  to  justify  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  government  in  not  having  taken  a  more  active 
and  a  more  hostile  part  against  the  said  ranna,  than  an  intercession 
on  his  behalf. 

That  though  no  consideration  of  good  faith,  or  observance  of 
treaties,  could  induce  the  said  Hastings  to  incur  the  hazard  of  any 
hostile  exertion  of  the  British  force  for  the  defence  or  the  relief  of 
the  allies  of  the  company,  yet  in  the  said  private  letter  he  directed 
that  in  case  his  mediation  should  be  accepted,  it  should  be  made 
a  specific  condition,  that  if  the  said  ranna  should  take  advantage  of 
Scindia's  absence  to  renew  his  hostilities,  we  ought,  in  that  case,  on 
requisition,  to  invade  the  dominions  of  the  ranna. 

That  no  beneficial  effects  could  have  been  procured  to  the 
said  ranna  by  an  offer  of  mediation  delayed  till  Scindia  no  longer 
wanted  "  our  assistance  to  crush  so  fallen  an  enemy  ,•"  at  the  same 
time  that  no  reason  was  given  to  Scindia  to  apprehend  the  danger 
of  drawing  upon  himself  the  resentment  of  the  British  govern- 
ment by  a  disregard  of  their  proposal,  and  the  destruction  of 
their  ally. 

That  it  was  a  gross  and  scandalous  mockery  in  the  said  Hastings 
to  defer  an  application  to  obtain  honourable  terms  for  the  ranna, 
and  safety  for  his  person  and  family,  till  he  had  been  deprived  of 
his  principal  fort,  in  defence  of  which  his  uncle  lost  his  life,  and  on 
the  capture  of  which  his  wife,  to  avoid  the  dishonour  consequent 
upon  falling  into  the  hands  of  her  enemies,  had  destroyed  herself  ly 
an  explosion  of  gunpowder. 

That,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  offer  of  mediation 
was  ever  actually  made,  or  any  influence  exerted,  either  for  the 
safety  of  the  ranna's  person  and  family,  or  in  mitigation  of  the 
rigorous  intentions  supposed  by  Lieutenant  Anderson*  to  •  29th  Feb. 
have  been  entertained  against  him  by  Madajee  Scindia  1784. 
after  his  surrender. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instructions  given  by  D^ted  Be- 
him  to  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  his  conduct  in  negotiat-  nares,  4th  of 
ing  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Mahrattas,  expressed  '^°''-  ^''^^• 
his  determination  to  desert  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  in  the  following 
words :  "  You  will  of  course  be  attentive  to  any  engagements 
subsisting  between  us  and  other  powers,  in  settling  the  terms  of 
peace   and  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas ;   I  except  from  this  the 
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ranna  of  Grohud." — "  Leave  him  to  settle  his  own  afife,irs  with  the 
Mahrattas." 

That  the  said  Anderson  appears  very  assiduously  to  have 
sought  for  grounds  to  justify  the  execution  of  this  part  of  his 
instructions,  to  which,  however,  he  was  at  all  events  obliged  to 
conform. 

That  even  after  his  application  for  that  purpose  to  the  Mah- 
rattas,  whose  testimony  was  much  to  be  suspected,  because  it  was 
their  interest  to  accuse,  and  their  determined  object  to  destroy, 
the  said  ranna,  ncr  satisfactory  proof  was  obtained  of  his  defection 
from  the  engagements  he  had  entered  into  with  the  company. 

That,  moreover,  if  all  the  charges,  which  have  been  pretended 
against  the  ranna,  and  have  been  alleged  by  the  said  Hastings  in 
justification  of  his  conduct,  had  been  weU  founded,  and  proved  to 
be  true,  the  subject-matter  of  those  accusations,  and  the  proofs  by 
which  they  were  to  be  supported,  were  known  to  Colonel  Muir 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  he  entered  into  with  Madajee 
Scindia ;  and,  therefore,  whatever  suspicions  may  have  been  enter- 
tained, or  whatever  degree  of  criminality  may  have  been  proved 
against  the  said  ranna,  previous  to  the  said  treaty,  from  the  time 
he  was  so  provided  for  and  included  in  the  said  treaty,  he  was  fully 
and  justly  entitled  to  the  security  stipulated  for  him  by  the  com- 
pany, and  had  a  right  to  demand  and  receive  the  protection  of  the 
British  government. 

That  these  considerations  were  urged  by  Mr,  Anderson  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  June,  1781, 
and  were  enforced  by  this  additional  argument,  "  that  in  point  of 
policy,  I  beUeve,  it  ought  not  to  be  our  wish  that  the  Mahrattas 
should  ever  recover  the  fortress  of  GuaUor ;  it  forms  an  important 
barrier  to  our  own  possessions.  In  the  hands  of  the  ranna  it  can 
be  of  no  prejudice  to  us ;  and  notwithstanding  the  present  prospect 
of  a  permanent  peace  betwixt  us  and  the  Mahrattas,  it  seems 
highly  expedient  that  there  should  always  remain  some  strong 
barrier  to  separate  us,  on  this  side  of  India,  from  that  warlike  and 
powerful  nation." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  highly  culpable  in  aban- 
doning the  said  ranna  to  the  fury  of  his  enemies,  thereby  forfeiting 
the  honour,  and  injuring  the  credit,  of  the  British  nation  in  India, 
notwithstanding  the  said  Hastings  was  fully  convinced,  and  had 
professed,  "that  the  most  sacred  observance  of  treaties,  justice, 
and  good  faith,  were  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  national 
interests  in  that  country." — And  though  the  said  Hastings  has 
complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  laws   of   this  kingdom  to 
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enforce  this  doctrine  "  by  the  punishment  of  persons  in  the  pos- 
session of  power,  who  may  be  impelled  by  the  provocations  of 
ambition,  avarice,  or  vengeance,  stronger  than  the  restrictions 
of  integrity  and  honour,  to  the  violation  of  this  just  and  wise 
maxim." 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  thus  departing  from  these  his  own 
principles,  with  a  full  and  just  sense  of  the  guilt  he  would  thereby 
incur,  and  in  sacrificing  the  alhes  of  this  country  "  to  the  pro- 
vocations of  ambition,  avarice,  or  vengeance,''''  in  violation  of  the 
national  faith  and  justice,  did  commit  a  gross  and  wilful  breach  of 
his  duty,  and  was  thereby  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor. 

XV.     REVENUES. 


That  the  property  of  the  lands  of  Bengal  is,  according  to  the  laws 
and  customs  of  that  country,  an  inheritable  property,  and  that  it 
is,  with  few  exceptions,  vested  in  certain  natives,  called  zemindars, 
or  landholders,  under  whom  other  natives,  called  talookdars  and 
ryots,  hold  certain  subordinate  rights  of  property,  or  occupancy, 
in  the  said  lands ; — that  the  said  natives  are  Hindoos,  and  that 
their  rights  and  privileges  are  grounded  upon  the  possession  of  regular 
grants,  a  long  series  of  family  succession,  and  fair  purchase : — that  it 
appears,  that  Bengal  has  been  under  the  dominion  of  the  Mogul, 
and  subject  to  a  Mohammedan  government,  for  above  two  hundred 
years:— that,  while  the  Mogul  government  was  in  its  vigour,  the 
property  of  zemindars  was  held  sacred ;  and  that  either  by  volun- 
tary grant  from  the  said  Mogul,  or  by  composition  with  him,  the 
native  Hindoos  were  left  in  the  free,  quiet,  and  undisturbed  possession 
of  their  lands,  on  the  single  condition  of  paying  a  fixed,  certain,  and 

unalterable  revenue,  or  quitrent,  to  the  Mogul  government ; that 

this  revenue,  or  quitrent,  was  called  the  aussil  jumma,  or  'original 
ground-rent,  of  the  provinces,  and  was  not  increased  from  the  time 
when  it  was  first  settled  in  1573  to  1740,  when  the  regular  and 
effective  Mogul  government  ended;  that,  from  that  time  to  1765, 
invasions,  usurpations,  and  various  revolutions  took  place  in  the 
government  of  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  which  the  country  was 
considerably  reduced  and  impoverished,  when  the  East  India  Com- 
pany received  from  the  present  Mogul  emperor,  Sh^  Alum,  a  grant 
of  the  dewanny,  or  collection  of  the  revenues  :— that  about  the 
year  1770  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  were  visited  with  a 
dreadful  famine  and  mortality,  by  which  at  least  one-third  of  the  in- 
habitants perished:— that  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  has  declared 
"that  he  had  always  heard  the  loss  of  inhabitants  reckoned  at  a 
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third,  and  in  many  places  near  one-half  of  the  whole ;  and  that 
he  knew  not  by  what  means  such  a  loss  could  be  recruited  in 
four  or  five  years,  and  believed  it  impossible."  That  nevertheless 
the  revenue  was  violently  kept  up  to  its  former  standard,  that  is,  in 
the  two  years  immediately  preceding  the  appointment  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  to  the  government  of  Fort^ William ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  remaining  two-thirds  of  the  inhahiiants  were 
oUiged  to  pay  for  the  lands  now  left  without  cultivation ;  and  that 
from  the  year  1770  to  the  year  1775  the  cotmtry  had  languished, 
and  the  evil  continued  enhancing  every  day : — that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  a  letter  to  the  secret  committee  of  the  court  of 
directors,  dated  1st  September,  1772,  declared,  "that  the  lands 
had  suffered  unheard-of  depopulation  by  the  famine  and  mortality 
of  1 769 ; — that  the  collections,  violently  kept  up  to  their  formsr 
standard,  had  added  to  the  distress  of  the  country,  and  threatened 
a  general  decay  of  the  revenue,  unless  immediate  remedies  were 
applied  to  prevent  it."  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  de- 
clared, "that  by  intrusting  the  collections  to  the  hereditary 
zemindars,  the  people  would  be  treated  with  more  tenderness, 
the  rents  more  improved,  and  cultivation  more  likely  to  be  en- 
couraged; that  they  have  a  perpetual  interest  in  the  country; 
that  their  inheritance  cannot  be  removed ;  that  they  are  the  pro- 
prietors ;  that  the  lands  are  their  estates,  and  their  inheritance ; 
that  from  a  long  continuance  of  the  lands  in  their  families,  it  is  to 
be  concluded  they  have  rivetted  an  authority  in  the  district, 
acquired  an  ascendancy  over  the  minds  of  the  ryots,  and  ingratiated 
their  affections.  That,  from  continuing  the  lands  under  the  manage- 
ment of  those  who  have  a  natural  and  perpetual  interest  in  their 
prosperity,  solid  advantages  might  be  expected  to  accrue :  that 
the  zemindar  would  be  less  liable  to  failure  or  deficiencies  than 
the  farmer,  from  the  perpetual  interest  which  the  former  hath  in 
the  country,  and  because  his  inheritance  cannot  be  removed; 
and  it  would  be  improbable,  that  he  should  risk  the  loss  of  it  by 
eloping  from  his  district,  which  is  too  frequently  practised  by  a 
farmer  when  he  is  hard-pressed  for  the  payment  of  his  balances, 
and  as  frequently  predetermined  when  he  receives  his  farm:" — 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  declarations  made  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  of  the  loss  of  one-third  of  the  inhabitants 
and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he  did,  immediately  after  his 
appointment  to  the  government,  in  the  year  1772,  make  an 
arbitrary  settlement  of  the  revenues  for  five  years,  at  a  higher  rate 
than  had  ever  been  received  before,  and  with  a  progressive  and 
accumulating  increase  on  each  of  the  four  last  years  of  the  said 
settlement. 
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That  notwithstanding  the  right   of  property  and   inheritance, 
repeatedly  acknowledged  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  be  in  the 
zemindars,  and  other  native  landholders ;  and  notwithstanding  he 
had  declared,  "  that  the  security  of  private  property  is  the  greatest 
encouragement  to  industry,  on  which  the  wealth  of  every  state 
depends ;"  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless,  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  those  acknowledged  rights  and  principles,  did  universally  let 
the  lands  of  Bengal  in  farm  for  five  years ;  thereby  destroying  all 
the  rights  of  private  property  of  the  zemindars ;  thereby  delivering 
the  management  of  their  estates  to  farmers,  and  transferring  by  a 
most  arbitrary  and  unjust  act  of  power  the  whole  landed  property 
of  Bengal  from  the  owners  to  strangers  : — that,  to  accomplish  this 
iniquitous  purpose,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  put  the  lands 
of  Bengal  up  to  a  pretended  public  auction,  and  invited  all  persons 
to  make  proposals  for  farming  the  same,  thereby  encouraging  strangers 
to  bid  against  the  proprietors ;  in  consequence  of  which  not  only 
the  said  proprietors  were  ousted  of  the  possession  and  management 
of  their  estates,  but  a  great  part  of  the  lands  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  banyans,  or  principal  black  servants  of  British  subjects,  con- 
nected with  and  protected  by  the  government :  and  that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  himself  has  since  declared,  that  by 
this  way  the  lands  too  generally  fell  into  the  hands  of  des-  cms^^ 
peraie  or  knavish  adventurers : — that,  before  the  measure  28th  Jan. 
hereinbefore  described  was  carried  into  execution,  the  ^^^^' 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  establish  certain  fundamental  regulations 
in  council,  to  be  observed  in  executing  the  same : — that  Revenue 
among  these  regulations  it  was  specially  and  strictly  Board,  I4th 
ordered,  that  no  farm  should  exceed  the  annual  amount  ^^^'  ^'^'^^^ 
of  one  lac  of  rupees ;  and  "  that  no   peshcar,   banyan,   or   other 
servant,  of  whatever  denomination  of  the  collector,  or  relation  or 
dependant  of  any  such  servant,  should  be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor 
directly  or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to  be 
security  for  any  farmer :"— that,  in  direct  violation  of  these  his  own 
regulations,  and  in  breach  of  the  public  trust  reposed  in  him,  and 
sufficiently  declared  by  the  manifest  duty  of  his  station,  if  it  had 
not  been  expressed  and  enforced  by  any  positive  institution,  he,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  did  permit  and  suffer  his  own  banyan  or 
principal  black  steward,   named  Canto  Baboo,  to  hold   farms   in 
difierent  pergunnas,  or  districts,  or  to  be  security  for  farms,  to  the 
amount  of  thirteen  lacs  of  rupees  [130,000^.  or  upwards]  per  annum ; 
and  that,  after  enjoying  the  whole  of  those  farms  for  two  years,  he 
was  permitted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  relinquish  two  of 
them : — that  on  the  subject  of  the  farms  held  by  Canto  Baboo,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  made  the  following  declaration :  "  many  of 
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Address  to  bis  farms  were  taken  without  my  knowledge,  and  almost 
the  Court  of  all  against  my  advice.  I  had  no  right  to  use  compulsion 
"sXitoTCh,  or  authority;  nor  could  I  with  justice  exclude  him, 
1775.  because  he  was  my  servant,  from  a  liberty  allowed  to  all 

other  persons  in  the  country. — The  farms  which  he  quitted,  he 
quitted  by  my  advice,  because  I  thought  that  he  might  engage 
himself  beyond  his  abilities,  and  be  involved  in  disputes,  which  I 
did  not  choose  to  have  come  before  me  as  judge  of  them." — That 
the  said  declaration  contains  sundry  false  and  contradictory  asser- 
tions:— that,  if  almost  all  the  said  farms  were  taken  against  his 
advice,  it  cannot  be  true  that  manif  of  them  were  taken  without 
his  knowledge : — ^that,  whether  Canto  Baboo  had  been  his  servant 
or  not,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  bound  by  his  own  regulations 
to  prevent  his  holding  any  farms  to  a  greater  amount  than  one  lac 
of  rupees  per  annum ;  and  that  the  said  Canto  Baboo,  being  the 
servant  of  the  governor-general,  was  excluded  by  the  said  regulations 
from  holding  any  farms  whatever : — that  if  (as  the  directors  observe) 
it  was  thought  dangerous  to  permit  the  banyan  of  a  coUector  to  be 
concerned  in  fanrts,  the  same  or  stronger  objections  would  always 
lie  against  the  governor's  banyan  being  so  concerned : — that  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  had  a  right,  and  was  bound  by  his  duty,  to 
prevent  his  servant  from  holding  the  same  : — that,  in  advising  the 
said  Canto  Baboo  to  relinquish  some  of  the  said  farms,  for  which 
he  was  actually  engaged,  he  has  acknowledged  an  influence  over  his 
servant,  and  has  used  that  influence  for  a  purpose  inconsistent 
with  his  duty  to  the  India  Company,  namely,  to  deprive  them  of  the 
security  of  the  said  Canto  Baboo's  engagement  for  farms,  which  on 
trial  he  had  found  not  beneficial,  or  not  likely  to  continue  beneficial, 
to  himself ;  and  that  if  it  was  improper,  that  he,  the  said  AV^arren 
Hastings,  should  be  the  judge  of  any  disputes,  in  which  his  servant 
might  be  involved  on  account  of  his  farms,  that  reason  ought  to 
have  obliged  him  to  prevent  his  servant  from  being  engaged  in  any 
farms  whatever,  or  to  have  advised  his  said  servant  to  relinquish 
the  remainder  of  his  farms,  as  well  as  those  which  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  affirms  he  quitted  by  his  advice : — that  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  charge,  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  India  Company 
have  come  to  the  following  resolutions  :  "  Resolved,  that  it  appears 
that  the  conduct  of  the  late  president  and  council  of  Fort-William 
in  Bengal,  in  suffering  Canto  Baboo,  the  present  governor-general's 
banyan,  to  hold  farms  in  different  pergunnas  to  a  large  amount,  or 
to  be  security  for  such  farms,  contrary  to  the  tenor  and  spirit  of 
the  17th  regulation  of  the  committee  of  revenue  at  Fort-William, 
of  the  14th  May,  1772,  and  afterwards  rehnquishing  that  security 
without  satisfaction  made  to  the  company,  was  highly  improper,  and 
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has  been  attended  with  considerable  loss  to  the  company :"  and  that 
in  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  been 
guilty  of  gross  collusion  with  his  servant,  and  manifest  breach  of 
trust  to  his  employers :— that,  whereas  it  was  acknowledged  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  that  the  country,  in  the  years  1770  and 
1771,  had  suffered  great  depopulation  and  decay;— and  that  the 
collections  of  those  years,  having  been  violently  kept  up  to  their 
former  standard,  had  added  to  the  distress  of  the  country,— the 
settlement  of  the  revenues  made  by  him  for  five  years,  commencing 
the  1st  of  May,  1772,  instead  of  offering  any  abatement  or  rehef  to 
the  inhabitants,  who  had  survived  the  famine,  held  out  to  the  East 
India  Company  a  promise  of  great  increase  of  revenue,  to  be  exacted 
from  the  country  by  the  means  hereinbefore  described  : — that  this 
settlement  was  not  realized,  but  fell  considerably  short,  even  in  the 
first  of  the  five  years,  when  the  demand  was  the  lightest ;  and  that 
on  the  whole  of  the  five  years,  the  real  collections  fell  short  of  the 
settlement  to  the  enormous  amount  of  two  millions  and  a  half 
sterling,  and  upwards : — that  such  a  settlement,  if  it  had  been  or 
could  have  been  rigorously  exacted  from  a  country  already  so  dis- 
tressed, and  from  a  population  so  impaired,  that  in  the  belief  of  the 
said  'Warren  Hastings  it  was  impossible  such  loss  could  be  recruited 
in  four  or  five  years,  would  have  been  in  fact,  what  it  appeared  to 
be  in  form,  an  act  of  the  most  cruel  and  tyrannical  oppression ;  but 
that  the  real  use  made  of  that  unjust  demand  upon  the  natives  of 
Bengal  was,  to  oblige  them  to  compound  privately  with  the  persons 
who  formed  the  settlement,  and  who  threatened  to  enforce  it : — that 
the  enormous  balances  and  remissions  on  that  settlement  arose  from 
a  general  collusion  between  the  farmers  and  collectors,  and  from  a 
general  peculation  and  embezzlement  of  the  revenues,  by  which  the 
East  India  Company  was  grossly  imposed  on,  in  the  first  instance, 
by  a  promised  increase  of  revenue ;  and  defrauded  in  the  second,  not 
only  by  the  failure  of  that  increase,  but  by  the  revenues  falling  short 
of  what  they  were  in  the  two  years  preceding  the  said  settlement 
to  a  great  amount. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  being  then 
at  the  head  of  the  government  of  Bengal,  was  a  party  to  all  the 
said  imposition,  fraud,  peculation,  and  embezzlement,  and  is  princi- 
pally and  specially  answerable  for  the  same ;  and  that  whereas 
sundry  proofs  of  the  said  peculation  and  embezzlement  were  brought 
before  the  court  of  directors,  the  said  directors  (in  a  letter  dated 
4th  of  March,  1778,  and  signed  by  ^Villiam  Devaynesand  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Esquires,  now  chairman  and  deputy-chairman  of  the  said 
court,  and  members  of  this  House)  did  declare,  that,  "  although  it 
was  rather  their  wish  to  prevent  future  evils,  than  to  enter  into  a 
severe  retrospection  of  past  abuses,  yet,  as  in  some  of  the  cases  then 
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before  them  they  conceived  there  had  been  flagramt  corruption,  and 
in  others  great  oppressions  committed  on  the  native  inhabitants, 
they  thought  it  unjust  to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  pass  wholly 
unpunished ;  and  therefore  they  directed  the  governor-general  and 
council  forthwith  to  commence  a  prosecution  against  the  persons 
who  composed  the  committee  of  circuit,  and  their  representatives, 
and  against  all  other  proper  parties ;" — but  that  the  prosecutions, 
so  ordered  by  the  court  of  directors  in  the  year  1778,  have  never 
been  brought  to  trial ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on 
the  23rd  of  December,  1783,  propose  and  carry  in  council,  that 
orders  should  he  given  for  withdrawing  the  said  prosecutions ;  de- 
claring that  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  there  was  no  ground  to 
maintain  them,  and  that  they  would  only  he  productive  of  expense  to 
the  company,  and  unmerited  vexation  to  the  parties. 

REVENUES. 

PAET    II. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has,  on  sundry  occasions,  declared 
his  dehberate  opinion  generally  against  all  innovations, 
1772.  '  and  particularly  in  the  collection  and  management  of  the 
24th  Oct.  revenues  of  Bengal ;  that  "  he  was  well  aware  of  the  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience  which  ever  attends  innovations  of 
22nd  Apri],  (I'll  Mnds  on  their  first  institution. — That  innovations  are 
1775.  always  attended  vsdth  difficulties  and  inconveniences,  and 

innovations  in  the  revenue  v?ith  a  suspension  of  the  collections : — 
that  the  continual  variations  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue, 
and  the  continual  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  have  fixed 
in  the  minds  of  the  ryots  a  rooted  distrust  of  the  ordinances  of 
,  „  ,  government :" — that  the  court  of  directors  have  re- 
1777.  '  peatedly  declared  their  apprehensions  "that  a  sudden 
?~y"'y'  transition  from  one  mode  to  another,  in  the  investigation 
and  collection  of  their  revenue,  might  have  alarmed  the 
inhabitants,  lessened  their  confidence  in  the  company''s  proceedings, 
and  been  attended  with  other  evils;" — that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  immediately  after  his  appointment  to  the  government  of 
Fort- William,  in  April,  1 772,  did  abolish  the  office  of  naih  duan, 
or  native  collector  of  the  revenues  then  existing : — that  he  did  at 
the  same  time  appoint  a  committee  of  the  board  to  go  on  a  circuit 
through  the  provinces,  and  to  form  a  settlement  of  the  revenues 
for  five  years : — that  he  did  then  appoint  sundry  of  the  company's 
servants  to  have  the  management  of  the  collections,  viz.  one  in 
each  district,  under  the  title  of  collector : — ^that  he  did  then  abolish 
the  general  board  of  revenue  or  council  at  Muxadavad  for  the 
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following  reasons :  "  that  while  the  controlling  and  exeeu-  3rd  Nov. 
live  part  of  the  revenue,  and  the  correspondence  with  1772. 
the  collectors,  was  carried  on  by  a  council  at  Muxadavad,  the 
members  of  the  administration  at  Calcutta  had  no  opportunity  of 
acquiring  that  thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge  which  could 
only  result  from  practical  experience :  that  the  orders  of  the  court 
of  directors,  which  established  a  new  system,  which  enjoined  many 
new  regulations  and  inquiries,  could  not  properly  be  delegated  to  a 
subordinate  council ;  and  it  became  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
business  of  the  revenue  should  be  conducted  imder  the  immediate 
observation  and  direction  of  the  hoard:'''' — that,  in  November,  1773, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  abolished  the  office  of  collector,  and 
transferred  the  collection  and  management  of  the  revenues  to 
several  councils  of  revenue,  commonly  called  provincial  councils : — ■ 
that,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1774,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
earnestly  offered  his  advice  (to  the  governor-general  and  council  then 
newly  appointed  by  act  of  parliament)  for  the  continuation  of  the 
said  si/stem  of  provincial  councils  in  all  its  parts : — that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1775,  transmit  to  the 
directors  a  formal  plan  for  the  future  settlement  of  the  revenues, 
and  did  therein  declare,  that  "with  respect  to  the  mode  of 
managing  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  administration  of 
justice,  none  occurred  to  him  so  good  as  the  system  which  was 
already  established  of  provincial  councils  :"— that,  on  the  18th  of 
January,  1776,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  transmit  to  the 
court  of  directors  a  plan  for  the  better  administration  of  justice  : 
that  in  this  plan  the  establishment  of  the  said  provincial  councils 
was  specially  provided  for  and  confirmed ;  and  that  Warren 
Hastings  did  recommend  it  to  the  directors  to  oiiain  the  sanction  of 
parliament  for  a  confirmation  of  the  said  plan :  that  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1776,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  transmit  to  the  court 
of  directors  the  draught  or  scheme  of  an  act  of  parliament  for  the 
better  administration  of  justice  in  the  provinces,  in  which  the  said 
establishment  of  provincial  councils  is  again  specially  included,  and 
special  jurisdiction  assigned  to  the  said  councils.  That  the  court 
of  directors,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  of  February,  1777,  did  give  the 
following  instruction  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  a  majority 
of  whom,  viz.  Sir  John  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis, 
had  disapproved  of  the  plan  of  provincial  councils  : — "  If  you  are 
fully  convinced  that  the  estabhshment  of  provincial  councils  has 
not  answered,  nor  is  not  capable  of  answering,  the  purposes  in- 
tended by  such  institutions,  we  hereby  direct  you  to  form  a  new 
plan  for  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to 
us /or  our  consideration."''— ThsA,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  con- 
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tradiction  to  his  own  sentiments  repeatedly  declared,  and  to  Ms  own 
advice  repeatedly  and  deliberately  given,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
orders  of  the  directors,  to  whom  he  transmitted  no  previous  com- 
munication whatever  of  his  intention  to  abolish  the  said  provincial 
councils,  did,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1781,  again  change  the 
whole  system  of  the  collections  of  the  public  revenue  of  Bengal,  as 
also  the  administration  of  civil  and  criminal  justice  throughout  the 
provinces. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  dated  5th 
of  May,  1781,  advising  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  changes, 
has  falsely  affinned  "  that  the  plan  of  superintending  and  collecting 
the  public  revenue  of  the  provinces  through  the  agency  of  provincial 
councils,  had  been  instituted  for  the  temporary  and  declared  pur- 
pose of  introducing  another  more  permanent  mode  hy  an  easy 
and  gradual  change  .•"  —  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  from  the  year  1773  to  the  year  1781,  has  constantly  and 
uniformly  insisted  on  the  wisdom  of  that  institution,  and  on  the 
necessity  of  never  departing  from  it : — that  he  has  in  that  time 
repeatedly  advised  that  the  said  institution  should  be  confirmed 
in  perpetuity  by  an  act  of  parliament : — that  the  said  total  dissolu- 
tion of  the  provincial  councils  was  not  introduced  by  any  easy  and 
gradual  change,  nor  by  any  gradations  whatever ;  but  was  sudden 
and  unprepared,  and  instantly  accomplished  by  a  single  act  of 
power :  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  place  of  the 
said  councils,  has  substituted  a  committee  of  revenue,  consisting  of 
four  covenanted  servants,  on  principles  opposite  to  those  which  he 
had  himself  professed ;  and  with  exclusive  powers,  tending  to 
deprive  the  members  of  the  supreme  council  of  a  due  knowledge  of 
and  inspection  into  the  management  of  the  territorial  revenues, 
specially  and  unalienably  vested  by  the  legislature  in  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  and  to  vest  the  same  solely  and  entirely  in  the 
said  Warren  Hastings. — That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  for  constituting  the  said  committee  of  revenue 
are  incompatible  with  those  which  he  professed  when  he  abolished 
the  subordinate  council  of  revenue  at  Muxadavad : — that  he  has 
invested  the  said  committee  in  the  fullest  manner  with  all  the  powers 
and  authority  of  ilm  governor-general  and  council: — that  he  has 
thereby  contracted  the  whole  power  and  office  of  the  provincial 
councils  into  a  small  compass,  and  vested  the  same  in  four  persons 
appointed  by  himself: — that  he  has  thereby  taken  the  general 
transaction  and  cognizance  of  revenue  business  out  of  the  supreme 
council : — that  the  said  committee  are  empowered  to  conduct  the 
current  business  of  the  revenue  department  without  reference  to  the 
supreme  council,  and  only  report  to  tfoe  hoard  siich  extraordinary 
occurrences,  claims,  and  proposals,  as  may  require  the  special  orders 
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of  the  hoard  :—ihB,t  even  the  instruction  to  report  to  the  board  in 
extraordinary  eases  is  nugatory  and  fallacious,  being  accompanied 
with  limitations,  which  make  it  impossible  for  the  said  board  to 
decide  on  any  questions  whatsoever ;  since  it  is  expressly  provided 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  if  the  members  of  the  committee 
differ  in  opinion,  it  is  not  expected  that  every  dissentient  opinion  should 
he  recorded;  consequently  the  supreme  council,  on  any  reference  to 
their  board,  can  see  nothing  but  the  resolutions  or  reasons  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  without  the  arguments  on  which  the 
dissentient  opinions  might  be  founded ;  and  since  it  is  also  expressly 
provided  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  that  the  determination  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  should  not  therefore  he  stayed,  unless  it  should 
be  so  agreed  by  the  majority ;  that  is,  that  notwithstanding  the 
reference  to  the  supreme  council,  the  measure  shall  be  executed 
without  waiting  for  their  decision.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
has  delivered  his  opinion,  with  many  arguments  to  support  the 
same,  in  favour  of  long  leases  of  the  lands,  in  preference  to  annual 
settlements;  that  he  has  particularly  declared,  "that  the  farmer 
who  holds  his  farm  for  one  year  only,  having  no  interest  in  the 
next,  takes  what  he  can  with  the  hand  of  rigour,  which,  even  in  the 
execution  of  legal  claims,  is  often  equivalent  to  violence.  He  is 
under  the  necessity  of  being  rigid,  and  even  cruel ;  for  what  is  left 
in  arrear  after  the  expiration  of  his  power  is  at  best  a  doubtful 
debt,  if  ever  recoverable.  He  will  be  tempted  to  exceed  the  bounds 
of  right,  and  to  augment  his  income  by  irregular  exactions,  and 
by  racking  the  tenants,  for  which  pretences  will  not  be  wanting, 
where  the  farms  pass  annually  from  one  hand  to  another.  That 
the  discouragements  which  the  tenants  feel  from  being  transferred 
every  year  to  new  landlords  are  a  great  objection  to  such  short 
leases ;  that  they  contribute  to  injure  the  cultivation  and  dispeople 
the  lands.  That,  on  the  contrary,  from  long  farms  the  farmer 
acquires  a  permanent  interest  in  his  lands :  he  will,  for  his  own 
sake,  lay  out  money  in  assisting  his  tenants  in  improving  lands 
already  cultivated,  and  in  clearing  and  cultivating  waste  lands." 
That  nevertheless  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  left  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  committee  of  revenue,  appointed  by  him  in  1781, 
to  fix  the  time  for  which  the  ensuing  settlement  should  be  made  ; 
and  the  said  committee  having  declared,  that  with  respect  to  the 
period  of  the  leases  in  general,  it  appeared  to  tlie  committee,  that  to 
limit  them  to  one  year  would  he  the  best  period,  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  approved  of  that  limitation,  in  manifest  contradiction  to 
all  his  own  arguments,  professions,  and  declarations  concerning  the 
fatal  consequences  of  annual  leases  of  the  lands : — that  in  so  doing 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  hold  himself  bound  or  restrained 
by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  acted  upon  his  own  dis- 
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cretion;  and  that  he  has,  for  partial  and  interested  purposes, 
exercised  that  discretion  in  particular  instances  against  his  own 
general  settlement  for  one  year,  by  granting  perpetual  leases  of 
farms  and  zemindaries  to  persons  specially  favoured  by  him ;  and 
particularly  by  granting  a  perpetual  lease  of  the  zemindary  of 
Baharbund  to  his  servant  Canto  Baboo  on  very  low  terms : — that 
in  all  the  preceding  transactions  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  act 
contrary  to  his  duty  as  governor  of  Fort- William,  contrary  to  the 
orders  of  his  employers,  and  contrary  to  his  own  declared  sense  of 
expediency,  consistency,  and  justice ;  and  thereby  did  harass  and 
afflict  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  with  perpetual  changes  in  the 
system  and  execution  of  the  government  placed  over  them,  and 
with  continual  innovations  and  exactions  against  the  rights  of  the 
said  inhabitants ;  thereby  destroying  all  security  to  private  pro- 
perty, and  all  confidence  in  the  good  faith,  principles,  and  justice 
of  the  British  government ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
having  substituted  his  own  instruments  to  be  the  managers  and 
collectors  of  the  public  revenue,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned, did  act  in  manifest  breach  and  defiance  of  an  act  of  the 
13th  of  his  present  majesty,  by  which  the  ordering  and  management 
and  government  of  all  the  territorial  revenues  in  the  kingdoms  of 
Bengal^  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  were  vested  in  the  governor-general  and 
council,  without  any  power  of  delegating  the  said  trust  and  duty  to 
any  other  persons ;  and  that  by  such  unlawful  delegation  of  the 
powers  of  the  council  to  a  subordinate  board  appointed  by  himself, 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  in  effect  unite  and  vest  in  his 
own  person  the  ordering,  government,  and  management  of  aU  the 
said  territorial  revenues  : — and  that  for  the  said  illegal  act  he,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  is  solely  answerable,  the  same  having  been 
proposed  and  resolved  in  council  when  the  governor-general  and 
council  consisted  but  of  two  persons  present ;  namely,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  and  the  late  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire;  and 
when  consequently  the  governor-general,  by  virtue  of  the  easting 
voice,  possessed  the  whole  power  of  the  government. — That  in  all 
the  changes  and  innovations  hereinbefore  described,  the  pretence 
used  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  recommend  and  justify  the 
same  to  the  court  of  directors  has  been,  that  such  changes  and 
innovations  would  be  attended  with  increase  of  revenue  or  diminu- 
tion of  expense  to  the  East  India  Company  : — that  such  pretence, 
if  true,  would  not  have  been  a  justification  of  such  acts  ;  but  that 
such  pretence  is  false  and  groundless. — That  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  said  AVarren  Hastings  the  territorial  revenues  have 
declined ;  that  the  charges  of  collecting  the  same  have  greatly 
increased ;  and  that  the  said  ^\'arTen  Hastings,  by  his  neglect, 
mismanagement,  and  by  a  direct  and  intended  wa.ste  of  the  com- 
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pany's  property,  is  chargeable  with  and  answerable  for  all  the  said 
decline  of  revenue,  and  all  the  said  increase  of  expense. 

XVI.    MISDEMEANORS  IN  OUDE. 

I. 

That  the  province  of  Oude  and  its  dependencies  were  before 
their  connexion  with  and  subordination  to  the  company,  in  a 
flourishing  condition  with  regard  to  culture,  commerce,  and  popula- 
tion, and  their  rulers  and  principal  nobility  maintained  themselves 
in  a  state  of  affluence  and  splendour ;  but  very  shortly  after  the 
period  aforesaid,  the  prosperity  both  of  the  country  and  its  chiefs 
began  sensibly  and  rapidly  to  decline ;  insomuch  that  the  revenue 
of  the  said  province,  which  on  the  lowest  estimation  had  been  found, 
in  the  commencement  of  the  British  influence,  at  upwards  of  three 
millions  sterling  annually  (and  that  ample  revenue  raised  without 
detriment  to  the  country),  did  not,  in  the  year  1779,  exceed  the  sum 
of  1,500,000?.,  and  in  the  subsequent  years  did  fall  much  short  of 
that  sum,  although  the  rents  were  generally  advanced,  and  the 
country  grievously  oppressed  in  order  to  raise  it. 

II. 

That  in  the  aforesaid  year,  1779,  the  demands  of  the  East  India 
Company  on  the  nabob  of  Oude  are  stated  by  Mr.  Purling,  their 
resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  to  amount  to  the  sum  of  1,360,000?. 
sterling  and  upwards,  leaving  (upon  the  supposition  that  the  whole 
revenue  should  amount  to  the  sum  of  1,500,000?.  sterling,  to  which 
it  did  not  amount)  no  more  than  140,000?.  sterling  for  the  support 
of  the  dignity  of  the  household  and  family  of  the  nabob,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  government,  as  well  as  for  the  payment  of 
the  public  debts  due  within  the  province. 

III. 

That  by  the  treaty  of  Fyzabad  a  regular  brigade  of  the  company's 
troops,  to  be  stationed  in  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  was 
kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the  said  nabob ;  in  addition  to  which  a 
temporary  brigade  of  the  same  troops  was  added  to  his  establish- 
ment, together  with  several  detached  corps  in  the  company's 
service,  and  a  great  part  of  his  own  native  troops  were  put  under 
the  command  of  British  officers. 

IV. 

That  the  expense  of  the  company's  temporary  brigade  increased 
in  the  same  year  (the  year  1779)  upwards  of  80,000?.  sterUng  above 
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the  estimate ;  and  the  expense  of  the  country  troops  under  British 
officers,  in  the  same  period,  increased  upwards  of  40,000^.  sterhng ; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  aforesaid  ruinous  expenses,  a  large  civil 
establishment  was  gradually,  secretly,  and  without  any  authority 
from  the  court  of  directors,  or  record  in  the  books  of  the  council- 
general  concerning  the  same,  formed  for  the  resident,  and  another 
under  Mr.  Wombwell,  an  agent  for  the  company ;  as  also  several 
pensions  and  allowances,  in  the  same  secret  and  clandestine  manner, 
were  charged  on  the  revenues  of  the  said  nabob  for  the  benefit  of 
British  subjecte,  besides  large  occasional  gifts  to  persons  in  the 
company''s  service. 

V. 

That  in  the  month  of  November,  1779,  the  said  nabob  did  repre- 
sent to  Mr.  Purling,  the  company''s  resident  aforesaid,  the  distressed 
state  of  his  revenues  in  the  following  terms :  "  during  three  years 
past,  the  expense  occasioned  by  the  troops  in  brigade,  and  others 
commanded  by  European  officers,  has  much  distressed  the  support 
of  my  household,  insomuch  that  the  allowances  made  to  the  seragUo 
and  children  of  the  deceased  nabob  have  been  reduced  to  one-fourth 
of  what  it  had  been,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted  in  a  very  dis- 
tressed manner  for  two  years  past.  The  attendants,  writers,  and 
servants,  &c.  of  my  court-,  have  received  no  pay  for  two  years  past; 
and  there  is  at  present  no  part  of  the  country  that  can  be  allotted 
to  the  payment  of  my  father's  private  creditors,  whose  applications 
are  daily  pressing  upon  me.  All  these  difficulties  I  have  for  these 
three  years  past  struggled  through,  and  found  this  consolation 
therein,  that  it  was  complying  with  the  pleasure  of  the  honourable 
company,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  supreme  council  would  make 
inquiry  from  impartial  persons  into  my  distressed  situation  ;  but  I 
am  now  forced  to  a  representation.  From  the  great  increase  of 
esBpense  the  revenues  were  necessarily  farmed  out  at  a  high,  rate ;  and 
deficiencies  followed  yearly.  The  country  and  cultivation  is  aban- 
doned, and  this  year  in  particular,  from  the  excessive  drought, 
deductions  of  many  lacs  [stated  by  the  resident,  in  his  letter  to 
the  board  of  the  13th  of  the  month  following,  to  amount  to  25  lacs 
or  250,000^.  sterling]  have  been  allowed  the  farmers,  who  were  still 
left  unsatisfied.  I  have  received  but  just  sufficient  to  support  my 
absolute  necessities,  the  revenues  being  deficient  to  the  amount  of 
15  lacs  [150,000^.  sterling],  and  for  this  reason  many  of  the  old 
chieftains,  with  their  troops,  and  the  useful  attendants  of  the  court, 
were  forced  to  leave  it,  and  there  is  now  only  a  few  foot  and  horse 
for  the  collection  of  my  revenues ;  and  should  the  zemindars  be 
refractory,  there  is  not  left  a  sufficient  number  to  reduce  them  to 
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obedience."  And  the  said  nabob  did  therefore  pray,  that  the 
assignments  for  the  new  brigade,  the  corps  of  horse,  and  the  other 
detached  bodies  of  the  compan/s  troops,  might  not  be  required 
from  him:  aUeging,  "that  the  former  was  not  only  qmte  useless  to 
his  government,  but  moreover  the  cause  of  much  loss  both  m  the 
revenues  and  customs ;  and  that  the  detached  bodies  of  troops 
under  their  European  ofBcers  brought  nothing  but  confusion  into 
the  affairs  of  his  government,  and  were  entirely  their  own  masters.' 

VI. 

That  it  appears  that  the  said  nabob  was  not  bound  by  any 
treaty  to  the  maintenance,  without  his  consent,  even  of  the  old 
brigade;  the  court  of  directors  having,  in  their  letter  of  the  15th 
December,  1775,  approved  of  keeping  the  same  in  his  service,  ''pro- 
vided it  was  done  with  the  free  consent  of  the  souiah,  and  hj  no  means 
without  it:'  And  the  neio  brigade,  and  temporary  corps,  were  raised 
on  the  express  condition,  that  the  expense  thereof  should  be  charged 
on  the  nabob  only  "/or  so  long  a  time  as  he  should  require  the  corps 
for  his  serviced  And  the  court  of  directors  express  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council  their  sense  of  the  said  agreement  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  :  "  but  if  you  intend  to  exert  your  influence  first  to  induce 
the  vizier  to  acquiesce  in  your  proposal,  and  afterwards  to  compel 
him  to  keep  the  troops  in  his  pay  during  your  pleasure,  your  intents  are 
unjust ;  and  a  correspondent  conduct  would  reflect  great  dishonour  on 
the  company:'' 

VII. 

That  in  answer  to  the  decent  and  humble  representation  afore- 
said of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  the  allegations  of  which,  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  distressed  state  of  the  nabob''s  finances,  and  his  total 
inability  to  discharge  the  demands  made  on  him,  were  confirmed 
by  the  testimony  of  the  English  resident  at  Oude,  and  which  the 
said  Hastings  did  not  deny  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part  thereof,  he, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  pretence  of  certain  political 
dangers,  declare  the  relief  desired  to  be  "  without  hesitation  totally 
inadmissible  ;"  and  did  falsely  and  maliciously  insinuate  "  that  the 
tone  in  which  the  demands  of  the  nabob  were  asserted,  and  the 
season  in  which  they  were  made,  did  give  cause  for  the  most  alarming 
suspicions:''  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  a  letter  to  the 
nabob  aforesaid,  written  in  haughty  and  insolent  language,  and 
without  taking  any  notice  of  the  distresses  of  the  said  nabob,  alleged 
and  verified  as  before  recited,  "  require  and  insist  upon  your  [the 
nabob's]  granting  tuncaws  [assignments]  for  the  full  amount  of 
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their  [the  company's]  demands  upon  you  for  the  current  year,  and 
on  your  reserving  funds  sufficient  to  answer  them,  even  should  the 
deficiencies  of  your  revenues  compel  you  to  leave  your  own  troops 
unprovided  for,  or  to  disband  a  part  of  them  to  enable  you  to  effect  it.'"'' 

VIII, 

That  in  a  letter  written  at  the  same  time  to  the  resident  Purling, 
and  intended  for  his  directions  in  enforcing  on  the  nabob  the  unjust 
demands  aforesaid,  the  said  Wa.rren  Hastings  hath  asserted,  in 
direct  contradiction  to  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  said 
nabob  and  the  company,  "  that  he  [the  nabob]  stands  engaged  to 
our  government  to  maintain  the  English  armies  which,  at  his  own 
request,  have  been  formed  for  the  protection  of  his  dominions ;  and 
that  it  is  our  part,  and  not  his,  to  judge  and  deterraine  in  what 
manner  and  at  what  time  these  shall  be  reduced  and  withd/ravmT 
And  in  a  minute  of  consultation,  when  the  aforesaid  measure  was 
proposed  by  the  said  Hastings  to  the  supreme  council,  he  did 
affirm  and  maintain  that  the  troops  aforesaid  "  had  now  no  separate 
or  distinct  existence  from  ours,  and  may  be  properly  said  to  consist 
of  our  whole  military  establishment,  with  the  exception  only  of  our 
European  infantry  ;  and  that  they  could  not  be  withdrawn  without 
imposing  on  the  company  the  additional  burden  of  them,  or  dis- 
banding nine  battalions  of  disciplined  sepoys,  and  three  regiments 
of  horse." 

IX. 

That  in  the  minute  of  consultation  aforesaid  he  [the  said  Warren 
Hastings]  hath  further,  in  justification  of  the  violent  and  arbitrary 
proceedings  aforesaid,  asserted  "  that  the  arrangement  of  measures 
between  the  British  government  and  their  allies,  the  native  powers 
of  India,  must,  in  case  of  disagreement  about  the  necessity  thereof, 
be  decided  by  the  strongest  r  and  hath  thereby  advanced  a  dangerous 
and  most  indecently-expressed  position,  subversive  of  the  rights  of 
allies,  and  tending  to  breed  war  and  confusion,  instead  of  cordiality 
and  co-operation  amongst  them,  and  to  destroy  all  confidence  of  the 
princes  of  India  in  the  faith  and  justice  of  the  English  nation ; 
and  the  said  Hastings  having  further,  in  the  minute  aforesaid, 
presumed  to  threaten  to  "  bring  to  punishment,  if  my  influence  [his 
the  said  Hastings's  influence]  can  produce  that  efiect,  tfcose  inceftv- 
diaries  who  have  endeavoured  to  make  themselves  the  instruments 
of  division  between  us,"  hath,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  obstructed  the 
performance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  duties  of  a  prince, 
engaged   in  an  unequal  alliance  with  a  presiding  state— that  of 
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representing  the  grievances  of  his  subjects  to  that  more  powerful 
state,  by  whose  acts  they  suffer ;  leaving  thereby  the  governing 
power  in  total  ignorance  of  the  effects  of  its  own  measures,  and  to 
the  oppressed  people  no  other  choice  than  the  alternative  of  an 
unqualified  submission,  or  a  resistance  productive  of  consequences 
more  fatal. 

X. 
That  all  relief  being  denied  to  the  nabob,  in  the  manner,  and  on 
the  grounds  aforesaid,  the  demands  of  the  company  on  the  said 
nabob  in  the  year  following,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  year  1780,  did 
amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of  1,400,000?.  sterling,  and  the  distress 
of  the  province  did  rapidly  increase. 

XL 

That  the  nabob,  on  the  24th  of  February  of  the  same  year,  did 
again  write  to  the  governor-general,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  a 
letter,  in  which  he  expressed  his  constant  friendship  to  the  company, 
and  his  submission  and  obedience  to  their  orders ;  and  asserting 
that  he  had  not  troubled  them  with  any  of  his  difficulties,  trusting 
they  would  learn  them  from  other  quarters,  and  that  he  should  be 
relieved  by  their  friendship :  "  but"  (he  says)  "  when  the  hnife  had 
penetrated  to  the  hone,  and  I  was  surrounded  with  such  heavy  dis- 
tresses that  I  could  no  longer  live  in  expectations,  I  then  wrote  an 
account  of  my  difficulties.  The  answer  I  have  received  to  it  is  such 
that  it  has  given  me  inexpressible  grief  and  affliction.  I  never  had 
the  least  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the  council  that  you 
would  have  given  your  orders  in  so  afflicting  a  manner,  in  which  you 
never  before  wrote,  and  I  could  never  have  imagined.  I  have  delivered 
up  all  my  private  papers  to  him  [the  resident]  that  after  examining 
my  receipts  and  expenses,  he  may  take  whatever  remains.  That  as 
I  know  it  to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you  [the  company  and  council] 
I  have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  instance  ;  but  requested  of  him 
that  it  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  distress  me  in  my  necessary 
expenses.  There  being  no  other  funds  but  those  for  the  expenses 
of  my  mutseddies  [clerks  and  accountants],  household  expenses,  and 
servants,  &c.,  he  demanded  these  in  such  a  manner  that  being 
remediless  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  he  required.  He 
has  accordingly  stopped  the  pensions  of  my  old  servants  for  thirty 
years,  whether  sepoys  [soldiers'^,  mutseddies  [secretaries  and  ac- 
countants^, or  household  servants,  and  the  expenses  of  my  family  and 
kitchen,  together  with  the  jaghires  of  my  grandmother,  mother,  and 
aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and  dependants,  which  were  for  their 
support." 
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XII. 

That  in  answer  to  the  letter  aforesaid,  the  resident  received  from 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  council  an  order  to  persevere  in  the 
demand  to  its  fullest  extent,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  amount  of 
1,400,000^.  sterling. 

XIII. 

That  on  the  15th  of  May  the  nabob  replied,  complaining  in  a 
humble  and  suppliant  manner  of  his  distressed  situation,  that  he 
had  at  first  opposed  the  assigning  to  the  use  of  the  company  the 
estates  of  his  mother,  of  his  grandmother,  of  one  of  his  uncles,  and 
of  the  sons  of  another  ;  but  that,  in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  council,  it  had  been  done  to  the  amount,  on 
the  whole,  of  80,000^.  sterling  a  year,  or  thereabouts  ;  that  what- 
ever effects  were  in  the  country,  with  even  his  table,  his  animals, 
and  the  salaries  of  his  servants,  were  granted  in  assignments ;  that 
besides  these,  if  they  were  resolved  again  to  compel  him  to  give  up 
the  estates  of  his  parents  and  relations,  which  were  granted  them 
for  their  maintenance,  they  were  at  the  company's  disposal ; 
saying,  "  if  the  council  have  directed  you  to  attach  them,  do  it ;  in 
the  country  no  further  sources  remain.  I  have  no  means ;  for  I 
have  not  a  subsistence. — How  long  shall  I  dwell  upon  my  mis- 
fortunes !" 

XIV. 

That  the  truth  of  the  said  remoiLstrances  was  not  disputed,  nor 
the  tone  in  which  they  were  written  complained  of,  the  same  being 
submissive,  and  even  abject,  though  the  cause  (his  distresses)  was 
by  the  said  Hastings,  in  a  great  degree,  and  in  terms  the  most 
offensive,  attributed  to  the  nabob  himself ;  but  no  relief  was  given, 
and  the  same  unwarrantable  establishments,  maintained  at  the  same 
ruinous  expense,  were  kept  up. 

XV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  considered  as  incendiaries 
those  who  advised  the  remonstrances  aforesaid ;  and,  to  prevent 
the  same  in  future,  having  denounced  vengeance  on  those  con- 
cerned therein,  did,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  in  his  own  power  all 
representations  of  the  state  of  the  court  and  country  aforesaid,  and 
to  subject  both  the  one  and  the  other  to  his  own  arbitrary  will,  and 
to  draw  to  himself  and  to  his  creatures  the  management  of  the 
nabob's  revenues,  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors, 
a  second  time  recall  Mr.  Bristow,  the   company's   resident,  from 
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the  court  of  Oude ;  having  once  before  recalled  him,  as  the  said 
directors  express  themselves,  "without  the  shadow  of  a  charge 
being  exhibited  against  him;"  and  havbg  on  the  occasion  and 
time  now  stated,  produced  no  specific  charge  against  the  sa>d 
resident  ;-and  he  the  said  Hastings  did  appoint  Nathamel  Middle- 
ton,  Esquire,  to  succeed  him,  it  being  his  declared  principle,  tnat 
he  must  have  a  person  of  Us  own  confidence  in  that  situation. 

XVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had  refused  all  relief 
to  the  distresses  of  the  nabob  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and  had 
described  those,  who  advised  the  representation  of  the  grievances  of 
Oude,  as  incendiaries,  did  himself  in  a  minute  of  the  21st  Ma,y, 
1781,  describe  that  province  "as  fallen  into  a  state  of  great  dis- 
order and  confusion,  and  its  resources  in  an  extraordinary  degree 
diminished ;"  and  did  state,  that  his  presence  in  the  said  province 
was  requested  by  the  nabob  ;  and  that  unless  some  effectual  measures 
were  taken  for  his  relief,  he  [the  nabob]  must  be  under  the 
necessity  of  leaving  his  country,  and  coming  down  to  Calcutta,  to 
represent  the  situation  of  his  government.  And  Mr.  Wheler  did 
declare,  that  the  governor-general's  representation  of  the  state  of 
that  province  "was  but  too  well  founded;  and  was  convinced, 
that  it  would  require  his  utmost  abilities  and  powers,  applied  and 
exercised  on  the  spot,  to  restore  it  to  its  former  good  order  and 
afiluence." 

XVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  the  minute 
aforesaid,  did  grant  to  himself,  and  did  procure  the  consent  of  his 
only  colleague,  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  to  a  commission  or  dele- 
gation, with  powers  "  to  assist  the  nabob  vizier  in  forming  such 
regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
his  government,  the  improvement  of  his  revenue,  and  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  mutual  concerns  subsisting  between  him  and  the 
company." — And  in  the  said  commission  or  delegation  he,  the  said 
AVarren  Hastings,  did  cause  to  be  inserted  certain  powers  and  pro- 
visions of  a  new  and  dangerous  nature ;  (that  is  to  say)  reciting 
the  business  before  mentioned,  he  did  convey  to  himself  "  such ' 
authority  to  enforce  the  same,  as  the  governor-general  and  council 
might  or  could  exercise  on  occasions,  in  which  they  could  be  warranted 
to  exercise  the  same ;  and  to  form  and  conclude  such  several  engage- 
ments or  treaties  with  the  nabob  vizier,  the  government  of  Barar, 
and  with  any  chiefs  or  powers  of  Hindostan,  as  he  should  judge 
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expedient  and  necessary."  Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  act  or 
instrument  aforesaid  are  the  words  following ;  viz.  "  it  is  hereby 
declared,  that  all  such  acts,  and  all  such  engagements  or  treaties 
aforesaid,  shall  be  binding  on  the  governor-general  and  council 
in  the  same  manner,  and  as  effectually,  as  if  they  had  been  done  amd 
passed  hy  the  specific  and  immediate  concurrence  and  actual  Junction 
of  the  governor-general  and  council,  in  council  assembled.''''  And  the 
said  powers  were,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  given  by  him- 
self and  the  said  Wheler,  under  the  seal  of  the  company,  on  the  3rd 
July,  1781. 

XVIII. 

That  the  said  commission,  delegating  to  him,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  the  whole  functions  of  the  council,  is  destructive  to  the 
constitution  thereof;  and  is  contrary  to  the  company's  standing 
orders ;  and  is  illegal. 

XIX. 

That  in  virtue  of  those  powers,  and  the  illegal  delegation  afore- 
said, the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had  finished  his  business 
at  Benares,  did  procure  a  meeting  with  the  nabob  of  Oude  at  a 
place  called  Ohunah,  upon  the  confines  of  the  country  of  Benares, 
and  did  there  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  with  the 
said  nabob ;  one  part  of  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
pretend  was  drawn  up  from  a  series  of  requisitions  presented  to 
him  by  the  nabob,  but  which  requisitions,  or  any  copy  thereof,  or  of 
any  other  material  document  relative  thereto,  he  did  not  at  the 
time  transmit  to  the  presidency ;  the  said  Warren  Hastings  inform- 
ing Mr.  Wheler,  that  the  resident,  Middleton,  had  taken  the 
authentic  papers  relative  to  this  transaction  with  him  to  Lucknow ; 
and  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  ever 
reclaim  the  said  papers,  in  order  to  record  them  at  the  presidency, 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do. 

XX. 

That  the  purport  of  certain  articles  of  the  said  treaty,  on  the  part 
of  the  company,  was,  that  in  consideration  of  the  nabob's  inability 
(which  inabihty  the  preamble  of  the  treaty  asserts  to  have  been 
"  repeatedly  and  urgently  represented")  to  support  the  expenses  of 
the  temporary  brigade,  and  of  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  also  of 
the  British  officers,  with  their  battahons,  and  of  other  gentlemen 
who  were  then  paid  by  him,  the  several  corps  aforesaid,  and  the  other 
gentlemen  (with  the  exception  of  the  resident's  office  then  on  the 
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naboVs  list,  and  a  regiment  of  sepoys  for  the  resident's  guard) 
should,  after  a  term  of  two  and  a  half  months,  be  no  longer  at  his 
[the  nabob's]  charge. — "The  true  meaning  of  this  being,  that 
no  more  troops  than  one  brigade,  and  the  pay  and  allowances  of 
a  regiment  of  sepoys,"  (as  aforesaid  to  the  resident,)  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  342,000?.  a  year,  should  be  paid  by  the  nabob. 
And  that  no  officers,  troops,  or  others,  should  he  put  upon  the  naboVs 
establishment,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  said  treaty  stipulated. 

XXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  defend  and  justify  the  said 
articles,  in  which  the  troops  aforesaid  were  to  be  removed  from 
the  nabob's  establishment,  by  declaring  as  follows :  "  that  the 
actual  disbursements  to  those  troops  had  fallen  upon  our  own  funds, 
and  that  we  support  a  body  of  troops,  estabhshed  solely  for  the 
defence  of  the  nabob's  possessions,  at  our  own  expense.  It  is 
true,  we  charge  the  nabob  with  this  expense ;  but  the  large 
balance  already  due  from  him  shows  too  justly  the  little  prospect 
there  was  of  disengaging  ourselves  from  a  burden,  which  was 
daily  adding  to  our  distresses,  and  must  soon  become  insupportable, 
although  it  were  granted,  that  the  nabob's  debt,  then  suffered  to 
accumulate,  miffht  at  some  future  period  be  liquidated ;  and  that  this 
measure  would  substantially  effect  an  instant  relief  to  the  pecuniary 
distresses  of  the  company." 

XXII. 

That  Nathaniel  Middleton,  the  resident,  did  also  declare,  that 
he  would  at  all  times  testify,  "  that  upon  the  plan  of  the  foregoing 
years,  the  receipts  from  the  nabob  were  only  a  deception,  and  not 
an  advantage,  but  an  injury  to  the  company  ;"  and  "  that  a  remis- 
sion to  the  nabob  of  this  insufferable  burden  was  a  proft  to  the 
company."  And  the  said  Hastings  did  assert  that  the  force  of 
the  company  was  not  lessened  by  withdrawing  the  temporary 
troops ;  although  (when  it  suited  the  purpose  of  the  said  Hastings, 
in  denying  just  relief  to  the  distresses  of  the  said  nabob  of  Oude) 
he  had  not  scrupled  to  assert  the  direct  contrary  of  the  positions  by 
him  maintained  in  justification  of  the  treaty  of  Ohunar,  having  in  his 
minute  aforesaid,  of  the  15th  of  December,  1779,  asserted,  "that 
these  troops"  [the  troops  maintained  by  the  nabob  of  Oude] 
"  had  no  separate  or  distinct  existence,  and  may  be  properly  said  to 
consist  of  our  whole  military  establishment,  with  the  exception  only 
of  our  European  infantry ;  and  that  they  could  not  be  loithdrawn, 
without  imposing  on  the   company   the   additional  hurdm  of  their 


128  ARTICLES   OF    CHARGE 

expense,  or   disbanding  nine  battalions  of  disciplined  sepoys,   and 
three  regiments  of  horse." 

XXIII. 

That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  justification  of  his  agree- 
ment to  withdraw  the  troops  aforesaid  from  the  territories  and  pay 
of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  did  further  declare,  "  that  he  had  been  too 
much  accustomed  to  the  tales  of  hostUe  preparation,  and  impending 
invasions,  against  all  the  evidence  of  political  probability,  to  regard 
them  as  any  other  than  phantoms,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  perpe- 
tuating or  multiplying  commands;"  and  he  did  trust  "all  ideas  of 
danger  from  the  neighbouring  powers  were  altogether  visionary ; 
and  that,  even  if  they  had  been  better  founded,  this  mode  of  antici- 
pating possible  evils  would  be  more  mischievous  than  any  thing 
they  had  reason  to  apprehend,"  and  that  the  internal  state  of  the 
nabob's  dominions  did  not  require  the  continuance  of  the  said 
troops  ;  and  that  the  nabob,  "  whose  concern  it  was,  and  not  ours,'''' 
did  affirm  the  same,  notwithstanding  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had 
before,  in  answer  to  the  humble  supplications  of  the  nabob, 
asserted,  that  "  it  was  our  part,  and  not  his,  to  judge  and  determine 
in  what  manner,  and  at  what  time,  they  should  be  reduced  or 
withdrawn." 

XXIV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  support  of  his  measure  of 
withdrawing  the  said  brigade,  and  other  troops,  did  also  represent 
that  "  the  remote  stations  of  those  troops,  placing  the  commanding 
officers  beyond  the  notice  and  control  of  the  board,  affiDrded  too 
much  opportunity  and  temptation  for  unwarrantable  emoluments, 
and  excited  the  contagion  of  peculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the 
whole  army;  and,  as  an  instance  thereof,  that  a  court-martial, 
composed  of  officers  of  rank  and  respectable  characters,  unani- 
mously and  honourably,  'most  honourably,'  acquitted  an  officer 
upon  an  acknowledged  fact,  which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline 
would  have  been  deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punish- 
ment." 

XXV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  the  letter  aforesaid 
contradicted  all  the  grounds  and  reasons  by  him  assigned  for  keep- 
ing up  the  aforesaid  establishment,  and  having  declared  his  own 
conviction  that  the  whole  was  a  fallacy  and  imposition,  and  a  detri- 
ment to  the  company  instead  of  a  benefit,  circumstances  (if  they 
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are  true)  which  he  might  and  ought  to  have  well  known,  was  guilty 
of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  in  carrying  on  the  imposture  and 
delusion  aforesaid,  and  in  continuing  an  insupportable  burden  and 
grievance  upon  the  nabob  for  several  years,  without  attending  to 
his  repeated  supplications  to  be  relieved  therefrom,  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  the  destruction  of  the  disciphne  of  the 
British  troops,  by  diffusing  among  them  a  general  spirit  of  pecula- 
tion ;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  committed  a  grievous  offence  in 
upholding  the  same  pernicious  system,  until,  by  his  own  confession 
and  declaration  in  his  minute  of  the  21st  of  May,  1781,  "  the  evils 
had  grown  to  so  great  a  height,  that  exertions  vdll  be  required 
more  powerful  than  can  be  made  through  the  delegated  authority  of 
the  servants  of  the  company  now  in  the  province  ;  and  that  he  was 
far  from  sanguine  in  his  expectations  that  even  Ms  own  endeavours 
would  he  attended  with  much  success!''' 

XXVI. 

That,  at  the  time  of  making  the  said  treaty,  and  at  the  time 
when,  under  colour  of  the  distress  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  the 
failure  of  all  other  means  for  his  relief,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  broke 
the  company's  faith  with  the  parents  of  the  nabob,  and  first  encou- 
raged, and  afterwards  compelled,  him  to  despoU  them  of  their 
landed  estates,  money,  jewels,  and  household  goods,  and  while  the 
said  nabob  continued  heavily  in  debt  to  the  company,  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did,  "  without  hesitation,''''  accept  of  and  receive 
from  the  nabob  of  Oude  and  his  ministers  (who  are  notoriously 
known  to  be  not  only  under  his  influence,  but  under  his  absolute 
command)  a  bribe,  or  unlawful  gift  or  present,  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  upwards  :  that  even  if  the  said 
pretended  gift  could  be  supposed  to  be  voluntary,  it  was  contrary 
to  the  express  provision  of  the  regulating  act  of  the  1 3th  year  of 
his  majesty's  reign,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  all  presents  upon  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  and  contrary  to  his  own  sense  of  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  act,  declared  upon  a  similar  but  not 
so  strong  a  case :  that  is,  where  the  service  done,  and  the  present 
offered  in  return  for  it,  had  taken  place  before  the  promulgation  of 
the  above  laws  in  India  :  on  that  occasion  he  declared  "  that  the 
exclusion  by  an  act  of  parliament  admitted  of  no  abatement  or  evasion, 
wherever  its  authority  extended." 

XXVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  confiding  in  an  interest  which 
he  supposed  himself  to  have  formed  in  the  East  India  House,  did 
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endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  court  of  directors  to  violate  the  said 
act,  and  to  suffer  him  to  appropriate  the  money  so  illegally  accepted 
by  him  to  his  own  profit,  as  a  reward  for  his  services. 

XXVIII. 

See  his  Let-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  since  declared  to 
*':'' "^*''  the  court  of  directors  that  when  fortune  threw  a  sum  in 
1785,  at  the  his  Way  (meaning  the  sum  of  money  above  mentioned) 
end  of  the  qJ^  ^  fi^agnitude  which  could  not  he  concealed,  he  chose  to 
apprize  his  employers  of  it ;  thereby  confessing,  that,  but 
for  the  magnitude  of  the  same  rendering  it  difficult  to  be  concealed, 
he  never  would  have  discovered  it  to  them.  And  the  said  unlawful 
present  being  received  at  the  time  when,  for  reasons  directly  contra- 
dictory to  all  his  former  recorded  declarations,  he  did  agree  to 
remove  the  aforesaid  troops  from  the  nabob's  dominions,  and  to 
recall  the  pensioners  aforesaid,  it  must  be  presumed,  that  he  did  not 
agree  to  give  the  relief  (which  he  had  before  so  obstinately 
refused)  upon  the  grounds  and  motives  of  justice,  policy,  or 
humanity,  but  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  money  aforesaid, 
which  in  a  time  of  such  extreme  distress  in  the  nabob's  affairs  could 
not  be  rationally  given,  except  for  those  and  other  concessions 
stipulated  for  in  the  said  treaty,  but  which  had  on  former  occasions 
been  refused. 

XXIX. 

That,  notwithstanding  his,  the  said  Warren  Hastings's,  receipt  of 
the  present  of  100,000/.  as  aforesaid,  he  did  violate  every  one  of 
the  stipulations  in  the  said  treaty  contained  ;  and,  particularly,  he 
did  continue  in  the  country,  and  in  the  service  of  the  nabob  of 
Oude,  those  troops  which  he  had  so  recently  stipulated  to  withdraw 
from  his  country,  and  to  take  from  his  establishment ;  for,  upon 
the  24th  of  December  following,  he  did  order  the  temporary 
brigade,  making  10  battalions  of  500  men  each,  to  be  again  put  on 
the  vizier's  list ;  although  he  had  recently  informed  the  court  of 
directors,  through  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  that  any  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  the  nabob's  paying  that  brigade  was  a.  fallacy  and  a 
deception,  and  that  the  same  was  a  charge  upon  the  company,  and 
not  an  alleviation  of  its  distresses,  as  well  as  an  insupportable  burden 
to  the  nabob  ;  thus  having,  within  a  short  space  of  time,  twice 
contradicted  himself,  both  in  declaration  and  in  conduct. 

XXX. 

That  this  measure,  in  direct  violation  of  a  treaty  of  not  three 
months'  duration,  was  so  injudicious,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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assistant-resident,  Johnson,  "nothing  less  than  blows  could  effect 
it :"  he,  the  said  resident,  further  adding,  "  that  the  nabob  was 
not  even  able  to  pay  off  the  arrears  still  due  to  it  [the  new  brigade]  ; 
and  that  the  troops  being  all  in  arrears,  and  no  possibility  of  present 
payment,  so  large  a  body  assembled  here  [viz.  at  Lucknow]  with- 
out any  means  to  check  and  control  them,  nothing  but  disorder 
could  follow.  As  one  proof  that  the  nabob  is  as  badly  off  for  funds 
as  we  are,  I  may  inform  you,  that  his  cavalry  rose  this  day  upon 
him,  and  went  all  armed  to  the  palace,  to  demand  from  thirteen  to 
eighteen  months'  arrears,  and  were  with  great  difficulty  persuaded 
to  retire,  which  was  probably  more  effected  by  a  body  of  troops 
getting  under  arms  to  go  against  them,  than  any  other  considera- 
tion." But  the  letter  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the  24th  of 
December,  giving  the  above  orders  for  the  infraction  of  the  treaty, 
and  to  which  the  letter,  from  whence  the  foregoing  extracts  are 
taken,  is  an  answer,  doth  not  appear,  any  otherwise  than  as  the 
same  is  recited  in  the  said  answer. 

XXXI. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  disorders  and  deficiencies  in  the  re- 
venue aforesaid  had  continued  and  increased,  and  that  three  very 
large  balances  had  accumulated,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause 
the  treasury  accounts  at  Calcutta  to  be  examined  and  scrutinized, 
and  an  account  of  another  arrear,  composed  of  various  articles, 
pretended  to  have  accumulated  during  seven  years  previous  to  the 
year  1779  (the  articles  composing  which,  if  they  had  been  just, 
ought  to  have  been  charged  at  the  times  they  severally  became 
due),  was  sent  to  the  resident,  and  payment  thereof  demanded,  to 
the  amount  of  260,000?.  sterling  ;  which  unexpected  demand,  in  so 
distressed  a  situation,  did  not  a  little  embarrass  the  nabob.  But 
whilst  he  and  his  ministers  were  examining  into  the  said  unex- 
pected demand,  another,  and  fifth  balance,  made  up  of  similar  for^ 
gotten  articles,  was  demanded,  to  the  amount  of  140,000?.  sterling 
more.  Which  said  two  last  demands  did  so  terrify  and  confound 
the  nabob  and  his  ministers,  that  they  declared  that  the  resident 
"  might  at  once  take  the  country,  since  justice  was  out  of  the 
question." 

XXXII. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  add  to  the  confusion,  per- 
plexity, and  distress  of  the  nabob's  affairs,  did  send  to  his  court 
(in  which  he  had  already  a  resident  and  an  assistant-resident)  two 
secret  agents.  Major  Palmer  and  Major  Davy,  and  did  instruct 
Major  Palmer  to  make  a  variety  of  new  claims,  one  of  a  loan  to 
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the  company  of  600,000^.  sterling,  although  he  well  knew  the 
nabob  was  himself  heavily  in  arrear  to  the  company,  and  was 
utterly  unable  to  discharge  the  same,  as  well  as  in  arrear  to  his 
own  troops,  and  to  many  individuals,  and  that  he  borrowed  (when 
he  could  at  all  borrow)  at  an  interest  of  nearly  thirty  per  cent. 
To  this  demand  was  added  a  new  bribe ;  or  unlawful  present  to 
himself,  to  the  amount  of  100,000^.  sterling,  which  he  did  not 
refuse  as  unlawful,  and  of  evil  example,  but  as  indelicate  in  the 
nabob's  present  situation;  and  did,  as  if  the  same  was  his  own 
property,  presume  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to  desire  the  transfer  of  it, 
as  of  his  own  bounty,  to  the  company  his  masters.  To  this  second 
demand  he,  the  said  Hastings,  added  a  third  demand  of  120,000?. 
sterling,  for  four  additional  regiments  on  the  nabob's  list,  after  he 
had  solemnly  engaged  to  take  off  the  ten,  with  which  it  had  been 
burdened;  the  whole  of  the  claims  through  his  private  agent 
aforesaid  making  the  sum  of  820,000?.  sterling. 

XXXIII. 

That  the  demands,  claims,  &c.  made  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  upon  the  government  of  Oude  in  that  year  amounted  to 
the  enormous  sum  of  2,530,000?.  sterling,  and  being  joined  to  the 
arrears  to  troops,  and  some  internal  failures,  amounting  to  25.5,000?. 
sterling  more,  the  whole  charge  arose  to  2,785,000?.  sterling; 
which  was  considerably  more  than  double  the  net  produce  of  the 
nabob's  revenue,  the  same  only  amounting  to  1,450,000?.  "nominal 
revenue,  never  completely  realized." 

XXXIV. 

That  towards  providing  for  these  extravagant  demands,  he,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  did  direct  and  authorize  another  breach  of 
the  public  faith,  given  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar.  For  whereas  by 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid  it  was  left  to  the  nabob's 
discretion,  whether  or  not  he  should  resume  the  landed  estates, 
called  jaghires,  within  his  dominions ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
said  Hastings,  in  defence  of  the  said  article,  did  declare  that  the 
nabob  should  be  left  to  the  exercise  of  his  own  authority  and 
pleasure  respecting  them,  yet  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  authorize 
a  violent  compulsion  to  be  used  towards  the  said  nabob  for  accom- 
plishing an  universal  confiscation  of  that  species  of  landed  propertv ; 
and  in  so  doing  he  did  also  compel  the  nabob  to  break  his  faith  with 
all  the  landholders  of  that  description,  not  only  in  violating  the 
assurance  of  his  own  original  grants,  but  his  assurance  recently 
given,  when,  being  pressed  by  the  company,  he  [the  nabob]  had 
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made  a  temporary  seizure  of  the  profits  of  the  lands  aforesaid,  in 
the  manner  of  a  compulsory  loan,  for  the  repayment  of  which  he 
gave  his  bonds  and  obligations ;  and  although  he  had  at  the  same 
time  solemnly  pledged  his  faith  that  he  never  would  again  resort 
to  the  like  oppressive  measure,  yet  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  cause  him  to  be  compelled  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  at  least 
sixty-seven  of  the  principal  persons  of  his  country,  comprehending 
therein  his  own  nearest  relations,  and  the  ancient  friends  and 
dependents  of  his  family ;  the  annual  value  of  the  said  estates  thus 
confiscated  amounting  to  435,000^.  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  upon 
an  old  valuation,  but  stated  by  the  resident  Middleton  as  being 
found  to  yield  considerably  more. 

XXXV. 

That  the  violent  and  unjust  measure  aforesaid,  subversive  of 
property,  utterly  destructive  of  several  ancient  and  considerable 
families,  and  most  dishonourable  to  the  British  government,  did 
produce  an  universal  discontent,  and  the  greatest  confusion  through- 
out the  whole  country ;  the  said  confiscated  lands  being  on  this 
occasion  put  to  rack-rents,  and  the  people  grievously  oppressed. 
And  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  redress,  at  least  for  a  considerable 
time,  the  said  confiscated  estates  were  mortgaged  (it  appearing 
otherwise  impracticable  to  make  an  approach  towards  satisfying 
the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  said  Hastings)  for  a  great  sum  to 
certain  usurious  bankers  or  money-dealers  at  Benares. 

XXXVI. 

That  besides  these  enormous  demands,  which  were  in  part  made 
for  the  support  of  several  corps  of  troops  under  British  ofiicers, 
which  by  the  treaty  of  Ohunar  ought  to  have  been  removed,  very 
large  extra  charges,  not  belonging  to  the  military  list  of  the  said 
nabob,  and  several  civil  charges  and  pensions  were  continued,  and 
others  newly  put  on,  since  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  namely,  an  allow- 
ance to  Sir  Eyre  Ooote  of  15,554  rupees  per  month,  (being  up- 
wards of  18,664^.  sterling  a  year,)  and  an  allowance  to  Trevor 
■\Vheler,  Esquire,  of  5000  rupees  per  month  (or  6000?.  sterling 
and  upwards  a  year),  and  the  whole  of  the  settled  charges,  not  of 
a  military  nature,  to  British  subjects,  amounting  to  little  less  than 
140,000;.  yearly;  and  if  other  allowances,  not  included  in  the 
estimate,  were  added,  they  would  greatly  exceed  that  sum,  besides 
much  more,  which  may  justly  be  suspected  to  have  been  paid,  no 
part  whereof  had  at  that  time  been  brought  forward  to  any  public 
account. 
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XXXVII. 


That  the  commander  of  one  of  these  corps,  of  whose  burden  the 
said  nabob  did  complain,  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander  Hannay, 
who  did  farm  the  revenues  of  certain  districts  called  Baraitch  and 
Gorachpore,  which  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  ninth  article  of  his 
instructions  to  Mr.  Bristow,  did  estimate  at  twenty-three  lacs  of 
rupees,  or  2.30,000?.  per  annum  ;  but  under  his,  the  said  Hannay's 
management,  the  collections  did  very  greatly  dechne ;  complaints 
were  made  that  the  countries  aforesaid  were  harassed  and  op- 
pressed, and  the  same  did  fall  into  confusion — and,  at  last,  the 
inhabitants  broke  out  into  a  general  rebellion. 

XXXVIII. 

That  the  far  greater  part  of  the  said  heavy  list  was  authorized 
or  ordered  by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending his  own  corrupt  influence.  For  it  doth  appear  that  at  the 
time  when  he  did  pretend,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  Chunar 
aforesaid,  to  remove  the  company's  servants,  "  civil  and  military, 
from  the  court  and  service  of  the  vizier,"  he  did  assert  that  he 
thereby  did  "  diminish  his  own  influence,  as  well  as  that  of  his  col- 
leagues, by  narrowing  the  line  oi  patronage  C  which  proves  that 
the  ofiices,  pensions,  and  other  emoluments  aforesaid,  in  Oude,  were 
of  his  patronage,  as  his  patronage  could  not  be  diminished  by 
taking  away  the  said  offices,  &c.,  unless  the  same  had  been  sub- 
stantially of  his  gift ;  and  he  did,  at  the  time  of  the  pretended 
reformation  aforesaid,  express  both  his  knowledge  of  the  existence 
of  the  said  excessive  and  abusive  establishments,  and  his  sense  of 
his  duty  in  taking  them  away ;  for  in  agreeing  to  the  article  in  the 
treaty  of  Chunar  for  abolishing  the  said  establishments,  he  did 
declare  himself  "actuated  solely  by  motives  oi  justice  to  the  nabob, 
and  a  regard  to  the  honov/r  of  our  national  character  ,•"  and,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  representation,  the  said  servants  of  the  company, 
civil  and  mihtary,  "  by  their  numbers,  their  influence,  and  the 
enormous  amount  of  their  salaries,  pensions,  and  emoluments,  were 
an  intolerable  burden  on  the  revenues  and  authority  of  the  vizier ; 
and  exposed  us  to  the  envy  and  resentntent  of  the  wluile  country,  by 
excluding  the  native  servants  and  adherents  of  the  vizier  from  the 
rewards  of  their  services  and  attachment." 

XXXIX. 

That  the  revenue  of  the  country  being  anticipated,  mortgaged, 
and    dilapidated   by    the    counsel,    concurrence,    connivance     and 
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influence,  and  often  by  the  direct  order  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  the  whole  civil  government,  magistracy,  and  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  gradually  declined,  and  at  length  totally  ceased 
through  the  whole  of  the  vast  provinces  which  compose  the  terri- 
tory of  Oude ;  and  no  power  was  visible  therein  but  that  of  the 
farmers  of  the  revenue,  attended  by  bodies  of  troops  to  enforce  the 
collections ;  insomuch  that  robberies,  assassinations,  and  acts  of 
every  description  of  outrage  and  violence  were  perpetrated  with 
impunity ;  and  even  in  the  capital  city  of  Lucknow,  the  seat  of  the 
sovereign  power,  there  was  no  court  of  justice  whatever  to  take 
cognizance  of  such  ofifences. 

XL. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  he  did  interfere  in  the 
government  of  Oude,  was  obliged  by  his  duty  to  interfere  for  the 
good  purposes  of  government,  and  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
extorting  money  therefrom,  and  enriching  his  own  dependents,  which 
latter  purpose  alone  he  did  effect  in  the  manner  before  mentioned, 
but  not  one  of  the  former.  For  the  said  Hastings,  having  procured 
the  extraordinary  powers  given  by  and  to  himself  by  his  delegation 
of  the  3rd  of  July,  1 781,  did  declare  the  same  to  be  for  the  purpose, 
among  many  others,  "  of  assisting  the  nabob  vizier  in  forming  such 
regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  his 
government  and  the  improvement  of  his  revenue."  And  in  conse- 
quence of  the  said  powers  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the 
treaty  of  Ohunar,  obtain  an  article  from  the  nabob,  by  which  the 
said  nabob  did  promise  to  attend  to  his  advice  in  the  reformation  of 
his  civil  administration ;  and  he  did  give  certain  instructions  to  the 
resident  Middleton,  to  which  he  did  require  him  to  yield  the  most 
implicit  obedience ;  and  did  in  one  article  thereof  direct  him  to  urge 
the  nabob  to  endeavour  gradually,  if  it  could  not  be  done  at  once, 
to  establish  courts  of  adawlet  [justice],  and  that  the  darogas  [chief 
criminal  magistrates],  moulabies  [consulting  or  assistant  lawyers], 
and  other  officers,  should  be  selected  by  the  ministers  with  his  the 
resident's  concurrence :  and  afterwards,  in  his  instructions  to  the 
resident  Bristow,  desiring  him  to  pursue  the  same  object,  he  de- 
clared his  opinion,  "  that  the  want  of  such  courts,  and  the  extreme 
licentiousness  occasioned  thereby,  is  one  of  the  most  disreputable 
defects  in  his  highness  the  nabob's  government.  And  that  while 
they  do  not  exist,  every  man  knows  the  hazard  which  he  incurs  in 
lending  his  money."  But  he  did  give  him  the  said  resident  no 
positive  instruction  concerning  the  same,  supposing  the  establish- 
ment of  such  courts  a  matter  of  difficulty ;  and  did  therefore  leave 
him  a  latitude  in  his  proceedings  therein. 
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XLI. 

That  the  said  resident  Bristow  did,  however,  in  conformity  to 
the  said  instructions,  at  last  given  with  such  latitude,  endeavour  to 
prevail  on  the  said  minister  gradually  to  introduce  courts  of  justice 
for  the  cognizance  of  crimes,  by  beginning  to  establish  a  criminal 
court  under  a  native  judge,  to  judge  according  to  the  Mahomedan 
law  in  the  city  of  Lucknow.  But  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  a  minister  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings's  nomination,  and  solely  dependent  upon 
him,  did  elude  and  obstruct,  and  in  the  end  totally  defeat,  the  estar 
blishment  of  the  same. 

XLII. 

That  the  obstruction  aforesaid,  and  the  evil  consequences  thereof, 
were  duly  represented  to  the  said  Hastings ;  and  though  the  said 
Hastings  had  made  it  the  fourth  article  of  a  criminal  charge  against 
the  resident  Middleton,  "  that  he  did  not  report  to  the  governor- 
general,  or  to  the  board,  the  progress  which  he  had  made  from  time 
to  time  in  his  endeavours  to  comply  with  his  instructions ;  and  that, 
if  he  met  with  any  impediments  in  the  execution  of  them,  he  had 
omitted  to  state  those  impediments,  and  to  apply  for  fresh  orders 
upon  them ;" — yet  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  give  no  manner  of 
support  to  the  resident  Bristow  against  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan, 
and  did  not  even  answer  several  of  his  letters,  the  said  Bristow's 
letters,  stating  the  said  impediments,  or  take  any  notice  of  his 
remonstrances;  but  did  at  length  revoke  his  own  instructions, 
declaring  that  he,  the  said  resident,  should  not  presume  to  act  upon 
the  same ;  and  yet  did  not  furnish  him  with  any  others,  upon  which 
he  might  act,  but  did  uphold  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  in  the 
obstruction  by  him  given  to  the  performance  of  the  first  and  funda- 
mental duty  of  all  government;  namely,  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  subject 
against  wrong  and  violence. 

.  xLin. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  afterwards  proceed  to  the  length  of 
criminating  the  resident  Bristow  aforesaid  for  his  endeavours  to 
establish  the  said  necessary  court,  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of 
the  nabob's  government;  when,  if  the  nabob  in  his  own  proper 
person  and  character,  and  not  the  aforesaid  Hyder  Beg  (who  was  a 
creature  of  the  said  Hastings)  had  opposed  the  re-establishment  of 
justice  in  the  said  country,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Hastings  to 
have  pressed  the  same  upon  him  by  every  exertion  of  his  influence. 
And  the  said  AVarren  Hastings,  in  his  pretended  attention  to  the 
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nabob's  authority,  when  exercised  by  his  the  said  Hastings's  minister 
to  prevent  the  estabhshment  of  courts  of  justice  for  the  protection 
of  hfe  and  property,  at  the  same  time  that  he  did  not  hesitate,  in 
the  case  of  the  confiscation  of  the  jaghires,  and  the  proceedings 
against  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob,  totally  to  super- 
sede his  authority,  and  to  force  his  inclinations  in  acts,  which  over- 
turned all  the  laws  of  property,  and  offered  violence  to  all  the 
sentiments  of  natural  affection  and  duty ;  and  accusing  at  the  same 
time  his  instruments  for  not  going  to  the  utmost  lengths  in  the 
execution  of  his  said  orders,  is  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor. 

XLIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  highly  aggravate  his  offence  in  dis- 
countenancing and  discouraging  the  re- establishment  of  magistracy, 
law,  and  order,  in  the  country  of  Oude,  inasmuch  as  he  did  in  the 
eighth  article  of  his  instructions  to  the  resident  order  him  to  exercise 
powers,  which  ought  to  have  been  exercised  by  lawful  magistrates, 
and  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  law.  And  in  the  said  article  he  did 
state  the  prevalence  of  rebellion  in  the  said  country  of  Oude,  as  if 
rebellion  could  exist  in  a  country  in  which  there  was  no  magistracy, 
and  no  protection  for  life  or  property,  and  in  which  the  native 
authority  had  no  force  whatever ;  and  in  which  he  himself  states 
the  exercise  of  British  authority  to  be  an  absolute  usurpation :  and 
he  did  accordingly  direct  a  rigorous  prosecution  against  the  offence 
of  rebellion  under  such  circumstances,  but  "  with  a  fair  and  impartial 
inquiry,"  when  he  did  not  permit  the  establishment  of  those  courts 
of  justice  and  magistracy,  by  which  alone  rebellion  could  be  pre- 
vented, or  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry  relative  to  the  same  could  be 
had.  And  particularly  he  did  instruct  the  said  resident  to  obtain 
the  nabob's  order  for  employing  some  sure  means  for  apprehending 
certain  zemindars,  and  particularly  three,  in  the  instruction  named, 
whom  he  the  said  Hastings  did  cause  to  be  apprehended  upon  what 
he  calls  good  information,  founded  upon  some  facts,  to  which  he 
asserts  he  has  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses,  "  that  they  had 
the  destruction  of  Colonel  Hannay,  and  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, as  their  immediate  object,  and  ultimately  the  extirpation  of 
the  English  influence  and  power  throughout  all  the  nabob's  do- 
minions;" and  that  they  did  still  persevere  in  their  rebellious 
conduct  without  deviation,  "  though  the  nabob's,  and  not  our 
government,  was  then  the  object  of  it."  And  he  did  direct  the 
said  resident,  if  it  should  appear,  "  on  a  fair  and  regular  inquiry^ 
that  their  conduct  towards  the  nabob  had  been  such  as  it  had  been 
reported  to  be,  to  insist  upon  the  nabob's  punishing  them  with 
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and  to  treat  with  the  same  rigour  every  zemindar,  and  every 
subject,  who  shall  be  the  leader  in  a  rebellion  against  his  authority." 

XLV. 

That  the  crime  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  his  procedure  aforesaid, 
was  further  highly  aggravated  by  his  having  received  information  of 
several  striking  circumstances,  which  strongly  indicated  the  neces- 
sity of  a  regular  magistracy  and  a  legal  judicature,  from  the  total 
failure  of  justice,  affecting  not  only  the  subjects  at  large,  but  even 
the  reigning  family  itself;  as  also  of  the  causes  why  no  legal  magis- 
tracy could  exist,  and  why  the  princes  of  the  reigning  family  were 
not  only  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  assassins,  but  even  to  a  want  of 
the  protection  which  might  be  had  from  their  servants  and  attend- 
ants, who  were  driven  from  their  masters  for  want  of  that  main- 
tenance, which  the  princes  their  masters  could  not  procure,  even  for 
themselves.  And  the  circumstances  aforesaid  were  detailed  to  him 
the  said  Hastings  by  the  resident  Bristow,  in  a  letter  from  Luck- 
now,  dated  the  29th  January,  1784,  to  the  governor-general,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  council  of  Bengal,  in  the  terms 
following : — 

■■  "  The  frequent  robberies  and  murders  perpetrated  in  hLs  excel- 
lency''s  the  vizier's  dominions,  have  been  too  often  the  subject  of  my 
representations  to  your  honourable  board.  From  the  total  want  of 
police,  hardly  a  day  elapses  but  I  am  informed  of  some  tragical 
event,  whereof  the  bare  recital  is  shocking  to  humanity.  About 
two  months  since  an  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  rajah  Ticket 
Roy,  the  acting  minister''s  confidential  agent,  but  he  happily  escaped 
unhurt.  Nabob  Behadre,  Ms  highnesis  Irother,  has  not  been  so 
fortunate,  as  will  appear  from  translations  of  two  of  his  letters  to 
me,  Xo.  1,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information. 
Although  my  feeUngs  are  sensibly  hurt,  and  my  compassion  strongly 
excited  by  the  disgraceful  a/ad  miserable  state  of  poverty  to  which  his 
excellency's  brothers  are  reduad^  yet,  situated  as  I  am,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  interfere  with  effect.  My  efforts  on  a  former  occasion 
failed  of  success,  and  ray  interposition  now  would  only  excite  the 
resentment  of  the  minister  towards  the  unhappy  sufferers,  in  consequence 
oftlieir  application  to  me,  from  whom  alove,  however,  they  hope  for 
relief  from  their  present  distress,  which,  their  near  connexion  with 
the  vizier  considered,  is  both  shameful  and  unprecedented.  That 
no  regular  courts  of  justice  have  been  established  in  this  country  is 
particularly  pointed  at  in  my  instructions,  as  the  most  disreputable 
defect  in  his  highness's  government;  yet  the  minister  seems  de- 
termined on  abolishing  even  the  shadow  of  so  neces.sary  an  institu- 
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tion.  The  office  of  chief  justice,  as  held  by  Molovy  Morobine,  was 
ever  nugatory,  but  now  it  is  sunk  into  the  lowest  contempt.  The 
original  establishment,  inadequate  as  it  was,  is  mouldering  away, 
and  the  officers  now  attached  to  it  are  literally  starving,  as  no  part 
of  their  allowance  has  been  paid  for  above  six  months  past.  He 
himself  has  proposed  to  resign  his  appointment,  being  every  way 
precluded  from  a  possibility  of  exercising  the  duties  of  it." 

XLVI. 

That  it  appears  by  the  said  letter,  and  the  papers  therewith 
transmitted,  as  well  as  other  documents  in  the  said  correspondence, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  distress  brought  upon  the  nabob's 
finances,  certain  of  the  princes  his  brethren,  the  children  of  Sujah 
ul  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of  the  country,  were  put  upon  pensions 
unsuitable  to  their  birth  and  rank,  and  by  the  mismanagement  of 
the  minister  aforesaid  (appointed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings), 
for  two  years  together  no  considerable  part  of  the  said  inadequate 
pension  was  paid ;  and  not  being  able  to  maintain  the  attendants 
necessary  for  their  protection  in  a  city,  in  which  all  magistracy  and 
justice  was  abolished,  they  were  not  only  liable  to  suffer  the  greatest 
extremities  of  penury,  but  their  lives  were  exposed  to  the  attempts 
of  assassins.  The  condition  of  one  of  the  said  princes,  called  the 
nabob  Bahadur,  is  by  himself  strongly  expressed  in  three  letters  to 
the  said  resident  Bristow,  the  first  dated  the  28th  of  December, 
1783;  the  second,  the  7th  of  January,  1784;  and  the  third,  the 
15th  of  January,  1784  ;  which  letters  were  duly  transmitted  in  the 
despatch  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month  to  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  and  are  as  follow  : 

"  Your  own  servant  carried  you  the  account  of  what  he  himself 
was  an  eye-witness  to,  after  the  affair  of  last  night.  These  are  the 
particulars : — about  midnight  my  aunt  received  twelve  wounds  from 
a  ruffian,  of  which  she  died.  I  also  received  six  successive  stabs, 
which  alarmed  the  people  of  the  house,  who  set  up  a  shouting ; 
whereupon  the  assassin  run  off.  Besides  being  without  food  or  the 
means  of  pro-eiding  any,  this  misfortune  has  befallen  me.  /  am 
desirous  of  sending  the  coffin  to  your  door.  It  is  your  duty,  both  for 
the  sake  of  God  and  of  Christ,  to  execute  justice,  and  to  inquire 
what  harm  I  have  done  to  the  murderer  sufficient  to  deserve  assas- 
sination, or  even  injury.  You  now  stand  in  the  place  of  his  excelUticy 
the  vizier.  I  request  you  will  do  me  justice.  What  more  can 
I  say? 

P.S.  "  I  am  also  desirous  to  show  you  my  wounds." 
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From  the  same,  29th  January,  1 784. 

"  You  have  been  duly  informed  of  all  the  circumstances  relative 
both  to  the  murder  of  the  innocent,  and  of  my  being  wounded,  as 
well  by  my  former  letter,  as  by  the  messenger,  whom  you  sent  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  my  health ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
hope  from  your  known  kindness,  that  you  will  not  be  deficient  in 
seeking  out  the  assassin.  /  am  at  this  moment  overwhelmed  in  mis- 
fortune. Whilst  tJiifi  Hood  is  flowing  from  my  wounds,  neither  I,  nor 
my  children,  nor  my  servants,  have  wherewithal  to  procure  subsistence; 
nor  have  I  it  in  my  power  either  to  purchase  remedies,  or  to  reward 
the  physician — "'tis  for  the  saJce  of  God  alone  that  he  attends  me. 
Thus  loaded  with  calamity  upon  calamity,  I  am  unable  to  support 
life,  for  I  find  no  relief  from  any  affliction  either  day  or  night. 
Do  you  now  stand  in  the  place  of  my  father  ;  grant  me  fresh  life  by 
speedy  acts  of  benevolence. 

"  For  these  two  last  years  his  excellency  established  a  pension 
for  me  of  twenty  thousand  rupees ;  but  I  never  received  the  full 
amount  of  it,  either  last  year  or  the  year  before.  Should  it,  how- 
ever, be  paid  me,  though  inadequate  to  my  desires,  I  shall  still  be 
enabled  to  support  myself.  From  the  beginning  of  this  year  to  the 
present  time  I  have  not  received  a  farthing,  nor  do  I  expect  any, 
though,  if  you  afibrd  protection  to  the  oppressed,  aU  my  wishes  will 
be  accomplished.  I  was  desirous  of  waiting  on  you  with  my  family, 
that  you  might  be  an  eye-witness  to  their  condition ;  but  I  was 
advised  not  to  stir  out  on  account  of  my  wounds.  What  more 
can  I  say  ?" 

The  following  Extracts  are  made  from  the  third  letter,  from  the  same 
Prince;  dated  January  15,  1784. 

"  The  particulars  of  the  late  and  unforeseen  misfortune,  with 
which  I  have  been  overwhelmed,  are  not  unknown  unto  you ;  that 
the  innocent  blood  of  my  aunt,  the  prop  and  ruler  of  my  family,  was 
shed,  and  in  the  same  manner  I  too  was  wounded.  Until  now  I 
feel  the  pain  and  affliction  of  my  wounds ;  and  no  person  has  regarded 
my  solicitations  for  redress,  sought  after  the  assassin,  and  brought  him 
to  condign  punishment,  yourself  excepjted^ — "  In  Uke  manner,  as  the 
honourable  governor-general  has  adopted  my  brother  Saadut  Ally 
Cawn  for  his  son,  and  relieved  him  from  the  vexation,  affliction,  and 
dependence  of  this  place,  would  it  be  extraordinary,  that  you  also 
should,  in  your  bounty  and  favour,  consent  to  adopt  me,  who  do 
not  possess  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  permit  me  to  attend  you  to 
whatever  part  of  the  world  you  may  travel,  whereby  I  shall  at  all 
times  derive  honour  and  advantage  !     Formerly,  us  three  brothers, 
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Saadut  Ally,  Mirza  Jungly,  and  I,  the  poor  and  oppressed,  were, 
in  the  presence  of  our  blessed  father,  whose  soul  rests  in  heaven, 
treated  alike.  Now  the  ministers  of  this  government  put  me  upon 
a  footing  vsdth  our  younger  brothers,  who  have  lately  left  the 
zenana,  and  whose  expenses  are  small.  On  this  scale,  which  is  in 
every  respect  insufficient  for  my  maintenance,  they  pay  the  pitiful 
allowance  only  when  it  is  their  pleasure  to  do  it.  My  situation  has 
for  years  past  been  increasing  in  wretchedness  to  a  degree,  that 
/  am  in  want  of  daily  bread,  and  my  serwrnts  and  animals  are  dying 
of  hunger.  My  distresses  are  so  great,  that  I  ham  not  been  able  to  pay 
a  daum  to  the  surgeons  for  the  cure  of  my  wounds ;  and  they  too  are 
discouraged  from  affording  me  their  assistance,  or  furnishing  me  with 
medicines.  How  then  is  it  possible  for  me  to  exist  ?  Considering 
you  as  my  patron,  participating  in  my  afflictions,  I  have  represented 
the  circumstances  concerning  my  situation  ;  and  I  hope  from  your 
friendship,  that  you  will  honour  me  with  a  favourable  answer." 

XLVII. 

The  resident  Bristow  did  also  receive  a  strong  application  from 
three  others  of  the  brethren  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  called  Mirza 
Hyder  Ali,  Mirza  Ennayut  Ali,  and  Mirza  Syef  Ali,  representing 
their  very  pitiable  case,  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  March,  178.3,  in 
which,  among  other  particulars,  are  contained  the  following  : 

"  Our  situation  is  not  fit  to  be  represented.  For  two  years  toe 
have  not  received  a  hubba  on  account  of  our  tuncaw  [assignment  on 
the  revenue],  though  the  ministers  have  annually  charged  a  lac  of 
rupees,  and  never  paid  us  any  thing.  After  all,  we  are  the  sons  of 
Sujah  ul  Bowla !  It  is  sui-prising,  having  such  a  friend  as  you,  our 
situation  is  arrived  at  that  pass,  that  we  should  be  in  distress  for 
dry  bread  and  clothes.  Whereas  you  have  done  many  generous 
acts,  be  pleased  so  to  show  us  your  favour,  that  by  some  means  we 
may  receive  our  allowances  from  the  company's  treasury,  and  not  be 
obliged  to  depend  upon,  and  solicit  others  for  it." 

XLVIII. 

That  one  of  the  princes  aforesaid,  called  the  Mirza  Jungly, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1783,  was  obliged  to  fly  from  the 
doniinions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  to  leave  his  country  and  con- 
nexions ;  and  as  the  resident  Bristow,  writing  from  Lucknow,  hath 
observed,  "  he  went  to  try  his  fortune  at  other  courts,  in  preference 
to  starving  at  home,  which  might  have  been  his  fate  by  all  accounts 
at  this  place."     And  the  said  prince  sought  for  succour  at  the 
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court  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  Mahomedan  princes ;  but  con- 
ceiving some  disgust  at  the  treatment  he  met  with  there,  he 
departed  from  thence,  and  on  the  8th  of  February,  1783,  arrived 
at  the  Mahratta  camp,  while  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  was  there 
in  the  character  of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  company,  with  a 
view,  if  his  reception  there  should  not  prove  answerable  to  his 
wishes,  to  pass  on  to  the  southward.  And  the  said  Anderson,  pro- 
bably considering  this  event  as  of  very  great  importance  to  the 
honour  of  the  British  government,  as  well  as  to  its  interests,  on  the 
one  hand,  by  exhibiting  the  son  and  brother  of  a  sovereign 
prince,  from  whom  the  company  had  received  many  millions  of 
money,  a  fugitive  from  his  country,  and  a  wanderer  for  bread 
through  the  courts  of  India ;  and  on  the  other  the  consequences 
which  might  arise  from  the  Mahrattas  having  in  their  possession, 
and  under  their  influence,  a  son  of  the  late  nabob  of  Oude,  did 
without  delay  advise  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the  event  afore- 
said; and  he  did  also  write  to  Mr.  Bristow,  the  resident  at  the 
court  of  the  nabob  vizier,  several  letters  of  the  9th  and  20th  of 
February,  and  of  the  6th  of  March  and  6th  of  April,  1 783,  in  order 
that  some  steps  should  be  taken  for  his  return,  and  establishment 
in  his  own  country.  And  the  said  Anderson  did  inform  the  r^i- 
dent  Bristow,  in  his  letter  aforesaid,  that  on  the  arrival  of  the 
fugitive  prince,  brother  of  the  reigning  sovereign  of  Oude,  at  the 
Mahratta  camp,  he  did  cause  his  tent  to  be  pitched  close  to  that  of 
Mr.  Anderson;  but  finding  this  not  agreeable  to  the  Mahratta 
general,  Scindia,  he  afterwards  removed:  and  that  he  showed  a 
strong  attachment  to  the  English,  and  was  inclined  to  throw  him- 
self upon  their  generosity ;  that  he  was  desirous  of  going  to  Cal- 
cutta, and  declared,  that  if  he,  the  said  Anderson,  "  would  give  him 
the  smallest  encouragement,  he  would  quit  all  his  followers,  and 
come  alone,  and  would  take  up  his  residence  under  his  protection." 
And  the  said  Anderson  did  declare,  that  he  thought  it  "  would  be 
policy,  and  much  to  the  credit  of  our  government,  that  some  provi- 
sion should  be  made  for  Mirza  Jungly  in  our  territories." 

XLIX. 

That  the  said  Bristow  did  represent  the  aforesaid  circumstances 
to  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  minister  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  declaring  it 
his  opinion  "  that  his  highnesses  brother's  thus  taking  refuge  with 
a  foreign  prince  is  a  reflection  upon  the  vizier,  and  it  would  be 
advisable  that  an  allowance  should  be  granted  to  him  upon  the 
footing  of  his  brothers,  that  he  might  remain  in  the  presence." 
But  the  nabob  was  induced  to  refuse  to  his  brother  any  ofier  of 
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any  allowance  beyond  the  two  hundred  pounds  per  month,  allowed, 
but  not  paid,  to  his  other  brothers  ;  and  which  the  said  prince  did 
observe  to  Mr.  Anderson,  "  that  it  was  not  only  inadequate  to  his 
expenses,  but  infinitely  less  (as  the  truth  was)  than  what  his 
excellency  has  settled  on  many  persons  of  inferior  rank,  who  have 
not  so  good  a  claim  to  his  support;  and  that  it  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  live  at  Lucknow,  where  all  his  friends 
and  relations  were,  and  so  many  of  his  inferiors  lived  in  a  state  of 
affluence."  In  case,  therefore,  it  could  not  be  increased,  he  re- 
quested leave  to  live  in  the  company's  provinces,  or  at  Calcutta, 
for  that  in  any  of  these  situations  "  he  could  with  less  difficulty 
regulate  his  expenses."  And  he  did  declare,  that  if  his  request  was 
granted  to  him,  he  would  immediately  quit  all  his  prospects  with 
Scindia.  To  these  propositions  he  received  a  very  discouraging 
answer  from  his  brother's  minister,  containing  a  positive  and  final 
refusal  of  any  increase  of  allowance,  obtaining  only  the  nabob's 
pei-mission  to  retire  into  the  company's  provinces :  but  Mr.  An- 
derson did  not  think  himself  authorized  to  take  any  steps  for  the 
prince's  retreat  into  the  said  province  without  Scindia's  concur- 
rence, who,  he  observed,  would  use  every  art  to  detain  him ;  and 
accordingly  did  offer  him  the  command  of  a  battalion  of  infantry  to 
be  paid  directly  from  his  own  treasury,  and  6000^.  sterling  a  year 
for  keeping  up  a  corps  of  horse,  and  to  settle  upon  him  a  landed 
estate  of  4000^.  a  year  as  a  provision  for  his  wife  and  children ; 
which  honourable  offers  it  appears  he  did  accept,  and  did  and  doth 
remain  in  the  Mahratta  service. 


That  during  the  whole  course  of  this  transaction  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  was  duly  advised  thereof,  first  by  a  very  early  letter  from 
the  said  Anderson,  and  afterwards  by  the  resident  Bristow,  who, 
on  the  23rd  of  April,  1783,  transmitted  to  him  his  whole  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Anderson.  But  what  answer  or  instructions 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  to  Mr.  Anderson  does  not 
appear,  he  not  having  recorded  any  thing  upon  that  subject.  But 
it  appears  that  to  the  resident  Bristow,  who  required  to  be  informed 
whether  the  reception  of  the  fugitive  prince  aforesaid  in  the  com- 
pany's provinces  would  meet  his  approbation,  he  gave  no  answer 
whatsoever ;  by  which  criminal  neglect,  or  worse,  with  regard  to  a 
brother  of  an  ally  of  the  company,  who  showed  a  strong  attach- 
ment and  preference  to  the  English  nation,  and  by  suffering  him, 
without  any  known  effort  to  prevent  it,  to  attach  himself  to  the 
cause  and  fortunes  of  the  Mahrattas,  who,  he  the  said  Hastings 
well  knew,  did  keep  up  claims  upon  several  parts  of  the  dominions 


144  AKTICLES   OF   CHAUGE 

of  Oude,  and  had  with  difficulty  been  persuaded  to  include  the 
nabob  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  he  having  suffered  him  first  to  languish 
at  home  in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly  abroad  for  subsistence,  and 
afterwards  taking  no  step,  and  countenancing  no  negotiations,  for 
his  return  from  his  dangerous  place  of  refuge,  at  the  same  time 
that  several  of  his  the  said  Hastings's  creatures  had  each  of  them 
allowances  much  more  considerable  than  would  have  sufficed  for 
the  satisfaction  and  comfort  of  him  the  said  fugitive  prince— was 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor. 

LI. 

That  the  indigent  condition  before  related  of  the  other  brothers 
of  the  nabob  was  also  duly  transmitted  to  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, but  he  did  never  order  or  direct  any  steps  whatsoever  to 
be  taken  towards  the  relief  of  the  family  of  a  reigning  prince,  who 
were  daily  in  danger  of  perishing  by  famine  through  the  effect 
of  his  measures,  and  those  of  a  person,  whom  he  supported  in 
power  against  the  will  and  inclination  of  the  said  prince  and  his 
family. 

LII. 

That  the  foregoing  instances  of  the  penury,  distress,  dispersion, 
and  exile  of  the  reigning  family,  as  well  as  the  general  disorder  in 
all  the  affairs  of  Oude,  did  strongly  enforce  the  necessity  of  a  proper 
use  of  the  British  influence  (the  only  real  government  then  exist- 
ing) in  the  province  aforesaid  for  a  regulation  of  the  economy  of 
the  vizier's  court,  as  well  as  for  the  proper  administration  of  the 
public  concerns,  civil  and  military,  which  were  in  the  greatest 
disorder ;  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  under  obligation  to 
provide  for  the  same,  and  did  himself  understand  it  to  be  his  duty 
so  to  do  ;  and  that  he  was  therein  warranted  by  the  spirit  of  the 
treaty  of  Ohunar,  as  well  as  by  other  universal  powers  of  control, 
and  even  of  supercession,  supposed  by  him  to  exist  in  the  relation 
between  the  British  government  and  that  of  Oude,  and  accordingly 
he  did,  in  his  instructions  to  the  resident  Middleton,  to  which  he 
required  his  most  implicit  obedience,  direct  him  to  an  interference 
in  and  control  upon  all  the  affairs  concerning  the  revenues,  the 
military  arrangements,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  the  nabob's 
government. 

LIII. 

That  upon  his  recall  of  the  said  Middleton,  he,  in  his  instruc- 
tions to  the  resident  Bristow,  dated  2.Srd  of  October,  1781,  did  at 
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large  set  forth  the  situation  of  the  court  and  government  of  Oude, 
the  situation  and  character  of  the  nabob,  of  the  acting  minister, 
and  of  the  British  resident  at  that  court ;  and  did  plainly,  dis- 
tinctly, and  without  reserve,  describe  the  extent  of  the  authority 
to  be  exercised  by  the  last  of  these  persons,  as  well  as  the  un- 
qualified compliance  to  be  expected  from  the  two  former.  And 
he  did  accordingly  declare,  that  '•'•from  the  nature  of  our  connexion 
with  the  government  of  Oude,  and  from  the  nabob's  incapacity,  a 
necessity  will  for  ever  exist,  while  we  have  the  claim  of  a  subsidy 
upon  the  resources  of  his  country,  of  exercising  an  influence,  and 
frequently  substituting  it  ENTIBEL  Y,  in  the  place  of  an  avowed 
and  constitutional  authority  in  the  administration  of  his  {the  naloVs) 
government  j-"  and  he  did  further  in  the  said  instructions,  namely, 
in  instruction  the  fourth,  direct  the  said  resident  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing :  "I  must  have  recourse  to  you  for  the  introduction  of  a 
new  system  in  that  government ;  nor  can  I  omit,  whilst  I  express 
my  reliance  on  you  for  that  purpose,  to  repeat  the  sentiments, 
which  I  expressed  in  the  verbal  instructions  which  I  gave  at  your 
departure,  that  there  can  he  no  medium  in  the  relation  between  the 
resident  and  the  minister,  hut  either  the  resident  must  he  the  slave  and 
vassal  of  the  minister,  or  the  minister  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the 
resident.''''  And  he  the  said  Hastings  did  state,  in  the  same  article 
of  the  instructions  aforesaid,  that  though  the  conduct  of  the  said 
Hyder  Beg  Khan  had  been  highly  reprehensible,  and  that  he  was 
much  displeased  thereat,  he  would  prefer  him  to  any  other,  on 
account  of  his  ability  and  knowledge  of  business,  with  the  following 
proviso,  "  if  he  would  submit  to  hold  his  office  on  such  conditions 
as  I  require.  He  exists  by  his  dependence  on  the  influence  of  our 
government.  It  must  be  advisable  to  try  him  by  the  mode  of  con- 
ciliation ;  at  the  same  time  that  in  y owe  final  conversation  with  him 
it  will  be  necessary  to  declare  to  him,  in  the  plainest  terms,  the 
footing  and  condition  on  which  he  shall  be  permitted  to  retain  his 
place,  with  the  alternative  of  a  dismission,  and  a  scrutiny  into  his 
conduct  if  he  refuses  it.  In  the  first  place,  I  will  not  receive  from 
the  nabob,  as  his,  letters  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  opposition  ;  but 
shall  consider  every  such  attempt  as  an  insult  on  our  govern- 
ment. In  the  second  place,  I  shall  expect  that  nothing  is  done  in 
his  official  character  but  with  your  knowledge  and  participation." 

LIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  having  described,  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, the  relative  situation  of  the  resident  and  minister,  he  did 
state  also  the  relative  situation  of  the  said  minister  and  his  master 

VOL.    VII.  T 
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the  nabob,  declaring  "  that  the  minister  did  hold  without  control 
the  unparticipated  and  entire  administration,  with  all  the  powers 
annexed  to  that  government ;  the  nahoi  being,  as  he  ever  muxt  be,  in 
the  hands  of  some  person,  a  mere  cipher  in  his''''  [the  minister's]. 
And  having  thus  stated  the  subordination  of  the  minister  to  the 
resident,  and  the  subordination  of  the  nabob  to  the  minister,  he 
did  naturally  declare  "that  the  first  share  of  the  responsibility 
would  rest  upon  the  said  resident."  And  he  did  further  declare, 
"that  the  other _ conditions  did  follow  distinctly  in  their  places, 
because  he  did  consider  the  resident  as  responsible  for  them.'''' 

LV, 

That  for  the  direction  of  the  resident  in  the  exercise  of  so 
critical  a  trust,  wherein  all  the  true  and  substantial  powers  of 
government  were  in  an  inverted  relation  and  proportion  to  the 
oflScial  and  ostensible  authorities,  and  in  which  the  said  Hastings 
did  suppose  the  necessity  constantly  existing  for  exercising  an 
influence,  and  frequently  for  substituting  entirely  the  British  autho- 
rity "  in  the  place  of  the  avowed  and  constitutional  government," 
he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  properly  leave  to  the  resident  a  dis- 
cretionary power  for  his  deviation  from  any  part  of  his  instruc- 
tions ;  interposing  a  caution  for  his  security  and  direction,  that,  as 
much  as  he  could,  he  would  leave  the  subject  free  for  his  (the  said 
Hastings's)  correction  of  it ;  and  would  instantly  inform  him  or 
the  board,  according  to  the  degree  of  its  importance,  with  hLs 
reasons  for  it. 

LVI. 

That  besides  the  institution  of  the  courts  of  justice,  as  before 
recited,  four  other  principal  objects  in  the  reformation  of  the  afeirs 
of  Oude  were  expressly  recommended  to  the  residents  Middleton 
and  Bristow,  and  mtist  be  understood  to  be  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  said  Hastings  must  have  meant  to  have  it  understood 
that  the  acting  minister  of  Oude  was  to  hold  his  employment, 
namely,  the  limitation  of  the  nabob's  personal  expenses ;  the 
reduction  of  the  nabob's  troops  in  number,  and  the  change  in 
arrangement ;  the  appointment  of  proper  collectors  for  the  reve- 
nues ;  and  the  appointment  of  proper  officers  for  all  parts  of  the 
executive  adminLstration. 

LVII. 

That  the  first  object,  namely,  that  of  the  limitation  of  the  nabob's 
personal  expenses,  and  separating  them  from  the  public  establish- 
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ments,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  state  as  the  first  and  fundamental 
part  of  his  regulation,  and  that  upon  which  all  the  others  would 
depend;  and  did  declare  "that  in  order  to  prevent  the  vizier's 
alliance  from  being  a  clog  instead  of  an  aid  to  the  company,  the 
most  essential  part  is  to  limit  and  separate  his  personal  disbursements 
from  the  public  accounts  :  they  must  not  exceed  what  he  has  received 
in  any  of  the  last  three  years."  And  as  to  the  public  treasury  and 
disbursements,  he  the  said  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  instructions, 
wholly  withdraw  them  from  the  personal  management  or  inter- 
ference of  the  nabob,  and  did  expressly  order  and  direct  "  that 
they  should  be  under  the  sole  management  of  the  ministers,  with 
the  resident's  concurrence."  And  on  the  appointment  of  the 
resident  Bristow  in  October,  1782,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  order 
and  direct  him  in  every  point  of  the  instructions  to  Middleton,  not 
revoked  or  qualified  by  his  then  instructions,  to  which  he  did 
require  his  [the  said  resident  Bristow's]  "  most  attentive  and  hteral 
obedience." 

LVIII. 
That  the  said  resident  Bristow  did,  in  consequence  of  the  renewal 
to  him  of  the  said  instructions  as  aforesaid,  endeavour  to  limit  and 
put  in  order  the  nabob's  expenses ;  but  he  was  in  that  particular 
traversed  and  counteracted,  and  in  the  end  wholly  defeated  by  the 
minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan.  And  though  the  obstructions  aforesaid, 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  given  to  Middleton,  and  to  him  the 
said  Bristow,  were  represented  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the 
resident  aforesaid,  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  no  kind 
of  support  to  the  said  resident,  or  take  any  steps  towards  enabling 
him,  the  said  resident,  to  effectuate  the  said  necessary  limitation  and 
distribution  of  expenses,  by  himself  the  said  Hastings  ordered  and 
prescribed ;  nor,  if  he  disapproved  the  proceedings  of  the  said  resi- 
dent, did  he  give  him  any  instruction  for  the  forbearance  of  the  same, 
or  for  the  exerting  his  duty  in  any  other  mode ;  nor  did  he  call  for 
any  illustration  from  him  of  any  thing  doubtful  in  his  correspondence, 
nor  state  to  him  any  complaint  made  privately  of  his  conduct,  in 
order  to  receive  thereon  an  explanation  ;  but  he  did  leave  him  to 
pursue,  at  his  discretion,  the  extensive  powers  before  described,  to 
effect  the  reformation  which  he  was  directed  to  accomplish  under 
the  responsibility  denounced  to  him  as  aforesaid,  if  he  should  fail 
therein,  as  he  was  supposed  to  be  substantially  invested  with  all  the 
powers  of  government. 

LIX. 

That  instead  of  the  said  support  or  instruction,  he  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  countenance,  or  more  probably  cause  or  direct,  a  repre- 
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sentation  to  be  made  to  him  by  the  acting  minister  of  the  nabob  of 
Oude,  complaining  grievously  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident 
aforesaid,  as  usurpations  on  the  nabob's  authority  and  indignities  on 
his  person.  And  although  he  the  said  Hastings  did  instruct  the 
resident  Bristow  to  inform  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan  that  he  would 
not  receive  from  the  nabob,  as  Ms,  letters  directed  by  the  spirit  of 
opposition,  but  should  consider  every  such  attempt,  as  his  [the 
minister's],  as  an  insult  on  our  government ;  yet  he  did  receive,  as 
Ms,  the  nabob's  own  letters,  and  as  written  from  the  impressions  on 
his  own  mind,  and  as  the  suggestions  of  his  own  judgment,  letters 
to  the  same  effect  as  those  written  by  the  minister,  although  he  had 
declared  upon  record  that  the  said  "  nabob  was  a  mere  cipher  in  his 
the  said  minister's  hands,''  and  "  that  he  had  dared  to  use  both  the 
nabob's  name,  and  even  his  seal,  affixed  to  letters  either  directed  to 
the  nabob,  or  written  as  from  him  without  his  knowledge ;"  and 
although  he  did  assert  or  record  as  aforesaid,  that  in  a  letter  which 
he  had  lately  received  from  the  nabob,  the  minister  had  the  pre- 
sumption to  make  the  nabob  declare  that  which  was  triie  to  be 
false ;  and  that  "  his  making  use  of  the  nabob  in  such  a  manner 
did  show  how  thin  the  veil  was  by  which  he  covered  Ms  ovm  acts  ; 
and  that  such  artifices  would  only  tend  to  make  them  the  more 
criminal  from   the  falsehood  and  duplicity  with  which  they  were 


LX. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  act  upon  the  letters  pretended  to  be 
written  by  the  nabob,  as  well  as  on  those  actually  written  by  the 
minister,  without  previously  communicating  the  matter  of  the  said 
complaint  to  the  said  resident,  and  did  give  credit  to  the  same ;  and 
coming  as  aforesaid  from  a  person  by  himself  (the  said  Hastings) 
charged  with  artifice,  falsehood,  and  dupUcity,  and  with  abusing  to 
his  own  evil  purposes  the  name  and  seal  of  his  master,  without  his 
knowledge,  and  without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  did  thereon  ground  an  accusation  against  the  said 
resident  Bristow,  before  the  board  at  Calcutta,  in  which  he  did 
represent  the  conduct  of  the  said  Bristow,  in  attempting  to  hmit 
the  household  expenses  of  the  nabob,  as  an  indignity  "  which  no  man 
living,  however  mean  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  condition  in 
it,  would  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  other,  but  with  the  want  or 
forfeiture  of  every  manly  principle."  And  he  did  further  accuse 
the  said  Bristow  for  that  in  his  proceedings  in  the  regulation  of  the 
nabob's  household  "  he  should  receive  to  himself,  or  ^Ir.  Cowper 
for  him,  or  a  treasurer  for  both  (for  the  arrangement  has  never 
been  well  defined)  the   money   assigned   for  the  support  of  the 
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nabob's  household  ;  issue  it  as  he  pleased,  not  to  the  nabob,  but  to 
the  menial  officers  of  his  household  ;  dispose  of  his  superfluous 
horses,  and  other  cattle;  determine  how  many  elephants  were 
necessary  to  the  state  of  the  vizier  of  the  empire  ;  the  number  of 
domestics  for  his  attendance;  and  pry  into  the  kitchen  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  victuals  which  ought  to  be 
dressed  in  it ;  control  the  accounts  of  these  disbursements  ;  and 
appropriate  to  his  own  use  (for  that  the  consequence  was  inevitable, 
if  he  chose  it)  the  residue  produced  by  those  economical  retrench- 
ments." 

LXI. 

That  the  said  charge  is  mahcious  and  insidious,  because  the 
attempt  to  introduce  proper  officers  for  the  management  of  house- 
hold expenses,  so  considerable,  that  the  said  Hastings  has  stated 
the  allotment  for  the  same  at  300,000^.  sterling  yearly,  and  that 
other  accounts  have  carried  it  to  400,000^.  sterling  and  upwards, 
and  to  keep  proper  and  regular  accounts  thereof,  was  a  necessary 
regulation,  and  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  the  nabob,  and  by  no 
means  a  degradation  either  of  his  person  or  authority,  which  was 
specially  provided  for  in  the  regulations,  as  no  expense  could  be 
incurred  but  by  his  own  personal  warrant  under  his  sign  nianual ; 
nor  doth  there  appear  therein  any  thing  but  what  is  of  absolute 
necessity  to  prevent  embezzlement  to  his  prejudice.  And  the  said 
Hastings  hath  declared,  in  the  5th  article  of  the  instructions  to  the 
said  resident,  that  no  administration  can  be  properly  conducted 
without  regular  offices ;  and  that  in  the  whole  province  of  Oude 
"  there  was  not  one,  the  whole  being  engrossed  by  the  minister ;"  of 
which  minister,  in  the  fourteenth  article,  he  declares  his  suspicion 
that  the  nabob  did  not  receive  the  whole  and  punctual  payment  of 
the  sum  assigned  for  the  purpose  of  the  household,  but  that  some 
part  had  been  by  him  withheld  from  the  nabob ;  and  that,  from 
private  information  he  had  lately  received,  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  this  was  actually  the  case.  And  the  said  Hastings  well  knew 
that  the  nabob's  household  had  been  ill  conducted  ;  that  the  allow- 
ances of  his  servants  had  not  been  paid ;  that  his  distress  was 
scandalous ;  and  that  his  nearest  relations  were  in  a  famishing  con- 
dition :  and  the  said  Hastings  did  also  well  know  that  the  house- 
hold of  the  nabob  was  provided  for  or  neglected,  not  at  his  own 
discretion,  but  at  that  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan  ;  and  he  did, 
in  the  fourteenth  article  aforesaid,  instruct  the  resident  Bristow  to 
show  every  ostensible  and  external  mark  of  respect  to  the  nabob,  in 
order  to  induce  him  to  become  himself  the  mover  of  every  act 
necessary  for  the  advancing  of  his  own  interests,  and  the  discharge 
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of  his  debts  to  the  company,  declaring  "  that  they  never  could  be 
effected  while  the  minister  retained  that  ascendancy  over  him 
which  he  at  present  holds  by  the  means  of  a  nearer  and  more 
private  intercourse,  and  by  affecting  to  be  the  mediator  of  his 
rights  against  the  claims  of  our  government." — And  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  further  well  know  that  there  was  no  way  of  ascertaining 
the  payment  of  the  assignments  for  the  nabob's  household,  either 
for  the  general  purposes  of  their  destination,  or  to  the  particular 
objects  to  which  they  ought  to  be  apphed,  without  regular  offices  of 
receipt  and  of  account,  which  might  prevent  the  said  minister 
Hyder  Beg  Khan,  or  the  British  resident,  or  any  other,  from 
embezzling  or  misapplying  the  same.  But  the  total  want  of  offices 
aforesaid  in  every  department  of  government  did  furnish  occasion 
of  concealing  all  frauds,  clandestine  presents,  or  pensions  to  a 
governor-general,  commander-in-chief,  or  other  servant  of  the 
company. 

LXII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  pretend  so  deep  a 
concern  for  the  indignities  supposed  to  be  suffered  by  the  nabob 
merely  in  the  limitation  and  regulation  of  unnecessary  expenses 
relative  to  his  kitchen,  domestics,  &c.  did  show  no  attention  or  com- 
passion to  the  said  nabob,  when  in  the  year  1779  the  said  nabob 
represented,  that  the  pensions  of  his  old  servants  for  thirty  years,  the 
expenses  of  his  family  and  kitchen,  together  with  the  jaghires  of  his 
grandmother,  mother,  and  aunts,  and  of  his  brothers  and  dependants 
given  for  their  support,  were  not  regulated^  but  stopped. 

LXIII. 

That  the  other  articles  of  regulation,  namely,  the  reform  of  the 
troops  in  number  and  in  arrangement,  the  appointment  of  proper 
collectors  for  the  revenues,  and  the  general  constitution  of  officers 
for  the  executive  administration,  were  in  like  manner  totally  defeated 
by  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan.  And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive 
a  charge  from  him,  and  did  adopt  it  as  his  own,  representing  the 
endeavours  of  the  resident  to  act  in  the  regulations  aforesaid 
agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  his  instructions,  and  in  confidence  of  the 
powers  vested  in,  and  the  responsibility  imposed  upon,  him  the  said 
resident,  as  usurpations  of  the  authority  and  prerogative  of  the 
nabob ;  and  he  the  said  Hastings  did  make  criminal  charges  thereon 
against  the  said  resident  Bristow,  of  which  charges  the  council 
board  did,  on  hearing  the  same,  and  the  defence  of  the  said  Bristow, 
fully  acquit  him. 
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LXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  abetting  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  a  person 
described  by  him  as  aforesaid,  in  his  opposition  to  all  the  plans  of 
necessary  reformation  proposed  by  the  said  Hastings  himself,  and 
having  suggested  no  other  whatever  in  lieu  thereof,  to  answer  the 
purposes,  for  which  he  had  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for 
the  interference  of  the  resident  in  every  branch  of  the  nabob's 
government,  did  thereby  frustrate  every  one  of  the  good  ends  pro- 
posed by  him  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chunar,  and  did  grossly  abuse 
his  trust  in  giving  the  exorbitant  powers  before  recited,  and  asserting 
them  to  exist  in  the  British  resident,  without  suffering  them  even 
in  appearance  to  answer  any  of  the  proper  and  justifiable  ends,  for 
which  any  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  exist  in  any  govern- 
ment. 

LXV. 

That  there  is  just  ground  to  violently  presume,  that  not  only  the 
letters  in  the  name  of  the  nabob  aforesaid  were  dictated  to  him  by 
his  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  in  whose  hands  the  said  Hastings 
has  described  his  master  to  be  "  a  mere  cipher,  &c."  but  which 
Hyder  Beg  was  the  known  instrument  of  the  said  Hastings ;  but 
that  the  conduct  and  letters  of  complaint  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
were  in  effect  and  substance  prescribed  and  dictated  to  him  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  or  his  secret  agent.  Palmer,  by  his  direc- 
tion ;  because  it  is  notorious,  that  the  powers  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
were  solely  supported  by  him  the  said  Hastings,  who  according  to 
the  state  of  favour  or  displeasure  in  which  he  stood,  hath  frequently 
promised  him  support,  or  threatened  him  with  dismission  and 
punishment ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  thought,  that  he  would 
take  so  material  a  step  as  to  oppose  the  company's  resident,  acting 
under  the  instructions  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  and 
to  accuse  him  with  so  much  confidence,  and  in  a  manner  so  different 
from  the  usual  style  of  supplication  on  all  other  occasions  employed 
by  that  court,  if  he  had  not  been  previously  well  assured,  that  his 
writing  in  that  manner  would  be  pleasing  to  the  person,  upon  whom 
he  solely  depended  for  his  power,  his  fortune,  and  perhaps  for  his 
life.  Secondly,  because  when  it  suited  the  purposes  of  the  said 
Hastings  on  a  former  occasion,  that  is,  in  the  year  1784,  to  remove 
the  resident  Bristow  aforesaid  from  his  office,  a  letter  from  the  nabob 
was  laid  before  the  council  board  at  Calcutta,  proposing,  that  in  order 
to  prevent  the  effects  of  the  said  Bristow's  application  to  Europe 
for  redress,  the  said  Hastings  should  send  him  draughts  of  letters, 
which  he  the  said  nabob  would  write  in  his  own  name  and  character 
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to  the  king,  to  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  to  the  court  of  directors, 
expressing  himself,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  in  the  words  following, 
viz.  "  to  prevent  his  [Bristow's]  applying  to  Europe,  send  me,  if 
you  think  proper,  the  draughts  of  letters,  which  I  may  write  to  the 
king,  the  vizier,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  company."  Thirdly,  that 
though  the  said  Hastings,  and  his  secret  agent  Palmer,  did  pretend 
and  positively  assert  that  they  had  no  share  in  the  letters  aforesaid 
from  the  nahob  and  his  minister,  there  was  an  original  note  to  the 
nabob's  letters  of  accusation,  referring  to  distinct  parts  and  spe- 
cified numbers  of  the  agent  Palmer's  secret  correspondence  with 
the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  and  the  said  letter,  with  the  said  refer- 
ence, was,  through  inadvertence,  laid  before  the  board. 


LXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  thrown  the  government 
of  Oude  into  great  confusion  and  distress,  and  thereby  prevented 
the  discharge  of  the  debt,  or  pretended  debt,  to  the  company,  did, 
by  all  the  said  intrigues,  machinations,  and  charges,  aim  at  the 
filling  the  said  office  of  resident  at  Oude  with  his  own  dependants 
or  by  himself  personally,  as  it  appears  that  he  did  first  propose  to 
place  in  the  said  office  his  secret  agent.  Palmer,  and  that  after- 
wards, when  he  was  not  able  to  succeed  therein,  he  did  propose 
nominally  to  abolish  the  said  office,  but  in  effect  to  fill  it  by  himself; 
proposing  to  the  council,  and  rendering  himself  responsible  (but 
not  in  fortune)  for  the  payment  of  the  company's  debt  within  a 
certain  given  time,  if  he  were  permitted  and  commissioned  by  the 
council  to  act  for  the  board  in  that  province ;  and  did  inform  them 
that  he  was  privately  well  assured,  that  in  a  few  days  he  should 
receive  an  invitation  to  that  effect ;  and  he  did  state  (as  in  the  year 
1781  he  had  stated  as  a  reason  for  his  former  delegation),  "that 
the  state  of  the  country  was  so  disordered  in  its  revenue  and  ad- 
ministration, and  the  credit  and  influence  of  the  nabob  himself  so 
much  shook  by  the  late  usurpation  of  his  authority,  and  the  con- 
tests which  attended  it,  as  to  require  the  accession  of  an  extraneous 
aid  to  restore  the  powers,  and  to  reanimate  the  constitution,  of  his 
government ;"  although  he  the  said  Hastings  did  for  a  long  time 
before  attribute  the  weakness  of  his  government  to  an  extraneous 
interference.  And  the  said  council,  on  his  engagement  aforesaid, 
did  consent  thereto  ;  and  he  did  accordingly  receive  a  commission, 
enabling  him  to  act  in  the  affairs  of  Oude,  not  only  as  the  resident 
might  have  done,  but  as  largely  as  the  council-general  might  legally 
delegate  their  own  powers, 
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LXVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  accepting  the  said  com- 
mission, did  subject  his  character  and  the  reputation  of  his  office  to 
great  imputations  and  suspicions,  by  taking  upon  himself  an  inferior 
office,  out  of  which  another  had  upon  his  intrigues  been  removed 
by  a  perpetual  obstruction,  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
perform  his  duty,  or  to  obey  his  instructions  ;  and  he  did  increase 
the  said  grounded  suspicions  by  exercising  that  office  in  a  govern- 
ment from  whence  it  was  notorious  he  had  himself  received  an 
unlawful  gift  and  present  from  the  ministers,  and  in  which  he  had 
notoriously  suffered  many,  and  had  himself  actually  directed  some, 
acts  of  peculation  by  granting  various  pensions  and  emoluments  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  revenue  of  a  distressed  country,  which  he  was 
not  authorized  to  grant. 

LXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  proceed  unto  the  said  pro- 
vince of  Oude  under  colour  of  providing  a  remedy  for  the  disorders 
described  to  be  existing  in  the  same,  and  for  the  recovery  of  the 
company's  pretended  debt.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who 
had  thought  fit  to  recall  the  company''s  resident  appointed  to  that 
office  by  the  court  of  directors,  and  to  suspend  his  office,  did  not- 
withstanding, of  his  own  choice  and  selection,  and  on  his  own  mere 
authority,  take  with  him  in  his  progress  a  large  retinue,  "  and  a 
numerous  society  of  English  gentlemen,  to  compose  his  family," 
which  he  represents  as  necessary ;  although  in  a  letter  from  that 
very  place,  to  which  he  took  that  very  numerous  society,  he  informs 
the  court  of  directors  "  that  his  own  consequence,  and  that  of  the 
nation  he  represents,  are  independent  of  show;"  and  after  his 
arrival  there  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  write  from 
Lucknow,  the  capital  of  that  province,  a  letter  dated  the  30th  of 
April,  1784,  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  which  are  several  parti- 
culars to  the  following  purport  or  tenor,  and  which  he  points  out 
to  the  directors  "  to  be  circumstances  of  no  trivial  information," 
namely,  "  that  he  had  found  that  the  lands  in  that  province,  as  well 
as  in  some  parts  more  immediately  under  the  company,  have 
suffered  in  a  grievous  manner,  being  completely  exhausted  of  their 
natural  moisture  by  the  total  failure  of  one  entire  season  of  the 
periodical  rains,"  with  a  few  exceptions  which  were  produced  only 
"  by  the  uncommon  labour  of  the  husbandman."  And  in  a  letter 
to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  council-general,  from 
Benares,  the  20th  of  September,  1784,  he  says,  that  "the  puhlic 
revenues  had  decUned  with  the  failure  of  the  cultivation  in  three  sue- 
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cessive  yean  ;  and  all  the  stores  of  grain  which  the  providence  of 
the  husbandman  (as  he  was  informed  is  their  custom),  in  defiance  of 
the  vigilamce  of  the  aumils  [collectors],  clandestinely  reserved  for 
their  ovm  use,  were  of  course  exhausted,  in  which  state  no  person 
would  accept  of  the  charge  of  the  collections  on  a  positive  engage- 
ment, nor  did  the  rain  fall  till  the  1 0th  of  July." — And  in  another 
letter  dated  from  Benares,  the  1st  of  October  following,  he  repeats 
the  same  accounts  ;  and  that  the  "  country  could  not  bear  further 
additions  of  expense ;  that  it  had  no  inlets  of  trade  to  supply  the 
issues  that  were  made  from  it "  [the  exceptions  stated  there  being 
inconsiderable] ;  "  therefore  every  rupee  which  is  drawn  into  your 
treasury  [the  company's],  from  its  circulation  will  accelerate  the 
period  at  which  its  ability  must  cease  to  pay  even  the  stipulated 
subsidy.''''  Notwithstanding  this  state  of  the  country,  of  which  he 
was  well  apprized  before  he  left  Calcutta,  and  the  poverty  and  dis- 
tress of  the  prince  having  been  frequently  but  in  vain  represented 
to  him,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  forbear  his  oppressive  exactions, 
he  did,  in  order  to  furnish  the  council  with  a  colour  for  permitting 
him  to  recall  the  company's  resident,  and  to  exercise  the  whole 
powers  of  the  company  in  his  own  person,  without  any  check  what- 
soever, or  witness  of  his  proceedings,  except  the  persons  of  his  own 
private  choice,  make  the  express  and  positive  engagement  aforesaid, 
which,  if  understood  of  a  real  and  substantial  discharge  of  debt  for 
the  relief  of  the  total  of  the  company's  finances,  was  grossly  falla- 
cious ;  because  at  the  very  time  he  must  have  been  perfectly 
sensible  that,  in  the  then  state  of  the  revenues  and  country  of  Oude 
(which  are  in  effect  the  company's  revenues,  and  the  company's 
country),  the  debt,  or  pretended  debt  aforesaid,  asserted  to  be 
about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  thereabouts,  could  not  be 
paid  without  contracting  another  debt  at  an  usurious  interest, 
without  encroaching  on  the  necessary  establishments,  or  on  private 
property,  or  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  or  without  grievous  oppression 
of  the  country,  or  all  these  together.  And  it  doth  appear  that  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  towards  the  said  payment  of  debts  was 
borrowed  at  Calcutta  by  the  nabob's  agent  there,  but  at  what 
interest  is  not  known.  It  appears  also  that  other  sums  were 
borrowed  for  arrear  of  the  interest,  on  which  40,000^.  sterling 
appears  in  the  company's  claims  for  the  current  year,  and  that 
various  deductions  were  made  from  the  jaghires  restored  to  the 
begums,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  nabob's  family ;  and  it  did 
and  doth  appear,  that  an  arrear  is  still  due  to  the  old  and  new 
brigade,  but  whether  the  same  be  growing  or  not,  doth  not  appear ; 
yet  he  hath  not  hesitated  to  assert,  that  he  had  "provided  for  the 
complete  discharge  in  one  year  of  a  debt  contracted  by  the  accumu- 
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lation  of  many,  and  from  a  country  whose  resources  have  been 
wasted  and  dissipated  by  three  successive  years  of  drought,  and 
one  of  anarchy."  But  the  said  Hastings  never  did  even  realize  the 
payments  to  be  made  in  the  first  year  (as  he  confesses  in  the  said 
letter)  except  by  an  anticipation  of  the  second ;  and  though  he 
states  in  his  letter  aforesaid  the  following  facts  and  engagements, 
that  is  to  say,  ^^that  a  recovery  of  so  large  a  part  of  yo\(,r  froferty 
[the  company's]  will  aiford  a  seasonable  and  substantial  relief  to 
the  necessities  of  your  government,  and  enable  it  (for  such  is  my 
confident  hope)  to  hegin  on  the  reduction  of  your  debt  at  interest 
before  the  conclusion  of  this  year  (I  mean  the  year  of  this  compu- 
tation)." Whereas  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  apply  the  whole 
produce  of  the  revenue  to  the  mere  pay  of  some  part  of  the  British 
army  in  Oude ;  and  did  not  mention  in  his  correspondence  that  he 
had  remitted  any  money  whatsoever  to  Calcutta,  nor  to  any  other 
place  (except  the  fifty  thousand  pounds  taken  from  Almas  Ali 
Khan,  and  said  to  be  remitted  to  Surat),  for  the  said  "  substantial 
relief,"  in  consequence  of  the  said  pretended  "recovery  of  pro- 
perty," admitting  that  it  had  been  suggested  to  him  and  not  by 
him  denied,  that  he  had  "  disappointed  the  popular  expectation  by 
not  adopting  the  policy  which  he  had,  on  the  conception  of  better 
grounds,  rejected ;  nor  did  he  begin  the  reduction  of  the  interest 
debt "  at  the  time  stated,  nor  at  any  time  ;  but  the  whole  (he  well 
knowing  the  state  of  the  country  from  whence  the  resources  afore- 
said were  by  him  promised)  was  a  premeditated  deceit  and  imposi- 
tion on  the  board  of  council,  his  colleagues,  and  on  the  court  of 
directors,  his  masters. 

LXIX. 

That  no  traces  of  regulation  appear  to  have  been  adopted  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  during  his  residence  at  Lucknow  in  con- 
formity to  the  spirit  and  intentions  of  the  treaty  of  Ohunar,  or  of 
his  instructions  to  Middleton  and  Bristow,  or  of  the  proposed  objects 
of  his  own  commission.  But  he  did,  in  lieu  thereof,  pretend  to  free 
the  nabob's  government  from  the  interference  of  the  company's  ser- 
vants, and  the  usurpation  (as  he  called  it)  of  a  resident,  and  thereby 
to  restore  it  to  its  proper  tone  and  energy  ;  whereas  the  measures 
he  took  were  such  as  to  leave  no  useful  or  responsible  superin- 
tendence in  the  British,  and  no  freedom  in  the  nabob's  government  • 
for  he  did  confirm  the  sole,  unparticipated,  and  entire  administra- 
tion, with  all  the  powers  annexed  to  the  government  on  the 
minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  to  whom  he  prevailed  on  the  nabob 
vizier  to  commit  the  entire  charge  of  his  revenues,  although  he  knew 
that  his  master  was  a  cipher  in  his  hands  ;  that  he  "had  affixed 
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his  seal  to  letters  written  without  his  knowledge,  and  such  as 
evidently  tended  to  promote  Hyder  Beg  Khan's  influence  and  inte- 
rest ;"  that  his  said  master  did  not  consider  him  as  a  minister  of 
his  choice,  but  as  an  instrument  of  his  degradation;  that  "he 
exists  as  a  minister  by  his  dependence  on  the  Calcutta  government ; 
and  that  the  nabob  himself  had  no  other  opinion  of  him  :  that  it  is 
by  its  declared  and  most  obvious  support  alone,  that  he  could 
maintain  his  authority  and  influence."  And  in  his  instructions 
to  his  secret  agent.  Major  Palmer,  dated  6th  of  May,  1782,  to 
ease  his  mind,  and  remove  his  jealousy  with  regard  to  British  inter- 
ference, he  did  instruct  him,  "  that  much  delicacy  and  caution  will 
be  required  in  your  declarations  on  this  subject,  lest  they  should 
be  construed  to  extend  to  an  immediate  change  in  the  administra- 
tion of  his  afiairs,  or  the  instruments  of  it.  Their  persons  must  be 
considered  as  sacred  while  they  act  with  the  participation  of  our 
influence.  This  distinction  the  nabob  understands ;  nor  will  it  be 
either  necessary  or  proper  to  allude  to  it,  unless  he  himself  should 
first  introduce  the  subject."  And  the  said  Hastings  did  assume, 
as  to  a  dependant  of  the  lowest  order,  to  prescribe  to  him  the  con- 
ditions on  which  he  is  to  hold  his  place ;  to  threaten  him  with 
scrutinies  into  his  conduct,  with  dismission,  with  punishment ;  that 
he  was  guilty  of  falsehood  and  duplicity ;  and  that  he  had  made  his 
master  assert  what  was  true  to  be  false ;  that  he  suspected  he  had 
withheld  from  his  master  what  he  ought  to  have  paid  to  him — that 
the  event  of  his  having  prevailed  on  the  nabob  to  intrust  him  as 
aforesaid  was,  according  to  his  the  said  Hastings's  own  letter, 
■\vritten  to  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan  himself,  "  an  accumulation  of 
distress,  debasement,  and  dissatisfaction  to  the  nabob,  and  of  dis- 
appointment and  disgrace  to  me.  Every  measure,  which  he  had 
himself  proposed,  and  to  which  he  had  solicited  my  assistance,  has 
been  so  conducted  as  to  give  him  cause  of  displeasure ;  there  are 
no  officers  established,  by  which  his  affairs  could  be  regularly 
conducted ;  mean,  incapable,  and  indigent  men  have  been  appointed 
aumils  of  the  districts  without  authority,  and  without  the  means  of 
personal  protection;  some  of  them  have  been  murdered  by  the 
zemindars,  and  those  zemindars,  instead  of  punishment,  have 
been  permitted  to  retain  their  zemindaries  with  independent 
authority ;  all  the  other  zemindars  suffered  to  rise  up  in  rebelHon, 
and  to  insult  the  authority  of  the  sircar,  without  any  attempt  made 
to  suppress  them  ;  and  the  company's  debt,  instead  of  being  dis- 
charged by  the  assignments,  and  extraordinary  sources  of  money 
provided  for  that  purpose,  is  likely  to  exceed  even  the  amount,  at 
which  it  stood  at  the  time,  in  which  the  arrangement  with  his 
excellency  was  concluded.     The  growth  of  these  evils  was  early  made 
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known  to  me,  and  their  effects  foreboded  in  the  same  order  and  manner 
as  they  have  since  come  to  pass.  In  such  a  state  of  calamity  and 
disgrace,  I  can  no  longer  remain  a  passive  spectator ;  nor  would  it 
be  becoming  to  conceal  my  sentiments,  or  qualify  the  expression  of 
them.  I  now  plainly  tell  you,  that  you  are  answerable  for  every 
misfortune  and  defect  of  the  nabob  vizier's  government." — And 
after  giving  orders,  and  expressing  some  hopes  of  better  behaviour, 
he  adds,  "  if  I  am  disappointed,  you  will  impose  on  me  the  painful 
and  humiliating  necessity  of  acknowledging  to  him  that  I  have  been 
deceived,  and  of  recommending  the  examination  of  your  conduct  to 
his  justice,  both  for  the  redress  of  his  own  and  the  company's 
grievances,  and  for  the  injury  sustained  by  both  in  their  mutual 
connexion.  Do  not  reply  to  me,  that  what  I  have  written  is  from 
the  suggestion  of  your  enemies ;  nor  imagine  that  I  have  induced 
myself  to  write  in  such  plain  and  declaratory  terms,  without  a  clear 
insight  into  all  the  consequences  of  it,  and  a  fixed  determination 
upon  them." 

LXX. 

That  the  aforesaid  being  the  tenor  of  the  power  of  the  said 
minister,  and  such  his  character,  as  given  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  himself,  who  did  originally  compel  the  nabob  to  receive 
him,  who  did  constantly  support  him  against  the  nabob  his  master, 
as  well  as  against  the  company's  resident; — the  delivering  over  to 
such  a  person  his  master,  his  family,  his  country,  and  the  care  of 
the  British  interests  therein,  without  control  or  pubhc  inspection, 
was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor. 

LXXI. 

That  the  next  person  whom  the  said  Hastings  did  invest  with 
power  in  the  said  country,  was  a  certain  opulent  and  powerful 
native  manager  of  revenue,  called  Almas  Ali  Khan,  closely  connected 
with  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  and  to  whom  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
Khan,  as  the  said  Hastings  has  admitted,  "  had  intrusted  the  greatest 
part  of  his  revenues,  without  any  pledge  or  security  for  his 
fidelity."  ^  And  afterwards  the  said  Hastings  charges  the  said 
Almas  Ali  with  an  intention  of  removing  from  the  nabob's  dominions ; 
he  states,  "as  taking  with  him,"  and  therefore  being  possessed  of 
"an  immense  treasure,  the  fruits  of  his  embezzlements  and  oppres- 
sions, and  an  army  raised  for  its  protection." 

LXXII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  im- 
pressed with  the  evil  character,  dangerous  designs,  and  immoderate 
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power  of  the  said  Almas  Ali ;  that  he  did  msert,  among  his  instruc- 
tions to  the  resident  Bristow,  an  order  of  a  dangerous  and  unwar- 
rantable nature,  in  which  upon  his,  the  said  Hastings's,  simple 
allegation  of  oifences,  not  accurately  described  or  specified  with 
regard  either  to  the  fact,  the  nature  of  the  offence,  or  the  proof, 
he  was  required  to  urge  the  nabob  to  put  him  to  death,  with  many 
quahfications  in  the  said  instructions,  full  of  fraud  and  duplicity, 
calculated  to  ensnare  the  said  resident  Bristow,  and  to  throw  upon 
him  the  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khan, 
if  he  should  continue  at  large  contrary  to  his  orders,  or  to  subject 
him,  the  said  resident,  to  the  shame  and  scandal  of  apprehend- 
ing and  putting  him  to  death  by  means  which,  in  the  circumstances, 
must  necessarily  be  such  as  would  be  construed  into  treachery ; 
he  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khan  being  from  nature  and  situation 
suspicious  and  watchful,  and  being  at  that  very  time  in  the  collec- 
tion, or  farmer  of  the  most  important  part  of  the  revenues,  with  an 
extensive  jurisdiction  annexed,  and  at  the  head  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand of  his  own  troops ;  and  having  been  recently  accepted  by  the 
resident  Middleton  as  security  for  large  sums  of  money  advanced  by 
the  bankers  of  Benares  to  the  use  of  the  East  India  Company; 
which  orders  (if  the  said  resident  would  or  could  have  executed 
them)  must  have  raised  an  universal  alarm  among  all  the  consider- 
able men  of  the  country  concerned  in  the  government,  and  would 
have  been  a  means  of  subverting  the  public  credit  of  the  company 
by  the  murder  of  a  person  engaged  for  very  great  sums  of  money, 
that  had  been  advanced  for  their  use. — And  the  said  instructions 
are  as  followeth : 

"  If  any  engagement  shall  actually  subsist  between  them  at  the 
time  you  have  charge  of  the  residency,  it  must,  however  excep- 
tionable, be  faithfully  observed ;  but  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  any 
criminal  offence  to  the  nabob,  his  master,  for  which  no  immunity 
is  provided  in  the  engagement,  or  he  shall  break  any  one  of  the 
conditions  of  it,  I  do  most  strictly  enjoin  you,  and  it  must  be  your 
special  care  to  endeavour,  either  by  force  or  surprise,  to  secure  his 
person  and  bring  him  to  justice.  By  bringing  him  to  justice  I 
mean  that  you  urge  the  nabob,  on  due  conviction,  to  punish  him 
with  death,  as  a  necessary  example  to  deter  others  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  hke  crimes ;  nor  must  you  desist  till  this  is  effected. 
I  cannot  prescribe  the  means ;  but  to  guard  myself  against  the 
obloquy  to  which  I  may  be  exposed  by  a  forced  misconstruction 
of  this  order  by  those  who  may  hereafter  be  employed  in  searching 
our  records  for  cavils  and  informations  against  me,  I  think  it 
proper  to  forbid  and  protest  against  the  use  of  any  fraudulent 
artifice  or  treachery  to  accomplish  the  end  which  I  have  prescribed; 
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and  as  you  alone  are  privy  to  the  order,  you  will  of  course  observe 
the  greatest  secrecy,  that  it  may  not  transpire :  but  I  repeat  my 
recommendation  of  it,  as  one  of  the  first  and  most  essential  duties 
of  your  ofiBce." 

LXXIII. 

That  among  the  reasons  assigned  for  putting  to  death  the  said 
Almas  Ali,  vphich  the  said  Hastings  did  recommend  directly  and 
repeatedly  to  the  resident,  "  as  one  of  the  first  and  most  essential 
duties  of  his  office,"  was  in  substance,  "  that  by  his  extensive  trust 
with  regard  to  the  revenues  he  had  been  permitted  to  acquire 
independency ;  that  the  means  thereof  had  been  long  seen,  and  the 
effects  thereof  foretold  by  every  person  acquainted  with  the  state 
of  government,  except  those  immediately  interested  in  it;"  and  he, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  also  charge  the  said  Almas  Ali 
with  embezzlement  of  the  revenues,  and  oppression  of  the  people ; 
and  nothing  appears  to  disprove  the  same,  but  much  to  give  ground 
to  a  presumption  that  the  said  Almas  Ali  did  grievously  abuse  the 
power  committed  to  him,  as  farmer  and  collector  of  the  revenue, 
to  the  great  oppression  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  which 
had  been  rented  to  him  by  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  -with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

LXXIV. 

That  the  resident  Bristow,  declining  the  violent  attempt  on  the 
life  of  Almas  Ali  deceitfully  ordered  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
did  on  weighty  reasons,  drawn  from  the  spirit  of  the  said  Hast- 
ings's own  instructions,  recommend  that  his,  the  said  Almas  Ali 
Khan's  farms  of  revenue,  or  a  great  part  of  them,  should  be  on 
the  expiration  of  his  lease  taken  out  of  his  hands,  as  being  too 
extensive,  and  supplying  the  means  of  a  dangerous  power  in  the 
country;  but  yet  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  not  only  continue 
him  in  the  possession  of  the  said  revenue,  but  did  give  to  him  a 
new  lease  thereof  for  the  term  of  five  years.  And  on  this  renova- 
tion and  increase  of  trust  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  con- 
sent to  produce  the  informer,  upon  whose  credit  he  had  made  his 
charge  of  capital  crimes  on  the  said  Almas  Ali,  and  had  directed 
him  to  be  put  to  death,  or  call  upon  him  to  make  good  his  charges ; 
but  instead  of  this,  totally  changing  his  relation  to  the  said  Almas 
Ali,  did  himself  labour  to  procure  from  all  parts  attestations  to 
prove  him  not  guilty  of  the  perfidy  and  disloyalty,  of  which  the 
said  Hastings  himself  appears  to  have  been  to  that  very  time  his 
sole  accuser,  as  he  hath  since  been  his  most  anxious  advocate  ;  but 
though  he  did  use  many  endeavours  to  acquit  Almas  Ali  of  his 
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intended  flight,  yet  concerning  his  embezzlements  and  oppressions, 
the  most  important  of  all  charges  relative  to  that  of  the  revenue 
and  collection,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  made  no  inquiry  what- 
ever ;  by  which  it  might  appear  that  he  was  not  as  fully  guilty 
thereof  as  he  had  always  represented  him  to  be.  But  some  time 
after  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  arrived  at  Lucknow,  in  the 
year  1784,  he  suggested  to  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khan  the  advance 
to  the  company's  use  of  a  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  or  thereabouts  ;  and  the  said  suggested  advance  was 
(as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  asserts,  no  witness  or  document 
of  the  transaction  appearing)  "  cheerfully  and  without  hesitation 
complied  with,  considering  it  as  an  evidence  seasondbli/  offered  for 
the  general  refutation  of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  disloyalty ;" — 
which  practice  of  charging  wealthy  persons  with  treason  and  dis- 
loyalty, and  afterwards  acquitting  them  on  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money,  is  highly  scandalous  to  the  honour,  jastice,  and  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  offence  is  highly  aggravated  by 
the  said  Hastings's  declaration  to  the  court  of  directors  that  the 
charges  against  Almas  Ali  Khan  had  been  too  laboriously  urged 
against  him ;  and  carried  at  one  time  to  such  an  excess,  as  had 
nearly  driven  him  to  abandon  his  country  '■^  for  the  preservation  of 
his  lAfe  and  honour ;"  and  thus  to  give  a  "  colour  to  the  charges 
themselves,"  when  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  well  know 
that  he  himself  did  consider  as  a  crime,  and  did  make  it  an  article 
in  a  formal  accusation  against  the  resident  Middleton  that  he  did 
not  inform  him,  the  said  Hastings,  of  the  supposed  treasons  of 
Almas  Ali  Khan,  and  of  his  design  to  abandon  the  countrj',  when 
he  himself  did  most  laboriously  urge  the  charges  against  him ;  and 
when  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been  made  against  the  life  of  the 
said  Almas  Ali  Khan,  except  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself. 

LXXV. 

That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  thereabouts, 
publicly  taken  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  an  advance  for  the 
use  of  the  company,  if  given  as  a  consideration  or  fine,  on  account 
of  the  renewal  for  a  long  term  of  civil  authority  and  mihtary  com- 
mand, and  the  collection  of  the  revenues  to  an  immense  amount, 
the  same  being  at  least  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling 
yearly,  was  so  totally  inadequate  to  the  interest  granted,  that  it 
may  justly  be  presumed  it  was  not  on  that,  or  on  any  public  ground 
or  condition,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  delegate,  out  of  all  reach 
of  resumption  or  correction,  a  lease  of  boundless  power  and  enor- 
mous profit,  for  so  long  a  term,  to  a  known  oppressor  of  the 
country. 
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That  Warren  Hastings  being  at  Lucknow  in  consequence  of  his 
deputation  aforesaid,  did,  in  his  letter  from  that  city,  dated  ^  30th 
of  April,  1784,  recommend  to  the  court  of  directors,  "  as  his  last 
and  ultimate  hope,  that  their  wisdom  would  put  a,  final  period  to  the 
ruinous  and  disreputable  system  of  interference,  whether  avowed  or 
secret,  in  the  affairs  of  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  and  withdraw  for  ever 
the  influence  by  which  it  is  maintained ;"  and  that  they  ought  to 
confine  their  views  to  the  sole  maintenance  of  the  old  brigade 
stationed  in  Oude  by  virtue  of  the  first  treaty  with  the  reigning 
nabob ;  expressing  himself  in  the  following  words  to  the  court  of 
directors :  "  If  you  transgress  that  line,  you  may  extend  the  dis- 
tribution of  patronage,  and  add  to  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  and  to 
the  nominal  riches  of  Great  Britain ;  but  your  own  interest  will 
suffer  by  it ;  and  the  ruin  of  a  great  and  once  flourishing  nation  will 
be  recorded  as  the  worl  of  your  administration,  toith  an  everlasting 
reproach  to  the  British  name.  To  this  reasoning  I  shall  join  the 
obligations  of  justice  and  good  faith,  which  cut  off  every  pretext  for 
your  exercising  any  power  or  authority  in  this  country,  as  long  as  the 
sovereign  of  it  fulfils  the  engagements  he  has  articled  with  you." 

LXXVII. 

That  it  appears,  by  the  extraordinary  recommendation  aforesaid, 
asserted  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  to  be  enforced  by  the  "  obliga- 
tions of  justice  and  good  faith,"  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at 
the  time  of  writing  the  said  letter,  had  made  an  agreement  to  with- 
draw the  British  interference,  represented  by  him  "  as  a  ruinous 
and  disreputable  system,"  out  of  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of 
Oude.  But  the  instrument  itself,  in  which  the  said  agreement  is 
made,  (if  at  all  existing,)  does  not  appear ;  nor  hath  the  said  Hast- 
ings transmitted  any  documents  relative  to  the  said  treaty,  which 
is  a  neglect  highly  criminal ;  especially  as  he  has  informed  the 
company,  in  his  letter  from  Benares,  "  that  he  has  promised  the 
nabob  that  he  will  not  abandon  him  to  the  chance  of  any  other  mode 
of  relation ;  and  most  confidently  given  him  assurance  of  the  ratifi- 
cation and  confirmation  of  that,  which  he  [the  said  Hastings]  had 
established  between  his  government  and  the  company ;"  the  said 
confident  assurance  being  given  to  an  agreement  never  produced,  and 
made  without  any  sort  of  authority  from  the  court  of  directors ;  an 
agreement,  precluding  on  the  one  hand  the  operation  of  the  discre- 
tion of  his  masters  in  the  conduct  of  their  affairs,  or,  on  the  other, 
subjecting  them  to  the  hazard  of  an  imputation  on  their  faith,  by 
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breaking  an  engagement  confidently  made  in  their  name,  though 
without  their  consent,  by  the  first  officer  of  their  government. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  preclude  the  operation  of  such 
discretionary  conduct  in  the  administration  of  this  kingdom,  as  cir- 
cumstances might  call  for,  has  informed  the  directors,  that  he  has 
gone  so  far  as  even  to  condition  the  existence  of  the  revenue  itself 
with  the  exclusion  of  the  company,  his  masters,  from  all  interference 
whatsoever :  for  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler,  dated  Benares,  20th 
September,  1 784  are  the  following  words  :  "  the  aurails  [collectors] 
demanded  that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  their  engagements, 
that  they  were  to  be  in  full  force  for  the  complete  term  of  their 
leases,  provided  that  no  foreign  autJiority  was  exercised  over  them ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  their  engagements  were  to  cease  whenever  they 
should  be  interrupted  in  their  functions  lythe  interference  of  an  English 
agent.  This  requisition  was  officially  notified  to  me  by  the  acting 
minister,  and  referred  to  me  in  form  by  the  nabob  vizier,  for  my 
previous  consent  to  it :  I  encouraged  it,  and  I  gave  my  consent  to 
it."  And  the  said  Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  the  high  presump- 
tion to  inform  his  said  masters,  that  he  has  taken  that  course  to 
compel  them  not  to  violate  the  assurances  given  by  him  in  their 
name : — "  there  is  one  condition  [namely,  the  above  condition] 
which  essentially  connects  the  confirmation  of  the  settlement  itself  vnth 
the  interests  of  the  company."" 

LXXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  show  an  indecent  dis- 
trust of  the  company's  faith,  did  endeavour,  before  that  time,  at 
other  times,  namely,  in  his  instructions  to  his  secret  agent,  Major 
Palmer,  dated  the  6th  of  May,  1782,  to  limit  the  confidence  to  be 
reposed  in  the  British  government  to  the  duration  of  his  own  power, 
in  the  following  words  in  the  Sth  article :  "  It  is  very  much  my 
desire  to  impress  the  nabob  with  a  thorough  confidence  in  the  faith 
and  justice  of  our  government ;  that  is  to  say,  in  my  own,  while  I 
am  at  the  head  of  it :  I  cannot  be  answerable  for  the  acts  of  others 
independent  of  me." 

LXXIX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  letter  dated  Benares, 
the  1st  of  October,  1784,  to  the  court  of  directors,  write,  "  that  if 
they  [the  directors]  manifested  no  symptoms  of  an  '  intended  inter- 
ference, the  objects  of  his  engagements  will  be  obtained ;  '  but  if  a 
different  policy  shall  be  adopted,  if  new  agents  are  sent  into  the 
country,  and  armed  with  authority  for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  or 
corruption  {for  to  no  other  mil  they  he  applied)  ;  '  if  new  demands 


AGAINST   WAEREN   HASTINGS,    ESa.  '  163 

are  made  on  the  nabob  vizier,  *  and  accounts  overcharged  on  one 
side,  with  a  wide  latitude  taken  on  the  other,  to  swell  his  debt 
beyond  the  means  of  payment ;  '  if  political  dangers  are  portended, 
to  ground  on  them  the  plea  of  burdening  his  country  with  unneces- 
sary defences  and  enormous  subsidies  ;  °  or  if,  even  abstaining  from 
direct  encroachment  on  the  riMboVs  rights,  your  government  shall  show 
but  a  degree  of  personal  kindness  to  the  partisans  of  the  late  usurpa- 
tion, or  by  any  constructive  indication  of  partiality  and  dissatisfac- 
tion/wrwis/i  grounds  for  the  expectation  of  an  approaching  change  of 
system ; — I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  all  my  labours  will  prove  abortive." 

LXXX. 

That  all  the  measures  deprecated  in  future  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  with  a  reference  to  former  conduct,  in  his  several  letters 
aforesaid,  being  (so  far  as  the  same  are  intelligible)  six  in  number, 
have  been  all  of  them  the  proper  acts  and  measures  of  the  said 
AVarren  Hastings  himself;  for  he  did  himself  first  of  all  introduce, 
and  did  afterwards  continue  and  support,  that  interference  (which 
he  now  informs  the  court  of  directors  "  is  ruinous  and  disreputable," 
and  which  the  very  symptoms  of  an  intention  to  renew  he  considers 
in  the  highest  degree  dangerous)  ;  he  did  direct,  with  a  controlling 
and  absolute  authority  in  every  department  of  government,  and  in 
every  district  in  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. — Secondly, 
the  appointment  of  agents,  which  was  eminently  the  act  of  his  own 
administration ;  he  not  only  retaining  many  agents  in  the  country 
of  Oude,  both  "  secret  and  avowed^''  but  also  sending  some  of  them, 
in  defiance  to  the  orders  of  that  very  court  of  directors,  to  whom, 
in  his  said  letter  of  the  1st  of  October,  1784,  he  assigns  "  vengeance 
and  corruption'"  as  the  only  motives  that  can  produce  such  appoint- 
ments.— Thirdly,  that  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  instruct 
one  of  the  said  agents,  and  did  charge  him  upon  pain  of  "  a  dreadful 
responsibility,''''  to  perform  sundry  acts  of  violence  against  persons  of 
the  highest  distinction,  and  nearest  relation  to  the  prince ;  which 
acts  were  justly  liable  to  the  imputation  of  "  vengeance'''  in  the  exe- 
cution, and  which  he,  in  his  reply  to  the  defence  of  Middleton  to 
one  of  his  charges,  did  declare  to  be  liable  to  the  suspicion  of 
"corruption  in  the  relaxation." — Fourthly,  that  he  did  raise  new 
demands  on  the  vizier,  "  and  overcharge  accounts  on  one  side,  and 
take  a  wide  latitude  on  the  other,"  by  sending  up  a  new  and  before 
unheard-of  overcharge  of  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards, 
not  made  by  the  resident,  or  admitted  by  the  vizier  ;  and  by  adding 
the  same,  did  swell  his  debt  "  beyond  the  means  of  payment ;"  and 
did  even  insert,  as  the  ninth  article  of  his  charge  agamst  Middleton, 
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"  his  omitting  to  take  any  notice  of  the  additional  balance  of  rapees 
26,48,571,  stated  by  the  accountant-general  to  be  due  from  the 
vizier  on  the  30th  of  April,  1780,"  to  which  he  did  add  14  lacs  more, 
making  together  the  above  sum. — Fifthly,  that  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  assign  "  political  dangers,"  in  his  minute  of  the  13th 
December,  1779,  for  burdening  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  "with 
unnecessaiy  defences  and  enormous  subsidies,"  with  regard  to  which 
he  then  declared,  that  "  it  was  our  part,  not  his  (the  nabob's)  to 
judge  and  to  determine." — And  sixthly,  that  he  did  not  only  show 
the  design,  but  \hefact  of  personal  kindness  to  the  partisans  of  what 
he  here  calls,  as  well  as  in  another  letter,  and  in  one  minute  of  con- 
sultation, a  "  late  usurpation,"  he  having  rewarded  the  principal  and 
most  obnoxious  of  the  instruments  of  the  said  late  usurpation  (if 
such  it  was)  Eichard  Johnson,  Esquire,  with  a  honourable  and 
profitable  embassy  to  the  court  of  the  nizam. 

LXXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  therefore,  by  assuming  an 
authority,  which  he  himself  did  consider  as  an  usurpation,  and  by 
acts  in  virtue  of  that  usurped  authority,  done  in  his  own  proper 
person,  and  by  agents  appointed  by  himself,  and  proceeding  (though 
with  some  mitigation,  for  which  one  of  them  was  by  him  censured 
and  accused)  under  his  own  express  and  positive  orders  and  instruc- 
tions, and  thereby  establishing,  as  he  himself  observed,  "  a  system 
of  interference,  disreputable  and  ruinous,  which  could  only  be  sub- 
servient to  promote  patronage,  private  interest,  private  embezzle- 
ment, corruption,  and  vengeance,"  to  the  public  detriment  of  the 
company,  "  and  to  the  ruin  of  a  once-flourishing  nation,  and  eternally 
reproachful  to  the  British  name ;"  and  for  the  evil  efiects  of  which 
system,  "  as  his  sole  and  ultimate  hope"  and  remedy,  he  recom- 
mends an  entire  abdication,  for  ever,  not  only  of  all  power  and 
authority,  but  even  of  the  interference  and  influence  of  Great 
Britain ; — is  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor. 

LXXXII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  from  Chunar  of 
the  29th  of  November,  1781,  has  represented  that  very  influence 
and  interference  (which  in  three  public  papers  he  denominates  "  a 
late  usurpation  ")  as  being  authorized  by  a  regular  treaty  and  agree- 
ment, voluntarily  made  with  the  nabob  himself  at  a  place  called 
Chunar,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1781,  a  copy  of  which  hath 
been  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors  ;  and  that  three  persons 
were  present  at  the  execution  of  the  same,  two  whereof  were  Mid- 
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dieton  and  JohnsoD,  his  agents  and  residents  at  Oude,  the  third, 
the  minister  of  the  nabob.  And  he  did,  in  his  paper  written  to 
the  council-general,  and  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  not 
only  declare  that  the  said  interference  was  agreed  to  by  the  said 
nabob,  and  sealed  with  his  seal,  but  would  be  highly  beneficial  to 
him  ;  assuring  the  said  council,  "  that  if  the  resident  performed  his 
duty  in  the  execution  of  his  [the  said  Hastings's]  instructions,  the 
nabob's  part  of  the  engagement  will  prove  of  still  greater  benefit  to 
him  than  to  our  government,  in  whose  behalf  it  was  exacted ;  and 
that  the  participation,  which  is  allowed  our  resident  in  the  inspection 
of  the  public  treasure,  will  secure  the  receipt  of  the  company's 
demands,  whilst  the  influence  which  our  government  will  AL  WA  YS 
possess  over  the  public  minister  of  the  nabob,  and  the  authority  of  our 
own,  will  be  an  effectual  means  of  securing  an  attentive  and  faithful 
discharge  of  their  several  trusts  both  towards  the  company  and  the 
vizier." 

LXXXIII. 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  settle  a  plan,  of 
which  the  agency  and  interference  aforesaid  was  a  part,  and  assert 
the  beneficial  consequences  thereof,  but  did  also  record  that  the 
same  "was  a  great  public  measure,  constituted  on  a  large  and 
established  system,  and  destructive,  in  its  instant  effects,  of  the  interest 
and  fortune  of  many  patronised  individuals  ;"  and  in  consequence  of 
the  said  treaty,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  authorize,  and 
positively  require,  his  agent  aforesaid  to  interfere  in,  and  control 
and  regulate  all  the  nabob's  affairs  whatsoever  ;  and  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  having  made  for  the  company,  and  in  its  name,  an  acqui- 
sition of  power  and  authority,  even  if  it  had  been  abused  by  others, 
he  ought  to  have  remedied  the  abuse,  and  brought  the  guilty  to 
condign  punishment,  instead  of  making  another  treaty  without 
their  approbation,  consent,  or  knowledge,  and  to  this  time  not 
communicated  to  them ;  by  which  it  appears  he  has  annulled  the 
former  treaty,  and  the  authority  thereby  acquired  to  the  company, 
as  a  grievance  and  usurpation,  to  which,  from  the  general  corrupt 
tion  of  their  service,  no  other  remedy  could  be  applied  than  a 
formal  renunciation  of  their  power  and  influence  ;  for  which  said 
actings  and  doings  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor. 

LXXXIV. 

That  the  company's  army  in  India  is  an  object  requiring  the 
most  vigilant  and  constant  inspection,  both  to  the  happiness  of 
the  natives,  the  security  of  the   British  power,  and  to  its   own 
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obedience  and  discipline ;  and  does  require  that  inspection  in 
proportion  as  it  is  removed  from  the  principal  seat  of  government ; 
and  the  number  and  discipline  of  the  troops  kept  up  by  the  native 
princes,  along  with  British  troops,  is  also  of  great  moment  and 
importance  to  the  same  ends ;  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
pretending  to  pursue  the  same,  did,  in  virtue  of  an  authority  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  aforesaid,  give  strict  orders,  and  to 
which  he  did  demand  a  most  implicit  obedience.,  that  all  officers  of 
the  nabob's  army  should  be  appointed  "  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
resident  ,•"  and  supposing  the  case,  that  persons  of  obnoxious  de- 
scription or  of  known  disaffection  to  the  British  government  should 
be  appointed  (of  which  he  left  the  resident  to  be  the  judge),  he 
did  direct  in  the  following  words :  "  You  are  in  such  case  to  re- 
monstrate against  it ;  and  if  the  vizier  should  persist  in  his  choice, 
you  are  peremptorily,  and  in  my  name.,  to  oppose  it  as  a  Ireach  of 
Ms  agreement  ,■'"  and  he  did  also  direct  that  the  "  mootiana  [or 
soldiers  employed  for  the  collection  of  revenue]  should  be  reformed, 
and  reduced  into  one  corps  for  the  whole  service ;  and  that  no 
infantry  should  be  left  in  the  nabob's  service  but  what  may  be 
necessary  for  his  body-guard ;"  and  he  did  further  order  and  direct 
as  follows :  "  that  in  quelling  disturbances  the  commander  of  the 
forces  should  assist  you  [the  said  resident]  on  the  requisition  of 
the  vizier,  communicated  through  you  to  him  [the  said  commander], 
or  at  your  own  single  application.  It  is  directed  that  the  regiment 
ordered  for  the  immediate  protection  of  your  office  and  person  at 
Lucknow  shall  be  relieved  every  three  months,  and  during  its  stay 
there  shall  act  solely  and  exclusively  under  your  orders."  And  it 
appears  in  the  course  of  the  company's  correspondence,  that  the 
country  troops,  under  the  nabob's  sole  direction,  would  be  ill- 
disciplined  and  unserviceable,  if  not  worse ;  and,  therefore,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  order  that  "  no  infantry  should  be  kept  in 
his  service ;"  yet  it  appears  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
make  an  arrangement  for  a  body  of  native  troops,  wholly  out  of  the 
control  or  inspection  of  the  British  government,  and  left  a  written 
order  in  the  hands  of  Major  Palmer  (one  of  his  agents,  who  had 
been  continued  there,  though  the  company  was  not  permitted  to 
employ  any)  to  be  transmitted  to  Colonel  Gumming,  as  soon  as  an 
adequate  force  shall  be  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  nahoVs 
frontier  by  detachments  from  the  nahoh''s  oicn  battalions ;  the  said 
Colonel  Cumming's  forces,  whom  the  others  were  to  supersede  and 
replace,  consisting  wholly  of  infantiy,  and  which,  being  intended  for 
the  same  service,  were  probably  of  the  same  constitution. 
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That  the  old  brigade  of  British  troops,  which  by  treaty  was  to 
remain,  had  been  directed  by  the  instructions  of  the  said  Hastings 
to  the  resident  Middleton,  and  to  the  resident  Bristow,  '_'  not  to 
be  employed  at  the  requisition  of  the  vizier  any  otherwise  than 
through  the  resident ;"  and  the  said  direction  was  properly  given, 
it  not  being  fit  that  British  troops  should  be  under  the  sole  direc- 
tion of  foreign  independent  princes,  or  of  any  other  than  the 
British  government ;  yet,  notwithstanding  the  proper  and  neces- 
sary direction  aforesaid,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  hath  left 
the  said  troops,  by  his  new  treaty,  without  any  local  control,  or 
even  inspection,  notwithstanding  his  powers  under  the  treaty  of 
Chunar,  and  his  own  repeated  orders,  and  notwithstanding  the 
mischiefs  and  dangers  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  fore- 
see would  result  therefrom,  if  left  under  the  sole  direction  of  the 
nabob,  and  their  own  discretion,  the  said  Hastings  having  stipu- 
lated with  the  said  nabob  not  to  exercise  any  authority,  or  even 
influence,  secret  or  avowed,  within  his  dominions. 

LXXXVI. 

That  the  crime  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  attempting  thus 
to  abandon  the  British  army  to  the  sole  discretion  of  the  nabob  of 
Oude,  is  exceedingly  aggravated  by  the  description,  given  by  him 
severally  of  the  said  nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  the  British  army  sta- 
tioned for  the  defence  of  his  dominions  ;  in  his  letters  to  the  court 
of  directors,  and  in  his  minutes  of  consultation,  and  particularly 
in  his  letter  of  immediately  on  the 

accession  of  the  nabob,  he  did  inform  the  said  court,  "  that  the 
nabob  had  not,  by  all  accounts,  the  qualities  of  the  head  or  heart, 
which  fitted  him  for  that  ofiSce,  though  there  was  no  dispute  con- 
cerning his  right  to  succeed ;"  and  some  years  afterwards,  when 
his  accounts  must  have  been  rendered  more  certain,  he  did,  in  his 
minute  of  consultation,  of  the  15th  of  December,  1779,  (regularly 
transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,)  upon  a  discussion  for  with- 
drawing certain  troops,  kept  up  in  the  nabob's  country  mthout 
his  consent  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  strongly  urge,  as 
follows,  "  the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  influence  and  force  which 
we  possess  in  the  country ;  that  the  disorders  of  his  state  [the 
nabob  of  Oude's  state]  and  dissipation  of  his  revenues  are  the 
effects  of  his  own  conduct,  which  has  failed,  not  so  much  from  the 
usual  effects  of  incapacity,  as  from  the  detestable  choice  he  has 
made  of  the  ministers  of  his  power,  and  the  participation  of  his 


168  ARTICLES   OF   CHAEGE 

confidence.  I  forbear  to  expatiate  further  on  his  character ;  it  is 
sufficient  that  I  am  understood  by  the  members  of  this  board,  who 
must  know  the  truth  of  my  allusions.  Mr.  Francis  [a  member  of 
the  board]  surely  was  not  aware  of  the  injury  he  did  me  [Warren 
Hastings]  by  attributing  to  the  spirit  of  party  the  character  I  gave 
Asuph  ul  Dowla  [the  nabob  of  Oude]  ;  he  himself  knows  it  to  be 
true ;  and  it  is  one  of  those  notorieties  which  supersede  the  necessity  of 
any  evidence.  I  was  forced  to  tlue  allusion  I  made  by  the  imputation 
cast  on  this  government,  as  having  caused  the  evils  which  prevail  in 
the  government  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  which  I  could  only  answer  by 
ascribing  them  to  their  true  cause,  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 
imbob  of  Ouder  And  the  resident  (appointed  by  the  said  Hastings 
against  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  as  his  particular  con- 
fidential representative,  one  whom  the  said  nabob  did  himself 
request  might  be  continued  with  him,  by  an  engagement  in  writing 
for  ever),  did  some  time  before,  that  is,  on  the  3rd  of  January, 
1779,  assure  the  said  Hastings  and  the  council-general,  "that  such 
is  his  excellency's  [the  nabob  of  Oude's]  disposition,  and  so  entirely 
has  he  lost  the  confidence  and  affections  of  his  subjects,  that  unless 
some  restraint  is  imposed  on  him,  which  would  effectually  secure 
those  who  live  under  the  protection  of  his  government  from  vio- 
lence and  oppression,  I  am  but  too  well  convinced  that  no  man  of 
reputation  or  property  will  long  continue  in  these  provinces."  And 
that  the  said  resident  proceeds  to  an  instance  of  oppression  and 
rapine  "out  of  many  of  the  nabob's,  which  has  caused  a  total  dis- 
affection and  want  of  confidence  among  his  subjects  ;  he  hoped  the 
board  would  take  it  into  their  humane  consideration,  and  inter- 
pose their  influence,  and  prevent  an  act,  which  would  inevitably 
bring  disgrace  upon  himself,  and  a  proportionable  degree  of  dis- 
credit on  the  national  character  of  the  English,  which  I  consider 
to  be  more  or  less  concerned  in  every  act  of  his  administration." 

LXXXVII. 

That  no  exception  was  ever  taken  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
to  the  truth  of  the  facts,  or  to  the  justness  of  the  observation  of  the 
said  resident,  which  he  did  transmit  to  the  court  of  directors. 
And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  from  Chunar,  dated 
the  29th  of  November,  1781,  speaking  of  the  restraints  which  had 
been  put  by  him  the  said  Hastings  on  the  nabob,  relative  to  his 
own  mootiana,  or  forces  for  collection  and  police,  and  the  necessity 
of  giving  the  resident  a  control  in  the  nomination  of  the  officers  of 
his  array,  has  asserted,  "  that  the  necessity  of  the  reservation  arose 
from  a  too  well  known  defect  in  the  nabob's  character ;  if  this  check 
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be  withdrawn,  and  the  choice  left  absolutely  to  the  nabob,  the  first 
commands  in  his  army  will  be  filled  with  the  most  worthless  and 
abandoned  of  his  subjects — his  late  commander-in-chief  is  a  signal 
and  scandalous  instance  of  this." 


LXXXVIII. 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of 
directors,  dated  Benares,  the  15th  of  October,  1784,  even  after  he 
had  made  the  aforesaid  renunciation  of  the  company's  authority  and 
influence  to  the  nabob,  did  write,  "that  the  nabob,  though  most 
gentle  in  his  manners,  and  endued  with  an  understanding  much 
above  the  common  level,  has  been  unfortunately  bred  up  in  habits 
that  draw  his  attention  too  much  from  his  own  affairs,  and  often 
subject  him  to  the  guidance  of  insidious  and  unworthy  confidants ;" 
which,  though  more  decently  expressed  with  regard  to  the  nabob 
than  in  his  former  minutes,  substantially  agrees  with  them.  And 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  inform  the  court  of  directors,  after 
he  had  solemnly  covenanted  to  withdraw  all  the  company's  influence 
on  the  assurances  and  promises  of  a  person  so  by  himself  described, 
that  for  reasons  grounded  on  his  knowledge  of  the  imbecility  of  the 
character  of  the  nabob,  he  waited  in  a  frontier  town,  "  that  he 
might  be  at  hand  to  counteract  any  attempt  to  defeat  the  efiect  of 
his  proceedings  at  Lucknow;"  and  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler 
from  the  same  place,  he  did  write  in  the  following  words  ;  "I  am 
still  near  enough  to  attend  to  the  first  effects  of  the  execution,  and 
to  interfere  with  my  influence  for  the  removal  of  any  obstructions 
to  which  they  are  or  may  be  liable."  He  therefore  found,  that 
there  was  none,  or  but  an  insufficient  security  to  the  effect  of  his 
treaty,  but  in  his  own  direct  personal  violation  of  it.  What  other- 
wise was  wanting  in  the  security  for  the  nabob's  engagements  was 
to  be  supplied  as  follows :  "  the  most  respectable  persons  of  his 
family  will  be  employed  to  counteract  every  other,  which  may  tend 
to  warp  him  from  it ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  such  assistance 
was  wanting:"  And  in  another  letter,  "  that  he  had  equal  ground 
to  expect  every  degree  of  support,  which  could  be  given  it  by  the 
first  characters  of  his  family,  who  are  warmly  and  zealously  interested 
in  it :"  the  principal  male  character  of  the  family,  and  of  the  most 
influence  in  that  family,  being  Salah  Jung,  uncle  to  the  nabob ;  and 
the  first  female  characters  of  the  family  being  the  mother  and 
grandmother  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  all  of  whom,  male  and 
female,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  sundry  letters  of  his  own, 
in  the  transmission  of  various  official  documents,  and  even  in 
affidavits  studiously  collected,  and  sworn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey 


170  ARTICLES    OF    CHARGE 

during  his  short  residence  at  Lucknow  and  Benares,  did  himself 
represent  as  persons  entirely  disaffected  to  the  English  power  in 
India,  as  having  been  principal  promoters,  if  not  original  contrivers, 
of  a  general  rebellion  and  revolt  for  the  utter  extirpation  of  the 
English  nation ;  and  as  such  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did 
compel  the  nabob  reluctantly  to  take  from  them  their  landed 
estates  ;  and  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  had  the  presump- 
tion to  attempt  to  impose  on  the  East  India  Company  by  pretend- 
ing to  place  his  reliance  on  those  three  persons  for  a  settlement 
favourable  to  the  company's  interests,  on  his  renunciation  of  all  their 
own  power,  authority,  and  influence,  and  on  his  leaving  their  army 
to  the  sole  and  uncontrolled  discretion  of  a  stranger,  meriting  in 
his  opinion  the  description  given  by  him  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  by 
him  frequently  asserted  to  be  politically  incapable  of  supporting  his 
own  power  without  the  aid  of  the  forces  of  the  company.  And  the 
offence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  abandoning  a  considerable 
part  of  the  British  army  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  is  much  increased 
by  the  description  which  he  has  himself  given  of  the  state  of  the 
said  army,  and  particularly  of  that  part  thereof,  which  is  stationed 
in  the  nabob  of  Oude's  dominions.  For  he  did  himself,  on  the  29th 
of  November,  1781,  transmit  the  information  following,  on  that 
subject,  to  the  court  of  directors,  namely,  "that  the  remote  stations 
of  those  troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the  notice 
and  control  of  the  board  [the  council-general]  at  Calcutta,  afforded 
too  much  of  opportunity  and  temptation  for  unwarrantable  emolu- 
ments, and  excited  the  contagion  of  peculation  and  rapacity  throughout 
the  whole  army  ;  a  most  remarkable  instance,  and  uncontrovertible 
proof  of  the  prevalence  of  this  spirit,  has  been  seen  in  the  court- 
martial  upon  Captain  Erskine,  where  the  court,  composed  of  officers 
of  rank,  and  respectable  characters,  unanimously  and  honourably 
(m.ost  honourably),  upon  an  acknowledged  fact,  acquitted  him, 
which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  would  have  been  deemed  a 
crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment.'"  From  which  represen- 
tation (if  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  falsely  and  unjustly 
accuse  and  slander  the  company's  service)  it  appeared,  that  the 
peculation  which  infected  the  whole  army,  derived  from  the  taint 
which  it  had  in  Oude,  and  so  fatal  to  the  discipline  of  the  troops, 
would  be  dangerously  increased  by  his  treaty  and  agreement  afore- 
said with  the  nabob,  and  by  his  own  said  evil  counsel  to  the  court 
of  directors. 

LXXXIX. 

That  it  appears,  after  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had,  on  grounds 
so  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation  and  government,  agreed  to 
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remove  for  ever  the  British  influence  and  interference  from  the 
government  of  Oude,  on  account  of  the  disorders  in  the  said  govern- 
ment, solely  produced  by  his  own  criminal  acts  and  criminal  con- 
nivances, that  he  did  overturn  his  own  settlement  as  soon  as  he  had 
made  it ;  and  did,  after  he  had  abolished  the  company's  residency, 
as  a  grievance,  wholly  violate  his  own  solemn  agreement ;  for  he 
did,  for  his  private  purposes,  continue  therein  his  own  private  agent. 
Major  Palmer,  with  a  number  of  officers  and  pensioners,  at  a  charge 
to  the  revenues  of  the  country,  greatly  exceeding  that  of  the  esta- 
blishment under  Mr.  Bristow,  which  he  did  represent  as  frightfully 
enormous,  and  which  he  pretended  to  remove ;  the  former  amount- 
ing to  112,950^.,  the  latter  only  to  64,202?. 


XC. 

That  his  own  secret  agent.  Major  Palmer,  did  receive  a  salary  or 
allowance,  equal  to  22,800?.  a  year,  out  of  the  distressed  province 
of  Oude ;  and  this  the  said  Palmer  did  declare  not  to  be  more  than 
he  absolutely  did,  really  and  iond  fide,  spend ;  and  that  he  had 
retrenched  considerably  •'  in  some  of  the  articles,  since  the  expense 
has  been  borne  by  the  vizier,  and  in  every  particular  he  made  as 
little  parade  and  appearance  as  his  station  would  admit,"  his  station 
being  that  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  private  agent.  But  if 
the  said  large  salary  must  be  considered  as  merely  equal  to  the  ex- 
penses, large  secret  emoluments  must  be  presumed  to  attend  it,  in 
order  to  make  it  a  place  advantageous  to  the  holder  thereof.  That 
the  said  Palmer  did  apply  to  the  board  at  Calcutta  for  a  new 
authority  to  continue  the  said  establishments,  he  conceiving  their 
continuance  "  after  the  period  of  the  governor-generaFs  departure 
depended  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  not  upon  the  authority  of 
the  governor-general,  under  the  sanction  of  which  they  were  established 
or  confirmed.'''' 

XCI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  ruin  the  resident 
Bristow,  and  to  justify  himself  for  his  former  proceedings  respecting 
him,  did  bring  before  the  board  a  new  charge  against  him,  for  having 
paid  a  large  establishment  of  offices  and  pensions  to  the  company's 
servants  from  the  revenues  of  Oude ;  and  the  said  Bristow,  in  making 
his  defence  against  the  charge  aforesaid,  did  plead  that  he  had  found 
all  the  allowances  on  his  list  estabhshed  before  his  last  appointment 
to  the  residency  ;  that  they  had  grown  to  that  excess  in  the  interval 
between  his  first  removal  by  the  said  Wai-ren  Hastings,  and  his 
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re-appointment;  and  having  adduced  many  reasons  to  make  it 
highly  probable,  that  the  said  Hastings  was  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  it,  and  did  approve  of  the  expensive  estabhshments  which  he, 
the  said  Bristow,  simply  had  paid,  but  not  imposed,  he  did  allege, 
besides  the  official  assurances  of  his  predecessor  Middleton,  certain 
facts,  as  amounting  to  a  direct  proof  that  the  governor-general, 
Warren  Hastings,  was  not  averse  to  the  vizier's  granting  large 
salaries  to  more  than  one  European  gentleman;  and  the  first 
instance  was  tp  Mr.  Thomas,  a  surgeon,  who,  exclusive  of  his  pay 
from  the  company,  which  was  1440?.  a  year,  claimed  from  the 
vizier,  with  Mr.  Hastings's  knowledge,  the  sum  of  9763^.  a  year, 
and  upwards,  making  together  11,203?.  per  annum. — The  next  was 
Mr.  Trevor  Wheler,  who  did  receive,  upon  the  same  estabhshment, 
when  he  was  fourth  assistant  at  Oude,  6000?.  a  year ;  and  which 
last  fact  the  said  Hastings  has  admitted  upon  record,  '•  that  the 
accusations  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper  did  oblige  and  compel 
him  to  acknowledge,"  denying,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  allow- 
ances of  the  residents  Middleton  and  Bristow,  except  in  this 
single  instance,  were  ever  authorized  by  him ;  whereas  his  own 
agent,  Palmer,  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  of  March,  1785,  repre- 
sent, that  the  said  salaries  and  allowances  (if  not  more  and  larger) 
were  by  him  authorized  or  confirmed. 

XOII. 

That  the  aforesaid  Bristow  did  also  produce  the  following  letter 
in  proof  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew  and  approved  of  large  salaries  to 
British  subjects  upon  the  revenues  of  Oude,  and  which  he  did 
declare  that  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  self-defence  could  have 
induced  him  to  produce. 

"  Dear  Bristow, 
"  Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  some  field-allowances  to  receive  from  the 
vizier  ;  they  amount  to  sicca  rupees  16,554  per  month,  and  he  has 
been  paid  up  by  the  vizier  to  the  20th  of  August,  1782.  The 
governor  has  directed  me  to  write  to  you,  to  request  you  to  receive 
what  is  due  from  the  vizier  from  the  20th  August  last,  at  the  rate 
of  Lucknow  sicca  rupees  16,554  per  month,  and  send  me  a  bill  for 
the  amount,  the  receipt  of  which  I  will  acknowledge  in  the  capacity 
of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  attorney  ;  and  the  governor  desires,  that  you 
will  continue  to  receive  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  field-allowances  at  the 
same  rate,  and  remit  the  money  to  me  as  it  comes  in. 

(Signed)  "  Charles  Okoftes." 

"  Calcutta,  January  25,  1783." 
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XCIII. 

That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforesaid  was  at  the  time  of  the  said  field- 
allowances  not  serving  in  the  country  of  Oude,  on  which  the  said 
allowances  were  charged,  but  in  the  Carnatic. 

XCIV. 

That  from  the  declaration  of  the  said  Hastings  himself,  that  it 
was  the  conviction  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  Mr.  Oowper,  that  could 
alone  oblige  and  compel  him  to  acknowledge  certain  of  his  aforesaid 
practices,  and  that  nothing  hut  the  necessity  of  self-defence  could  have 
induced  Mr.  Bristow  to  make  public  another,  and  much  stronger, 
instance  of  the  same,  it  is  to  be  violently  presumed,  that  where 
these  two,  or  either,  or  both,  necessities  did  not  exist,  many  evil 
and  oppressive  practices  of  the  said  Hastings  do  remain  undis- 
covered. That  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  contests  between  him,  the 
said  Hastings,  and  the  resident  Bristow,  not  only  the  before- 
mentioned  particulars,  but  the  whole  of  the  expensive  civil  establish- 
ments for  English  servants  at  Oude,  would  have  been  for  ever  con- 
cealed from  the  directors  and  from  parliament ;  and  yet  the  said 
Hastings  has  had  the  audacity  to  pretend  so  complete  an  ignorance 
of  the  facts,  that,  representing  the  vizier  as  objecting  to  the  large- 
ness of  the  payments  made  by  Bristow,  and  stating  a  very  reduced 
list,  which  he  was  willing  to  allow  for,  amounting  to  30,000?.  a  year, 
the  said  Hastings  did  affect  to  be  alarmed  at  the  magnitude  even  of 
the  list  so  curtailed,  expressing  himself  as  follows,  in  his  minute  of 
the  7th  of  December,  1 784 : — "  For  my  own  part,  when  the  vizier's 
minister  first  informed  me,  that  the  amount  which  his  master  had 
authorized,  and  was  willing  to  admit,  for  the  charges  of  the 
residency,  and  the  allowances  of  the  gentlemen  at  Lucknow,  was 
25,000  rupees  per  month,  I  own  I  was  startled  at  the  magnitude  of 
the  sum,  and  was  some  days  hesitating  in  my  mind  whether  I  could 
with  propriety  admit  of  it."  Whereas  he  well  knew,  that  the  three 
sums  alone,  of  which  the  necessities  aforesaid  had  compelled  the 
discovery,  did  greatly  exceed  that  sum,  of  which,  at  the  first  hear- 
ing, he  afiects  to  have  been  so  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  thrown 
into  a  state  of  hesitation  which  continued  for  some  days  ;  and, 
although  he,  the  said  Hastings,  was  conscious  that  he  had  at  the 
very  time  authorized  an  establishment  to  more  than  four  times  the 
amount  thereof. 

XCV. 

That  in  the  said  deceits,  prevarications,  contradictions,  malicious 
accusations,  fraudulent  concealments,  and  compelled  discoveries,  as 
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well  as  in  the  said  secret,  corrupt,  and  prodigal  disposition  of  the 
revenues  of  Oude,  as  well  as  in  his  breach  of  faith  to  the  nabob,  in 
continuing  expensive  establishments  under  a  private  agent  of  his 
own,  after  he  had  agreed  to  remove  the  company's  agent,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high  offence  and  misdemeanor. 

XVII.    MAHOMED   REZA   KHaN. 

I. 

That  it  was  the  declared  policy  of  the  company,  on  the  acquisition 
of  the  duannee  of  Bengal,  to  continue  the  country-government 
under  the  inspection  of  the  resident  at  the  nabob's  durbar  in  the 
first  instance,  and  that  of  the  president  and  council  in  the  last ;  and 
for  that  purpose  they  did  stipulate  to  assign,  for  the  support  of  the 
dignity  of  the  nabob,  an  annual  allowance  from  the  revenues,  equal 
to  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

II. 

That,  during  the  country-government,  the  principal  active  person 
in  the  administration  of  affairs  for  rank,  and  for  reputation  of 
probity,  and  of  knowledge  in  the  revenues  and  the  laws,  was 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  who,  besides  large  landed  property,  was 
possessed  of  offices,  whose  emoluments  amounted  nearly,  if  not 
altogether,  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

IV. 

That  the  company's  servants,  in  the  beginning,  were  not  con- 
versant in  the  affairs  of  the  revenue,  and  stood  in  need  of  natives  of 
integrity  and  experience  to  act  in  the  management  thereof.  On 
that  ground,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  rank  which  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan  held  in  the  country,  and  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  him, 
they,  the  president  and  council,  did  inform  the  court  of  directors, 
in  their  letter  of  the  30th  of  September,  1765,  that,  "  as  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan's  short  administration  was  irreproachable,  they  deter- 
mined to  continue  him  in  a  share  of  the  authority  ;"  and  this  infor- 
mation was  not  given  lightly,  but  was  founded  upon  an  inquiry  into 
his  conduct,  and  a  minute  examination  of  charges  made  against  him 
by  his  rivals  in  the  nabob's  court,  they  having  insinuated  to  the 
nabob  that  a  design  was  formed  for  deposing  him,  and  placing 
Mahomed  Reza  on  his  throne  ;  but  on  examination  the  president 
and  council  declare,  that  "  he  had  so  openly  and  candidly  accounted 
for  every  rupee  disbursed  from  the  treasury,  that  they  could  not, 
without  injury  to  his  character,  and  injustice  to  his  conduct  during 
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his  short  administration,  refuse  continuing  him  in  a  share  of  the 
government." 


That  the  company  had  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ment made,  so  far  as  it  regarded  him ;  the  president  and  council 
having  informed  them,  in  the  following  year,  in  their  letter  of  the 
9th  of  December,  1766,  that  "the  large  increase  of  the  revenue 
must,  in  a  great  measure,  be  ascribed  to  Mr.  Sykes's  assiduity,  and 
to  Mahomed  Beza  KharCs  profound  knowledge  in  the  finances.'''' 

VI. 

That  the  then  president  and  council,  finding  it  necessary  to 
make  several  reforms  in  the  administration,  were  principally  aided 
in  the  same  by  the  suggestion,  advice,  and  assistance  of  the  said 
Mahomed  Eeza  Khan ;  and,  in  their  letter  to  the  court  of 
directors  of  the  24th  of  June,  1767,  they  state  their  resolution  of 
reducing  the  emoluments  of  ofiice,  which  before  had  arisen  from  a 
variety  of  presents  and  other  perquisites,  to  fixed  allowances ;  and 
they  state  the  merits  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  therein,  as  well  as 
the  importance,  dignity,  and  responsibility  of  his  station,  in  the 
following  manner : 

"  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  has  now  of  himself,  with  great  delicacy  of 
honour,  represented  to  us  the  evil  consequences  that  must  ensue 
from  the  continuance  of  this  practice  ;  since,  by  suffering  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  government  to  depend  for  the  support  of  their 
dignity  on  the  precarious  fund  of  perquisites,  they  in  a  manner 
oblige  them  to  pursue  oppressive  and  corrupt  measures,  equally 
injurious  to  the  country  and  the  company ;  and  they  accordingly 
assigned  twelve  lacs  of  rupees  for  the  maintenance  and  support^  of 
the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  and  two  other  principal  persons, 
who  held  in  their  hands  the  most  important  employments  of  that 
government ;  having  regard  to  their  elevated  stations,  and  to  the 
expediency  of  supportmg  them  in  all  the  show  and  parade  requisite 
to  keep  up  the  authority  and  influence  of  their  respective  offices,  as 
they  are  all  men  of  weight  and  consideration  in  the  country,  who 
held  places  of  great  trust  and  profit  under  the  former  government. 
We  further  propose,  by  this  act  of  generosity,  to  engage  their 
cordial  services,  and  confirm  them  steady  in  our  interests,  since 
they  cannot  hope,  from  the  most  successful  ambition,  to  rise  to 
greater  advantages  by  any  chance  or  revolution  of  affairs.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  reasonable  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  Mahomed 
Eeza  Khan's  past  services ;  he  has  pursued  the  company's  interest 
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with  steadiness  and  diligence ;  his  abilities  qualify  him  to  perform 
the  most  important  services.  The  unavoidable  charges  of  his  par- 
ticular situation  are  great ;  in  dignity  he  stands  second  to  the  nabob 
only  ; — and  as  he  engages  to  increase  the  revenues,  without  injustice 
or  oppression,  to  more  than  the  amount  of  his  salary,  and  to  re- 
linquish those  advantages,  to  the  amount  of  eight  lacs  of  rupees  per 
annum,  which  he  heretofore  enjoyed,  we  thought  it  proper,  in  the 
distribution  of  salaries,  to  consider  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  in  a  light 
superior  to  the  other  ministers.  We  have  only  to  observe  further, 
that  great  and  enormous  as  the  sum  must  appear,  which  we  have 
allotted  for  the  support  of  the  ministers  of  the  government,  we  will 
not  hesitate  to  pronounce  that  it  is  necessary  and  reasonable,  and 
will  appear  so  on  the  consideration  of  the  power  which  men  employed 
on  these  important  services  have,  either  to  obstruct  or  promote  the 
public  good,  unless  their  integrity  be  confirmed  by  the  ties  of 
gratitude  and  interest." 

VII. 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  continued,  with  the  same 
diligence,  spirit,  and  fidelity,  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
which  comprehended  a  large  proportion  of  the  weight  of  govern- 
ment, and  particularly  of  the  collections  ;  and  his  attachment  to  the 
interest  of  the  company,  and  his  extensive  knowledge,  were  again, 
in  the  course  of  the  year  1767,  fully  acknowledged,  and  stated  to 
the  court  of  directors  ;  and  it  further  appears  that  by  an  incessant 
application  to  business  his  health  was  considerably  impaired,  which 
gave  occasion  in  the  year  following,  that  is,  in  February,  1768,  to  a 
fresh  acknowledgment  of  his  services  in  these  terms :  "we  must, 
in  justice  to  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  express  the  high  sense  we  enter- 
tain of  his  abilities,  and  of  the  indefatigable  attention  he  has  shown 
in  the  execution  of  the  important  trust  reposed  in  him ;  and  we 
cannot  but  lament  the  prospect  of  losing  his  services  from  the 
present  declining  state  of  his  health." 

VIII. 

That  as  in  the  increase  of  the  revenue  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza 
Khan  was  employed  as  a  person  likely  to  improve  the  same  without 
detriment  to  the  people,  so,  when  the  state  of  any  province  seemed 
to  require  a  remission,  he  was  employed  as  a  person  disposed  to  the 
relief  of  the  people,  without  fraud  to  the  revenue ;  and  this  was 
expressed  by  the  president  and  council  as  follows,  with  relation  to 
the  remissions  granted  in  the  province  of  Bahar  ;  "  that  the  general 
knowledge  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  in  all  matters  relative  to  the 
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duannee  revenues,  induced  us  to  consent  to  such  deductions  being 
made,  from  the  general  state  of  that  province  at  the  last  poonah, 
as  may  be  deemed  irrecoverable,  or  such  as  may  procure  an  imme- 
diate relief  and  encouragement  to  the  ryots  in  the  future  cultivation 
of  their  lands." 

IX. 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  in  the  execution  of  the  said 
great  and  important  trusts  and  powers,  was  not  so  much  as  sus- 
pected of  an  ambitious  or  encroaching  spirit,  which  might  make 
him  dangerous  to  the  company's,  then  recent,  authority,  or  which 
might  render  his  precedence  injurious  to  the  consideration  due  to 
his  colleagues  in  oflSce  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  a  plan 
having  been  adopted  for  dividing  the  administration,  in  order  to 
remove  the  nabob's  jealousies,  the  same  was  in  danger  of  being  sub- 
verted by  the  ambition  "  of  two  of  his  colleagues,  and  the  excessive 
moderation  of  Mahomed  Jteza  Khan.''''  And  for  a  remedy  of  the 
inconveniences  which  might  arise  from  the  excess  of  an  accom- 
modating temper,  though  attended  with  irreproachable  integrity, 
the  president  and  council  did  send  one  of  their  own  members,  as 
their  deputy,  to  the  nabob  of  Bengal  at  his  capital  of  Muxadavad  ; 
and  this  measure  appears  to  have  been  adopted  for  the  support  of 
Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  in  consequence  of  an  inquiry  made,  and 
advice  given,  by  Lord  Olive,  in  his  letter  of  the  3rd  of  July,  1765  ; 
in  which  letter  he  expresses  himself  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan  as  follows  :  "  it  is  with  pleasure  I  can  acquaint  you  that  the 
more  I  see  of  Mahomed  Beza  Khdn  the  stronger  is  my  conviction  of  Ms 
honour  and  moderation  ;  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  help 
observing  that,  either  from  timidity  or  an  erroneous  principle,  he  is 
too  ready  to  submit  to  encroachments  upon  that  proportion  of  power 
that  has  been  allotted  him." 

X. 

That  the  nabob  Jaffier  Ali  Khan  dying  in  February,  1765, 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan  was  appointed  guardian  to  his  children,  and 
administrator  of  his  office,  or  regent,  which  appointment  the  court 
of  directors  did  approve.  But  the  party  opposite  to  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan,  having  continued  to  cabal  against  him,  sundry  accusa- 
tions were  framed  relative  to  oppression  at  the  time  of  the  famine, 
and  for  a  balance  due  during  his  employment  of  collector  of  the 
revenues  ;  upon  which  the  directors  did  order  him  to  be  deprived 
of  his  office  ;  and  a  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  his  conduct. 

VOL.    VII.  N 
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XI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  then  lately  appointed  to  the  pre- 
sidency, did,  on  the  1st  of  April,  and  on  the  24th  of  September, 
1772,  write  letters  to  the  court  of  directors,  informing  them  that  on 
the  very  next  day  after  he  had  received  (as  he  asserts)  their  private 
orders,  "  addressed  to  himself  alone,"  and  not  to  the  board,  he  did 
dispatch,  by  express  messengers,  his  orders  to  Mr.  Middleton,  the 
resident  at  the  nabob's  court  at  Muxadavad,  in  a  public  character 
and  trust  with  the  nabob,  to  arrest  in  his  capital,  and  at  his  court, 
and  without  any  previous  notice  given  of  any  charge,  his  principal 
minister,  the  aforesaid  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  and  to  bring  him 
down  to  Calcutta ;  and  he  did  carefully  conceal  his  said  proceedings 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  board,  on  pretext  of  his  not  being 
acquainted  with  their  dispositions,  and  the  influence  which  he 
thought  that  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  had  amongst  them. 

XII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  he  gave  his  orders 
as  aforesaid  for  arresting  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  did  not 
take  any  measures  to  compel  the  appearance  of  any  other  persons 
as  witnesses,  declaring  it  as  his  opinion  "  that  there  would  be  little 
need  of  violence  to  obtain  such  intelligence  as  they  could  give 
against  their  former  master,  when  his  authority  is  taken  from  him ;" 
but  he  did  afterwards,  in  excuse  for  the  long  detention  and  im- 
prisonment of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  without  any  proofs 
having  been  obtained  of  his  guilt,  or  measures  taken  to  bring  him 
to  a  trial,  assure  the  directors,  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  former 
declaration,  "  that  the  influence  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  still  pre- 
vailed generally  throughout  the  country,  in  the  nabob's  household, 
and  at  the  capital,  and  was  scarcely  affected  by  his  present  dis- 
grace,"— notwithstanding,  as  he,  the  said  Hastings,  doth  confess, 
he  had  used  his  utmost  endeavours  "  to  break  that  influence,  by 
removing  his  dependants  and  putting  the  direction  of  all  the  affairs 
that  had  been  committed  to  his  care  into  the  hands  of  the  most 
powerful  or  active  of  Ms  enemies ;  that  he  depended  on  the  activity 
of  their  hatred  to  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  incited  by  the  expectation 
of  rewards,  for  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  latter ;  that  with 
this  the  institution  of  the  new  duannee  coincided,  and  that  the  same 
principle  had  guided  him  in  the  choice  of  Munny  Begum  and  rajah 
Gourdas,  the  former  for  the  chief  administration,  the  latter  [the 
son  of  Nundcomar,  and  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  his  father] 
for  the  duannee  of  the  nabob's  household,  both  the  declared  enemies 
of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan." 
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XIII. 

That  although  it  might  be  true  that  enemies  will  become  the 
most  active  prosecutors,  and  as  such  may,  though  under  much 
guard  and  many  precautions,  be  used  even  as  witnesses ;  and  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  an  exception,  supposing  their  character  and 
capacity  otherwise  good,  to  the  appointing  them  to  power ;  yet  to 
advance  persons  to  power  on  the  ground  not  of  their  honour  and 
integrity,  which  might  have  produced  the  enmity  of  bad  men,  but 
merely  for  the  enmity  itself,  without  any  reference  whatsoever  to  a 
laudable  cause,  and  even  with  a  declared  ill  opinion  of  the  morals 
of  one  of  the  party,  such  as  was  actually  dehvered  in  the  said 
letter  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  of  Nundcomar  (and  which,  time 
has  shown,  he  might  also  on  good  ground  have  conceived  of 
others),  was,  in  the  circumstances  of  a  criminal  inquiry,  a  motive 
highly  disgraceful  to  the  honour  of  government,  and  destructive  of 
impartial  justice,  by  holding  out  the  greatest  of  all  possible  tempta- 
tion to  false  accusation,  to  corrupt  and  factious  conspiracies,  to 
perjury,  and  to  every  species  of  injustice  and  oppression. 

XIV. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  motives,  and  others  pre- 
tended, which  were  by  no  means  a  sufficient  justification  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  he  did  appoint  the  woman  aforesaid,  called 
Munny  Begum,  who  had  been  in  the  lowest  and  most  discreditable 
order  in  society,  according  to  the  ideas  prevalent  in  India,  but  from 
whom  he  received  several  sums  of  money,  to  be  guardian  to  the 
nabob  in  preference  to  his  own  mother,  and  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  the  government  in  the  place  of  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  the 
second  Mussulman  in  rank  after  the  nabob,  and  the  first  in  know- 
ledge, gravity,  weight,  and  character  among  the  Mussulmen  of  that 
province.  And  in  order  to  try  every  method,  and  to  take  every 
chance  for  his  destruction,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  mali- 
ciously and  oppressively  keep  him  under  confinement,  for  a  part 
of  the  time  without  any  inquiry,  and  afterwards  with  a  slow  and 
dilatory  trial  for  two  years  together. 

XV. 

That  notwithstanding  a  total  revolution  in  the  power,  in  part 
avowedly  made  for  his  destruction,  the  persons  appointed  for  his 
trial  did,  on  full  inquiry,  completely  acquit  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza 
Kh^n  of  the  criminal  charges  against  him,  on  account  of  which  he 
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had  been  so  long  persecuted  and  confined,  and  suffered  much  in 
mind,  body,  and  fortune ;  and  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter 
of  the  3rd  of  March,  1775,  testify  their  satisfaction  in  the  conduct 
and  result  of  the  said  inquiry,  and  did  direct  the  restoration  of  the 
said  Mahomed  Beza  Khan  to  hberty,  and  to  the  ofiBces  which  he 
had  lately  held,  which  comprehended  the  management  of  the  nabob's 
household,  and  the  general  superintendency  of  the  justice  of 
Bengal ;  but  according  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  his 
appointments  were  reduced  to  thirty  thousand  pounds  a  year,  or 
thereabouts,  of  which  he  did  make  grievous  complaint  on  account 
of  the  expenses  attendant  on  his  station,  and  the  heavy  debts 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  contract  during  his  unjust  persecution 
and  imprisonment  aforesaid. 

XVI. 

That  on  the  removal  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  from  the 
superintendency  of  the  criminal  justice,  and  in  consequence  of 
letting  the  province  of  Bengal  in  farm  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  several  dangerous  and  mischievous  innovations  were 
made  by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  criminal  justice 
of  the  country  was  almost  wholly  subverted,  and  great  irregu- 
larities and  disorders  did  actually  ensue. 

XVII. 

That  the  council-general,  established  by  act  of  parliament  in  the 
year  1773,  did  restore  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  with  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  the  nabob  (but  under  a  protest  from 
the  said  Warren  Hastings),  to  his  liberty  and  to  his  offices,  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  of  the  orders  given  by  the  court  of  directors  as 
aforesaid ;  and  the  court  of  directors  did  approve  of  the  said 
appointment,  and  did  assure  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  of 
their  favour  and  protection,  as  long  as  his  conduct  should  merit  the 
same,  in  the  follovring  terms :  as  "  the  abilities  of  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan  have  been  sufficiently  manifested ;  as  official  experience 
qualifies  him  for  so  high  a  station  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than 
any  other  native  with  whom  the  company  has  been  connected  ;  and 
as  no  proofs  of  maladministration  have  been  established  against 
him,  either  during  the  strict  investigation  of  his  conduct  or  since 
his  retirement,  we  cannot  under  all  circumstances  but  approve  your 
recommendation  of  him  to  the  nabob  to  constitute  him  his  naib. 
We  are  well  pleased  that  he  has  received  that  appointment,  and 
authorize  you  to  assure  him  of  our  favour  so  long  as  a  firm  attach- 
ment to  the  interest  of  the  company,  and  a  proper  discharge  of  the 
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duties  of  his  station,  shall  render  him  worthy  of  our  protection." 
And  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  did  continue  to  execute  the 
same  without  any  complaint  whatsoever  of  malversation  or  negli- 
gence, in  any  manner  or  degree,  in  his  said  office. 

XVIII. 

That  in  March,  1778,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  under  colour 
that  the  nabob  had  completed  his  twentieth  year,  and  had  desired 
to  be  placed  in  the  entire  and  uncontrolled  management  of  his  own 
affairs,  and  that  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^n  should  be  removed  from  his 
office,  and  that  Munny  Begum,  his  step-mother,  the  dancing-girl  afore- 
said, "  should  take  on  herself  the  management  of  the  nizamut  [the 
government  and  general  superintendency  of  criminal  justice]  without 
the  interference  of  any  person  whatsoever ;"  and,  notwithstanding 
the  contradictions  in  the  pretended  applications  from  the  nabob, 
with  whose  incapacity  for  all  affairs  he  was  weU  acquainted,  did,  in 
defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  without  regard 
to  the  infamy  of  an  arrangement  made  for  the  evident  and  declared 
purpose  of  delivering  not  only  the  family  with  the  prince,  but  the 
government  and  justice  of  a  great  kingdom,  into  such  insufficient, 
corrupt,  and  scandalous  hands ;  and  though  he  has  declared  his 
opinion  "  that  our  national  character  is  concerned  in  the  character 
which  the  nabob  may  obtain  in  the  public  opinion,"  on  obtaining  a 
majority  in  council,  without  any  complaint,  real  or  pretended, 
remove  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  from  all  his  offices,  and  did 
partition  his  salary  as  a  spoil  in  the  following  manner : — to  Munny 
Begum,  the  dancing-girl  aforesaid,  an  additional  allowance  of 
seventy-two  thousand  rupees  [7200^.]  a  year ;  to  the  nabob's 
own  mother  but  half  that  sum,  that  is  to  say,  36,000  rupees 
[3600?.]  a  year ;  to  rajah  Gourdas,  son  of  Nundcomar  (whom  he 
had  described  as  a  weak  yoimgman),  72,000  rupees  [7200?.]  a  year, 
as  controller  of  the  household ;  and  to  a  magistrate  called  Sudder 
ul  Hock,  who  in  real  subserviency  to  the  said  Munny  Begum  was 
nominally  to  act  in  the  department  of  criminal  justice,  78,000 
rupees  [7800?.]  a  year ;  the  total  of  which  allowances  exceeding 
the  salary  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  by  18,000  rupees  [1800?.] 
yearly,  he  did,  for  the  corrupt  and  scandalous  purposes  aforesaid, 
order  the  same  to  be  made  up  from  the  company's  treasury. 

XIX. 

That  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler  having  moved  that  the 
execution  of  the  aforesaid  arrangement,  the  whole  expense  of  which, 
ordinary  and  extraordinary,  was  charged  upon  the  company's  trea- 
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sury,  and  therefore  could  not  be  even  colourably  disposed  of  at  the 
pretended  will  of  the  said  nabob,  might  be  suspended  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  court  of  directors  thereon  should  be  known  ;  and 
the  same  being  resolved  agreeably  to  law  by  a  majority  of  the 
council  then  present,  the  said  Hastings,  urging  on  violently  the 
immediate  execution  of  his  corrupt  project,  and  having  obtained, 
by  the  return  of  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  a  majority  in  council  in 
his  own  casting  vote,  did  rescind  the  aforesaid  resolution,  and  did 
carry  into  immediate  execution  the  aforesaid  most  unwarrantable, 
mischievous,  and  scandalous  design. 

XX. 

That  the  consequences,  which  might  be  expected  from  such  a 
plan  of  administration,  did  almost  instantly  flow  from  it.  For  the 
person  appointed  to  execute  one  of  the  offices,  which  had  been  filled 
by  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  did  soon  find  that  the  eunuchs  of  Munny 
Begum  began  to  employ  their  power  with  superiority  and  insolence 
in  all  the  concerns  of  government,  and  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  did  endeavour  to  dispose  of  the  offices  relative  to  the 
same  for  their  corrupt  purposes,  and  to  rob  the  nabob's  servants  of 
their  due  allowances ;  and  in  his  letter  of  the  1st  September,  1778, 
he  sent  a  complaint  to  the  board,  stating,  "  that  certain  bad  men 
had  gained  an  ascendancy  over  the  nabob's  temper,  by  whose  insti- 
gation he  acts."  And  after  complaining  of  the  slights  he  received 
from  the  nabob,  he  adds,  "  thus  they  cause  the  nabob  to  treat  me, 
sometimes  with  indignity,  at  others  with  kindness,  just  as  they 
think  proper  to  advise  him ;  their  view  is,  that,  by  compelling  me 
to  displeasure  at  most  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force  me 
either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join  with  them,  and  act  by 
their  advice,  and  appoint  creatures  of  their  recommendation  to  the 
different  offices,  from  which  they  might  draw  profit  to  themselves." 

XXI. 

That  in  a  subsequent  lett«r  to  the  governor,  the  said  super- 
intendent of  justice  did  inform  him,  the  said  AVarren  Hastings,  of 
the  audacious  and  corrupt  manner,  in  which  by  violence,  fraud,  and 
forgery,  the  eunuchs  of  Munny  Begum  had  abused  the  nabob's 
name,  to  deprive  the  judicial  and  executory  officers  of  justice 
of  the  salaries,  which  they  ought  to  have  drawn  from  the  company's 
treasury  in  the  following  words  : — "  the  begum's  ministers,  before 
my  arrival,  with  the  advice  of  their  counsellors,  caused  the  nabob  to 
sign  a  receipt  in  consequence  of  which  they  received,  at  two  dif- 
ferent times,  near  50,000  rupees  [5000^.]  in  the  name  of  the  officers 
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of  the  adawlut,  fousdary,  &c.  from  the  company's  sircars;  and 
having  drawn  up  an  account-current  in  the  manner  they  toished, 
they  had  got  the  nabob  to  sign  it,  and  sent  it  to  me."  And  in  the 
same  letter  he  asserts,  "  that  these  people  had  the  nabob  entirely 
in  their  power." 

XXII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  upon  this  representation,  did, 
notwithstanding  his  late  pretended  opinion  of  the  fitness  and  the 
right  of  the  nabob  to  the  sole  administration  of  his  own  affairs, 
authoritatively  forbid  him  from  any  interference  therein,  and  ordered, 
that  the  whole  should  be  left  to  the  magistrate  aforesaid  ;  to  which 
the  nabob  did,  notwithstanding  his  pretended  independence,  yield 
an  immediate  and  unreserved  submission ;  for  the  said  Hastings's 
order  being  given  on  the  1st  of  September  at  Calcutta,  he  received 
an  ansicer  from  Muxadavad  on  the  3rd,  in  the  following  terms : 

"  Agreeably  to  your  pleasure  I  have  relinquished  all  concern 

with  the  affairs  of  the  fousdary  and  adawlut,  leaving  the  entire 
management  in  Sudder  ul  Hock's'  hands."  Which  said  circum- 
stance, as  well  as  many  others,  abundantly  proves,  that  all  the 
nabob's  actions  were  in  truth  and  fact  entirely  governed  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  said  Hastings ;  and  that  however  the  said  Hastings 
may  have  publicly  discouraged  the  corrupt  transactions  of  the  said 
court,  yet  he  did  secretly  uphold  the  authority  and  influence  of 
Munny  Begum,  who  did  entirely  direct,  with  his  knowledge  and 
countenance,  all  the  proceedings  therein.     For 

XXIII. 

That  on  the  13th  of  the  said  month  of  September  he  did  receive 
a  further  complaint  of  the  corrupt  and  fraudulent  practices  of  the 
chief  eunuch  of  the  said  Munny  Begum ;  and  these  corrupt  practices 
did  so  continue  and  increase,  that  on  the  10th  of  October,  1778,  he 
was  obhged  to  confess,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  pernicious 
consequences  of  his  before-created  unwarrantable  and  illegal  arrange- 
ments; for,  in  a  letter  of  that  date  to  the  nabob,  he  expresses 
himself  as  follows  :  "  At  your  excellency's  request,  I  sent  Sudder 
ul  Hock  Khan  to  take  on  him  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  adawlut  and  fousdary,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not 
only  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  your  excellency,  but  that,  through 
his  abilities  and  experience,  these  affairs  would  have  been  con- 
ducted in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  secured  the  peace  of  the 
country,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people ;  and  it  is  with  the 
greatest  concern  I  learn,  that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  being  at- 
tended with  the  expected  advantages,  that  the  affairs  both  of  the 
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fousdary  and  adawlut  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  imaginable, 
and  daily  robberies  and  murders  are  perpetrated  throughout  the 
country.  This  is  evidently  owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  authority 
in  the  person  appointed  to  superintend  them.  I  therefore  ad- 
dressed your  excellency  on  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the 
affairs  in  question,  and  of  the  necessity  of  lodging  full  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  person  chosen  to  administer  them  ;  in  reply  to  which 
your  excellency  expressed  sentiments  coincident  with  mine ;  not- 
withstanding which,  your  dependents  and  people,  actuated  by 
selfish  and  avaricious  mews,  have  iy  their  interference  so  impeded  the 
iusiness,  as  to  throw  the  whole  cowntry  into  a  state  of  confusion  ;  from 
which  nothing  can  retrieve  it  hut  an  unlimited  power  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  the  superintendent.  I  therefore  request,  that  your  excel- 
lency will  give  the  strictest  injunctions  to  all  your  dependents 
not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  any  matter  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  the  adawlut  and  fousdary ;  and  that  you  wiU  yourself 
relinquish  all  interference  therein,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  the 
management  of  Sudder  ul  Hock  Khan  :  this  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  restore  the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquillity."  And  he 
concluded  by  again  recommending  the  nabob  to  withdraw  all  inter- 
ference with  the  administrator  aforesaid ;  "  otherwise  a  measure 
which  I  adopted  at  your  excellency's  request,  and  with  a  view  to 
your  satisfaction,  and  the  benefit  of  the  country,  wiU  be  attended 
with  quite  contrary  effects,  and  bring  discredit  on  me." 

XXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  in  which  he  so 
strongly  condemns  the  acts,  and  so  clearly  marks  out  the  mis- 
chievous effects  of  the  corrupt  influence,  under  which  alone  the 
nabob  acted,  and  under  which  alone,  from  his  known  incapacity, 
and  his  dependence  on  the  person  supported  by  the  said  Hastings, 
he  could  act,  did  propose  to  put  all  the  offices  of  justice  (which 
on  another  occasion  he  had  requested  him  to  permit  to  remain  in 
the  hands  which  then  held  them)  into  his  own  disposal ;  telUng 
him,  or  rather  the  woman  and  eunuchs  who  governed  him,  "  that  if 
his  excellency  has  any  plan  for  the  management  of  the  afi&,irs  in 
future,  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  and  every  attention 
shall  be  paid  to  give  your  excellency  satisfaction.'"  By  which 
means  not  only  particular  parts,  as  before,  but  the  whole  system  of 
justice  was  to  be  afloat,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  purposes  of  the 
aforesaid  corrupt  cabal  of  women  and  eunuchs. 
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That  the  court  of  directors,  on  receiving  an  account  of  the  above 
arrangements,  and  being  well  apprized  of  the  spirit,  intention,  and 
probable  effect  of  the  same,  did,  in  a  clear,  firm,  and  decisive  manner, 
express  their  condemnation  of  the  measure,  and  their  rejection  and 
reprobation  of  all  the  pretended  grounds  and  reasons,  on  which  the 
same  was  supported ;  marking  distinctly  his  prevarication  and  con- 
tradictions in  the  same,  and  pointing  to  him  their  full  conviction  of 
the  unworthy  motives,  on  which  he  had  made  so  shameful  an  arrange- 
ment ;  telling  him,  in  the  I7th  paragraph  of  their  general  letter,  of 
the  4th  of  February  1779, "  the  nabob's  letters  of  the  26th  and  30th 
of  August,  of  the  3rd  of  September,  and  17th  of  November,  leave 
us  no  doubt  of  the  true  design  of  this  extraordinary  business  being 
to  Iring  forward  Munny  Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with 
improper  power  and  influence,  notwithstanding  our  former  declara- 
tion, that  so  great  a  part  of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled 
and  misapplied  under  her  superintendence." 

XXVI. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  censure  and  condemnation  of  the 
unwarrantable  measures  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  court 
of  directors,  on  the  aforesaid  and  other  weighty  and  substantial 
grounds,  they  did  order  and  direct  as  follows,  in  the  20th  paragraph 
of  the  general  letter  of  the  same  date :  "  As  we  deem  it  for  the 
welfare  of  the  country  that  the  office  of  naib  soubadar  be  for  the 
present  continued,  and  that  this  high  office  should  be  fiUed  by  a 
person  of  wisdom,  experience,  and  of  approved  fidelity  to  the  com- 
pany ;  and  as  we  have  no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  given  of 
Mahomed  RezaKhan,  in  our  letter  of  the  24th  December,  1776,  we 
positively  direct,  that  you  forthwith  signify  to  the  nabob,  Mobarek 
ul  Dowla,  our  pleasure,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  be  immediately 
restored  to  the  office  of  naib  soubadar ;  and  we  further  direct,  that 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan  be  again  assured  of  the  continuance  of  our 
favours,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  company, 
and  a  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station  shall  render  him 
worthy  of  our  protection." 

XXVII. 

That  the  aforesaid  direction  did  convey  in  it  such  evident  and 
cogent  reason,  and  was  so  far  enforced  by  justice  to  individuals,  and 
by  regard  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  natives,  as  weU  as  by 
the   common  decorum  to  be  observed  in  all  the  transactions  of 
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government,  that  the  said  Hastings  ought  to  have  yielded  a  cheerful 
obedience  thereto,  even  if  he  had  not  been  by  a  positive  statute,  and 
his  relation  of  servant  to  the  company,  bound  to  that  just  submis- 
sion. Yet  the  said  Hastings  did,  without  denying  or  evading  any 
one  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  court  of  directors,  or  controvert- 
ing the  scandalous  motives  assigned  by  them  for  his  conduct,  con- 
tumaciously refuse  obedience  to  the  above  positive  order  on  pretence 
that  the  nabob,  who  he  had  declared  it  on  record  "  to  be  as  visible 
as  the  light  of  the  sun,  is  a  mere  pageant,  and  without  even  the 
shadow  of  authority,"  did  dissent  from  the  same  ;  and  he  did 
encourage  the  said  nabob,  or  rather  the  eunuchs,  the  corrupt  minis- 
ters of  Munny  Begum,  to  oppose  himself  and  themselves  to  the 
authority  of  the  said  court  of  directors ;  by  which  means  the 
arrangement,  three  times  either  ratified,  or  expressly  ordered  by 
them,  was  wholly  defeated :  the  aforesaid  corrupt  system  was  con- 
tinued ;  Mahomed  Heza  Khan  was  not  restored  to  his  ofi&ee ;  and 
a  lesson  was  taught  to  the  natives  of  all  ranks,  that  the  declared 
approbation,  the  avowed  sanction,  and  the  decided  authority  of  the 
court  of  directors,  were  wholly  nugatory  to  their  protection  against 
the  corrupt  influence  of  their  servants. 

XXVIII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  on  a  reconciliation  with  Mr. 
Francis,  one  of  the  council-general,  who  made  it  a  condition  thereof 
that  certain  of  the  company's  orders  should  be  obeyed,  and  that 
Mahomed  Heza  Khan  should  be  restored  to  his  offices,  did  a  con- 
siderable time  after,  notwithstanding  the  pretended  reluctance  of 
the  nabob,  and  his  pretended  freedom,  make,  for  his  convenience  in 
the  said  accommodation,  the  arrangement,  which  he  had  unwarrant- 
ably and  illegally  refused  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  and 
did  of  his  own  authority  and  that  of  the  board  restore  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan  to  his  offices. 

XXIX. 

That  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  said  Mr.  Francis  he  did 
again  deprive  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  of  his  said  offices,  and 
did  make  several  great  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  criminal 
justice  in  the  said  country  ;  and  after  having,  under  pretence  of  the 
nabob's  sufficiency  for  the  management  of  his  own  affairs,  displaced, 
without  any  specific  charge,  trial,  or  inquiry  whatsoever,  the  said 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  he  did  submit  the  said  nabob  to  the  entire 
direction,  in  all  parts  of  his  concerns,  of  a  resident  of  his  own 
nomination,  Sir  John  Doyley,  Bart.,  and  did  order  an  account  of 
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the  most  minute  parts  of  his  domestic  economy  to  be  made  out, 
and  to  be  dehvered  to  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley,  in  the  following 
words,  contained  in  a  paper  by  him  intitled,  INSTRUCTIONS 
from  the  governor-general  to  the  nabob  Mobarek  ul  Dowla,  respect- 
ing his  conduct  in  the  management  of  his  affairs :  "  you  will  be 
pleased  to  direct  your  mutta  seddies  to  form  an  account  of  the  fixed 
sums  of  your  monthly  expenses,  such  as  servants'"  wages  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  pensions,  and  other  allowances,  as  well  as  of  the 
estimated  amount  of  variable  expenses,  to  be  delivered  to  Sir  John 
Doyley  for  my  inspection.  I  have  given  such  orders  to  Sir  John 
Doyley  as  will  enable  him  to  propose  to  you  such  reductions  of  the 
pensions  and  other  allowances,  and  such  a  distribution  of  the  variable 
expenses,  as  shall  be  proportionable  to  the  total  sum  of  your  monthly 
income  ;  and  I  must  request  you  will  conform  to  it^  And  he  did,  in 
the  subsequent  articles  of  his  said  instructions,  order  the  whole 
management  to  be  directed  by  Sir  John  Doyley,  subject  to  his  own 
directions  as  aforesaid ;  and  did  even  direct  what  company  he  should 
keep ;  and  did  throw  reflections  on  some  persons,  in  places  the 
nearest  to  him,  as  of  bad  character  and  base  origin — persons, 
whom  he  should  decline  to  name  as  such,  "  unless  he  heard,  that 
they  still  availed  themselves  of  his  goodness  to  retain  the  places 
which  they  improperly  hold  near  his  person."  And  he  did  parti- 
cularly order  the  said  nabob  not  to  admit  any  English,  but  such  as 
the  said  Sir  John  Doyley  should  approve,  to  his  presence ;  and  did 
repeat  the  said  order  in  the  following  peremptory  manner :  "  you 
must  forbid  any  person  of  that  nation  to  be  intruded  into  your  pre- 
sence, without  his  introduction."  And  he  did  require  his  obedience 
in  the  following  authoritative  style :  "  I  shall  think  myself  obliged 
to  interfere  in  another  manner  if  you  neglect  it." 

XXX. 

That  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  insult  the  captive  con- 
dition of  the  said  nabob  by  informing  him,  in  his  imperious  instruc- 
tions aforesaid,  that  this  total,  blind,  and  implicit  obedience,  in  every 
respect  whatsoever,  to  Sir  John  Doyley  and  himself  personally,  and 
without  any  reference  to  the  board,  "  was  the  very  conditions  of  the 
compliance  of  the  governor-general  and  council  with  his  late  requisi- 
tion ;"  which  requisition  was  that  he  should  enjoy  the  free  and  uncon- 
trolled management  of  his  own  affairs.  And  though  the  said  captive 
did  offer,  as  he  the  said  Hastings  himself  admits,  four  lacs  of  his 
stipend,  at  that  time  reduced  to  sixteen  lacs,  for  the  free  use  of  the 
remainder,  yet  he  did  place  him  the  said  nabob  in  the  state  of  ser- 
vitude in  the  said  instructions  laid  down  but  a  very  short  time 
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after  he  had  assumed  and  used  the  said  nabob's  independent  rights 
as  a  ground  for  refusing  to  obey  the  company's  orders;  and  although 
he  has  declared,  or  pretended,  on  another  occasion,  which  he  would 
have  thought  similar,  that  any  attempt  to  limit  the  household 
expenses  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  was  an  indignity,  "  which  no  man 
living,  however  mean  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  condition  in 
it,  would  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  other,  without  the  want  or 
forfeiture  of  every  manly  principle." 


XXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  order  the  said  stipend 
(which  was  to  be  distributed  in  the  minutest  particular,  according 
to  the  said  Hastings's  personal  directions)  to  be  paid  monthly,  not 
to  any  officer  of  the  nabob,  but  to  the  said  resident  Sir  John 
Doyley.  And  whereas  the  governor-general  and  council  did,  on 
the  appointment  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  according  to  their  duty 
instruct  him,  that  "  he  do  conform  to  the  orders  of  the  company, 
which  direct  that  an  annual  account  of  the  nabob's  expenses  be 
transmitted  through  the  resident  at  the  durbar,  for  the  inspection 
of  this  hoard,'''' — the  said  Hastings,  in  making  his  new  establish- 
ment in  favour  of  his  resident,  did  wholly  omit  the  said  instruction, 
and  did  confine  the  said  communication  to  himself  privately.  And 
in  fact  it  does  not  appear  that  any  account  whatsoever  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  said  large  sum,  exceeding  160,000?.  sterling  a  year, 
has  been  laid  before  the  board,  or  at  least  that  any  such  account 
has  been  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  it  is  not  fitting 
that  any  British  servant  of  the  company  should  have  the  manage- 
ment of  any  public  money,  much  less  of  so  great  a  sum,  without  a 
public  well-vouched  account  of  the  specific  expenditure  thereof. 

XXXII. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1766, 
propose  certain  rules  for  regulating  the  correspondence  of  the 
resident  with  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  in  which  they  did  direct,  as  a 
principle  for  the  said  regulations,  as  follows  (paragraph  1 6th)  :  "  we 
would  have  his  correspondence  to  be  carried  on  with  the  select 
committee  through  the  channel  of  the  president ;  he  should  keep  a 
diary  of  all  his  transactions.  His  correspondence  with  the  natives 
must  be  publicly  conducted;  copies  of  all  his  letters,  sent  and 
received,  be  transmitted  monthly  to  the  presidency,  with  duplicates 
and  triplicates  to  be  transmitted  home  in  our  general  packet  by 
every  ship." 
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XXXIII. 
That  the  president  and  select  committee  (Lord  Clive  being  then 
president)  did  approve  of  the  whole  substantial  part  of  the  said 
regulation  (the  diary  excepted) ;  and  the  principle,  in  all  matters 
of  account,  ought  to  have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  whatever  limi- 
tations may  have  been  given  to  the  office  of  resident.  Yet  he  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  aforesaid  good  rules, 
orders,  and  late  precedent  in  conformity  to  the  same,  did  not  only 
withhold  any  order  for  the  purpose,  but,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  said  durbar  in  a  clandestine  manner  for  his  own 
purposes,  did,  as  aforesaid,  exclude  all  English  from  an  intercourse 
with  the  nabob,  who  might  carry  complaints  or  representations  to 
the  board,  or  the  court  of  directors,  of  his  condition  or  the  con- 
duct of  the  resident ;  and  did  further,  to  defeat  all  possible  pub- 
licity, insinuate  to  him  to  give  the  preference  to  verbal  communi- 
cation above  letters,  in  the  words  following  of  the  9th  article  of  his 
instructions  to  the  nabob ;  "  although  I  desire  to  receive  your 
letters  frequently,  yet,  as  many  matters  will  occur,  which  cannot 
be  so  easily  explained  by  letters  as  hy  conversation,  I  desire  that  you 
will  on  such  occasions  give  your  orders  to  him  respecting  such 
points  as  you  may  desire  to  have  imparted  to  me ;  and  I,  post- 
poning every  other  concern,  will  give  an  immediate  and  the  most 
satisfactory  reply  concerning  them."  Accordingly,  no  relation 
whatsoever  has  been  received  by  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said 
nabob's  affairs ;  nor  any  account  of  the  money  monthly  paid, 
except  from  public  fame,  which  reports  that  his  affaii-s  are  in  great 
disorder,  his  servants  unpaid,  and  many  of  them  dismissed,  and  all 
the  Mussulmen  dependent  on  his  family  in  a  state  of  indigence. 

XVIII.    THE  MOGUL  DELIVERED  UP  TO  THE 
MAHEATTAS. 


That  Shah  AUum,  the  prince,  commonly  called  the  Great  Mogul, 
or  by  eminence,  the  king,  is,  or  lately  was,  in  the  possession  of  the 
ancient  capital  of  Hindostan ;  and  though  without  any  consider- 
able territory,  and  without  a  revenue  sufficient  to  maintain  a  mode- 
rate state,  he  is  still  much  respected  and  considered;  and  the 
custody  of  his  person  is  eagerly  sought  by  many  of  the  princes  in 
India,  on  account  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  his  title  and  authority ; 
and  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  East  India  Company  that,  while 
on  one  hand  no  wars  shall  be  entered  into  in  support  of  his  pre- 
tensions, on  the  other  no  steps  should  be  taken  which  may  tend 
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to  deliver  hira  into  the  hands  of  any  of  the  powerful  states  of  that 
country ;  but  that  he  should  be  treated  with  friendship,  good  faith, 
and  respectful  attention. 

II. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  this  safe,  just,  and 
honourable  policy  strongly  prescribed  and  enforced  by  the  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors,  did  (at  a  time  when  he  was  engaged  in  a 
negotiation,  the  declared  purpose  of  which  was  to  give  peace  to 
India)  concur  with  the  captain-general  of  the  Mahratta  state, 
called  Madajee  Scindia,  in  hostile  designs  against  the  few  remaining 
territories  of  that  same  Mogul  emperor,  by  virtue  of  whose  grant 
the  company  actually  possess  the  government,  and  enjoy  the 
revenues,  of  great  provinces,  and  also  against  the  possessions  of 
a  Mahomedan  chief  called  Nudjif  Cawn,  a  person  of  much  merit 
with  the  East  India  Company ;  in  acknowledgment  of  which  they 
had  granted  him  a  pension,  included  in  the  tribute  due  to  the  king, 
and,  together  with  that  tribute,  taken  from  him  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  though  expressly  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  company. 
With  both  these  powers  the  company  had  been  in  friendship,  and 
were  actually  at  peace  at  the  time  of  the  said  clandestine  concur- 
rence in  a  design  against  them ;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  since 
declared  that  the  right  of  one  of  them,  namely,  "  the  right  of  the 
Mogul  emperor  to  our  assistance,  has  been  constantly  acknow- 
ledged." 

III. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  of  his  treacherous 
concurrence  in  a  design  against  a  power,  which  he  was  himself  of 
opinion  we  were  bound  to  assist,  and  against  whom  there  was  no 
doubt  he  was  bound  neither  to  form  nor  to  concur  in  any  hostUe 
attempt,  did  give  a  caution  to  Colonel  Muir,  to  whom  the  nego- 
tiation aforesaid  was  intrusted  on  the  part  of  the  company,  against 
"  inserting  any  thing  in  the  treaty,  which  might  expressly  mark  our 
knowledge  of  his  [the  Mahratta  general's]  views  or  concurrence  in 
them^''  Which  said  transaction  was  full  of  dupUcity  and  fraud; 
and  the  crime  of  the  said  Hastings  therein  is  aggravated  by  his 
having  some  years  before  withheld  the  tribute,  which  by  treaty  was 
solemnly  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  said  king,  on  pretence  that  he 
had  thrown  himself,  for  the  recovery  of  his  city  of  Delhi,  on  the 
protection  of  the  Mahrattas,  whom  the  said  Warren  Hastings  then 
called  the  natural  enemies  of  the  company,  and  the  growth  of  whose 
power  he  then  alleged  to  be  highly  dangerous  to  the  interest  of  this 
kingdom  in  India. 
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IV. 

That  after  having  concurred,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  in 
a  design  of  the  Mahi-attas  against  the  Mogul ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  formerly  declared  "  that 
with  him  [the  Mogul]  our  connexion  had  been  a  long  time  sus- 
pended, and  he  wished  never  to  see  it  renewed,  as  it  had  proved  a 
fatal  drain  to  the  wealth  of  Bengal,  and  the  treasury  of  the  com- 
pany, without  yielding  one  advantage  or  possible  resource,  even 
of  remote  benefits,  in  return,"  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
nevertheless,  on  or  about  the  month  of  March,  1783,  with  the 
privity  and  consent  of  the  members  of  the  board,  but  by  no  autho- 
ritative act,  despatch,  as  agents  of  him  the  governor-general  only, 
and  not  as  agents  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  as  they 
ought  to  have  been,  certain  persons,  among  whom  were  Major 
Browne  and  Major  Davy,  to  the  court  of  the  king  at  Delhi,  and 
did  there  enter  into  certain  engagements  with  the  said  king  by  the 
means  of  those  agents,  and  did  carry  on  certain  private  and  dan- 
gerous intrigues  for  various  purposes,  particularly  for  making  war 
in  favour  of  the  said  king,  against  some  powers  or  princes  not 
precisely  described,  but  which,  as  may  be  inferred  from  a  subse- 
quent correspondence,  were  certain  Mahomedan  princes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Delhi  in  amity  with  the  company,  and  some  of 
them  at  that  time  in  the  actual  service,  and  in  the  apparent  con- 
fidence and  favour  of  the  said  Mogul ;  and  he  did  order  Major 
Browne  to  offer  to  the  Mogul  king  to  provide  for  the  entire  expense 
of  awy  troops  the  shah  [the  said  king]  might  require ;  and  the 
proposal  was  accordingly  accepted  with  the  conditions  annexed ; 
by  which  proposal  and  acceptance  thereof  the  East  India  Company 
was  placed  in  a  situation  of  great  and  perplexing  difficulty,  since 
either  they  were  to  engage,  at  an  unlimited  expense,  in  new  wars, 
contrary  to  their  orders,  contrary  to  their  general  declared  policy, 
and  contrary  to  the  published  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  wholly  incompatible  with  the  state  of  their  finances ; 
or,  to  preserve  peace,  they  must  risk  the  imputation  of  a  new 
violation  of  faith,  by  departing  from  an  agreement  made  on  the 
voluntary  proposal  of  their  own  government ;  the  agent  of  the  said 
Hastings  having  declared,  in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  by  him 
communicated  to  the  Board,  "  that  the  business  of  assisting  the 
shah  [the  Mogul  emperor]  can  and  must  go  on,  if  we  wish  to  be 
secure  in  India,  or  regarded  as  a  nation  of  faith  and  honour." 


ID^* 
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V. 


That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  20th  day  of  January, 
1784,  send  in  circulation  to  the  other  members  of  the  council  a 
letter  to  him  from  his  agent.  Major  Browne,  dated  at  Delhi,  on  the 
30th  of  December,  1783,  viz.  that  letter,  to  which  the  foregoing 
references  are  made,  in  which  the  said  Browne  did  directly  press, 
and  indirectly  (though  sufficiently  and  strongly)  suggest  several 
highly  dangerous  measures  for  realizing  the  general  offers  and 
engagements  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings ; — proposing,  that  be- 
sides a  proportion  of  field  artillery,  and  a  train  of  battering  cannon 
for  the  purpose  of  sieges,  six  regiments  of  sepoys  in  the  company''s 
service  should  be  transferred  to  that  of  the  said  king,  and  that 
certain  other  corps  should  also  be  raised  for  the  said  service  in  the 
English  provinces  and  dependencies,  to  be  immediately  under  the 
king's  [the  Mogul's]  orders,  and  to  be  maintained  by  assignments 
of  territorial  revenue  within  the  province  of  Oude,  a  dependent 
member  of  the  British  government,  but  with  a  caution  against 
having  any  British  officer  with  the  same ;  the  said  Major  Browne 
expressing  his  caution  as  followeth : — "  If  any  European  officer  be 
with  this  corps,  a  very  nice  judgment  indeed  must  direct  the  choice ; 
for  scarce  any  are  in  the  smallest  degree  ^  for  such,  employ,  but 
much  more  likely  to  do  harm  than  good."  And  the  letter*  aforesaid 
being  without  any  observation  thereon,  or  any  disavowal  of  the 
matters  of  fact,  or  of  the  counsels  so  strongly  and  authoritatively 
delivered  therein  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  agetft,  and  without 
any  mark  of  disapprobation  of  any  part  of  his  plan,  whether  that  of 
the  assignment  of  territory  belonging  to  th&  company's  alhes  for 
the  maintenance  of  troops,  which  were  to  be  by  that  plan  put  under 
the  orders  of  a  foreign  independent  power,  or  that  of  employing  the 
said  troops  without  any  British  officer  witlrthem ;  or  for  his  alarm- 
ing observation  by  him  entered  on  the  company's  records,  which,  if 
not  an  implied  censure  on  the  nature  of  the  service,  in  which  British 
officers  are  supposed  improper  to  be  trusted,  is  a  strong  reflection 
on  the  character  of  the  British  officers,  which  was  to  render  them 
unfit  to  be  employed  in  an  honourable  service — the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  thereby  give  a  countenance  to  the  said  unwarrantable 
and  dangerous  proposals  and  reflections. 

VI. 

That,  a  considerable  time  before  the  production  and  circulation 
of  Major  Browne's  letter,  the  said  Hastings  did  enter  a  minute  of 
consultation,  containing  a  proposition  similar  in  the  general  intent 
to  that  in  the  said  letter  contained  for  assisting  the  Mogul  with  a 
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military  force ;  but  the  other  members  of  the  board  did  disagree 
thereto,  and  being  alarmed  at  the  disposition  so  strongly  shown  by 
the  said  Hastings  to  engage  in  new  wars,  and  dangerous  foreign 
connexions,  and  possibly  having  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  his 
agent,  did  call  upon  him  to  produce  his  instructions  to  Major  Browne ; 
and  he  did  on  the  5th  of  October,  1783,  and  not  before,  enter  on 
the  consultations  a  certain  paper,  purporting  to  be  the  instructions, 
which  he  had  given  to  Major  Browne  the  preceding  March,  the  time 
of  his,  the  said  Browne's  appointment,  in  which  pretended  instruc- 
tions no  direction  whatsoever  was  given  to  the  effect,  of  his  the  said 
Hastings's  minute  of  consultation,  or  propounded ;  that  is  to  say, 
no  power  was  given  in  the  said  instructions  to  make  a  direct  offer 
of  military  aid  to  the  Mogul,  or  to  form  the  arrangements  stated 
by  the  said  Browne,  in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  as  having 
been  made  by  the  express  authority  of  the  said  Hastings  himself. 
But  the  said  instructions  contained  nothing  further  on  that  subject 
but  a  conditional  direction,  that,  in  case  a  military  force  should  be 
required  for  the  Mogul's  aid  or  protection,  the  major  is  to  know 
the  service  on  which  it  is  to  be  employed,  and  the  resources  from 
whence  it  is  to  be  paid ;  and  the  instructions  produced  as  his  real 
instructions  by  the  said  Hastings  are  so  guarded  as  to  caution  the 
said  Browne  against  talcing  any  part  in  the  intrigues  of  those  who  are 
about  the  Mng''s  person.  By  which  letters,  instructions,  and  trans- 
actions, compared  with  each  other,  it  appears,  that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  after  six  months'  delay  in  entering  of  (contrary  to  the 
company's  order)  any  instructions  to  the  said  Browne,  did  at  last 
enter  a  false  paper  as  the  true,  or  that  he  did  give  other  secret 
instructions  totally  different  from,  and  even  opposite  to,  his  public 
ostensible  instructions,  thereby  to  deceive  the  council,  and  to  carry 
on,  with  less  obstructions,  dark  and  dangerous  intrigues,  contrary 
to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  true  policy  of  this 
kingdom,  and  to  the  safety  of  the  British  possessions  in  the  East. 

VII. 

That  the  said  letter  from  Major  Browne  was  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  without  being  ac- 
companied by  any  part  of  the  previous  correspondence  ;  by  which 
wilful  concealment  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high 
and  criminal  disrespect  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  of  a  most 
flagrant  breach  and  violation  of  their  orders,  which  he  was  bound 
by  an  act  of  parliament  to  obey. 
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VIII. 


That  the  said  Hastings  having  early  in  the  year  1784  procured 
to  himself  a  deputation  to  act  in  the  upper  provinces,  the  council, 
being  well  aware  of  his  disposition  to  engage  in  unwarrantable 
designs  against  the  neighbouring  states,  did  expressly  confine  his 
powers  to  the  circumstance  of  his  actual  residence  within  the  com- 
pany's provinces ;  but  it  appears  that  ways  were  found  out,  by 
which  he  hoped  to  defeat  the  precautions  of  the  board :  for  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  write  from  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  the 
country  of  Oude,  to  the  court  of  directors,  a  certain  postscript  of  a 
letter,  dated  the  4th  of  May,  1784,  in  which  he  informs  the  court, 
that  the  son  and  heir-apparent  of  the  Great  Mogul  had  taken  refuge 
with  him,  and  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  that  he  had  a  conference  with 
that  prince  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month  of  May,  "no  person 
being  either  present  or  within  hearing"  during  the  same ;  and  that 
in  the  said  conference  the  prince  had  informed  him  of  the  distresses 
of  his  father,  and  his  wish  for  the  relief  of  the  king,  and  the  restora^ 
tion  of  the  dominions  of  his  house,  as  well  as  to  rescue  him  from 
the  power  of  certain  persons  not  named,  who  degraded  him  into  a 
mere  instrument  of  their  interested  and  sordid  designs ;  and  that, 
on  a  failure  of  his  application  to  him,  he  would  either  return  to  his 
father,  or  proceed  to  Calcutta,  and  thence  to  England ;  and  that 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  him  an  answer  to  the  following 
effect ;  "  that  our  [the  British]  government  had  just  obtained  reUef 
from  a  state  of  universal  warfare,  and  required  a  term  of  repose ; 
that  our  whole  nation  was  weary  of  war,  and  dreaded  the  renewal 
of  it,  a/ad  would  he  equally  alarmed  at  any  movement,  of  which  it  could 
not  see  the  issue  or  progress,  hut  which  might  eventually  tend  to  create 
new  hostilities ;  that  he  came  hither  [to  Lucknow]  with  a  limited 
authority,  and  could  not,  if  he  chose  it,  engage  in  any  business  of 
that  nature,  without  the  concurrence  of  his  colleagues  in  office,  whom 
he  helieved  would  he  averse  to  it ;  that  he  would  represent  the  same 
to  the  joint  members  of  his  own  government,  and  wait  their  deter- 
mination. In  the  mean  time  he  advised  the  prince  to  make  advances 
to  Madajee  Scindia,  both  because  our  government  was  in  inti/nate 
and  sworn  connexion  with  him,  and  because  he  was  the  effectual  head 
of  the  Mahratta  state ;  besides  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
feared  his  [Scindia's]  taking  the  other  side  of  the  question,  unless 
he  was  early  prevented." 

IX. 

That  in  the  statement  of  this  discourse,  there  is  much  criminal 
reserve  towards  the  court  of  directors,  it  not  appearing  distinctly 
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what  the  objects  were,  nor  who  the  persons  concerned,  nor  what 
the  side  was,  which  he  apprehended  the  Mahrattas  might  take,  if 
not  prevented  by  his  advances :  and  in  the  discourse  itself  there 
were  many  particulars  highly  criminal ;  namely,  for  that  in  the  said 
conversation,  in  which  he  describes  himself  as  dechning  a  comphance 
with  the  request  of  the  prince  on  account  of  the  aversion  (therein 
strongly  expressed)  of  his  colleagues,  of  the  company,  and  of  the 
whole  British  nation,  to  engage  in  any  measures,  which  might  even 
"  eventually  lead  to  hostilities,'''' — he  spoke  to  the  prince  as  if  he  had 
been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  offers,  which  but  five  months  before 
had  been  made  to  the  king  his  father  on  the  part  of  that  very 
government  (whose  repugnance  to  such  measures  he  then  for  the 
first  time  chose  to  profess,  but  which  he  always  had  known)  through 
Major  Browne,  the  company's  representative  at  the  court  of  Delhi, 
"  to  provide  for  the  entire  expense  of  any  troops,  which  the  shah 
[the  king]  might  require  ;"  and  that  this  was  "  what  the  resident 
had  always  proposed  to  the  king  and  his  confidential  ministers ;" — 
the  said  Browne  further  declaring,  "  that  if,  in  consequence  of  the 
said  proposals,  cei-tain  arrangements  for  the  shah's  service,  by 
troops,  were  not  immediately  ordered,  in  his  opinion  all  our  [English 
government's]  offers  and  promises  will  be  considered  as  false  and 
insidious."  This  being  the  known  state  of  the  business  as  repre- 
sented by  the  said  Hastings's  own  agent,  and  this  the  public  opinion 
of  it,  although  to  impose  on  the  ignorance  of  the  prince  with  regard 
to  the  proceedings  at  his  father's  court  would  have  been  unworthy 
in  itself,  yet  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  could  not  hope  to 
succeed  in  such  imposition,  as  in  the  postscript  aforesaid  he  repre- 
sents the  said  prince  [who  was  the  king's  eldest  son,  and  thirty-six 
years  of  age]  as  a  person  of  considerable  qualifications,  and  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  transactions  at  his  father's  court,  and  as  one 
who  had  long  held  the  principal  and  most  active  part  in  the  little 
that  remained  of  the  administration  of  Shah  Allum.  And  the  said 
Hastings  conferring  with  a  prince  so  well  instructed,  without  making 
the  slightest  allusions  to  his  said  positive  and  recent  engagements, 
or  without  giving  any  explanation  with  regard  to  them,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  must  appear  to  the  said  prince  either  as  a  person 
not  only  contracting  engagements,  but  actually  being  the  first  mover 
and  proposer  of  them,  without  any  authority  from  his  colleagues,  and 
against  their's  and  the  general  inclination  of  the  British  nation,  and 
on  that  ground  not  to  be  trusted ;  or  that  he  had  used  this  plea  of 
disagreement  between  him  and  his  council  as  a  pretence,  set  up 
without  colour  or  decency,  for  a  gross  violation  of  his  own  engage- 
ments; leaving  the  princes  and  states  of  the  country  no  solid 
ground  on  which  they  can  or  ought  to  contract  with  the  company, 

o  2 
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to  the  utter  destruction  of  all  public  confidence,  and  to  the  equal 
disgrace  of  the  national  candour,  integrity,  and  wisdom. 

X. 

That  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  same  place,  Lucknow,  the  16th 
of  the  following  June,  1784,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  informs  the 
court  of  directors,  that  Major  Browne,  their  agent  to  the  Mogul, 
had  arrived  there  in  the  character  also  of  agent  from  the  Mogul, 
with  two  sets  of  instructions  from  two  opposite  parties  in  his  minis- 
try, which  instructions  were  directly  contrary  to  each  other ;  the 
first,  which  were  the  ostensible  instructions,  being  to  engage  the 
said  Hastings,  in  the  Mogul's  name,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  mutual 
alliance  with  the  chief  of  the  country,  then  minister  to  the  said 
Mogul,  called  Affrasaib  Khan  ;  the  second  were  from  another  prin- 
cipal person,  called  Mudjed  ul  Dowla,  also  a  minister  of  the  said 
Mogul  (but  styled  in  the  said  letter  confidential,  for  distinction), 
which  were  directly  destructive  of  the  former ;  and  the  said  latter 
instructions,  to  which  it  seems  credence  was  to  be  given,  were  sent 
"  under  the  most  solemn  adjurations  of  secrecy."  The  purpose  of 
these  latter  and  secret  instructions  was  to  require  the  company's 
aid  in  freeing  the  Mogul  from  the  oppressions  of  his  servants, 
namely,  from  the  oppressions  of  the  said  Affrasaib,  between  whom 
and  the  company,  Major  Browne  (at  once  agent  to  that  company, 
and  to  two  opposite  factions  in  the  Mogul's  comrt)  accepted  a  power 
to  make  a  treaty  of  mutual  alliance  under  the  sanction  of  his 
sovereign ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  he,  Warren  Hastings,  did 
discountenance  the  double  dealing  and  fraudulent  agencies  of  his 
and  the  company's  minister  at  that  court ;  or  did  disavow  any  par- 
ticular in  the  letter  from  him  the  said  Browne,  of  the  30th  of 
December,  178.3,  stating  the  oflfers  made  on  his  part  to  the  Mogul, 
so  contradictory  to  his  late  declarations  to  the  heir-apparent  of 
that  monarch,  or  did  give  any  reprimand  to  the  said  Browne,  or 
did  show  any  mark  of  displeasure  against  him,  as  having  acted 
without  orders,  but  did  again  send  him,  with  renewed  consequence, 
to  the  court  aforesaid. 

XI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  still  pursuing  his  said  evil 
designs,  did  apply  to  the  council  for  discretionary  powers  relative 
to  the  intrigues  and  factions  in  the  Mogul's  court,  giving  assurances 
of  his  resolution  not  to  proceed  against  their  sense ;  but  the  said 
council  being  fully  aware  of  his  disposition,  and  having  ^lajor 
Browne's  letter,  recorded  by  himself,  the  said  Warren  Hastmgs, 
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before  them,  did  refuse  to  grant  the  said  discretionary  powers ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  did  exhort  him  "most  sedulously  and  cau- 
tiously to  avoid,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  different  princes  in 
India,  whatever  may  commit,  or  be  strained  into  an  interpretation 
of  committing  the  company,  either  as  to  their  army  or  treasure ;" 
observing,  "that  the  company's  orders  are  positive  against  their 
interference  in  the  objects  of  dispute  between  the  country  powers." 

XII. 

That  in  order  to  subvert  the  plain  and  natural  interpretation 
given  by  the  council  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  to 
justify  his  dangerous  intrigues,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his 
letter  of  the  16th  June,  1784,  to  the  said  court,  did,  in  a  most 
insolent  and  contemptuous  manner,  endeavour  to  persuade  them  of 
their  ignorance  of  the  true  sense  of  their  own  orders,  and  to  limit  their 
prohibition  of  interference  with  the  disputes  of  the  country  powers  to 
such  country  powers  as  &ve  permanent ;  expressing  himself  as  follows : 
"  the  faction  which  now  surrounds  the  throne  [the  Mogul's  throne], 
is  widely  different  from  the  idea  which  your  commands  are  intended 
to  convey  by  the  expressions,  to  which  you  have  generally  applied 
them,  of  country  powers,  to  which  that  of  permanency  is  a  necessary 
adjunct ;  and  which  may  be  more  properly  compared  to  a  splendid 
bubble,  which  the  slightest  breath  of  opposition  may  dissipate  with 
every  trace  of  its  existence."  By  which  construction  the  said 
Hastings  did  endeavour  to  persuade  the  court  of  directors  that  they 
meant  to  confine  their  prohibition  of  sinister  intrigues  to  those 
powers  only,  who  could  not  be  easily  hurt  by  them,  and  whose 
strength  was  such,  that  their  resentment  of  such  clandestine  inter- 
ference was  to  be  dreaded ;  but  that  where  the  powers  were  weak 
and  fragile,  such  intrigues  might  be  allowed. 

XIII. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  persuade  the  court  of  directors 
to  involve  themselves  in  the  affairs  of  the  Mogul,  and  to  reconcile 
this  measure  with  his  former  conduct  and  declared  opinions,  did 
write  to  them  to  the  following  effect;  that  "at  that  former  period, 
to  which  the  ancient  policy  with  regard  to  the  Mogul  applied,  the 
king's  authority  was  sufficiently  respected  [which  he  knew  not  to 
be  true,  having  himself  declared,  in  his  minute  of  the  25th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1774,  'that  he  remained  at  Delhi,  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
empire,  a  mere  cipher  in  the  administration  of  if]  to  maintain  itself 
against  common  vicissitudes.  That  he  would  not  have  advised 
interference  if  the  king  himself  retained  the  exercise  of  it,  however 
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feelh,  in  his  own  hands.  That  if  it  [the  Mogul's  authority]  is  suf- 
fered to  receive  its  final  extinction,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what 
power  may  arise  out  of  its  ru/ing,  or  what  events  may  be  linked  in 
the  same  chain  of  revolution  with  it :  but  your  interests  may  suffer 
by  it — ^your  reputation  certainly  will,  as  his  right  to  our  assistance 
has  heen  constantly  acknowledged,  and  by  a  train  of  consequences  to 
which  our  government  has  not  intentionally  given  birth ;  but  most 
especially  by  the  movements  which  its  influence,  by  too  near  an 
approach,  has  excited,  it  has  unfortunately  become  the  efficient  in- 
strument of  a  great  portion  of  the  king''s  present  distresses  and 
dangers ;"  intimating  (as  well  as  the  studied  obscurity  of  his  ex- 
pressions will  permit  any  thing  to  be  discerned)  that  his  own  late 
intrigues  had  been  among  the  causes  of  the  distresses  and  dangers, 
which,  by  new  intrigues,  he  did  pretend  to  remove :  and  he  did  con- 
clude this  part  of  his  letter  with  some  loose  general  expressions  of 
his  caution  not  to  affect  the  company's  interests  or  revenues  by  any 
measures  he  might  at  that  time  take. 


XIV. 

That  the  principle,  so  far  as  the  same  hath  been  directly  avowed, 
of  the  said  proceedings  at  the  Mogul's  court,  was  as  altogether  irra^ 
tional,  and  the  pretended  object  as  impracticable,  as  the  means 
taken  in  pursuit  of  it  were  fraudulent  and  dishonourable,  namely, 
the  restoration  of  the  Mogul  in  some  degree  to  the  dignity  of  his 
situation,  and  to  his  free  agency  in  the  conduct  of  his  af^irs.  For 
the  said  Hastings,  at  the  very  time  in  which  he  did  with  the 
greatest  apparent  earnestness  urge  the  purpose,  which  he  pretended 
to  have  in  view,  with  regard  to  the  dignity  and  liberty  of  the  Mogul 
emperor,  did  represent  him  as  a  person  wholly  disquaUfied,  and  even 
indisposed,  to  take  any  active  part  whatsoever  in  the  conduct  of 
his  own  affairs ;  and  that  any  attempt  for  that  purpose  would  be 
utterly  impracticable:  and  this  he  hath  stated  to  the  court  of 
directors  as  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  in  his  said  letter  of  the 
16th  of  Jime,  1784,  in  the  following  emphatical  and  decisive 
terms: 

"  Tou  need  not  he  told  the  character  of  the  king,  whose  inertness, 
and  the  habit  of  long-suffering,  has  debased  his  dignity  and  the  for- 
tunes of  his  house  beyond  the  power  of  retriecing  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  "W^hilst  his  personal  repose  is  undisturbed,  he  will  prefer  to 
live  in  the  meanest  state  of  indigence,  under  the  rule  of  men,  whose 
views  are  bounded  by  avarice,  and  the  power,  which  they  derive 
from  hLs  authority,  rather  than  commit  any  share  of  it  to  his  own 
sons,  though  his  affection  for  them  is  boundless  in  every  other 
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respect ;  from  a  natural  jealousy,  founded  on  the  experience  of  a 
very  different  combination  of  those  circumstances,  which  once 
served  as  a  temptation  and  example  of  unlawful  ambition  in  the 
princes  of  the  royal  line.  His  ministers,  from  a  policy  more  reason- 
able, have  constantly  employed  every  means  of  influence  to  confirm 
this  disposition,  and  to  prevent  his  sons  from  having  any  share  in 
the  distribution  of  affairs,  so  as  to  have  established  a  complete 
usurpation  of  the  royal  prerogative  under  its  own  sanction  and 
patronage." 

XV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  given  this  opinion  of  the 
sovereign,  for  whose  freedom  he  pretended  so  anxious  a  concern, 
did  describe  the  minister,  with  whom  he  had  long  acted  in  concur- 
rence, and  from  whom  he  had  just  received  the  extraordinary  secret 
embassy  aforesaid  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  deliverance  of  his 
master,  the  Mogul,  from  the  usurpations  of  Ms  ministers,  as  follows ; 
— "  The  first  minister,  Mudjud  ul  Dowla,  is  totally  deficient  in 
every  military  quality  ;  conceited  of  his  own  superior  talents  ;  and 
formed  to  the  practice  of  that  crooked  policy,  which  generally  defeats 
its  own  purpose,  but  sincerely  attached  to  his  master."  The  reality 
of  the  said  attachment  was  not  improbable,  but  altogether  useless, 
as  the  said  minister  was  the  only  one  among  the  principal  persons 
about  the  king,  who  (besides  the  total  want  of  all  military  and  civil 
ability)  possessed  no  territories,  troops,  or  other  means  of  serving 
and  supporting  him,  but  was  himself  solely  upheld  by  his  influence 
over  his  master  ;  neither  doth  the  said  Hastings  free  him  any  more 
than  the  persons  more  efficient,  who  were  to  be  destroyed,  from  a 
disposition  to  alienate  the  king  from  an  attention  to  his  affairs,  and 
from  all  confidence  in  his  own  family ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
brings  him  forward  as  the  very  first  among  the  instances  he  adduces 
to  exemplify  the  practices  of  the  ministers  against  their  sovereign 
and  his  children. 

XVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  recommending  in  general  terms, 
and  yet  condemning  in  detail,  every  part  of  his  own  pretended 
plan,  as  impracticable  in  itself,  and  as  undertaken  in  favour  of 
persons,  all  of  whom  he  describes  as  incapable,  and  the  principal 
as  indisposed  to  avail  himself  thereof,  must  have  had  some  other 
motives  for  this  long,  intricate,  dark,  and  laborious  proceeding 
with  the  Mogul,  which  must  be  sought  in  his  actions,  and  the 
evident  drift  and  tendency  thereof,  and  in  declarations  which  were 
brought  out  by  him  to  serve  other  purposes,  but  which  serve  fully 
to  explain  his  real  intentions  in  this  intrigue. 
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XVII. 

That  the  other  members  of  the  councU-general  having  abundantly 
certified  their  averseness  to  his  intrigues,  and  even  having  shown 
apprehensions  of  his  going  personally  to  the  Mogul  and  the  Mah- 
rattas  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  same,  the  said  Hastings 
was  driven  headlong  to  acts,  which  did  much  more  openly  indicate 
the  true  nature  and  purpose  of  his  machinations  ;  for  he  at  length 
recurred  directly,  and  with  little  disguise,  to  the  Mahrattas,  and 
did  open  an  intrigue  with  them,  although  he  was  obliged  to  confess, 
in  his  letter  aforesaid  of  the  16th  June,  1784,  that  the  exception, 
which  he  contended  to  be  imphed  in  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  forbidding  the  intermeddling  in  the  disputes  of  "the 
country  powers,"  namely,  "  powers  not  permanent,"  did  by  no  means 
apply  to  the  Mahrattas;  and  he  informs  the  court  of  directors 
that  he  did,  on  the  very  first  advice  he  received  of  the  flight  of  the 
Mogul's  son,  write  to  Mr.  James  Anderson,  to  apprize  the  Mah- 
ratta  chief  Scindia  of  that  event ;  "  for  which,  as  he  was  unprepared, 
he  desired  his  [the  said  Scindia' s]  advice  for  his  conduct  on  the 
occasion  of  it."  Which  method  of  calling  for  the  advice  of  a 
foreign  power  to  regulate  his  political  conduct,  instead  of  being 
regulated  therein  by  the  advice  of  the  British  council,  and  the 
standing  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  was  a  procedure  highly 
criminal ;  and  the  crime  is  aggravated  by  his  not  communicating 
the  said  correspondence  to  the  council-general,  as  by  his  duty  he 
was  bound  to  do ;  but  it  does  abundantly  prove  his  concert  with 
the  Mahrattas  in  all  that  related  to  his  negotiations  in  the  !Mogul 
court,  which  were  carried  on  agreeably  to  their  advice,  and  in 
subserviency  to  their  views  and  purposes. 

XVIII. 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  cabal  begun  with  the  Mahrattas, 
the  said  chief  Scindia  did  send  his  "familiar  and  confidential 
ministers"  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  being  at  Lucknow,  with 
whom  the  said  Hastings  did  hold  several  secret  conferences, 
without  any  secretary,  or  other  assistant ;  and  the  said  Hastings 
hath  not  conveyed  to  the  court  of  directors  any  minutes  thereof, 
but  hath  purposely  involved  even  the  general  effect  and  tendency 
of  these  conferences  in  such  obscurity,  that  it  is  no  otherwise  pos- 
sible to  perceive  the  drift  and  tendency  of  the  same,  but  by  the 
general  scope  of  counsels  and  acts  relative  to  the  politics  of  the 
M  ogul,  and  of  the  Mahrattas  together,  and  by  the  final  event  of 
the  whole,  which  is  sufficiently  visible.     For 
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XIX. 

That  the  said  Hastings  has  declared,  In  his  said  letter  of  the 
16th  of  June,  1784,  that  the  Mogul's  right  to  our  assistance  had 
been  constantly  acknowledged  ;  that  the  Mogul  had  been  oppressed 
by  the  lesser  Mahommedan  princes  in  the  character  of  his  officers  of 
state,  and  military  commanders  ;  and  he  did  plainly  intimate  that 
the  said  Mogul  ought  to  be  relieved  from  that  servitude.  And  he 
did,  in  giving  an  account  to  the  court  of  directors  of  the  conferences 
aforesaid,  assure  them  that  "  his  inclinations  [the  inclinations  of  the 
Mahratta  chief  aforesaid]  were  not  very  dissimilar  from  his  own ;" 
and  that  "neither  in  this,  nor  in  any  other  instance,  would  he 
suffer  himself  to  be  drawn  into  measures,  which  shall  tend  to 
weaken  their  connexion,  nor  in  this  even  to  oppose  his  [the  said 
chief's]  inclinations ;"  the  said  Hastings  well  knowing,  as  in  his 
letter  to  Colonel  Muir  he  has  confessed,  that  the  inchnations  of 
the  said  Scindia  were  to  seize  on  the  Mogul's  territories,  and  that 
he  himself  did  secretly  concur  therein,  though  he  did  not  formally 
insert  his  concurrence  in  the  treaty  with  the  said  Mahratta  chief. 
It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  he  did  all  along  concur  with  the  Mah- 
rattas  in  their  designs  against  the  said  king  and  his  ministers, 
under  the  treacherous  pretence  of  supporting  the  authority  of  the 
former  against  the  latter,  and  did  contrive  and  effect  the  ruin  of 
them  an.  For,  first,  he  did  give  evil  and  fraudulent  counsel  to  the 
heir-apparent  of  the  Mogul  "  to  make  advances  to  the  Mah- 
rattas,"  when  he  well  knew,  and  had  expressly  concurred  in,  the 
designs  of  that  state  against  his  father''s  [the  Mogul's]  dominions  ; 
and  further  to  engage  and  entrap  the  said  prince,  did  assert  that 
"  our  government  [meaning  the  British  government]  was  in 
intimate  and  sworn  connexion  with  Madajee  Scindia,"  when  no 
alliance,  offensive  or  defensive,  appears  to  exist  between  the  said 
Scindia  and  the  East  India  Company,  nor  can  exist,  otherwise 
than  in  virtue  of  some  secret  agreement  between  him  the  said 
Scindia  and  Warren  Hastings,  entered  into  by  the  latter  without 
the  knowledge  of  his  colleagues,  and  the  government,  and  never 
communicated  to  the  court  of  directors.  And,  secondly,  he  did, 
in  order  to  further  the  designs  of  the  Mahrattas,  contrive  and 
effect  the  ruin  of  the  said  Mogul  and  his  authority  by  setting  on 
foot,  through  the  aforesaid  Major  Browne,  sundry  perplexed  and 
intricate  negotiations,  contrary  to  public  faith,  and  to  the  honour 
of  the  British  nation ;  by  which  he  did  exceedingly  increase  the 
confusion  and  disorders  of  the  Mogul's  court,  exposing  the  said 
Mogul  to  new  indignities,  insults,  and  distresses,  and  almost  all  of 
the  northern  parts  of  India  to  great  and  ruinous  convulsions,  until 
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three  out  of  four  of  the  principal  chieftains,  some  of  them  possess- 
ing the  territories  lately  belonging  to  Nudjiff  Cawn,  and  maintain- 
ing among  them  eighty  thousand  troops  of  horse  and  foot,  and 
some  of  which  chiefs  were  the  ministers  aforesaid,  being  cut  off  by 
their  mutual  dissensions,  and  the  fort  of  Delhi  being  at  length 
delivered  to  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  Scindia  became  the  uncon- 
trolled ruler  of  the  royal  army ;  and  the  person  of  the  Mogul,  with 
the  use  of  all  his  pretensions  and  claims,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
nation  already  too  powerful,  together  with  an  extensive  territory, 
which  entirely  covers  the  company''s  possessions  and  dependencies 
on  one  side,  and  particularly  those  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. 

XX. 

That  the  circumstances  of  these  countries  did,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  sufficiently  indicate  to  him 
the  necessity  of  not  aggrandizing  any  power  whatsoever  on  their 
borders,  he  having  in  the  aforesaid  letter  of  the  16th  June  given  a 
deliberate  opinion  of  the  situation  of  Oude,  in  the  words  following : 
"  that,  whilst  we  are  at  peace  with  the  powers  of  Europe,  it  is 
only  in  this  quarter  that  your  possessions  under  the  government  of 
Bengal  are  vulnerable."  And  he  did  further  in  the  said  letter 
state,  that  "  if  things  had  continued  as  they  had  been  to  that  time 
with  a  divided  government,"  [viz.  the  company's  and  the  vizier's, 
which  government  he  had  himself  established,  and  under  which  it 
ever  must  in  a  great  degree  remain,  whilst  the  said  country  con- 
tinues in  a  state  of  dependence,]  "  the  sUglitest  shock  from  a  foreign 
hand,  or  even  an  accidmtal  internal  commotion,  might  have  thrown 
the  whole  into  confusion,  and  produced  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences." In  this  perilous  situation  he  made  the  above-recited 
sacrifices  to  the  ambition  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  did  all  along  so 
actively  countenance  and  forward  their  proceedings,  and  with  so 
fuU  a  sense  of  their  effect,  that  in  his  minute  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1784,  he  has  declared,  "that  in  the  countries,  which  border  on 
the  dominions  of  the  nabob  vizier,  or  on  that  quarter  of  our  own, 
in  effect  there  is  no  other  power.''''  And  he  did  further  admit,  that 
the  presence  of  the  Mahratta  chief  aforesaid,  so  near  the  borders 
of  the  nabob's  dominions,  was  no  cause  of  suspicion ;  for,  "  that  it 
is  the  effect  of  his  own  solicitation,  and  is  so  far  the  effect  of  an  act 
of  that  government." 

XXI. 

That,  in  further  pursuit  of  the  same  pernicious  design,  he,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  did  enter  into  an  agreement  to  withdraw  a 
very  great  body  of  the  British  troops  out  of  the  nabob's  dominions ; 
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asserting,  however  truly,  yet  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  own 
declarations,  that  "  this  government  [meaning  the  British  govern- 
ment] has  not  any  right  to  force  defence  with  its  maintenance  upon 
him  "  [the  nabob]  ;  and  he  did  thus  not  only  avowedly  aggrandize 
the  Mahratta  state,  and  weaken  the  defence  upon  the  frontier,  but 
did  as  avowedly  detain  their  captain-general  in  force  on  that  very 
frontier,  notwithstanding  he  was  well  apprized  that  they  had  designs 
against  those  dependent  territories  of  Oude,  which  they  had  with 
great  difficulty  been  persuaded,  even  in  appearance,  to  include  in 
the  treaty  of  peace ;  and  that  they  have  never  renounced  their 
claims  upon  certain  large  and  valuable  portions  of  them,  and  have 
shown  evident  signs  of  their  intentions,  on  the  first  opportunity, 
of  asserting  and  enforcing  them.  And,  finally,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  sundry  declarations  of  his  own  con- 
cerning the  necessity  of  curbing  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas,  and 
to  the  principle  of  sundry  measures  undertaken  by  himself  pro- 
fessedly for  that  purpose,  and  to  the  sense  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons expressed  in  their  resolution  of  28th  May,  1782,  against  any 
measures  that  tended  to  unite  the  dangerous  powers  of  the  Mah- 
ratta empire  under  one  active  command,  has  endeavoured  to 
persuade  the  company,  that  "  while  Scindia  lives,  every  accession 
of  territory  obtained  by  him  will  be  an  advantage  to  this  [the 
British]  government ;"  which,  if  it  was  true  as  respecting  the 
personal  dispositions  of  Scindia,  which  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe,  yet  it  was  highly  criminal  to  establish  a  power  in  the 
Mahrattas,  which  must  survive  the  man,  in  confidence  of  whose 
personal  dispositions  a  power  more  than  personal  was  given,  and 
which  may  hereafter  fall  into  hands  disposed  to  make  a  more 
hostile  use  of  it. 

XXII. 

That  in  consequence  of  all  the  before-recited  intrigues,  the 
Mogul  emperor  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas,  he  the  said 
Mogul  has  been  obliged  to  declare  the  head  of  the  Mahratta  state 
to  be  vicegerent  of  the  Mogul  empire,  an  authority  which  super- 
sedes that  of  vizier,  and  has  thereby  consolidated  in  the  Mahratta 
state  all  the  powers  acknowledged  to  be  of  legal  authority  in  India ; 
in  consequence  of  which  they  have  acquired,  and  have  actually 
already  attempted  to  use,  the  said  claims  of  general  superiority 
against  the  company  itself;  the  Mahrattas  claiming  a  right  in 
themselves  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  revenues  of  all  the  provinces  in 
the  company's  possession,  and  claiming,  in  right  of  the  Mogul,  the 
tribute  due  to  him ;  by  which  actings  and  doings  the  said  Hastings 
has  to  the  best  of  his  power  brought  the  British  provinces  in  India 
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into  a  dependence  on  the  Mahratta  state ;  and  in  order  to  add  to 
the  aforesaid  enormous  claims  a  proportioned  force,  he  did  never 
cease,  during  his  stay  in  India,  to  contrive  the  means  for  its 
increase  ;  for  it  is  of  public  notoriety,  that  one  great  object  of  the 
Mahratta  policy  is  to  unite  under  their  dominion  the  nation  or  reli- 
gious sect  of  the  Seiks,  who  being  a  people  abounding  with  soldiers, 
and  possessing  large  tei-ritories,  would  extend  the  Mahratta  power 
over  the  whole  of  the  vast  countries  to  the  north-west  of  India. 

XXIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  further  to  augment  the  power 
of  the  said  Mahrattas,  and  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  British 
possessions,  having  established  in  force  the  said  Mahrattas  on  the 
frontier,  as  afore-recited,  and  finding  the  council-general  averse  in 
that  situation  to  the  withdrawing  the  British  forces  therefrom,  and 
for  disbanding  them  to  the  extent  required  by  the  said  Hastings, 
did,  in  a  minute  of  the  4th  December,  1784,  after  stating  a  supposi- 
tion that,  contrary  to  his  opinion,  the  said  troops  should  not  be 
reduced,  propose  to  employ  them  under  the  command  of  the 
Mogul's  son,  then  under  the  influence  of  the  Mahrattas,  in  a  war 
against  the  aforesaid  people  or  religious  sect  called  Seiks,  defending 
the  same  on  the  following  principles :  "  I  feel  the  sense  of  an  obli- 
gation imposed  on  me  by  the  supposition  I  have  made,  to  state  a 
mode  of  rendering  the  detachment  of  use  in  its  prescribed  station, 
and  of  affording  the  appearance  of  a  cause  for  its  retention.'" 

XXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  admit  that  there  was  no  present 
danger  to  the  company's  possessions  from  that  nation  which  could 
justify  him  in  such  a  war,  as  he  had  declared  that  the  Mahrattas 
were  the  only  power  that  bordered  on  the  company's  possessions 
and  those  of  the  vizier  ;  but  he  did  assign  as  a  reason  for  going  to 
war  with  them  their  military  and  enthusiastic  spirit ;  the  hardness 
of  their  natural  constitution  ;  the  dangers  which  might  arise  from 
them  in  some  future  time,  if  they  should  ever  happen  to  be  united 
under  one  head,  they  existing  at  present  in  a  state  little  different 
from  anarchy  ;  and  he  did  predict  great  danger  from  them,  and  at 
no  very  remote  period,  "  if  this  people  be  permitted  to  grow  into 
maturity  without  interruption."  And  though  he  doth  pretend  that 
the  solicitations  of  the  heir-apparent  of  the  Mogul,  who  he  says  did 
repeatedly  and  earnestly  solicit  him  to  obtain  the  permission  to  use 
the  company's  troops  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  had  weight  with 
him ;  yet  he  doth  declare,  as  he  expresses  himself  in  the  minute 
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aforesaid,  that  "  a  stronger  impulse,  arising  from  the  hope  of  Hasting 
the  growth  of  a  generation  whose  strength  might  become  fatal  to 
our  own,  strongly  pleaded  in  my  mind  for  supporting  his  wishes." 

XXV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  forcibly  recommending 
the  plan  aforesaid,  did  state  strong  objections,  that  did,  "  in  his 
judgment,  outweigh  the  advantages  which  might  arise  from  a  com- 
pliance with  it.'"  Yet  the  said  Hastings,  being  determined  to 
pursue  his  scheme  for  aggrandizing,  at  any  rate,  the  Mahratta 
power,  in  whose  adult  growth,  and  the  recent  effects  of  it,  he  could 
sec  no  danger,  did  pursue  the  design  of  war  against  a  nation  or 
sect  of  religion  in  its  infancy,  from  whom  he  had  received  no  injury, 
and  in  whose  present  state  of  government  he  did  not  apprehend 
any  mischief  whatsoever  ;  and  finding  the  council  fixed  and  deter- 
mined on  not  disbanding  the  frontier  regiments,  and  thinking  that 
therein  he  had  found  an  advantage,  he  did  ground  thereon  the 
following  proposition  : 

"  If  the  expense  [of  the  frontier  troops]  is  to  be  continued,  it 
may  be  surely  better  continued  for  some  useful  purpose,  than  to 
keep  up  the  parade  of  a  great  military  corps  designed  merely  to  lie 
inactive  in  its  quarters.  On  this  ground  therefore,  and  on  the 
supposition  premised,  I  revert  to  my  original  sentiments  in  favour 
of  the  prince's  plan  ;  but  as  this  will  require  some  qualification  in 
the  execution  of  it,  I  will  state  my  recommendation  of  it  in  the 
terms  of  a  proposition,  viz.  that  if  it  shall  be  the  resolution  of  the 
board  to  continue  the  detachment  now  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Sir  John  Gumming  at  Farruckabad ;  and  if  the  prince 
Mirza  Jehander  Shah  shall  apply,  with  the  authority/  of  the  king, 
and  the  concurrence  of  Madajee  Scindia,  for  the  assistance  of  an 
English  military  force  to  act  in  conjunction  with  him,  to  expel  the 
Seiks  from  the  territories  of  which  they  have  lately  possessed 
themselves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  it  may  be  granted,  and 
such  a  portion  of  the  said  detachment  allotted  to  that  service  as 
shall  be  hereafter  judged  adequate  to  it." 

XXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  proposal, 
endeavour  to  circumvent  and  overreach  the  council-general  by 
converting  an  apparent  and  literal  compliance  with  their  resolution 
into  a  real  and  substantial  opposition  to  and  disappointment 
thereof.  For  his  first  proposal  was  to  withdraw  the  company's 
troops  from  the  vizier's  country  on  the  pretence  of  relieving  him 
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from  the  burden  of  that  establishment,  but  in  reality  with  a  view 
of  facilitating  the  Mahratta  pretensions  on  that  province,  which 
would  then  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  defence.  And  when  the 
council  rejected  the  said  proposal  on  the  express  ground  of  danger 
to  the  province  by  withdrawing  from  the  Mahrattas  the  restraint 
of  our  troops,  the  said  Hastings,  finding  his  first  scheme  in  favour 
of  the  Mahrattas  against  the  provinces  dependent  on  the  company 
defeated  by  the  refusal  of  the  councU  to  concur  in  the  said  measure 
of  withdrawing  the  trpops,  did  then  endeavom*  to  obtain  the  same 
purpose  in  a  difierent  way;  and  instead  of  leaving  the  troops, 
according  to  the  intention  and  policy  of  the  council,  as  a  check  to 
the  ambition  and  progress  of  the  Mahrattas,  he  proposed  to 
employ  them  in  the  actual  furtherance  of  those  schemes  of  aggran- 
dizement of  which  his  colleagues  were  jealous,  and  which  it  was  the 
object  of  their  resolution  to  counteract. 

XXVII. 

That  in  the  whole  of  the  letters,  negotiations,  proposals,  and 
projects  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  relative  to  the  Mogul,  he 
did  appear  to  pursue  but  one  object,  namely,  the  aggrandizement 
of  the  lately  hostile  and  always  dangerous  power  of  the  ^Mahrattas ; 
and  did  pursue  the  same  by  means  highly  dishonourable  to  the 
British  character  for  honour,  justice,  candour,  plain-dealing,  mode- 
ration, and  humanity. 


XIX.   LIBEL  ON  THE  COUET  OF  DIRECTOES. 

I. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  was,  during  the  whole  of  the 
year  178.3,  a  servant  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  was  bound 
by  the  duties  of  that  relation  not  only  to  yield  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  to  give  to  the  whole  of  their 
service  an  example  of  submission,  reverence,  and  respect  to  their 
authority :  and  that  if  they  should  in  the  course  of  their  duty  call 
in  question  any  part  of  his  conduct,  he  was  bound  to  conduct  his 
defence  with  temper  and  decency ;  and  while  his  conduct  was 
under  their  consideration,  it  was  not  allowable  to  print  and  publish 
any  of  his  letters  to  them  without  their  consent  first  had  and 
obtained;  and  he  was  bound  by  the  same  principles  of  duty, 
enforced  by  still  more  cogent  reasons,  to  observe,  in  a  paper 
intended  for  publication,  great  modesty  and  moderation,  and  to 
treat  the  said  court  of  directors,  his  lawful  masters,  with  respect. 
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II. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  print  and  publish,  or  cause 
to  be  printed  and  pubhshed,  at  Calcutta  in  Bengal,  the  narrative  of 
his  transactions  at  Benares,  in  a  letter  written  at  that  place, 
without  leave  had  of  the  court  of  directors,  in  order  to  pre-occupy 
the  judgment  of  the  servants  in  that  settlement,  and  to  gain  from 
them  a  factious  countenance  and  support,  previous  to  the  judgment 
and  opinion  of  the  court  of  directors,  his  lawful  superiors. 

III. 

That  the  court  of  directors  having  come  to  certain  resolutions  of 
fact  relative  to  the  engagements  subsisting  between  them  and  the 
rajah  of  Benares,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  same  had  been 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  rajah,  did,  in  the  fifth  resolution,  which 
was  partly  a  resolution  of  opinion,  declare  as  follows  ; — "  That  it 
appears  to  this  court  that  the  conduct  of  the  governor-general 
towards  the  rajah,  whilst  he  was  at  Benares,  was  improper ;  and 
that  the  imprisonment  of  his  person,  thereby  disgracing  him  in  the 
eyes  of  his  subjects  and  others,  was  unwarrantable  and  highly 
impolitic,  and  may  tend  to  weaken  the  confidence  which  the  native 
princes  of  India  ought  to  have  in  the  justice  and  moderation  of  the 
company's  government." 

IV. 

That  the  said  resolutions  being  transmitted  to  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  write,  and  cause  to  be 
printed  and  published,  a  certain  false,  insolent,  malicious,  and 
seditious  libel,  purporting  to  be  a  letter  from  him,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  Fort- William,  20th  March, 
1783,  "  calculated  [as  the  directors  truly  afiirm]  to  bring  contempt, 
as  well  as  an  odium,  on  the  court  of  directors  for  their  conduct  on 
that  occasion;"  and  the  said  libel  had  a  direct  tendency  to  excite 
a  spirit  of  disobedience  to  the  lavrful  government  of  this  nation  in 
India  through  all  ranks  of  theii"  service. 

V. 

That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  among  other  insolent  and 
contumacious  charges  and  aspersions  on  the  court  of  directors,  did 
address  them  in  the  printed  letter  aforesaid,  as  follows  : — "  I  deny 
that  rajah  Cheit  Sing  was  a  native  prince  of  India.  Cheit  Sing  is 
the  son  of  a  collector  of  the  revenue  of  that  province,  which  his  arts, 
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and  the  misfortunes  of  his  master,  enabled  him  to  convert  to  a  per- 
manent and  hereditary  possession.  This  man,  whom  you  have  thus 
ranked  among  the  princes  of  India,  will  be  astonished,  when  he  hears 
it,  at  an  elevation  so  unlocked  for;  nor  less  at  the  independent 
rights,  which  your  commands  have  assigned  him ;  rights,  which  are 
so  foreign  to  his  conceptions,  that  I  doubt  whether  he  will  Tcnow  in 
what  language  to  assert  them ;  unless  the  example,  which  you  have 
thought  it  consistent  with  justice,  however  opposite  to  policy  to  show,  of 
becoming  his  advocates  against  your  own  interests,  should  inspire  any 
of  your  own  servants  to  be  his  advisers  and  instructors.''''  And  he  did 
further,  to  bring  into  contempt  the  authority  of  the  company,  and 
to  excite  a  resistance  to  their  lawful  orders,  frame  a  supposition, 
that  the  court  of  directors  had  intended  the  restoration  of  the  rajah 
of  Benares  ;  and  on  that  ground  did  presume  in  the  said  libel  to 
calumniate,  in  disrespectful  and  contumelious  terms,  the  policy  of  the 
court  of  directors,  as  well  as  the  person,  whom  he  did  conceive  to  be 
the  object  of  their  protection,  as  foUoweth  ; — "  Of  the  consequences 
of  such  a  policy,  I  forbear  to  speak.  Most  happily  the  wretch,  whose 
hopes  may  be  excited  by  the  appearances  in  his  favour,  is  ill  qualified 
to  avail  himself  of  them,  and  the  force  which  is  stationed  in  the 
province  of  Benares  is  sufficient  to  suppress  any  symptoms  of  internal 
sedition ;  but  it  cannot  fail  to  create  distrust  and  suspense  in  the 
minds  both  of  the  rulers  and  of  the  people,  and  such  a  state  is 
always  productive  of  disorder.  But  it  is  not  in  this  partial  considera- 
tion, that  I  dread  the  effects  of  your  commands ;  it  is  in  your  pro- 
claimed indisposition  against  the  first  executive  member  of  your 
first  government  in  India.  I  almost  shudder  at  the  reflection  of 
what  might  have  happened,  had  these  denunciations  agaiast  your 
own  minister,  in  favour  of  a  man  universally  considered  in  this  part 
of  the  world  as  justly  attainted  for  his  crimes,  the  murderer  of  your 
ser\'ants  and  soldiers,  and  the  rebel  to  your  authority,  arrived  two 
months  earlier." 

VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  also  presume  to  censure  and 
asperse  the  court  of  directors  for  the  moderate  terms  in  which  they 
had  expressed  their  displeasure  against  him,  as  putting  him  under 
the  necessity  of  stating  in  his  defence  a  strong  accusation  against 
himself ;  and  as  implying  in  the  said  court  a  consciousness,  that  he 
was  not  guilty  of  the  offences  charged  upon  him,  being,  as  he  asserts 
in  the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  directors,  "arraigned  and  prejudged 
of  a  violation  of  national  faith  in  acts  of  such  complicated  aggravation, 
that  if  they  were  true,  no  punishment  SHORT  OF  DEATH  could 
atone  for  the  injury,  which  the  interest  and  credit  of  the  public  had 
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sustained  m  them :"  and  he  did  therefore  censure  the  said  court  for 
applying  no  stronger  or  more  criminating  epithets  than  those  of 
"improper,  unwarrantable,  and  highly  impolitic,"  to  an  offence  so 
by  them  charged,  and  by  him  described.  And  though  it  be  true 
that  the  expressions  aforesaid  are  much  too  reserved  for  the  purpose 
of  duly  characterizing  the  offences  of  the  said  Hastings,  yet  was  it  in 
Mm  most  indecent  to  libel  the  court  of  directors  for  the  same  ;  and 
his  implication,  from  the  tenderness  of  the  epithets  and  descriptions 
aforesaid  used  towards  him,  was  not  only  indecent,  but  ungrounded, 
malicious,  and  scandalous  ;  he  having  himself  highly,  though  truly, 
aggravated  "  the  charge  of  the  injuries  done  by  him  to  the  rajah 
of  Benares,"  in  order  to  bring  the  said  directors  into  contempt  and 
suspicion  ;  the  paragraphs  in  the  said  libel  being  as  follow :  "  Here 
I  must  crave  leave  to  say,  that  the  terms  '  improper,  unwarrantable, 
and  highly  impolitic,'  are  much  too  gentle,  as  deductions  from  such 
premises  ;  and  as  every  reader  of  the  latter  will  obviously  feel,  as  he 
reads,  the  deductions,  which  inevitably  belong  to  them,  I  will  add, 
that  the  strict  performance  of  solemn  engagements  on  one  part,  fol- 
lowed by  acts  directly  subversive  of  them,  and  by  total  dispossession 
on  the  other,  stamps  on  the  perpetrators  of  the  latter  the  guilt  of 
the  greatest  possible  violation  of  faith  and  justice." — "  There  is  an 
appearance  of  tenderness  in  this  deviation  from  plain  construction, 
of  which,  however  meant,  I  have  a  right  to  complain ;  because  it 
imposes  on  me  the  necessity  of  framing  the  terms  of  the  accusation 
against  myself,  which  you  have  only  not  made,  but  have  stated  the 
leading  arguments  to  it  so  strongly,  that  no  one,  who  reads  these, 
can  avoid  making  it,  or  not  Mow  it  to  ham  leen  intended.'''' 

VIT. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  being  well  aware  that  his  own  declara- 
t,ions  did  contain  the  clearest  condemnation  of  his  own  conduct  from 
his  own  pen,  did  in  the  said  libel  attempt  to  overturn,  frustrate, 
and  render  of  none  effect,  all  the  proofs  to  be  given  of  prevarication, 
contradiction,  and  of  opposition  of  action  to  principle,  which  can  be 
used  against  men  in  public  trust,  and  did  contend,  that  the  same 
could  not  be  used  against  him  ;  and,  as  if  false  assertions  could  be 
justified  by  factious  motives,  he  did  endeavour  to  do  away  the 
authority  of  his  own  deliberate,  recorded  declarations,  entered  by  him 
in  writing  on  the  council-books  of  the  presidency ;  for,  after  assert- 
ing, hut  not  attempting  to  prove,  that  his  declarations  were  consistent 
with  his  conduct,  he  writes  in  the  said  libel  as  follows :  for  "  were  it 
otherwise,  they  were  not  to  be  made  the  rules  of  my  conduct ;  and 
God  forbid,  that  every  expression  dictated  by  the  impulse  of  present 
emergency,  and  unpremeditatedly  uttered  in  the  heat  of  party  con- 

VOL.    VII.  p 
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tention,  should  impose  upon  me  the  obligation  of  a  fixed  principle, 
and  be  applied  to  every  variable  occasion." 


VIII, 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  draw  the  lawful  dependence 
of  the  servants  of  the  company  from  the  court  of  directors  to  a 
factious  dependence  on  himself,  did,  in  the  libel  aforesaid,  treat  the 
acts  and  appointments  of  their  undoubted  authority,  when  exercised 
in  opposition  to  his  arbitrary  will,  as  ruinous  to  their  ai&irs,  in  the 
following  terms :  "It  is  as  well  known  to  the  Indian  world  as  to  the 
court  of  English  proprietors,  that  the  first  declaratory  instruments 
of  the  dissolution  of  my  influence,  in  the  year  1774,  were  Mr.  John 
Bristow  and  Mr.  Francis  Fowke.  By  your  ancient  and  known 
constitution  the  governor  has  been  ever  held  forth  and  understood 
to  possess  the  ostensible  powers  of  government;  all  the  correspond- 
ence with  foreign  princes  is  conducted  in  his  name ;  and  every 
person  resident  with  them  for  the  management  of  your  political 
concerns  is  understood  to  be  more  eBpecially  Ms  representative,  and 
of  his  choice — and  such  ought  to  be  the  rule  ;  for  how  otherwise 
can  they  trust  an  agent  nominated  against  the  will  of  his  principal  ? 
When  the  state  of  this  administration  was  such  as  seemed  to  admit 
of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  residency  of  Lucknow 
without  much  diminution  of  mi/  ovm  influence,  I  gladly  seized  the 
occasion  to  show  my  readiness  to  submit  to  your  commands :  I 
proposed  his  nomination ;  he  was  nominated  and  declared  to  he  the 
agent  of  my  ovm  choice.  Even  this  effect  of  my  caution  is  defeated 
ly  your  absolute  command  for  his  re-appointment  independent  of  me, 
and  with  the  supposition  that  I  should  be  adverse  to  it. — I  am  now 
wholly  deprived  of  my  official  powers  both  in  the  province  of  Oude, 
and  in  the  zemindary  of  Benares." 

IX. 

That,  further  to  emancipate  others  and  himself  from  due  obedience 
to  the  court  of  directors,  he  did,  in  the  libel  aforesaid,  enhance  his 
services;  which,  without  specification  or  proof,  he  did  suppose 
in  the  said  libel  to  be  important  and  valuable,  by  representing 
them  as  done  under  their  displeasure  ;  and  doth  attribute  his  not 
having  done  more  to  their  opposition,  as  foUoweth  : — "  It  is  now  a 
complete  period  of  eleven  years  since  I  first  received  the  first 
nominal  charge  of  your  affairs  ;  in  the  course  of  it  I  have  invariably 
had  to  contend  not  with  ordinary  difficulties,  but  such  as  most 
unnaturally  arose /rom  the  opposition  of  those  very  powers,  from  which 
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/  primarily  derived  my  authority,  and  which  were  required  for  the 
support  of  it.  My  exertions,  though  applied  to  an  unvaried  and 
consistent  line  of  action,  have  been  occasional  and  desultory ;  yet  I 
please  myself  with  the  hope,  that  in  the  annals  of  your  dominion, 
which  shall  be  written  after  the  extinction  of  recent  prejudices, 
this  term  of  its  administration  will  appear  not  the  least  conducive 
to  the  interests  of  the  company,  nor  the  least  reflective  of  the 
honour  of  the  British  name  ;  and  allow  me  to  suggest  the  instruc- 
tive reflection  of  what  good  might  ham  been  done,  and  what  evil  pre- 
vented, had  due  support  been  given  to  that  administration,  which  has 
performed  suck  eminent  and  substantial  services  without  it^ 

And  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  render  the  authority  of  the 
said  court  perfectly  contemptible,  doth,  in  a  strain  of  exultation 
for  his  having  escaped  out  of  a  measure,  in  which  by  his  guilt  he 
had  involved  the  company  in  a  ruinous  war,  and  out  of  which  it 
had  escaped  by  a  sacrifice  of  almost  all  the  territories  before  acquired 
(from  that  enemy  which  he  had  made)  either  by  war,  or  former 
treaties,  and  by  the  abandoning  the  company's  allies  to  their 
mercy,  attribute  the  said  supposed  services  to  his  acting  in  such  a 
manner  as  had  on  former  occasions  excited  their  displeasure,  in  the 
following  words : 

"  Pardon,  honourable  sirs,  this  digressive  exultation ;  I  cannot 
suppress  the  pride  which  I  feel  in  this  successful  achievement 
of  a  measure  so  fortunate  for  your  interests,  and  the  national 
honour ;  for  that  pride  is  the  source  of  my  zeal,  so  frequently 
exerted  in  your  support,  and  never  more  happily  than  in  those 
instances,  in  which  I  have  departed  from  the  prescribed  and  beaten 
path  of  action,  and  assumed  a  responsibility,  which  has  too  frequently 
drawn  on  me  the  most  pointed  effects  of  your  displeasure.  But 
however  I  may  yield  to  my  private  feelings  in  thus  enlarging  on  the 
subject,  my  motive  in  introducing  it  was  immediately  connected 
with  its  context,  and  was  to  contrast  the  actual  state  of  your 
political  affairs,  derived  from  a  happier  influence,  with  that  which 
might  have  attended  an  earlier  dissolution  of  it ;"  and  he  did  value 
himself  upon  "  the  patience  and  temper  with  which  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  all  the  indignities  which  have  been  heaped  upon  him 
[meaning  by  the  said  court  of  directors]  in  this  long  service  :"  and 
he  did  insolently  attribute  to  an  unusual  strain  of  zeal  for  their 
service,  that  he  ''persevered  in  the  VIOLENT  MAINTENANCE 
OF  HIS  OFFICE." 

X, 

That  in  order  further  to  excite  the  spirit  of  disobedience  in  the 
company's  servants  to  the  lawful  authority  set  over  them,  he  the 
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said  Warren  Hastings  did  treat  contemptuously  and  ironically  the 
supposed  disposition  of  the  company's  servants  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors,  in  the  words  following:  "the  recall  of 
Mr.  Markham,  who  was  known  to  be  the  public  agent  of  my 
own  nomination  at  Benares,  and  the  re-appointment  of  Mr.  Francis 
Fowke  by  your  order,  contained  in  the  same  letter,  would  place 
it  [the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing]  beyond  a  doubt.  This  order 
has  heen  obeyed;  and  whenever  you  shall  he  'phased  to  order  the 
restoration  of  Cheit  Sing,  I  will  venture  to  promise  the  same  ready  and 
exact  submission  in  the  other  members  of  the  cou/ncil;""  and  he  did, 
in  the  postscript  of  the  said  letter,  and  as  on  recollection,  endeavour 
to  make  a  reparation  of  honour  to  his  said  colleagues,  as  if  his  expres- 
sions aforesaid  had  arisen  from  animosity  to  them,  as  follows : 
"  upon  a  careful  revisal  of  what  I  have  written,  I  fear,  that  an 
expression  which  I  have  used,  respecting  the  probable  conduct  of 
the  board,  in  the  event  of  orders  being  received  for  the  restoration 
of  Cheit  Sing,  may  be  construed  as  intimating  a  sense  of  dissatis- 
faction, applied  to  transactions  already  past. — It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  complain  of  any  one.'" 

XI. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  acts  of  injury  aforesaid  to  the 
rajah  of  Benares,  did  assume  and  arrogate  to  himself  an  illegal 
authority  therein,  and  did  maintain,  that  the  acts  done  in  conse- 
quence of  that  measure  were  not  revocable  by  any  subsequent 
authority,  in  the  following  words  :  "  if  you  should  proceed  to  order 
the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing  to  the  zemindary,  from  which,  hy  the 
powers  which  I  legally  possessed,  and  conceive  myself  legally  bound 
to  assert  against  any  subsequent  authority  to  the  contrary  derived  from 
the  same  common  source,  he  was  dispossessed  for  crimes  of  the 
greatest  enormity,  and  your  council  shall  resolve  to  execute  the 
order,  I  wiU  instantly  give  up  my  station  and  the  service.'" 

XII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  attempt  to  justify  his 
publication  of  the  said  libellous  letter  to  and  against  the  court  of 
directors  by  asserting,  therein,  that  these  resolutions  [meaning 
the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  directors,  relative  to  the  rajah  of 
Benares]  "  were  either  published,  or  intended  for  pubhcation ;'" 
evidently  proving,  that  he  did  take  this  unwarrantable  course  with- 
out any  sufficient  assurance  that  the  ground  and  motive  by  him 
assigned  had  any  existence. 
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XX.    MAHEATTA  WAE,  AND  PEACE. 

I. 

That  by  an  act  passed  in  1773  it  was  expressly  ordered  and 
provided,  "that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  president  and 
council  at  Madras,  Bombay,  or  Bencoolen  for  the  time  being, 
to  make  any  orders  for  commencing  hostilities,  or  declaring  or 
making  war,  against  any  Indian  princes  or  powers,  or  for  negotiating 
or  concluding  any  treaty  of  peace,  or  other  treaty,  with  any  such 
Indian  princes  or  powers,  without  the  consent  and  approbation 
of  the  governor-general  and  council  first  had  and  obtained,  except 
in  such  cases  of  imminent  necessity  as  would  render  it  dangerous 
to  postpone  such  hostilities  or  treaties,  until  the  orders  from 
the  governor-general  and  council  might  arrive." — That  never- 
theless the  president  and  council  of  Bombay  did,  in  December, 
1 774,  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  governor-general 
and  council  of  Fort- William,  and  in  the  midst  of  profound  peace, 
commence  an  unjust  and  unprovoked  war  against  the  Mahratta 
government ;  did  conclude  a  treaty  with  a  certain  person,  a  fugitive 
from  that  government,  and  proscribed  by  it,  named  Ragonaut  Row, 
or  Ragoba ;  and  did,  under  various  base  and  treacherous  pretences, 
invade  and  conquer  the  island  of  Salsette,  belonging  to  the  Mahratta 
government. 

II. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  first  advices  received  in  Bengal  of 
the  above  transactions,  did  condemn  the  same  in  the  strongest 
terms ;  declaring  that  "  the  measures  adopted  by  the  presidency  of 
Bombay  had  a  tendency  to  a  very  extensive  and  indefinite  scene  of 
troubles ;  and  that  their  conduct  was  unseasonable,  impolitic, 
unjust,  and  unauthorized." And  the  governor-general  and  coun- 
cil, in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  said  unjust  hostilities,  did  appoint 
an  ambassador  to  the  peshvva  or  chief  of  the  Mahratta  state, 
resident  at  Poona;  and  the  said  ambassador  did,  after  a  long 
negotiation,  conclude  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  the  said 
peshwa  on  terms  highly  honourable  and  beneficial  to  the  East  India 
Company,  who  by  the  said  treaty  obtained  from  the  Mahrattas  a 
cession  of  considerable  tracts  of  country,  the  Mahratta  share  of  the 
city  of  Broach,  twelve  lacs  of  rupees  for  the  expenses  of  the  said 
unjust  war,  and  particularly  the  island  of  Salsette,  of  which  the 
presidency  of  Bombay  had  possessed  themselves  by  surprise  and 
treachery  ;  that,  in  return  for  these  extraordinary  concessions,  the 
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articles  principally  insisted  on  by  the  Mahrattas,  with  a  view  to 
their  own  future  tranquillity  and  internal  quiet,  were,  that  no  agsisl- 
ance  should  he  given  to  any  svAject  or  servant  of  the  peshwa  that  should 
cause  disturbances  or  rebellion  in  the  Mahratta  dominions,  and  parti- 
cularly that  the  English  should  not  assist  Bagonaut  Bow,  to  whom 
the  Mahrattas  agreed  to  allow  five  lacs  of  rupees  a  year,  or  a 
jaghire  to  that  amount,  and  that  he  should  reside  at  Benares ;  that 
nevertheless  the  presidency  of  Bombay  did  receive  and  keep 
Ragonaut  Row  at  Bombay,  did  furnish  him  with  a  considerable 
establishment,  and  continue  to  carry  on  secret  intrigues  and  nego- 
tiations with  him,  thereby  giving  just  ground  of  jealousy  and 
distrust  to  the  Mahratta  state ;  that  the  late  Colonel  John  Upton, 
by  whom  the  treaty  of  Poorunder  was  negotiated  and  concluded, 
did  declare  to  the  governor-general  and  council  "  that  while  Rago- 
naut Row  resides  at  Bombay  in  expectation  of  being  supported,  the 
ministers  can  place  no  confidence  in  the  council  there ;  which  must 
now  be  productive  of  the  greatest  inconveniences,  and  perhaps  in 
the  end  of  fatal  consequences."  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
concurring  with  his  council,  which  then  consisted  of  Sir  John 
Clavering,  Richard  Barwell,  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquires,  did,  on 
the  18th  of  August,  1777,  declare  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay, 
that  "  he  could  see  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  the  presence  of  Ragoba 
at  Bombay  would  continue  to  be  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Mahratta  government ;  nor 
could  any  sincere  cordiality  and  good  understanding  be  established 
with  them,  as  long  as  he  should  appear  to  derive  encouragement 
and  support  from  the  English."  That  Sir  John  Clavering  died  soon 
after,  and  that  the  late  Edward  Wheler,  Esq.,  succeeded  to  a  seat 
in  the  supreme  council.  That  on  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  the 
governor-general  and  council  received  a  letter  from  the  presidency 
of  Bombay,  dated  12th  December,  1777,  in  which  they  declared, 
"that  they  had  agreed  to  give  encouragement  to  a, party  formed  in 
Ragoba's  favour,  and  flattered  themselves  they  should  meet  with 
the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  governor-general  and  council  in  the 
measures  they  might  be  obliged  to  pursue  in  consequence."  That 
the  party  so  described  was  said  to  consist  of  four  principal  persons 
in  the  ^Mahratta  state,  on  whose  part  some  overtures  had  been  made  to 
Mr.  William  Lewis,  the  resident  of  Bombay,  at  Poena,  for  the  assist- 
ance of  the  company  to  bring  Ragoba  to  Poona.  That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  preceding  advices,  did 
propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  by  means  of  his  casting  voice,  and 
against  the  remonstrances,  arguments,  and  solemn  protest  of  two 
members  of  the  supreme  council,  that  the  sanction  of  that  govern- 
ment should  be  given  to  the  plan,  which  the  president  and  council 
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of  Bombay  had  agreed  to  form  with  the  Mahratta  government ;  and 
also  that  a  supply  of  money  (to  the  amount  of  ten  lacs  of  rupees) 
should  be  immediately  granted  to  the  president  and  council  of 
Bombay  for  the  support  of  their  engagements  above  mentioned ;  and 
also  that  a  military  force  should  be  sent  to  the  presidency  of 
Bombay.  That  in  defence  of  these  resolutions  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  falsely  pretend  and  affirm  "that  the  resolution  of  the 
presidency  of  Bombay  was  formed  on  such  a  case  of  imminent  neces- 
sity as  would  have  rendered  it  dangerous  to  postpone  the  execution 
of  it  until  the  orders  from  the  governor-general  and  council  might 
arrive ;  and  that  the  said  presidency  of  Bombay  were  warranted  by 
the  treaty  of  Poorunder  to  join  in  a  plan  for  conducting  Ragonaut 
Row  to  Poona  on  the  application  of  the  ruling  part  of  the  Mahratta 
state  ;"  whereas  the  main  object  of  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of 
the  Mahrattas,  and  to  obtain  which  they  made  many  important 
concessions  to  the  India  Company,  was,  that  the  English  should 
withdraw  their  forces,  and  give  no  assistance  to  Ragoba,  and  that 
he  should  be  excluded  for  ever  from  any  share  in  their  government, 
being  a  person  universally  held  in  abhorrence  in  the  Mahratta 
empire  ;  and  if  it  had  been  true  (instead  of  being,  as  it  was,  noto- 
riously false)  that  the  ruling  part  of  the  administration  of  the 
Mahratta  state  solicited  the  return  of  Ragonaut  Row  to  Poona,  his 
return  in  that  case  might  have  been  effected  by  acts  of  their  own, 
without  the  interposition  of  the  English  power,  and  without  our 
interference  in  their  affairs.  That  it  was  the  special  duty  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  derived  from  a  special  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  power  committed  to  him  by  parliament,  to  have  restrained,  as 
by  law  he  had  authority  to  do,  the  subordinate  presidency  of 
Bombay  from  entering  into  hostilities  with  the  Mahrattas,  or  from 
making  engagements,  the  manifest  tendency  of  which  was  to  enter 
into  those  hostilities,  and  to  have  put  a  stop  to  them,  if  any  such 
had  been  begun.  That  he  was  bound  by  the  duty  of  his  office  to 
preserve  the  faith  of  the  British  government,  pledged  in  the  treaty 
of  Poorunder,  inviolate  and  sacred,  as  well  as  by  the  special  orders 
and  instructions  of  the  East  India  Company  to  fix  his  attention  to  the 
preservation  of  peace  throughout  India  ;  all  which  important  duties 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  wilfully  violate,  in  giving  the  sanction 
of  the  governor-general  and  council  to  the  dangerous,  faithless, 
and  ill-concerted  projects  of  the  president  and  council  of  Bombay 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  from  which  the  subsequent  Mahratta  war, 
with  all  the  expense,  distress,  and  disgraces  which  have  attended  it, 
took  their  commencement;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
therefore  is  specially  and  principally  answerable  for  the  said  war, 
and  for  all  the  consequences  thereof.     That  in  a  letter  dated  the 
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20th  of  January,  1778,  the  president  and  council  of  Bombay 
informed  the  governor-general  and  council  that,  in  consequence  of 
later  intelligence  received  from  Poona,  they  had  immediate^/ 
resolved,  that  nothing  further  could  he  done  unless  Saccaram  Baboo, 
the  principal  in  the  late  treaty  (of  Poorunder)  joined  in  making  a 
formal  application  to  them.  That  no  such  application  was  ever  made 
by  that  person.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  finding  that  all 
this  pretended  ground  for  engaging  in  an  invasion  of  the  Mahratta 
government  had  totally  failed,  did  then  pretend  to  give  credit  to, 
and  to  be  greatly  alarmed  by,  the  suggestions  of  the  president  and 
council  of  Bombay,  that  the  Mahrattas  were  negotiating  with  the 
French,  and  had  agreed  to  give  them  the  port  of  Choid,  on  the 
Malabar  coast,  and  did  affirm  that  the  French  had  obtained  posses- 
sion of  that  port ;  that  all  these  suggestions  and  assertions  were 
false ;  and,  if  they  had  been  true,  would  have  furnished  no  just 
occasion  for  attacking  either  the  Mahrattas  or  the  French,  with 
both  of  whom  the  British  nation  was  then  at  peace  : — ^that  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  then  propose  and  carry  the  following  resolu- 
tion in  council,  against  the  protest  of  two  members  thereof,  that, 
"  for  the  purpose  of  granting  you  (the  presidency  of  Bombay) 
the  most  effectual  support  in  our  power,  we  have  resolved  to 
assemble  a  strong  military  force  near  Calpee,  the  commanding 
officer  of  which  is  to  be  ordered  to  march,  by  the  most  practicable 
route,  to  Bombay,  or  to  such  other  places  as  future  occur- 
rences, and  your  directions  to  him,  may  render  it  expedient." 
And  with  respect  to  the  steps  said  to  be  taking  by  the  French  to 
obtain  a  settlement  on  the  Malabar  coast,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  declare  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  "  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  governor-general  and  council,  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost 
in  forming  and  carrying  into  execution  such  measures  as  might 

most  effectually  tend  to  frustrate  such  dangerous  designs :" 

that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  therefore,  instead  of  fixing  his 
attention  to  the  preservation  of  peace  throughout  India,  as  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  done,  did  continue  to  abet,  encourage,  and  support 
the  dangerous  projects  of  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  and  did 
thereby  manifest  a  determined  intention  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
India,  by  the  unfortunate  success  of  which  intention,  and  by  the 
continued  efibrts  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  greater  part  of  India  has 
been  for  several  years  involved  in  a  bloody  and  calamitous  war. 
That  both  the  court  of  directors  and  court  of  proprietors  did 
specially  instruct  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  all  his  measures, 
"  to  make  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  Bengal  his  principal  object," 
and  did  heavily  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  having 
employed  their  troops  at  a  great  distance  from  Bengal  in  a  war 
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against  the  Eohillas,  which  the  House  of  Commons  have  pronounced 
to   be   iniqmious,  and  did   on  that  occasion   expressly  „„ ,  ^ 
declare,    "  that   they   disapproved  of  all   such   distant  1782. 
expeditions  as  might  eventually  carry  their  forces  to  J^*  ■'^®''- 
any  situation  too  remote  to  admit  of  their  speedy  and 
safe  return  to  the  protection  of  their  own  provinces,  in  case  of 
emergency."     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  nevertheless  ordered 
a  detachment  from  the  Bengal  army  to  cross  the  Jumna,  and  to 
proceed  across  the  peninsula  by  a  circuitous  route  through  the 
Diamond  country  of  Bundel  Ound,  and  through  the  dominions  of 
the  rajah  of  Berar,  situated  in  the  centre  of  Hindostan,  and  did 
thereby  strip  the  provinces  subject  to  the  government  of  Fort- 
William  of  a  considerable  part  of  their  established  defence,  and  did 
thereby  disobey  the  general  instructions  and  positive  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors  (given  upon  occasion  of  a  crime  of  the  same 
nature  committed  by  the  said  Hastings),  and  was  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  taken  the  measures 
hereinbefore  described  for  supporting  those  of  the  presidency  of 
Bombay,  did,  on  the  23rd  of  March,  1778,  "invest  the  said  pre- 
sidency with  authority  to  form  a  new  alliance  with  Ragoba,  and  to 
engage  with  him  in  «My  scheme  which  they  should  deem  expedient 
and  safe  for  retrieving  his  affairs."  That  the  said  Hastings  was 
then  in  possession  of  a  letter  from  the  court  of  directors,  dated  the 
4th  of  July,  1777,  containing  a  positive  order  to  the  presidency  of 
Bombay,  in  the  following  words :  "  though  that  treaty  (meaning 
the  treaty  of  Poorunder)  is  not,  upon  the  whole,  so  agreeable  to  us 
as  we  could  wish,  still  we  are  resolved  strictly  to  adhere  to  it  on 
our  parts.  You  must  therefore  be  particularly  vigilant,  while 
Ragoba  is  with  you,  to  prevent  him  from  forming  any  plan  against 
what  is  called  the  ministerial  party  at  Poona ;  and  we  hereby 
positively  order  you  not  to  engage  with  him  in  any  scheme  what- 
ever in  retrieving  his  affairs,  without  the  consent  of  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  or  the  court  of  directors."  That  the  said 
Ragoba  neither  did  nor  could  form  any  plan  for  his  restoration  but 
what  was  and  must  be  against  the  ministerial  party  at  Poona,  who 
held  and  exercised  the  regency  of  that  state  in  the  infancy  of  the 
peshwa ;  and  that,  supposing  him  to  have  formed  any  other  scheme, 
in  conjunction  with  Bombay,ybr  retrieving  Ms  affairs,  the  said  Hast- 
ings, in  giving  a  previous  general  authority  to  the  presidency  of 
Bombay  to  engage  with  Ragoba  in  any  scheme  for  that  purpose, 
without  knowing  what  such  scheme  might  be,  and  thereby  relin- 
quishing and  transferring  to  the  discretion  of  a  subordinate  govern- 
ment that  superintendence  and  control  over  all  measures  tending  to 
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create  or  provoke  a  war,  which  the  law  had  exclusively  vested  in 
the  governor-general  and  council,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  first 
declared  that  the  measures  taken  by  him  were  for  the  support  of 
the  engagements  made  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  in  favour  of 
Eagoba,  did  afterwards,  when  it  appeared  that  those  negotiations 
were  entirely  laid  aside,  declare  that  his  apprehension  of  the  con- 
sequence of  a  pretended  intrigue  between  the  Mahrattas  and  the 
French  was  the  sole  mptive  of  all  the  late  measti/res  taken  for  theswpport 
of  the  presidency  of  Bombay ;  but  that  neither  of  the  preceding 
declarations  contained  the  true  motives  and  objects  of  the  said 
Hastings,  whose  real  purpose,  as  it  appeared  soon  after,  was  to 
make  use  of  the  superiority  of  the  British  power  in  India  to  carry 
on  offensive  wars,  and  to  pursue  schemes  of  conquest,  impolitic  and 
unjust  in  their  design,  ill-concerted  in  the  execution,  and  which, 
as  this  House  has  resolved,  have  brought  great  calamities  on  India, 
and  enormous  expenses  on  the  East  India  Compa/ny.  That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  on  the  22nd  of  Jime,  1778,  made  the  following 
declaration  in  council :  "  much  less  can  I  agree  that,  with  such 
superior  advantages  as  we  possess  over  every  power  which  can 
oppose  us,  we  should  act  merely  on  the  defensive.  On  the  contrary, 
if  it  be  really  true  that  the  British  arms  and  influence  have  suffered 
so  severe  a  check  in  the  western  world,  it  is  more  incumbent  on 
those  who  are  charged  with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
East,  to  exert  themselves  for  the  retrieval  of  the  national  loss.  We 
have  the  means  in  our  power,  and  if  they  are  not  frustrated  by  our 
own  dissensions,  I  trust  that  the  event  of  this  expedition  will  yield 
every  advantage,  for  the  attainment  of  which  it  was  undertaken^ 
That  in  pursuance  of  the  principles  avowed  in  the  preceding 
declaration,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1778, 
did  propose  and  carry  it  in  council  that  an  embassy  should  be  sent 
from  Bengal  to  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  rajah  of  Berar,  falsely 
asserting  that  the  said  rajah  "  was,  by  interest  and  inclination, 
likely  to  join  in  an  alliance  with  the  British  government ;  and  sug- 
gesting that  two  advantages  might  be  offered  to  him,  as  the  induce- 
ments to  it :  first,  the  support  of  his  pretensions  to  the  sovereign 
power  [viz.  of  the  Mahratta  empire]  ;  second,  the  recovery  of  the 
captures  made  on  his  dominions  by  Nizam  Ally."  That  the  said 
Hastings,  having  already  given  full  authority  to  the  presidency  of 
Bombay  to  engage  the  British  faith  to  Ragonaut  Row  to  support 
him  in  his  pretensions  to  the  government  or  to  the  regency  of  the 
Mahratta  empire,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  in 
proposing  to  engage  the  same  British  faith  to  support  the  preten- 
sions  of  another   competitor   for  the  same  object;    and  that  in 
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offering  to  assist  the  rajah  of  Berar  to  recover  the  captures  made 
on  his  dominions  by  the  nizam,  the  said  Hastings  did  endeavour,  as 
far  as  depended  on  him,  to  engage  the  British  nation  in  a  most 
unjust  and  utterly  unprovoked  war  against  the  said  nizam,  between 
whom  and  the  East  India  Company  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship 
did  then  subsist,  unviolated  on  his  part ;  notwithstanding  the  said 
Hastings  well  knew  that  it  made  part  of  the  East  India  Company's 
fundamental  policy  to  support  that  prince  against  the  Mahrattas, 
and  to  consider  him  as  one  of  the  few  remaining  chiefs  who  were  yet 
capable  of  coping  with  the  Mahrattas ;  and  that  it  was  the  company's 
true  interest  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  him.  That  by 
holding  out  such  offers  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  the  said  Hastings 
professed  to  hope  that  the  rajah  would  ardently  catch  at  the  objects 
presented  to  his  ambition ;  and  although  the  said  Hastings  did  about 
this  time  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim  that  there  is  always  a  greater  advan- 
tage in  receiving  solicitations  than  in  making  advances,  he  neverthe- 
less declared  to  the  said  rajah  that  in  the  whole  of  his  conduct  he 
had  departed  from  tlie  common  line  of  policy,  and  had  made  advances 
where  others  in  his  situation  would  have  waited  for  solicitation ;  that 
the  said  unjust  and  dangerous  projects  did  not  take  effect,  because 
the  rajah  of  Berar  refused  to  join  or  be  concerned  therein  ;  yet  so 
earnest  was  the  said  Hastings  for  the  execution  of  those  projects, 
that  in  a  subsequent  letter  he  daringly  and  treacherously  assured 
the  rajah  "  that  if  he  had  accepted  of  the  terms  offered  him  by 
Colonel  Goddard,  and  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  government  of 
Bengal  upon  them,  he  should  have  held  the  obligation  of  it  superior 
to  that  of  any  engagement  formed  by  the  government  of  Bombay, 
and  should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  maintain  it,  &c.,  against 
every  consideration  even  of  tlie  most  valuable  interests  and  safety  of  the 
English  possessions  intrusted  to  his  charge.''''  That  all  the  offers  of 
the  said  Hastings  were  rejected  with  shght  and  contempt  by  the 
rajah  of  Berar  ;  but  the  same  being  discovered,  and  generally  known 
throughout  India,  did  fill  the  chief  of  the  princes  and  states  of  India 
with  a  general  suspicion  and  distrust  of  the  ambitious  designs  and 
treacherous  principles  of  the  British  government,  and  with  an 
universal  hatred  of  the  British  nation ;  that  the  said  princes  and 
states  were  thereby  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
uniting  amongst  themselves  to  oppose  a  power  which  kept  no  faith 
with  any  of  them,  and  equally  threatened  them  all,  that  renouncing 
all  former  enmities  against  each  other,  they  united  in  a  common 
confederacy  against  the  English  ;  viz.  the  peshwa,  as  representative 
of  the  Mahratta  state,  and  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  rajah  of  Berar, 
that  is,  the  principal  Hindoo  powers  of  India,  on  one  side ;  and 
Hyder  Ally,  and  the  nizam  of  the  Decan,  that  is,  the  principal 
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Mahommedan  powers  of  India,  on  the  other;  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  this  confederacy  Hyder  Ally  invaded,  over-ran,  and 
ruined  the  Camatic  ;  and  that  Moodajee  Boosla,  instead  ofardenthf 
catching  at  the  objects  f  resented  to  his  ambition  by  the  said  Hastings, 
sent  an  army  to  the  frontiers  of  Bengal ;  which  army  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  at  length  forced  to  buy  off  with  twenty-six 
lacs  of  rupees,  or  300,000?.  sterling,  after  a  series  of  negotiations 
with  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  who  commanded  that  army,  founded 
and  conducted  on  principles  so  dishonourable  to  the  British  name 
and  character,  that  the  secret  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
by  whom  the  rest  of  the  proceedings  in  that  business  were  reported 
to  the  House,  have  upon  due  consideration  thought  it  proper  to  leave 
out  tJie  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Anderson,  viz.  those  given  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  representative  of  the  British  govern- 
ment ;  and  concerning  which  the  said  committee  have  reported  in 
the  following  terms : — "  The  schemes  of  policy,  by  which  the 
governor-general  seems  to  have  dictated  the  instructions  he  gave  to 
Mr.  Anderson  [the  gentleman  deputed]  will  also  appear  in  this 
document,  as  well  respecting  the  particular  succession  to  the  rauje, 
as  also  the  mode  of  accommodating  the  demand  of  chout,  the  esta- 
blishment of  which  was  apparently  the  great  aim  of  Moodajee's 
political  manceuvres,  while  the  governor-general's  wish  to  defeat  it 
was  avowedly  more  intent  on  the  removal  of  a  nominal  disgrace, 
than  on  the  anxiety  or  resolution  to  be  free  from  an  expensive,  if  an 
unavoidable  incumbrance.'" 

That  while  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  endeavouring  to 
persuade  the  rajah  of  Berar  to  engage  with  him  in  a  scheme  to 
place  the  said  rajah  at  the  head  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  the  pre- 
sidency of  Bombay,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  specially  vested  in 
them  for  that  purpose  by  the  said  Hastings,  did  really  engage  with 
Ragonaut  Row,  the  other  competitor  for  the  same  object,  and  sent 
a  great  part  of  their  military  force  established  for  the  defence  of 
Bombay,  on  an  expedition  with  Ragonaut  Row,  to  invade  the 
dominions  of  the  peshwa,  and  to  take  Poona,  the  capital  thereof; 
that  this  army  being  surrounded  and  overpowered  by  the  Mahrattas 
was  obliged  to  capitulate ;  and  then,  through  the  moderation  of 
the  Mahrattas,  was  permitted  to  return  quietly,  but  very  disgrace- 
fully, to  Bombay.  That,  supposing  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
could  have  been  justified  in  abandoning  the  project  of  reinstating 
Ragonaut  Row,  which  he  at  first  authorized,  and  promised  to  sup- 
port, and  in  preferring  a  scheme  to  place  the  rajah  of  Berar  at  the 
head  of  the  ilahratta  empire,  he  was  bound  by  his  duty,  as  well  as 
in  justice  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  to  give  that  presidency 
timely  notice  of  such  his  intention,  and  to  have  restrained  them 
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positively  from  resuming  their  own  project ;  that  on  the  contrary 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1778,  again 
authorize  the  said  presidency  "  to  assist  Eagoba  with  a  military 
force  to  conduct  him  to  Poona,  and  to  estabhsh  him  in  the  regency 
there ;"  and,  so  far  from  communicating  his  change  of  plan  to 
Bombay,  did  keep  it  concealed  from  that  presidency,  insomuch 
that,  even  so  late  as  the  19th  of  February,  1779,  William  Hornby, 
then  governor  of  Bombay,  declared  in  council  his  total  ignorance 
of  the  schemes  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  following  terms  :  "  the 
schemes  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  with  regard  to  the 
rajah  of  Berar,  ieing  yet  unJcnown  to  us,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
found  any  measures  on  them;  yet  I  cannot  help  now  observing 
that  if,  as  has  been  conjectured,  the  gentlemen  of  that  presidency 
have  entertained  thoughts  of  restoring,  in  his  person,  the  ancient 
rajah  government,  the  attempt  seems  likely  to  be  attended  with 
no  small  difficulty :"  that  whereas  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
repeatedly  affirm  that  it  was  his  intention  to  support  the  plan 
formed  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  in  favour  of  Eagoba,  and  did 
repeatedly  authorize  and  encourage  them  to  pursue  it,  he  did 
nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  in  his  letters  and  declarations  to 
the  peshwa,  to  the  nizam,  and  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  falsely  and 
perfidiously  affirm,  that  it  never  was  nor  is  designed  hi/  the  English 
chiefs  to  give  support  to  Bagonaut  Bow ;  that  he,  Hastings,  had  no 
idea  of  supporting  Bagonaut  Bow ;  and  that  the  detachment  he  had 
sent  to  Bombay  was  solely  to  awe  the  French,  without  the  least  design 
to  assist  Bagonaut  Bow ;  that  supposing  it  to  have  been  the  sole 
professed  intention  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  sending  an  army  across 
India,  to  protect  Bombay  against  a  French  invasion,  even  that 
pretence  was  false,  and  used  only  to  cover  the  real  design  of  the 
said  Hastings,  viz.  to  engage  in  projects  of  war  and  conquest  with 
the  rajah  of  Berar.  That  on  the  11th  of  October,  1778,  he  in- 
formed the  said  rajah  "  that  the  detachment  would  soon  arrive  in 
his  territories,  and  depend  on  him,  Moodajee  Boosla,  for  its  sub- 
sequent operations:"  that  on  the  7th  of  December,  1778,  the  said 
Hastings  revoked  the  powers  he  had  before  given*  to  ^  ^  , 
the  presidency  of  Bombay  over  the  detachment,  declaring  isth  ofNo- 
that  the  event  of  Colonel  Goddard's  negotiation  with  '■«™''"'- 
the  rajah  of  Berar  was  likely  to  cause  a  very  speedy  and  essential 
change  in  the  design  and  operations  of  the  detachment ;  and  that  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1779,  the  said  Hastings,  immediately  after 
receiving  advice  of  the  defeat  of  the  Bombay  army  near  Poona, 
and  when  Bombay,  if  at  any  time,  particularly  required  to  be  pro- 
tected against  a  French  invasion,  did  declare  in  council  that  he 
wished  for  the  return  of  the  detachment  to  Berar,  and  dreaded  to  hear 
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of  its  proceeding  to  the  Malabar  coast;  and  therefore,  if  the  said 
Hastings  did  not  think  that  Bombay  was  in  danger  of  being 
attacked  by  the  French,  he  was  guilty  of  repeated  falsehoods  in 
affirming  the  contrary  for  the  purpose  of  covering  a  criminal 
design ;  or,  if  he  thought  that  Bombay  was  immediately  threats 
ened  with  that  danger,  he  then  was  guilty  of  treachery  in  ordering 
an  army  necessary  on  that  supposition  to  the  immediate  defence 
of  Bombay,  to  halt  in  Berar,  to  depend  on  the  rajah  of  Berar  for 
its  subsequent  operations,  or  on  the  event  of  a  negotiation  with  that 
prince,  which,  as  the  said  Hastings  declared,  was  likely  to  came  a 
very  speedy  and  essential  change  in  the  design  and  operations  of  the 
detachment ;  and  finally  in  declaring  that  he  dreaded  to  hear  of  the 
said  detachmmfs  proceeding  to  the  Malabar  coast,  whither  he  ought 
to  have  ordered  it  without  delay,  if,  as  he  has  solemnly  affirmed,  it 
was  true,  that  he  had  been  told  by  the  highest  authority  that  a  powerful 
armament  had  been  prepared  in  France,  the  first  object  of  which  was 
an  attack  upon  Bombay;  and  tJmt  he  knew  vnth  moral  certainty 
that  all  the  powers  of  the  adjacent  continent  were  ready  to  Join  the 
invasion. 

That  through  the  whole  of  these  transactions  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  continued  falsehood,  fraud,  contradic- 
tion, and  duplicity,  highly  dishonourable  to  the  character  of  the 
British  nation;  that  in  consequence  of  the  unjust  and  iU-con- 
certed  schemes  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  British  arms,  heretofore 
respected  in  India,  have  suffered  repeated  disgraces,  and  great 
calamities  have  been  thereby  brought  upon  India;  and  that  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  as  well  in  exciting  and  promoting  the  late 
unprovoked  and  unjustifiable  war  against  the  Mahrattas,  as  in  the 
conduct  thereof,  has  been  guilty  of  sundry  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors. 

That  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  the 
Mahrattas  at  Poorunder,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1776,  the  Mah- 
rattas gave  up  all  right  and  title  to  the  island  of  Salsette,  unjustly 
taken  from  them  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay ;  did  also  give  up 
to  the  English  company  for  ever  all  right  and  title  to  their  entire 
shares  of  the  city  and  purgunnah  of  Broach ;  did  also  give  for  ever 
to  the  English  company  a  country  of  three  lacs  of  rupees  revenue, 
near  to  Broach;  and  did  also  agree  to  pay  to  the 
of  the  House  Company  twelve  lacs  of  rupees,  in  part  of  the  expenses 
of  Commons,  of  the  English  army ;  and  that  the  terms  of  the  said 
1782  *^'  treaty*  were  honourable  and  advantagemix  to  the  India 
Company. 

That  Warren  Hastings  having  broken  the  said  treaty,  and 
forced  the  Mahrattas  into  another  war,  by  a  repeated  invasion  of 
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their  country,  and  having  conducted  that  war  in  the  manner  here- 
inhefore  described,  did,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1782,  by  the  agency 
of  Mr.  David  Anderson,  conclude  another  treaty  of  perpetual 
friendship  and  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas,  by  which  the  said 
Hastings  agreed  to  deliver  up  to  them  all  the  countries,  places, 
cities,  and  forts,  particularly  the  island  of  Bassein  (taken  from  the 
peshwa  during  the  war),  and  to  relinquish  all  claim  to  the  country 
of  three  lacs  of  rupees,  ceded  to  the  company  by  the  treaty  of 
Poorunder :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  also  at  the  said 
time,  by  a  private  and  separate  agreement,  deliver  up  to  Madajee 
Scindia  the  whole  of  the  city  of  Broach :  that  is,  not  only  the 
share  in  the  said  city,  which  the  India  Company  acquired  by  the 
treaty  of  Poorunder,  but  the  other  share  thereof,  which  the  India 
Company  possessed  for  several  years  before  that  treaty ;  and  that 
among  the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  totally 
stripping  the  presidency  of  Bombay  of  all  their  possessions  on  the 
Malabar  coast,  he  has  declared,  that  "  from  the  general  tenor  of 
the  rest  of  the  treaty,  the  settlement  of  Bombay  would  be  in  future 
put  on  such  a  footing  that  it  might  well  become  a  question  whether 
the  possession  of  an  inconsiderable  territory,  without  forts,  would 
not  be  attended  with  more  loss  than  advantage,  as  it  must  neces- 
sarily occasion  considerable  expense,  must  require  troops  for  its 
defence,  and  might  probably  in  the  end  lead,  as  Scindia  appre- 
hended, to  a  renewal  of  war." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  in  this  manner  put  an 
end  to  a  war  commenced  by  him  without  provocation,  and  con- 
tinued by  him  without  necessity,  and  having  for  that  purpose  made 
so  many  sacrifices  to  the  Mahrattas  in  points  of  essential  interest 
to  the  India  Company,  did  consent  and  agree  to  other  articles 
utterly  dishonourable  to  the  British  name  and  character,  having 
sacrificed  or  abandoned  every  one  of  the  native  princes,  who  by  his 
solicitations  and  promises  had  been  engaged  to  take  part  ynth.  us 
in  the  war ;  and  that  he  did  so  without  necessity,  since  it  appears 
that  Scindia,  the  Mahratta  chief,  who  concluded  the  treaty,  in 
every  part  of  his  conduct  manifested  a  hearty  desire  of  establishing  a 
peace  with  us  ;  and  that  this  was  the  disposition  of  all  the  parties 
in  the  Mahratta  confederacy,  who  were  only  kept  together  by  a 
general  dread  of  their  common  enemy  the  English,  and  who  only 
waited  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  with  us  to  return  to  their 
habitual  and  permanent  enmity  against  each  other.  That  the 
governor-general  and  council,  in  their  letter  of  31st  August,  1781, 
made  the  following  declaration  to  the  court  of  directors :  "  the 
Mahrattas  have  demanded  the  sacrifice  of  the  person  of  Ragonaut 
Row,  the  surrender  of  the  fort  and  territories  of  Ahmedabad,  and 
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of  the  fortress  of  Gualior,  which  are  not  ours  to  give,  and  which  we 
could  not  wrest  from  the  proprietors  vnthout  the  greatest  violation  of 
public  faith.  No  state  of  affairs,  in  our  opinion,  could  warrant  our 
acquiescence  to  such  requisition ;  and  we  are  morally  certain,  that, 
had  we  yielded  to  them,  such  a  consciousness  of  the  state  of  our 
affairs  would  have  been  implied,  as  would  have  produced  an  effect 
the  very  reverse  from  that  for  which  it  was  intended,  by  raising 
the  presumption  of  the  enemy  to  exact  yet  more  ignominious  terms, 
or  perhaps  their  refusal  to  accept  of  any ;  nor,  in  our  opinion,  would 
they  have  failed  to  excite  in  others  the  same  belief,  and  the  conse- 
quent decision  of  all  parties  against  us,  as  the  natural  consequences 
of  our  decline."  That  the  said  Hastings  himself,  in  his  instructions 
to  Mr.  David  Anderson,  after  authorizing  him  to  restore  all  that 
we  had  conquered  during  the  war,  expressly  "  excepted  Ahmedabad, 
and  the  territory  conquered  for  Futty  Sing  Gwicowar."  That 
nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  peace  concluded  by  him,  has 
yielded  to  every  one  of  the  conditions  reprobated  in  the  preceding 
declarations  as  ignominious,  and  incompatible  with  public  faith. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  abandon  the  rana  of  Gohud 
in  the  manner  already  charged ;  and  that  the  said  rana  has  not 
only  lost  the  fort  of  Gualior,  but  all  his  own  country,  and  is  himself 
a  prisoner. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  interpose  to  obtain 
^  ,    any  terms  in  favour  of  the  nabob  of  Bopaul,  who  was 

Letter  of  with  great  reason  desirous  of  concealing  from  the  Mahrattas 
26th  .Janu-  fjig  attachment  he  had  home  to  the  English  government*; 
^^^'  '  the  said  nabob  having  a  just  dread  of  the  danger  of  being 
exposed  to  the  resentment  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  no  dependence  on 
the  faith  and  protection  of  the  English.  That  by  the  9th  article 
of  the  treaty  with  Futty  Sing  it  was  stipulated,  that,  when  a  nego- 
tiation for  peace  shall  take  place,  his  interest  should  be  primarily 
considered ;  and  that  ^Ir.  David  Anderson,  the  minister  and  repre- 
sentative of  the  governor-general  and  council  did  declare  to  Scindia, 
that  it  was  indispensably  incumbent  on  us  to  support  Futty  Sing's 
rights. 

That  nevertheless  every  acquisition  made  for  or  by  the  said 
Futty  Sing  during  the  war,  particularly  the  fort  and  territories  of 
AhmMabad,  were  given  up  by  the  said  Hastings :  that  Futty  Sing 
was  replaced  under  the  subjection  of  the  peshwa  (whose  resentment 
he  had  provoked  by  taking  part  with  us  in  the  war),  and  under  an 
obligation  to  pay  a  tribute,  not  specified,  to  the  peshwa,  and  to 
perform  such  services,  and  to  be  subject  to  such  obedience,  as  had 
long  been  established  and  customary ;  and  that,  no  limit  being  fixed 
to  such  tribute  or  services,  the  said  Futty  Sing  has  been  left  wholly 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Mahrattas. 
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That  with  respect  to  Eagoba  the  said  Hastings,  in  his  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Anderson,  dated  4th  of  November,  1781,  contented 
himself  with  saying,  "  We  cannot  totally  abandon  the  interests  of 
Eagonaut  Eow.  Endeavour  to  obtain  for  him  an  adequate  provi- 
sion."— That  Mr.  Anderson  declared  to  Madaiee  Scin-  ^  ,    , 
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dia*,  "that  as  we  had  given  Eagoba  protection  as  an  Letter  of 
independent  prince,  and  not  brought  him  into  our  settle-  24th  Febru- 
ment  as  a  prisoner,  we  could  not  in  honour  pretend  to  y'  '  • 
impose  the  smallest  restraint  on  his  will,  and  he  must  be  at  liberty 
to  go  wherever  he  pleased  ;  that  it  must  rest  with  Scindia  himself 
to  prevail  on  him  to  reside  in  his  country ;  all  that  we  could  do, 
was  to  agree,  after  a  reasonable  time,  to  withdraio  our  protection  from 
Mm,  and  not  to  insist  on  the  payment  of  the  stipend  to  him,  as  Scindia 
had  proposed,  unless  on  the  condition  of  his  residing  in  some  part 
of  Scindia's  territories." 

That,  notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  declarations,  and  in 
violation  of  the  public  faith  repeatedly  pledged  to  Eagoba,  he  was 
totally  abandoned  by  the  said  Hastings  in  the  treaty,  no  provision 
whatever  being  made  even  for  his  subsistence,  but  on  a  condition 
to  which  he  could  not  submit  without  the  certain  loss  of  his  liberty, 
and  probable  hazard  of  his  life,  namely,  that  he  should  voluntarily, 
and  of  his  own  accord,  repair  to  Scindia,  and  quietly  reside  with  Mm. 
That  such  treacherous  desertion  of  the  said  Eagoba  is  not  capable 
of  being  justified  by  any  plea  of  necessity  ;  but  that  in  fact  no  such 
necessity  existed  ;  since  it  appears,  that  the  nizam,  who  of  all  the 
contracting  parties  in  the  confederacy  was  personally  most  hostile 
to  Eagoba,  did  himself  propose,  that  Bagoha  might  ham  an  option 
given  him  of  residing  within  the  company's  territories. — That  the 
plan  of  negotiating  a  peace  with  the  Mahrattas,  by  application  to 
Scindia,  and  through  his  mediation,  was  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  said  Hastings  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  so  early  as  in 
February,  1779,  who  stated  clearly  to  him  the  reasons  why  such 
application  ought  to  be  made  to  Scindia  in  preference  to  any  other 
of  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  and  why  it  would  probably  be  successful ; 
the  truth  and  justice  of  which  reasons  were  fully  evinced  in  the 
issue,  when  the  said  Hastings,  after  incurring,  by  two  years'  delay, 
all  the  losses  and  distresses  of  a  calamitous  war,  did  actually  pursue 
that  very  plan  with  much  less  effect  or  advantage  than  might  have 
been  obtained  at  the  time  the  advice  was  given.  That  he  neglected 
the  advice  of  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  and  retarded  the  peace,  as 
well  as  made  its  conditions  worse,  from  an  obstinate  attachment  to 
his  project  of  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with  the  rajah  of 
Berar,  the  object  of  which  was  rather  a  new  war,  than  a  termina- 
tion of  the  war  then  existing  against  the  peshwa. 
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That  the  said  Hastings  did  further  embarrass  and  retard  the 
conclusion  of  a  peace  by  employing  different  ministers  at  the  courts 
of  the  several  confederate  powers,  whom  he  severally  empowered  to 
treat  and  negotiate  a  peace.  That  these  ministers  not  acting  in 
concert,  not  knowing  the  extent  of  each  other''8  commissions,  and 
having  no  instructions  to  communicate  their  respective  proceedings 
to  each  other,  did,  in  effect,  counteract  their  several  negotiations. 
— That  this  want  of  concert  and  of  simplicity,  and  the  mystery  and 
intricacy  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  negotiation  on  our  part,  was 
complained  of  by  our  ministers  as  embarrassing  and  disconcerting 
to  us,  while  it  was  advantageous  to  the  adverse  party,  who  were 
thereby  furnished  with  opportunity  and  pretence  for  delay,  when  it 
suited  their  piurpose,  and  enabled  to  play  off  one  set  of  negotiators 
against  another ;  that  it  also  created  jealousy  and  distrust  in  the 
various  contending  parties,  with  whom  we  were  treating  at  the  same 
time,  and  to  whom  we  were  obliged  to  make  contradictory  profes- 
sions, while  it  betrayed  and  exposed  to  them  all  our  own  eagerness 
and  impatience  for  peace ;  raising  thereby  the  general  claims  and 
pretensions  of  the  enemy.  That  while  Dalhousie  Watherston, 
Esquire,  was  treating  at  Poonah,  and  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  in 
Scindia's  camp,  with  separate  powers  applied  to  the  same  object, 
the  minister  at  Poonah  informed  the  said  Watherston,  that  he  had 
received  proposals  for  peace  from  the  nabob  of  Arcot  with  the 
approbation  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote ;  that  he  returned  other  proposals 
to  the  said  nabob  of  Arcot,  who  had  assured  him  (the  minister) 
that  those  proposals  would  he  acceded  to,  and  that  Mr.  Macpherson 
would  set  out  for  Bengal,  after  which  orders  should  he  immediately/ 
dispatched  from  the  honourable  the  governor-general  and  council  to  the 
effect  he  wished.  That  the  said  nabob  "  had  promised  to  obtain  and 
forward  to  him  the  expected  orders  from  Bengal  in  fifteen  days,  and 
that  he  was  therefore  every  instant  in  expectation  of  their  arrival ; 
and  observed,  that,  when  G-eneral  Goddard  proposed  to  send  a  con- 
fidential person  to  Poonah,  he  conceived  that  those  orders  must 
have  actually  reached  him :"  that  therefore  the  treaty,  formally 
concluded  by  David  Anderson,  was  in  effect  and  substance  the  same 
with  that  offered,  and  in  reality  concluded  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
with  the  exception  only  of  Salsette,  which  the  nabob  of  Arcot  had 
agreed  to  restore  to  the  Mahrattas.  That  the  intention  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  in  pressing  for  a  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  on 
terms  so  dishonourable,  and  by  measures  so  rash  and  ill-concerted, 
was  not  to  restore  and  establish  a  general  peace  throughout  India, 
but  to  engage  the  India  Company  in  a  new  war  against  Hyder  Ally, 
and  to  make  the  Mahrattas  parties  therein.  That  the  eagerness 
and  passion  with  which  the  said  Hastings  pursued  this  object,  laid 
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him  open  to  the  Mahrattas,  who  depended  thereon  for  obtaining 
whatever  they  should  demand  from  us. — That  in  order  to  carry  the 
point  of  an  offensive  alliance  against  Hyder  Ally,  the  said  Hastings 
exposed  the  negotiation  for  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  to  many  diffi- 
culties and  delays.  That  the  Mahrattas  were  bound  by  a  clear  and 
recent  engagement,  which  Hyder  had  never  violated  in  any  article, 
to  make  no  peace  with  us,  which  should  not  include  him ;  that  they 
pleaded  the  sacred  nature  of  this  obligation  in  answer  to  all  our 
requisitions  on  this  head,  while  the  said  Hastings,  still  importunate 
for  his  favourite  point,  suggested  to  them  various  means  of  recon- 
ciling a  substantial  breach  of  their  engagement  with  a  formal  ob- 
servance of  it,  and  taught  them  how  they  might  at  once  be  parties 
in  a  peace  with  Hyder  Ally,  and  in  an  offensive  alliance  for  imme- 
diate hostility  against  him.  That  these  lessons  of  public  duplicity 
and  artifice,  and  these  devices  of  ostensible  faith  and  real  treachery, 
could  have  no  effect  but  to  degrade  the  national  character,  and  to 
inspire  the  Mahrattas  themselves,  with  whom  we  were  in  treaty, 
with  a  distrust  in  our  sincerity  and  good  faith. — That  the  object  of 
this  fraudulent  policy  (viz.  the  utter  destruction  of  Hyder  Ally,  and 
a  partition  of  his  dominions)  was  neither  wise  in  itself,  nor  authorized 
by  the  orders  and  instructions  of  the  company  to  their  servants ; 
that  it  was  incompatible  with  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  wliich  Hyder 
Ally  was  included,  and  contrary  to  the  repeated  and  best-understood 
injunctions  of  the  company ;  being,  in  the  first  place,  a  bargain  for 
a  new  war,  and,  in  the  next,  aiming  at  an  extension  of  our  territory 
bj'  conquest.  That  the  best  and  soundest  political  opinions  on  the 
relations  of  these  states  have  always  represented  our  great  security 
against  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas  to  depend  on  its  being  balanced 
by  that  of  Hyder  Ally ;  and  the  Mysore  country  is  so  placed  as  a 
barrier  between  the  Carnatic  and  the  Mahrattas,  as  to  make  it  our 
interest  rather  to  strengthen  and  repair  that  barrier,  than  to  level 
and  destroy  it.  That  the  said  treaty  of  partition  does  express  itself 
to  be  eventual  with  regard  to  the  making  and  keeping  of  peace ;  but 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  said  Hastings's  proceeding  he  did 
endeavour  to  prevent  any  peace  with  the  sultan  or  nabob  of  Mysore, 
Tippoo  Saheb,  and  did  for  a  long  time  endeavour  to  frustrate  all  the 
methods  which  could  have  rendered  the  said  treaty  of  conquest  and 
partition  wholly  unnecessary. 

That  the  Mahrattas  having  taken  no  effectual  step  to  oblige 
Hyder  Ally  to  make  good  the  conditions  for  which  they  had  en- 
gaged in  his  behalf,  and  the  war  continuing  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
Carnatic  by  Tippoo  Sultan,  son  and  successor  of  Hyder  Ally,  the 
presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  undertook,  upon  their  own  authority, 
to  open  a  negotiation  with  the  said  Tippoo ;  which  measure,  though 
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indispensably  necessary,  the  said  Hastings  utterly  disapproved  and 
discountenanced,  expressly  denying,  that  there  was  any  ground  or 
motive  for  entering  into  any  direct  or  separate  treaty  with  Tippoo ; 
and  not  consenting  to  or  authorizing  any  negotiation  for  such  treaty, 
until  after  a  cessation  of  hostilities  had  been  brought  about  with 
him  by  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  August,  1773,  and  the 
ministers  of  Tippoo  had  been  received  and  treated  with  by  that 
presidency,  and  commissioners,  in  return,  actually  sent  by  the  said 
presidency  to  the  court  of  Poonah  ;  which  late  and  reluctant  con- 
sent and  authority  were  extorted  from  him,  the  said  Hastings,  in 
consequence  of  the  acknowledgment  of  his  agent  at  the  court  of 
Madajee  Scindia  (upon  whom  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had 
depended  for  enforcing  the  clauses  of  the  Mahratta  treaty)  of  the 
precariousness  of  such  dependence,  and  of  the  necessity  of  that 
direct  and  separate  treaty  with  Tippoo,  so  long  and  so  lately  repro- 
bated by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  notwithstanding  the  inform- 
ation and  entreaties  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  as  well  as 
the  known  distresses  and  critical  situation  of  the  company's  affairs. 
— That,  though  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  length  give 
instructions  for  negotiating  and  making  peace  with  Tippoo,  ex- 
pressly adding,  that  those  instructions  extended  to  all  the  points, 
which  occurred  to  Mm  or  them  as  capable  of  being  agitated  or 
gained  upon  the  occasion ; — though  the  said  instructions  were  sent 
after  the  said  commissioners  by  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
with  directions  to  obey  them ; — though  not  only  the  said  instruc- 
tions were  obeyed,  but  advantages  gained,  which  did  not  occur  to 
the  said  Warren  Hastings ; — though  the  said  peace  formed  a  con- 
trast with  the  Mahratta  peace,  in  neither  ceding  any  territory 
possessed  by  the  company  before  the  war,  or  delivering  up  any 
dependent  or  ally  to  the  vengeance  of  his  adversaries,  but  providing 
for  the  restoration  of  all  the  countries,  that  had  been  taken  from 
the  company  and  their  allies ; — though  the  supreme  council  of 
Calcutta,  forming  the  legal  government  of  Bengal  in  the  absence  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ratified  the  said  treaty,  yet  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  then  absent  from  the  seat  of  government,  and 
out  of  the  province  of  Bengal,  and  forming  no  legal  or  integral  part 
of  the  government  during  such  absence,  did,  after  such  ratification, 
usurp  the  power  of  acting  a.s  a  part  of  such  government  (as  if 
actually  sitting  in  council  with  the  other  members  of  the  same)  in 
the  consideration  and  unqualified  censure  of  the  terms  of  the  said 
peace.  That  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  with  whom  the  said  Hastings 
did  keep  up  an  unwarrantable  clandestine  correspondence,  without 
any  communication  with  the  presidency  of  Madras,  wrote  a  letter 
of  complaint,  dated  the  27th  of  March,  1784,  against  the  presidency 
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of  that  place,  without  any  communication  thereof  to  the  said  presi- 
dency, the  said  complaint  being  addressed  to  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  the  substance  of  which  complaint  was,  that  he  (the  nabob) 
had  not  been  made  a  party  to  the  late  treaty :  and  although  his 
interest  had  been  sufficiently  provided  for  in  the  said  treaty,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  sign  a  declaration  on  the  23rd  of  May, 
at  Lucknow,  forming  the  basis  of  a  new  article,  and  making  a  new 
party  to  the  treaty,  after  it  had  been  by  all  parties  (the  supreme 
council  of  Calcutta  included)  completed  and  ratified,  and  did  trans- 
mit the  said  new  stipulation  to  the  presidency  at  Calcutta  solely  for 
the  purposes,  and  at  the  instigation  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  and  the 
said  declaration  was  made  without  any  previous  communication  with 
the  presidency  aforesaid,  and  in  consequence  thereof  orders  were 
sent  by  the  council  at  Calcutta  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
under  the  severest  threats  in  case  of  disobedience ;  which  orders,  what- 
ever were  their  purport,  would,  as  an  undue  assumption  of  and 
participation  in  the  government,  from  which  he  was  absent,  become 
a  high  misdemeanor ;  but,  being  to  the  purport  of  opening  the  said 
treaty  after  its  solemn  ratification,  and  proposing  a  new  clause,  and 
a  new  party  to  the  same,  was  also  an  aggravation  of  such  misde- 
meanor, as  it  tended  to  convey  to  the  Indian  powers  an  idea  of  the 
unsteadiness  of  the  councils  and  determinations  of  the  British 
government,  and  to  take  away  all  reliance  on  its  engagements,  and 
as,  above  all,  it  exposed  the  affairs  of  the  nation  and  the  company 
to  the  hazard  of  seeing  renewed  all  the  calamities  of  war,  from 
whence  by  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  they  had  ernerged,  and  upon 
a  pretence  so  weak  as  that  of  proposing  the  nabob  of  Arcot  to  be 
a  party  to  the  same — though  he  had  not  been  made  a  party  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  in  the  Mahratta  treaty,  which  professed  to 
be  for  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic ; — though  he  was  not  a  party  to 
the  former  treaty  with  Hyder,  also  relative  to  the  Carnatic ; — 
though  it  was  not  certain,  if  the  treaty  were  once  opened,  and  that 
even  Tippoo  should  then  consent  to  that  nabob's  being  a  party, 
whether  he  (the  said  nabob)  would  agree  to  the  clauses  of  the  same, 
and  consequently  whether  the  said  treaty,  once  opened,  could  after- 
wards be  concluded — an  uncertainty,  of  which  he  the  said  Hastings 
should  have  learned  to  be  aware,  having  already  once  been  disap- 
pointed by  the  said  nabob's  refusing  to  accede  to  a  treaty,  which 
he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made  for  him  with  the  Dutch,  about 
a  year  before. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  broken  a  solemn  and 
honourable  treaty  of  peace  by  an  unjust  and  unprovoked  war ; 
having  neglected  to  conclude  that  war  when  he  might  have  done  it 
without  loss  of  honour  to  the  nation  ;  having  plotted  and  contrived, 
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as  far  as  depended  on  him,  to  engage  the  India  Company  in  another 
war,  as  soon  as  the  former  should  be  concluded ;  and  having  at  last 
put  an  end  to  a  most  unjust  war  against  the  Mahrattas  by  a  most 
ignominious  peace  with  them,  in  which  he  sacrificed  objects  essen- 
tial to  the  interests,  and  submitted  to  conditions  utterly  incom- 
patible with  the  honour  of  this  nation,  and  with  his  own  declared 
sense  of  the  dishonourable  nature  of  those  conditions ;  and  having 
endeavoured  to  open  anew  the  treaty  concluded  with  Tippoo 
Sultan,  through  the  means  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
upon  principles  of  justice  and  honour,  and  which  established  peace 
in  India ;  and  thereby  exposing  the  British  possessions  there  to  the 
renewal  of  the  dangers  and  calamities  of  war — has  by  these  several 
acts  been  guilty  of  sundry  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 


XXI.   CORRESPONDENCE. 

That  by  an  act  of  the  13th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  entitled, 
"  An  act  for  establishing  certain  regulations  for  the  better  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company,  as  well  in  India  as 
in  Europe,"  "  the  governor-general  and  council  are  required  and 
directed  to  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  orders  as  they  shall 
receive  from  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  company,  and 
to  correspond  from  time  to  time,  and  constantly  and  diligently 
transmit  to  the  said  court  an  exact  particular  of  all  advices  or 
intelligence,  and  of  all  transactions  and  matters  whatsoever  that 
shall  come  to  their  knowledge  relating  to  the  government,  com- 
merce, revenues,  or  interest  of  the  said  united  company." 

That  in  consequence  of  the  above-recited  act,  the  court  of 
directors,  in  their  general  instructions  of  the  29th  March,  1774, 
to  the  governor-general  and  council,  did  direct  "that  the  corre- 
spondence with  the  princes  or  country  powers  in  India  should  be 
carried  on  through  tHe  governor-general  only  ;  but  that  aU  letters 
to  be  sent  by  him  should  be  jBrst  approved  in  council ;  and  that  he 
shoidd  lay  before  the  council,  at  their  next  meeting,  all  letters 
received  by  him  in  the  course  of  such  correspondence  for  their 
information.'" 

And  the  governor-general  and  council  were  therein  further 
ordered,  "  that  in  transacting  the  business  of  their  department 
they  should  enter  with  the  utmost  perspicuity  and  exactness  all 
their  proceedings  whatsoever ;  and  all  dissents,  if  such  should  at 
any  time  be  made  by  any  member  of  their  board,  together  with  all 
letters  sent  or  received  in  the  course  of  their  correspondence ;  and 
that  broken  sets  of  such  proceedings,  to  the  latest  period  possible, 
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be  transmitted  to  them  (the  court  of  directors)  ;  a  complete  set  at 
the  end  of  every  year,  and  a  duplicate  by  the  next  conveyance." 

That  in  defiance  of  the  said  orders,  and  in  breach  of  the  above- 
recited  act  of  parliament,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has,  in 
sundry  instances,  concealed  from  his  council  the  correspondence 
carried  on  between  him  and  the  princes  or  country  powers  in  India, 
and  neglected  to  communicate  the  advices  and  intelligence  he  from 
time  to  time  received  from  the  British  residents  at  the  diflFerent 
courts  in  India  to  the  other  members  of  the  government ;  and 
without  their  knowledge,  counsel,  or  participation,  has  dispatched 
orders  on  matters  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  interests  of  the 
company. 

That  moreover,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  his  own  improper  and  dangerous  practices  from  his  em- 
ployers, has  withheld  from  the  court  of  directors,  upon  sundry 
occasions,  copies  of  the  proceedings  had,  and  the  correspondence 
carried  on  by  him  in  his  official  capacity  as  governor-general, 
whereby  the  court  of  directors  have  been  kept  in  ignorance  of 
matters  which  it  highly  imported  them  to  know,  and  the  affairs 
of  the  company  have  been  exposed  to  much  inconvenience  and 
injury. 

That  in  all  such  concealments  and  acts  done  or  ordered  without 
the  consent  and  authority  of  the  supreme  council,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 


XXII.   RIGHTS  OF  FYZOOLA  KHAN,  &c.  BEFORE 
THE  TREATY  OF  LALL-DANG. 

I. 

That  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  who  now  holds  of  the  vizier  the 
territory  of  Rampore,  Shawabad,  and  certain  other  districts  de- 
pendent thereon,  in  the  country  of  the  Rohillas,  is  the  second  son 
of  a  prince,  renowned  in  the  history  of  Hindostan  under  the  name 
of  AH  Mohammed  Khan,  some  time  sovereign  of  all  that  part  of 
Rohilcund,  which  is  particularly  distinguished  by  the  appellation  of 
the  Kutteehr. 

II. 

That  after  the  death  of  Ali  Mohammed  aforesaid,  as  Fyzoola 
Khan,  together  with  his  elder  brother,  was  then  a  prisoner  of  war 
at  a  place  called  Herat,  "  the  Rohilla  chiefs  took  possession  of  the 
ancient  estates "  of  the  captive  princes ;  and  the  nabob,  Fyzoola 
Khan,  was  from  necessity  compelled  to  waive  his  hereditary  rights 
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for  the  inconsiderable  districts  of  Rampore  and  Shawabad,  then 
estimated  to  produce  from  six  to  eight  lacs  of  annual  revenue. 

III. 

That  in  1774,  on  the  invasion  of  Eohilcund  by  the  united  armies 
of  the  vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  and  the  company,  the  nabob,  Fyzoola 
Khan,  "  with  some  of  his  people,  was  present  at  the  decisive  battle 
of  St.  George,"  where  Hafiz  Rhanet,  the  great  leader  of  the 
Eohillas,  and  many  others  of  their  principal  chiefs  were  slain ;  but, 
escaping  from  the  slaughter,  Fyzoola  Khan  "  made  his  retreat 
good  towards  the  mountains,  with  all  his  treasure."  He  there 
collected  the  scattered  remains  of  his  countrymen ;  and  as  he  was 
the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Ah  Alohammed  Khan,  as  too  the  most 
powerful  obstacle  to  his  pretensions  was  now  removed  by  the  death 
of  Hafiz,  he  seems  at  length  to  have  been  generally  acknowledged 
by  his  natural  subjects  the  undoubted  heir  of  his  father's  authority. 

IV. 

That,  "regarding  the  sacred  sincerity  and  friendship  of  the 
English,  whose  goodness  and  celebrity  is  every  where  knovra,  who 
dispossess  no  one,''''  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  made  early  overtures 
for  peace  to  Colonel  Alexander  Champion,  commander-in-chief  of 
the  company's  forces  in  Bengal :  that  he  did  propose  to  the  said 
Colonel  Alexander  Champion,  in  three  letters,  received  on  the  14th, 
24th,  and  27th  of  ]May,  to  put  himself  under  the  protection  either 
of  the  company  or  of  the  vizier,  through  the  mediation  and  with 
the  guarantee  of  the  company ;  and  that  he  did  offer  "  whatever 
was  conferred  upon  him  to  pay  as  much  without  damage  or 
deficiency  as  any  other  person  would  agree  to  do  ;"  stating  at  the 
same  time  his  condition  and  pretensions  hereinbefore  recited  as 
facts  "  evident  as  the  sun ;"  and  appealing,  in  a  forcible  and  awful 
manner,  to  the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  this  nation,  "by 
whose  means  he  hoped  in  God  that  he  should  receive  justice ;" 
and  as  "the  person  who  designed  the  war  was  no  more  ;"  as  "in 
that  he  was  himself  guiltless ;"  and  as  "  he  had  never  acted  in  such 
a  manner  as  for  the  vizier  to  have  taken  hatred  to  his  heart  against 
him ;  that  he  might  be  reinstated  in  his  ancient  possessions,  the 
country  of  his  father." 


That  on  the  last  of  the  three  dates  above  mentioned,  that  is  to 
say,  on  the  27th  of  May,  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did  also  send  to 
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the  commander-in-chief  a  vakeel,  or  ambassador,  who  was  author- 
ized on  the  part  of  him  (the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  his  master)  to 
make  a  specific  offer  of  three  propositions  ;  and  that  by  one  of  the 
said  propositions  "  an  annual  increase  of  near  400,000^.  would  have 
accrued  to  the  revenues  of  our  ally,  and  the  immediate  acquisition 
of  above  300,000?.  to  the  company,  for  their  influence  in  effecting 
an  accommodation  perfectly  consistent  with  their  engagements  to 
the  vizier,"  and  strictly  consonant  to  the  demands  of  justice. 

VI. 

That  so  great  was  the  confidence  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  in 
the  just,  humane,  and  liberal  feelings  of  Englishmen,  as  to  "  lull 
him  into  an  inactivity"  of  the  most  essential  detriment  to  his 
interests  ;  since  "  in  the  hopes  which  he  entertained  from  the 
interposition  of  our  government,"  he  declined  the  invitation  of  the 
Mogul  to  join  the  arms  of  his  majesty  and  the  Mahrattas,  "refused 
any  connexion  with  the  Seiks,"  and  did  even  neglect  to  take  the 
obvious  precaution  of  crossing  the  Ganges,  as  he  had  originally 
intended,  while  the  river  was  yet  fordable,  a  movement  that  would 
have  enabled  him  certainly  to  baffle  all  pursuit,  and  probably  "  to 
keep  the  vizier  in  a  state  of  disquietude  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life." 

VII. 

That  the  commander-in-chief,  Colonel  Alexander  Champion  afore- 
said, "  thought  nothing  could  be  more  honourable  to  this  nation 
than  the  support  of  so  exalted  a  character ;  and  whilst  it  could 
be  done  on  terms  so  advantageous,  supposed  it  very  unlikely,  that 
the  vakeel's  proposition  should  be  received  with  indifference ;" 
that  he  did  accordingly  refer  it  to  the  administration  through 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  then  governor  of  Fort- William,  and 
president  of  Bengal ;  and  he  did  at  the  same  time  enclose  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  a  letter  from  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  to  the 
said  Hastings ;  which  letter  does  not  appear,  but  must  be  supposed 
to  have  been  of  the  same  tenor  with  those  before  cited  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief; of  which  also  copies  were  sent  to  the  said  Hastings 
by  the  commander-in-chief;  and  he  (the  commander-in-chief  afore- 
said) after  urging  to  the  said  Hastings  sundry  good  and  cogent 
arguments  of  policy  and  prudence,  in  favour  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan,  did  conclude  by  "wishing  for  nothing  so  much  as  for  the 
adoption  of  some  measure,  that  might  strike  all  the  powers  of  the 
East  with  admiration  of  our  justice,  in  contrast  to  the  conduct  of 
the  vizier." 
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VIII. 

That  in  answer  to  such  laudable  wish  of  the  said  commander-in- 
chief,  the  president  (Warren  Hastings)  preferring  his  own  prohibited 
plans  of  extended  dominion  to  the  mild,  equitable,  and  wise 
policy  inculcated  in  the  standing  orders  of  his  superiors,  and  now 
enforced  by  the  recommendation  of  the  commander-in-chief,  did 
instruct  and  "  desire  "  him,  the  said  commander-in-chief,  "  instead  of 
soliciting  the  vizier  ta  relinquish  his  conquest  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  to 
discourage  it  as  much  as  was  in  his  power;"  although  the  said 
Hastings  did  not  once  express,  or  even  intimate,  any  doubt  what- 
ever of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's  innocence  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
war,  or  of  his  hereditary  right  to  the  territories  which  he  claimed ; 
but  to  the  said  pleas  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  as  well  as  to 
the  arguments  both  of  policy  and  justice  advanced  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, he  the  said  Hastings  did  solely  oppose  certain 
speculative  objects  of  imagined  expediency,  summing  up  his  decided 
rejection  of  the  proposals  made  by  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  in 
the  following  remarkable  words : 

"  With  respect  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  he  appears  not  to  merit  our 
consideration.  The  petty  sovereign  of  a  country  estimated  at  six  or 
eight  lacs  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  prove  an  impediment  to  any  of  our 
measures,  or  to  affect  the  consistency  of  our  conduct" 

IX. 

That  in  the  aforesaid  violent  and  arbitrary  position,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  avow  it  to  be  a  public  principle  of  his 
government,  that  no  right,  however  manifest,  and  no  innocence,  how- 
ever unimpeached,  could  entitle  the  weak  to  our  protection  against 
others,  or  save  them  from  our  own  active  endeavours  for  their  oppres- 
sion, and  even  extirpation,  should  they  interfere  with  our  notions 
of  political  expediency  :  and  that  such  a  principle  is  highly  deroga- 
tory to  the  justice  and  honour  of  the  English  name,  and  funda- 
mentally injurious  to  our  interests,  inasmuch  as  it  hath  an  immediate 
tendency  to  excite  distrust,  jealousy,  fear,  and  hatred,  against  us 
among  all  the  subordinate  potentates  of  Hindostan. 

X. 

That,  in  prosecution  of  the  said  despotic  principle,  the  president 
(Warren  Hastings  aforesaid)  did  persist  to  obstruct,  as  far  as  in 
him  lay,  every  advance  towards  an  accommodation  between  the 
vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan ;  and  parti- 
cularly on  the  16th  of  September,  only  eight  days  after  the  said 
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Hastings,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  members  of  the  select 
committee  of  Bengal,  had  publicly  testified  his  satisfaction  in  the 
prospect  of  an  accommodation,  and  had  Jioped  "  that  his  excellency 
(the  vizier)  would  be  disposed  to  conciliate  the  affections  (of  the 
Rohillas)  to  his  government  iy  acceding  to  lenient  terms ;'"  he,  the 
said  Hastings,  did  nevertheless  write,  and  without  the  consent  or 
knowledge  of  his  colleagues,  did  privately  dispatch  a  certain  answer 
to  a  letter  of  the  commander-in-chief;  in  which  answer  the  said 
Hastings  did  express  other  contradictory  hopes,  namely,  that  the 
commander-in-chief  liad  resolved  on  prosecuting  the  war  to  a  final 
issue,  "  because  (as  the  said  Hastings  explains  himself)  it  appears 
very  plainly,  that  Fyzoola  Khan,  and  his  adherents,  lai/  at  your 
mercy ;  because  I  apprehend  much  inconveniency  from  delays ; 
and  because  I  am  morally  certain,  that  no  good  will  he  gained  ly  nego- 
tiating ;" — thereby  artfully  suggesting  his  wishes  of  what  might 
be,  in  his  hopes  of  what  had  been,  resolved ;  and  plainly,  though 
indirectly,  instigating  the  commander-in-chief  to  much  effusion  of 
blood  in  an  immediate  attack  on  the  Rohillas,  posted  as  they 
were  "in  a  very  strong  situation,"  and  "combating  for  all." 

XI. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  answer  aforesaid,  did  further 
endeavour  to  inflame  the  commander-in-chief  against  the  nabob 
Fyzoola  Khan,  by  representing  the  said  nabob  as  "  highly  pre- 
suming, insolent,  and  evasive  ;"  and  knowing  the  distrust  which  the 
nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  entertained  of  the  vizier,  the  said  Hastings 
did  "  expressly  desire  it  should  be  left  wholly  to  the  vizier  to  treat 
with  the  enemy  by  his  own  agents,  and  in  his  oion  manner ;'"  though 
he  the  said  Hastings  "  by  no  means  wished  the  vizier  to  lose  time 
by  seeking  an  accommodation,  since  it  would  be  more  effectual, 
more  decisive,  and  more  consistent  with  his  dignity,  indeed  with  his 
honour,  which  he  has  already  pledged,  to  abide  by  his  first  offers, 
to  dictate  the  conditions  of  peace,  and  to  admit  only  an  acceptance 
without  reservation,  or  a  clear  refusal  from  his  adversary  ;"  thereby 
affecting  to  hold  up,  in  opposition  to,  and  in  exclusion  of,  the  sub- 
stantial claims  of  justice,  certain  ideal  obligations  of  dignity  and 
honour,  that  is  to  say,  the  gratification  of  pride,  and  the  observ- 
ance of  an  arrogant  determination  once  declared. 

XII. 

That  although  the  said  answer  did  not  reach  the  commander- 
in-chief  until  peace  was  actually  concluded ;  and  although  the 
dangerous  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  the  said  answer 
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were  thereby  prevented,  yet  by  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
said  answer,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  did  strongly  evince  his 
ultimate  adherence  to  all  the  former  violent  and  unjust  principles  of 
his  conduct  towards  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  which  principles 
were  disgraceful  to  the  character,  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
this  nation ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  thereby,  in  a 
particular  manner,  exclude  himself  from  any  share  of  credit  for 
"  the  honourable  period  put  to  the  Rohilla  war,  which  has  in  some 
degree  done  away  the^  reproach  so  wantonly  brought  on  the  English 
name." 


EIGHTS  OF  FYZOOLA  KHaN,  UNDER  THE  TREATY 
OF  L ALL-DANG. 

I. 

That  notwithstanding  the  culpable  and  criminal  reluctance  of  the 
president  Hastings,  hereinbefore  recited,  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
friendship  between  the  vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  and  the  nabob 
Fyzoola  Khan  was  finally  signed  and  sealed,  on  the  7th  October, 
1774,  at  a  place  called  Lall-Dang,  in  the  presence,  and  with  the 
attestation  of  the  British  commander-in-chief.  Colonel  Alexander 
Champion  aforesaid ;  and  that  for  the  said  treaty  the  nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan  agreed  to  pay,  and  did  actually  pay,  the  valuable  considera- 
tion of  half  his  treasure,  to  the  amount  of  15  lacs  of  rupees,  or 
150,000^.  sterhng,  and  upwards. 

II. 

That  by  the  said  treaty  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  was  established 
in  the  quiet  possession  of  Rampore,  Shawabad,  and  "  some  other 
districts  dependent  thereon,"  subject  to  certain  conditions,  of  which 
the  more  important  were  as  follow : — 

"  That  Fyzoola  Khan  should  retain  in  hLs  service  5000  troops, 
and  not  a  single  man  more  : 

"  That  with  whomsoever  the  vizier  should  make  war,  Fyzoola 
Khan  should  send  two  (/r  three  thousand  men  according  to  his  ability, 
to  join  the  forces  of  the  vizier  : 

"  And  that,  if  the  vizier  should  march  in  person,  Fyzoola  Khan 
should  himself  accompany  him  with  his  troops." 

III. 

That  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty  above  recited  it  doth  plainly, 
positively,  and  indisputably  appear,  that  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan, 
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in  case  of  war,  was  not  bound  to  furnish  more  than  three  thousand 
men  under  any  construction,  unless  the  vizier  should  march  in 
person. 

IV. 

That  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  was  not  positively  bound  to  furnish 
so  many  as  3000  men,  but  an  indefinite  number,  not  more  than 
three,  and  not  less  than  two  thousand  ;  that  of  the  precise  number 
within  such  limitations,  the  ability  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  and  not  the 
discretion  of  the  vizier,  was  to  be  the  standard  ;  and  that  such 
ability  could  only  mean  that,  which  was  equitably  consistent  not 
only  with  the  external  defence  of  his  jaghire,  but  with  the  internal 
good  management  thereof,  both  as  to  its  police  and  revenue. 

V. 

That  even  in  case  the  vizier  should  march  in  person,  it  might  be 
reasonably  doubted  whether  the  personal  service  of  the  nabob 
Fyzoola  Khan  "  with  his  troops  "  must  be  understood  to  be,  with 
all  his  troops,  or  only  with  the  number  before  stipulated,  not  more 
than  three,  and  not  less  than  two  thousand  men ;  and  that  the 
latter  is  the  interpretation  finally  adopted  by  Warren  Hastings 
aforesaid,  and  the  council  of  Bengal,  who,  in  a  letter  to  the  court 
of  directors,  dated  April  6th,  1783,  represent  the  clauses  of  the 
treaty  relative  to  the  stipulated  aid,  as  meaning  simply  that  Fyzoola 
Khan  "  should  send  2000  or  3000  men  to  join  the  vizier's  forces,  or 
attend  in  person  in  case  it  should  be  requisite." 

VI. 

That  from  the  aforesaid  terms  of  the  treaty  it  doth  not  speci- 
fically appear  of  what  the  stipulated  aid  should  consist,  whether  of 
horse  or  foot,  or  in  what  proportion  of  both ;  but  that  it  is  the 
recorded  opinion,  maturely  formed  by  the  said  Hastings  and  his 
council,  in  January,  1783,  that  even  "a  single  horseman  included  in 
the  aid,  which  Fyzoola  Khan  might  furnish,  would  prove  a  literal 
compliance  with  the  stipulation." 

VII. 

That,  in  the  event  of  any  doubt  fairly  arising  from  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  in  consideration  of  his 
hereditary  right  to  the  whole  country,  and  the  price  by  him 
actually  paid  for  the  said  treaty,  was  in  equity  entitled  to  the  most 
favourable  construction. 
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VIII. 
That,  from  the  attestation  of  Colonel  Champion  aforesaid,  the 
government  of  Calcutta  acquired  the  same  right  to  interpose 
with  the  vizier  for  the  protection  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  as 
they  the  said  government  had  before  claimed  from  a  similar  attestar 
tion  of  Sir  Robert  Barker  to  assist  the  vizier  in  extirpating  the 
whole  nation  of  the  said  Fyzoola  Khan  ;  more  especially  as  in  the 
case  of  Sir  Robert  Barker  it  was  contrary  to  the  remonstrances  of 
the  then  administration,  and  the  furthest  from  the  intentions  of  the 
said  Barker  himself,  that  his  attestation  should  involve  the  company, 
but  the  attestation  of  Colonel  Champion  was  authorized  by  all  the 
powers  of  the  government,  as  a  "  sanction "  intended  "  to  add 
validity "  to  the  treaty ;  that  they  the  said  government,  and  in 
particular  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  the  first  executive  member 
of  the  same,  were  bound  by  the  ties  of  natural  justice  duly  to  exer- 
cise the  aforesaid  right  if  need  were ;  and  that  their  duty  so  to 
interfere  was  more  particularly  enforced  by  the  spirit  of  the 
censures  past  both  by  the  directors  and  proprietors  in  the  RohiUa 
war,  and  the  satisfaction  expressed  by  the  directors  "  in  the  honour- 
able end  put  to  that  war." 

GUARANTEE  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  LALL-DANG. 


That  during  the  life  of  the  vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  for  some 
time  after  his  death,  under  his  son  and  successor  Asoph  ul  Dowlah, 
the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did  remain  without  disturbance  or  moles- 
tation ;  that  he  did  all  the  while  imagine  his  treaty  to  be  imder 
the  sanction  of  the  company  from  Colonel  Champion's  affixing  his 
signature  thereto  as  a  witness,  "  which  signature,  as  he  (Fyzoola 
Khan)  supposed "  rendered  the  company  the  arbitrators  between 
the  vizier  and  himself,  in  case  of  disputes  ;  and  that  being  "  a  man 
of  sense,  but  extreme  pusillanimity,  a  good  farmer,  fond  of  wealth, 
not  possessed  of  the  passion  of  ambition^''  he  did  peaceably  apply  him- 
self to  "  improve  the  state  of  his  country ;  and  did,  by  his  own 
prude-fice  and  attention,  increase  the  revenues  thereof  beyond  the 
amount  specified  in  Sujah  ul  Dowlah's  grant." 

II. 

That  in  the  year  1777,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1778, 
being  "  alarmed  at  the  young  vizier's  resumption  of  a  number  of 
jaghires  granted  by  his  father  to  different  persons,  and  the  injustice 
and  oppression  of  his  conduct  in  general ;"  and  having  now  learned 
(from  whom  does  not  appear,  but  probably  from  some  person  sup- 
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posed  of  competent  authority),  that  Colonel  Champion  formerly 
witnessed  the  treaty  as  a  private  person,  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan 
did  make  frequent  and  urgent  solicitations  to  Nathaniel  Middleton, 
Esquire,  then  resident  at  Oude,  and  to  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid, 
then  governor-general  of  Bengal,  "for  a  renovation  of  his  (the 
nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's)  treaty  with  the  late  vizier,  and  the  gua- 
rantee of  the  company,"  or  for  "a  separate  agreement  with  the 
company  for  his  defence  ;"  considering  them  (the  company)  as  "  the 
only  power,  in  which  he  had  confidence,  and  to  which  he  could 
look  up  for  protection." 

III. 

That  the  said  resident  Middleton,  and  the  said  governor-general 
Hastings,  did  not,  as  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do,  endeavour  to 
allay  the  apprehensions  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  by  assuring 
him  of  his  safety  under  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Champion's  attesta- 
tion aforesaid ;  but  by  their  criminal  neglect,  if  not  by  positive 
expressions  (as  there  is  just  ground  from  their  subsequent  lan- 
guage and  conduct  to  believe)  they,  the  said  Middleton  and  the 
said  Hastings,  did  at  least  keep  alive  and  confirm  (whoever  may 
have  originally  suggested)  the  said  apprehension ;  and  that  such 
neglect  alone  was  the  more  highly  culpable  in  the  said  Hastings, 
inasmuch  as  he  the  said  Hastings,  in  conjunction  with  other 
members  of  the  select  committee  of  the  then  presidency  of  Bengal, 
did,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1774,  write  to  Colonel  Champion 
aforesaid,  publicly  authorizing  him  the  said  Colonel  Champion  to 
join  his  sanction  to  the  accommodations  agreed  on  (between  the 
vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  and  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan),  to  add  to 
their  validity  ;  and  on  the  6th  of  October  following  did  again  write 
to  the  said  Colonel  Champion  more  explicitly,  to  join  his  sanction, 
"  either  by  attesting  the  treaty,  or  acting  as  gimrantee  on  the  part 
of  the  company  for  the  performance  of  it ;"  both  which  letters, 
though  they  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  actual  signature  of  the 
said  Colonel  Champion,  do  yet  incontrovertibly  mark  the  solemn 
intention  of  the  said  committee  (of  which  the  said  Hastings  was 
president),  that  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Champion's  attestation 
should  be  regarded  as  a  public,  not  a  private,  sanction  ;  and  it  was 
more  peculiarly  incumbent  on  such  persons,  who  had  been  members 
of  the  said  committee,  so"  to  regard  the  same. 

IV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  further  guilty  of  much 
criminal  concealment  for  the  space  of  "  twelve  months,"  inasmuch 
as  he  did  not  lay  before  the  board  the  frequent  and  urgent  solicita- 
tions, which  he  the  said  Hastings  was  continually  receiving  from 
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the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  until  the  9th  of  March,  1778 ;  on  which 
day  the  said  Hastings  did  communicate  to  the  council  a  public 
letter  of  the  aforesaid  Middleton,  resident  at  Oude,  acquainting  the 
board  that  he  (the  said  Middleton)  taking  occasion  from  a  late 
application  of  Fyzoola  Khan  for  the  company's  guarantee,  had 
deputed  Mr.  Daniel  Octavus  Barwell  (assistant-resident  at  Benares, 
but  then  on  a  visit  to  the  resident  Middleton  at  Lucknow)  to 
proceed  with  a  special  commission  to  Rampore,  there  to  inquire 
on  the  spot  into  tjie  truth  of  certain  reports  circulated  to  the 
prejudice  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  which  reports,  however,  the  said  Mid- 
dleton did  afterwards  confess  himself  to  have  "  always  "  thought  "  in 
the  highest  degree  improbable.'''' 

That  the  said  resident  Middleton  did  "  request  to  know  whether, 
on  proof  of  Fyzoola  Khan's  innocence,  the  honourable  board  would 
be  pleased  to  grant  him  (the  resident)  permission  to  comply  with  his 
(Fyzoola  Khan's)  request  of  the  company's  guaranteeing  his  treaty 
with  the  vizier."  And  the  said  Middleton,  in  excu.se  for  having 
irregularly  "availed  himself  of  the  abilities  of  Mr,  Daniel  Bar- 
well,"  who  belonged  to  another  station,  and  for  deputing  him  with 
the  aforesaid  commission  to  Rampore  without  the  previous  know- 
ledge of  the  board,  did  urge  the  plea  '■'■  of  immediate  necessity ;''''  and 
that  such  plea,  if  the  necessity  really  existed,  was  a  strong  charge 
and  accusation  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from  whose 
criminal  neglect  and  concealment  the  urgency  of  such  necessity 
did  arise. 

V. 

That  the  governor-general,  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  did  imme- 
diately move,  "  that  the  board  approve  the  deputation  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Barwell,  and  that  the  resident  (^liddleton)  be  authorized  to  offer 
the  company's  guarantee  for  the  observance  of  the  treaty  subsisting 
between  the  vizier  and  Fyzoola  Khan,  provided  it  meets  with  the 
vizier's  concurrence ;"  and  that  the  governor-general's  proposition 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  ;  the  u.sual  majority  of  councO  then 
consisting  of  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  a  near  relation  of  Daniel 
Octavus  Barwell  aforesaid,  and  the  governor-general  Warren  Hast- 
ings, who  in  case  of  an  equality  had  the  casting  voice. 

VI. 

That  on  receiving  from  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell  full  and  early  assur- 
ance of  Fyzoola  Khan's  "  having  preserved  every  article  of  his 
treaty  inviolate,"  the  resident  Middleton  applied  for  the  vizier's  con- 
currence, which  was  readily  obtained;  the  vizier  hov>'ever  premising, 
that  he  gave  his  consent,  "  taking  it  for  granted,  that  on  Fyzoola 
Khan's  receiving  the  treaty,  and  khelaut  (or  robe  of  honour),  he 
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was  to  make  him  a  return  of  the  complimentary  presents  usually 
offered  on  such  occasions,  and  of  such  an  amount  as  shouldie  a  mani- 
festation of  Fyzoola  KhdrCs  due  sense  of  his  friendship,  and  suitable 
to  his  excellency's  ranh  to  receive  ,•"  and  that  the  resident  Middleton 
"  did  make  himself  in  some  measure  responsible  for  the  said  presents 
being  obtained,"  and  did  write  to  Mr.  Daniel  BarweU  accordingly. 

VII. 

That,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  council  hereinbefore  recited, 
the  solicited  guarantee,  under  the  seal  of  the  resident  Middleton, 
thus  duly  authorized  on  behalf  of  the  company,  was  transmitted, 
together  with  the  renewed  treaty,  to  Mr.  Daniel  BarweU  aforesaid 
at  Eampore ;  and  that  they  were  both  by  him,  the  said  BarweU, 
presented  to  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  with  a  solemnity  not  often 
paralleled,  "in  the  presence  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  nabob's 
subjects,  who  were  assembled,  that  the  ceremony  might  create  a 
full  belief  in  the  breasts  of  all  his  people,  that  the  company  would 
protect  him  as  long  as  he  strictly  adhered  to  the  letter  of  his 
treaty." 

VIII. 

That  in  the  conclusion  of  the  said  ceremony,  the  nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan  did  deliver  to  the  said  BarweU,  for  the  use  of  the  vizier,  a 
nuzzer  (or  present)  of  elephants,  horses,  &c.,  and  did  add  thereto 
a  lac  of  rupees,  or  10,000^.,  and  upwards ;  which  sum  the  said 
BarweU,  "  not  being  authorized  to  accept  any  pecuniary  considera- 
tion, did  at  first  refuse ;"  but  upon  Fyzoola  Khan's  urging,  that  on 
such  occasions  it  was  the  invariable  "custom  of  Hindostan,  and  that 
it  must  on  the  present  he  expected,  as  it  had  heen  formerly  the  case" 
(but  when,  does  not  appear)  ;  he  the  said  BarweU  did  accept 
the  "said  lac  in  the  name  of  the  vizier,"  our  ally,  "in  whose  wealth 
(as  Warren  Hastings  on  another  occasion  observed)  we  should 
participate,"  and  on  whom  we  at  that  time  had  an  accumulating 
demand. 

IX. 

That,  over  and  above  the  lac  of  rupees  thus  presented  to  the 
vizier,  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did  likewise  offer  one  other  lac  of 
rupees,  or  upwards  of  10,000^.  more  for  the  company,  "  as  some 
acknowledgment  of  the  obligation  he  received  :  that  although  such 
acknowledgment  was  not  pretended  to  be  the  invariable  custom  of 
Hindostan  on  such  occasions,  however  it  might  on  the  present  be 
expected,"  Mr.  Daniel  BarweU  aforesaid    (knowing  probably  the 
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disposition  and  views  of  the  then  actual  government  at  Calcutta) 
did  not,  emn  at  first,  decline  the  said  offer,  but  as  he  was  not 
empowered  to  accept  it,  did  immediately  propose  taking  a  bond  for 
the  amount,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  board  should  be  known. 

That  the  offer  was  accordingly  communicated  by  the  said  Barwell 
to  the  resident  Middleton,  to  be  by  him  the  resident  referred  to  the 
board;  and  that  it  was  so  referred;  that  in  reply  to  the  said 
reference  of  the  resident  Middleton,  the  governor-general  (Warren 
Hastings)  did  move  and  caiTy  a  vote  of  council,  "  authorizing  Mr. 
Middleton  to  accept  the  offer  made  by  Fyzoola  Kh^n  to  the  com- 
pany of  one  lac  of  rupees,"  without  assigning  any  reason  whatever 
in  support  of  the  said  motion,  notwithstanding  it  was  objected  by  a 
member  of  the  board,  "  that,  if  the  measure  was  right,  it  became 
us  to  adopt  it  without  such  a  consideration :'''  and  that  "  our  accept- 
ing of  the  lac  of  rupees  as  a  recompense  for  our  interposition  is 
beneath  the  dignity  of  this  government  (of  Calcutta),  and  will  dis- 
credit us  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indian  powers." 

That  the  acceptance  of  the  said  sum,  in  this  circumstance,  was 
beneath  the  dignity  of  the  said  government,  and  did  tend  so  to 
discredit  us ;  and  that  the  motion  of  the  said  Hastings  for  such 
acceptance  was  therefore  highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  this 
nation. 

X. 

That  the  aforesaid  member  of  the  council  did  further  disapprove 
altogether  of  the  guarantee,  "as  unnecessary;"  and  that  another 
member  of  council,  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  the  near  relation  of 
Daniel  Octavus  Barwell,  hereinbefore  named,  did  declare  (but  after 
the  said  guarantee  had  taken  place),  that  "this  government  (of  Cal- 
cutta) was  in  fact  engaged,  by  Colonel  Champion's  signature  being 
to  the  treaty  with  Fyzoola  Khan,"  that  the  said  unnecessary 
guarantee  did  not  only  subject  to  a  heavy  expense  a  prince  whom 
we  are  bound  to  protect,  but  did  further  produce  in  his  mind  the 
following  obvious  and  natural  conclusion ;  namely,  "  that  tlte  signa- 
ture of  any  person,  in  vihatecer  pulUc  capacity  he  at  p^resent  appears, 
will  not  he  mlid  and  of  effect,  as  soon  as  some  ofMr  shall  fill  his  station  T 
a  conclusion,  however,  immediately  tending  to  the  total  discredit  of 
all  powers  delegated  from  the  board  to  any  individual  servant  of  the 
company,  and  coasequently  to  clog,  perplex,  and  embarra.ss  in  future 
all  transactions  carried  on  at  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  disturb  the  security  of  all  persons  poasessing  instru- 
ments already  so  ratified ;  yet  the  only  conclusion  left  to  Fyzoola 
Khan,  which  did  not  involve  some  affront  either  to  the  private 
honour  of  the  company's  servants,  or  to  the  pubhc  honour  of  the 
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company  itself ;  and  that  the  suspicions,  which  originated  from  the 
said  idea  in  the  breast  of  Fyzoola  Khan  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
resident  Middleton's  authority,  did  compel  the.  governor-general, 
Warren  Hastings,  to  obviate  the  bad  effects  of  his  first  motion  for 
the  guarantee  by  a  second  motion,  namely,  "that  a  letter  be  written 
to  Fyzoola  Khan  from  myself,  confirming  the  obligations  of  the  company 
as  guarantees  to  the  treaty  formed  between  him  and  the  vizier  ;  which 
will  be  equivalent  in  its  effect,  though  not  in  form,  to  an  engagement 
sent  him  with  the  company's  seal  affixed  to  it." 

XII. 

That  whether  the  guarantee  aforesaid  was  or  was  not  necessary ; 
whether  it  created  a  new  obligation,  or  but  more  fully  recognized  an 
obligation  previously  existing ;  the  governor-general,  Warren  Hast- 
ings, by  the  said  guarantee,  did,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  pledge 
and  commit  the  public  faith  of  the  company  and  the  nation ;  and 
that  by  the  subsequent  letter  of  the  said  Hastings  (which  he  at  his 
own  motion  wrote,  confirming  to  Fyzoola  Khan  the  aforesaid 
guarantee),  the  said  Hastings  did  again  pledge  and  commit  the 
public  faith  of  the  company  and  the  nation,  in  a  manner  (as  the 
said  Hastings  himself  remarked)  "  equivalent  to  an  engagement 
with  the  company's  seal  affixed  to  it;"  and  more  particularly 
binding  the  said  Hastings  personally  to  exact  a  due  observance  of 
the  guaranteed  treaty,  especially  to  protect  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan 
against  any  arbitrary  construction,  or  unwarranted  requisition  of 
the  vizier. 

THANKS   OF   THE   BOARD   TO   FYZOOLA   KHaN. 

I. 

That  soon  after  the  completion  of  the  guarantee,  in  the  same  year 
1778,  intelligence  was  received  in  India  of  a  war  between  England 
and  France ;  that  on  the  first  intimation  thereof  the  nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan,  "  being  indirectly  sounded,"  did  show  much  "  promptness  to 
render  the  company  any  assistance  within  the  bounds  of  his  finances 
and  ability  ;"  and  that  by  the  suggestion  of  the  resident  Middleton, 
hereinbefore  named,  he  (the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan)  in  a  letter  to 
the  governor-general  and  council,  did  make  a  voluntary  "  offer  to 
maintain  2000  cavalry  (all  he  had)  for  our  service ;"  "  though  he 
was  under  no  obligation  to  furnish  the  company  with  a  single 
man." 

II. 

That  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did  even  "  anticipate  the  wishes 
of  the   board ;"    and  that  "  on  an  application   made   to   him  by 

R   2 


244  ARTICLES   OF   CHARGE 

Lieutenant-colonel  Muir,"  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did,  "  without 
hesitation  or  delay,"  furnish  him  (the  said  Muir)  with  500  of  his 
best  cavalry. 

That  the  said  conduct  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  was  commu- 
nicated by  the  company's  servants,  both  to  each  other,  and  to  their 
employers,  with  expressions  of  "pleasure"  and  "particular  satis- 
faction," as  an  event  "  even  surpassing  their  expectations :"  that 
the  governor-general,  Warren  Hastings,  was  officially  requested  to 
convey  "  the  thanks  of  the  board ;"  and  that,  not  satisfied  with  the 
bare  discharge  of  his  duty  under  the  said  request,  he,  the  said 
Hastings,  did,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1779,  write  to  Fyzoola, 
"  that  in  Ms  ovm  name"  as  well  as  "  that  of  the  board,  he  (the  said 
Hastings)  returned  him  the  warmest  thanks  for  this  instance  of  his 
faithful  attachment  to  the  company  and  the  English  nation." 

IV. 

That,  by  the  strong  expressions  above  recited,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  deliberately  and  emphatically  add  hLs  own  particular 
confirmation  to  the  general  testimony  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's 
meritorious  fidelity,  and  of  his  consequent  claim  on  the  generosity, 
no  less  than  the  justice,  of  the  British  government. 


DEMAND   OF   FIVE   THOUSAND   HORSE. 

I. 

That  notwithstanding  his  own  private  honour  thus  deeply  engaged, 
notwithstanding  the  public  justice  and  generosity  of  the  company 
and  the  nation  thus  solemnly  committed,  disregarding  the  plain 
import  and  positive  terms  of  the  guaranteed  treaty,  the  governor- 
general,  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  in  November,  1780  (\vhile  a 
body  of  Fyzoola  Khan's  cavalry,  voluntarily  granted,  were  still 
serving  under  a  British  officer),  did  recommend  to  the  vizier  "to 
require  from  Fyzoola  Khan  the  quota  of  troops  stipulated  by  treaty 
to  be  furnished  by  the  latter  for  his  (the  vizier's)  service,  being 
FIVE  THOUSAND  HORSE ;"  though,  as  the  vizier  did  not  march  in 
person,  he  was  not,  under  any  construction  of  the  treaty,  entitled 
by  stipulation  to  more  than  '' two  or  three  thougand  troops,''''  horse 
and  foot,  "according  to  the  ability  of  Fyzoola  Khan ;"  and  that, 
whereas  the  said  Warren  Hastings  would  have  been  guilty  of  very 
criminal  perfidy,  if  he  had  simply  neglected  to  interfere  as  a 
guarantee  agaiast  a  demand  thus  plainly  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
treaty,  so  he  aggravated  the  guilt  of  his  perfidy,  in  the  most 
atrocious  degree,  by  being  himself  the  first  mover  and  instigator  of 
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that  injustice,  which  he  was  bound  by  so  many  ties  on  himself,  the 
company,  and  the  nation,  not  only  not  to  promote,  but,  by  every 
exertion  of  authority,  influence,  and  power,  to  control,  to  divert,  or 
to  resist. 

II. 

That  the  answer  of  Fyzoola  Khan  to  the  vizier  did  represent, 
with  many  expressions  of  deference,  duty,  and  allegiance,  that 

The  whole  force  allowed  him  was  but  "  five  thousand  men,"  and 
that  '•  these  consisted  of  two  thousand  horse,  and  three  thousand 
foot ;  which  (he  adds)  in  consequence  of  our  intimate  connexion 
are  equally  yours  and  the  company's  ;"  though  he  does  subse- 
quently intimate,  that  "  the  three  thousand  foot  are  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  concerns  of  his  jaghire,  and  without  them  the  collections 
can  never  be  made  in  time." 

That  on  the  communication  of  the  said  answer  to  the  governor- 
general,  Warren  Hastings,  he,  the  said  Hastings  (who,  as  the 
council  now  consisted  only  of  himself  and  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire, 
"united  in  his  person  all  the  powers  of  government"),  was  not 
induced  to  relax  from  his  unjust  purpose,  but  did  proceed  with  new 
violence  to  record  that 

"  The  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  had  evaded  the  performance  of  Ms 
part  of  the  treaty  between  the  late  nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  and 
him,  to  which  the  honourable  company  were  guarantees,  and  upon 
which  he  was  lately  summoned  to  furnish  the  stipulated  number  of 
troops,  which  he  is  obliged  to  furnish  on  the  condition  by  which  he 
holds  the  jaghire  granted  to  him." 

That  by  the  vague  and  indefinite  term  of  evasion,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  introduce  a  loose  and  arbitrary  principle  of 
interpreting  formal  engagements,  which  ought  to  be  regarded,  more 
especially  by  guarantees,  in  a  sense  the  most  literally  scrupulous 
and  precise. 

That  he  charged  with  such  evasion  a  moderate,  humble,  and 
submissive  representation  on  a  point,  which  would  have  warranted  a 
peremptory  refusal,  and  a  positive  remonstrance ;  and  that  in 
consequence  of  the  said  imputed  evasion  he  indicated  a  disposition 
to  attach  such  a  forfeiture  as  in  justice*  could  only  have  followed 
from  a  gross  breach  of  treaty ;  though  the  said  Hastings  did  not 
then  pretend  any  actual  infringement  even  of  the  least  among  the 
conditions  to  which,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  he,  the  said 
Hastings,  was  the  executive  guarantee. 
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III. 

That  however  "  the  number  of  troops  stipulated  by  treaty  may 
have  been  understood,"  at  the  period  of  the  original  demand,  '_'  to 
be  five  thousand  horse,"  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time 
when  he  recorded  the  supposed  evasion  of  Fyzoola  Khan's  answer 
to  the  said  demand,  could  not  be  unacquainted  with  the  express 
words  of  the  stipulation,  as  a  letter  of  the  vizier,  inserted  in  the 
same  consultation,  refers  the  governor-general  to  enclosed  copies 
"  of  aU  engagements  entered  into  by  the  late  vizier  and  by  himself 
(the  reigning  vizier)  with  Fyzoola  Khan;"  and  that  the  treaty 
itself  therefore  was  at  the  very  moment  before  the  said  Warren 
Hastings;  which  treaty  (as  the  said  Hastings  observed  with 
respect  to  another  treaty,  in  the  case  of  another  person)  "  most 
assuredly  does  not  contain  a  syllable  to  justify  his  con- 
tioS'^n'Mr.  duct;  but,  by  the  unexampled  latitude  which  he  as- 
Bristow's  sumes  in  his  constructions,  he  may,  if  he  pleases,  extort 
defence.         ^-^^  ^^  ^^^  other  meaning  from  any  part  of  it." 

IV. 

That   the   vizier   himself  appears   by  no   means  to  have  been 
persuaded  of  his  own  right  to  five  thousand  horse  under  the  treaty ; 
since,  in  his  correspondence  on  the  subject,  he  (the  vizier)  no  where 
mentions  the  treaty  as  the  ground  of  his  demand,  except  where  he 
is  recapitulating  to  the  governor-general,  Warren  Hastings,  the 
substance  of  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  own  letters  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  vizier  hints  his  apprehensions  lest  Fyzoola  Khiin  should  appeal 
to  the  treaty  again,st  the  demand,  as  a  breach  thereof;  in  which 
case  he   (the  vizier)   informs  the  said  Hastings  of  the  projected 
reply :     "  should    Fyzoola   Khan    (says    the    vizier)    mention   any 
thing  of  the  tenor  of  the  treaty,  the  first  hreach  of  it  has  ieen  com- 
mitted ly  him,  in  keeping  up  more  men  than  allowed  of  by  the 
treaty  :  /  have  accordingly  sent  a  person  to  settle  that  point  also.     In 
case  he  should  mention  to  me  any  thing  respecting  the  treaty,  I 
wiU  then  reproach  him  with  having  kept  up  too  many  troops,  and 
will  oblige  him  to  send  the  five  thousand  horse ;"  thereby  clearly 
intimating,  that,  as  a  remonstrance  against  the  demand,  as  a  breach 
of  treaty,   could  only  be  answered  by  charging  a  prior  breach  of 
treaty  on  Fyzoola  Khan,  so,  by  annulling   the   whole  treaty,  to 
reduce  the  question  to  a  mere  question  of  force,  and  thus  "  oblige 
Fyzoola  Khan  to  send  the  five  thousand  horse :"  "for  (continues 
the  vizier)  if,  when   the  company's  affairs,  on  which  my  honour 
depends,  require  it,  Fyzoola  Khan  will  not  lend  his  assistance,  what 
USE  is  there  to  continue  the  country  to  him  ?" 
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That  the  vizier  actually  did  make  his  application  to  Fyzoola 
Khan  for  the  5000  horse,  not  as  for  an  aid  to  which  he  had  a  just 
claim,  but  as  for  something  over  and  above  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty,  something  "that  would  give  increase  to  their  friendship, 
and  satisfaction  to  the  nabob  governor,'"  (meaning  the  said  Hast- 
ings,) whose  directions  he  represents  as  the  motive  "  of  his  call  for 
the  5000  horse  to  be  employed"  not  in  his  (the  vizier's)  but  in  the 
"  company's  service." 

And  that  the  aforesaid  Warren  Hastings  did  therefore,  in  re- 
cording the  answer  of  Fyzoola  Khan  as  an  evasion  of  treaty,  act 
in  notorious  contradiction  not  only  to  that,  which  ought  to  have 
been  the  fair  construction  of  the  said  treaty,  but  to  that  which  he, 
the  said  Hastings,  must  have  known  to  be  the  vizier's  own  interpre- 
tation of  the  same,  disposed  as  the  vizier  was  "to  reproach  Fyzoola 
Khan  with  breach  of  treaty,"  and  to  "  send  up  persons  who  should 
settle  points  with  him." 

V. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  not  thinking  himself  justified, 
on  the  mere  plea  of  an  evasion,  to  push  forward  his  proceedings  to 
that  extremity,  which  he  seems  already  to  have  made  his  scope  and 
object,  and  seeking  some  better  colour  for  his  unjust  and  violent 
purposes,  did  further  move,  that  commissioners  should  be  sent  from 
the  vizier  and  the  company  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  to  insist  on  a  clause 
of  a  treaty,  which  no  where  appears,  being  essentially  different  from 
the  treaty  of  Lall-Dang,  though  not  in  the  part  on  which  the 
requisition  is  founded :  and  the  said  Hastings  did  then,  in  a  style 
unusually  imperative,  proceed  as  follows  : 

"  Demand  immediate  delivery  of  3000  cavalry ;  and  if  he  should 
evade,  or  refuse  compliance,  that  the  deputies  shall  deliver  him  a  formal 
protest  against  him  for  breach  of  treaty,  and  return,  making  this 
report  to  the  vizier,  which  Mr.  Middleton  is  to  transmit  to  the 
board." 

VI. 

That  the  said  motion  of  the  governor-general  Hastings  was 
ordered  accordingly,  the  council,  as  already  has  been  herein  related, 
consisting  but  of  two  members,  and  the  said  Hastings  consequently 
"  uniting  in  his  own  person  all  the  powers  of  government." 

VII. 

That  when  the  said  Hastings  ordered  the  said  demand  for  3000 
cavalry,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  well  knew,  that  a  compliance  there- 
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with,  on  the  part  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  was  utterly  im- 
possible ;  for  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  at  the  very  moment  before 
him  a  letter  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  stating,  that  he,  Fyzoola  Khfi.n,  had 
"  but  two  thousand  cavalry"  altogether ;  which  letter  is  entered  on 
the  records  of  the  company,  in  the  same  consultation,  immediately 
preceding  the  governor-generars  minute.  That  the  said  Hastings 
therefore  knew,  that  the  only  possible  consequence  of  the  aforesaid 
demand  necessarily  and  inevitably  must  be  a  protest  for  a  breach  of 
treaty ;  and  the  court  of  directors  did  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that 
the  said  demand  "  carried  the  appearance  of  a  determination  to 
create  a  pretext  for  depriving  him  (Fyzoola  Khan)  of  his  jaghire 
entirely,  or  to  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  vizier." 

VIII. 

That  Eichard  Johnson,  Esquire,  assistant -resident  at  Oude,  was, 
agreeably  to  the  afore-mentioned  order  of  council,  deputed  commis- 
sioner from  Mr.  Middleton  and  the  vizier  to  Fyzoola  Khan ;  but 
that  he  did  early  give  the  most  indecent  proofs  of  glaring  partiality, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  said  Fyzoola  Khan ;  for  that  the  very  next 
day  (as  it  seems)  after  his  arrival,  he,  the  said  Johnson,  from 
opinions  imbibed  in  his  journey,  did  state  himself  to  be  "  unwilling 
to  draw  any  favourable  or  flattering  inferences  relatively  to  the 
object  of  his  mission ;"  and  did  studiously  seek  to  find  new  breaches 
of  treaty  ;  and  without  any  form  of  regular  inquiry  whatever,  from 
a  single  glance  of  his  eye  in  passing,  did  take  upon  himself  to  pro- 
nounce "the  Eohilla  soldiers,  in  the  district  of  Rampore  alone,  to  be 
not  less  than  20,000,"  and  the  grant  of  course  to  be  forfeited. 
And  that  such  a  gross  and  palpable  display  of  a  predetermination 
to  discover  guilt,  did  argue  in  the  said  Johnson  a  knowledge,  a 
strong  presumption,  or  a  belief,  that  such  representations  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  secret  wishes  and  views  of  the  said  Hastings,  under 
whose  orders  he,  the  said  Johnson,  acted,  and  to  whom  all  his 
reports  were  to  be  referred. 

IX. 

That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  did  soon  after  proceed  to  the 
immediate  object  of  his  mission,  "  which  (the  said  Johnson  relates) 
was  short  to  a  degree."  The  demand  was  made,  and  "a  flat 
refusal"  given ;  the  question  was  repeated  with  like  effect.  The  said 
Johnson,  in  presence  of  proper  witnesses,  then  drew  up  his  protest, 
"  together  with  a  memorandum  of  a  palliative  offer  made  by  the 
nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,"  and  inserted  in  the  protest : 

"  That  he  would,  in  compliance  with  the  demand,  and  in  con- 
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formity  to  the  treaty,  wliich  specified  no  definitive  number  of  cavalry  or 
infantry,  only  expressing  troops,  furnish  3000  men  ;  viz.  lie  would,  in 
addition  to  the  1000  cavalry'  already  granted,  give  1000  more, 
when  and  wheresoever  required,  and  1000  foot ;"  together  with  one 
year''s  pay  in  advance,  and  funds  for  the  regular  payment  of  them 
in  future. 

And  this  (the  said  Richard  Johnson  observes)  "I  put  down  at  his 
(the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's)  particular  desire,  but  otherwise  useless, 
as  my  orders  (which  orders  do  not  appear)  were  not  to  receive  any 
palliation,  hut  a  negative  or  affirmative ,-"  though  such  palliation,  as 
it  is  called  by  the  said  Johnson,  might  be,  as  it  was,  in  the  strictest 
conformity  to  the  treaty. 

X. 

That  in  the  said  offer  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  instead  of  pal- 
liating, did  at  once  admit  the  extreme  right  of  the  vizier,  under  the 
treaty,  by  agreeing  to  furnish  3000  men,  when  he  (Fyzoola  Khan) 
would  have  been  justified  in  pleading  his  inability  to  send  more  than 
two  thousand.  That  such  inability  would  not  (as  appears)  have 
been  a  false  and  evasive  plea,  but  perfectly  true  and  valid ;  as  the 
three  thousand  foot  maintained  by  Fyzoola  Khan  were  for  the  pur- 
pose of  his  internal  government,  for  which  the  whole  three  thousand 
must  have  been  demonstrably  necessary :  and  that  the  nabob 
Fyzoola  Khan,  by  declining  to  avail  himself  of  a  plea  so  fair,  so 
well  founded,  and  so  consonant  to  the  indulgence  expressly  acknow- 
ledged in  the  treaty,  and  by  thus  meeting  the  specific  demand  of 
the  vizier  as  fully  as,  accoi-ding  to  his  own  military  establishment, 
he  could,  did  for  the  said  offer  deserve  rather  the  thanks  of  the 
said  vizier  and  the  company,  than  the  protest,  which  the  aforesaid 
Johnson,  under  the  orders  of  Warren  Hastings,  did  deliver. 

XL 

That  the  report  of  the  said  protest,  as  well  as  the  former  letter 
of  the  said  Johnson,  were  by  the  resident  Middleton  transmitted  to 
the  board,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  vizier,  founded  on  the 
said  report  and  letter  of  the  said  Johnson,  and  proposing  in  conse- 
quence "to  resume  the  grant,  and  to  leave  Fyzoola  Khan  to  join 
his  other  faithless  brethren,  who  were  sent  across  the  Ganges." 

That  the  said  papers  were  read  in  council  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1781,  when  the  governor-general,  Warren  Hastings,  did  move  and 
carry  a  vote  to  suspend  a  final  resolution  on  the  same ;  and  the 
said  Hastings  did  not  express  any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  Johnson  ;  neither   did  the  said  Hastings  assign  any 
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reasons  for  his  motion  of  suspension,  which  passed  without  debate. 
That  in  truth  the  said  Hastings  had  then  projected  a  journey  up 
the  country  to  meet  the  vizier,  for  the  settlement  of  articles  relative 
to  the  regulation  of  Oude  and  its  dependencies,  among  which  was 
included  the  jaghire  of  Fyzoola  Khan ;  and  the  said  Hastings,  for 
the  aforesaid  purposes,  did,  on  the  8rd  of  July,  by  his  own  casting 
vote,  grant  to  himself,  and  did  prevail  on  his  colleague,  Edward 
Whaler,  Esquire,  to  grant  a  certain  illegal  delegation  of  the  whole 
powers  of  the  governor-general  and  council ;  and  on  the  seventh  of 
the  same  month  did  proceed  on  his  way  to  join  the  vizier  at  a  place 
called  Ohunar  on  the  borders  of  Benares ;  and  that  the  aforesaid 
vote  of  suspending  a  final  resolution  on  the  transactions  with 
Fyzoola  Khan  was  therefore  in  substance  and  effect  a  reference 
thereof  by  the  said  Hastings,  from  himself  in  council  with  his  col- 
league Wheler,  to  himself  in  conference  and  negotiation  with  the 
vizier,  who,  from  the  first  demand  of  the  5000  horse,  had  taken 
every  occasion  of  showing  his  inclination  to  dispossess  Fyzoola 
Khan,  and  who  before  the  said  demand  (in  a  letter  which  does  not 
appear,  but  which  the  vizier  himself  quotes  as  antecedent  to  the 
said  demand)  had  complained  to  the  said  Hastings  of  the  "  injury 
and  irregularity  in  the  management  of  the  provinces  bordering  on 
Eampore,  arising  from  Fyzoola  Khan  having  the  uncontrolled 
dominion  of  that  district." 


TEEATY  OF  CHUNAE. 


That  the  governor-general,  Warren  Hastings,  being  vested  with 
the  illegal  powers  before  recited,  did,  on  the  12th  of  September, 
1781,  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  vizier  at  Ohunar  ;  which  treaty 
(as  the  said  Hastings  relates)  was  drawn  up  "from  a 'series  of 
requisitions  presented  to  him  (the  said  Hastings)  by  the  vizier," 
and  by  him  received  "  with  an  instant  and  unqualified  assent  to 
each  article  ;"  and  that  the  said  Hastings  assigns  his  reasons  for 
such  ready  assent  in  the  following  words :  "  I  considered  the 
subject  of  his  (the  vizier's)  request  as  essential  to  the  reputation  of 
our  government,  and  no  less  to  our  interest  than  his." 

II. 

That  in  the  said  treaty  of  Ohunar  the  third  article  is  as  follows  : 
"  That  as  Fyzoola  Khan  has  by  his  breach  of  treaty  forfeited  the 
protection  of  the  English  government,  and  causes  by  his  conti- 
nuance in  hLs  present  independent  state  great  alarm  and  detriment 
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to  the  nabob  vizier,  he  be  permitted,  when  time  shall  suit,  to  resume 
his  lands,  and  pay  him  in  money,  through  the  resident,  the  amount 
stipulated  by  treaty,  after  deducting  the  amount  and  charges  of  the 
troops  he  stands  engaged  to  furnish  by  treaty  ;  which  amount  shall 
be  passed  to  the  account  of  the  company  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  war." 

III. 

That  for  the  better  elucidation  of  his  policy  in  the  several  articles 
of  the  treaty  above  mentioned,  the  said  Hastings  did  send  to  the 
council  of  Calcutta  (now  consisting  of  Edward  Wheler  and  John 
Macpherson,  Esquires)  two  different  copies  of  the  said  treaty,  with 
explanatory  minutes  opposed  to  each  article ;  and  that  the  minute 
opposed  to  the  third  article  is  thus  expressed  : 

"  The  conduct  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  in  refusing  the  aid  demanded, 
though  '  not  an  absolute  breach  of  treaty,  was  evasive  and  uncandid. 
'  The  demand  was  made  for  5000  cavalry.  '  The  engagement  in  the 
treaty  is  literally  for  5000  horse  and  foot.  Fyzoola  Khan  could  not 
be  ignorant  that  we  had  no  occasion  for  any  succours  of  infantry 
from  him,  and  that  cavalry  would  be  of  the  most  essential  service. 
*  So  scrupulous  an  attention  to  literal  expression,  when  a  more  liberal 
interpretation  would  have  been  highly  useful  and  acceptable  to  us, 
strongly  marks  his  unfriendly  disposition,  though  it  may  not  impeach 
his  fidelity,  and  leaves  him  little  claim  to  any  exertions  from  us  for  tJie 
continuance  of  his  jaghires.  But  ^  I  am  of  opinion  that  neither  the 
vizier''s  nor  the  company''s  interests  would  he  promoted  by  dejmving 
Fyzoola  Khan  of  his  independency,  and  I  have  ^  therefore  reserved  the 
execution  of  this  agreement  to  an  indefinite  term ;  and  our  government 
may  always  interpose  to  prevent  any  ill  effects  from  itr 

IV. 

That  in  his  aforesaid  authentic  evidence  of  his  own  purposes, 
motives,  and  principles,  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ohunar, 
the  said  Hastings  hath  established  divers  matters  of  weighty  and 
serious  crimination  against  himself. 

1st.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  acknowledge  therein,  that  he 
did,  in  a  public  instrument,  solemnly  recognize,  "  as  a  breach  of 
treaty,''''  and  as  such  did  subject  to  the  consequent  penalties,  an  act 
which  he  the  said  Hastings  did  at  the  same  time  think,  and  did 
immediately  declare,  to  be  "  no  breach  of  treaty ;"  and  Explanatory 
by  so  falsely  and  unjustly  proceeding  against  a  person  Minute. 
under  the  company's  guarantee,  the  said  Hastings,  on  his  own  con- 
fession, did  himself  break  the  faith  of  the  said  guarantee. 

2nd.  That  in  justifying  this  breach  of  the  company ''s  faith,  the 
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said  Hastings  doth  wholly  abandon  Us  second  peremptory  denumd  for 
the  3000  liorse,  and  the  protest  consequent  thereon ;  and  the  said 
Hastings  doth  thereby  himself  condemn  the  violence  and  injustice 
of  the  same. 

Srdly.  That  in  recurring  to  the  original  demand  of  five  thousand 
horse  as  the  ground  of  his  justification,  the  said  Hastings  doth 
falsely  assert  "  the  engagement  in  the  treaty  to  be  literally  five 
thousand  horse  and  foot,''''  whereas  it  is  in  fact  for  two  or  theee 
thousand  men  ;  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby  wilfully  attempt 
to  deceive  and  mislead  his  employers,  which  is  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust. 

4thly.  That  with  a  view  to  his  further  justification,  the  said 
Hastings  doth  advance  a  principle  that  "  a  scrupulous  attention  to  the 
literal  expression''''  of  a  guaranteed  treaty  "'  leaves'"  to  the  persons  so 
observing  the  same  "  lut  little  claim  to  the  exertions  of  a  guarantee 
on  his  behalf;''''  that  such  a  principle  is  utterly  subversive  of  all  faith 
of  guarantees,  and  is  therefore  highly  criminal  in  the  first  executive 
member  of  a  government,  that  must  necessarily  stand  in  that  mutual 
relation  to  many. 

.5thly.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  profess  his  opinion  of  an 
article,  to  which  he  gave  an  "  instant  and  unqualified  assent,''''  that  it 
was  a  measure,  "  by  which  neither  the  mzier''s  nor  the  company''s  inte- 
rests would  be  promoted^''  but  from  which,  without  some  interposition, 
"  ill  effects  must  be  expected  C  and  that  the  said  Hastings  doth 
thereby  charge  himself  with  a  high  breach  of  trust  towards  his 
employers. 

6thly.  That  the  said  Hastings  having  thus  confessed  that  con- 
sciously and  wilfully  (from  what  motives  he  hath  not  chosen  to 
confess)  he  did  give  his  formal  sanction  to  a  measure  both  of  in- 
justice and  impolicy,  he  the  said  Hastings  doth  urge  in  his  defence, 
that  he  did  at  the  same  time  insert  words  "  reserving  the  execution 
of  the  said  agreement  to  an  indefinite  term  ;"  with  an  intent  that  it 
might  in  truth  be  never  executed  at  all ;  but  "  that  our  government 
might  always  interpose,"  without  right,  by  means  of  an  indirect  and 
undue  influence,  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  following  from  a  collusive 
surrender  of  a  clear  and  authorized  right  to  interpose  ;  and  the  said 
Hastings  doth  thereby  declare  himself  to  have  introduced  a  principle 
of  duplicity,  deceit,  and  double-dealing,  into  a  public  engagement, 
which  ought  in  its  essence  to  be  clear,  open,  and  explicit ;  that  such 
a  declaration  tends  to  shake  and  overthrow  the  confidence  of  all  in 
the  most  solemn  instruments  of  any  person  so  declaring,  and  is 
therefore  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  in  the  first  executive 
member  of  government,  by  whom  all  treaties  and  other  engagements 
of  the  state  are  principally  to  be  conducted. 
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V. 

That  by  the  explanatory  minute  aforesaid  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  doth  further,  in  the  most  direct  manner,  contradict  his 
own  assertions  in  the  very  letter  which  inclosed  the  said  minute  to 
his  colleagues ;  for  that  one  of  the  articles,  to  which  he  there  gave 
"  an  instant  and  unqualified  assent,  as  no  less  to  our  interest  than  to 
the  vizier'' s,''''  he  doth  here  declare  unequivocally  to  be  neither  to  our 
interests,  nor  the  vizier'' s ;  and  the  "  unqualified  assent"  given  to  the 
said  article  is  now  so  qualified,  as  wholly  to  defeat  itself.  That  by 
such  irreconcilable  contradictions  the  said  Hastings  doth  incur 
the  suspicion  of  such  criminal  misrepresentation  in  other  like  cases 
of  unwitnessed  conferences ;  and  in  the  present  instance  (as  far  as  it 
extends)  the  said  Hastings  doth  prove  himself  to  have  given  an 
account  both  of  his  actions  and  motives,  by  his  own  confession 
untrue,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  his  employers,  which  is  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust. 

VI, 

That  the  said  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  as  it  thus 
stands  explained  by  the  said  Hastings  himself,  doth  on  the  whole 
appear  designed  to  hold  the  protection  of  the  company  in  suspense  ; 
that  it  acknowledges  all  right  of  interference  to  cease,  but  leaves  it 
to  our  discretion  to  determine  when  it  will  suit  our  conveniency  to 
give  the  vizier  the  liberty  of  acting  on  the  principles  by  us  already 
admitted :  that  it  is  dexterously  constructed  to  balance  the 
desires  of  one  man,  rapacious  and  profuse,  against  the  fears  of 
another,  described  as  "  of  extreme  pusillanimity  and  wealthy :" 
but  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  secret  objects  of  the  artifice 
and  intrigue  confessed  to  form  its  very  essence,  it  must  on  the  very 
face  of  it  necessarily  implicate  the  company  in  a  breach  of  faith, 
whichever  might  be  the  event,  as  they  must  equally  break  their 
faith,  either  by  withdrawing  their  guarantee  unjustly,  or  by  con- 
tinuing that  guarantee  in  contradiction  to  this  treaty  of  Chunar ; 
that  it  thus  tends  to  hold  out  to  India,  and  to  the  whole  world, 
that  the  public  principle  of  the  English  government  is  a  deliberate 
system  of  injustice,  joined  with  falsehood  ;  of  impolicy,  of  bad  faith, 
and  treachery ;  and  that  the  said  article  is  therefore  in  the  highest 
degree  derogatory  to  the  honour,  and  injurious  to  the  interests,  of 
this  nation. 
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CONSEQUENCES  OF  THE  TEEATY  OF  CHUNAR. 

I. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  governor-general, 
Warren  Hastings,  did  send  official  instructions  respecting  the 
various  articles  of  the  said  treaty  to  the  said  resident  Middleton ; 
and  that,  in  a  postscript,  the  said  Hastings  did  forhid  the  resumption 
of  the  naboh  Fyzoola  Khan's  jaghire,  "  until  circumstances  may 
render  it  more  expedient  and  easy  to  be  attempted  than  the  present 
more  material  pursuits  of  government  make  it  appear;"  thereby 
intimating  a  positive  limitation  of  the  indefinite  term  in  the  expla- 
natory minute  above  recited ;  and  confining  the  suspension  of  the 
article  to  the  pressure  of  war. 

II. 

That  soon  after  the  date  of  the  said  instructions,  and  within  two 
months  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  said  Hastings 
did  cause  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Knight,  his  majesty's  chief  justice  at 
Fort- William,  to  discredit  the  justice  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 
by  making  him  the  channel  of  unwarrantable  communication ;  and 
did,  through  the  said  Sir  Elijah,  signify  to  the  resident  Middleton 
his  (the  said  Hastings's)  "  approbation  of  a  subsidy  from  Fyzoola 
Khan." 

III. 

That  the  resident,  in  answer,  represents  the  proper  equivalent 
for  2000  horse  and  1000  foot  (the  forces  offered  to  Mr.  Johnson 
by  Fyzoola  Khan)  to  be  twelve  lacs,  or  120,000?.  sterling  and 
upwards  each  year ;  which  the  said  resident  supposes  is  consider- 
ably beyond  what  he  (Fyzoola  Khan)  will  voluntarily  pay :  "  how- 
ever, if  it  is  your  vdsh  that  the  claim  should  be  made,  I  am  ready 
to  take  it  up,  and  you  may  he  assured  nothing  in  my  power  shall  he 
left  undone  to  carry  it  through.'''' 

IV. 

That  the  reply  of  the  said  Hastings  doth  not  appear ;  but  that 
it  does  appear  on  record  that  "  a  negotiation  (Mr.  Johnson's)  was 
begun  for  Fyzoola  Khan's  cavalry  to  act  with  General  Goddard, 
and,  on  his  (Fyzoola  Khan's)  evading  it,  that  a  sum  of  mMiey  was 
demanded^ 


That  in  the  months  of  February,  March,  and  April,  the  resident 
Middleton  did   repeatedly  propose    the   resumption    of   Fyzoola 
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Khan's  jaghire,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  and  that  driven 
to  extremity  (as  the  said  Hastings  supposes)  "  by  the  pubHc 
menaces  and  denunciations  of  the  resident  and  minister,"  Hyder 
Beg  Khan,  a  creature  of  the  said  Hastings  (and  both  the  minister 
and  resident  acting  professedly  on  and  under  the  treaty  of  Chunar), 
"  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  made  such  preparations,  and  such  a 
disposition  of  his  family  and  wealth,  as  evidently  manifested  either 
an  intended  or  an  expected  rupture.'''' 

VI. 

That  on  the  6th  of  May  the  said  Hastings  did  send  his  con- 
fidential agent  and  friend.  Major  Palmer,  on  a  private  commission 
to  Lucknow ;  and  that  the  said  Palmer  was  charged  with  secret 
instructions  relative  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  but  of  what  import  cannot 
be  ascertained,  the  said  Hastings  in  his  public  instructions  having 
inserted  only  the  name  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  as  a  mere  reference  (ac- 
cording to  the  explanation  of  the  said  Hastings)  to  what  he  had 
verbally  communicated  to  the  said  Palmer;  and  that  the  said 
Hastings  was  thereby  guilty  of  a  criminal  concealment. 

VII. 

That  some  time  about  the  month  of  August  an  engagement 
happened  between  a  body  of  Fyzoola  Khan's  cavalry  and  a  part 
of  the  vizier's  army,  in  which  the  latter  were  beaten,  and  their  guns 
taken  ;  that  the  resident  Middleton  did  represent  the  same  but  as 
a  slight  and  accidental  affray  ;  that  it  was  acknowledged  the  troops 
of  the  vizier  were  the  aggressors  ;  that  it  did  appear  to  the  board, 
and  to  the  said  Hastings  himself,  an  affair  of  more  considerable 
magnitude,  and  that  they  did  make  the  concealment  thereof  an 
article  of  charge  against  the  resident  Middleton,  though  the  said 
resident  did  in  truth  acquaint  them  with  the  same,  but  in  a  cursory 
manner. 

VIII. 

That  immediately  after  the  said  "  fray"  at  Daranagur,  the  vizier 
(who  was  "  but  a  cipher  in  the  hands"  of  the  minister  and  resident, 
both  of  them  directly  appointed  and  supported  by  the  said  Hast- 
ings) did  make  to  Fyzoola  Khan  a  new  demand,  equally  contrary 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  treaty,  as  his  former  requi- 
sitions ;  which  new  demand  was  for  the  detachment  in  garrison 
at  Daranagur  to  be  cantoned  as  a  stationary  force  at  Lucknow,  the 
capital  of  the  vizier ;  whereas  he  (the  vizier)  had  only  a  right  to 
demand  an  occasional  aid  to  join  his  army  in  the  field  or  in  garri- 
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son  during  a  war.  But  the  said  new  demand  being  loaded,  or 
rather  refused,  agreeably  to  the  fair  construction  of  the  treaty 
by  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  the  matter  was  for  the  present 
dropped. 

IX. 

That  in  the  letter,  in  which  the  resident  Middleton  did  mention 
"  what  he  calls  the  fray"  aforesaid,  the  said  Middleton  did  again 
apply  for  the  resumption  of  the  jaghire  of  Rampore ;  and  that  the 
objections  against  the  measure  being  now  removed  (by  the  separate 
peace  with  Scindia),  he  desired  to  know  if  the  board  "  would  give 
assurances  of  their  support  to  the  vizier,  in  case,  wMch  (says  the 
resident)  I  think  very  probable,  his  (the  vizier's)  own  strength  should 
he  found  unequal  to  tlie  wndertakingT 

X. 

That  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  make  the  foregoing 
application  a  new  charge  against  the  resident  Middleton,  yet  the 
said  Hastings  did  only  criminate  the  said  Middleton  for  a  proposal 
tending  "  at  such  a  crisis  to  increase  the  number  of  our  enemies ;" 
and  did  in  no  degree,  either  in  his  articles  of  charge,  or  in  his 
accompanying  minutes,  express  any  disapprobation  whatever  of  the 
principle ;  that  in  truth  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  said  resident 
were  the  natural  result  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar  :  that  the  proceed- 
ings were  from  time  to  time  communicated  to  the  said  Hastings. 
That  as  he  no  where  charges  any  disobedience  of  orders  on  Mr. 
Middleton  with  respect  to  Fyzoola  Khan,  it  may  be  justly  inferred, 
that  the  said  Hastings  did  not  interfere  to  cheek  the  proceedings  of 
the  said  Middleton  on  that  subject ;  and  that  by  such  criminal 
neglect  the  said  Hastings  did  make  the  guilt  of  the  said  Middleton, 
whatever  it  might  be,  his  own. 


PECUNIARY  COMMUTATION  OF  THE  STIPULATED 

AID. 

I. 

That  on  the  charges,  and  for  the  misdemeanors  above  specified, 
together  with  divers  other  accusations,  the  governor-general,  War- 
ren Hastings,  in  September,  1782,  did  remove  the  aforesaid  Mid- 
dleton from  his  office  of  resident  of  Oude,  and  did  appoint  thereto 
John  Bristow,  Esquire,  whom  he  had  twice  before,  without  cause, 
recalled  from  the  same ;  and  that  about  the  same  time  the  said 
Hastings  did  believe  the  mind  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  to  be  so 
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irritated,  in  consequence  of  the  above-recited  conduct  of  the  late 
resident  Middleton,  and  of  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  own  criminal 
neglect,  that  he,  the  said  Hastings,  found  it  necessary  to  write  to 
Fyzoola  Khan,  assuring  him  "  of  the  favourable  disposition  of  the 
government  toward  him,  while  he  shall  not  have  forfeited  it  by  any 
improper  conduct."  But  that  the  said  assurances  of  the  governor- 
general  did  not  tend,  as  soon  after  appeared,  to  raise  much  con- 
fidence in  the  nabob,  over  whom  a  public  instrument  of  the  same 
Hastings  was  still  holding  the  terrors  of  a  deprivation  of  his  jaghire, 
and  an  exile  "  among  his  other  faithless  brethren  across  the 
Ganges." 

II. 

That  on  the  subject  of  Fyzoola  Khan  the  said  Hastings,  in  his 
instructions  to  the  new  resident  Bristow,  did  leave  him  to  be  guided 
by  his  own  discretion;  but  (he  adds)  "be  careful  to  prevent  the 
vizier's  affairs  from  being  involved  with  new  difficulties,  while  he  has 
already  so  many  to  oppress  him  ;"  thereby  plainly  hinting  at  some 
more  decisive  measures  whenever  the  vizier  should  be  less  oppressed 
with  difficulties. 

III. 

That  the  resident  Bristow,  after  acquainting  the  governor-general 
with  his  intentions,  did  under  the  said  instructions  renew  the  afore- 
said claim  for  a  sum  of  money,  but  with  much  caution  and  circum- 
spection, distinctly  sounding  AUif  Khan,  the  vakeel  (or  envoy)  of 
Fyzoola  Khan  at  the  court  of  the  vizier :  that  Allif  Khan  wrote  to 
his  master  on  the  subject,  and  in  answer  he  was  directed  not  to 
agree  to  the  granting  of  "  any  pecuniary  aid." 

IV. 

That  the  resident  Bristow  did  then  openly  depute  Major  Palmer 
aforesaid,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  vizier,  and  the  approbation 
of  the  governor-general,  to  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  at  B-ampore ; 
and  that  the  said  Palmer  was  to  "  endeavour  to  convince  the  nabob, 
that  all  doubts  of  Ms  attachment  to  the  vizier  are  ceased:  and  whatever 
claims  may  he  made  on  him  are  founded  upon  the  basis  of  his  interest 
and  advantage,  and  a  plan  of  establishing  his  right  to  the  possession  of 
his  jaghire.''''  That  the  sudden  ceasing  of  the  said  doubts,  without 
any  inquiry  of  the  slightest  kind,  doth  warrant  a  strong  presump- 
tion of  the  resident's  conviction,  that  they  never  really  existed,  but 
were  artfully  feigned,  as  a  pretence  for  some  harsh  interposition ; 
and  that  the  indecent  mockery  of  establishing,  as  a  matter  of  favour, 
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for  a  pecuniary  consideration,  rights  which  were  never  impeached 
but  by  the  treaty  of  Ohunar  (an  instrument  recorded  by  Warren 
Hastings  himself  to  be  founded  on  falsehood  and  injustice),  doth 
powerfully  prove  the  true  purpose  and  object  of  all  the  duplicity, 
deceit,  and  double-dealing,  with  which  that  treaty  was  projected 
and  executed. 


That  the  said  Palmer  was  instructed  by  the  resident  Bristow,  with 
the  subsequent  approbation  of  the  governor-general,  "to  obtain 
from  Fyzoola  Khan  an  annual  tribute ;"  to  which  the  resident  adds : 
"  ii  you  can  procure  from  Mm,  over  and  above  this,  upeshcush,  {or  fine) 
of  at  least  five  lacs,  it  would  be  rendering  an  essential  service  to  the 
vizier,  and  add  to  the  confidence  his  excellency  would  hereafter  repose 
in  the  attachment  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan.'''' 

And  that  the  said  governor-general  Hastings  did  give  the  follow- 
ing extraordinary  ground  of  calculation,  as  the  basis  of  the  said 
Palmer's  negotiation  for  the  annual  tribute  aforesaid : 

"  It  was  certainly  wider  stood  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  concluded 
(of  which  this  stipulation  was  a  part),  that  it  applied  solely  to  cavalry ; 
as  the  nabob  vizier,  possessing  the  service  of  our  forces,  could  not 
possibly  require  infantry,  and  least  of  all  such  infantry  as  Fyzoola 
Khan  could  furnish ;  and  a  single  horseman  included  in  the  aid  which 
Fyzoola  Khdn  might  furnish,  would  prove  a  literal  compliance  with 
the  said  stipulation.  The  number  therefore  of  horse  implied  by  it 
ought  at  least  to  be  ascertained ;  we  will  suppose  five  thousand,  and 
allowing  the  exigency  for  their  attendance  to  exist  only  in  the  pro- 
portion of  owe  year  m_^«e,  reduce  the  demand  to  one  thousand  for  the 
computation  of  the  subsidy,  which  at  the  rate  of  fifty  rupees  per  man 
wiU  amount  to  fifty  thousand  per  mensem.  This  may  serve  for  the 
basis  of  this  article  in  the  negotiation  upon  it." 

VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  doth  then  continue  to  instruct 
the  said  Palmer  in  the  alternative  of  a  refusal  from  Fyzoola  Khan. 

"  If  Fyzoola  Khan  shall  refuse  to  treat  for  a  subsidy,  and  claim  the 
benefit  of  his  original  agreement  in  its  literal  expression,  he  possesses 
a  right,  which  we  cannot  dispute,  and  it  will  in  that  case  remain  only 
to  fix  the  precise  number  of  horse  which  he  shall  furnish,  which 
ought  at  least  to  exceed  2500." 

VII. 

That,  in  the  above-recited  instructions,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings doth  insinuate  (for  he  doth  not  directly  assert). 
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1st.  That  we  are  entitled  by  treaty  to  5000  troops,  which  he  says 
were  undoubtedly  intended  to  be  all  cavalry. 

2nd.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  then  admit,  that  a  single 
horseman,  included  in  the  aid  furnished  by  Fyzoola  Khan,  would 
prove  a  literal  compliance. 

3rd.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  next  resort  again  to  the  sup- 
position of  our  right  to  the  whole  6000  cavalry. 

4th.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  afterwards  think,  in  the  event 
of  an  explanation  of  the  treaty,  and  a  settlement  of  the  proportion 
of  cavalry,  instead  of  a  pecimiary  commutation,  it  will  be  all  we  can 
demand,  that  the  number  should  at  least  exceed  2500. 

5th.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth,  in  calculating  the  supposed 
time  of  their  service,  assume  an  arbitrary  estimate  of  one  year  of 
war  to  four  of  peace ;  which  (however  moderate  the  calculation  may 
appear  on  the  average  of  the  said  Hastings's  own  government)  doth 
involve  a  principle  in  a  considerable  degree  repugnant  to  the  system 
of  perfect  peace,  inculcated  in  the  standing  orders  of  the  company. 

6th.  That,  in  estimating  the  pay  of  the  cavalry  to  be  commuted, 
the  said  Hastings  doth  fix  the  pay  of  each  man  at  50  rupees  a 
month;  which  on  5000  troops,  all  cavalry,  (as  the  said  Hastings 
supposes  the  treaty  of  Lall-Dang  to  have  meant,)  would  amount  to 
an  expense  of  30  lacs  a  year,  or  between  300,000^.  or  400,000^. 
And  this  expense,  strictly  resulting  (according  to  the  calculations 
of  the  said  Hastings)  from  the  intention  of  Sujah  ul  Dowlah's  grant 
to  Fyzoola  Khan,  was  designed  to  be  supported  out  of  a  jaghire, 
valued  at  15  lacs  only,  or  something  more  than  150,000?.  of  yearly 
revenue,  just  half  the  amount  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  con- 
sideration of  the  said  jaghire. 

And  that  a  basis  of  negotiation  so  inconsistent,  so  arbitrary,  and 
so  unjust,  is  contrary  to  that  uprightness  and  integrity,  which 
should  mark  the  transactions  of  a  great  state,  and  is  highly  deroga- 
tory to  the  honour  of  this  nation. 

VIII. 

That  notwithstanding  the  seeming  moderation  and  justice  of  the 
said  Hastings,  in  admitting  the  clear  and  undoubted  right  of 
Fyzoola  Khan  to  insist  on  his  treaty,  the  head  of  instruction  im- 
mediately succeeding  doth  aiford  just  reason  for  a  violent  presump- 
tion, that  such  apparent  lenity  was  but  policy,  to  give  a  colour  to 
his  conduct;  he,  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  very  next  paragraph, 
bringing  forth  a  new  engine  of  oppression,  as  follows : 

"  To  demand  the  surrender  of  all  the  ryots  (or  peasants)  of  the 
nabob  vizier's  dominions,  to  whom  Fyzoola  has  given  protection  and 

s  2 


260  ARTICLES   OF   CHARGE 

service,  or  an  cmnual  tribute,  in  compensation  for  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  nabob  vizier  in  his  revenue,  thus  transferred  to  Fyzoola  Khan. 

"  You  have  stated  the  increase  of  his  jaghire,  occasioned  by  this 
act,  at  the  moderate  sum  of  fifteen  lacs.  The  tribute  ought  at  least 
to  be  one-third  of  that  amount. 

"  We  conceive,  that  Fyzoola  Khan  himself  may  be  disposed  to 
yield  to  the  preceding  demand,  on  the  additional  condition  of  being 
allowed  to  hold  his  lands  in  ultumgam  (or  an  inheritable  tenure) 
instead  of  his  presept  tenure  by  jagheer  (or  a  tenure  for  life). 
This  we  think  the  vizier  can  have  no  objection  to  grant,  and  we 
recommend  it;  but  for  this  af/ne  or  peshcush  ought  to  be  immedAately 
paid  in  the  customary  proportion  of  the  jumma,  estimated  at  thi'rty 
lacsr 

IX. 

That  the  resident  Bristow  (to  whom  the  letter  containing  Major 
Palmer's  instructions  is  addressed)  no  where  attributes  the  increase 
of  Fyzoola  Khan's  revenues  to  this  protection  of  the  fugitive 
ryots,  subjects  of  the  vizier :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was, 
therefore,  not  warranted  to  make  that  a  pretext  of  such  a  peremp- 
tory demand  ;  that  as  an  inducement  to  make  Fyzoola  Khan  agree 
to  the  said  demand,  it  is  offered  to  settle  his  lands  upon  a  tenure 
which  would  secure  them  to  his  children  ;  but  that  settlement  is  to 
bring  with  it  a  new  demand  of  a  fine  of  thirty  lacs,  or  300,000^.  and 
upwards ;  that  the  principles  of  the  said  demand  are  violent  and 
despotic,  and  the  inducement  to  acquiescence  deceitful  and  insi- 
dious ;  and  that  both  the  demand  and  the  inducement  are  deroga- 
tory to  the  honour  of  this  nation. 

X. 

That  ]Major  Palmer  aforesaid  proceeded  under  these  instructions 
to  Rampore,  where  his  journey  "  to  extort  a  sum  of  money "  was 
previously  known  from  Allif  Khan,  vakeel  of  Fyzoola  Khan  at  the 
vizier's  court ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  assurances  of  the 
friendly  disposition  of  government  given  by  the  said  Hastings  (as  is 
herein  related),  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did  express  the  most 
serious  and  desponding  apprehensions,  both  by  letter  and  through 
his  vakeel,  to  the  resident  BrLstow,  who  represents  them  to  Major 
Palm  er  the  following  manner  : 

"  The  nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^n  complains  of  the  distresses  he  has 
this  year  suffered  from  the  drought.  The  whole  collections  have, 
with  great  management,  amounted  to  about  twelve  lacs  of  rupees, 
from  which  sum  he  has  to  support  his  troops,   his  family,  and 
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several  relations  and  dependents  of  the  late  Eohilla  chiefs.  He 
says,  it  clearly  appears  to  he  intended  to  deprive  Mm  of  his  country, 
as  the  high  demand  you  have  made  of  Mm,  is  inadmissible.  Should 
he  have  assented  to  it,  it  v*fOuld  be  impossible  to  perform  the  condi- 
tions, and  then  his  reputation  would  be  injured  by  a  breach  of 
agreement.  Allif  Khan  further  represents  that  it  is  his  mastefs 
intention,  in  case  the  demand  should  not  be  relinquished  by  you,  first  to 
proceed  to  Luchnow,  where  he  proposes  having  an  interview  with  the 
vizier  and  resident ;  if  he  should  not  be  able  to  obtain  his  own  terms 
for  a  future  possession  of  his  Jaghire,  he  will  set  off  for  Calcutta  in 
order  to  pray  for  justice  from  the  honourable  the  governor-general. 
He  observes,  it  is  the  custom  of  the  honourable  company,  vifhen 
they  deprive  a  chief  of  his  country,  to  grant  him  some  allowance. 
This  he  expects  from  Mr.  Hastings's  bounty ;  but  if  he  should  be 
disappointed,  he  will  certainly  set  off  upon  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and 
Medina,  and  renounce  the  cares  of  the  world. 

"  He  directs  Ms  vaJceel  to  ascertain  whether  the  English  intend  to 
deprive  him  of  Ms  country ;  for  if  they  do,  he  is  ready  to  surrender 
it,  upon  receiving  an  order  from  the  resident." 

XI. 

That  after  much  negotiation  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  "being 
fully  sensible  that  an  engagement  to  furnish  military  aid,  however 
clearly  the  conditions  might  be  stated,  must  be  a  source  of  perpetual 
misunderstanding  and  inconveniences,''''  did  at  length  agree  with 
Major  Palmer  to  give  j&fteen  lacs,  or  150,000^.,  and  upwards,  by 
four  instalments,  that  he  might  be  exempted  from  all  future  claims 
of  military  service  :  that  the  said  Palmer  represents  it  to  be  his 
belief,  '''■that  no  person,  not  known  to  possess  your  (the  said  Hastings's) 
confidence  and  support  in  the  degree  that  I  am  supposed  to  do,  would 
have  obtained  nearly  so  good  terms;"  but  from  what  motive 
"  terms  so  good "  were  granted,  and  how  the  confidence  and 
support  of  the  said  Hastings  did  truly  operate  on  the  mind  of 
Fyzoola  Khan,  doth  appear  to  be  better  explained  by  another 
passage  in  the  same  letter,  where  the  said  Palmer  congratulates 
himself  on  the  satisfaction  which  he  gave  to  Fyzoola  Khan  in  the 
conduct  of  this  negotiation,  as  he  spent  a  month  in  order  to  effect 
"  by  argument  and  persuasion,  what  he  could  have  obtained  in  an 
hour  by  threats  and  compulsions.'''' 
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FULL  VINDICATION  OF  FYZOOLA  KHAN  BY  MAJOR 
PALMEE  AND  MR.  HASTINGS. 


That  in  the  course  of  the  said  negotiation  for  establishing  the 
rights  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  Major  Palmer  aforesaid  did 
communicate  to  the  resident  Bristow,  and  through  the  said  resident 
to  the  council-genei'al  of  Bengal,  the  full  and  direct  denial  of  the 
nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  to  all  and  every  of  the  charges  made  or  pre- 
tended to  be  made  against  him,  as  follows : 

"  Fyzoola  Khan  persists  in  denying  the  infringement  on  his  part 
of  any  one  article  in  the  treaty,  or  the  neglect  of  any  obligation 
which  it  imposed  upon  him. 

"  He  does  not  admit  of  the  improvements  reported  to  he  made  in 
his  jaghire  ;  and  even  asserts,  that  the  collections  this  year  will  fall 
short  of  the  original  jumma  (or  estimate)  by  reason  of  the  long 
drought. 

"  He  denies  having  exceeded  the  limited  number  of  Rohillas  in 
his  service ; 

"  And  having  refused  the  required  aid  of  cavalry,  made  by 
Johnson,  to  act  with  General  Goddard. 

"He  observes,  respecting  the  charge  of  evading  the  vizier's 
requisition  for  the  cavalry  lately  stationed  at  Daranagur,  to  be 
stationed  at  Lucknow,  that  he  is  not  bound  by  treaty  to  maintain 
a  stationary  force  for  the  service  of  the  vizier,  but  to  supply  an  aid 
of  2000  or  3000  troops  in  time  of  war. 

"  Lastly,  he  asserts  that  so  far  from  encouraging  the  ryots  (or 
peasants)  of  the  vizier  to  settle  in  his  jaghire,  it  lias  been  his  con- 
stant practice  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  aumil  of  Rohilcund,  when- 
ever he  could  discover  them." 

II. 

That  in  giving  his  opinions  on  the  aforesaid  denials  of  the  nabob 
Fyzoola  Kh4n,  the  said  Palmer  did  not  controvert  any  one  of  the 
constructions  of  the  treaty  advanced  by  the  said  nabob. 

That  although  the  said  Palmer,  "  from  general  appearances  as 
well  as  universal  report,  did  not  doubt  that  the  jumma  of  the 
jaghire  is  greatly  increased,''''  yet  he,  the  said  Palmer,  did  not 
intimate  that  it  was  increased  in  any  degree  near  the  amount 
reported,  as  it  was  drawn  out  in  a  regular  estimate,  transmitted  to 
the  said  Palmer  expressly  for  the  purposes  of  his  negotiation  ; 
which  was  of  course  by  him  produced  to  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan, 
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and  to  which  specifically  the  denial  of  Fyzoola  Khan  must  be  under- 
stood to  apply. 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  not  hint  any  doubt  of  the  deficiency 
affirmed  by  Fyzoola  Khan  in  the  collections  for  the  current  year : 
and, 

That  if  any  increase  of  jumma  did  truly  exist,  whatever  it  may 
have  been,  the  said  Palmer  did  acknowledge  it  "to  have  been 
solemnly  relinquished  (in  a  private  agreement)  by  the  vizier." 

That  although  the  said  Palmer  did  suppose^  the  number  of 
Eohillas  (employed  "  in  ordinary  occupations)  in  Eampore  alone  to 
exceed  that  limited  by  the  treaty  for  his  (Fyzoola  Khan's)  service," 
yet  the  said  Palmer  did  by  no  means  imply  that  the  nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan  maintained  in  Ms  service  a  single  man  more  than  was  allowed 
by  treaty ;  and  by  a  particular  and  minute  account  of  the  troops 
of  Fyzoola  Khan,  transmitted  by  the  resident  Bristow  to  the  said 
Palmer,  the  number  was  stated  but  at  5840,  probably  including 
officers,  who  were  not  understood  to  be  comprehended  in  the 
treaty. 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  further  admit  it  "  to  le  not  clearly 
expressed  in  the  treaty,  whether  the  restriction  included  Eohillas 
of  all  descriptions ;"  but  at  any  rate  he  adds,  "  it  does  not  appear 
that  their  number  is  formidable ;  or  that  he  (Fyzoola  Khan) 
could  by  any  means  subsist  such  numbers  as  could  cause  any  serious 
alarm  to  the  vizier ;  neither  is  there  any  appearance  of  their  enter- 
taining any  views  beyond  the  quiet  possession  of  the  advantages 
which  they  at  present  enjoy." 

And  that  in  a  subsequent  letter,  in  which  the  said  Palmer 
thought  it  prudent  "  to  vindicate  himself  from  any  possible  insinua- 
tion, that  he  meant  to  sacrifice  the  vizier's  interest,"  he,  the  said 
Palmer,  did  positively  attest  the  new  claim  on  Fyzoola  Khan  for 
the  protection  of  the  vizier's  ryots  to  be  v?holly  without  foundation ; 
as  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  "had  proved  to  him  (Palmer)  by 
producing  receipts  of  various  dates,  and  for  great  numbers  of  these 
people  surrendered  upon  requisition  from  the  vizier's  officers." 

III. 

That  over  and  above  the  aforesaid  complete  refutation  of  the 
difierent  charges  and  pretexts,  under  which  exactions  had  been 
practised,  or  attempted  to  be  practised,  on  the  nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan,  the  said  Palmer  did  further  condemn  altogether  the  prin- 
ciple of  calculation  assumed  in  such  exactions  (even  if  they  had 
been  founded  in  justice)  by  the  following  explanation  of  the  nature 
of  the  tenure,  by  which,  under  the  treaty  of  Lall-Dang,  the  nabob 
Fyzoola  Khan  held  his  possession  as  a  jaghiredar. 
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"  There  are  no  precedents  in  the  ancient  usage  of  the  country 
for  ascertaining  the  nuzzerana  (customary  present)  or  peshcush 
(regular  fine)  of  grants  of  this  nature :  they  were  bestowed  hy  the 
prince  as  rewards  or  favours ;  and  the  accustomary  present  in 
return  was  adapted  to  the  dignity  of  the  donor  rather  than  to 
the  value  of  the  gift ;  to  which  it  never,  I  believe,  bore  any  kind  of 
proportion.'"'' 

IV. 

That  a  sum  of  money  ("  which  of  course  was  to  be  received  by 
the  company  ")  being  now  obtained,  and  the  "  interests  both  of  the 
company  and  the  vizier''^  being  thus  much  "better  promoted''''  by 
'■'■  establishing  the  rights''''  of  Fyzoola  Khan  than  they  could  have 
been  by  "  depriving  him  of  his  independency ;"  when  every  undue 
influence  of  secret  and  criminal  purposes  was  removed  from  the 
mind  of  the  governor-general,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  he,  the 
said  Hastings,  did  also  concur  with  his  friend  and  agent,  Major 
Palmer,  in  the  vindication  of  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  and  in  the 
most  ample  manner. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now  clearly  and  explicitly 
understand  the  clauses  of  the  treaty,  "  that  Fyzoola  Khan  should 
send  two  or  three  (and  not  five)  thousand  men,  or  attend  in  person, 
in  case  it  was  requisite.'''' 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now  confess  that  the  right 
of  the  vizier,  under  the  treaty,  was  at  best  "  but  a  precarious  and 
ttnserviceable  right;  and  that  he  thought  fifteen  lacs,  or  150,000^. 
and  upwards,  an  ample  equivalent,"  (or,  according  to  the  expression 
of  Major  Palmer,  an  excellent  bargain,)  as  in  truth  it  was,  "for 
expunging  an  article  of  such  a  tenor,  and  so  loosely  worded." 
And,  finally,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  give  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  the  general  character,  disposition,  and  circumstances  of  the 
nabob  Fyzoola  Khan : 

"The  rumours  which  had  been  spread  of  his  hostile  designs  against 
the  vizier  were  totally  groundless,  and  if  he  had  been  inclined  he 
had  not  the  means  to  make  himself  formidable ;  on  the  contrary, 
being  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  possessing  a  very  fertile  and  pros- 
perous jaghire,  it  is  more  natural  to  suppose  that  Fyzoola  Khan 
wishes  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  quietness,  than  that 
he  is  preparing  to  embark  in  active  and  offensive  scenes,  which 
must  end  in  his  own  destruction." 


Yet  that,  notwithstanding  this  virtual  and  implied  crimination 
of  his  whole  conduct  toward  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  and  after 
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all  the  aforesaid  acts  systematically  prosecuted  in  open  violation  of 
a  positive  treaty  against  a  prince,  who  had  an  hereditary  right  to 
more  than  he  actually  possessed,  for  whose  protection  the  faith  of 
the  company  and  the  nation  was  repeatedly  pledged,  and  who  had 
deserved  and  obtained  the  public  thanks  of  the  British  government, 
when,  in  allusion  to  certain  of  the  said  acts,  the  court  of  directors 
had  expressed  to  the  said  Hastings  their  wishes  "  to  be  considered 
rather  as  the  guardians  of  the  honour  and  property  of  the  native 
powers,  than  as  the  instruments  of  oppression ;"  he,  the  said 
Hastings,  in  reply  to  the  said  directors,  his  masters,  did  conclude 
his  official  account  of  the  final  settlement  with  Fyzoola  Khan,  with 
the  following  indecent,  because  unjust,  exultation : 

"  Such  are  the  measures  which  we  shall  ever  wish  to  observe 
towards  our  allies  or  dependents  upon  our  frontiers." 

",*  As  the  Letter  referred  to  in  the  Vlllth  and  XVIth  Articles  of  Charge  is  not  contained 
in  any  of  the  Appendixes  to  the  Reports  ofthe  Select  Committee, it  hasbeen  tlwught  necessary 
to  annex  it  as  an  Appendix  to  these  Cliarges. 


APPENDIX 


Vlllth  and  XVIth  CHARGES. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  William 
Devaynes,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East 
India  Company,  dated  Cheltenham,  llth  of  July,  1785;  and 
printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

To  WilUam  Devaynes,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Honourable  the 
Court  of  Directors. 
Siu, 
The  honourable  court  of  directors,  in  their  general  letter  to  Bengal, 
by  the  "  Surprise,"  dated  the  16th  March,  1784,  were  pleased  to 
express  their  desire  that  I  should  inform  them  of  the  periods  when 
each  sum  of  the  presents,  mentioned  in  my  address  of  the  22nd 
May,  1 782,  was  received,  what  were  my  motives  for  withholding 
the  several  receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the 
court  of  directors,  and  what  were  my  reasons  for  taking  bonds  for 
part  of  these  sums,  and  for  paying  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as 
deposits  on  my  ovm  account. 

I  have  been  kindly  apprized  that  the  information  required  as 
above  is  yet  expected  from  me.  I  hope  that  the  circumstances  of 
my  past  situation,  when  considered,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  having 
thus  long  withheld  it.  The  fact  is,  that  I  was  not  at  the  presi- 
dency when  the  "  Surprise "  arrived ;  and  when  I  returned  to  it, 
my  time  and  attention  were  so  entirely  engrossed  to  the  day  of  my 
final  departure  from  it  by  a  variety  of  other  more  important  occu- 
pations, of  which,  sir,  I  may  safely  appeal  to  your  testimony, 
grounded  on  the  large  portion  contributed  by  myself  of  the  volumes, 
which  compose  our  consultations  of  that  period,  that  the  submis- 
sion, which  my  respect  would  have  enjoined  me  to  pay  to  the 
command  imposed  on  me,  was  lost  to  my  recollection,  perhaps 
from  the  stronger  impression  which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of 
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it  had  left  on  my  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  reprehen- 
sion for  something  which  had  given  offence  in  my  report  of  the 
original  transaction,  than  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  a  further 
elucidation  of  it. 

I  wiU  now  endeavour  to  reply  to  the  different  questions  which 
have  been  stated  to  me  in  as  explicit  a  manner  as  I  am  able.  To 
such  information  as  I  can  give  the  honourable  court  is  fully  entitled, 
and  where  that  shall  prove  defective  I  will  point  out  the  easy  means 
by  which  it  may  be  rendered  more  complete. 

First,  I  believe  I  can  affirm  with  certainty,  that  the  several  sums 
mentioned  in  the  account  transmitted  with  my  letter,  above  men- 
tioned, were  received  at  or  within  a  very  few  days  of  the  dates 
which  are  prefixed  to  them  in  the  account ;  but  as  this  contains 
only  the  gross  sums,  and  each  of  these  was  received  in  different 
payments,  though  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  I  cannot  therefore 
assign  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  account.  Perhaps  the 
honourable  court  will  judge  this  sufficient  for  any  purpose  to  which 
their  inquiry  was  directed ;  but  if  it  should  not  be  so,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  refer  for  a  more  minute  information,  and  for  the  means  of 
making  any  investigation,  which  they  may  think  it  proper  to  direct, 
respecting  the  particulars  of  this  transaction,  to  Mr.  Larkins,  your 
accountant-general,  who  was  privy  to  every  process  of  it,  and  pos- 
sesses, as  I  believe,  the  original  paper,  which  contained  the  only 
account  that  I  ever  kept  of  it.  In  this  each  receipt  was,  as  I 
recollect,  specifically  inserted,  with  the  name  of  the  person  by  whom 
it  was  made ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him  to  desire,  that  he  will  furnish 
you  with  the  paper  itself,  if  it  is  still  in  being,  and  in  his  hands,  or 
with  whatever  he  can  distinctly  recollect  concerning  it. 

For  my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  for 
taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  paying  others  into  the 
treasury  as  deposits  on  my  own  account,  I  have  generally  accounted 
in  my  letter  to  the  honourable  the  court  of  directors  of  the  22nd 
May,  1782;  namely,  that  "I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first 
receipts  from  public  curiosity,  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount, 
or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied  design,  which  my  memory,  at 
that  distance  of  time,  could  verify;  and  that  I  did  not  think  it 
worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same  means  with  the  rest."— It  will 
not  be  expected  that  I  should  be  able  to  give  a  more  correct  expla- 
nation of  my  intentions  after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having  declared 
at  the  time,  that  many  particulars  had  escaped  my  remembrance  ; 
neither  shall  I  attempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  of 
the  facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  and  such  inferences  as 
necessarily,  or  with  a  strong  probability,  follow  them.     I  have  said 
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that  the  three  first  sums  of  the  account  were  paid  into  the  com- 
pany's treasury  without  passing  through  my  hands.  The  second 
of  these  was  forced  into  notice  by  its  destination  and  application  to 
the  expense  of  a  detachment  which  was  formed  and  employed 
against  Madajee  Scindia,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Camac,  as  I  particularly  apprized  the  court  of  directors,  in  my 
letter  of  the  29th  November,  1780.  The  other  two  were  certainly 
not  intended,  when  I  received  them,  to  be  made  public,  though 
intended  for  public  service,  and  actually  applied  to  it.  The  exigen- 
cies of  the  government  were  at  that  time  my  own,  and  every  pressure 
upon  it  rested  with  its  full  weight  upon  my  mind.  Wherever  I 
could  find  allowable  means  of  relieving  those  wants,  I  eagerly  seized 
them ;  but  neither  could  it  occur  to  me  as  necessary  to  state  on 
our  proceedings  every  little  aid,  which  I  coidd  thus  procure,  nor  do 
I  know  how  I  could  have  stated  it,  without  appearing  to  court 
favour  by  an  ostentation  which  I  disdained,  nor  without  the  chance 
of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues  by  the  constructive  asser- 
tion of  a  separate  and  unparticipated  merit,  derived  from  the 
influence  of  my  station,  to  which  they  might  have  laid  an  equal 
claim.  I  should  have  deemed  it  particularly  dishonourable  to 
receive  for  my  own  use  money  tendered  by  men  of  a  certain  class, 
from  whom  I  had  interdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my  inferiors, 
and  bound  them  by  oath  not  to  receive  them.  I  was  therefore 
more  than  ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  it,  which 
would  scarcely  have  failed  to  light  upon  me,  had  I  suffered  the 
money  to  be  brought  directly  to  my  own  house,  or  to  that  of  any 
person  known  to  be  in  trust  for  me ;  for  these  reasons  I  caused  it 
to  be  transported  immediately  to  the  treasury.  There,  you  well 
know,  sir,  it  could  not  be  received  without  being  passed  to  some 
credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done  by  entering  it  as  a  loan,  or  as  a 
deposit ;  the  first  was  the  least  liable  to  reflection,  and  therefore  I 
had  obviously  recourse  to  it.  Why  the  second  sum  was  entered  as 
a  deposit,  I  am  utterly  ignorant ;  possibly  it  was  done  without  any 
special  direction  from  me  ;  possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest 
mode  of  entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transaction  itself  did 
not  require  concealment,  having  been  already  avowed. 

Although  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  these  were  my  sentiments 
on  the  occasion,  yet  I  will  not  afiirm  that  they  were.  Though  I 
feel  their  impression  as  the  remains  of  a  series  of  thoughts  retained 
on  my  memory,  I  am  not  certain  that  they  may  not  have  been  pro- 
duced by  subsequent  reflection  on  the  principal  fact,  combining 
with  it  the  probable  motives  of  it.  Of  this  T  am  certain,  that  it 
was  my  design  originally  to  have  concealed  the  receipt  of  all  the 
sums,  except  the  second,  even  from  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of 
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directors.  They  had  answered  my  purpose  of  public  utility,  and  I 
had  almost  totally  dismissed  them  from  my  remembrance.  But 
when  fortune  threw  a  sum  in  my  way  of  a  magnitude  which  could 
not  be  concealed,  and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  situation  at  the 
time,  in  which  I  received  it,  made  me  more  circumspect  of  appear- 
ances, I  chose  to  apprize  my  employers  of  it,  which  I  did  hastily 
and  generally ;  hastily,  perhaps  to  prevent  the  vigilance  and  activity 
of  secret  calumny ;  and  generally,  because  I  knew  not  the  exact 
amount  of  the  sum,  of  which  I  was  in  the  receipt,  but  not  in  the  full 
possession :  I  promised  to  acquaint  them  with  the  result  as  soon  as 
I  should  be  in  possession  of  it,  and  in  the  performance  of  my  pro- 
mise I  thought  it  consistent  with  it  to  add  to  the  account  all  the 
former  appropriations  of  the  same  kind  ;  my  good  genius  then  sug- 
gesting to  me,  with  a  spirit  of  caution,  which  might  have  spared  me 
the  trouble  of  this  apology,  had  I  universally  attended  to  it,  that  if 
I  had  suppressed  them,  and  they  were  afterwards  known,  I  might 
be  asked,  what  were  my  motives  for  withholding  part  of  these 
receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  informing 
them  of  the  rest. 

It  being  my  wish  to  clear  up  every  doubt  upon  this  transaction, 
which  either  my  own  mind  could  suggest,  or  which  may  have  been 
suggested  by  others,  I  beg  leave  to  suppose  another  question,  and 
to  state  the  terms  of  it  in  my  reply,  by  informing  you,  that  the 
endorsement  on  the  bonds  was  made  about  the  period  of  my  leaving 
the  presidency,  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1781,  in  order  to  guard 
against  their  becoming  a  claim  on  the  company,  as  part  of  my 
estate,  in  the  event  of  my  death  occurring  in  the  course  of  the  ser- 
vice, on  which  I  was  then  entering. 

This,  sir,  is  the  plain  history  of  the  transaction.  I  should  be 
ashamed  to  request  that  you  would  communicate  it  to  the  honour- 
able court  of  directors,  whose  time  is  too  valuable  for  the  intrusion 
of  a  subject  so  uninteresting,  but  that  it  is  become  a  point  of  indis- 
pensable duty ;  I  must  therefore  request  the  favour  of  you  to  lay  it, 
at  a  convenient  time,  before  them.  In  addressing  it  to  you  person- 
ally, I  yield  to  my  own  feelings  of  the  respect  which  is  due  to 
them  as  a  body,  and  to  the  assurances,  which  I  derive  from  your 
experienced  civilities,  that  you  will  kindly  overlook  the  trouble  im- 
posed by  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Warren  Hastings. 

Cheltenham,  Uth  July,  1785. 
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LATE  GOVERNOR-GENERAL  OP  BENGAL. 


INTRODUCTION. 


TO 

THE  RIGHT  HON.  THE  LORD  VISCOUNT  MILTON', 

ONE   OF   THE   REPRESENTATITES   IN    THE   COMMONS    HOUSE   OF    PARLIAMENT 
FOR   THE   COnNTT    OF    YORK. 

My  deau  Lokd, 
I  AM  persuaded  that  your  lordship  will  not  be  displeased  to  see 
your  name  inscribed  at  the  beginning  of  an  introduction  to  the 
fourth  volume  of  Mr.  Burke's  posthumous  works.  The  hereditary 
interest  which  you  possess  in  whatever  regards  the  public  labours  of 
that  great  man  and  distinguished  statesman,  will  form,  I  trust,  but 
a  small  part  of  your  claim  to  such  a  distinction.  Your  father,  and 
your  great-uncle,  the  late  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  in  addition  to 
the  happiness  which  they  enjoyed  of  his  personal  intimacy  and 
friendship,  had  also  the  gratification  of  being  in  a  high  degree 
instrumental  in  the  direction  of  those  labours  to  the  service  of  their 
country.  I  well  remember,  that  Mr.  Burke  manifested  no  ordinary 
sensation  of  joy  at  your  birth ;  an  event  which  he  considered  to  be 
intimately  connected  with  the  essential  interests  of  the  nation.  The 
heir  to  a  title  conveying  the  right  to  a  seat  in  the  legislative 
councils  of  the  nation,  and  to  a  landed  property  among  the  first  in 
value  and  amplitude ;  the  future  head  of  a  family  whose  alliances 
and  connexions  spread  its  influence  through  a  wide  range  of  social 
and  political  intercourse,  and  gave  it  a  sensible  and  permanent 
weight  in  all  matters  of  state,  could  not  be  regarded  by  him  with 
indifference.  Nor  will  this  appear  extraordinary,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  the  principles  of  the  party,  of  which  he  knew  you  would 
almost  necessarily  become  a  distinguished  member,  and  probably  an 
eminent  support;    principles  founded  upon   the  basis  of  political 
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liberty,  and  calculated,  in  their  practical  application,  to  promote  its 
security  in  this  nation — had  been  more  philosophically  developed, 
and  more  accurately  defined,  more  systematically  arranged,  and 
applied  with  more  profound  wisdom  to  their  practical  object  by 
him,  than  by  any  other  person ;  principles  too,  not  less  warmly 
cherished  in  his  heart,  than  firmly  embraced  by  his  understanding. 
Disinterested  patriotism  he  knew  you  would  imbibe  from  the  lessons 
of  your  virtuous  parents,  and  a  Whig  patriot  alone  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  house  of  Wentworth.  When  he  was  taken 
from  us,  you  had  not  attained  an  age  that  enabled  you  to  profit,  as 
your  immediate  predecessors  had  done,  by  his  friendship  in  private, 
and  co-operation  in  public  life.  But  hereditary  veneration  for  his 
character,  and  the  studious  perusal  of  his  writings,  have,  in  a  great 
degree,  supplied  that  loss.  Had  he  lived  to  know  how  firmly  and 
zealously  you  are  attached  to  the  principles  which  he  had  invariably 
maintained,  and  how  steadily  and  manfully  you  come  forward,  upon 
all  occasions,  to  their  support,  he  would  have  derived  from  that 
knowledge,  in  the  present  inauspicious  state  of  public  affairs,  some 
consolation  at  least,  perhaps  some  hope  of  better  times ;  notwith- 
standing the  triumphant  career  which  lies  open  to  the  enemies  of 
Whiggism,  in  consequence  of  divisions  within  itself  and  the  apathy 
of  the  people  from  without. 

In  the  mind  of  Mr.  Burke  political  principles  were  not  objects  of 
barren  speculation.  Wisdom  in  him  was  always  practical.  What- 
ever his  understanding  adopted  as  truth  made  its  way  to  his  heart, 
and  sunk  deep  into  it ;  and  his  ardent  and  generous  feelings  seized 
with  promptitude  and  eagerness  every  occasion  of  applying  it  to  the 
use  of  mankind.  How  large  a  portion  of  an  active  and  laborious 
life  was  thus  employed  will  be  seen  in  our  future  history  of  it. 
Where  shall  we  find  recorded  exertions  of  active  benevolence,  at 
once  so  numerous,  so  varied,  and  so  important,  made  by  one  man ! 
Amongst  these,  the  redress  of  wrongs  and  the  protection  of  weak- 
ness from  the  oppression  of  power  were  most  conspicuous  :  and  of 
this  kind  the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  considered  by 
Mr.  Burke  as  beyond  all  comparison  the  most  interesting  and 
momentous. 

The  volume,  which  is  now  inscribed  to  your  lordship,  relates  to 
that  proceeding :  a  proceeding  which  that  virtuous  and  enhghtened 
representative  held  to  be  the  most  important  of  his  parliamentary 
labours. 

The  assumption  of  arbitrary  power,  in  whatever  shape  it 
appeared,  whether  under  the  veil  of  legitimacy,  or  skulking  in  the 
disguise  of  state  necessity,  or  presenting  the  shameless  front  of  usur- 
pation ;  whether  the  prescriptive  claim  of  ascendancy,  or  the  brief 
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career  of  official  authority,  or  the  newly-acquired  dominion  of  a  mob'', 
was  the  sure  object  of  his  detestation  and  hostility.  His  endeavours 
to  stifle  it  in  its  birth,  or  to  obstruct  its  march,  and  impede  its 
progress,  or  to  redress  its  oppressions,  will  be  found  to  have  occu- 
pied, in  various  instances,  as  I  have  already  said,  no  small  portion 
of  his  life.  The  scale  upon  which  oppressions  of  this  kind  had  been 
exercised  in  our  East  Indian  possessions  was  of  such  a  magnitude, 
that  it  required  a  mind  hke  his  to  grapple  with  them.  His  ardent 
zeal,  and  unwearied  perseverance,  were  not  more  than  equal  to  the 
task.  He  well  knew  that  the  impunity  of  Indian  delinquency  was 
demanded  by  interest  too  weighty  and  extensive,  and  was  secured 
by  influence  and  protection  too  powerful  to  be  resisted.  The 
event,  accordingly,  did  not  correspond  with  his  wishes :  but  the 
^clat  of  a  triumph  was  neither  necessary  to  his  fame,  nor  the 
triumph  itself  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  own  mind.  The  real  cause 
which  he  advocated  did  not  depend  upon  the  decision  of  the  court 
of  judicature,  before  which  the  impeachment  was  tried.  From  the 
moment  it  was  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  the  attainment  of 
its  main  object  was  placed  out  of  the  power  of  his  opponents  to 
wrest  from  him. — The  existence  of  the  enormities,  with  the  com- 
mission of  which  the  governor-general  was  charged,  how  much 
soever  the  managers  might  fail  in  the  technical  proof  of  his  guilt, 
required  only  to  be  known ;  and  Mr.  Burke  was  firmly  persuaded, 
that  by  the  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  that  government,  resulting 
from  the  trial,  and  by  the  public  exposure  of  the  crimes  which  had 
been  perpetrated,  he  had  not  only  discharged  a  sacred  and  im- 
perative duty,  but  at  the  same  time  had  interposed  a  powerful 
check  to  the  commission  in  future  of  such  enormities. 

It  was  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  he  had,  a  short  time 
before  his  last  sickness,  begun  to  prepare  materials  for  a  complete 
history  of  the  impeachment.  His  subsequent  inability  to  proceed 
in  it  was,  I  know,  most  sensibly  felt  by  him :  and  it  was  among 
the  last  requests  he  made  me,  that  I  would  collect  and  arrange 
those  materials,  and  publish  so  much  of  them  as  I  might  judge  fit 
for  publication. 

With  this  desire  of  my  most  dear  and  honoured  friend,  I  am 
endeavouring  to  comply.  The  cultivators  of  literature  wUl  for  ever 
lament  the  want  of  his  finishing  hand.  I  trust,  however,  that  the 
substance  of  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  will  be  found  in  these 
volumes  ;  and  that  the  philosopher  and  the  statesman  will  not  be 
insensible  of  their  value.    The  next  volume  will  contain  the  speeches 


2  This  is  not  a  fanciful  enumeration  of  possible  cases.     The  reader  will  find  in  these 
volumes  examples  of  ilr,  Burke's  exertions,  referable  to  each  particular  case. — Edit. 
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which  he  made  at  the  close  of  the  impeachment,  and  which  were 
continued  for  nine  days. 

In  a  subsequent  volume,  an  essay  will  be  made  towards  a  history 
of  his  life  ';  comprising  such  part  of  his  correspondence,  and  other 
fugitive  compositions,  as  may  be  judged  fit  for  public  perusal.  This 
volume,  the  termination  of  my  labours,  and  of  our  joint  trust  in 
editing  the  posthumous  works  of  Mr.  Burke,  I  purpose  dedicating 
to  the  earl,  your  venerable  father.  But  as  it  may  not  be  the  divine 
will  that  I  should  live  to  accomplish  my  intention,  you  will  not,  I 
hope,  my  dear  lord,  refuse  permission  to  my  availing  myself  of  this 
present  opportunity  of  telling  the  world  how  greatly  I  love  him,  and 
how  highly  I  honour  him. 

Soon  after  my  first  acquaintance  with  him,  he  succeeded  to  the 
splendid  possessions  of  his  uncle,  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  my 
revered  master  and  patron ;  and,  together  with  them,  perhaps  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say,  to  the  guardianship  of  the  Whig  cause  in 
England  and  Ireland.  From  that  time  his  political  conduct  is  well 
known  to  his  country ;  for  covertly  or  in  concealment,  I  may  con- 
fidently assert,  he  has  done  nothing.  To  his  country,  then,  I  may 
safely  leave  the  judgment  of  that  conduct.  His  political  knowledge, 
and  his  ability  for  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  are  known  to 
those  who  have  either  sat  in  council,  or  have  held  correspondence 
with  him  upon  political  subjects.  His  of&cial  services,  indeed, 
during  the  late  long  reign,  will  not  appear  frequent  in  the  historic 
page,  nor  his  name  prominently  conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  party ; 
but  in  the  silent  operation  of  those  causes  which  have  hitherto 
transmitted  to  us  the  constitution,  if  not  unimpaired,  perhaps 
without  essential  deterioration,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  that 
eventful  period,  and  which  have  rescued  it  from  frequent  and 
imminent  dangers,  the  politician,  who  looks  below  the  surface  of 
things,  will  discover  abundant  proofs  of  his  influence.  Ever 
keeping  steadily  in  his  view  the  essential  equipoises  of  our  constitu- 
tion, he  conceived  it  to  be  his  paramount  duty,  however  painful  the 
perfoi-mance  of  it  might  be,  to  endeavour  to  maintain  that  balance 
between  its  constituent  parts  which  is  necessary  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  constitution  itself. 

If  at  one  time  he  abdicated,  as  it  were,  the  high  rank  which  he 
held  as  a  leader  of  the  old  Whig  party,  by  concurring  *  in  such  a 
formation  of  a  new  party,  as  to  the  jealous  eye  of  the  public  appeared 
tinged  with  a  factious  pursuit  of  power,  and  which  excited  sus- 
picions of  a  dereliction  of  principles ;  it  was  because  he  well  knew 
that  no  such  derehction  had  taken  place,  and  that  there  were  no 

'  This  intention  was  never  fulfilled.  See  Preface  to  the  Corbespoxdence,  Vol.  I.  p.  Tiii. 
*  The  coalition  with  Lord  North,  in  17B3. 
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other  means  of  combating  with  effect  that  favourite  system,  which, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  late  reign,  was  directed  in  all  its  opera- 
tions to  the  very  extinction  of  Whiggism. 

If  in  an  alarming  exigency,  when  all  constituted  authority  was 
threatened  with  subversion,  he  submitted  °  to  the  painful  necessity 
of  acting  in  separation  from  men  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
highest  esteem,  and  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  habits  of  the  most 
intimate  friendship,  and  in  concert  with  those  of  whose  political 
conduct  he  had  before  generally  disapproved,  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  discouraging  the  projects  of  innovation  which  had  been  avowedly 
espoused  by  those  who  were  then  called  the  new  Whigs  :  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing,  by  strengthening  the  legitimate  opera- 
tions of  government,  those  inroads  upon  the  constitution,  to  which 
the  executive  administration,  when  weakly  formed,  is  often  driven, 
in  popular  disturbances,  to  have  recourse :  and  particularly  it  was 
with  a  well-grounded  expectation  of  procuring  thereby  the  accom- 
plishment of  a  great  act  of  national  justice,  by  the  restoration  of  our 
Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects  to  their  political  rights.  This 
support  of  the  executive  government  required  no  compromise  of 
public  principles ;  on  the  contrary,  the  additional  strength  acquired 
by  the  administration  might  both  have  disposed  and  enabled  it  to 
effectuate  measures  of  salutary  reform,  of  prudent  retrenchments  of 
expense,  and  of  necessary  economy.  On  the  part  of  Lord  Fitz- 
william,  this  separation  was  marked  with  a  moderation  which  dis- 
armed the  animosity  of  the  friends  he  had  quitted,  and  left  open 
the  avenues  to  reunion  with  them,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it 
indicated  the  terms  and  extent  of  the  new  alliance,  and  was  a 
pledge  to  the  people  that  the  security  of  their  rights,  and  of  the 
constitution,  was  with  him  the  sole  object  of  that  alliance. 

Afterwards,  when  the  independence  of  Europe  was  endangered  by 
an  overwhelming  force,  which  nothing  but  the  resources  of  this 
country  appeared  able  to  resist,  he  united  his  endeavours  with  those 
of  statesmen  of  the  highest  character  and  reputation,  to  call  forth 
those  resources  in  the  support  of  a  war  which,  whatever  might  have 
been  his  opinion  of  its  policy  at  its  commencement,  he  then  conceived 
to  be  a  measure  of  unavoidable  necessity. 

Lastly,  when  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties  to  his  country,  he 
was  exposed  to  the  effects  of  political  intrigues,  he  bore  the  con- 
sequences °  with  that  dignity  which  naturally  belongs  to  conscious 
merit,  when  deprived  of  any  means  of  being  useful. 

'  The  coalition  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  1794,  and  the  formation  of  Lord  GrenvUle's  ad- 
ministration in  180(>. 

'  The  dismission  of  the  coalition  ministry  in  1784,  and  the  subsequent  discomfiture 
of  the  Whig  candidates  at  the  general  election  in  the  same  year  ;  his  resignation  of  the 
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Whilst  I  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  people,  for  their  judg- 
ment upon  his  public  conduct,  to  those  who  are  most  intimately 
acquainted  with  his  private  life,  I  may  with  equal  confidence  appeal, 
and  ask,  by  what  private  virtue  is  it  not  eminently  distinguished  ? 
Is  this  adulation  ?  His  advanced  age,  and  mine,  as  they  remove 
from  me  almost  all  temptation  to  be  a  flatterer,  may  well  exempt 
me  from  such  an  imputation.  May  you,  my  dear  lord,  ever  escape 
its  poisonous  arts.  May  your  labours  in  the  service  of  your 
country  procure  for  you,  together  with  its  praise,  its  confidence ; 
and  may  that  confidence,  whilst  it  is  your  reward,  become  in  your 
hands  one  of  the  means  of  promoting  and  securing  its  most  valuable 
interests  and  general  prosperity.  With  these,  and  every  other 
good  wish,  and  vnth.  the  sincerest  regard,  I  remain, 

My  dear  lord. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  ROCHESTEE. 

P.  S. — Some  apology  seems  necessary  for  the  insertion  of  so 
much  matter  extraneous  to  the  immediate  design  of  this  introduc- 
tion. I  have  no  other  to  offer,  but  the  natural  garrulity,  one  of  the 
many  infirmities  of  old  age.  If  age  cannot  screen  me  from  the 
severity  of  criticism,  I  must  demand  from  the  public  the  indul- 
gence which  I  may  require,  for  the  venial  gratification  of  private 
and  personal  feelings,  as  no  unreasonable  compensation  for  the 
labour  and  pains  bestowed  in  preparing  these  posthumous  works  for 
its  perusal. 

lord-lieutenancy  of  Ireland  in  1795  ;  the  dismission  of  the  Grenyille  administration 
in  1807  ;  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  removal  from  the  lord-lieutenancy  of  yorksliire  in 
1819. 
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OF 

WARREN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

THIRD  DAY,  15th  FEBRUARY,  1788. 


(mr.  burke.) 

My  Lords, 
The  gentlemen  who  have  it  in  command  to  support  the  impeach- 
ment against  Mr.  Hastings,  have  directed  me  to  open  the  cause 
•with  a  general  view  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  commons  have 
proceeded  in  their  charge  against  him.  They  have  directed  me  to 
accompany  this  with  another  general  view  of  the  extent,  the  magni- 
tude, the  nature,  the  tendency,  and  the  effect  of  the  crimes,  which 
they  allege  to  have  been  by  him  committed.  They  have  also  directed 
me  to  give  an  explanation  (with  their  aid  I  may  be  enabled  to  give 
it)  of  such  circumstances,  preceding  the  crimes  charged  on  Mr. 
Hastings,  or  concomitant  with  them,  as  may  tend  to  elucidate 
whatever  may  be  found  obscure  in  the  articles  as  they  stand.  To 
these  they  wished  me  to  add  a  few  illustrative  remarks  on  the  laws, 
customs,  opinions,  and  manners  of  the  people  concerned,  and  who 
are  the  objects  of  the  crimes  we  charge  on  Mr.  Hastings. 

The  several  articles,  as  they  appear  before  you,  will  be  opened  by 
other  gentlemen  with  more  particularity,  with  more  distinctness, 
and  without  doubt,  with  infinitely  more  ability,  when  they  come  to 
apply  the  evidence,  which  naturally  belongs  to  each  article  of  this 
accusation.  This,  my  lords,  is  the  plan,  which  we  mean  to  pursue 
on  the  great  charge,  which  is  now  to  abide  your  judgment. 

My  lords,  I  must  look  upon  it  as  an  auspicious  circumstance  to 
this  cause,  in  which  the  honour  of  the  kingdom  and  the  fate  of 
many  nations  are  involved,  that,  from  the  first  commencement  of 
our  parliamentary  process  to  this  the  hour  of  solemn  trial,  not  the 
smallest  difierence  of  opinion  has  arisen  between  the  two  Houses. 

My  lords,  there  are  persons,  who  looking  rather  upon  what  was 
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to  be  found  in  our  records  and  histories,  than  what  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  public  justice,  had  formed  hopes  consolatory  to 
themselves,  and  dishonourable  to  us.  They  flattered  themselves, 
that  the  corruptions  of  India  would  escape  amidst  the  dissensions 
of  parhament.  They  are  disappointed.  They  will  be  disappointed 
in  all  the  rest  of  their  expectations,  which  they  have  formed  upon 
every  thing,  except  the  merits  of  their  cause.  The  commons  will 
not  have  the  melancholy  unsocial  glory  of  having  acted  a  solitary 
part  in  a  noble,  but  imperfect  work.  What  the  greatest  inquest  of 
the  nation  has  begun,  its  highest  tribunal  will  accomplish.  At  length 
justice  will  be  done  to  India.  It  is  true  that  your  lordships  wiU 
have  your  full  share  in  this  great  achievement ;  but  the  commons 
have  always  considered,  that  whatever  honour  is  divided  with  you, 
is  doubled  on  themselves. 

My  lords,  I  must  confess,  that  amidst  these  encouraging  prospects 
the  commons  do  not  approach  your  bar  without  awe  and  anxiety. 
The  magnitude  of  the  interests  which  we  have  in  charge,  will  recon- 
cile some  degree  of  solicitude  for  the  event  with  the  undoubting  con- 
fidence, with  which  we  repose  ourselves  upon  your  lordships' justice. 
For  we  are  men,  my  lords;  and  men  are  so  made,  that  it  is  not  only 
the  greatness  of  danger,  but  the  value  of  the  adventure,  which 
measures  the  degree  of  our  concern  in  every  undertaking.  I  solemnly 
assure  your  lordships,  that  no  standard  is  sufficient  to  estimate  the 
value  which  the  commons  set  upon  the  event  of  the  cause  they  now 
bring  before  you.  My  lords,  the  business  of  this  day  is  not  the 
business  of  this  man — it  is  not  solely,  whether  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar  be  found  innocent,  or  guilty ;  but  whether  millions  of  mankind 
shall  be  made  miserable,  or  happy. 

Your  lordships  will  see  in  the  progress  of  this  cause,  that  there 
is  not  only  a  long  connected  systematic  series  of  misdemeanors,  but 
an  equally  connected  system  of  maxims  and  principles  invented  to 
justify  them.  Upon  both  of  these  you  must  judge.  According  to 
the  judgment  that  you  shall  give  upon  the  past  transactions  in  India, 
inseparably  connected  as  they  are  with  the  principles  which  support 
them,  the  whole  character  of  your  future  government  in  that  distant 
empire  is  to  be  unalterably  decided.  It  will  take  its  perpetual 
tenor,  it  wiU  receive  its  final  impression,  from  the  stamp  of  this  very 
hour. 

It  is  not  only  the  interest  of  India,  now  the  most  considerable 
part  of  the  British  empire,  which  is  concerned,  but  the  credit  and 
honour  of  the  British  nation  itself  will  be  decided  by  this  decision. 
We  are  to  decide  by  this  judgment,  whether  the  crimes  of  indi- 
viduals are  to  be  turned  into  public  guilt  and  national  ignominy ;  or 
whether  this  nation  will  convert  the  very  offences,  which  have  thrown 
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a  transient  shade  upon  its  government,  into  something  that  will 
reflect  a  permanent  lustre  upon  the  honour,  justice,  and  humanity 
of  this  kingdom. 

My  lords,  there  is  another  consideration,  which  augments  the 
solicitude  of  the  commons,  equal  to  those  other  two  great  interests 
I  have  stated,  those  of  our  empire  and  our  national  character;  some- 
thing, that,  if  possible,  comes  more  home  to  the  hearts  and  feelings 
of  every  Englishman :  I  mean,  the  interests  of  our  constitution  itself, 
which  is  deeply  involved  in  the  event  of  this  cause.  The  future  use 
and  the  whole  effect,  if  not  the  very  existence,  of  the  process  of  an 
impeachment  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  before  the  peers  of 
this  kingdom,  upon  the  charge  of  the  commons,  will  very  much  be 
decided  by  your  judgment  in  this  cause.  This  tribunal  will  be  found 
(I  hope  it  will  always  be  found)  too  great  for  petty  causes  :  if  it 
should  at  the  same  time  be  found  incompetent  to  one  of  the  greatest'; 
that  is,  if  little  offences,  from  their  minuteness,  escape  you,  and  the 
greatest,  from  their  magnitude,  oppress  you ;  it  is  impossible  that  this 
form  of  trial  should  not  in  the  end  vanish  out  of  the  constitution. 
For  we  must  not  deceive  ourselves  :  whatever  does  not  stand  with 
credit  cannot  stand  long.  And  if  the  constitution  should  be  deprived, 
I  do  not  mean  in  form,  but  virtually,  of  this  resource,  it  is  virtually 
deprived  of  every  thing  else  that  is  valuable  in  it.  For  this  process 
is  the  cement  which  binds  the  whole  together ;  this  is  the  indivi- 
duating principle,  that  makes  England  what  England  is.  In  this 
court  it  is,  that  no  subject  in  no  part  of  the  empire  can  fail  of  com- 
petent and  proportionable  justice  :  here  it  is,  that  we  provide  for 
that,  which  is  the  substantial  excellence  of  our  constitution ;  I  mean, 
the  great  circulation  of  responsibility,  by  which  (excepting  the 
supreme  power)  no  man,  in  no  circumstance,  can  escape  the  account 
which  he  owes  to  the  laws  of  his  country.  It  is  by  this  process, 
that  magistracy,  which  tries  and  controls  all  other  things,  is  itself 
tried  and  controlled.  Other  constitutions  are  satisfied  with  making 
good  subjects  ;  this  is  a  security  for  good  governors.  It  is  by  this 
tribunal,  that  statesmen,  who  abuse  their  power,  are  accused  by 
statesmen,  and  tried  by  statesmen,  not  upon  the  niceties  of  a  narrow 
jurisprudence,  but  upon  the  enlarged  and  solid  principles  of  state 
morality.  It  is  here  that  those,  who  by  the  abuse  of  power  have 
violated  the  spirit  of  law,  can  never  hope  for  protection  from  any  of  its 
forms : — it  is  here,  that  those,  who  have  refused  to  conform  them- 
selves to  its  perfections,  can  never  hope  to  escape  through  any  of  its 
defects.  It  ought  therefore,  my  lords,  to  become  our  common  care 
to  guard  this  your  precious  deposit,  rare  in  its  use,  but  powerful  in 
its  effect,  with  a  religious  vigilance,  and  never^  to  suffer  it  to  be 
either  discredited  or  antiquated.     For  this  great  end  your  lordships 
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are  invested  with  great  and  plenary  powers :  but  you  do  not  sus- 
pend, you  do  not  supersede,  you  do  not  annihilate  any  subordinate 
jurisdiction ;  on  the  contrary,  you  are  auxiliary  and  supplemental  to 
them  all. 

AVhether  it  is  owing  to  the  felicity  of  our  times,  less  fertile  in 
great  offences,  than  those  which  have  gone  before  us ;  or  whether 
it  is  from  a  sluggish  apathy,  which  has  dulled  and  enervated  the 
public  justice,  I  am  not  called  upon  to  determine :  but,  whatever 
may  be  the  cause,  it*  is  now  sixty-three  years  since  any  impeach- 
ment, grounded  upon  abuse  of  authority  and  misdemeanor  in  office, 
has  come  before  this  tribunal.  The  last  is  that  of  Lord  Macclesfield, 
which  happened  in  the  year  1725.  So  that  the  oldest  process 
known  to  the  constitution  of  this  country  has,  upon  its  revival, 
some  appearance  of  novelty.  At  this  time,  when  all  Europe  is  in 
a  state  of,  perhaps,  contagious  fermentation ;  when  antiquity  has 
lost  all  its  reverence  and  all  its  effect  on  the  minds  of  men,  at 
the  same  time  that  novelty  is  still  attended  with  the  suspicions  that 
always  will  be  attached  to  whatever  is  new  ;  we  have  been  anxiously 
careful  in  a  business,  which  seems  to  combine  the  objections  both 
to  what  is  antiquated  and  what  is  novel,  so  to  conduct  ourselves, 
that  nothing  in  the  revival  of  this  great  parliamentary  process 
shall  afford  a  pretext  for  its  future  disuse. 

My  lords,  strongly  impressed  as  they  are  with  these  sentiments, 
the  commons  have  conducted  themselves  with  singular  care  and 
caution.  Without  losing  the  spirit  and  zeal  of  a  public  prosecu- 
tion, they  have  comported  themselves  with  such  moderation,  temper, 
and  decorum,  as  would  not  have  ill  become  the  final  judgment,  if 
with  them  rested  the  final  judgment  of  this  great  cause. 

With  very  few  intermissions,  the  affairs  of  India  have  constantly 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  commons  for  more  than  fourteen 
years.  We  may  safely  affirm,  we  have  tried  every  mode  of 
legislative  provision,  before  we  had  recourse  to  any  thing  of  penal 
process.  It  was  in  the  year  1774  we  framed  an  act  of  parliament 
for  remedy  to  the  then  existing  disorders  in  India,  such  as  the 
then  information  before  us  enabled  us  to  enact.  Finding  that 
the  act  of  parliament  did  not  answer  all  the  ends  that  were  expected 
from  it,  we  had,  in  the  year  1782,  recourse  to  a  body  of  monitory 
resolutions.  Neither  had  we  the  expected  fruit  from  them.  When, 
therefore,  we  found  that  our  inquiries  and  our  reports,  our  laws  and 
our  admonitions,  were  alike  despised ;  that  enormities  increased 
in  proportion  as  they  were  forbidden,  detected,  and  exposed; 
when  we  found  that  guilt  stalked  with  an  erect  and  upright  front, 
and  that  legal  authority  seemed  to  skulk  and  hide  its  head  like 
outlawed  guilt ;  when  we  found  that  some  of  those  very  persons  who 
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were  appointed  by  parliament  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom,  were  the  most  forward,  the  most  bold,  and  the  most 
active,  in  the  conspiracy  for  their  destruction ;  then  it  was  time 
for  the  justice  of  the  nation  to  recoUect  itself.  To  have  forborne 
longer  would  not  have  been  patience,  but  collusion  ;  it  would  have 
been  participation  with  guilt;  it  would  have  been  to  make  our- 
selves accomplices  with  the  criminal. 

We  found  it  was  impossible  to  evade  painful  duty  without 
betraying  a  sacred  trust.  Having,  therefore,  resolved  upon  the  last 
and  only  resource,  a  penal  prosecution,  it  was  our  next  business  to 
act  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our  long  deliberation.  In  all  points  we 
proceeded  with  selection.  We  have  chosen  (we  trust  it  will  so  appear 
to  your  lordships)  such  a  crime,  and  such  a  criminal,  and  such  a 
body  of  evidence,  and  such  a  mode  of  process,  as  would  have 
recommended  this  course  of  justice  to  posterity,  even  if  it  had  not 
been  supported  by  any  example  in  the  practice  of  our  forefathers. 

First,  to  speak  of  the  process  :  we  are  to  inform  your  lordships, 
that  besides  that  long  previous  deliberation  of  fourteen  years,  we 
examined,  as  a  preliminary  to  this  proceeding,  every  circumstance 
which  could  prove  favourable  to  parties  apparently  delinquent, 
before  we  finally  resolved  to  prosecute.  There  was  no  precedent 
to  be  found  in  the  journals  favourable  to  persons  in  Mr.  Hastings's 
circumstances,  which  was  not  applied  to.  Many  measures  utterly 
unknown  to  former  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  which,  indeed, 
seemed  in  some  degree  to  enfeeble  them,  but  which  were  all  to 
the  advantage  of  those  who  were  to  be  prosecuted,  were  adopted, 
for  the  first  time,  upon  this  occasion. — In  an  early  stage  of  the 
proceeding,  the  criminal  desired  to  be  heard.  He  was  heard ; 
and  he  produced  before  the  bar  of  the  House  that  insolent  and  un- 
becoming paper  which  lies  upon  our  table.  It  was  deliberately 
given  in  by  his  own  hand,  and  signed  with  his  own  name.  The 
commons,  however,  passed  by  every  thing  offensive  in  that  paper 
with  a  magnanimity  that  became  them.  They  considered  nothing 
in  it  but  the  facts  that  the  defendant  alleged,  and  the  principles 
he  maintained ;  and  after  a  deliberation,  not  short  of  judicial,  we 
proceeded  with  confidence  to  your  bar. 

So  far  as  to  the  process ;  which,  though  I  mentioned  last  in  the 
line  and  order,  in  which  I  stated  the  objects  of  our  selection,  I 
thought  it  best  to  dispatch  first. 

As  to  the  crime  which  we  chose,  we  first  considered  well  what  it 
was  in  its  nature,  under  all  the  circumstances  which  attended  it. 
We  weighed  it  with  all  its  extenuations,  and  with  all  its  aggra- 
vations. On  that  review  we  are  warranted  to  assert,  that  the 
crimes  with   which  we  charge  the   prisoner   at  the  bar,  are  sub- 
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stantial  crimes ;  that  they  are  no  errors  or  mistakes,  such  as  wise 
and  good  men  might  possibly  fall  into ;  which  may  even  produce 
very  pernicious  effects,  without  being  in  fact  great  offences.  The 
commons  are  too  liberal,  not  to  allow  for  the  difficulties  of  a 
great  and  arduous  public  situation.  They  know  too  well  the 
domineering  necessities  which  frequently  occur  in  all  great  affairs. 
They  know  the  exigency  of  a  pressing  occasion,  which,  in  its  pre- 
cipitate career,  bears  every  thing  down  before  it,  which  does  not 
give  time  to  the  mind  to  recollect  its  faculties,  to  reinforce  its 
reason,  and  to  have  recourse  to  fixed  principles,  but,  by  compelUng 
an  instant  and  tumultuous  decision,  too  often  obliges  men  to  decide 
in  a  manner  that  calm  judgment  would  certainly  have  rejected.  We 
know,  as  we  are  to  be  served  by  men,  that  the  persons  who  serve 
us  must  be  tried  as  men,  and  with  a  very  large  allowance  indeed 
to  human  infirmity  and  human  error.  This,  my  lords,  we  knew 
and  we  weighed  before  we  came  before  you.  But  the  crimes 
which  we  charge  in  these  articles,  are  not  lapses,  defects,  errors, 
of  common  human  frailty,  which,  as  we  know  and  feel,  we  can 
allow  for.  We  charge  this  offender  with  no  crimes  that  have  not 
arisen  from  passions  which  it  is  criminal  to  harbour;  with  no 
offences  that  have  not  their  root  in  avarice,  rapacity,  pride, 
insolence,  ferocity,  treachery,  cruelty,  malignity  of  temper;  in 
short,  in  nothing  that  does  not  argue  a  total  extinction  of  aU 
moral  principle  ;  that  does  not  manifest  an  inveterate  blackness  of 
heart,  dyed  in  grain  with  malice,  vitiated,  corrupted,  gangrened 
to  the  very  core.  If  we  do  not  plant  his  crimes  in  those  vices 
which  the  breast  of  man  is  made  to  abhor,  and  the  spirit  of  all  laws, 
human  and  divine,  to  interdict,  we  desire  no  longer  to  be  heard 
upon  this  occasion.  Let  every  thing  that  can  be  pleaded  on  the 
ground  of  surprise  or  error,  upon  those  grounds  be  pleaded  with 
success :  we  give  up  the  whole  of  those  predicaments.  We  urge 
no  crimes  that  were  not  crimes  of  forethought.  We  charge  him 
with  nothing  that  he  did  not  commit  upon  deliberation ;  that  he 
did  not  commit  against  advice,  supplication,  and  remonstrance ; 
that  he  did  not  commit  against  the  direct  command  of  lawful 
authority ;  that  he  did  not  commit  after  reproof  and  reprimand, 
the  reproof  and  reprimand  of  those  who  are  authorized  by  the 
laws  to  reprove  and  reprimand  him.  The  crimes  of  Mr.  Hastings 
are  crimes  not  only  in  themselves,  but  aggravated  by  being  crimes 
of  contumacy.  They  were  crimes,  not  against  forms,  but  against 
those  eternal  laws  of  justice,  which  are  our  rule  and  our  birthright. 
His  offences  are  not,  in  formal,  technical  language,  but  in  reality, 
in  substance  and  effect,  high  crimes  and  high  misdemeanors. 

So  far  as  to  the  crimes.     As  to  the  criminal,  we  have  chosen 
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him  on  the  same  principle  on  which  we  selected  the  crimes.  We 
have  not  chosen  to  bring  before  you  a  poor,  puny,  trembhng 
dehnquent,  misled,  perhaps,  by  those  who  ought  to  have  taught 
him  better,  but  who  have  afterwards  oppressed  him  by  their  power, 
as  they  had  first  corrupted  him  by  their  example.  Instances  there 
have  been  many,  wherein  the  punishment  of  minor  offences,  in 
inferior  persons,  has  been  made  the  means  of  screening  crimes  of  a 
high  order,  and  in  men  of  high  description.  Our  course  is 
different.  We  have  not  brought  before  you  an  obscure  offender, 
who,  when  his  insignificance  and  weakness  are  weighed  against 
the  power  of  the  prosecution,  gives  even  to  pubhc  justice  something 
of  the  appearance  of  oppression ;  no,  my  lords,  we  have  brought 
before  you  the  first  man  of  India,  in  rank,  authority,  and  station. 
We  have  brought  before  you  the  chief  of  the  tribe,  the  head  of  the 
whole  body  of  eastern  offenders ;  a  captain-general  of  iniquity, 
under  whom  all  the  fraud,  all  the  peculation,  all  the  tyranny  in 
India,  are  embodied,  disciplined,  arrayed,  and  paid.  This  is  the 
person,  my  lords,  that  we  bring  before  you.  We  have  brought 
before  you  such  a  person,  that,  if  you  strike  at  him  with  the 
firm  and  decided  arm  of  justice,  you  will  not  have  need  of  a 
great  many  more  examples.  You  strike  at  the  whole  corps,  if  you 
strike  at  the  head. 

So  far  as  to  the  crime :  so  far  as  to  the  criminal.  Now,  my 
lords,  I  shall  say  a  few  words  relative  to  the  evidence,  which  we 
have  brought  to  support  such  a  charge,  and  which  ought  to  be 
equal  in  weight  to  the  charge  itself.  It  is  chiefly  evidence  of 
record,  officially  signed  by  the  criminal  himself  in  many  instances. 
We  have  brought  before  you  his  own  letters,  authenticated  by  his 
own  hand.  On  these  we  chiefly  rely.  But  we  shall  likewise  bring 
before  you  living  witnesses,  competent  to  speak  to  the  points  to 
which  they  are  brought. 

When  you  consider  the  late  enormous  power  of  the  prisoner ; 
when  you  consider  the  criminal,  indefatigable  assiduity  in  the  de- 
struction of  all  recorded  evidence ;  when  you  consider  the  influence 
he  has  over  almost  all  living  testimony ;  when  you  consider  the 
distance  of  the  scene  of  action ;  I  believe  your  lordships,  and  I 
believe  the  world,  will  be  astonished  that  so  much,  so  clear,  so 
solid,  and  so  conclusive  evidence  of  all  kinds  has  been  obtained 
against  him.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  nine  instances  in  ten  the 
evidence  is  such  as  would  satisfy  the  narrow  precision  supposed 
to  prevail,  and  to  a  degree  rightly  to  prevail,  in  all  subordinate 
power  and  delegated  jurisdiction.  But  your  lordships  will  maintain, 
what  we  assert  and  claim  as  the  right  of  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain — that  you  are  not  bound  by  any  rules  of  evidence,  or  any 
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other  rules  whatever,  except  those  of  natural,  immutable,  and 
substantial  justice. 

God  forbid  the  commons  should  desire  that  any  thing  should  be 
received  as  proof  from  them,  which  is  not  by  nature  adapted  to 
prove  the  thing  in  question.  If  they  should  make  such  a  request, 
they  would  aim  at  overturning  the  very  principles  of  that  justice  to 
which  they  resort.  They  would  give  the  nation  an  evil  example, 
that  would  rebound  back  on  themselves,  and  bring  destruction 
upon  their  own  heads,  and  on  those  of  all  their  posterity. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  learning 
with  which  you  will  be  advised,  and  the  liberality  and  nobleness 
of  the  sentiments  with  which  you  are  bom,  to  suspect  that  you 
would,  by  any  abuse  of  the  forms,  and  a  technical  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, deny  justice  to  so  great  a  part  of  the  world,  that  claims 
it  at  your  hands.  Your  lordships  always  had  an  ample  power,  and 
almost  unlimited  jurisdiction ;  you  have  now  a  boundless  object. 
It  is  not  from  this  district,  or  from  that  parish,  not  from  this  city, 
or  the  other  province,  that  relief  is  now  applied  for :  exiled  and 
undone  princes,  extensive  tribes,  suffering  nations,  infinite  descrip- 
tions of  men,  different  in  language,  in  manners,  and  in  rites — men, 
separated  by  every  barrier  of  nature  from  you,  by  the  providence 
of  God  are  blended  in  one  common  cause,  and  are  now  become 
suppliants  at  your  bar.  For  the  honour  of  this  nation,  in  vindica- 
tion of  this  mysterious  providence,  let  it  be  known  that  no  rule 
formed  upon  municipal  maxims  (if  any  such  rule  exists)  will  pre- 
vent the  course  of  that  imperial  justice,  which  you  owe  to  the 
people  that  call  to  you  from  all  parts  of  a  great  disjointed  world. 
For,  situated  as  this  kingdom  is,  an  object,  thank  God,  of  envy  to 
the  rest  of  the  nations ;  its  conduct  in  that  high  and  elevated 
situation  will  undoubtedly  be  scrutinized  with  a  severity  as  great 
as  its  power  is  invidious. 

It  is  well  known  that  enormous  wealth  has  poured  into  this 
country  from  India  through  a  thousand  channels,  public  and  con- 
cealed ;  and  it  is  no  particular  derogation  from  our  honour  to 
suppose  a  possibility  of  being  corrupted  by  that  by  which  other 
empires  have  been  corrupted,  and  assemblies,  almost  as  respectable 
and  venerable  as  your  lordships',  have  been  directly  or  indirectly 
vitiated.  Forty  millions  of  money,  at  least,  have  within  our 
memory  been  brought  from  India  into  England.  In  this  case  the 
most  sacred  judicature  ought  to  look  to  its  reputation.  "Without 
offence  we  may  venture  to  suggest  that  the  best  way  to  secure 
reputation  is,  not  by  a  proud  defiance  of  public  opinion,  but  by 
guiding  our  actions  in  such  a  manner,  as  that  pubhc  opinion  may 
in  the  end  be  securely  defied,  by  having  been  previously  respected 
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and  dreaded.  No  direct  false  judgment  is  apprehended  from  the 
tribunals  of  this  country.  But  it  is  feared  that  partiality  may  lurk 
and  nestle  in  the  abuse  of  our  forms  of  proceeding.  It  is  neces- 
sary, therefore,  that  nothing  in  that  proceeding  should  appear  to 
mark  the  slightest  trace,  should  betray  the  faintest  odour  of  chicane. 
God  forbid  that,  when  you  try  the  most  serious  of  all  causes,  that 
when  you  try  the  cause  of  Asia  in  the  presence  of  Europe,  there 
should  be  the  least  suspicion  that  a  narrow  partiality,  utterly 
destructive  of  justice,  should  so  guide  us,  that  a  British  subject  in 
power  should  appear  in  substance  to  possess  rights,  which  are 
denied  to  the  humble  allies,  to  the  attached  dependents  of  this 
kingdom,  who  by  their  distance  have  a  double  demand  upon  your 
protection,  and  who,  by  an  implicit  (I  hope  not  a  weak  and  use- 
less) trust  in  you,  have  stripped  themselves  of  every  other  resource 
under  heaven. 

I  do  not  say  this  from  any  fear,  doubt,  or  hesitation,  concerning 
what  your  lordships  will  finally  do,  none  in  the  world  ;  but  I  cannot 
shut  my  ears  to  the  rumours,  which  you  all  know  to  be  dissemi- 
nated abroad.  The  abusers  of  power  may  have  a  chance  to  cover 
themselves  by  those  fences  and  intrenchments,  which  were  made  to 
secure  the  liberties  of  the  people  against  men  of  that  very  descrip- 
tion. But  God  forbid  it  should  be  bruited  from  Pekin  to  Paris, 
that  the  laws  of  England  are  for  the  rich  and  the  powerful ;  but  to 
the  poor,  the  miserable,  and  defenceless,  they  afford  no  resource  at 
all.  God  forbid  it  should  be  said,  no  nation  is  equal  to  the  English  in 
substantial  violence  and  in  formal  justice — that  in  this  kingdom  we 
feel  ourselves  competent  to  confer  the  most  extravagant  and  inor- 
dinate powers  upon  public  ministers,  but  that  we  are  deficient, 
poor,  helpless,  lame,  and  impotent  in  the  means  of  calling  them  to 
account  for  their  use  of  them.  An  opinion  has  been  insidiously 
circulated  through  this  kingdom,  and  through  foreign  nations  too, 
that,  in  order  to  cover  our  participation  in  guilt,  and  our  common 
interest  in  the  plunder  of  the  East,  we  have  invented  a  set  of 
scholastic  distinctions,  abhorrent  to  the  common  sense,  and  unpro- 
pitious  to  the  common  necessities  of  mankind ;  by  which  we  are 
to  deny  ourselves  the  knowledge  of  what  the  rest  of  the  world  knows, 
and  what  so  great  a  part  of  the  world  both  knows  and  feels.  I  do 
not  deprecate  any  appearance  which  may  give  countenance  to  this 
aspersion,  from  suspicion  that  any  corrupt  motive  can  influence 
this  court;  I  deprecate  it  from  knowing  that  hitherto  we  have 
moved  within  the  narrow  circle  of  municipal  justice.  I  am  afraid 
that,  from  the  habits  acquired  by  moving  within  a  circumscribed 
sphere,  we  may  be  induced  rather  to  endeavour  at  forcing  nature 
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into  that  municipal  circle,  than  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  national 
justice  to  the  necessities  of  the  empire  we  have  obtained. 

This  is  the  only  thing  which  does  create  any  doubt  or  difficulty 
in  the  minds  of  sober  people.  But  there  are  those  who  will  not  judge 
80  equitably.  Where  two  motives,  neither  of  them  perfectly  justifi- 
able, may  be  assigned,  the  worst  has  the  chance  of  being  preferred. 
If,  from  any  appearance  of  chicane  in  the  court,  justice  should  fail, 
all  men  will  say,  better  there  were  no  tribunals  at  all.  In  my 
humble  opinion,  it  wquld  be  better  a  thousand  times  to  give  all  com- 
plainants the  short  answer  the  dey  of  Algiers  gave  a  British  ambas- 
sador, representing  certain  grievances  suffered  by  the  British 
merchants, — "  My  friend,"  (as  the  story  is  related  by  Dr.  Shawe,) 
"  do  not  you  know,  that  my  subjects  are  a  band  of  robbers,  and 
that  I  am  their  captain  V — better  it  would  be  a  thousand  times,  and 
a  thousand  thousand  times  more  manly,  than  an  hypocritical  process, 
which  imder  a  pretended  reverence  to  punctilious  ceremonies  and 
observances  of  law,  abandons  mankind  without  help  and  resource, 
to  aU  the  desolating  consequences  of  arbitrary  power.  The  conduct 
and  event  of  this  cause  will  put  an  end  to  such  doubts,  wherever 
they  may  be  entertained.  Your  lordships  wiU  exercise  the  great 
plenary  powers  with  which  you  are  invested,  in  a  manner  that  will 
do  honour  to  the  protecting  justice  of  this  kingdom,  that  wiU  com- 
pletely avenge  the  great  people  who  are  subjected  to  it.  You  will 
not  suffer  your  proceedings  to  be  squared  by  any  rules  but  by  their 
necessities,  and  by  that  law  of  a  common  nature,  which  cements 
them  to  us,  and  us  to  them.  The  reports  to  the  contrary  have  been 
spread  abroad  with  uncommon  industry ;  but  they  will  be  speedily 
refuted  by  the  humanity,  simphcity,  dignity,  and  nobleness  of  your 
lordships'  justice. 

Having  said  all  that  I  am  instructed  to  say,  concerning  the  pro- 
cess which  the  House  of  Commons  has  used,  concerning  the  crimes 
which  they  have  chosen,  concerning  the  criminal  upon  whom  they 
attach  the  crimes,  and  concerning  the  evidence  which  they  mean  to 
produce ;  I  am  now  to  proceed  to  open  that  part  of  the  business 
which  falls  to  my  share.  It  is  rather  an  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stances, than  an  enforcement  of  the  crimes. 

Your  lordships  of  course  will  be  apprized,  that  this  cause  is  not 
what  occurs  every  day  in  the  ordinary  round  of  municipal  affairs ; 
that  it  has  a  relation  to  many  things,  that  it  touches  many  points 
in  many  places,  which  are  wholly  removed  from  the  ordmary  beaten 
orbit  of  our  English  affairs.  In  other  affairs,  every  allusion  imme- 
diately meets  its  point  of  reference ;  nothing  can  be  started  that 
does  not  immediately  awaken  to  your  attention  something  in  your 
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own  laws  and  usages,  which  you  meet  with  every  day  in  the  ordinary 
transactions  of  life.  But  here  you  are  caught,  as  it  were,  into 
another  world ;  you  are  to  have  the  way  pioneered  before  you.  As 
the  subject  is  new  it  must  be  explained ;  as  it  is  intricate  as  well  as 
new,  that  explanation  can  be  only  comparatively  short :  and  there- 
fore, knowing  your  lordships  to  be  possessed,  along  with  all  other 
judicial  virtues,  of  the  first  and  foundation  of  them  all,  judicial 
patience,  I  hope  that  you  will  not  grudge  a  few  hours  to  the  ex- 
planation of  that,  which  has  cost  the  commons  fourteen  years' 
assiduous  application  to  acquire — that  your  lordships  will  not  disdain 
to  grant  a  few  hours  to  what  has  cost  the  people  of  India  upwards  of 
thirty  years  of  that  innate,  inveterate,  hereditary  patience  to  endure. 

My  lords,  the  powers  which  Mr.  Hastings  is  charged  with  having 
abused,  are  the  powers  delegated  to  him  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. The  East  India  Company  itself  acts  under  two  very  dissimilar 
sorts  of  powers,  derived  from  two  sources  very  remote  from  each 
other.  The  first  source  of  its  power  is  under  charters,  which  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  was  authorized  by  act  of  parliament  to  grant ; 
the  other  is  from  several  charters  derived  from  the  emperor  of  the 
Moguls,  the  person  in  whose  dominions  they  were  chiefly  con- 
versant:— particularly  that  great  charter,  by  which,  in  the  year 
1766,  they  acquired  the  high  stewardship  of  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orissa.  Under  those  two  bodies  of  charters,  the  East 
India  Company,  and  all  their  servants,  are  authorized  to  act. 

As  to  those  of  the  first  description,  it  is  from  the  British  charters 
that  they  derive  the  capacity,  by  which  they  are  considered  as  a 
public  body,  or  at  all  capable  of  any  public  function.  It  is  from 
thence  they  acquire  the  capacity  to  take  from  any  power  whatsoever 
any  other  charter,  to  acquire  any  other  offices,  or  to  hold  any  other 
possessions.  This  being  the  root  and  origin  of  their  power,  renders 
them  responsible  to  the  party  from  whom  all  their  immediate  and 
consequential  powers  are  derived.  As  they  have  emanated  from 
the  supreme  power  of  this  kingdom,  the  whole  body  and  the  whole 
train  of  their  servants,  the  corporate  body  as  a  corporate  body, 
individuals  as  individuals,  are  responsible  to  the  high  justice  of  this 
kingdom.  In  delegating  great  power  to  the  East  India  Company, 
this  kingdom  has  not  released  its  sovereignty ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
responsibility  of  the  company  is  increased  by  the  greatness  and 
sacredness  of  the  powers  that  have  been  intrusted  to  it.  Attempts 
have  been  made  abroad  to  circulate  a  notion,  that  the  acts  of  the 
East  India  Company  and  their  servants  are  not  cognizable  here.  I 
hope  on  this  occasion  your  lordships  will  show,  that  this  nation 
never  did  give  a  power  without  annexing  to  it  a  proportionable 
degree  of  responsibility. 

VOL.    VII.  u 
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As  to  their  other  powers,  the  company  derives  them  from  the 
Mogul  empire  by  various  charters  from  that  crown,  and  from  the 
great  magistrates  of  that  crown,  and  particularly  by  the  Mogul 
charter  of  1765,  by  which  they  obtained  the  duanni,  that  is,  the 
office  of  lord  high  steward  of  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orissa.  By  that  charter  they  bound  themselves  (and  bound  inclu- 
sively all  their  servants)  to  perform  all  the  duties  belonging  to  that 
new  office,  and  to  be  held  by  all  the  ties  belonging  to  that  new 
relation.  If  the  Mogul  empire  had  existed  in  its  vigour,  they 
would  have  been  bound,  under  that  responsibility,  to  observe  the 
laws,  rights,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  natives;  and  to  pursue 
their  benefit  in  all  things.  For  this  duty  was  inherent  in  the  nature, 
institution,  and  purpose  of  the  office  which  they  received.  If  the 
power  of  the  sovereign,  from  whom  they  derived  these  powers, 
should  by  any  revolution  in  human  affairs  be  annihilated  or  sus- 
pended, their  duty  to  the  people  below  them,  which  was  created 
under  the  Mogul  charter,  is  not  annihilated,  is  not  even  suspended ; 
and  for  their  responsibility  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  they  are 
thrown  back  upon  that  country  (thank  God,  not  annihilated)  from 
whence  their  original  power,  and  all  subsequent  derivative  powers, 
have  flowed.  When  the  company  acquired  that  high  office  in  India, 
an  English  corporation  became  an  integral  part  of  the  Mogul  empire. 
When  G  reat  Britain  virtually  assented  to  that  grant  of  office,  and 
afterwards  took  advantage  of  it.  Great  Britain  guaranteed  the  per- 
formance of  all  its  duties.  Great  Britain  entered  into  a  virtual  act 
of  union  with  that  country ;  by  which  we  bound  ourselves  as  securi- 
ties to  preserve  the  people  in  aU  the  rights,  laws,  and  liberties  which 
their  natural  original  sovereign  was  bound  to  support,  if  he  had  been 
in  condition  to  support  them.  By  the  disposition  of  events  the  two 
duties,  flowing  from  two  different  sources,  are  now  united  in  one. 
The  people  of  India,  therefore,  come  in  the  name  of  the  commons 
of  Great  Britain,  but  in  their  own  right,  to  the  bar  of  this  House, 
before  the  supreme  royal  justice  of  this  kingdom,  from  whence  ori- 
ginally aU  the  powers  under  which  they  have  suffered  were  derived. 

It  may  be  a  little  necessary,  when  we  are  stating  the  powers  the 
company  have  derived  from  their  charter,  and  which  we  state  Mr. 
Hastings  to  have  abused,  to  state  in  as  short  and  as  comprehensive 
words  as  I  can  (for  the  matter  is  large  indeed)  what  the  constitution 
of  that  company  is ;  I  mean  chiefly,  what  it  is  in  reference  to  its 
Indian  service,  the  great  theatre  of  the  abuse.  Your  lordships  will 
naturally  conceive,  that  it  is  not  to  inform  you,  but  to  revive  cir- 
cumstances in  your  memory,  that  I  enter  into  this  detail. 

You  will  therefore  recollect,  that  the  East  India  Company  had  its 
origin  about  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  a  period  of 
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projects,  when  all  sorts  of  commercial  adventures,  companies,  and 
monopolies  were  in  fashion.  At  that  time  the  company  was  con- 
stituted with  extensive  powers  for  increasing  the  commerce  and  the 
honour  of  this  country ;  because  increasing  its  commerce,  without 
increasing  its  honour  and  reputation,  would  have  been  thought  at 
that  time,  and  will  be  thought  now,  a  bad  bargain  for  the  country. 
The  powers  of  the  company  were,  under  that  charter,  merely  com- 
mercial. By  degrees,  as  the  theatre  of  operation  was  distant ;  as 
its  intercourse  was  with  many  great,  some  barbarous,  and  all  of 
them  armed  nations ;  nations  in  which  not  only  the  sovereign  but 
the  subjects  were  armed ;  it  was  found  necessary  to  enlarge  their 
powers.  The  first  power  they  obtained  was  a  power  of  naval  disci- 
pline in  their  ships ;  a  power  which  has  been  since  dropped ;  the 
next  was  a  power  of  law  martial ;  the  next  was  a  power  of  civil,  and 
to  a  degree,  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  within  their  own  factories,  upon 
their  own  people,  and  their  own  servants ;  the  next  was,  and  here 
was  a  stride  indeed,  the  power  of  peace  and  war.  Those  high  and 
almost  incommunicable  prerogatives  of  sovereignty,  which  were 
hardly  ever  known  before  to  be  parted  with  to  any  subjects,  and 
which,  in  several  states,  were  not  wholly  entrusted  to  the  prince  or 
head  of  the  commonwealth  himself,  were  given  to  the  East  India 
Company.  That  company  acquired  these  powers  about  the  end  of 
the  reign  of  Charles  II. ;  and  they  were  afterwards  more  fully,  as 
well  as  more  legally,  given  by  parliament  after  the  Revolution. 
From  this  time,  the  East  India  Company  was  no  longer  merely  a 
mercantile  company,  formed  for  the  extension  of  the  British  com- 
merce ;  it  more  nearly  resembled  a  delegation  of  the  whole  power 
and  sovereignty  of  this  kingdom  sent  into  the  East.  From  that 
time  the  company  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  subordinate  sovereign 
power ;  that  is,  sovereign  with  regard  to  the  objects  which  it 
touched;  subordinate  with  regard  to  the  power  from  whence  its 
great  trust  was  derived.  Under  these  successive  arrangements 
things  took  a  course  very  different  from  their  usual  order.  A  new 
disposition  took  place,  not  dreamt  of  in  the  theories  of  speculative 
politicians ;  and  of  which  few  examples  in  the  least  resembling  it 
have  been  seen  in  the  modern  world,  none  at  all  in  the  ancient. 
In  other  instances  a  political  body,  that  acts  as  a  commonwealth, 
was  first  settled,  and  trade  followed  as  a  consequence  of  the  protec- 
tion obtained  by  political  power ;  but  here  the  course  of  affairs  was 
reversed.  The  constitution  of  the  company  began  in  commerce, 
and  ended  in  empire.  Indeed,  wherever  the  sovereign  powers  of 
peace  and  war  are  given,  there  wants  but  time  and  circumstance  to 
make  these  powers  supersede  every  other.  The  affairs  of  commerce 
will  fall  at  last  into  their  proper  rank  and  situation.     However 
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primary  in  their  original  intention,  they  will  become  secondary. 
The  possession,  therefore,  and  the  power  of  assertion  of  these  great 
authorities,  coinciding  with  the  improved  state  of  Europe,  with  the 
improved  state  of  arts  in  Europe,  with  the  improved  state  of  laws, 
and  what  is  much  more  material,  the  improved  state  of  military 
discipline,  more  and  more  perfected  every  day  vdth  us ; — universal 
improvement  in  Europe  coinciding  with  the  general  decay  of  Asia 
(for  the  proud  day  of  Asia  is  passed) ;  this  improvement  coinciding 
with  the  relaxation  and  dissolution  of  the  Mogul  government,  with 
the  decline  of  its  warlike  spirit,  with  the  total  disuse  of  the  ancient 
strictness  of  the  military  discipline  established  by  Tamerlane ;  the 
India  Company  came  to  be  what  it  is — a  great  empire  carrying  on, 
subordinately,  a  great  commerce ;  it  became  that  thing,  which  was 
supposed  by  the  Roman  law  irreconcilable  to  reason  and  propriety 
— eundem  negotiatorem  et  dominum:  the  same  power  became  the 
general  trader,  the  same  power  became  the  supreme  lord. 

In  this  exalted  situation  the  India  Company,  however,  still  pre- 
serves traces  of  its  original  mercantile  character.  The  whole 
exterior  order  of  its  political  service  is  carried  on  upon  a  mercan- 
tile plan  and  mercantile  principles.  In  fact  the  East  India  Com- 
pany in  Asia  is  a  state  in  the  disguise  of  a  merchant.  Its  whole 
service  is  a  system  of  public  offices  in  the  disguise  of  a  counting- 
house.  Accordingly  the  same  external  order  and  series  of  the 
service,  as  I  observed,  is  commercial ;  the  principal,  the  inward, 
the  real,  is  almost  entirely  political. 

This  system  of  the  company's  service,  its  order  and  discipline, 
is  necessary  to  be  explained  to  your  lordships,  that  you  may  see  in 
what  manner  the  abuses  have  affected  it.  In  the  first  place  all  the 
persons  who  go  abroad  in  the  company's  civil  service,  enter  as 
clerks  in  the  counting-house,  and  are  called  by  a  name  to  corre- 
spond to  it,  writers.  In  that  condition  they  are  obliged  to  serve 
five  years.  The  second  step  is  that  of  a  factor,  in  which  they  are 
obliged  to  serve  three  years.  The  third  step  they  take  is  that  of 
a  junior  mercliant,  in  which  they  are  obliged  to  serve  three  years 
more.  At  that  period  they  become  senior  merchants,  which  is  the 
highest  stage  of  advance  in  the  company's  service ;  a  rank,  by 
which  they  had  pretensions,  before  the  year  1774,  to  the  council, 
to  the  succession  of  the  presidency,  and  to  whatever  other  honours 
the  company  has  to  bestow. 

The  company  had,  in  its  early  times,  established  factories  in 
certain  places ;  which  factories,  by  degrees,  grew  to  the  name  of 
presidencies  and  council,  in  proportion  as  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  company  increased,  and  as  the  poUtical  began  first  to 
struggle  with,  and  at  length  to  predominate  over,  the  mercantile. 


SPEECH,   THIRD    DAY. 


293 


In  this  form  it  continued  till  the  year  1773  ;  when  the  legislature 
broke  in,  for  proper  reasons  urging  them  to  it,  upon  that  order  of 
the  service,  and  appointed  to  the  superior  department  persons  who 
had  no  title  to  that  place  under  the  ordinary  usage  of  the  service. 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  whatever  other  titles  they  might 
have  had,  held  solely  under  the  act  of  parliament  nominating  them 
to  that  authority  ;  but  in  all  other  respects,  except  where  the  act 
and  other  subsequent  acts  have  not  broken  in  upon  it,  the  whole 
course  of  the  service  remains  upon  the  ancient  footing,  that  is,  the 
commercial  footing,  as  to  the  gradation  and  order  of  service. 

Your  lordships  see  here  a  regular  series  of  gradation,  which 
requires  eleven  years  before  any  persons  can  arrive  at  the  highest 
trusts  and  situations.  You  will  therefore  be  astonished,  when  so 
long  a  probationary  service  was  required,  that  effects,  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  to  be  expected  from  long  probation,  have  hap- 
pened ;  and  that  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  those  eleven  years 
you  have  seen  persons  returning  into  this  kingdom  with  affluent, 
with  overbearing  fortunes.  It  will  be  a  great  part  of  your  in- 
quiry, when  we  come  before  your  lordships  to  substantiate  evidence 
against  Mr.  Hastings,  to  discover  how  that  order  came  to  be  so 
completely  broken  down  and  erased,  that  scarce  a  trace  of  it,  for 
any  good  purpose,  remains.  Though  I  will  not  deny  that  that 
order,  or  that  any  order  in  a  state  may  be  superseded  by  the  ruling 
power,  when  great  talents,  upon  pressing  exigencies,  are  to  be 
called  forth  ;  yet  I  must  say  the  order  itself  was  formed  upon  wise 
principles.  It  furnished  the  persons,  who  were  put  in  that  course 
of  probation,  with  an  opportunity  (if  circumstances  enabled  them) 
of  acquiring  experience  in  business  of  revenue,  trade,  and  policy. 
It  gave  to  those  who  watched  them  a  constant  inspection  of  their 
conduct  through  all  their  progress.  On  the  expectants  of  office  it 
imposed  the  necessity  of  acquiring  a  character  in  proportion  to 
their  standing ;  in  order  that  all  which  they  had  gained  by  the 
good  behaviour  of  years,  should  not  be  lost  by  the  misconduct  of  an 
hour.  It  was  a  great  substantial  regulation.  But  scarce  a  trace 
of  the  true  spirit  of  it  remains  to  be  discovered  in  Mr.  Hastings's 
government ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  established  offices,  nay,  whole 
systems  of  offices,  and  especially  a  system  of  offices  in  1781,  which 
being  altogether  new,  none  of  the  rules  of  gradation  applied  to 
them  ;  and  he  filled  those  offices  in  such  a  manner,  as  suited  best, 
not  the  constitution  nor  the  spirit  of  the  service,  but  his  own 
particular  views  and  purposes.  The  consequence  has  been  that 
persons,  in  the  most  immature  stages  of  life,  have  been  appointed 
to  conduct  affairs,  which  required  the  greatest  maturity  of  judg- 
ment,   the   greatest   possible    temper    and   moderation.      Effects 
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naturally  consequent  have  followed  upon  it. — I  shall  not  trouble 
your  lordships  with  any  further  observations  on  this  system  of 
gradation. 

I  must,  however,  remark,  before  I  go  further,  that  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  representation  of  the  East  India  Company,  in  their 
Oriental  territory,  different  from  that,  perhaps,  of  any  other 
nation  that  has  ever  transported  any  part  of  its  power  from  one 
country  to  another.  The  East  India  Company  in  India  is  not 
properly  a  branch  of  the  British  nation  ;  it  is  only  a  deputation  of 
individuals.  When  the  Tartars  entered  into  China,  when  the 
Arabs  and  Tartars  successively  entered  into  Indostan,  when  the 
Goths  and  Vandals  penetrated  into  Europe,  when  the  Normans 
forced  their  way  into  England ;  indeed,  in  all  conquests,  migra- 
tions, settlements,  and  colonizations,  the  new  people  came  as  the 
offset  of  a  nation.  The  company  in  India  does  not  exist  as  a 
national  colony.  In  effect  and  substance  nobody  can  go  thither 
that  does  not  go  in  its  service.  The  English  in  India  are  nothing 
but  a  seminary  for  the  succession  of  oflScers.  They  are  a  nation 
of  placemen  ; — they  are  a  commonwealth  without  a  people  ; — they 
are  a  state  made  up  wholly  of  magistrates.  There  is  nothing  to  be, 
in  propriety,  called  people,  to  watch,  to  inspect,  to  balance  against 
the  power  of  office.  The  power  of  office,  so  far  as  the  English 
nation  is  concerned,  is  the  sole  power  of  the  country.  The  con- 
sequence of  which  is,  that,  being  a  kingdom  of  magistrates,  what 
is  commonly  called  the  esprit  du  corps  is  strong  in  it.  This  spirit 
of  the  body  predominates  equally  in  all  its  parts ;  by  which  the 
members  must  consider  themselves  as  having  a  common  interest, 
and  that  common  interest  separated  both  from  that  of  the  country 
which  sent  them  out,  and  from  that  of  the  country  in  which  they 
act.  No  control  upon  them  exists ;  none,  I  mean,  in  persons,  who 
understand  their  language,  who  understand  their  manners,  or  can 
apply  their  conduct  to  the  laws.  Therefore,  in  a  body  so  consti- 
tuted, confederacy  is  easy,  and  has  been  general.  Your  lordships 
are  not  to  expect  that  that  should  happen  in  such  a  body,  which 
never  happened  in  any  body  or  corporation ;  that  is,  that  they 
should,  in  any  instance,  be  a  proper  check  and  control  upon  them- 
selves. It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things.  The  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  whole  of  the  East  India  Company's  system  is  monopoly 
in  some  sense  or  other.  The  same  principle  predominates  in  the 
service  abroad,  and  the  service  at  home ;  and  both  systems  are 
united  into  one,  animated  with  the  same  spirit,  that  is,  with  the 
corporate  spirit.  The  whole,  taken  together,  is  such  as  has  not 
been  seen  in  the  examples  of  the  Moors,  the  Portuguese,  the 
Spaniards,  the  Romans ;  in  no  old,  in  no  recent  examples.     The 
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Dutch  may  resemble  it,  but  they  have  not  an  empire  properly  so 
denominated.  By  means  of  this  pecuhar  circumstance  it  has  not 
been  difi&cult  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  embody  abuse,  and  to  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  a  regular  system  of  corruption. 

Another  circumstance  in  that  service  is  deserving  of  notice. 
Except  in  the  highest  parts  of  all,  the  emoluments  of  office  do  not 
in  any  degree  correspond  with  the  trust,  nor  the  nature  of  the 
office  with  its  name.  In  other  official  systems  the  style,  in  general, 
is  above  the  function ;  here  it  is  the  reverse.  Under  the  name  of 
junior  merchant,  senior  merchant,  writer,  and  other  petty  appella- 
tions in  the  counting-house,  you  have  magistrates  of  high  dignity, 
you  have  administrators  of  revenues  truly  royal ; — you  have  judges 
civil,  and  in  some  respects  criminal,  who  pass  judgment  upon  the 
greatest  properties  of  a  great  country.  The  legal  public  emolu- 
ments that  belong  to  them,  are  very  often  so  inadequate  to  the 
real  dignity  of  the  character,  that  it  is  impossible,  almost  absolutely 
impossible,  for  the  subordinate  parts  of  it,  which,  though  subor- 
dinate, are  stations  of  power,  to  exist,  as  Englishmen,  who  look  at 
a  fortune  to  be  enjoyed  at  home  as  their  ultimate  object,  and  to 
exist  in  a  state  of  perfect  incorruption  in  that  service. 

In  some  parts  of  Europe,  it  is  true,  that  the  greatest  situations 
are  often  attended  with  but  little  emolument ;  yet  stiU  they  are 
filled.  Why  I  Because  reputation,  glory,  fame,  the  esteem,  the 
love,  the  tears  of  joy,  which  flow  from  happy  sensibility,  the  honest 
applause  of  a  grateful  country,  sometimes  pays  the  cares,  anxieties, 
and  toils,  which  wait  on  great  situations  in  the  commonwealth : 
and  in  these,  they  pay  in  money  what  cannot  be  paid  in  fame  and 
reputation.  It  is  the  reverse  in  the  service  of  the  India  Company. 
Glory  is  not  the  lot  of  subordinate  merit ;  and  all  the  subordinate 
parts  of  the  gradation  are  officers,  who,  in  comparison  with  the 
offices  and  duties  entrusted  with  them,  are  miserably  provided  for ; 
whereas  the  chief  of  each  great  presidency  has  emoluments  securing 
him  against  every  mode  of  temptation.  But  if  this  has  not  secured 
the  head,  we  may  easily  judge  how  the  members  are  to  be  coerced. 
Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  head  of  the  service,  with  high  legal  emolu- 
ments, has  fouled  his  hands  and  sullied  his  government  with  bribes. 
He  has  substituted  oppression  and  tyranny  in  the  place  of  legal 
government.  With  all  that  unbounded,  licentious  power,  which  he 
has  assumed  over  the  pubhc  revenues,  instead  of  endeavouring  to 
find  a  series  of  gradual,  progressive,  honourable,  and  adequate 
rewards,  for  the  persons  who  serve  the  public  in  the  subordinate 
but  powerful  situations,  he  has  left  them  to  prey  upon  the  people 
without  the  smallest  degree  of  control.  In  default  of  honest  emolu- 
ment, there  is  the  unbounded  licence  of  power ;  and  (as  one  of  the 
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honestest  and  ablest  servants  of  the  company  said  to  me  in  conver- 
sation) the  civil  service  of  the  company  resembled  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  Mahrattas,  little  pay,  but  unbounded  licence  to  plunder. 
I  do  not  say  that  some  of  the  salaries  given  in  India  would  not 
sound  well  here :  but  when  you  consider  the  nature  of  the  trusts, 
the  dignity  of  the  situation,  whatever  the  name  of  them  may  be, 
the  powers  that  are  granted,  the  hopes  that  every  man  has  of 
establishing  himself  at  home ;  I  repeat,  it  is  a  source  of  infinite 
grievance — of  infinite  abuse :  of  which  source  of  corrupt  power  we 
charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  having  availed  himself,  in  filling  up  the 
void  of  direct  pay  by  finding  out  and  countenancing  every  kind  of 
oblique  and  unjust  emolument :  though  it  must  be  confessed  that 
he  is  far  from  being  solely  guilty  of  this  offence. 

Another  circumstance  which  distinguishes  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, is  the  youth  of  the  persons  who  are  employed  in  the  system 
of  that  service.  The  servants  have  almost  universally  been  sent 
out  to  begin  their  progress  and  career  in  active  occupation,  and  in  the 
exercise  of  high  authority,  at  that  period  of  life,  which,  in  all  other 
places,  has  been  employed  in  the  course  of  a  rigid  education.  To 
put  the  matter  in  a  few  words,  they  are  transferred  from  slippery 
youth  to  perilous  independence,  from  perilous  independence  to  inor- 
dinate expectations,  from  inordinate  expectations  to  boundless 
power.  School-boys  without  tutors,  minors  without  guardians,  the 
world  is  let  loose  upon  them  with  all  its  temptations  ;  and  they  are 
let  loose  upon  the  world  with  all  the  powers  that  despotism 
involves. 

It  is  further  remarkable,  these  servants  exercise  what  your  lord- 
ships are  now  exercising,  high  judicial  powers :  and  they  exercise 
them  vsdthout  the  smallest  study  of  any  law,  either  general  or  muni- 
cipal. It  is  made  a  sort  of  rule  in  the  service,  a  rule  confirmed 
even  by  the  attempts  that  were  made  to  correct  it,  (I  mean  con- 
firmed by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  when,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, he  undertook  to  be  legislator  for  India,)  that  the  judicial 
character,  the  last  in  the  order  of  legal  progress,  that  to  which  all 
professional  men  look  up  as  the  crown  of  their  labours,  that  ultimate 
hope  of  men  grown  grey  in  professional  practice,  is  among  the  first 
experimental  situations  of  a  company's  servant.  It  is  expressly 
said,  in  that  body  of  regulations  to  which  I  allude,  that  the  office 
and  situation  of  a  judge  of  the  dewanny  courts  of  adawlet  is  to 
be  filled  by  the  Junior  servants  of  the  company ;  and,  as  the  judicial 
emolument  is  not  substantially  equal  to  that  of  other  situations,  the 
office  of  a  judge  is  to  be  taken,  as  it  were,  in  transitu,  as  a  passage 
to  other  offices  not  of  a  judicial  nature.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  a 
young  man  has  supplied  the  defects  of  his  education  by  the  advan- 
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tage  of  some  experience,  he  is  immediately  translated  to  a  totally 
different  office  ;  and  another  young  man  is  substituted,  to  learn,  at 
the  expense  of  the  property  of  India,  to  fill  a  situation  which,  when 
he  may  be  qualified  to  fill,  he  is  no  longer  to  hold. 

It  is  in  a  great  measure  the  same  with  regard  to  the  other  situ- 
ations. They  are  the  situations  of  great  statesmen,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  the  world,  require,  to  fill  properly,  rather  a 
large  converse  with  men  and  much  intercourse  in  life,  than  deep 
study  of  books ;  though  that,  too,  has  its  eminent  service.  We 
know  that  in  the  habits  of  civilized  life,  in  cultivated  society,  there 
is  imbibed  by  men  a  good  deal  of  the  solid  practice  of  government, 
of  the  true  maxims  of  state,  and  every  thing  that  enables  a  man  to 
serve  his  country.  But  these  men  are  sent  over  to  exercise  func- 
tions, at  which  a  statesman  here  would  tremble,  without  any  theo- 
retical study,  and  without  any  of  that  sort  of  experience,  which,  in 
mixed  societies  of  business  and  converse,  form  men  gradually  and 
insensibly  to  great  affairs.  Low  cunning,  intrigue,  and  stratagem, 
are  soon  acquired ;  but  manly,  durable  policy,  which  never  sacri- 
fices the  general  interest  to  a  partial  or  momentary  advantage,  is 
not  so  cheaply  formed  in  the  human  understanding. 

Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  defence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
in  the  defences  he  has  made  before  your  lordships,  has  lamented  his 
own  situation  in  this  particular.  It  was  much  to  be  lamented 
indeed.  How  far  it  will  furnish  justification,  extenuation,  or  pallia- 
tion of  his  conduct,  when  we  come  to  examine  that  conduct,  will  be 
seen. 

These  circumstances  in  the  system  have,  in  a  great  degree, 
vitiated  and  perverted  what  is  in  reality,  and  many  things  are  in 
reality,  excellent  in  it.  They  have  rendered  the  application  of  all 
correctives  and  remedies  to  abuse,  at  best,  precarious  in  their  opera- 
tion. The  laws  that  we  have  made,  the  covenants  which  the  com- 
pany has  obliged  its  servants  to  enter  into,  the  occasional  orders 
that  have  been  given,  at  least  ostensibly  good,  all  have  proved 
noxious  to  the  country,  instead  of  beneficial.  To  illustrate  this 
point,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  the  servants  of 
the  company  are  obliged  to  enter  into  that  service,  not  only  with  an 
impression  of  the  general  duty  which  attaches  upon  all  servants, 
but  are  obliged  to  engage  in  a  specific  covenant  with  their  masters, 
to  perform  all  the  duties  described  in  that  covenant  (which  are  all 
the  duties  of  their  relation)  under  heavy  penalties.  They  are 
bound  to  a  repetition  of  these  covenants  at  every  step  of  their  pro- 
gress, from  writer  to  factor,  from  factor  to  junior  merchant,  and 
from  junior  merchant  to  senior  merchant.  They  ought,  according 
to  the  rule,  to  renew  these  covenants  at  these  times  by  some- 
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thing,  (I  speak  without  offence,)  which  may  be  said  to  resemble 
confirmation  in  the  church.  They  are  obliged  to  renew  their 
obligation  in  particular  to  receive  no  gifts,  gratuities,  or  presents 
whatsoever. 

This  scheme  of  covenants  would  have  been  wise  and  proper,  if  it 
had  belonged  to  a  judicious  order  and  rational  consistent  scheme  of 
discipline.  The  orders  of  the  company  have  forbidden  their  ser- 
vants to  take  any  extraneous  emoluments.  The  act  of  parliament 
has  fulminated  against  them.  Clear  positive  laws,  and  clear  positive 
private  engagements,  have  no  exception  of  circumstances  in  them, 
no  difference  quoad  majus  et  minus,  but  every  one  who  offends 
against  the  law  is  liable  to  the  law.  The  consequence  is  this ; — 
he  who  has  deviated  but  an  inch  from  the  straight  line,  he  who  has 
taken  but  one  penny  of  unlawful  emolument — and  all  have  taken 
many  pennies  of  unlawful  emolument — does  not  dare  to  complain 
of  the  most  abandoned  extortion  and  cruel  oppression  in  any  of  his 
fellow-servants.  He  who  has  taken  a  trifle,  perhaps  as  the  reward 
of  a  good  action,  is  obliged  to  be  silent  when  he  sees  whole  nations 
desolated  around  him.  The  great  criminal,  at  the  head  of  the 
service,  has  the  laws  in  his  hand ;  he  is  always  able  to  prove  the 
small  offence,  and  crush  the  person  who  has  committed  it.  This  is 
one  grand  source  of  Mr.  Hastings's  power.  After  he  had  got  the 
better  of  the  parliamentary  commission,  no  complaint  from  any 
part  of  the  service  has  appeared  against  Mr.  Hastings.  He  is 
bold  enough  to  state  it  as  one  presumption  of  his  merit,  that  there 
has  been  no  such  complaint.  No  such  complaint,  indeed,  can  exist. 
The  spirit  of  the  corps  would,  of  itself,  almost  forbid  it ;  to  which 
spirit  an  informer  is  the  most  odious  and  detestable  of  all  cha- 
racters, and  is  hunted  down,  and  has  always  been  hunted  down, 
as  a  common  enemy.  But  here  is  a  new  security.  Who  can  com- 
plain, or  dares  to  accuse  ?  The  whole  service  is  irregular :  nobody 
is  free  from  small  offences ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  the  great  offender 
can  always  crush  the  small  one.  If  you  examine  the  correspondence 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  you  would  imagine,  from  many  expressions  very 
deliberately  used  by  him,  that  the  company's  service  was  made  out 
of  the  very  filth  and  dregs  of  human  corruption ;  but  if  you  examine 
his  conduct  towards  the  corrupt  body  he  describes,  you  would 
imagine  he  had  lived  in  the  speculative  schemes  of  visionary 
perfection. 

He  was  fourteen  years  at  the  head  of  that  service ;  and  there  is 
not  an  instance,  no,  not  one  single  instance,  in  which  he  endeavoured 
to  detect  corruption — or  that  he  ever,  in  any  one  single  instance, 
attempted  to  punish  it ;  but  the  whole  service,  with  that  whole 
mass  of  enormity  which  he  attributes  to  it,  slept,  a.s  it  were,  at 
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once  under  his  terror  and  his  protection; — under  his  protection, 
if  they  did  not  dare  to  move  against  him ;  under  terror,  from  his 
power  to  pluck  out  individuals  and  make  a  public  example  of  them, 
Ti^henever  he  thought  fit.  And  therefore  that  service,  under  his 
guidance  and  influence,  was,  beyond  even  what  its  own  nature 
disposed  it  to,  a  service  of  confederacy,  a  service  of  connivance, 
a  service  composed  of  various  systems  of  guUt,  of  which  ^Ir. 
Hastings  was  the  head  and  the  protector.  But  this  general  con- 
nivance he  did  not  think  sufficient  to  secure  to  him  the  general 
support  of  the  Indian  interest.  He  went  further.  We  shall  prove 
to  your  lordships,  that  when  the  company  were  driven  by  shame, 
not  by  inclination,  to  order  several  prosecutions  against  delinquents 
in  their  service,  Mr.  Hastings,  directly  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his 
office, — directly  contrary  to  the  express  and  positive  law  of  the 
court  of  directors,  which  law  parliament  had  bound  upon  him  as 
his  rule  of  action, — not  satisfied  with  his  long  tacit  connivance, 
ventured,  before  he  left  his  government  and  among  his  last  acts,  to 
pass  a  general  act  of  pardon  and  indemnity,  and  at  once  ordered 
the  whole  body  of  the  prosecutions,  directed  by  his  masters,  the 
company,  to  be  discharged. 

Having  had  fourteen  years'  lease  of  connivance  to  bestow,  and 
giving  at  the  end  a  general  release  of  all  suits  and  actions,  he  now 
puts  himself  at  the  head  of  a  vast  body  enriched  by  his  bounties, 
connivances,  and  indemnities,  and  expects  the  support  of  those 
whom  he  had  thus  fully  rewarded  and  discharged  from  the  pursuit 
of  the  laws.  You  will  find,  in  the  course  of  this  business,  that 
when  charges  have  been  brought  against  him  of  any  bribery,  cor- 
ruption, or  other  malversation,  his  course  has  been  to  answer  little 
or  nothing  to  that  specific  bribery,  corruption,  or  malversation ; 
his  way  has  been  to  call  on  the  court  of  directors  to  inquire  of  every 
servant  who  comes  to  Europe,  and  to  say  whether  there  was  any 
one  man  in  it  that  will  give  him  an  ill  word.  He  has  put  himself 
into  a  situation  in  which  he  may  always  safely  call  to  his  character, 
and  will  always  find  himself  utterly  incapable  of  justifying  his  con- 
duct. So  far  I  have  troubled  your  lordships  with  the  system  of 
confederacy  and  connivance  which,  under  his  auspices,  was  the  vital 
principle  of  almost  the  whole  service. 

There  is  one  member  of  the  service  which  I  have  omitted ;  but 
whether  I  ought  to  have  put  it  first,  or,  as  I  do  now,  last,  I  must 
confess  I  am  at  some  loss ;  because,  though  it  appears  to  be  the 
lowest  (if  any  regular)  part  of  the  service,  it  is  by  far  the  most 
considerable  and  the  most  efficient ;  without  a  full  consideration 
and  explanation  of  which  hardly  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
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Hastings,  and  of  many  others  that  may  be  in  his  situation,  can  be 
fully  understood. 

I  have  given  your  lordships  an  account  of  writers,  factors, 
merchants,  who  exercise  the  office  of  judges,  lord  chancellors, 
chancellors  of  the  exchequer,  ministers  of  state,  and  managers 
of  great  revenues.  But  there  is  another  description  of  men,  of 
more  importance  than  them  all,  a  description  you  have  often  heard 
of,  but  which  has  not  been  sufficiently  explained;  I  mean  the 
banyan.  When  the  >  company's  service  was  no  more  than  mer- 
cantile, and  the  servants  were  generally  unacquainted  with  the 
country,  they  used  the  intervention  of  certain  factors  among  the 
natives,  which  were  called  banyans :  we  called  them  so,  because 
they  were  of  the  tribe  or  caste  of  the  banyans  or  merchants,  the 
Indians  being  generally  distributed  into  trades  according  to  their 
tribes.  The  name  still  continues  when  the  functions  of  the  banyans 
are  totally  altered.  The  banyan  is  known  by  other  appellations. 
He  is  called  dewan  or  steward ;  and,  indeed,  this  is  a  term  with 
more  propriety  applied  to  him  in  several  of  his  functions.  He  is, 
by  his  name  of  office,  the  steward  of  the  household  to  the  European 
gentleman  :  he  has  the  management  of  his  affairs,  and  the  ordering 
of  his  servants.  He  is  himself  a  domestic  servant,  and  generally 
chosen  out  of  that  class  of  natives,  who,  by  being  habituated  to 
misery  and  subjection,  can  submit  to  any  orders,  and  are  fit  for 
any  of  the  basest  services.  Trained  under  oppression  (it  is  the 
true  education)  they  are  fit  to  oppress  others.  They  serve  an 
apprenticeship  of  servitude  to  qualify  them  for  the  trade  of  tyranny. 
They  know  all  the  devices,  all  the  little  frauds,  all  the  artifices  and 
contrivances,  the  whole  panoply  of  the  defensive  armour  by  which 
ingenious  slavery  secures  itself  against  the  violence  of  power. 
They  know  all  the  lurking  holes,  all  the  winding  recesses,  of  the 
unfortunate ;  and  they  hunt  out  distress  and  misery  even  to  their 
last  retreats.  They  have  suffered  themselves  ;  but,  far  from  being 
taught  by  those  sufferings  to  abstain  from  rigour,  they  have  only 
learned  the  methods  of  afflicting  their  fellow-slaves.  They  have 
the  best  intelligence  of  what  is  done  in  England.  The  moment  a 
company's  servant  arrives  in  India,  and  his  English  connexions  are 
known  to  be  powerful,  some  of  that  daas  of  people  immediately  take 
possession  of  him,  as  if  he  were  their  inheritance.  They  have 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  its  affairs  ;  they  have  money ;  they 
have  the  arts  of  making  money.  The  gentleman  who  comes  from 
England  has  none  of  these  ;  he  enters  into  that  world,  as  he  enters 
into  the  world  at  large,  naked.  His  portion  is  great  simplicity, 
great  indigence,  and  a  strong  disposition  to  relieve  himself.     The 
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banyan,  once  in  possession,  employs  his  tyranny,  not  only  over  the 
native  people  of  his  country,  but  often  over  the  master  himself, 
who  has  little  other  share  in  the  proceedings  of  his  servant,  but  in 
giving  him  the  ticket  of  his  name  to  mark  that  he  is  connected 
with,  and  supported  by,  an  European,  who  is  himself  well  connected 
and  supported  at  home.  This  is  a  commission  which  nothing  can 
resist.  From  that  moment  forward  it  is  not  the  Englishman,  it  is 
the  black  banyan  that  is  the  master.  The  nominal  master  often 
lives  from  his  hand.  We  know  how  young  men  are  sent  out  of 
this  country :  we  know  how  happy  we  are  to  hear  soon  that  they 
are  no  longer  a  burden  to  their  friends  and  parents.  The  banyan 
knows  it  too.  He  supplies  the  young  servant  with  money.  He 
has  him  under  his  power ;  first,  from  the  necessity  of  employing 
such  a  man ;  and  next  (and  this  is  the  more  important  of  the  two), 
he  has  that  dreadful  power  over  his  master  which  every  creditor 
has  over  his  debtor.  Actions  the  most  abhorrent  to  his  nature  he 
must  see  done  before  his  face  ;  and  thousands  and  thousands  worse 
are  done  in  his  absence,  and  he  dare  not  complain.  The  banyan 
extorts,  robs,  plunders,  and  then  gives  him  just  what  proportion  of 
the  spoil  he  pleases.  If  the  master  should  murmur,  the  very  power 
that  was  sent  over  to  protect  the  people  of  India  from  these  very 
abuses  (the  best  things  being  perverted  when  applied  to  unknown 
objects  and  put  into  unsuitable  situations) — the  very  laws  of 
England,  by  making  the  recovery  of  debts  more  easy,  infinitely 
increase  the  power  of  the  banyan  over  his  master.  Thus  the 
supreme  court  of  justice,  the  destined  corrector  of  all  abuses, 
becomes  a  collateral  security  for  that  abominable  tyranny  exercised 
by  the  monied  banyans  over  Europeans  as  well  as  the  natives.  So 
that  while  we  are  here  boasting  of  the  British  power  in  the  East, 
we  are  in  perhaps  more  than  half  our  service  nothing  but  the 
inferior,  miserable  instruments  of  the  tyranny  which  the  lowest 
part  of  the  natives  of  India  exercise  to  the  disgrace  of  the  British 
authority,  and  to  the  ruin  of  all  that  is  respectable  among  their 
own  countrymen.  They  have  subverted  the  first  houses,  totally 
ruined  and  undone  the  country,  cheated  and  defrauded  the  revenue  ; 
the  master  a  silent,  sometimes  a  melancholy  spectator,  until  some 
office  of  high  emolument  has  emancipated  him.  This  has  often 
been  the  true  reason  that  the  company''s  servants  in  India,  in  order 
to  free  themselves  from  this  horrid  and  atrocious  servitude,  are 
obliged  to  become  instruments  of  another  tyranny,  and  must  pros- 
titute themselves  to  men  in  power,  in  order  to  obtain  some  office 
that  may  enable  them  to  escape  the  servitudes  below,  and  enable 
them  to  pay  their  debts.  And  thus  many  have  become  the  instru- 
ments of  Mr.  Hastings. 
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These  banyans  or  dewans  were  originally  among  the  lower  castes 
in  the  country.  But  now,  it  is  true,  that  after  seeing  the  power 
and  profits  of  these  men ;  that  there  is  neither  power,  profession, 
nor  occupation  to  be  had,  which  a  reputable  person  can  exercise, 
but  through  that  channel ;  men  of  higher  castes,  and  born  to  better 
things,  have  thrown  themselves  into  that  disgraceful  servitude,  have 
become  menial  servants  to  Enghshmen,  that  they  might  rise  by 
their  degradation.  But  whoever  they  are,  or  of  whatever  birth, 
they  have  equally  prostituted  their  integrity ;  they  have  equally 
lost  their  character;  and,  once  entered  into  that  course  of  life, 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  best  castes  and  the  worst.  That 
system  Mr.  Hastings  confirmed,  established,  increased,  and  made 
the  instrument  of  the  most  austere  t}Tanny,  of  the  basest  pecula- 
tions, and  the  most  scandalous  and  iniquitous  extortions. 

In  the  description  I  have  given  of  banyans  a  distinction  is  to  be 
made.  Your  lordships  must  distinguish  the  banyans  of  the  British 
servants  in  subordinate  situations,  and  the  banyans  who  are  such 
to  persons  in  higher  authority.  In  the  latter  case  the  banyan  is  in 
strict  subordination,  because  he  may  always  be  ruined  by  his  supe- 
rior ;  whereas  in  the  former,  it  is  always  in  his  power  to  ruin  his 
nominal  superior.  It  was  not  through  fear,  but  voluntarily,  and 
not  for  the  banyan's  purposes,  but  his  own,  Mr.  Ha.stings  has 
brought  forward  his  banyan.  He  seated  him  in  the  houses  of 
the  principal  nobility,  and  invested  him  with  farms  of  the  revenue ; 
he  has  given  him  enormous  jobs ;  he  has  put  him  over  the 
heads  of  a  nobility,  which,  for  their  grandeur,  antiquity,  and 
dignity,  might  almost  be  matched  with  your  lordships.  He  has 
made  him  supreme  ecclesiastical  judge,  judge  even  of  the  very 
castes,  in  the  preservation  of  the  separate  rules  and  separate  privi- 
leges of  which  that  people  exists.  He,  who  has  dominion  over  the 
caste,  has  an  absolute  power  over  something  more  than  life  and 
fortune. 

Such  is  that  first  or  last  (I  know  not  which  to  call  it)  order  in 
the  company's  service  called  a  banyan.  The  mutseddies,  clerks, 
accountants,  of  Calcutta,  generally  fall  under  this  description. 
Your  lordships  will  see  hereafter  the  necessity  of  giving  you,  in  the 
opening  the  case,  an  idea  of  the  situation  of  a  banyan.  You  will  see,  as 
no  Englishman,  properly  speaking,  acts  by  himself,  that  he  must  be 
made  responsible  for  that  person  called  his  banyan ;  for  the  power 
he  either  uses  under  him,  or  the  power  he  has  acquired  over  him. 
The  banyan  escapes,  in  the  night  of  his  complexion  and  situation, 
the  inquiry  that  a  white  man  cannot  stand  before  in  this  country. 
Through  the  banyans,  or  other  black  natives,  a  bad  servant  of  the 
company  receives  his   bribes.     Through  them   he  decides  falsely 
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against  the  titles  of  litigants  in  the  court  of  castes,  or  in  the  offices 
of  public  registry.  Through  them  Mr.  Hastings  has  exercised 
oppressions,  which,  I  will  venture  to  say,  in  his  own  name,  in  his 
own  character,  daring  as  he  is  (and  he  is  the  most  daring  criminal 
that  ever  existed),  he  never  would  dare  to  practise.  Many,  if  not 
most,  of  the  iniquities  of  his  interior  bad  administration  have  been 
perpetrated  through  these  banyans,  or  other  native  agents  and 
confidants ;  and  we  shall  show  you  that  he  is  not  satisfied  with  one 
of  them ;  confiding  few  of  his  secrets  to  Europeans,  and  hardly  any 
of  his  instruments,  either  native  or  European,  knowing  the  secrets 
of  each  other.  This  is  the  system  of  banyanism,  and  of  conceal- 
ment, which  Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  eradicating  out  of  the  service, 
has  propagated  by  example  and  by  support,  and  enlarged  by  con- 
verting even  Europeans  into  that  dark  and  insidious  character. 

I  have  explained,  or  endeavoured  to  explain,  to  your  lordships 
these  circumstances  of  the  true  spirit,  genius,  and  character,  more 
than  the  ostensible  institutions  of  the  company's  service ;  I  now 
shall  beg  leave  to  bring  before  you  one  institution,  taken  from  the 
mercantile  constitution  of  the  company,  so  excellent,  that  I  will 
venture  to  say  that  human  wisdom  has  never  exceeded  it.  In  this 
excellent  institution  the  counting-house  gave  lessons  to  the  state. 
The  active,  awakened,  and  enlightened  principle  of  self-interest 
will  provide  a  better  system  for  the  guard  of  that  interest  than  the 
cold,  drowsy  wisdom  of  those  who  provide  for  a  good  out  of  them- 
selves, ever  contrived  for  the  public.  The  plans  sketched  by 
private  prudence  for  private  interest,  the  regulations  by  mercantile 
men  for  their  mercantile  purposes,  when  they  can  be  applied  to  the 
discipline  and  order  of  the  state,  produce  a  discipline  and  order, 
which  no  state  should  be  ashamed  to  copy.  The  company's  mer- 
cantile regulations  are  admirably  fitted  for  the  government  of  a 
remote,  large,  disjointed  empire.  As  merchants,  having  factors 
abroad  in  distant  parts  of  the  world,  they  have  obliged  them  to  a 
minuteness  and  strictness  of  register,  and  to  a  regularity  of  corre- 
spondence, which  no  state  has  ever  used  in  the  same  degree  with 
regard  to  its  public  ministers.  The  company  has  made  it  a  funda- 
mental part  of  their  constitution,  that  almost  their  whole  govern- 
ment shall  be  a  written  government.  Your  lordships  will  observe, 
in  the  course  of  the  proceeding,  the  propriety  of  opening  fully  to 
you  this  circumstance  in  the  government  of  India ;  that  is,  that 
the  company's  government  is  a  government  of  writing ;  a  govern- 
ment of  record.  The  strictest  court  of  justice,  in  its  proceeding, 
is  not  more,  perhaps  not  so  much  a  court  of  record  as  the  India 
Company's  executive  service  is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  all  its  pro- 
ceedings. 
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In  the  first  place,  they  oblige  their  servants  to  keep  a  journal 
or  diary  of  all  their  transactions,  public  and  private:  they  are 
bound  to  do  this  by  an  express  covenant.  They  oblige  them,  as  a 
corrective  upon  that  diary,  to  keep  a  letter-book,  in  which  all  their 
letters  are  to  be  regularly  entered.  And  they  are  bound,  by  the 
same  covenant,  to  produce  all  those  books  upon  requisition,  although 
they  should  be  mixed  vpith  affairs  concerning  their  own  private 
negotiations  and  transactions  of  commerce,  or  their  closest  and  most 
retired  concerns  in  private  life.  But,  as  the  great  corrective  of  all, 
they  have  contrived  that  every  proceeding  in  public  council  shall 
be  written: — no  debates  merely  verbal.  The  arguments,  first  or 
last,  are  to  be  in  writing,  and  recorded.  All  other  bodies,  the 
houses  of  lords,  commons,  privy  council,  cabinet  councils  for  secret 
state  deliberations,  enter  only  resolves,  decisions,  and  final  resolutions 
of  affairs ;  the  argument,  the  discussion,  the  dissent,  does  very 
rarely,  if  at  all,  appear.  But  the  company  has  proceeded  much 
further,  and  done  much  more  wisely,  because  they  proceeded  upon 
mercantile  principles ;  and  they  have  provided,  either  by  orders  or 
course  of  office,  that  all  shall  be  written,  the  proposition,  the  argu- 
ment, the  dissent.  This  is  not  confined  to  their  great  council; 
but  this  order  ought  to  be  observed,  as  I  conceive,  and  I  see  con- 
siderable traces  of  it  in  practice,  in  every  provincial  council,  whilst 
the  provincial  councils  existed,  and  even  down  to  the  minutest  ramifi- 
cation of  their  service.  These  books,  in  a  progression  from  the 
lowest  councils  to  the  highest  presidency,  are  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted, duplicate  and  triplicate,  by  every  ship  that  sails  to  Europe, 
On  this  system  an  able  servant  of  the  company,  and  high  in  their 
service,  has  recorded  his  opinion,  and  strongly  expressed  his  senti- 
ments. Writing  to  the  court  of  directors,  he  says,  "  It  ought  to 
be  remembered  that  the  basis  upon  which  you  rose  to  power,  and 
have  been  able  to  stand  the  shock  of  repeated  convulsions,  has  been 
the  accuracy  and  simplicity  of  mercantile  method,  which  makes 
every  transaction  in  your  service,  and  every  expenditure  a  matter  of 
record." 

JMy  lords,  this  method  not  only  must  produce  to  them,  if  strictly 
observed,  a  more  accurate  idea  of  the  nature  of  their  affairs,  and 
the  nature  of  their  expenditures,  but  it  must  afford  them  no  trivial 
opportunity  and  means  of  knowing  the  true  characters  of  their 
servants,  their  capacities,  their  ways  of  thinking,  the  turn  and  bias 
of  their  minds.  If  well  employed,  and  but  a  little  improved,  the 
East  India  Company  possessed  an  advantage  unknown  before  to  the 
chief  of  a  remote  government.  In  the  most  remote  parts  of  the 
world,  and  in  the  minutest  parts  of  a  remote  sei-vice,  every  thing 
came  before  the  principal   with   a   domestic   accuracy   and   local 
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familiarity.  It  was  in  the  power  of  a  director,  sitting  in  London, 
to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  every  incident  that  happened 
upon  the  Ganges  and  the  Grogra. 

The  use  of  this  recorded  system  did  not  consist  only  in  the  facility 
of  discovering  what  the  nature  of  their  affairs,  and  the  character 
and  capacity  of  their  servants  was,  but  it  furnished  the  means  of 
detecting  their  misconduct ;  frequently  of  proving  it  too,  and  of 
producing  the  evidence  to  it  judicially  under  their  own  hands.  For 
your  lordships  must  have  observed,  that  it  is  rare  indeed,  that,  in  a 
continued  course  of  evil  practices,  any  uniform  method  of  proceeding 
will  serve  the  purposes  of  the  delinquent.  Innocence  is  plain,  direct, 
and  simple ;  guilt  is  a  crooked,  intricate,  inconstant,  and  various 
thing.  The  iniquitous  job  of  to-day  may  be  covered  by  specious 
reasons ;  but  when  the  job  of  iniquity  of  to-morrow  succeeds, 
the  reasons  that  have  coloured  the  first  crime  may  expose  the 
second  malversation.  The  man  of  fraud  falls  into  contradiction, 
prevarication,  confusion.  This  hastens,  this  facilitates  conviction. 
Besides,  time  is  not  allowed  for  corrupting  the  records.  They  are 
flown  out  of  their  hands  :  they  are  in  Europe :  they  are  safe  in  the 
registers  of  the  company  ;  perhaps  they  are  under  the  eye  of  parlia- 
ment, before  the  writers  of  them  have  time  to  invent  an  excuse  for 
a  direct  contrary  conduct  to  that,  to  which  their  former  pretended 
principles  applied.  This  is  a  great,  a  material  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  company.  My  lords,  I  do  not  think  it  to  be  much 
apologized  for,  if  I  repeat,  that  this  is  the  fundamental  regulation  of 
that  service ;  and  which,  if  preserved  in  the  first  instance,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  in  official  practice  in  India,  and  then  used  as  it  ought 
to  be  in  England,  would  afford  such  a  mode  of  governing  a  great, 
foreign,  dispersed  empire,  as,  I  will  venture  to  say,  few  countries 
ever  possessed  even  in  governing  the  most  limited  and  narrow  juris- 
diction. 

It  was  the  great  business  of  Mr.  Hastings's  policy  to  subvert  this 
great  political  edifice.  His  first  mode  of  subverting  it  was  by  com- 
manding the  public  ministers,  paid  by  the  company,  to  deliver  their 
correspondence  upon  the  most  critical  and  momentous  affairs  to 
him,  in  order  to  be  suppressed  and  destroyed  at  his  pleasure.  To 
support  him  in  this  plan  of  spoliation,  he  has  made  a  mischievous 
distinction  in  public  business  between  public  and  private  corre- 
spondence. The  company's  orders  and  covenants  made  none.  There 
are,  readily  I  admit,  thousands  of  occasions,  in  which  it  is  not  proper 
to  divulge  promiscuously  a  private  correspondence,  though  on  pub- 
lic affairs,  to  the  world ;  but  there  is  no  occasion  in  which  it  is  not 
a  necessary  duty,  on  requisition,  to  communicate  your  correspond- 
ence to  those,   who  form  the  paramount  government,  on  whose 
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interests,  and  on  whose  concerns,  and  under  whose  authority,  this 
correspondence  has  been  carried  on.  The  very  same  reasons  which 
require  secrecy  with  regard  to  others,  demand  the  freest  communi- 
cation to  them.  But  Mr.  Hastings  has  established  principles  of  con- 
fidence and  secrecy  towards  himself,  which  have  cut  off  all  confidence 
between  the  directors  and  their  ministers,  and  effectually  kept  them 
at  least  out  of  the  secret  of  their  own  affairs. 

Without  entering  into  all  the  practices,  by  which  he  has 
attempted  to  maim  the  company's  records,  I  shall  state  one  more 
to  your  lordships;  that  is,  his  avowed  appointment  of  spies  and 
under-agents,  who  shall  carry  on  the  real  state  business,  while  there 
are  public  and  ostensible  agents,  who  are  not  in  the  secret.  The 
correspondence  of  those  private  agents  he  holds  in  his  own  hands, 
communicates  as  he  thinks  proper,  but  most  commonly  withholds. 
There  remains  nothing  for  the  directors  but  the  shell  and  husk 
of  a  dry,  formal,  official  correspondence,  which  neither  means  any 
thing,  nor  was  intended  to  mean  any  thing. 

These  are  some  of  the  methods  by  which  he  has  defeated  the 
purposes  of  the  excellent  institution  of  a  recorded  administration. 
But  there  are  cases  to  be  brought  before  this  court,  in  which  he 
has  laid  the  axe  at  once  to  the  root ;  which  was,  by  delegating  out 
of  his  own  hands  a  great  department  of  the  powers  of  the  company, 
which  he  was  himself  bound  to  execute,  to  a  board,  which  was  not 
bound  to  record  their  deliberations  with  the  same  strictness  as  he 
himself  was  bound.  He  appointed  of  his  own  usurped  authority  a 
board  for  the  administration  of  the  revenue,  the  members  of  which 
were  expressly  dispensed  from  recording  their  dissents,  until  they 
chose  it ;  and  in  that  office,  as  in  a  great  gulf,  a  most  important 
part  of  the  company's  transactions  has  been  buried. 

Notwithstanding  his  unwearied  pains  in  the  work  of  spoliation, 
some  precious  fragments  are  left,  which  we  ought  infinitely  to  value; 
by  which  we  may  learn,  and  lament,  the  loss  of  what  he  has  destroyed. 
If  it  were  not  for  those  inestimable  fragments  and  wrecks  of  the 
re  corded  government,  which  have  been  saved  from  the  destruction 
which  Mr.  Hastings  intended  for  them  all,  the  most  shameful 
enormities,  that  have  ever  disgraced  a  government,  or  harassed  a 
people,  would  only  be  known  in  this  country  by  secret  whispers,  and 
unauthenticated  anecdotes :  the  disgracers  of  government,  the  vexers 
and  afflicters  of  mankind,  instead  of  being  brought  before  an  awful 
public  tribunal,  might  have  been  honoured  with  the  highest  distinc- 
tions and  rewards  their  country  has  to  bestow;  and  sordid  bribery, 
base  peculation,  iron-handed  extortion,  fierce,  unrelenting  tyranny, 
might  themselves  have  been  invested  with  those  sacred  robes  of 
justice,  before  which  this  day  they  have  cause  to  tremble. 
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Mr.  Hastings,  sensible  of  what  he  suffers  from  this  register  of 
acts  and  opinions,  has  endeavoured  to  discredit  and  ruin  what 
remains  of  it.  He  refuses,  in  his  defence  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  letters  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  various  writings  and  declara- 
tions, he  refuses  to  be  tried  by  his  own  recorded  declarations ;  he 
refuses  to  be  bound  by  his  own  opinions,  delivered  under  his  own 
hand.  He  knows  that  he  and  the  record  cannot  exist  together.  He 
knows  that  what  remains  of  the  written  constitution  which  he  has 
not  destroyed,  is  enough  to  destroy  him.  He  claims  a  privilege  of 
systematic  inconstancy ;  a  privilege  of  prevarication ;  a  privilege  of 
contradiction ;  a  privilege  of  not  only  changing  his  conduct,  but 
the  principles  of  his  conduct,  whenever  it  suits  his  occasions.  But 
I  hope  your  lordships  will  show  the  destroyers  of  that  v*dse  constitu- 
tion, and  the  destroyers  of  those  records  which  are  to  be  the  securi- 
ties against  malversation  in  office,  the  discoverers  and  avengers  of 
it,  that  whoever  destroys  the  discoverer  establishes  the  iniquity ; 
that,  therefore,  your  lordships  wUl  bind  him  to  his  own  declarations, 
given  on  record  under  his  own  hand ;  that  you  will  say  to  this 
unfaithful  servant  of  the  company,  what  was  said  to  another 
unfaithful  person  upon  a  far  less  occasion  by  a  far  greater  autho- 
rity, "  out  of  thy  own  mouth  will  I  judge  thee,  thou  wicked 
servant." 

Having  gone  through  what  I  have  been  instructed  might  be 
necessary  to  state  to  your  lordships  concerning  the  company's  con- 
stitution, I  mean  the  real  inside,  and  not  the  shell  of  its  constitu- 
tion; having  stated  the  abuses  that  existed  in  it;  having  stated 
how  Mr.  Hastings  endeavoured  to  perpetuate  and  to  increase  and 
to  profit  of  the  abuse,  and  how  he  has  systematically  endeavoured 
to  destroy,  and  has  in  some  instances  in  fact  destroyed,  many  things 
truly  excellent  in  that  constitution  ;  if  I  have  not  wasted  your  time 
in  explanation  of  matters  that  you  are  already  well  acquainted  with, 
I  shall  next  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  the  abuse  in  some  particulars 
of  the  other  part  of  the  public  authority,  which  the  company 
acquired  over  the  natives  of  India  in  virtue  of  the  royal  charter  of 
the  present  Mogul  emperor,  in  the  year  1766. 

My  lords,  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of  the  abuse  Mr.  Hast- 
ings has  made  of  the  powers  vested  in  him,  it  will  be  expedient  to 
consider  a  little  who  the  people  are,  to  whose  prejudice  he  has 
abused  these  powers.  I  shall  explain  this  point  with  as  much 
brevity  as  is  consistent  with  the  distinctness  with  which  I  mean  to 
bring  the  whole  before  your  lordships  ;  and  I  beg  to  observe  to  you 
that  this  previous  discourse,  rather  explanatory  than  accusatorial 
(if  I  may  use  the  expression),  is  meant  rather  to  elucidate  the 
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nature  of  the  matter  to  come  before  you  in  regular  charges,  than  as 
proof  of  the  charges  themselves. 

I  know  that  a  good  deal  of  latitude  is  allowed  to  advocates, 
when  opening  a  cause  in  a  private  court,  to  indulge  themselves  in 
their  narratives  leading  to  the  charges  they  intend  to  bring.  They 
are  not  always  called  to  the  strictest  account  for  such  prefatory 
matter,  because  the  court,  when  it  comes  to  judge,  sifts  and  dis- 
tinguishes it  from  the  points  to  be  strictly  proved,  and  on  whose 
merits  the  cause  relies. 

But  I  wish  your  lordships  to  know  that,  with  the  high  opinion  I 
have  of  your  gravity  (and  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  conceive  a 
higher),  and  sensible  of  the  weight  of  those  I  represent  at  this 
place,  namely,  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  I  should  be  sorry 
that  any  one  substantial  fact,  even  in  this  explanatory  opening,  or 
even  the  colour  of  the  fact,  should  be  alleged,  which,  when  called 
upon,  I  should  not  be  ready  to  make  good  to  you  by  proof:  I 
mean,  by  proof  adapted  to  its  nature  ;  public  opinion  by  evidence 
of  public  opinion ;  by  record  that  to  which  record  is  applicable ; 
by  oral  testimony  things  to  which  oral  testimony  alone  can  be 
produced ;  and,  last  of  all,  that  which  is  matter  of  historic  proof, 
by  historic  evidence.  This  I  hope  to  do  with  the  usual  allow- 
ance to  errors  and  mistakes,  which  is  the  claim  of  human  infirmity. 

Then,  my  lords,  two  distinct  people  inhabit  India.  Two  sorts  of 
people  inhabit  the  same  country,  as  totally  distinct  from  each  other 
in  characters,  lives,  opinions,  prejudices,  and  manners,  as  the  in- 
habitants of  countries  most  remote  from  each  other.  For  both  of 
these  descriptions  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  provide  equally, 
agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  charter  which  the  company  received 
from  the  lawful  governing  power  of  that  country ; — a  charter 
received  at  its  own  solicitation ;  — a  charter,  not  forced  upon  us  by 
a  superior  power,  but  given  at  the  immediate  solicitation  of  the 
principal  servants  belonging  to  the  company  ;  a  charter  solemnly 
accepted  by  the  company ;  and  by  them,  I  am  very  sorry  to  say, 
little  regarded  ;  or,  at  least,  little  regarded  by  their  principal 
servants. 

My  lords,  the  first  description  of  people  who  are  subjected 
virtually  to  the  British  empire  through  those  mediums  which  I 
have  described  to  you,  are  the  original  inhabitants  of  Hindostan, 
who  have  in  all  time,  and  beyond  all  the  eras  which  we  use  (I 
mean  always  the  two  grand  eras  excepted),  been  the  aboriginal 
inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  that  country;  with  manners, 
religion,  customs,  and  usages  appropriated  to  themselves,  and  little 
resembling  those  of  the  rest  of  mankind.     This  description  of  men 
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is  commonly  called  Gentoos.  The  system  and  principle  of  that 
government  is  locality.  Their  laws,  their  manners,  their  religion, 
are  all  local. 

Their  legislator,  whoever  he  was  (for  who  he  was  is  a  matter  lost 
in  the  mists  of  a  most  obscure  antiquity),  had  it  as  a  great  leading 
principle  of  his  policy  to  connect  the  people  with  their  soil.  Ac- 
cordingly, by  one  of  those  anomalies,  which  a  larger  acquaintance 
with  our  species  daily  discovers,  and  which  perhaps  an  attentive 
reflection  might  explain  in  the  nature  of  man,  this  aboriginal  people 
of  India,  who  are  the  softest  in  their  manners  of  any  of  our  race, 
approaching  almost  to  feminine  tenderness,  who  are  formed  con- 
stitutionally benevolent,  and,  in  many  particulars,  made  to  fill  a 
larger  circle  of  benevolence  than  our  morals  take  in,  who  extend 
their  good-will  to  the  whole  animal  creation ; — these  people  are,  of 
all  nations,  the  most  unalliable  to  any  other  part  of  mankind.  They 
cannot — the  highest  orders  of  them,  at  least,  cannot  come  into 
contact  with  any  other.  That  bond,  which  is  one  of  the  chief 
instruments  of  society,  and  which,  supporting  the  individual, 
connects  the  species,  can  have  no  existence  with  them — I  mean  the 
convivial  bond.  That  race  can  be  held  to  no  other  by  that  great 
link  of  life.  No  Hindoo  can  mix  at  meals  even  with  those  on  whom 
he  depends  for  the  meat  he  eats.  This  circumstance  renders  it 
difficult  for  us  to  enter  with  due  sympathy  into  their  concerns,  or 
for  them  to  enter  into  ours,  even  when  we  meet  on  the  same  ground. 
But  there  are  other  circumstances  which  render  our  intercourse,  in 
our  mutual  relation,  very  full  of  difficulty.  The  sea  is  between  us. 
The  mass  of  that  element  which,  by  appearing  to  disconnect,  unites 
mankind,  is  to  them  a  forbidden  road.  It  is  a  great  gulf  fixed 
between  you  and  them — not  so  much  that  elementary  gulf,  but  that 
gulf  which  manners,  opinions,  and  laws  have  radicated  in  the  very 
nature  of  the  people.  None  of  their  high  castes,  without  great 
danger  to  his  situation,  religion,  rank,  and  estimation,  can  ever  pass 
the  sea  ;  and  this  forbids,  for  ever,  all  direct  communication  between 
that  country  and  this.  That  material  and  affecting  circumstance, 
my  lords,  makes  it  ten  times  more  necessary,  since  they  cannot 
come  to  us,  to  keep  a  strict  eye  upon  all  persons  who  go  to  them. 
It  imposes  upon  us  a  stricter  duty  to  guard,  with  a  firm  and 
powerful  vigilance,  those  whose  principles  of  conscience  weaken 
their  principles  of  self-defence.  If  we  undertake  to  govern  the 
inhabitants  of  such  a  country,  we  must  govern  them  upon  their 
own  principles  and  maxims,  and  not  upon  ours.  We  must  not 
think  to  force  them  into  the  narrow  circle  of  our  ideas  ;  we  must 
extend  ours  to  take  in  their  system  of  opinions  and  rites,  and  the 
necessities  which  result  from  both;    all  change  on   their  part  is 
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absolutely  impracticable.  We  have  more  versatility  of  character 
and  manners,  and  it  is  we  who  must  conform.  We  know  what  the 
empire  of  opinion  is  in  human  nature.  I  had  almost  said  that  the 
law  of  opinion  was  human  nature  itself.  It  is,  however,  the 
strongest  principle  in  the  composition  of  the  frame  of  the  human 
mind ;  and  more  of  the  happiness  and  unhappiness  of  mankind 
resides  in  that  inward  principle,  than  in  all  external  circumstances 
put  together.  But  if  such  is  the  empire  of  opinion  even  amongst  us, 
it  has  a  pure,  unrestrained,  complete,  and  despotic  power  amongst 
them.  The  variety  of  balanced  opinions  in  our  minds  weakens  the 
force  of  each  ;  for  in  Europe,  sometimes,  the  laws  of  religion  differ 
from  the  laws  of  the  land ;  sometimes,  the  laws  of  the  land  differ 
from  our  laws  of  honour ;  our  laws  of  honour  are  full  of  caprice, 
differing  from  those  other  laws,  and  sometimes  differing  from  them- 
selves :  but  there  the  laws  of  religion,  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the 
laws  of  honour,  are  all  united  and  consolidated  in  one  invariable 
system,  and  bind  men  by  eternal  and  indissoluble  bonds  to  the  rtdes 
of  what,  amongst  them,  is  called  his  cagte. 

It  may  be  necessary  just  to  state  to  your  lordships  what  a  eagte 
is.  The  Gentoo  people,  from  the  oldest  time,  have  been  distributed 
into  various  orders,  all  of  them  hereditary :  these  family  orders  are 
called  castes  ;  these  castes  are  the  fundamental  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Gentoo  commonwealth,  both  in  their  church  and  in  their 
state. 

Your  lordships  are  bom  to  hereditary  honours  in  the  chief  of 
your  houses.  The  rest  mix  with  the  people.  With  the  Gentoos, 
they  who  are  bom  noble,  can  never  fall  into  any  second  rank.  They 
are  divided  into  four  orders ;  the  Brahmins,  the  Chittery,  the 
Bice,  and  the  Soodur,  with  many  subdivisions  in  each.  An  eternal 
barrier  is  placed  between  them.  The  higher  cannot  pass  into  the 
lower;  the  lower  cannot  rise  into  the  higher.  They  have  all 
their  appropriated  rank,  place,  and  situation,  and  their  appropriated 
religion  too ;  which  is  essentially  different  in  its  rites  and  cere- 
monies, sometimes  in  its  object,  in  each  of  those  castes.  A  man 
who  is  bom  in  the  highest  caste,  which  at  once  unites  what  would 
be  tantamount,  in  this  country,  to  the  dignity  of  the  peerage,  and 
the  ennobled  sanctity  of  the  episcopal  character: — the  Brahmin, 
who  sustains  these  characters,  if  he  loses  his  cast«,  does  not  fall  into 
an  inferior  order,  the  Chittery,  the  Bice,  or  the  Soodur,  but  he  is 
thrown  at  once  out  of  all  ranks  of  society.  He  is  precipitated 
from  the  proudest  elevation  of  respect  and  honour  to  a  bottomless 
abyss  of  contempt ;  from  glory  to  infamy ;  from  purity  to  pollu- 
tion ;  from  sanctity  to  profanation.  No  honest  occupation  is  open 
to  him.     His  children  are  no  longer  his  children.     Their  parent 
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loses  that  name.  The  conjugal  bond  is  dissolved.  Few  survive 
this  most  terrible  of  all  calamities.  To  speak  to  an  Indian  of  his 
caste  is  to  speak  to  him  of  his  all. 

But  the  rule  of  caste  has,  with  them,  given  one  power  more  to 
fortune,  than  the  manners  of  any  other  nation  were  ever  known  to 
do.  For  it  is  singular,  the  caste  may  be  lost,  not  only  by  certain 
voluntary  crimes,  but  by  certain  involuntary  sufferings,  disgraces, 
and  pollutions,  that  are  utterly  out  of  their  power  to  prevent. 
Those  who  have  patiently  submitted  to  imprisonment — those  who 
have  not  flinched  from  the  scourge — those  who  have  been  as  un- 
moved as  marble  under  torture — those  who  have  laughed  at  the 
menaces  of  death  itself — have  instantly  given  way,  when  it  has 
been  attempted  to  subject  them  to  any  of  those  pollutions,  by 
which  they  lose  caste.  To  this  caste  they  are  bound  by  all  laws 
of  all  descriptions,  human  and  divine ;  and  inveterate  usage  has 
radicated  it  in  them  to  a  depth,  and  with  an  adhesion,  with  which 
no  other  known  prejudice  has  been  known  to  exist.  Tyranny  is, 
therefore,  armed  against  them  with  a  greater  variety  of  weapons 
than  are  found  in  its  ordinary  stores. 

This,  amongst  a  thousand  other  considerations,  speaks  to  us 
in  very  authoritative  language,  with  what  care  and  circumspection 
we  ought  to  handle  people  so  delicate.  In  the  course  of  this 
trial  your  lordships  wiU  see  with  horror  the  use  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings made,  through  several  of  his  wicked  and  abominable  in- 
struments, chosen  from  the  natives  themselves,  of  these  superadded 
means  of  oppression.  I  shall  prove,  in  the  course  of  this  trial,  that 
he  has  put  his  own  menial  domestic  servant — a  wretch  totally 
dependent — a  wretch  grossly  ignorant — the  common  instrument  of 
his  bribery  and  peculation; — he  has  enthroned  him,  I  say,  on  the 
first  seat  of  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  which  was  to  decide  upon 
the  castes  of  all  those  people,  including  their  rank,  their  family, 
their  honour,  and  their  happiness  here,  and,  in  their  judgment, 
their  salvation  hereafter.  Under  the  awe  of  this  power,  no  man 
dared  to  breathe  a  murmur  against  his  tyranny.  Fortified  in  this 
security,  he  says,  who  complains  of  me  ? — No,  none  of  us  dare 
complain  of  you,  says  the  trembling  Gentoo.  No !  your  menial 
servant  has  my  caste  in  his  power.  I  shall  not  trouble  your  lord- 
ships with  mentioning  others ;  it  was  enough  that  Canto  Baboo, 
and  Ginga  Govind  Sing,  names  to  which  your  lordships  are  to 
be  familiarized  hereafter ; — it  is  enough  that  those  persons  had 
the  caste  and  character  of  all  the  people  of  Bengal  in  their  hands. 
Through  them  he  has  taken  effectual  security  against  all  complaint. 
Your  lordships  will  hence  discern  how  very  necessary  it  is  become, 
that  some  other  personage  should  intervene,  should  take  upon  him 
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their  representation,  and  by  his  freedom  and  his  power  should 
supply  the  defects  arising  from  their  servitude  and  their  impo- 
tence. The  commons  of  Great  Britain  charge  themselves  with  this 
character. 

My  lords,  these  Gentoo  people  are  the  original  people  of  Hin- 
dostan.  They  are  still,  beyond  comparison,  the  most  numerous. 
Faults  this  nation  may  have ;  — but  God  forbid  we  should  pass 
judgment  upon  people,  who  framed  their  laws  and  institutions  prior 
to  our  insect  origin, of  yesterday.  With  all  the  faults  of  their 
nature,  and  errors  of  their  institutions,  their  institutions,  which  act 
so  pov^erfuUy  on  their  natures,  have  two  material  characteristics, 
which  entitle  them  to  respect; — first,  great  force  and  stability; 
and  next,  excellent  moral  and  civil  effects.  Their  stabihty  has 
been  proved  by  their  holding  on  an  uniform  tenor  for  a  duration 
commensurate  to  all  the  empires  with  which  history  has  made 
us  acquainted ;  and  they  still  exist  in  a  green  old  age,  with  all  the 
reverence  of  antiquity,  and  with  all  the  passion  that  people  have 
to  novelty  and  change.  They  have  stood  firm  on  their  ancient 
base — they  have  cast  their  roots  deep  in  their  native  soil ;  perhaps 
because  they  have  never  spread  them  any  where  else  than  in  their 
native  soil.  Their  blood,  their  opinions,  and  the  soil  of  their 
country,  make  one  consistent  piece ;  admitting  no  mixture,  no 
adulteration,  no  improvement :  accordingly,  their  religion  has  made 
no  converts ;  their  dominion  has  made  no  conquests  ;  but,  in  pro- 
portion as  their  laws  and  opinions  were  concentred  within  them- 
selves, and  hindered  from  spreading  abroad,  they  have  doubled  their 
force  at  home.  They  have  existed  in  spite  of  Mahommedan  and 
Portuguese  bigotry ;  in  spite  of  Tartarian  and  Arabian  tyranny ;  in 
spite  of  all  the  fury  of  successive  foreign  conquest ;  in  spite  of  a 
more  formidable  foe — the  avarice  of  the  English  dominion. 

I  have  spoken  now,  my  lords,  of  what  their  principles  are; — 
their  laws  and  religious  institutions,  in  point  of  force  and  stability : 
I  have  given  instances  of  their  force  in  the  very  circumstance, 
in  which  all  the  institutions  of  mankind  in  other  respects  show 
their  weakness.  They  have  existed,  when  the  country  has  been 
otherwise  subdued.  This  alone  furnishes  full  proof  that  there 
must  be  some  powerful  influence  resulting  from  them  beyond  all 
our  little  fashionable  theories  upon  such  subjects. 

The  second  consideration  in  the  Gentoo  institutions  is  their 
beneficial  effects,  moral  and  civU.  The  pohcy,  civil  or  religious,  or, 
as  theirs  is,  composed  of  both,  that  makes  a  people  happy,  and  a 
state  flourishing  (putting  further  and  higher  considerations  out  of 
the  way,  which  are  not  now  before  us),  must  undoubtedly,  so  far  as 
human  considerations  prevail,  be  a  policy  wisely  conceived  in  any 
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scheme  of  government.  It  is  confirmed  by  all  observation,  that 
where  the  Hindoo  religion  has  been  established,  that  country  has 
been  flourishing.  We  have  seen  some  patterns  remaining  to  this 
day.  The  very  country  which  is  to  be  the  subject  of  your  lord- 
ships' judicial  inquiry,  is  an  instance,  by  an  entire  change  of 
government,  of  the  different  effects  resulting  from  the  rapacity  of 
a  foreign  hand,  and  the  paternal,  lenient,  protecting  arm  of  a 
native  government,  formed  on  the  long  connexion  of  prejudice 
and  power.  I  shall  give  you  its  state  under  the  Hindoo  government 
from  a  book  written  by  a  very  old  servant  of  the  company,  whose 
authority  is  of  the  greater  weight,  as  the  very  destruction  of  all 
this  scheme  of  government  is  the  great  object  of  the  author. 

The  author,  Mr.  Holwell,  divides  the  country  of  Bengal  into 
its  different  provinces.  He  supposes  what  they  then  paid  to 
the  supreme  government ;  he  supposes  what  the  country  is  capable 
of  yielding ;  and  his  project  is  to  change  entirely  the  application  of 
the  revenues  of  the  country,  and  to  secure  the  whole  into  the  hands 
of  government.  In  enumerating  these  provinces,  at  last  he  comes 
to  the  province  of  Burdwan. 

"  In  truth,"  (says  this  author,)  "  it  would  be  almost  cruelty  to 
molest  this  happy  people ;  for  in  this  district  are  the  only  vestiges 
of  the  beauty,  purity,  piety,  regularity,  equity,  and  strictness  of  the 
ancient  Hindostan  government.  Here  the  property,  as  well  as  the 
liberty  of  the  people  are  inviolate.  Here  no  robberies  are  heard  of, 
either  public  or  private.  The  traveller,  either  with  or  without  mer- 
chandise, becomes  the  immediate  care  of  the  government,  which 
allots  him  guards,  without  any  expense,  to  conduct  him  from  stage 
to  stage ;  and  these  are  accountable  for  the  safety  and  accommoda- 
tion of  his  person  and  effects.  At  the  end  of  the  first  stage  he  is 
deUvered  over,  with  certain  benevolent  formalities,  to  the  guards  of 
the  next,  who,  after  interrogating  the  traveller  as  to  the  usage  he 
had  received  in  his  journey,  dismiss  the  first  guard  with  a  written 
certificate  of  their  behaviour,  and  a  receipt  for  the  traveller  and  his 
effects ;  which  certificate  and  receipt  are  returnable  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  first  stage,  who  registers  the  same,  and 
regularly  reports  it  to  the  rajah. 

"  In  this  form  the  traveller  is  passed  through  the  country ;  and 
if  he  only  passes,  he  is  not  suffered  to  be  at  any  expense  for  food, 
accommodation,  or  carriage  for  his  merchandise  or  baggage ;  but  it 
is  otherwise  if  he  is  permitted  to  make  any  residence  in  one  place 
above  three  days,  unless  occasioned  by  sickness,  or  any  unavoidable 
accident.  If  any  thing  is  lost  in  this  district,  for  instance  a  bag  of 
money  or  other  valuables,  the  person  who  finds  it  hangs  it  upon  the 
next  tree,  and  gives  notice  to  the  nearest  chowkey,  or  place  of 
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guard ;    the  oflScer  of  which  orders  immediate  publication  of  the 
same  by  beat  of  tomtom  or  drum." 

These,  my  lords,  are  the  effects  universally  produced  by  the 
Hindoo  polity  throughout  that  vast  region,  before  it  was  distorted 
and  put  out  of  frame  by  the  barbarism  of  foreign  conquests.  Some 
choice  reserved  spots  continued  to  flourish  under  it  till  the  year 
1756.  Some  remained  till  Mr.  Hastings  obtained  the  means  of 
utterly  defacing  them.  Such  was  the  prospect  of  Benares  under 
the  happy  government  of  Bulwant  Sing.  Such  was  the  happy  state 
of  the  same  Benares  in  the  happy  days  of  Cheit  Sing,  until,  in  the 
year  178],  Mr.  Hastings  introduced  Ms  reform  into  that  country. 

Having  stated  the  general  outline  of  the  manners  of  the  original 
people  of  Hindostan ;  having  stated  the  general  principles  of  their 
policy,  which  either  prohibit  connexion,  or  oblige  us  to  a  connexion 
very  different  from  what  we  have  hitherto  used  towards  them,  I 
shall  leave  it  to  your  lordships'  judgment  whether  you  will  suffer 
such  fair  monuments  of  wisdom  and  benevolence  to  be  defaced  by 
the  rapacity  of  your  governors.  I  hope  I  have  not  gone  out  of  my 
way  to  bring  before  you  any  circumstance  relative  to  the  Gentoo 
religion  and  manners,  further  than  as  they  relate  to  the  spirit  of 
our  government  over  them ;  for  though  there  never  was  such  food 
for  the  curiosity  of  the  human  mind,  as  is  found  in  the  manners  of 
this  people,  I  pass  it  totally  over. 

I  wish  to  divide  this  preliminary  view  into  six  periods ;  and  your 
lordships  will  consider  that  of  the  Hindoos,  which  I  have  now  men- 
tioned as  the  first  era. 

The  second  era  is  an  era  of  great  misfortune  to  that  country,  and 
to  the  world  in  general ;  I  mean,  the  time  of  the  prophet  Mahomed. 
The  enthusiasm  which  animated  his  first  followers,  the  despotic 
power  which  religion  obtained  through  that  enthusiasm,  and  the 
advantages  derived  from  both,  over  the  enervated  great  empires, 
and  broken  disunited  lesser  governments  of  the  world,  extended  the 
influence  of  that  proud  and  domineering  sect  from  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges  to  the  banks  of  the  Loire. 

This  second  period  is  the  era  of  the  Arabs.  These  people  made 
a  great  and  lasting  impression  on  India.  They  established,  very 
early,  Mahommedan  sovereigns  in  all  parts  of  it;  particularly  in 
the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  which  is  the  principal  object  of  our  present 
inquiry.  They  held  that  kingdom,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  under 
a  dynasty  of  thirty-three  kings ;  having  begun  their  conquest,  and 
founded  their  dominion  in  Bengal,  not  very  long  after  the  time  of 
their  prophet. 

These  people,  when  they  first  settled  in  India,  attempted  with 
the  ferocioas  arm  of  their  prophetic  sword  to  change  the  religion 
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and  manners  of  that  country ;  but  at  length  perceiving  that  their 
cruelty  wearied  out  itself,  and  never  could  touch  the  constancy  of 
the  sufferers,  they  permitted  the  native  people  of  the  country  to 
remain  in  quiet,  and  left  the  Mahommedan  religion  to  operate  upon 
them  as  it  could  by  appealing  to  the  ambition  or  avarice  of  the 
great,  or  by  taking  the  lower  people,  who  have  lost  their  castes,  into 
this  new  sect ;  and  thus,  from  the  refuse  of  the  Gentoo,  increasing 
the  bounds  of  the  Mahommedan  religion.  They  left  many  of  the 
ancient  rajahs  of  the  country  possessed  of  an  inferior  sovereignty ; 
and,  where  the  strength  of  the  country  or  other  circumstances 
would  not  permit  this  subordination,  they  suffered  them  to  continue 
in  a  separate  state,  approaching  to  independence,  if  not  wholly 
independent. 

The  Mahommedans,  during  the  period  of  the  Arabs,  never  ex- 
pelled or  destroyed  the  native  Gentoo  nobility,  zemindars,  or  land- 
holders of  the  country.  They  all,  or  almost  all,  remained  fixed  in 
their  places,  properties,  and  dignities ;  and  the  shadows  of  several 
of  them  remain  under  our  jurisdiction. 

The  next,  which  is  the  third  era,  is  an  era  the  more  necessary  to 
observe  upon,  because  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  many  applications 
to  it  in  his  defence  before  the  commons ;  namely,  the  invasion  of 
the  Tartars,  or  the  era  of  Tamerlane.  These  Tartars  did  not 
establish  themselves  on  the  ruins  of  the  Hindoos.  Their  conquests 
were  over  the  other  Mahommedans:  for  Tamerlane  invaded  Hin- 
dostan,  as  he  invaded  other  countries,  in  the  character  of  the  great 
reformer  of  the  Mahommedan  religion.  He  came  as  a  sort  of  suc- 
cessor to  the  rights  of  the  prophet  upon  a  divine  title ;  he  struck  at 
all  the  Mahommedan  princes  who  reigned  at  that  time.  He  con- 
sidered them  as  apostates,  or  at  least  as  degenerated  from  the  faith, 
and  as  tyrants  abusing  their  power.  To  facilitate  his  conquests 
over  these,  he  was  often  obliged  to  come  to  a  sort  of  a  composition 
with  the  people  of  the  country  he  invaded.  Tamerlane  had  neither 
time,  nor  means,  nor  inclination,  to  dispossess  the  ancient  rajahs  of 
the  country. 

Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  I  propose  nothing  more  than  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  principles  of  policy,  which  prevailed  in  these 
several  revolutions,  and  not  a  history  of  the  furious  military 
achievements  of  a  barbarous  invader.  Historians,  indeed,  are  gene- 
rally very  liberal  of  their  information  concerning  every  thing  but 
what  we  ought  to  be  very  anxious  to  know.  They  tell  us  that 
India  was  conquered  by  Tamerlane,  and  conquered  in  such  a  year. 
The  year  will  be  found  to  coincide  somewhere,  I  believe,  with  the 
end  of  the  fourteenth  century.  Thinking  the  mere  fact  as  of  little 
moment,  and  its  chronology  as  nothing,  but  thinking  the  policy  very 
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material,  which,  indeed,  is  to  be  collected  only  here  and  there,  in 
various  books  written  with  various  views,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  you  a  very  remarkable  circumstance  relative  to  that  policy, 
and  taken  from  the  same  book  to  which  I  formerly  referred,  Mr. 
HolweU's. 

"  When  the  Hindoo  rajahs,  or  princes  of  Hindostan,  submitted 
to  Tamerlane,  it  was  on  these  capital  stipulations : — that  the  emperor 
should  marry  a  daughter  of  rajah  Oheit  Sing's  house ;  that  the  head 
of  this  house  shouM  be  in  perpetuity  governors  of  the  citadel  of 
Agra,  and  anoint  the  king  at  his  coronation ;  and  that  the  emperors 
should  never  impose  the  jessera  (or  poll-tax)  upon  the  Hindoos." 

Here  was  a  conqueror,  as  he  is  called,  coming  in  upon  terms ; 
mixing  his  blood  with  that  of  the  native  nobility  of  the  country  he 
conquered;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  mixture,  placing  them  in 
succession  upon  the  throne  of  the  country  he  subdued :  making  one 
of  them  even  hereditary  constable  of  the  capital  of  his  kingdom,  and 
thereby  putting  his  posterity  as  a  pledge  into  their  hands.  What 
is  full  as  remarkable,  he  freed  the  Hindoos  for  ever  from  that  tax, 
which  the  Mahommedans  have  laid  upon  every  country,  over  which 
the  sword  of  Mahomed  prevailed ;  namely,  a  capitation  tax  upon 
all  who  do  not  profess  the  religion  of  the  Mahommedans.  But  the 
Hindoos,  by  express  charter,  were  exempted  from  that  mark  of 
servitude,  and  thereby  declared  not  to  be  a  conquered  people.  The 
native  princes,  in  all  their  transactions  with  the  Mogul  government, 
carried  the  evident  marks  of  this  free  condition  in  a  noble  inde- 
pendency of  spirit.  Within  their  own  districts  the  authority  of 
many  of  them  seemed  entire.  We  are  often  led  into  mistakes  con- 
cerning the  government  of  Hindostan,  by  comparing  it  with  those 
governments  where  the  prince  is  armed  with  a  full,  speculative, 
entire  authority ;  and  where  the  great  people  have,  with  great  titles, 
no  privileges  at  all ;  or,  having  privileges,  have  those  privileges  only 
as  subjects.  But  in  Hindo.stan  the  modes,  the  degrees,  the  circum- 
stances of  subjection  varied  infinitely.  In  some  places  hardly  a 
trace  at  all  of  subjection  was  to  be  discerned;  in  some  the  rajahs 
were  almost  assessors  of  the  throne,  as  in  this  case  of  the  rajah 
Cheit  Sing.  These  circumstances  mark,  that  Tamerlane,  however 
he  may  be  indicated  by  the  odious  names  of  Tartar  and  conqueror, 
was  no  barbarian ; — that  the  people  who  submitted  to  him,  did  not 
submit  with  the  abject  submission  of  slaves  to  the  sword  of  a  con- 
queror, but  admitted  a  great  supreme  emperor,  who  was  just, 
prudent,  and  politic,  instead  of  the  ferocious,  ofjpressive  lesser 
ilahommedan  sovereigns,  who  had  before  forced  their  way  by  the 
sword  into  the  country. 

That  country  resembled  more  a  republic  of  princes  with  a  great 
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chief  at  their  head,  than  a  territory  in  absolute,  uniform,  systematic 
subjection  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  in  which  hght  Mr.  Hastings 
and  others  of  late  have  thought  proper  to  consider  it.  According 
to  them,  if  a  subordinate  prince,  like  Oheit  Sing,  was  not  ready  to 
pay  any  exorbitant  sum  on  instant  demand,  or  submit  to  any  extent 
of  fine,  which  should  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  mere  will  of  the 
person,  who  called  robbery  Skfine,  and  who  took  the  measure  of  that 
fine  without  either  considering  the  means  of  paying,  or  the  degree  of 
delinquency  that  justified  it ;  their  properties,  liberties,  and  lives 
were  instantly  forfeited.  The  rajahs  of  that  country  were  armed ; 
— -they  had  fortresses  for  their  security  ;• — they  had  troops.  In  the 
receipt  of  both  their  own  and  the  imperial  revenue,  their  securities 
for  justice  were  in  their  own  hands :  but  the  policy  of  the  Mogul 
princes  very  rarely  led  them  to  push  that  people  to  such  extremity, 
as  it  is  supposed,  that  on  every  slight  occasion  we  have  a  right  to 
push  those  who  are  the  subjects  of  our  pretended  conquest. 

Mr.  Howell  throws  much  Hght  on  this  policy,  which  became  the 
standing  law  of  the  empire. — 

"  In  the  unfortunate  wars  which  followed  the  death  of  Manz 
O'Din  Sevajee,  Oheit  Sing  (the  great  rajah  we  have  just  men- 
tioned), with  a  select  body  of  rhajapoots,  by  a  well-conducted 
retreat  recovered  Agra ;  and  was  soon  after  reconciled  to  the 
king,  (the  Mogul,)  and  admitted  to  his  favour ;  conformable  to  the 
steady  policy  of  this  government  in  keeping  a  good  understanding 
with  the  principal  rajahs,  and  more  especially  with  the  head  of 
this  house,  who  is  ever  capable  of  raising  and  fomenting  a  very 
formidable  party  upon  any  intended  revolution  in  this  despotic 
and  precarious  monarchy." 

You  see  that  it  was  the  monarchy  that  was  precarious,  not  the 
rights  of  the  subordinate  chiefs.  Your  lordships  see,  that  not- 
withstanding our  ideas  of  Oriental  despotism,  under  the  successors 
of  Tamerlane,  these  principal  rajahs,  instead  of  being  called 
wretches,  and  treated  as  such,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  it 
becoming  to  call  and  treat  them,  when  they  were  in  arms  against 
their  sovereign,  were  regarded  with  respect,  and  were  admitted  to 
easy  reconciliations  ;  because,  in  reality,  in  their  occasional  hostili- 
ties, they  were  not  properly  rebellious  subjects,  but  princes  often 
asserting  their  natural  rights,  and  the  just  constitution  of  the 
country. 

This  view  of  the  policy  which  prevailed  during  the  dynasty  of 
Tamerlane,  naturally  conducts  me  to  the  next,  which  is  the  fourth 
era  in  this  history — I  mean  the  era  of  the  Emperor  Akber.  He 
was  the  first  of  the  successors  of  Tamerlane,  who  obtained  posses- 
sion of  Bengal.     It  is  easy  to  show  of  what  nature  his  conquest 
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was.  It  was  over  the  last  Mahommedan  dynasty.  He,  too,  like 
his  predecessor  Tamerlane,  conquered  the  prince,  not  the  country. 
It  is  a  certain  mark  that  it  was  not  a  conquered  country  in  the 
sense  in  which  we  commonly  call  a  country  conquered,— that  the 
natives,  great  men  and  landholders,  continued  in  every  part  in  the 
possession  of  their  estates,  and  of  the  jurisdictions  annexed  to 
them.  It  is  true  that  in  the  several  wars  for  the  succession  to 
the  Mogul  empire,  and  in  other  of  their  internal  wars,  severe 
revenges  were  taken,  which  bore  resemblance  to  those  taken  in  the 
war  of  the  Roses  in  this  country,  where  it  was  the  common  course, 
in  the  heat  of  blood, — "  off  with  his  head,  so  much  for  Bucking- 
ham."— Yet,  where  the  country  again  recovered  its  form  and 
settlement,  it  recovered  the  spirit  of  a  mild  government.  What- 
ever rigour  was  used  with  regard  to  the  Mahommedan  adventurers 
from  Persia,  Turkey,  and  other  parts,  who  filled  the  places  of  servile 
grandeur  in  the  Mogul  court,  the  Hindoos  were  a  favoured, 
protected,  gently-treated  people. 

The  next,  which  is  the  fifth  era,  is  a  troubled  and  vexatious 
period — the  era  of  the  independent  soubahs  of  Bengal.  Five  of 
these  soubahs  or  viceroys  governed  from  about  the  year  1717,  or 
thereabouts.  They  grew  into  independence  partly  by  the  calamities 
and  concussions  of  that  empire,  which  happened  during  the  disputes 
for  the  succession  of  Tamerlane ;  and  partly,  and  indeed  princi- 
pally, by  the  great  shock,  which  the  empire  received  when  Thamas 
Kouli  Khan  broke  into  that  country,  carried  off  its  revenues,  over- 
turned the  throne,  and  massacred  not  only  many  of  the  chief 
nobility,  but  almost  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  city.  This 
rude  shock,  which  that  empire  was  never  able  to  recover,  enabled 
the  viceroys  to  become  independent ;  but  their  independence  led 
to  their  ruin.  Those  who  had  usurped  upon  their  masters  had 
servants,  who  usurped  upon  them.  AUaverdy  Khan  murdered  his 
master,  and  opened  a  way  into  Bengal  for  a  body  of  foreign  in- 
vaders, the  Mahrattas,  who  cruelly  harassed  the  country  for  several 
years.  Their  retreat  was  at  length  purchased,  and  by  a  sum 
which  is  supposed  to  amount  to  five  millions  sterling.  By  this 
purchase  he  secured  the  exhausted  remains  of  an  exhausted  king- 
dom, and  left  it  to  his  grandson  Surajah  w  Dowlah  in  peace  and 
poverty.  On  the  fall  of  Surajah  w  Dowlah,  in  1756,  commenced 
the  last,  which  is  the  sixth, — the  era  of  the  British  empire. 

On  the  fifth  dynasty  I  have  only  to  remark  to  your  lordships 
that,  at  its  close,  the  Hindoo  chiefs  were  almost  every  where  found 
in  possession  of  the  country ;  that  although  AUaverdy  Khan  was 
a  cruel  tyrant,  though  he  was  an  untitled  usurper,  though  he 
racked  and  tormented  the  people  under  his  government,   urged, 
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however,  by  an  apparent  necessity  from  an  invading  army  of 
100,000  horse  in  his  dominions;  yet,  under  him,  the  rajahs  still 
preserved  their  rank,  their  dignity,  their  castles,  their  houses,  their 
seigniories,  all  the  insignia  of  their  situation,  and  always  the  right, 
sometimes  also  the  means,  of  protecting  their  subordinate  people, 
till  the  last  and  unfortunate  era  of  1756. 

Through  the  whole  of  this  sketch  of  history  I  wish  to  impress 
but  one  great  and  important  truth  upon  your  minds  ;  namely,  that 
through  all  these  revolutions  in  government,  and  changes  in  power, 
an  Hindoo  polity,  and  the  spirit  of  an  Hindoo  government,  did 
more  or  less  exist  in  that  province  with  which  he  was  concerned, 
until  it  was  finally  to  be  destroyed  by  Mr.  Hastings. 

My  lords,  I  have  gone  through  all  the  eras  precedent  to  those 
of  the  British  power  in  India,  and  am  come  to  the  first  of  those 
eras.  Mr.  Hastings  existed  in  India,  and  was  a  servant  of  the 
company  before  that  era,  and  had  his  education  between  both. 
He  is  an  antediluvian  with  regard  to  the  British  dominion  in 
Bengal.  He  was  co-existent  with  all  the  acts  and  monuments 
of  that  revolution,  and  had  no  small  share  in  all  the  abuses  of  that 
abusive  period,  which  preceded  his  actual  government.  But,  as  it 
was  during  that  transit  from  eastern  to  western  power,  that  most 
of  the  abuses  had  their  origin,  it  will  not  be  perfectly  easy  for  your 
lordships  thoroughly  to  enter  into  the  nature  and  circumstances  of 
them,  without  an  explanation  of  the  principal  events  that  hap- 
pened from  the  year  1756,  imtil  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's government ;  during  a  good  part  of  which  time  we  do  not 
often  lose  sight  of  him.  If  I  find  it  agreeable  to  your  lordships  ; 
if  I  find  that  you  wish  to  know  these  annals  of  Indian  suffering  and 
British  delinquency ;  if  you  desire  that  I  should  unfold  the  series 
of  the  transactions  from  1756  to  the  period  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
government  in  1771  ; — that  you  may  know  how  far  he  promoted 
what  was  good  ;  how  far  he  rectified  what  was  evil ;  how  far  he 
abstained  from  innovation  in  tyranny,  and  contented  himself  with 
the  old  stock  of  abuse  ; — your  lordships  will  have  the  goodness  to 
consult  the  strength,  which  from  late  indisposition  begins  almost  to 
fail  me.  And  if  you  think  the  explanation  is  not  time  lost  in  this 
new  world,  and  in  this  new  business,  I  shall  venture  to  sketch  out, 
as  briefly  and  with  as  much  perspicuity  as  I  can  give  them,  the 
leading  events  of  that  obscure  and  perplexed  period,  which  inter- 
vened between  the  British  settlement  in  1757,  and  Mr.  Hastings's 
government.  If  I  should  be  so  happy  as  to  succeed  in  that  attempt, 
your  lordships'  minds  will  be  prepared  for  hearing  this  cause.  Then 
your  lordships  will  have  a  clear  view  of  the  origin  and  nature  of 
the  abuses  which  prevailed  in  that  government  before  Mr.  Hast- 
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ings  obtained  his  greatest  power,  and  since  that  time ;  and  then 
we  shall  be  able  to  enter  fully  and  explicitly  into  the  nature  of  the 
cause ;  and  I  should  hope  that  it  will  pave  the  way,  and  make 
every  thing  easy  for  your  subsequent  justice. 

I  therefore  wish  to  stop  at  this  period,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 
became  active  in  the  service,  pretty  near  the  time  when  he  began 
his  political  career : — and  here,  my  lords,  I  pause,  wishing  your 
indulgence  at  such  time  as  will  suit  your  convenience  for  pursuing 
the  rest  of  this  eventful  history. 


TRIAL 

OF 

WARREN    HASTINGS,   ESQ. 

FOURTH  DAY,  16th  FEBRUARY,  1788. 


(MR.  BUEKE.) 

My  Loeds, 
In  what  I  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  your  lordships  yesterday, 
and  in  what  I  may  further  trouble  you  with  to-day,  I  wish  to 
observe  a  distinction,  which  if  I  did  not  lay  down  so  perfectly  as  I 
ought,  I  hope  I  shall  now  be  able  to  mark  it  out  with  sufficient 
exactness  and  perspicuity. 

First,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  what  I  shall  think  necessary  to 
state,  as  matter  of  preliminary  explanation,  in  order  to  give  your 
lordships  a  true  idea  of  the  scene  of  action — of  the  instruments 
which  Mr.  Hastings  employed — and  the  effects  which  they  pro- 
duced— all  this  I  wish  to  be  distinguished  from  matter  brought  to 
criminate.  Even  the  matter  as  stated  by  me,  which  may  be  here- 
after brought  to  criminate,  so  far  as  it  falls  to  my  share  at  present, 
is  only  to  be  considered,  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  as  merely 
illustrative.  Your  lordships  are  to  expect,  as  undoubtedly  you 
will  require,  substantial  matter  of  crimination  to  be  laid  open  for 
that  purpose,  at  the  moment  when  the  evidence  to  each  charge  is 
ready  to  be  produced  to  you.  Thus  your  lordships  will  easily 
separate  historical  illustration  from  criminal  opening.  For  in- 
stance, if  I  stated  yesterday  to  your  lordships,  as  I  did,  the  tyranny 
and  cruelty  of  one  of  the  usurping  viceroys,  whose  usurpation  and 
whose  vices  led  the  way  to  the  destruction  of  his  country,  and  the 
introduction  of  a  foreign  power — I  do  not  mean  to  charge  Mr. 
Hastings  with  any  part  of  that  guilt.  What  bears  upon  Mr.  Hast- 
ings is  his  having  avowedly  looked  to  such  a  tyrant  and  such  an 
usurper  as  his  model,  and  followed  that  pernicious  example  with  a 
servile  fidelity. 

VOL.    VII.  Y 
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When  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  open  to  your  lordships  any  thing 
abusive,  or  leading  to  abuse,  from  defects  or  errors  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  company's  service — I  did  not  mean  to  criminate  Mr. 
Hastings  on  any  part  of  those  defects  and  errors.  I  state  them  to 
show  that  he  took  advantage  of  the  imperfections  of  the  institution 
to  let  in  his  abuse  of  the  power  with  which  he  was  intrusted.  If, 
for  a  further  instance,  I  have  stated,  that  in  general  the  service  of 
the  India  Company  was  insufficient  in  legal  pay  or  emolument,  and 
abundant  in  the  means  of  illegal  profit — I  do  not  state  that  defect 
as  owing  to  ilr.  Hastings.  But  I  state  it  as  a  fact,  to  show  in  what 
manner  and  on  what  pretences  he  did,  fraudulently,  corruptly,  and 
for  the  purposes  of  his  own  ambition,  take  advantage  of  that 
defect ;  and,  under  colour  of  reformation,  make  an  illegal,  partial, 
corrupt  rise  of  emoluments  to  certain  favoured  persons  without 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  service  at  large :  increasing  rather 
than  lessening  the  means  of  DUcit  emolument,  as  well  as  loading  the 
company  with  many  heavy  and  ruinous  expenses  in  avowed  salaries 
and  allowances. 

Having  requested  your  lordships  to  keep  in  mind,  which  I  trust 
you  would  do,  even  without  my  taking  the  liberty  of  suggesting  it 
to  you,  these  necessary  distinctions ;  I  shall,  revert  to  the  period, 
at  which  I  closed  yesterday — that  great  and  memorable  period, 
which  has  remotely  given  occasion  to  the  trial  of  this  day. 

My  lords,  to  obtain  empire  is  common :  to  govern  it  well  has 
been  rare  indeed.  To  chastise  the  guilt  of  those  who  have  been 
instruments  of  imperial  sway  over  other  nations,  by  the  high  super- 
intending justice  of  the  sovereign  state,  has  not  many  striking 
examples  among  any  people.  Hitherto  we  have  not  furnished  our 
contingent  to  the  records  of  honour.  We  have  been  confounded 
with  the  herd  of  conquerors.  Our  dominion  has  been  a  \Tilgar 
thing.  But  we  begin  to  emerge ;  and  I  hope  that  a  severe  inspec- 
tion of  ourselves,  a  purification  of  our  own  offences,  a  lustration  of 
the  exorbitances  of  our  own  power,  is  a  glory  reserved  to  this  time, 
to  this  nation,  and  to  this  august  tribunal. 

The  year  1756  is  a  memorable  era  in  the  history  of  the  world — 
it  introduced  a  new  nation  from  the  remotest  verge  of  the  western 
world,  with  new  manners,  new  customs,  new  institutions,  new 
opinions,  new  laws,  into  the  heart  of  Asia. 

My  lords,  if  in  that  part  of  Asia,  whose  native  regular  govern- 
ment was  then  broken  up  :  if,  at  the  moment  when  it  had  fallen 
into  darkness  and  confusion  from  having  become  the  prey  and 
almost  the  sport  of  the  ambition  of  its  home-bom  grandees ;  if,  in 
that  gloomy  season,  a  star  had  risen  from  the  west,  that  would 
prognosticate  a  better  generation,  and  would  shed  down  the  sweet 
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influences  of  order,  peace,  science,  and  security  to  the  natives  of 
that  vexed  and  harassed  country ;  we  should  have  been  covered 
with  genuine  honour.  It  would  have  been  a  beautiful  and  noble 
spectacle  to  mankind. 

Indeed  something  might  have  been  expected  of  the  kind,  when  a 
new  dominion  emanated  from  a  learned  and  enlightened  part  of  the 
world  in  the  most  enlightened  period  of  its  existence.  Still  more 
might  it  have  been  expected,  when  that  dominion  was  found  to  issue 
from  the  bosom  of  a  free  country,  that  it  would  have  carried  with  it 
the  full  benefit  of  the  vital  principle  of  the  British  liberty  and  con- 
stitution, though  its  municipal  forms  were  not  communicable,  or  at 
least  the  advantage  of  the  liberty  and  spirit  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion. Had  this  been  the  case,  (alas  !  it  was  not,)  you  would  have 
been  saved  the  trouble  of  this  day.  It  might  have  been  expected 
too,  that  in  that  enlightened  state  of  the  world,  influenced  by  the 
best  religion,  and  from  an  improved  description  of  that  best  religion ; 
I  mean  the  Christian  reformed  religion ;  that  we  should  have  done 
honour  to  Europe,  to  letters,  to  laws,  to  religion  ;  done  honour  to 
all  the  circumstances,  of  which  in  this  island  we  boast  ourselves,  at 
the  great  and  critical  moment  of  that  revolution. 

My  lords,  it  has  happened  otherwise.  It  is  now  left  for  us  to 
repair  our  former  errors.  Resuming  the  history  where  I  broke  off" 
yesterday  by  your  indulgence  to  my  weakness. — Surajah  Dowla  was 
the  adopted  grandson  of  Ally  Verdy  Cawn,  a  cruel  and  ferocious 
tyrant ;  the  manner  of  whose  acquisition  of  power  I  have  already 
stated.  He  came  too  young  and  unexperienced  to  that  throne  of 
usurpation.  It  was  an  usurpation  yet  green  in  the  country,  and  the 
country  felt  uneasy  under  it.  It  had  not  the  advantage  of  that 
prescriptive  usage,  that  inveterate  habit,  that  traditionary  opinion, 
which  a  long  continuance  of  any  system  of  government  secures  to 
it.  The  only  real  security  which  Surajah  Dowla's  government 
could  possess,  was  the  security  of  an  army.  But  the  great  aim  of 
this  prince  and  his  predecessor,  was  to  supply  the  weakness  of  his 
government  by  the  strength  of  his  purse ;  he  therefore  amassed 
treasures  by  all  ways  and  on  all  hands.  But  as  the  Indian  princes, 
in  general,  are  as  unwisely  tenacious  of  their  treasure,  as  they  are 
rapacious  in  getting  it ;  the  more  money  he  amassed,  the  more  he 
felt  the  effects  of  poverty.  The  consequence  was,  that  their  armies 
were  unpaid,  and  being  unpaid  or  irregularly  paid,  were  undisciplined, 
disorderly,  unfaithful.  In  this  situation,  a  young  prince,  confiding 
more  in  the  appearances,  than  examining  into  the  reality  of  things, 
undertook  (from  motives  which  the  House  of  Commons  with  all 
their  industry  to  discover  the  circumstances  have  found  it  difficult 
to  make  out)  to  attack  a  little  miserable  trading  foi-t,  that  we  had 
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erected  at  Calcutta.  He  succeeded  in  that  attempt,  only  because 
success  in  that  attempt  was  easy.  A  close  imprisonment  of  the 
whole  settlement  followed  ;  not  owing,  I  believe,  to  the  direct  will 
of  the  prince,  but,  what  will  always  happen  when  the  will  of  the 
prince  is  but  too  much  the  law,  to  a  gross  abuse  of  his  power  by  his 
lowest  servants ;  by  which  120  or  more  of  our  countrymen  perished 
miserably  in  a  dungeon  by  a  fate  too  tragical  for  me  to  be  desirous 
to  relate,  and  too  well  known  to  stand  in  need  of  it. 

At  the  time  that  this  event  happened,  there  was  at  the  same 
time  a  concurrence  of  other  events,  which,  from  this  partial  and 
momentai7  weakness,  displayed  the  strength  of  Great  Britain  in 
Asia.  For  some  years  before,  the  French  and  English  troops 
began,  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  to  exhibit  the  power,  force,  and 
eflBcacy  of  European  discipline.  As  we  daily  looked  for  a  war  with 
France,  our  settlements  on  that  coast  were  in  some  degree  armed. 
Lord  Pigot,  then  governor  of  Madras, — Lord  Pigot,  the  preserver, 
and  the  victim  of  the  British  dominion  in  Asia, — detached  such  of 
the  company's  force  as  could  be  collected  and  spared,  and  such  of 
his  majesty's  ships  as  were  on  that  station,  to  the  assistance  of 
Calcutta.  And,  to  hasten  this  history  to  its  conclusion, — the  daring 
and  commanding  genius  of  Clive, — the  patient  and  firm  ability  of 
Watson, — the  treachery  of  Meer  .Jaffier, — and  the  battle  of  Plassey, 
gave  us  at  once  the  patronage  of  a  kingdom,  and  the  command  of 
all  its  treasures.  We  negotiated  vdth  Meer  Jaffier  for  the  vice- 
royal  throne  of  his  master.  On  that  throne  we  seated  him.  And 
we  obtained  on  our  part,  immense  sums  of  money.  We  obtained  a 
million  sterling  for  the  company;  upwards  of  a  million  for  indi- 
viduals :  in  the  whole,  a  sum  of  about  two  millions  two  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  for  various  purposes  from  the  prince  whom 
we  had  set  up.  We  obtained  too  the  town  of  Calcutta,  more  com- 
pletely than  we  had  before  possessed  it,  and  the  twenty-four  dis- 
tricts adjoining.  This  was  the  first  small  seminal  principle  of  the 
immense  territorial  acquisitions  we  have  since  made  in  India. 

Many  circumstances  of  this  acquisition  I  pass  by.  There  is  a 
sacred  veil  to  be  drawn  over  the  beginnings  of  all  governments. 
Ours,  in  India,  had  an  origin  like  those,  which  time  has  sanctified 
by  obscurity.  Time,  in  the  origin  of  most  governments,  has  thrown 
this  mysterious  veil  over  them  ;  prudence  and  discretion  make  it 
necessary  to  throw  something  of  the  same  drapery  over  more  recent 
foundations  ;  in  which  otherwise  the  fortune,  the  genius,  the  talents, 
and  military  virtue  of  this  nation  never  shone  more  conspicuously. 
But,  whatever  necessity  might  hide,  or  excuse,  or  palliate  in  the 
acquisition  of  power,  a  wise  nation,  when  it  has  once  made  a  revolu- 
tion upon  its  own  principles,  and  for  its  own  ends,  rests  there.  The 
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first  step  to  empire  is  revolution,  by  which  power  is  conferred  ;  the 
next  is  good  laws,  good  orders,  good  institutions,  to  give  that  power 
stability.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  the  reverse  of  this  policy  was  the 
principle  on  which  the  gentlemen  in  India  acted.  It  was  such  as 
tended  to  make  the  new  government  as  unstable  as  the  old.  By 
the  vast  sums  of  money  acquired  by  individuals  upon  this  occasion, 
by  the  immense  sudden  prodigies  of  fortune, — it  was  discovered 
that  a  revolution  in  Bengal  was  a  mine  much  more  easily  worked, 
and  infinitely  more  productive,  than  the  mines  of  Potosi  and  Mexico. 
It  was  found  that  the  work  was  not  only  very  lucrative,  but  not  at 
all  difficult.  Where  Olive  forded  a  deep  water  upon  an  unknown 
bottom,  he  left  a  bridge  for  his  successors,  over  which  the  lame 
could  hobble,  and  the  blind  might  grope  their  way.  There  was  not 
at  that  time  a  knot  of  clerks  in  a  counting-house  ;  there  was  not  the 
captain  of  a  band  of  ragged  topasses,  that  looked  for  any  thing  less 
than  the  deposition  of  soubahs,  and  the  sale  of  kingdoms.  Accord- 
ingly, this  revolution,  which  ought  to  have  precluded  other  revolu- 
tions, unfortunately  became  fruitful  of  them  ;  and  when  Lord  Olive 
returned  to  Europe,  to  enjoy  his  fame  and  fortune  in  his  own  country, 
there  arose  another  description  of  men,  who  thought  that  a  revolu- 
tion might  be  made  upon  his  revolution  ;  and  as  lucrative  to  them 
as  his  was  to  the  first  projectors.  Scarcely  was  Meer  Jaffier,  Lord 
Olive's  nabob,  seated  on  his  musnud,  than  they  immediately,  or  in  a 
short  time,  projected  another  revolution — a  revolution  which  was  to 
unsettle  all  the  former  had  settled — a  revolution  to  make  way  for 
new  disturbances,  and  new  wars ;  and  which  led  to  that  long 
chain  of  peculation,  which  ever  since  has  afflicted  and  oppressed 
Bengal. 

If  ever  there  was  a  time,  when  Bengal  should  have  had  respite 
from  internal  revolutions,  it  was  this.  The  governor,  forced  upon 
the  natives,  was  now  upon  the  throne.  All  the  great  lords  of  the 
country,  both  Gentoos  and  ]Mahommedans,  were  uneasy,  discontented, 
and  disobedient;  and  some  absolutely  in  arms,  and  refusing  to  recog- 
nize the  prince  we  had  set  up.  An  imminent  invasion  of  the 
Mahrattas,  an  actual  invasion  headed  by  the  son  of  the  Mogul,  the 
revenues  on  account  of  the  late  shock  very  ill  collected,  even  where 
the  country  was  in  some  apparent  quiet,  a  hungry  treasury  at 
Oalcutta,  an  empty  treasury  at  Moorshedabad, — every  thing 
demanded  tranquillity,  and  with  it  order  and  economy.  In  this 
situation  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  new  and  entirely  mercenary 
revolution ;  and  to  set  up  to  sale  the  government,  secured  to  its 
present  possessor  by  every  tie  of  public  faith,  and  every  sacred 
obligation  which  could  bind  or  influence  mankind.  This  second 
revolution  forms  that  period  in  the  Bengal  history,  which  had  the 
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most  direct  influence  upon  all  the  subsequent  transactions.  It 
introduces  some  of  the  persons  who  were  most  active  in  the  succeed- 
ing scenes,  and  from  that  time  to  this  has  given  its  tone  and  cha^ 
racter  to  the  British  affairs  and  government.  It  marks  and  speci- 
fies the  origin  and  true  principle  of  all  the  abuses  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings was  afterwards  appointed  to  correct,  and  which  the  commons 
charge  that  he  continued  and  aggravated — namely,  the  venal  depo- 
sitions, and  venal  exaltations  of  the  country  powers, — ^the  taking  of 
bribes  and  corrupt 'presents  from  all  parties  in  those  changes ;  the 
vitiating  and  maiming  the  company's  records ;  the  suppression  of 
public  correspondence ;  corrupt  combinations  and  conspiracies ; 
perfidy  in  negotiation  established  into  principle  ; — acts  of  the  most 
atrocious  wickedness  justified  upon  purity  of  intention  ;  mock-trials 
and  collusive  acquittals  among  the  parties  in  common  guilt, — and  in 
the  end,  the  court  of  directors  supporting  the  scandalous  breach  of 
their  own  orders.  I  shall  state  the  particulars  of  this  second 
revolution  more  at  large. 

Soon  after  the  revolution  which  had  seated  ]Meer  Jaffier  on  the 
vice-royal  throne,  the  spirit  of  the  !Mogul  empire  began,  as  it  were, 
to  make  one  faint  struggle  before  it  finally  expired.  The  then  heir 
to  that  throne,  escaping  from  the  hands  of  those  who  had  held  his 
father  prisoner,  had  put  him-self  at  the  head  of  several  chiefs  col- 
lected under  the  standard  of  his  house,  and  appeared  in_force  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  upon  both  which  he 
made  some  impression.  This  alarmed  the  new  powers,  the  nabob 
Meer  Jafiier,  and  the  presidency  of  Calcutta ;  and  as  in  a  common 
cause,  and  by  the  terms  of  their  mutual  allianee,  they  took  the  field 
against  him.  The  naboVs  eldest  son,  and  heir-apparent,  commanded 
in  chief.  Major  Calliaud  commanded  the  English  forces  under  the 
government  of  Calcutta.  Mr.  Holwell  was  in  the  temporary  posses- 
sion of  the  presidency.  Mr.  Vansittart  was  hourly  expected  to 
supersede  him.  Mr.  Warren  Hastings,  a  young  gentleman,  about 
twentj'-seven  years  of  age,  was  resident  for  the  company  at  the 
durbar,  or  court,  of  ^leer  Jaffier,  our  new-created  nabob  of  Bengal, 
allied  to  this  countrj-  by  the  most  solemn  treaties  that  can  bind  men ; 
for  which  treaties  he  had  paid,  and  was  then  paying,  immense  sums 
of  money.  Mr.  Warren  Hastings  was  the  pledge  in  his  hands  for 
the  honour  of  the  British  nation,  and  their  fidelity  to  their  engage- 
ments. 

In  this  situation  Mr.  Holwell,  whom  the  terrible  example  of  the 
Black  Hole  at  Calcutta  had  not  cured  of  ambition,  thought  an  hour 
was  not  to  be  lost  in  accomplishing  a  revolution  and  selling  the 
reigning  nabob. 

My  lords,  there  was  in  the  house  of  Meer  Jaffier,  in  his  court,  and 
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in  his  family,  a  man  of  an  intriguing,  crafty,  subtle,  and  at  the  same 
time  bold,  daring,  desperate,  bloody,  and  ferocious  character,  called 
Cossim  Ally  Cawn.  He  was  the  son-in-law  of  Meer  Jaffier ;  and 
he  made  no  other  use  of  this  affinity,  than  to  find  some  means  to 
dethrone  and  to  murder  him.  This  was  the  person  in  whose  school 
of  politics  Mr.  Hastings  made  his  first  studies,  and  whose  conduct 
he  quotes  as  his  example,  and  for  whose  friends,  agents,  and  favourites, 
he  has  always  shown  a  marked  predilection.  This  dangerous  man 
was  not  long  without  finding  persons  who  observed  his  talents  with 
admiration,  and  who  thought  fit  to  employ  him. 

The  council  at  Calcutta  was  divided  into  two  departments ;  one, 
the  council  in  general,  the  other  a  select  committee,  which  they  had 
arranged  for  the  better  carrying  on  their  political  affairs.  But  the 
select  committee  had  no  power  of  acting  wholly  without  the  council 
at  large,  at  least  finally  and  conclusively.  The  sele'ct  committee 
thought  otherwise.  Between  these  litigant  parties  for  power  I 
shall  not  determine  on  the  merits ;  thinking  of  nothing  but  the 
use  that  was  made  of  the  power,  to  whomsoever  it  belonged.  This 
secret  committee,  then,  without  communicating  with  the  rest  of  the 
council,  formed  the  plan  for  a  second  revolution.  But  the  concur- 
rence of  Major  Oalliaud,  who  commanded  the  British  troops,  was 
essential  to  the  purpose,  as  it  could  not  be  accomplished  without 
force.  Mr.  Hastings's  assistance  was  necessary,  as  it  could  not  be 
accomplished  without  treachery. 

These  are  the  parties  concerned  in  the  intended  revolution. 
Mr.  Holwell,  who  considered  himself  in  possession  only  of  tem- 
porary power,  was  urged  to  precipitate  the  business ;  for  if  Mr. 
Vansittart  should  arrive  before  his  plot  could  be  finally  put  into 
execution,  he  would  have  all  the  leading  advantages  of  it,  and 
Mr.  Holwell  would  be  considered  only  as  a  secondary  instrument. 
But  whilst  Mr.  Holwell,  who  originally  conceived  this  plot,  urged 
forward  the  execution  of  it,  in  order  that  the  chief  share  of  the 
profits  might  fall  to  him,  the  major,  and  possibly  the  resident,  held 
back,  till  they  might  receive  the  sanction  of  the  permanent  governor, 
who  was  hourly  expected,  with  whom  one  of  them  was  connected, 
and  who  was  to  carry  with  him  the  whole  weight  of  the  authority 
of  this  kingdom.  This  difference  produced  discussions.  Holwell 
endeavoured  by  his  correspondence  to  stimulate  Calliaud  to  this 
enterprise,  which  without  him  could  not  be  undertaken  at  all. 
But  Major  Calliaud  had  different  views.  He  concurred  inwardly, 
as  he  tells  us  himself,  in  all  the  principles  of  this  intended  revo- 
lution, in  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  it.  He  only  wished  delay. 
But  he  gave  such  powerful,  solid,  and  satisfactory  reasons,  not 
against  the  delay,  but  the  very  merits  of  the  design  itself,  exposing 
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the  injustice  and  the  danger  of  it,  and  the  impossibility  of  mending 
by  it  their  condition  in  any  respect,  as  must  have  damned  it  in  the 
mind  of  all  rational  men.  At  least  it  ought  to  have  damned  it  for 
ever  in  his  own.  But  you  will  see  that  Holwell  persevered  in  his 
plan;  and  that  Major  Calliaud  thought  two  things  necessary: 
first,  not  whoUy  to  destroy  the  scheme,  which  he  tells  us  he  always 
approved ;  but  to  postpone  the  execution :  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  delude  the  nabob  by  the  most  strong,  direct,  and  sanguine 
assurances  of  friendship  and  protection  that  it  was  possible  to  give 
to  man. 

WhUst  the  projected  revolution  stood  suspended ;  whilst  Mr, 
Holwell  urged  it  forward,  and  Mr.  Vansittart  was  expect-ed  every 
day  to  give  it  effect ;  whilst  ]\Iajor  Calliaud  with  this  design  of 
ruining  the  nabob  lodged  in  his  breast,  suspended  in  execution,  and 
condemned  in  principle,  kept  the  fairest  face,  and  the  most  confi- 
dential interviews  with  that  unfortunate  prince  and  his  son — as  the 
operations  of  the  campaign  relaxed,  the  army  drew  near  to  Moor- 
shedabad  the  capital — when  a  truly  extraordinary  scene  happened, 
such  I  am  sure  the  English  annals  before  that  time  had  furnished 
no  example  of,  nor  will,  I  trust,  in  future.  I  shall  state  it  as  one 
piece  from  beginning  to  end— reserving  the  events  which  inter- 
vened ;  because,  as  I  do  not  produce  any  part  of  this  series  for  the 
gratification  of  historical  curiosity,  the  contexture  is  necessary  to 
demonstrate  to  your  lordships  the  spirit  of  our  Bengal  politics,  and 
the  necessity  of  some  other  sort  of  judicial  inquiries  than  those 
which  that  government  institute  for  themselves.  The  transaction 
so  manifestly  marks  the  character  of  the  whole  proceeding,  that  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  blamed  for  suspending  for  a  moment  the 
narrative  of  the  steps  taken  towards  the  revolution,  that  you  may 
see  the  whole  of  this  episode  together ;  that  by  it  you  may  judge 
of  the  causes  which  led  progressively  to  the  state  in  which  the 
company's  affairs  stood,  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  sent  for  the 
express  purpose  of  reforming  it. 

The  business  I  am  going  to  enter  into  is  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  the  story  of  the  Three  Seals ;  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  No.  10,  to  the  first  report  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  East  India  Company,  made  in  1773.  The  word  report,  my 
lords,  is  sometimes  a  little  equivocal ;  and  may  signify  sometimes, 
not  what  is  made  known,  but  what  remains  in  obscurity ;  the  detail 
and  evidence  of  many  facts  referred  to  in  the  report  being  usually 
thrown  into  the  appendix.  Many  people,  and  I  among  the  rest 
(I  take  shame  to  myself  for  it),  may  not  have  fully  examined  that 
appendix.  I  was  not  a  member  of  either  of  the  India  committees 
of  1773,     It  is  not,  indeed,  till  within  this  year,  that  I  have  been 
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thoroughly  acquainted  with  that  memorable  history  of  the  three 
seals. 

The  history  is   this:  in  the  year  1760  the  allies  were  in  the 
course  of  operations  against  the  son  of  the  Mogul,  now  the  present 
Mogul,  who,  as  I  have  already  stated,  had  made  an  irruption  into 
the  kingdom  of  Bahar,  in  order  to  reduce  the  lower  provinces  to 
his   obedience.     The   parties   opposing  him   were   the   nabob   of 
Bengal  and  the  company's  troops  under  Major  Oalliaud.     It  was 
whilst  they  faced  the  common  enemy  as  one  body,  this  negotiation 
for  the  destruction  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal  by  his  faithful  allies  of 
the  company  was  going   on  with   diligence.     At   that   time   the 
nabob's   son,    Meeran,  a   youth   in   the   flower  of  his   age,  bold, 
vigorous,  active  ;  full  of  the  politics  in  which  those  who  are  versed 
in  usurpation  are  never  wanting  ;   commanded  the  army  under  his 
father ;  but   was,  in   reality,  the   efficient   person   in   all   things. 
About  the  15th  of  April,  1760,  as  I  have  it  from  Major  Calliaud's 
letter  of  that  date,  the  nabob  came  into  his  tent ;  and,  with  looks 
of  the  utmost  embarrassment,  big  with  some  design  which  swelled 
his  bosom,  something  that  was  too  large  and  burdensome  to  con- 
ceal, and  yet  too  critical  to  be  told,  appeared  to  be  in  a  state  of 
great  distraction.     The  major  seeing  him  in  this  condition,  kindly, 
gently,  like   a  fast  and   sure   friend,  employed    (to   use   his  own 
expression)  some  of  those  assurances  that  tend  to  inaJce  men  fully  open 
their  hearts ;  and  accordingly,  fortified  by  his  assurances,  and  willing 
to  disburden  himself  of  the  secret  that  oppressed  him,  he  opens  his 
heart  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his   new  friends,   allies,  and 
protectors.    The  nabob  thus  assured  did  open  himself,  and  informed 
Major  Oalliaud  that  he  had  just  received  a  message  from  the  prince, 
or  his  principal  minister,  informing  him  that  the  prince  royal,  now 
the  Mogul,  had  an  intention  (as  indeed  he  rationally  might,  sup- 
posing that  we  were  as  well  disposed  to  him  as  we  showed  ourselves 
afterwards)  to  surrender  himself  into  the  hands  of  him,  the  nabob ; 
but  at  the  same  time  wished,  as  a  guarantee,  that  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  English  forces  should  give  him  security  for  his  life 
and  his  honour,  when  he  should  in  that  manner  surrender  himself 
to  the  nabob.     I  do  not  mean,  my  lords,  by  surrendering,  that  it 
was  supposed  he  intended  to  surrender  himself  prisoner  of  war ; 
but  as  a  sovereign  dubious  of  the  fidelity  of  those  about  him,  would 
put  himself  into  the  hands  of  his  faithful  subjects,  of  those  who 
claimed  to  derive  all  their  power,  as  both  we  and  the  nabob  did, 
under  his  authority.     The  nabob  stated  to  the  English  general, 
that  without  this  English  security  the  prince  would  not  deliver 
himself  into  his  hands.     Here  he  confessed  he  found  a  difficulty. 
For  the  giving  this  faith,  if  it  were  kept,  would  defeat  his  ultimate 
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view,  which  was,  when  the  prince  had  delivered  himself  into  his 
hands,  in  plain  terms  to  murder  him.  This  grand  act  could  not 
be  accomplished  without  the  English  general.  In  the  first  place, 
the  prince,  without  the  English  security,  would  not  deUver  himself 
into  the  nabob's  hands ;  and  afterwards,  without  the  English  con- 
currence, he  could  not  be  murdered.  These  were  difficulties  that 
pressed  upon  the  mind  of  the  nabob. 

The  English  commander  heard  this  astonishing  proposition  with- 
out any  apparent  emotion.  Being  a  man  habituated  to  great 
affairs,  versed  in  revolutions,  and  with  a  mind  fortified  against 
extraordinary  events,  he  heard  it  and  answered  it  without  showing 
any  signs  of  abhorrence  or  detestation ;  at  the  same  time  with  a 
protestation  that  he  would  indeed  serve  him,  the  nabob,  but  it 
should  be  upon  such  terms  as  honour  and  justice  could  support ; 
informing  him,  that  an  assurance  for  the  prince's  safety  could  not 
be  given  by  him,  until  he  had  consulted  Mr.  HolweE,  who  was 
governor,  and  his  superior.  This  conversation  passed  in  the 
morning.  On  that  very  morning,  and  whilst  the  transaction  was 
hot.  Major  Calliaud  writes  to  Mr.  Holwell  an  account  of  it.  In 
his  letter  he  informs  him  that  he  made  an  inquiry,  without  stating 
from  whom,  but  that  he  did  inquire  the  probability  of  the  nabob's 
getting  possession  of  the  prince  from  some  persons  who  assured 
him,  that  there  was  no  probability  of  the  prince's  intention  to 
deliver  himself  to  the  nabob  on  any  terms.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  remark,  that  the  whole  transaction  of  the 
morning  of  the  1.5th  of  April  was  not  very  discouraging  to  the 
nabob ;  not  such  as  would  induce  him  to  consider  this  most 
detestable  of  all  projects  as  a  thing  utterly  unfeasible,  and  as  such 
to  abandon  it.  The  evening  came  on  without  any  thing  to  alter 
his  opinion.  Major  Calliaud  that  evening  came  to  the  nabob's 
tent  to  arrange  some  matters  relative  to  the  approaching  campaign. 
The  business  soon  ended  with  regard  to  the  campaign ;  but  the 
proposal  of  the  morning  to  Major  Calliaud,  as  might  be  expected 
to  happen,  was  in  effect  renewed.  Indeed  the  form  was  a  Uttle 
different ;  but  the  substantial  part  remained  the  same.  Your  lord- 
ships will  see  what  these  alterations  were. 

in  the  evening  scene  the  persons  were  more  numerous.  On  the 
part  of  the  company,  ilajor  Calliaud,  Mr.  Lushington,  Mr.  Knox, 
and  the  ambassador  at  the  nabob's  court,  Mr.  Warren  Hastings. 
On  the  part  of  the  iloorish  government,  the  nabob  him.self,  his 
son  Meeran,  a  Persian  secretary,  and  the  nabob's  head  spy,  an 
officer  weU  known  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  of  some  rank. 
These  were  the  persons  of  the  drama  in  the  evening  scene.  The 
nabob  and  his  son  did  not  wait  for  the  prince's  committing  him.self 
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to  their  faith,  which,  it  seems,  Major  Calliaud  did  not  think  likely 
to  happen:  so  that  one  act  of  treachery  is  saved;  but  another 
opened  of  as  extraordinary  a  nature.  Intent  and  eager  on  the 
execution,  and  the  more  certain  of  their  design,  they  accepted  the 
plan  of  a  wicked  wretch,  principal  servant  of  the  then  prime 
minister  to  the  Mogul,  or  themselves  suggested  it  to  him.  A 
person  called  Conery,  dewan  or  principal  steward  to  Oamgar  Khan, 
a  great  chief  in  the  service  of  the  shah  zadda,  or  prince  (now  the 
Great  Mogul,  the  sovereign  under  whom  the  company  holds  their 
charter),  had,  it  seems,  made  a  proposal  to  the  nabob,  that  if  a 
considerable  territory  then  held  by  his  master  was  assured  to  him, 
and  a  reward  of  a  lac  of  rupees,  ten  or  twelve  thousand  pounds, 
secured  to  him,  he  would  for  that  consideration  deliver  the  prince, 
the  eldest  son  of  the  Mogul,  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  nabob ;  or 
if  that  could  not  be  effected,  he  engaged  to  murder  him  for  the 
same  reward.  But  as  the  assassin  could  not  rely  on  the  nabob 
and  his  son  for  his  reward  for  this  meritorious  action,  and  thought 
better  of  English  honour  and  fidelity  in  such  delicate  cases,  he 
required  that  Major  Calliaud  should  set  his  seal  to  the  agreement. 
This  proposition  was  made  to  an  English  commander ;  what  dis- 
course happened  upon  it  is  uncertain.  Mr.  Hastings  is  stated  by 
some  evidence  to  have  acted  as  interpreter  in  this  memorable 
congress.  But  Major  Calliaud  agreed  to  it  without  any  difiiculty. 
Accordingly  an  instrument  was  drawn,  an  indenture  tripartite  pre- 
pared by  the  Persian  secretary,  securing  to  the  party  the  reward  of 
this  infamous,  perfidious,  murderous  act.  First,  the  nabob  put  his 
own  seal  to  the  murder.  The  nabob's  son,  Meeran,  affixed  Ms  seal. 
A  third  seal,  the  most  important  of  all,  was  yet  wanting.  A  pause 
ensued  :  Major  Calliaud's  seal  was  not  at  hand  ;  but  Mr.  Lushing- 
ton  was  sent  near  half  a  mile  to  bring  it.  It  was  brought  at  length ; 
and  the  instrument  of  blood  and  treachery  was  completely  exe- 
cuted.    Three  seals  were  set  to  it. 

This  business  of  the  three  seals,  by  some  means  not  quite  fully  ex- 
plained, but  (as  suspected  by  the  parties)  by  means  of  the  informa- 
tion of  Mr.  Holwell,  who  soon  after  came  home,  was  conveyed  to 
the  ears  of  the  court  of  directors.  The  court  of  directors  wrote  out, 
under  date  of  the  7th  of  October,  1 761,  within  a  little  more  than 
a  year  after  this  extraordinary  transaction,  to  this  effect :— that, 
in  conjunction  with  the  nabob.  Major  Calliaud  had  signed  a  paper, 
ofiering  a  reward  of  a  lac  of  rupees,  or  some  such  sum,  to  several 
black  persons  for  the  assassination  of  the  shah  zadda,  or  prince 
heir-apparent ;  which  paper  was  offered  to  the  then  chief  of  Patna 
to  sign ;  but  which  he  refused  on  account  of  the  infamy  of  the 
measure.     As  it  appeared  in  the  same  light  to  them,  the  directors, 
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they  ordered  a  strict  inquiry  into  it.  The  India  Company,  who 
here  did  their  duty  with  apparent  manHness  and  vigour,  were 
resolved,  however,  to  do  it  with  gentleness,  and  to  proceed  in 
a  manner  that  could  not  produce  any  serious  mischief  to  the 
parties  charged ;  for  they  directed  the  commission  of  inquiry  to  the 
very  clan  and  set  of  people  who,  from  a  participation  in  their  com- 
mon offences,  stood  in  awe  of  one  another ;  in  effect,  to  the  parties 
in  the  transaction.  Without  a  prosecutor,  without  an  impartial 
director  of  the  inquiry,  they  left  it  substantially  to  those  persons 
to  try  one  another  for  their  common  acts.  Here  I  come  upon  the 
principle  which  I  wish  most  strongly  to  mark  to  your  lordships ;  I 
mean  collusive  trials  and  collusive  acquittals.  When  this  matter 
came  to  be  examined,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  which 
was  on  the  4th  of  October,  1 762,  the  council  consisted  of  Peter 
Maguire,  Warren  Hastings,  and  Hugh  Watts.  Mr.  Hastings 
had  by  this  time  accomplished  the  business  of  resident  with  the 
nabob,  and  had  taken  the  seat  to  which  his  seniority  entitled  him 
in  council.  Here  a  difficulty  arose  in  limine,  ilr.  Hastings  was 
represented  to  have  acted  as  interpreter  in  this  business ;  he  was 
therefore  himself  an  object  of  the  inquisition ;  he  was  doubtful  as 
evidence ;  he  was  disqualified  as  a  judge.  It  likewise  appeared 
that  there  might  be  some  objection  to  others  whose  evidence  was 
wanting,  but  who  were  themselves  concerned  in  the  guilt,  ilr. 
Lushington's  evidence  would  be  useful,  but  there  were  two  circum- 
stances rather  unlucky.  First,  he  had  put  the  seal  to  the  instru- 
ment of  murder;  and  secondly,  and  what  was  most  material,  he 
had  made  an  affidavit  at  Patna,  whilst  the  affeir  was  green  and 
recent,  that  he  had  done  so  ;  and  in  the  same  affidavit  had  de- 
posed that  Warren  Hastings  was  interpreter  in  that  transaction. 
Here  were  difficulties  both  on  him  and  Mr.  Hastings.  The  ques- 
tion was  how  to  get  Mr.  Hastings,  the  interpreter,  out  of  his 
interpretation,  and  to  put  him  upon  the  seat  of  judgment.  It  was 
effected,  however,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  effected  was 
something  curious.  ^Mr.  Lushington,  who  by  this  time  was  got 
completely  over,  himself  tells  you  that  in  conferences  with  Major 
CaUiaud,  and  by  arguments  and  reasons  by  him  dehvered,  he  was 
persuaded  to  unsay  his  swearing,  and  to  declare  that  he  believed 
that  the  affidavit  which  he  made  at  Patna,  and  while  the  trans- 
action was  recent,  or  nearly  recent,  must  be  a  mistake ;  that  he 
believed  (what  is  amazing  indeed  for  any  beh'ef)  that  not  Mr. 
Hastings,  but  he  himself,  interpreted.  Mr.  Lushington  completely 
loses  his  own  memorj',  and  he  accepts  an  offered,  a  given  memory, 
a  memory  supplied  to  him  by  a  party  in  the  transaction.  By  this 
operation  all  difficulties  are  removed ;  Mr.  Hastings  is  at  once  put 
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into  the  capacity  of  a  judge.  He  is  declared  by  Mr.  Lushington 
not  to  have  been  an  interpreter  in  the  transaction.  After  this, 
Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  examined.  Your  lordships  will  look  at 
the  transaction  at  your  leisure,  and  I  think  you  will  consider  it  as 
a  pattern  for  inquiries  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Hastings  is  examined : 
he  does  not  recollect.  His  memory  also  fails  on  a  business,  in 
which  it  is  not  easy  to  suppose  a  man  could  be  doubtful  whether 
he  was  present  or  not:  he  thinks  he  was  not  there;  for  that, 
if  he  had  been  there,  and  acted  as  interpreter,  he  could  not  have 
forgot  it. 

I  think  it  is  pretty  nearly  as  I  state  it ;  if  I  have  fallen  into  any 
error  or  inaccuracy  it  is  easily  rectified ;  for  here  is  the  state  of  the 
transaction  given  by  the  parties  themselves.  On  this  inaccurate 
memory  of  Mr.  Hastings,  not  venturing,  however,  to  say  positively, 
that  he  was  not  the  interpreter,  or  that  he  was  not  present,  he  is 
discharged  from  being  an  accomplice ;  he  is  removed  from  the  bar, 
and  leaps  upon  the  seat  of  justice.  The  court  thus  completed, 
Major  Calliaud  comes  manfully  forward  to  make  his  defence.  Mr. 
Lushington  is  taken  off  his  back  in  the  manner  we  have  seen,  and 
no  one  person  remains  but  Captain  Knox.  Now,  if  Captain  Knox 
was  there  and  assenting,  he  is  an  accomplice  too.  Captain  Knox 
asserts  that,  at  the  consultation  about  the  murder,  he  said,  it  was 
a  pity  to  cut  off  so  fine  a  young  fellow  in  such  a  manner,  meaning 
that  fine  young  fellow  the  prince,  the  descendant  of  Tamerlane,  the 
present  reigning  Mogul,  from  whom  the  company  derive  their  present 
charter.  The  purpose  to  be  served  by  this  declaration,  if  it  had 
any  purpose,  was,  that  Captain  Knox  did  not  assent  to  the  murder, 
and  that  therefore  his  evidence  might  be  valid. 

The  defence  set  up  by  Major  Calliaud  was  to  this  effect.  He 
was  apprehensive,  he  said,  that  the  nabob  was  alarmed  at  the  violent 
designs  that  were  formed  against  him  by  Mr.  Holwell ;  and  that 
therefore  to  quiet  his  mind  (to  quiet  it  by  a  proposition  compounded 
of  murder  and  treason,  an  odd  kind  of  mind  he  had,  that  was  to  be 
quieted  by  such  means  !)— but  to  quiet  his  mind,  and  to  show  that 
the  English  were  willing  to  go  all  lengths  with  him,  to  sell  body  and 
soul  to  him,  he  did  put  his  seal  to  this  extraordinary  agreement,  he 
put  his  seal  to  this  wonderful  paper.  He  likewise  stated,  that  he 
was  of  opinion  at  the  time,  that  nothing  at  all  sinister  could  happen 
from  it,  that  no  such  murder  was  likely  to  take  place,  whatever 
might  be  the  intention  of  the  parties.  In  fact  he  had  very  luckily 
said  in  a  letter  of  his  written  a  day  after  the  setting  the  seal,  "  I 
think  nothing  will  come  of  this  matter,  but  it  is  no  harm  to  try." 
This  experimental  treachery,  and  these  essays  of  conditional  murder, 
appeared  to  him  good  enough  to  make  a  trial  of ;  but  at  the  same 
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time  he  was  afraid  nothing  would  come  of  it.  In  general,  the  whole 
gist  of  his  defence  comes  to  one  point,  in  which  he  persists, — that, 
whatever  the  act  might  be,  his  mind  is  clear — "  my  hands  are  guilty, 
but  my  heart  is  free."  He  conceived  that  it  would  be  very  improper, 
undoubtedly,  to  do  such  an  act,  if  he  suspected  any  thing  could 
happen  from  it ;  he,  however,  let  the  thing  out  of  his  own  hands ; 
he  put  it  into  the  hands  of  others :  he  put  the  commission  into  the 
hands  of  a  murderer.  The  fact  was  not  denied — it  was  fully  before 
these  severe  judges.  The  extenuation  was  the  purity  of  his  heart, 
and  the  bad  situation  of  the  company's  affairs  (the  perpetual  plea, 
which  your  lordships  will  hear  of  for  ever,  and  which  if  it  will  justify 
evil  actions,  they  will  take  good  care  that  the  most  nefarious  of 
their  deeds  shall  never  want  a  sufficient  justification).  But  then 
he  calls  upon  his  life  and  his  character  to  oppose  to  his  seal ;  and 
though  he  has  declared,  that  Mr.  Holwell  had  intended  iU  to  the 
nabob,  and  that  he  approved  of  those  measures,  and  only  postponed 
them,  yet  he  thought  it  necessary,  he  says,  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the 
nabob ;  and  from  this  motive  he  did  an  act  abhorrent  to  his  nature, 
and  which,  he  says,  he  expressed  his  abhorrence  of  the  morning 
after  he  signed  it :  not  that  he  did  so ;  but  if  he  had,  I  believe 
it  would  only  have  made  the  thing  so  many  degrees  worse. 
Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  in  this  conference,  as  stated  by 
himself,  these  reasons  and  apologies  for  it  did  not  appear,  nor  did 
they  appear  in  the  letter,  nor  any  where  else,  till  next  year,  when 
he  came  upon  his  trial.  Then  it  was  immediately  recollected,  that 
Mr.  Holwell's  designs  were  so  wicked,  they  certainly  must  be  known 
to  the  nabob,  though  he  never  mentioned  them  in  the  conference  of 
the  morning  or  the  evening  of  the  loth;  yet  such  was  now  the 
weight  and  prevalence  of  them  upon  the  major's  mind,  that  he  calls 
upon  Mr.  Hastings  to  know  whether  the  nabob  was  not  informed 
of  these  designs  of  Isli.  Holwell  against  him.  Mr.  Hastings's 
memory  was  not  quite  correct  upon  the  occasion.  He  does  not 
recollect  any  thing  of  the  matter.  He  certainly  seems  not  to  think 
that  he  ever  mentioned  it  to  the  nabob,  or  the  nabob  to  him  ;  but 
he  does  recollect,  he  thinks,  speaking  something  to  some  of  the 
nabob's  attendants  upon  it,  and  further  this  deponent  sayeth  not. 
On  this  state  of  things,  namely,  the  purity  of  intention,  the  neces- 
sities of  the  company,  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  nabob  in  perfect 
good  humour  and  removing  suspicions  from  his  mind,  which  sus- 
picions he  had  never  expressed,  they  came  to  the  resolution  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  read  to  you :  "  that  the  representation,  given 
in  the  said  defence,  of  the  state  of  the  afikirs  of  the  country  at  that 
time  (that  is,  about  the  month  of  April,  1 760)  is  true  and  just ; 
[that  is,  the  bad  state  of  the  country,  which  we  shall  consider  here- 
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after;]  that,  in  such  circumstances,  the  nabob's  urgent  account  of 
his  own  distresses,  the  coloneFs  desire  of  making  him  easy,  [for  here 
is  a  recapitulation  of  the  whole  defence,]  as  the  first  thing  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  the  suddenness  of  the  thing  pro- 
posed, might  deprive  him  for  a  moment  of  his  recollection,  and 
surprise  him  into  a  measure,  which,  as  to  the  measure  itself,  he 
could  not  approve.  That  such  only  were  the  motives,  which  did 
or  could  influence  Colonel  Calliaud  to  assent  to  the  proposal,  is  fully 
evinced  by  the  deposition  of  Captain  Knox  and  Mr.  Lushington, 
that  his  {Calliaud's)  conscience,  at  the  time,  never  reproached  him  with 
a  bad  design.'''' 

Your  lordships  have  heard  of  the  testimony  of  a  person  to  his 
own  conscience ;  but  the  testimony  of  another  man  to  any  one's 
conscience— this  is  the  first  time,  I  believe,  it  ever  appeared  in  a 
judicial  proceeding.  It  is  natural  to  say,  "  my  conscience  acquits 
me  of  it ;"  but  they  declare,  that  "  his  conscience  never  reproached 
him  with  a  bad  design,  and  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  they  are 
satisfied,  that  his  intention  was  good,  though  he  erred  in  the 
measure." 

I  beg  leave  to  state  one  thing  that  escaped  me,  that  the  nabob, 
who  was  one  of  the  parties  to  the  design,  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
inquiry,  a  sort  of  prisoner  or  an  exile  at  Calcutta ;  that  his  moonshee 
was  there,  or  might  have  been  had ;  and  that  his  spy  was  Hkewise 
there ;  and  that  they,  though  parties  to  this  transaction,  were  never 
called  to  account  for  it  in  any  sense  or  in  any  degree,  or  to  show 
how  far  it  was  necessary  to  quiet  the  nabob's  mind. 

The  accomplices,  by  acquitting  him  upon  their  testimony  to  his 
conscience,  did  their  business  nobly.  But  the  good  court  of  directors, 
who  were  so  easily  satisfied,  so  ready  to  condemn  at  the  first  pro- 
position, and  so  ready  afterwards  to  acquit,  put  the  last  finishing 
hand  of  a  master  to  it.  For  the  accomplices  acquit  him  of  evil 
intentions  and  excuse  his  act.  The  court  of  directors,  disapproving 
indeed  the  measure,  but  receiving  the  testimony  of  his  conscience 
in  justification  of  his  conduct,  and  taking  up  the  whole  ground, 
honourably  acquit  him,  and  commend  this  action  as  an  instance  of 
heroic  zeal  in  their  service. 

The  great  end  and  purpose  for  which  I  produce  this  to  your  lord- 
ships, is  to  show  you  the  necessity  there  is  for  other  inquiries,  other 
trials,  other  acquittals  of  parties,  than  those  made  by  a  collusive  clan 
abroad,  or  by  the  directors  at  home,  who  had  required  the  parties 
to  inquire  of  themselves,  and  to  take  the  testimony  of  the  judges  at 
second-hand,  as  to  the  conscience  of  the  party  accused,  respecting 
acts,  which  neither  they  nor  any  man  living  can  look  upon  but  with 
horror. 
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I  have  troubled  your  lordships  with  the  story  of  the  three  seals, 
as  a  specimen  of  the  then  state  of  the  service,  and  the  politics  of 
the  servants,  civil  and  military,  in  the  horrid  abuses  which  then 
prevailed,  and  which  render  at  length  the  most  rigorous  reformation 
necessary. 

I  close  this  episode  to  resume  the  proceedings  at  the  second  revo- 
lution. This  affair  of  the  three  seak  was,  we  have  seen,  to  quiet 
the  fears  of  the  nabob.  His  fears  it  was,  indeed,  necessary  to  quiet ; 
for  your  lordships  will  see,  that  the  man  whose  fears  were  to  be  set 
asleep  by  Major  Calliaud''s  offering  him,  in  a  scheme  for  murdering 
his  sovereign,  an  odd  sort  of  opiate,  made  up  of  blood  and  treason, 
was  now  in  a  fair  way  of  being  murdered  himself  by  the  machina- 
tions of  him  whose  seal  was  set  to  his  murderous  security  of  peace, 
and  by  those  his  accomplices,  Holwell  and  Hastings ;  at  least  they 
resolved  to  put  him  in  a  situation,  in  which  his  murder  was  in  a 
manner  inevitable,  as  you  will  see  in  the  sequel  of  the  transaction. 
Now  the  plan  proceeds.  The  parties  continued  in  the  camp  ;  but 
there  was  another  remora.  To  remove  a  nabob,  and  to  create  a 
revolution,  is  not  easy;  houses  are  strong,  who  have  sons  grown 
up  with  .vigour  and  fitness  for  the  command  of  armies.  They  are 
not  easily  overturned  by  removing  the  principal,  unless  the  secondary 
is  got  rid  of:  and  if  this  remora  could  be  removed,  every  thing  was 
going  on  in  a  happy  way  in  the  business.  This  plan,  which  now 
(that  is,  about  the  month  of  July)  began  to  get  into  great  ripeneas 
and  forwardness,  !Mr.  Holwell  urged  forward,  Mr.  Vansittart  being 
hourly  expected. 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  going  to  state  a  thing,  though  it  is 
upon  the  records,  which  wUl  not  have  too  theatrical  an  appearance 
for  the  grave  state  in  which  we  are.  But  here  it  is — the  difficulty, 
the  knot,  and  the  solution,  as  recorded  by  the  parties  themselves. 
It  was  the  object  of  this  bold,  desperate,  designing  man,  Cossim 
Ally  Cawn,  who  aimed  at  every  thing,  and  who  scrupled  not  to  do 
any  thing  in  attaining  what  he  aimed  at,  to  be  appointed  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  nabob  -Jaffier  Ally,  and  thus  to  get  possession  of  his 
office  during  his  lifetime  under  that  name,  with  a  design  of  murder- 
ing him ;  for  that  office,  according  to  many  usages  of  that  country, 
totally  supersedes  the  authority  of  the  first  magistrate,  renders  him 
a  cypher  in  his  hand,  gives  the  administration  of  his  affairs  and 
command  of  his  troops  to  the  lieutenant.  It  was  a  part  of  hLs  plan, 
that  he  was,  after  his  appointment  to  the  lieutenancy,  to  be  named 
to  the  succession  of  the  nabob,  who  had  se\  eral  other  children ;  but 
the  eldest  son  stood  in  the  >vay. 

But  as  things  hastened  to  a  crisis,  this  difficulty  was  removed  in 
the  most  extraordinary  and  providential  unheard  of  manner,  by  the 
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most  extraordinary  event  that,  I  believe,  is  recorded  in  history. 
Just  in  the  nick  of  time,  in  the  moment  of  projection,  on  the  8rd  of 
July,  this  prince  Meeran,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  bold,  active, 
enterprising,  lying  asleep  in  his  tent,  is  suddenly,  without  any  one  s 
knowing  it,  without  any  alarm  or  menace  in  the  heavens,  that  ever 
was  heard  of  or  mentioned,  without  any  one  whatever  being  hurt  or 
even  alarmed  m  the  camp,  killed  with  a  flash  of  hghtning.  My 
lords,  thus  was  the  Gordian  knot  cut.  This  prince  dies  of  a  flash 
of  hghtning,  and  Mr.  Lushington  (of  whom  you  have  heard)  comes 
in  the  morning  with  his  hair  standing  erect,  comes  frightened  mto 
the  presence  of  Major  Calliaud,  and,  with  the  utmost  alarm,  tells 
him  of  a  circumstance  that  was  afterwards  to  give  them  so  much 
pleasure.  The  alarm  was  immediately  communicated  to  the  major, 
who  was  seized  with  a  fright ;  and  fearing  lest  the  army  should 
mutiny  upon  the  death  of  their  chief,  it  was  contrived  in  a  manner, 
that  I  believe  was  most  difficult  to  contrive,  that  what  might  have 
excited  a  general  mutiny,  was  concealed  by  the  ability,  the  good 
conduct,  and  dexterity  of  Major  Calliaud  for  seven  days  together, 
till  he  led  the  army  out  of  the  place  of  danger.  Thus  a  judgment 
fell  upon  one  of  the  (innocent)  murderers  in  the  scene  of  the  three 
seals.  This  man,  who  was  probably  guilty  in  his  conscience  as  well 
as  in  act,  thus  feU  by  that  most  lucky,  providential,  and  most  useful 
flash  of  lightning. 

There  were  at  that  time,  it  seems,  in  Calcutta,  a  wicked  sceptical 
set  of  people,  who  somehow  or  other  believed  that  human  agency 
was  concerned  in  this  elective  flash,  which  came  so  very  opportunely, 
and  which  was  a  favour  so  thankfully  acknowledged.  These  wicked, 
ill-natured  sceptics  disseminated  reports  (which  I  am  sure  I  do  not 
mean  to  charge  or  prove,  leaving  the  effect  of  them  to  you)  very 
dishonourable,  I  believe,  to  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  in  the  business,  and 
to  some  Englishmen  who  were  concerned. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  rid  of  Meeran  being  thus  removed,  Mr. 
Vansittart  comes  upon  the  scene.  I  verily  believe  he  was  a  man  of 
good  intentions,  and  rather  debauched  by  that  amazing  flood  of 
iniquity  which  prevailed  at  that  time,  or  hurried  and  carried  away 
with  it.  In  a  few  days  he  sent  for  Major  Calliaud.  All  his  objec- 
tions vanish  in  an  instant ;  like  that  flash  of  lightning,  every  thing 
is  instant.  The  major  agrees  to  perform  his  part.  They  send  for 
Cossim  Ally  Cawn  and  Mr.  Hastings,  they  open  a  treaty  and  con- 
clude it  with  him,  leaving  the  management  of  it  to  two  persons,  Mr. 
Holwell  and  another  person,  whom  we  have  heard  of,  an  Armenian, 
called  Coja  Petruse,  who  afterwards  played  his  part  in  another 
illustrious  scene.  By  this  Petruse  and  IMr.  Holwell  the  matter  is 
settled.     The  moment  Mr.  Holwell  is  raised  to  be  a  secretary  of 
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state,  the  revolution  is  accomplished.  By  it  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  is 
to  have  the  lieutenancy  at  present,  and  the  succession.  Every 
thing  is  put  into  his  hands,  and  he  is  to  make  for  it  large  conces- 
sions, which  you  will  hear  of  afterwards,  to  the  company.  Cossim 
AUy  Cawn  proposed  to  Mr.  Holwell,  what  would  have  been  no  bad 
supplement  to  the  flash  of  lightning,  the  murder  of  the  nabob ;  but 
Mr.  Holwell  was  a  man  of  too  much  honour  and  conscience  to 
suffer  that.  He  instantly  flew  out  at  it,  and  declared  the  whole 
business  should  stop,  unless  the  affe.ir  of  the  murder  was  given  up. 
Accordingly  things  were  so  settled.  But,  if  he  gave  the  nabob  over 
to  an  intended  murderer,  and  delivered  his  person,  treasure,  and 
every  thing  into  his  hands,  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  might  have  had  no 
great  reason  to  complain  of  being  left  to  the  execution  of  his  own 
projects  in  his  o\vn  way.  The  treaty  was  made,  and  amounted  to 
this,  that  the  company  was  to  receive  three  great  provinces ;  for 
here,  as  we  proceed,  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  observing, 
with  the  progress  of  these  plots,  one  thing  which  has  constantly 
and  uniformly  pervaded  the  whole  of  these  projects,  and  which  the 
persons  concerned  in  them  have  avowed  as  a  principle  of  their 
actions — that  they  were  first  to  take  care  of  the  company's  interest, 
then  of  their  own ;  that  is,  first  to  secure  to  the  company  an 
enormous  bribe,  and  under  the  shadow  of  that  bribe  to  take  all  the 
little  emoluments  they  could  to  themselves.  Three  great  rich 
southern  provinces,  maritime,  or  nearly  maritime,  Burdwan,  Mid- 
napore,  and  Chittagong,  were  to  be  dissevered  from  the  soubah  and 
to  be  ceded  to  the  company.  There  were  other  minor  stipulations 
which  it  is  not  necessary  at  present  to  trouble  you  with,  signed, 
sealed,  and  executed  at  Calcutta  between  these  parties  with  the 
greatest  possible  secrecy.  The  heutenancy  and  the  succession  were 
secured  to  Cossim  Ally,  and  he  was  likewise  to  give  somewhere 
about  the  sum  of  200,000?.  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  concerned, 
as  a  reward  for  serving  him  so  eS'ectually,  and  for  serving  their 
country  so  well.  Accordingly,  these  stipulations,  actual  or  under- 
stood (for  they  were  eventually  carried  into  effect),  being  settled,  a 
comnussion  of  delegation,  consisting  chiefly  of  Mr.  Yansittart  and 
Major  Calliaud,  was  sent  up  to  ^Moorshedabad  ;  the  new  governor 
taking  this  opportunity  of  paying  the  usual  visit  of  respect  to  the 
nabob,  and  in  a  manner  which  a  new  governor  coming  into  place 
would  do,  with  the  detaU  of  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  trouble 
you.  Mr.  Hastings  was  at  this  time  at  the  durbar ;  and  having 
every  thing  prepared,  and  the  ground  smoothed,  they  first  endeavoured 
to  persuade  the  nabob  to  dehver  over  the  power  negotiated  for  into 
the  hands  of  their  friend  Cossim  Ally  Cawn.  But  when  the  old 
man,  frightened  out  of  his  wits,  asked,  "  What  is  it  he  has  bid  for 
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me  ?"  and  added,  "  I  will  give  half  as  much  again  to  save  myself; 
pray  let  me  know  what  my  price  is  ;"  he  entreated  in  vain.  They 
were  true,  firm,  and  faithful  to  their  word  and  their  engagement. 
When  he  saw  they  were  resolved  that  he  should  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  he  at  once  surrenders  the  whole  to 
him.  They  instantly  grasp  it.  He  throws  himself  into  a  boat,  and 
will  not  remain  at  home  an  hour,  hut  hurries  down  to  Calcutta  to 
leave  his  blood  at  our  door,  if  we  should  have  a  mind  to  take  it. 
But  the  life  of  the  nabob  was  too  great  a  stake,  partly  as  a  security 
for  the  good  behaviour  of  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  and  still  more  for  the 
future  use  that  might  be  made  of  him,  to  be  thrown  away,  or  left  in 
the  hands  of  a  man,  who  would  certainly  murder  him,  and  who  was 
very  angry  at  being  refused  the  murder  of  his  father-in-law.  The 
price  of  this  second  revolution  was,  according  to  their  shares  in  it 
(I  believe  I  have  it  here),  somewhere  about  200,000^.  This  little 
effusion  to  private  interest  settled  the  matter,  and  here  ended  the 
second  revolution  in  the  country ;  effected  indeed  without  bloodshed, 
but  with  infinite  treachery,  with  infinite  mischief,  consequent  to  the 
dismemberment  of  the  country,  and  which  had  nearly  become  fatal 
to  our  concerns  there,  like  every  thing  else  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 
had  any  share. 

This  prince,  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  knew 
that  those  who  could  give  could  take  away  dominion.  He  had 
scarcely  got  upon  the  throne,  procured  for  him  by  our  public  spirit 
and  his  own  iniquities,  than  he  began  directly  and  instantly  to 
fortify  himself,  and  to  bend  all  his  politics  against  those  who  were 
or  could  be  the  donors  of  such  fatal  gifts.  He  began  with  the 
natives  who  were  in  their  interest,  and  cruelly  put  to  death,  under 
the  eye  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  clan,  all  those  who,  by  their  monied 
wealth,  or  landed  consideration,  could  give  any  effect  to  their  dis- 
positions in  favour  of  those  ambitious  strangers.  He  removed  from 
Moorshedabad  higher  up  into  the  country,  to  INIonghir,  in  order  to 
be  more  out  of  our  view.  He  kept  his  word  pretty  well,  but  not 
altogether  faithfully  with  the  gentlemen  ;  and  though  he  had  no 
money,  for  his  treasury  was  empty,  he  gave  obhgations  which  are 
known  by  the  name  oi  jeeps — (the  Indian  vocabulary  will  by  degrees 
become  familiar  to  your  lordships,  as  we  develop  the  modes  and 
customs  of  the  country).  As  soon  as  he  had  done  this  he  began  to 
rack  and  tear  the  provinces  that  were  left  to  him,  to  get  as  much 
from  them  as  should  compensate  him  for  the  revenues  of  those  great 
provinces  he  had  lost ;  and  accordingly  he  began  a  scene  of  extor- 
tion, horrible,  nefarious,  without  precedent  or  example,  upon  almost 
all  the  landed  interest  of  that  country.  I  mention  this,  because  he 
is  one  of  those  persons,   whose  governments  Mr.  Hastmgs,  in  a 
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paper,  called  his  Defence,  delivered  in  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
has  produced  as  precedents  and  examples,  which  he  has  thought  fit 
to  follow,  and  which  he  thought  would  justify  him  in  the  conduct  he 
has  pursued.  This  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  after  he  had  acted  the  tyrant 
on  the  landed  interest,  fell  upon  the  monied  interest.  In  that 
country  there  was  a  person  called  Juggut  Seit.  There  were  several 
of  the  family  who  were  bankers  to  such  a  magnitude  as  was  never 
heard  of  in  the  world.  Receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  their  cor- 
respondence exttoded  all  over  Asia  ;  and  there  are  those  who  are 
of  opinion  that  the  house  of  Juggut  Seit,  including  all  its  branches, 
was  not  worth  less  than  six  or  seven  millions  sterling.  This  house 
became  the  prey  of  Cossim  Ally  Cawn ;  but  Mr.  Holwell  had  pre- 
dicted that  it  should  be  delivered  over  to  Satan  to  he  buffeted  (his  own 
pious  expression).  He  predicted  the  misfortunes  that  should  befal 
them  ;  and  we  chose  a  Satan  to  buffet  them,  and  who  did  so  buffet 
them  by  the  murder  of  the  principal  persons  of  the  house,  and  by 
robbing  them  of  great  sums  of  their  wealth,  that  I  believe  such  a 
scene  of  nefarious  tyranny,  destroying  and  cutting  up  the  root  of 
public  credit  in  that  country,  was  scarce  ever  known.  In  the  mean 
time  Cossim  was  extending  his  tyranny  over  all  who  were  obnoxious 
to  him ;  and  the  persons  he  first  sought  were  those  traitors  who 
had  been  friends  to  the  English.  Several  of  the  principal  of  these 
he  murdered.  There  was  in  the  province  of  Bahar  a  man  named 
Hamarain ;  he  had  got  the  most  positive  aasurances  of  English 
faith ;  but  Mr.  Macguire,  a  member  of  the  council,  on  the  receipt 
of  .5000  gold  mohors,  or  something  more  than  8000/.  sterling, 
delivered  him  up  to  be  first  imprisoned,  then  tortured,  then  robbed 
in  consequence  of  the  torture,  and  finally  murdered  by  Cossim  Ally 
Cawn.  In  this  way  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  acted,  while  our  govern- 
ment looked  on.  I  hardly  choose  to  mention  to  you  the  fate  of  a 
certain  native  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  with  Mr.  Mott,  a  friend 
of  ^Ir.  Hastings,  which  is  in  the  company's  records — ^records  which 
are  almost  buried  by  their  own  magnitude  from  the  knowledge  of 
this  country.  In  a  contest  with  this  native  for  his  house  and  pro- 
perty, some  scuffle  having  happened  between  the  parties,  the  one 
attempting  to  seize  and  the  other  to  defend,  the  latter  made  a 
complaint  to  the  nabob,  who  was  in  an  entire  subjection  at  that 
time  to  the  English ;  and  who  ordered  this  unfortunate  man,  on 
account  of  this  verj'  scuffle,  arising  from  defending  his  property,  to 
be  blown  off  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon.  In  short,  I  am  not  able 
to  tell  your  lordships  of  all  the  nefarious  transactions  of  this  man, 
whom  the  intrigues  of  Mr.  Holwell  and  Mr.  Hastings  had  set  upon 
the  throne  of  Bengal.  But  there  is  a  circumstance  in  this  business 
that  comes  across  here,  and  will  tend  to  show  another  grievance 
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that  vexed  that  country,  which  vexed  it  long,  and  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  its  chief  disasters,  and  which,  I  fear,  is  not  so  perfectly 
extirpated  but  that  some  part  of  its  roots  may  remain  in  the  ground 
at  this  moment. 

Commerce,  which  enriches  every  other  country  in  the  world,  was 
bringing  Bengal  to  total  ruin.  The  company,  in  former  times, 
when  it  had  no  sovereignty  or  power  in  the  country,  had  large 
privileges  under  their  dustuck  or  permit ;  their  goods  passed  with- 
out paying  duties  through  the  country.  The  servants  of  the  com- 
pany made  use  of  this  dustuck  for  their  own  private  trade,  which, 
while  it  was  used  with  moderation,  the  native  government  winked 
at  in  some  degree ;  but  when  it  got  wholly  into  private  hands,  it  was 
more  like  robbery  than  trade.  These  traders  appeared  every 
where ;  they  sold  at  their  own  prices,  and  forced  the  people  to  sell 
to  them  at  their  own  prices  also.  It  appeared  more  like  an  army 
going  to  pillage  the  people,  under  pretence  of  commerce,  than  any 
thing  else.  In  vain  the  people  claimed  the  protection  of  their  own 
country  courts.  This  English  army  of  traders  in  their  march 
ravaged  worse  than  a  Tartarian  conqueror.  The  trade  they  carried 
on,  and  which  more  resembled  robbery  than  commerce,  anticipated 
the  resources  of  the  tyrant,  and  threatened  to  leave  him  no  materials 
for  imposition  or  confiscation.  Thus  this  miserable  country  was 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  horrible  rapaciousness  of  a  double  tyranny. 
This  appeared  to  be  so  strong  a  case,  that  a  deputation  was  sent 
to  him  at  his  new  capital,  Monghir,  to  form  a  treaty  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  some  relief  against  this  cruel,  cursed,  and  oppressive 
trade,  which  was  worse  even  than  the  tyranny  of  the  sovereign. 
This  trade  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  president  about  this  time,  that  is,  in 
1763,  who  succeeded  to  Mr.  Holvvell,  and  was  in  close  union  of 
interests  with  the  tyrant  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  by  a  treaty  known  by 
the  name  of  the  treaty  of  Monghir,  agreed  very  much  to  suppress 
and  to  confine  within  something  like  reasonable  bounds.  There 
never  was  a  doubt  on  the  face  of  that  treaty,  that  it  was  a  just, 
proper,  fair  transaction.  But  as  nobody  in  Bengal  did  then  believe 
that  rapine  was  ever  forborne,  but  in  favour  of  bribery,  the  persons 
who  lost  every  advantage  by  the  treaty  of  Monghir,  when  they 
thought  they  saw  corrupt  negotiation  carrying  away  the  prizes  of 
unlawful  commerce,  and  were  likely  to  see  their  trade  crippled  by 
Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  fell  into  a  most  violent  fury  at  this  treaty :  and 
as  the  treaty  was  made  without  the  concurrence  of  the  rest  of  the 
council,  the  company's  servants  grew  divided;  one  part  were  the 
advocates  of  the  treaty,  the  other  of  the  trade.  The  latter  were 
universally  of  opinion  that  the  treaty  was  bought  for  a  great  sum  of 
money.     The  evidence  we  have  on  our  records  of  the  sums  of  money 
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that  are  stated  to  have  been  paid  on  this  occasion,  has  never  been 
investigated  to  the  bottom.  But  we  have  it  on  record,  that  a  great 
sum  (70,000^.)  was  paid  to  persons  concerned  in  that  negotiation. 
The  rest  were  exceedingly  wroth  to  see  themselves  not  profiting  by 
the  negotiation,  and  losing  the  trade,  or  likely  to  be  excluded  from 
it ;  and  they  were  the  more  so,  because,  as  we  have  it  upon  our 
journals,  during  all  that  time  the  trade  of  the  negotiators  was  not 
proscribed,  but  a  perwannah  was  issued  by  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  that 
the  trade  of  his  friends,  Mr.  Vansittart  and  ^Ir.  Hastings,  should 
not  be  subject  to  the  general  regulations.  This  filled  the  whole 
settlement  with  ill  blood  ;  but  in  the  regulation  itself  (I  put  the 
motive  and  the  secret  history  out  of  the  case),  undoubtedly  Mr, 
Hastings  and  Mr.  Vansittart  were  on  the  right  side.  They  had 
shown  to  a  demonstration  the  mischief  of  this  trade.  However,  as 
the  other  party  were  strong,  and  did  not  readily  let  go  their  hold  of 
this  great  advantage,  first,  dissensions,  murmurs,  various  kinds  of 
complaints  and  ill  blood  arose.  Cossim  Ally  was  driven  to  the  wall; 
and,  having  at  the  same  time  made  what  he  thought  good  prepara- 
tions, a  war  broke  out  at  last.  And  how  did  it  break  out  I  This 
Cossim  Ally  Cawn  signalized  his  first  acts  of  hostility  by  an  atrocity 
committed  against  the  faith  of  treaties,  against  the  rules  of  war, 
against  every  principle  of  honour.  This  intended  murderer  of  his 
father-in-law,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  assisted  to  raise  to  the 
throne  of  Bengal,  well  knowing  his  character  and  his  disposition, 
and  well  knovdng  what  such  a  man  was  capable  of  doing,  this  man 
massacred  the  English  wherever  he  met  them.  There  were  two 
hundred,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  company's  servants,  or  their  depen- 
dents, slaughtered  at  Patna  with  every  circumstance  of  the  most 
abominable  cruelty.  Their  limbs  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  tyrant 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  set  up,  cut  and  hacked  the  limbs  of  British 
subjects  in  the  most  cruel  and  perfidious  manner  ;  tlirew  them  into 
wells,  and  polluted  the  waters  of  the  country  with  British  blood. 
Immediately  war  is  declared  against  him  in  form.  That  war  sets 
the  whole  country  in  a  blaze  ;  and  then  other  parties  begin  to 
appear  upon  the  scene,  whose  transactions  you  will  find  yourselves 
deeply  concerned  in  hereafter. 

As  soon  as  war  was  declared  against  Cossim,  it  was  necessary  to 
resolve  to  put  up  another  nabob,  and  to  have  another  revolution ; 
and  where  do  they  resort  but  to  the  man,  whom,  for  his  alleged 
tyranny,  for  his  incapacity,  for  the  numberless  iniquities  he  was 
said  to  have  committed,  and  for  his  total  unfitness  and  disinclina- 
tion to  all  the  duties  of  government,  they  had  dethroned.  This 
very  man  they  take  up  again  to  place  on  the  throne,  from  which 
they  had  about  two  years  before  removed  hiin,  and  for  the  efiecting 
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of  which  they  had  committed  so  many  iniquities.  Even  this  revolu- 
tion was  not  made  without  being  paid  for.  According  to  the  usual 
order  of  processions,  in  which  the  youngest  walk  first — first  comes 
the  company ;  and  the  company  had  secured  to  it  in  perpetuity 
those  provinces  which  Oossim  Ally  Cawn  had  ceded,  as  it  was 
thought,  rather  in  the  way  of  mortgage  than  any  thing  else.  Then, 
under  the  name  of  compensation  for  sufferings  to  the  people  con- 
cerned in  the  trade,  and  in  the  name  of  donation  to  an  army  and  a 
navy,  which  had  little  to  do  in  this  affair,  they  tax  him,  what  sum 
do  you  think  ?  They  tax  that  empty  and  undone  treasury  of  that 
miserable  and  undone  country,  500,000?.  for  a  private  emolument 
to  themselves  ;  for  the  compensation  for  this  iniquitous  trade  ;  for 
the  compensation  for  abuses,  of  which  he  was  neither  the  author 
nor  the  abettor ;  they  tax  this  miserable  prince  500,000?.  That 
sum  was  given  to  individuals.  Now  comes  the  company  at  home, 
which,  on  hearing  this  news,  was  all  inflamed.  The  directors  were 
on  fire.  They  were  shocked  at  it,  and  particularly  at  this  donation 
to  the  army  and  navy.  They  resolved  they  would  give  it  no  coun- 
tenance and  support.  In  the  mean  time  the  gentlemen  did  not 
trouble  their  heads  upon  that  subject,  but  meant  to  exact  and  get 
their  500,000?.  as  they  could. 

Here  was  a  third  revolution  bought  at  this  amazing  sum,  and 
this  poor  miserable  prince  first  dragged  from  Moorshedabad  to  Cal- 
cutta, then  dragged  back  from  Calcutta  to  Moorshedabad,  the  sport 
of  fortune  and  the  plaything  of  avarice.  This  poor  man  is  again 
set  up,  but  is  left  with  no  authority ;  his  troops  limited,  his  person 
— every  thing  about  him  in  a  manner  subjugated,  a  British  resident 
the  master  of  his  court :  he  is  set  up  as  a  pageant  on  this  throne, 
with  no  other  authority  but  what  would  be  sufficient  to  give  a 
countenance  to  presents,  gifts,  and  donations.  That  authority  was 
always  left,  when  all  the  rest  was  taken  away.  One  would  have 
thought  that  this  revolution  might  have  satisfied  these  gentlemen, 
and  that  the  money  gained  by  it  would  have  been  sufficient.  No. 
The  partisans  of  Oossim  Ally  wanted  another  revolution.  The  par- 
tisans of  the  other  side  wished  to  have  something  more  done  in  the 
present.  They  now  began  to  think,  that  to  depose  Oossim  instantly, 
and  to  sell  him  to  another,  was  too  much  at  one  time ;  especially  as 
Oossim  Ally  was  a  man  of  vigour  and  resolution,  carrying  on  a 
fierce  war  against  them.  But  what  do  you  think  they  did  ?  They 
began  to  see,  from  the  example  of  Oossim  Ally,  that  the  lieutenancy, 
the  ministry  of  the  king,  was  a  good  thing  to  be  sold,  and  the  sale 
of  that  might  turn  out  as  good  a  thing  as  the  sale  of  the  prince. 
For  this  ofiice  there  were  two  rival  candidates,  persons  of  great 
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consideration  in  Bengal ;  one,  a  principal  Mahommedan  called 
Mahomed  Eeza  Oawn,  a  man  of  high  authority, — great  piety  in  his 
own  religion, — great  learning  in  the  law, — of  the  very  first  class  of 
Mahommedan  nobility :  but  at  the  same  time,  on  all  these  accounts, 
he  was  abhorred  and  dreaded  by  the  nabob,  who  necessarily  feared, 
that  a  man  of  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn's  description  would  be  con- 
sidered as  better  entitled  and  fitter  for  his  seat,  as  nabob  of  the 
provinces. 

To  balance  him,  there  was  another  man,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Great — rajah  Nundcomar :  this  man  was  accounted  the  highest 
of  his  caste,  and  held  the  same  rank  among  the  Gentoos,  that 
Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  obtained  among  the  Mahommedans.  The 
prince  on  the  throne  had  no  jealousy  of  Nundcomar,  because  he  knew 
that,  as  a  Gentoo,  he  could  not  aspire  to  the  office  of  soubahdar. 
For  that  reason  he  was  firmly  attached  to  him ;  he  might  depend 
completely  on  his  services ;  he  was  Ms  against  Mahomed  Eeza 
Cawn,  and  against  the  whole  world.  There  was,  however,  a  flaw 
in  the  nabob's  title,  which  it  was  necessary  should  be  hid.  And 
perhaps  it  lay  against  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  as  well  as  him.  But 
it  was  a  source  of  apprehension  to  the  nabob,  and  contributed  to 
make  him  wish  to  keep  all  Mahommedan  influence  at  a  distance. 
For  he  was  a  Syed,  that  is  to  say,  a  descendant  of  Mahomed,  and  as 
such,  though  of  the  only  acknowledged  nobility  among  Mussulmen, 
would  be  by  that  circumstance  excluded  by  the  known  laws  of  the 
Mogul  empire  from  being  soubahdar  in  any  of  the  !Mogul  provinces, 
in  case  the  revival  of  the  constitution  of  that  empire  should  ever 
again  take  place. 

An  auction  was  now  opened  before  the  English  council  at  Cal- 
cutta. Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  bid  largely ;  Nundcomar  bid  largely. 
The  circumstances  of  these  two  rivals  at  the  nabob  court  were 
equally  favourable  to  the  pretensions  of  each.  But  the  prepon- 
derating merits  of  ^Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  arising  from  the  subjec- 
tion in  which  he  was  likely  to  keep  the  nabob,  and  make  him  fitter 
for  the  purpose  of  continued  exactions,  induced  the  council  to  take 
his  money,  which  amounted  to  about  220, 000^  Be  the  sum  paid 
what  it  may,  it  was  certainly  a  large  one.  In  consequence  of 
which  the  council  attempted  to  invest  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  with 
the  office  of  naib  soubah,  or  deputy  viceroy.  As  to  Nundcomar, 
they  fell  upon  him  with  a  vengeful  furj- ;  he  fought  his  battle  as 
well  as  he  could  ;  he  opposed  bribe  to  bribe,  eagle  to  eagle :  but 
at  length  he  was  driven  to  the  wall.  Some  received  his  money,  but 
did  him  no  service  in  return :  others,  more  conscientious,  refused  to 
receive  it;  and  in  this  battle  of  bribes  he  was  vanquished.    A 
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deputation  was  sent  from  Calcutta  to  the  miserable  nabob,  to  tear 
Nundcomar,  his  only  support,  from  his  side  ;  and  to  put  the  object 
of  all  his  terrors,  Mahomed  Reza  Oa\vn,  in  his  place. 

Thus  began  a  new  division  that  split  the  presidency  into  violent 
factions ;  but  the  faction  which  adhered  to  Nundcomar  was  un- 
doubtedly the  weakest.  That  most  miserable  of  men,  Meer  Jaffier 
Ally  Cawn,  clinging,  as  to  the  last  pillar,  to  Nundcomar,  trembling 
at  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  died  in  the  struggle,  a  miserable  victim 
to  all  the  revolutions,  to  all  the  successive  changes  and  versatile 
politics  at  Calcutta.  Like  all  the  rest  of  the  great  personages 
whom  we  have  degraded  and  brutalized  by  insult  and  oppression, 
he  betook  himself  to  the  usual  destructive  resources  of  unprincipled 
misery — sensuality,  opium,  and  wine.  His  gigantic  frame  of  con- 
stitution soon  gave  way  under  the  oppression  of  this  relief,  and  he 
died,  leaving  children  and  grand-children  by  wives  and  concu- 
bines. On  the  old  nabob's  death  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  was 
acknowledged  deputy  nabob,  the  money  paid,  and  this  revolution 
completed. 

Here,  my  lords,  opened  a  new  source  of  plunder,  peculation,  and 
bribery,  which  was  not  neglected.  Revolutions  were  no  longer 
necessary,  succession  supplied  their  places ;  and  well  the  object 
agreed  with  the  policy.  Rules  of  succession  could  not  be  very  well 
ascertained  to  an  office  like  that  of  the  nabob,  which  was  hereditary 
only  by  the  appointment  of  the  Mogul.  The  issue  by  lawful  wives 
would  naturally  be  preferred  by  those  who  meant  the  quiet  of  the 
country.  But  a  more  doubtful  title  was  preferred,  as  better  adapted 
to  the  purposes  of  extortion  and  peculation.  This  miserable  suc- 
cession was  sold,  and  the  eldest  of  the  issue  of  Munny  Begum,  an 
harlot,  brought  in  to  pollute  the  harem  of  the  seraglio,  of  whom 
you  wiU  hear  much  hereafter,  was  chosen.  He  soon  succeeded  to 
the  grave.  Another  son  of  the  same  prostitute  succeeded  to  the 
same  unhappy  throne,  and  followed  to  the  same  untimely  grave. 
Every  succession  was  sold ;  and  between  venal  successions,  and 
venal  revolutions,  in  a  very  few  years  seven  princes  and  six  sales 
were  seen  successively  in  Bengal.  The  last  was  a  minor,  the  issue 
of  a  legitimate  wife,  admitted  to  succeed  because  a  minor,  and 
because  there  was  none  illegitimate  left.  He  was  instantly  stripped 
of  the  allowance  of  his  progenitors,  and  reduced  to  a  pension  of 
160,000?.  a  year.  He  still  exists,  and  continued  to  the  end  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  government,  to  furnish  constant  sources  of  bribery 
and  plunder  to  him  and  his  creatures. 

The  offspring  of  ^lunny  Begum  clinging,  as  his  father  did,  to 
Nundcomar,  they  tore  Nundcomar  from  his  side,  as  they  had  done 
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from  the  side  of  his  father,  and  carried  him  down  as  a  sort  of  pri- 
soner to  Calcutta;  where,  having  had  the  weakness  to  become 
the  first  informer,  he  was  made  the  first  example.  This  person 
pushed  to  the  wall,  and  knowing  that  the  man  he  had  to  deal  with 
was  desperate  and  cruel  in  his  resentments,  resolves  on  the  first 
blow,  and  enters  before  the  council  a  regular  information  in  writing 
of  bribery  against  Mr.  Hastings.  In  his  preface  to  that  charge 
he  excuses  himself  for  what  is  considered  to  be  an  act  equally 
insane  and  wicked,  and  as  the  one  inexpiable  crime  of  an  Indian — 
the  discovery  of  the  money  he  gives  ; — that  Mr.  Hastings  had 
declaredly  determined  on  his  ruin,  and  to  accomplish  it  had  newly 
associated  himself  with  one  Mohun  Persaud,  a  name  I  wish  your 
lordships  to  remember,  a  bitter  enemy  of  his,  an  infamous  person, 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  knew  to  be  such,  and  as  such  had  turned  him 
out  of  his  house ;  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  lately  recalled,  and  held 
frequent  communications  with  this  Mohun  Persaud,  the  subject  of 
which  he  had  no  doubt  was  his  ruin.  In  the  year  177-5  he  was 
hanged  by  those  corrupt  English  judges  who  were  sent  to  India 
by  parliament  to  protect  the  natives  from  oppression. 

Your  lordships  will  observe  that  this  new  sale  of  the  office  of 
ministers  succeeded  to  the  sale  of  that  of  nabobs.  All  these  varied 
and  successive  sales  shook  the  country  to  pieces.  As  if  those 
miserable  exhausted  provinces  were  to  be  cured  of  inanition  by 
phlebotomy — while  Cossim  Ally  was  racking  it  above,  the  com- 
pany were  drawing  off  all  its  nutriment  below.  A  dreadful,  an 
extensive,  and  most  chargeable  war  followed.  Half  the  northern 
force  of  India  poured  down  like  a  torrent  on  Bengal,  endangered 
our  existence,  and  exhausted  all  our  resources.  The  war  was  the 
fruit  of  ilr.  Hastings's  cabals.  Its  termination,  as  usual,  was  the 
result  of  the  military  merit  and  the  fortune  of  this  nation.  Cossim 
AUy,  after  having  been  defeated  by  the  military  genius  and  spirit 
of  England,  (for  the  Adamses,  Monroes,  and  others  of  that  period, 
I  believe,  showed  as  much  skill  and  bravery  as  any  of  their  pre- 
decessors,) in  his  flight  swept  away  above  three  millions  in  money, 
jewels,  or  effects,  out  of  a  country  which  he  had  plundered  and 
exhausted  by  his  unheard-of  exactions.  However,  he  fought  his 
way  like  a  retiring  lion,  turning  his  face  to  his  pursuers.  He  still 
fought  along  his  frontier.  His  ability  and  his  money  drew  to  his 
cause  the  soubahdar  of  Oude,  the  famous  Sujah  ul  Dowla.  The 
Ttlogul  entered  into  these  wars,  and  penetrated  into  the  lower 
provinces  on  one  side,  whilst  Bulwant  Sing,  the  rajah  of  Benares, 
entered  them  on  another.  After  various  changes  of  party,  and 
clianges  of  fortune,  the  loss  which  began  in  the  treachery  of  the 
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civil  service,  was,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  redeemed  by  mili- 
tary merit.  Many  examples  of  the  same  sort  have  since  been 
seen. 

Whilst  these  things  were  transacted  in  India,  the  court  of  direc- 
tors in  London,  hearing  of  so  many  changes,  hearing  of  such  an 
incredible  mass  of  perfidy  and  venality,  knowing  that  there  was  a 
general  market  made  of  the  country  and  of  the  company ;  that  the 
flame  of  war  spread  from  province  to  province ;  that,  in  proportion 
as  it  spread,  the  fire  glowed  with  augmented  fierceness  ;  and  that 
the  rapacity,  which  originally  gave  rise  to  it,  was  following  it  in  all 
its  progress ;  the  company,  my  lords,  alarmed  not  only  for  their 
acquisitions  but  their  existence,  and  finding  themselves  sinking 
lower  and  lower  by  every  victory  they  obtained,  thought  it  necessary 
at  length  to  come  to  some  system  and  some  settlement.  After 
composing  their  differences  with  Lord  Olive,  they  sent  him  out  to 
that  country  about  the  year  1765,  in  order,  by  his  name,  weight, 
authority,  and  vigour  of  mind,  to  give  some  sort  of  form  and  sta- 
bility to  government,  and  to  rectify  the  innumerable  abuses  which 
prevailed  there ;  and  particularly  that  great  source  of  disorders, 
that  fundamental  abuse — presents ;  for  the  bribes,  by  which  all 
these  revolutions  were  bought,  had  not  the  name  of  conditions, 
stipulations,  or  rewards ;  they  even  had  the  free  and  gratuitous 
style  of  presents.  The  receivers  contended  that  they  were  mere 
gratuities  given  for  service  done,  or  mere  tokens  of  afiection  and 
gratitude  to  the  parties.  They  may  give  them  what  names  they 
please,  and  your  lordships  will  think  of  them  what  you  please. 
But  they  were  the  donations  of  misery  to  power,  the  gifts  of  suf- 
ferers to  the  oppressors ;  and  consequently,  where  they  prevailed, 
they  left  no  certain  property  or  fixed  situation  to  any  man  in  India, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 

The  court  of  directors  sent  out  orders  to  enlarge  the  servants'- 
covenants,  with  new  and  severe  clauses,  strongly  prohibiting  the 
practice  of  receiving  presents.  Lord  Olive  himself  had  been  a 
large  receiver  of  them.  Yet,  as  it  was  in  the  moment  of  a  revolu- 
tion, which  gave  them  all  they  possessed,  the  company  would  hear 
no  more  of  it.  They  sent  him  out  to  reform — whether  they  chose 
well  or  ill  does  not  signify.  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  they  chose 
well ;  because  his  name  and  authority  could  do  much.  They  sent 
him  out  to  redress  the  grievances  of  that  country,  and  it  was 
necessary  he  should  be  well  armed  for  that  service.  They  sent  him 
out  with  such  powers  as  no  servant  of  the  company  ever  held 
before.  I  would  not  be  understood  here  in  my  own  character, 
much  less  in  the  delegated  character  in  which  I  stand,  to  contend 
for  any  man  in  the  totality  of  his  conduct.     Perhaps  in  some  of 
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his  measures  he  was  mistaken,  and  in  some  of  his  acts  reprehen- 
sible ;  but  justice  obhges  me  to  say,  that  the  plan  which  he  formed, 
and  the  course  which  he  pursued,  were  in  general  great  and  well 
imagined ;  that  he  laid  great  foundations,  if  they  had  been  properly 
built  upon.  For,  in  the  first  place,  he  composed  all-  the  neighbour- 
ing countries  torn  to  pieces  by  the  wars  of  Cossim  Ally,  and 
quieted  the  apprehensions  raised  by  the  opinion  of  the  boundless 
ambition  of  England.  He  took  strong  measures  to  put  an  end  to 
a  great  many  of  the  abuses  that  prevailed  in  the  country  subject  to 
the  company.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  upper  provinces;  and 
formed  a  plan,  which,  for  a  military  man,  has  great  civil  and 
political  merit.  He  put  a  bound  to  the  aspiring  spirit  of  the  com- 
pany's servants ;  he  limited  its  conquests ;  he  prescribed  bounds  to 
its  ambition.  First  (says  he)  quiet  the  minds  of  the  country ; 
what  you  have  obtained  regulate  ;  make  it  known  to  India  that  you 
resolve  to  acquire  no  more.  On  this  solid  plan  he  fixed  every 
prince  that  was  concerned  in  the  preceding  wars,  on  the  one  side 
and  on  the  other,  in  a  happy  and  easy  settlement.  He  restored 
Sujah  ul  Dowla,  who  had  been  driven  from  his  dominions  by  the 
military  arm  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  rank  of  vizier,  and  to  the 
dominion  of  the  territories  of  Oude.  With  a  generosity  that 
astonished  all  Asia,  he  reinstated  this  expelled  enemy  of  his  nation 
peaceably  upon  his  throne.  And  this  act  of  politic  generosity  did 
more  towards  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Asia  than  all  the 
terror,  great  as  it  was,  of  the  English  arms.  At  the  same  time 
Lord  Olive,  generous  to  all,  took  peculiar  care  of  our  friends  and 
allies.  He  took  care  of  Bulwant  Sing,  the  great  rajah  of  Benares, 
who  had  taken  our  part  in  the  war.  He  secured  him  from  the 
revenge  of  Sujah  ul  Dowla.  The  ^logul  had  granted  us  the  supe- 
riority over  Bulwant  Sing.  Lord  Clive  re-established  hira  in  a 
secure  easy  independency.  He  confirmed  him,  under  the  British 
guarantee,  in  the  rich  principality  which  he  held. 

The  Mogul,  the  head  of  the  Mussulman  religion  in  India,  and  of 
the  Indian  empire,  a  head  honoured  and  esteemed  even  in  its  ruins, 
he  procured  to  be  recognized  by  all  the  persons  that  were  connected 
with  his  empire.  The  rents  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  vizier  of 
the  empire,  he  gave  to  the  vizeret.  Thus  our  alliances  were 
cemented  ;  our  enemies  were  reconciled ;  all  Asia  was  conciliated 
by  our  settlement  with  the  king. 

To  that  unhappy  fugitive  king,  driven  from  place  to  place,  the 
sport  of  fortune,  now  an  emperor,  and  now  a  prisoner,  prayed  for 
in  every  mosque  in  which  his  authority  was  conspired  against,  one 
day  opposed  by  the  coin  struck  in  his  name,  and  the  other  day  sold 
for  it ;  to  this  descendant  of  Tamerlane  he  allotted,  with  a  decent 
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share  of  royal  dignity,  an  honourable  fixed  residence,  where  he 
might  be  useful  and  could  not  be  dangerous. 

As  to  the  Bengal  provinces,  he  did  not  take  for  the  company  the 
vice-royalty,  as  Mr.  Holvi'ell  would  have  persuaded,  almost  forced, 
the  company  to  do  ;  but,  to  satisfy  the  prejudices  of  the  Mahom- 
medans,  the  country  was  left  in  the  hands  nominally  of  the  soubah 
or  viceroy,  who  was  to  administer  the  criminal  justice  and  the 
exterior  forms  of  royalty.  He  obtained  from  the  sovereign  the 
dewannee.  This  is  the  great  act  of  the  constitutional  entrance  of 
the  company  into  the  body  politic  of  India.  It  gave  to  the 
settlement  of  Bengal  a  fixed  constitutional  form,  with  a  legal  title 
acknowledged  and  recognized  now  for  the  first  time  by  all  the 
natural  powers  of  the  country,  because  it  arose  from  the  charter  of 
the  undoubted  sovereign.  The  dewannee,  or  high-stewardship, 
gave  to  the  company  the  collection  and  management  of  the  revenue ; 
and  in  this  modest  and  civil  character  they  appeared  not  the  oppres- 
sors, but  the  protectors  of  the  people.  This  scheme  had  all  the  real 
power,  without  any  invidious  appearance  of  it ;  it  gave  them  the 
revenue,  without  the  parade  of  sovereignty.  On  this  double  foun- 
dation the  government  was  happily  settled.  The  minds  of  the 
natives  were  quieted.  The  company's  territories  and  views  were 
circumscribed.  The  arm  of  force  was  put  out  of  sight.  The 
imperial  name  covered  every  thing.  The  power  of  the  purse  was 
in  the  hand  of  the  company.  The  power  of  the  sword  was  in  effect 
so,  as  they  contracted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army.  The  com- 
pany had  a  revenue  of  a  million  and  a  half.  The  nabob  had  indeed 
fallen  from  any  real  and  effective  power,  yet  the  dignity  of  the  court 
was  maintained ;  the  prejudices  and  interests  of  the  Mahommedans, 
and  particularly  of  their  nobility,  who  had  suffered  more  by  this 
great  revolution  even  than  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  country,  were 
consulted  :  for  by  this  plan  a  revenue  of  500,000?.  was  settled  on 
the  vice-royalty,  which  was  thus  enabled  to  provide  in  some  measure 
for  those  great  families.  The  company  likewise,  by  this  plan,  in 
order  to  enjoy  their  revenues  securely,  and  to  avoid  envy  and  mur- 
mur, put  them  into  the  hands  of  Mahomed  Reza  Oavra,  whom  Lord 
Olive  found  in  the  management  of  affairs,  and  did  not  displace ;  and 
he  was  now  made  deputy-steward  to  the  company,  as  he  had  been 
before  lieutenant-viceroy  to  the  nabob.  A  British  resident  at 
Moorshedabad  was  established  as  a  control.  The  company  exer- 
cised their  power  over  the  revenue  in  the  first  instance,  through  the 
natives,  but  the  British  resident  was,  in  reality,  the  great  mover. 

If  ever  this  nation  stood  in  a  situation  of  glory  throughout  Asia, 
it  was  in  that  moment.     But,  as  I  have  said,  some  material  errors 
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and  mistakes  were  committed.  After  the  formation  of  this  plan, 
Lord  Olive  unfortunately  did  not  stay  long  enough  in  the  country  to 
give  consistency  to  the  measures  of  reformation  he  had  undertaken, 
but  rapidly  returned  to  England;  and  after  his  departure,  the 
government  that  continued  had  not  vigour,  or  authority,  to  support 
the  settlement  then  made ;  and  considerable  abuses  began  to  prevail 
in  every  quarter.  Another  capital  period  in  our  history  here  com- 
mences. Those  who  succeeded  (though  I  believe  one  of  them  was 
one  of  the  honestest  men  that  ever  served  the  company,  I  mean 
Grovernor  Verelst)  had  not  weight  enough  to  poise  the  system  of 
the  service,  and  consequently  many  abuses  and  grievances  again 
prevailed — supervisors  were  appointed  to  every  district,  as  a  check 
on  the  native  collectors,  and  to  report  every  abuse  as  it  should  arise. 
But  they  who  were  appointed  to  redress  grievances,  were  themselves 
accused  of  being  guilty  of  them.  However,  the  disorders  were  not 
of  that  violent  kind  which  preceded  Mr.  Hastings's  departure,  nor 
such  as  followed  his  return — no  mercenary  wars — no  mercenary 
revolutions,  no  extirpation  of  nations,  no  violent  convulsions  in  the 
revenue,  no  subversion  of  ancient  houses,  no  general  sales  of  any 
descriptions  of  men — none  of  these,  but  certainly  such  grievances 
as  made  it  necessary  for  the  company  to  send  out  another  commis- 
sion in  1769,  with  instructions  pointing  out  the  chief  abuses.  It 
was  composed  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  Mr.  Ford,  and  Mr.  Scrafton. 
The  unfortunate  end  of  that  commission  is  known  to  all  the  world : 
but  I  mention  it  in  order  to  state,  that  the  receipt  of  presents  was 
considered  as  one  of  the  grievances  which  then  prevailed  in  India ; 
and  that  the  supervisors  under  that  commission  were  ordered  upon 
no  account  whatever  to  take  presents.  Upon  the  unfortunate 
catastrophe  which  happened,  the  company  was  preparing  to  send 
out  another  for  the  rectification  of  these  grievances,  when  pariiament 
thought  it  necessary  to  supersede  that  commission — to  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  appoint  another  commission  in 
a  parliamentary  way  (of  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  one)  for  the  better 
government  of  that  country.  Mr.  Hastings,  as  I  must  mention  to 
your  lordships,  soon  after  the  deposition  and  restoration  of  .laffier 
Ally  Oawn,  and  before  Lord  Olive  arrived,  quitted  for  a  while  the 
scene,  in  which  he  had  been  so  mischievously  employed,  and  re- 
turned to  England  to  strengthen  himself  Ijy  those  cabals,  which 
again  sent  him  out  with  new  authority  to  pursue  the  courses  which 
were  the  natural  sequel  to  his  former  proceedings.  He  returned  to 
India  with  great  power  indeed ;  first,  to  a  seat  in  council  at  Fort- 
St.  George,  and  from  thence  to  succeed  to  the  presidency  of  Fort- 
^Villiam.    On  him  the  company  placed  their  chief  reliance.    Happy 
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had  it  been  for  them,  happy  for  India,  and  for  England,  if  his  con- 
duct had  been  such  as  to  spare  your  lordships  and  the  commons  the 
exhibition  of  this  day. 

When  this  government,  with  Mr.  Hastings  at  the  head  of  it,  was 
settled,  Moorshedabad  did  still  continue  the  seat  of  the  native 
government,  and  of  all  the  collections.  Here  the  company  was  not 
satisfied  with  placing  a  resident  at  the  durbai-,  which  was  the  first 
step  to  our  assuming  the  government  in  that  country.  These  steps 
must  be  traced  by  your  lordships,  for  I  should  never  have  given  you 
this  trouble,  if  it  was  not  necessary  to  possess  you  clearly  of  the 
several  progressive  steps,  by  which  the  company's  government  came 
to  be  estabhshed  and  to  supersede  the  native.  The  next  step  was  the 
appointment  of  supervisors  in  every  province,  to  oversee  the  native 
collector.  The  third  was  to  establish  a  general  council  of  revenue 
at  Moorshedabad,  to  superintend  the  great  steward  Mahomed 
Reza  Cawn.  In  1772  that  council  by  Mr.  Hastings  was  overturned, 
and  the  whole  management  of  the  revenue  brought  to  Calcutta. 
Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  by  orders  of  the  company,  was  turned  out  of 
all  his  offices,  and  turned  out  for  reasons  and  principles  which  your 
lordships  will  hereafter  see ;  and  at  last  the  dewannee  was  entirely 
taken  out  of  the  native  hands,  and  settled  in  the  supreme  council 
and  presidency  itself  in  Calcutta ;  and  so  it  remained  until  the  year 
1781,  when  Mr.  Hastings  made  another  revolution,  took  it  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  supreme  council,  in  which  the  orders  of  the  com- 
pany, an  act  of  parliament,  and  their  own  act  had  vested  it,  and  put 
it  into  a  subordinate  council — that  is,  it  was  entirely  vested  in 
himself. 

Now  your  lordships  see  the  whole  of  the  revolutions.  I  have 
stated  them,  I  trust,  with  perspicuity — stated  the  grounds  and 
principles  upon  which  they  were  made — stated  the  abuses  that  grew 
upon  them — and  that  every  revolution  produced  its  abuse.  You 
saw  the  native  government  vanish  by  degrees,  until  it  was  reduced 
to  a  situation  fit  for  nothing  but  to  become  a  private  perquisite, 
as  it  has  been  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  to  be  granted  to  whom  he 
pleased.  The  English  government  succeeded,  at  the  head  of  which 
Mr.  Hastings  was  placed  by  an  act  of  parliament,  having  before 
held  the  office  of  president  of  the  council — the  express  object  of 
both  these  appointments  being  to  redress  grievances ;  and  within 
these  two  periods  of  his  power,  as  president  and  governor-general, 
were  those  crimes  committed  of  which  he  now  stands  accused. 
All  this  history  is  merely  by  way  of  illustration — his  crimination 
begins  from  his  nomination  to  the  presidency  ;  and  we  are  to 
consider  how  he  comported  himself  in  that  station,  and  in  his  office 
of  governor-general. 
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The  first  thing,  in  considering  the  merits  or  demerits  of  any 
governor,  is  to  have  some  test  by  which  they  are  to  be  tried.  And 
here,  my  lords,  we  conceive  that  when  a  British  governor  is  sent 
abroad,  he  is  sent  to  pursue  the  good  of  the  people  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  spirit  of  the  laws  of  this  country,  which  in  all 
respects  intend  their  conservation,  their  happiness,  and  their  pros- 
perity. This  is  the  principle  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound 
to  govern,  and  upon  which  he  is  to  account  for  his  conduct  here. 

His  rule  was,  what  a  British  governor,  intrusted  with  the  power 
of  this  country,  was  bound  to  do  or  to  forbear.  If  he  has  per- 
formed, and  if  he  has  abstained  as  he  ought,  dismiss  him  honourably 
acquitted  from  your  bar — otherwise  condemn  him.  He  may  resort 
to  other  principles  and  to  other  maxims ;  but  this  country  will 
force  him  to  be  tried  by  its  laws.  The  law  of  this  country  recog- 
nizes that  well-known  crime  called  misconduct  in  office;  it  is  a 
head  of  the  law  of  England,  and,  so  far  as  inferior  courts  are  com- 
petent to  try  it,  may  be  tried  in  them.  Here  your  lordships'  com- 
petence is  plenary ;  you  are  fully  competent  both  to  inquire  into, 
and  to  punish  the  offence.  And,  first,  I  am  to  state  to  your  lord- 
ships, by  the  direction  of  those  whom  I  am  bound  to  obey,  the 
principles  on  which  Mr.  Hastings  declares  he  has  conducted  his 
government ;  principles  which  he  has  avowed — first,  in  several 
letters  written  to  the  East  India  Company — next,  in  a  paper  of 
defence  delivered  to  the  House  of  Commons  explicitly  ;  and  more 
explicitly  in  his  defence  before  your  lordships.  Nothing  in  Mr. 
Hastings's  proceedings  is  so  curious  as  his  several  defences ;  and 
nothing  in  the  defences  is  so  singular  as  the  principles  upon  which 
he  proceeds.  Your  lordships  will  have  to  decide  not  only  upon 
a  large,  connected,  systematic  train  of  misdemeanors,  but  an 
equally  connected  system  of  jjrinciples  and  maxims  of  government, 
invented  to  justify  those  misdemeanors.  He  has  brought  them 
forward  and  avowed  them  in  the  face  of  day.  He  has  boldly  and 
insultingly  thrown  them  in  the  face  of  the  representatives  of  a  free 
people,  and  we  cannot  pass  them  by  without  adopting  them. 

I  am  directed  to  protest  against  those  grounds  and  principles 
upon  which  he  frames  his  defence ;  for,  if  those  grounds  are  good 
and  valid,  they  carry  off  a  great  deal  at  least,  if  not  entirely  the 
foundation  of  our  charge.  ^ly  lords,  we  contend  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
as  a  British  governor,  ought  to  govern  on  British  principles,  not  by 
British  forms — God  forbid  ;  for  if  ever  there  was  a  case,  in  which 
the  letter  kills  and  the  spirit  gives  life,  it  would  be  an  attempt  to 
introduce  British  forms  and  the  substance  of  despotic  principles 
together  into  any  country.  No.  We  call  for  that  spirit  of  equity, 
that  spirit  of  justice,  that  spirit  of  protection,  that  spirit  of  lenity, 


SPEECH,   FOURTH   DAY. 


353 


which  ought  to  characterize  every  British  subject  in  power ;  and 
on  these,  and  these  principles  only,  he  will  be  tried. 

But  he  has  told  your  lordships,  in  his  defence,  that  actions  in 
Asia  do  not  bear  the  same  moral  qualities  which  the  same  actions 
would  bear  in  Europe. 

My  lords,  we  positively  deny  that  principle.  I  am  authorized 
and  called  upon  to  deny  it.  And  having  stated  at  large  what  he 
means  by  saying,  that  the  same  actions  have  not  the  same  quahties 
in  Asia  and  in  Europe,  we  are  to  let  your  lordships  know  that 
these  gentlemen  have  formed  a  plan  of  geographical  morality,  by 
which  the  duties  of  men,  in  public  and  in  private  situations,  are  not 
to  be  governed  by  their  relation  to  the  great  Governor  of  the 
universe,  or  by  their  relation  to  mankind,  but  by  climates,  degrees 
of  longitude,  parallels  not  of  life  but  of  latitudes ;  as  if  when  you 
have  crossed  the  equinoctial  all  the  virtues  die,  as  they  say  some 
insects  die  when  they  cross  the  line ;  as  if  there  were  a  kind  of 
baptism,  like  that  practised  by  seamen,  by  which  they  unbaptize 
themselves  of  all  that  they  learned  in  Europe,  and  after  which 
a  new  order  and  system  of  things  commenced. 

This  geographical  morality  we  do  protest  against.  Mr.  Hastings 
shall  not  screen  himself  under  it ;  and  on  this  point  I  hope  and 
trust  many  words  will  not  be  necessary  to  satisfy  your  lordships. 
But  we  think  it  necessary,  in  justification  of  ourselves,  to  declare 
that  the  laws  of  morality  are  the  same  every  where  ;  and  that  there 
is  no  action  which  would  pass  for  an  act  of  extortion,  of  peculation, 
of  bribery,  and  of  oppression  in  England,  that  is  not  an  act  of 
extortion,  of  peculation,  of  bribery,  and  oppression  in  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa,  and  all  the  world  over.  This  I  contend  for,  not 
in  the  technical  forms  of  it,  but  I  contend  for  it  in  the  substance. 

Mr.  Hastings  comes  before  your  lordships  not  as  a  British 
governor  answering  to  a  British  tribunal,  but  as  a  soubahdar,  as  a 
bashaw  of  three  tails.  He  says,  "  I  had  an  arbitrary  power  to 
exercise :  I  exercised  it.  Slaves  I  found  the  people ;  slaves  they 
are,  they  are  so  by  their  constitution ;  and  if  they  are,  I  did  not 
make  it  for  them.  I  was  unfortunately  bound  to  exercise  this 
arbitrary  power,  and  accordingly  I  did  exercise  it.  It  was  dis- 
agreeable to  me,  but  I  did  exercise  it,  and  no  other  power  can  be 
exercised  in  that  country."  This,  if  it  be  true,  is  a  plea  in  bar. 
But  I  trust  and  hope  your  lordships  will  not  judge  by  laws  and 
institutions  which  you  do  not  know,  against  those  laws  and  institu- 
tions which  you  do  know,  and  under  whose  power  and  authority 
Mr.  Hastings  went  out  to  India.  Can  your  lordships  patiently 
hear  what  we  have  heard  with  indignation  enough,  and  what,  if 
there  were  nothing  else,  would  call  these  principles  as  well  as  the 

VOL.    VII.  A   a 


354  IMPEACHMENT   OF    WARBEN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

actions,  which  are  justified  on  such  principles,  to  your  lordships' 
bar ;  that  it  may  be  known  whether  the  peers  of  England  do  not 
sympathize  with  the  commons  in  their  detestation  of  such  doctrine  ? 
Think  of  an  English  governor  tried  before  you  as  a  British  subject, 
and  yet  declaring  that  he  governed  on  the  principles  of  arbitrary 
power.  His  plea  is,  that  he  did  govern  there  on  arbitrary  and 
despotic,  and,  as  he  supposes,  oriental  principles.  And  as  this  plea 
is  boldly  avowed  and  maintained,  and  as,  no  doubt,  aU  his  conduct 
was  perfectly  Correspondent  to  these  principles,  the  principles  and 
the  conduct  must  be  tried  together. 

If  your  lordships  will  now  permit  me,  I  will  state  one  of  the 
many  places  in  which  he  has  avowed  these  principles  as  the  basis 
and  foundation  of  all  his  conduct.  "  The  sovereignty  which  they 
assumed,  it  fell  to  my  lot,  very  unexpectedly,  to  exert ;  and 
whether  or  not  such  power,  or  powers  of  that  nature,  were  dele- 
gated to  me  by  any  provisions  of  any  act  of  parliament,  I  confess 
myself  too  little  of  a  lawyer  to  pronounce.  I  only  know  that  the 
acceptance  of  the  sovereignty  of  Benares,  &c.  is  not  acknowledged 
or  admitted  by  any  act  of  parliament ;  and  yet,  by  the  particular 
interference  of  the  majority  of  the  council,  the  company  is  clearly 
and  indisputably  seised  of  that  sovereignty."  So  that  this  gentle- 
man, because  he  is  not  a  lawyer,  nor  clothed  with  those  robes 
which  distinguish  and  well  distinguish  the  learning  of  this  country, 
is  not  to  know  any  thing  of  his  duty  ;  and  whether  he  was  bound 
by  any,  or  what  act  of  parliament,  is  a  thing  he  is  not  lawyer 
enough  to  know.  Now,  if  your  lordships  will  suffer  the  laws  to  be 
broken  by  those  who  are  not  of  the  long  robe,  I  am  afraid  those  of 
the  long  robe  will  have  none  to  punish  but  those  of  their  own  pro- 
fession. He  therefore  goes  to  a  law  he  is  better  acquainted  with ; 
that  is,  the  law  of  arbitrary  power  and  force,  if  it  deserves  to  be 
called  by  the  name  of  law.  "  If,  therefore,"  says  he,  "  the  sove- 
reignty of  Benares,  as  ceded  to  us  by  the  vizier,  have  any  rights 
whatever  annexed  to  it,  (and  be  not  a  mere  empty  word  without 
meaning,)  those  rights  must  be  such  as  are  held,  countenanced, 
and  established  by  the  law,  custom,  and  usage  of  the  Mogul  empire, 
and  not  by  the  provisions  of  any  Briti.sh  act  of  parhament  hitherto 
enacted.  Those  rights,  and  none  other,  I  have  been  the  involuntary 
instrument  of  enforcing.  And  if  any  future  act  of  parliament  shall 
positively,  or  by  imphcation,  tend  to  annihilate  those  very  rights, 
or  their  f.-xertion,  as  I  have  exerted  them,  I  much  fear  that  the 
boasted  sovereignty  of  Benares,  which  was  held  up  as  an  acquisi- 
tion, almost  obtruded  on  the  company  against  my  consent  and 
opinion  (for  I  acknowledge  that  even  then  I  foresaw  many  diffi- 
culties and  inconveniences  in  its  future  exercise) ;   I  fear,  I  say, 
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that  this  sovereignty  will  be  found  a  burden  instead  of  a  benefit, 
a  heavy  clog  rather  than  a  precious  gem  to  its  present  possessors ; 
I  mean,  unless  the  whole  of  our  territory  in  that  quarter  shall  be 
rounded  and  made  an  uniform  compact  body  by  one  grand  and 
systematic  arrangement;  such  an  arrangement  as  shall  do  away 
all  the  mischiefs,  doubts,  and  inconveniences,  (both  to  the  governors 
and  the  governed,)  arising  from  the  variety  of  tenures,  rights,  and 
claims  in  all  cases  of  landed  property  and  feudal  jurisdiction  m 
India,  from  the  informahty,  invalidity,  and  instability  of  all  engage- 
ments in  so  divided  and  xmsettled  a  state  of  society  ;  and  from  the 
unavoidable  anarchy  and  confusion  of  different  laws,  religions,  and 
prejudices,  moral,  civil,  and  political,  all  jumbled  together  in  one 
unnatural  and  discordant  mass.  Every  part  of  Hindostan  has  been 
constantly  exposed  to  these  and  similar  disadvantages  ever  since 
the  Mahommedan  conquests. 

"  The  Hindoos,  who  never  incorporated  with  their  conquerors, 
were  kept  in  order  only  by  the  strong  hand  of  power.  The  constant 
necessity  of  similar  exertions  would  increase  at  once  their  energy 
and  extent,  so  that  rebellion  itself  is  the  parent  and  promoter  of 
despotism.  Sovereignty  in  India  implies  nothing  else.  For  I  know 
not  how  we  can  form  an  estimate  of  its  powers,  but  from  its  visible 
effects;  and  those  are  every  where  the  same,  from  Cabool  to  Assam. 
The  whole  history  of  Asia  is  nothing  more  than  precedents  to  prove 
the  invariable  exercise  of  arbitrary  power.  To  all  this  I  strongly 
alluded  in  the  minutes  J  delivered  in  council,  when  the  treaty  with 
the  new  vizier  was  on  foot  in  1775;  and  I  wished  to  make  Cheit 
Sing  independent,  because  in  India  dependence  included  a  thousand 
evils,  many  of  which  I  enumerated  at  that  time,  and  they  are  entered 
in  the  ninth  clause  of  the  first  section  of  this  charge.  I  knew  the 
powers  with  which  an  Indian  sovereignty  is  armed,  and  the  dangers 
to  which  tributaries  are  exposed.  I  knew,  that  from  the  history  of 
Asia,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  mankind,  the  subjects  of  a 
despotic  empire  are  always  vigilant  for  the  moment  to  rebel,  and  the 
sovereign  is  ever  jealous  of  rebellious  intentions.  A  zemindar  is  an 
Indian  subject,  and  as  such  exposed  to  the  common  lot  of  his  fellows. 
The  mean  and  depraved  state  of  a  inere  zemindar  is  therefore  this  very 
dependence  above  mentioned  on  a  despotic  government,  this  very 
proneness  to  shake  off  his  allegiance,  and  this  very  exposure  to 
continual  danger  from  his  sovereign''s  jealousy,  which  are  consequent 
on  the  political  state  of  Hindostanic  governments.  Bulwant  Sing, 
if  he  had  been,  and  Cheit  Sing,  as  long  as  he  was  a  zemindar,  stood 
exactly  in  this  mean  and  depraved  state  by  the  constitution  of  his 
country.  I  did  not  make  it  for  him,  but  would  have  secured  him 
from  it.     Those  who  made  him  a  zemindar,  entailed  upon  him  the 
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consequences  of  so  mean  and  depraved  a  tenure.  Ally  Verdy  Khaun 
and  Cossim  Ally  fined  all  their  zemindars  on  the  necessities  of  war, 
and  on  every  pretence  either  of  court  necessity  or  court  extrava- 
gance." 

My  lords,  you  have  now  heard  the  principles  on  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings governs  the  part  of  Asia  subjected  to  the    British  empire. 
You  have  heard  his  opinion  of  the  mean  and  depraved  state  of  those 
who  are  subject  to  it.     You  have  heard  his  lecture  upon  arbitrary 
power,  which  he  states  to  be  the  constitution  of  Asia.     You  hear 
the  application  he  makes  of  it ;  and  you  hear  the  practices  which  he 
employs  to  justify  it,  and  who  the  persons  were  on  whose  authority 
he  relies,  and  whose  example  he  professes  to  follow.     In  the  first 
place,  your  lordships  will  be  astonished  at  the  audacity  with  which 
he  speaks  of  his  own  administration,  as  if  he  was  reading  a  specula- 
tive lecture  on  the  evils  attendant  upon  some  vicious  system  of 
foreign  government,  in  which  he  had  no  sort  of  concern  whatsoever. 
And  then,  when  in  this  speculative  way  he  has  established,  or  thinks 
he  has,  the  vices  of  the  government,  he  conceives  he  has  found  a 
sufiicient  apology  for  his  own  crimes.     And  if  he  violates  the  most 
solemn  engagements,  if  he  oppresses,  extorts,  and  robs,  if  he  impri- 
sons, confiscates,  banishes  at  his  sole  will  and  pleasure,  when  we 
accuse  him  for  his  ill-treatment  of  the  people  committed  to  him  as 
a  sacred  trust,  his  defence  is, — to  be  robbed,  violated,  oppressed,  is 
their  privilege — let  the  constitution  of  their  country  answer  for  it. 
I  did  not  make  it  for  them.     Slaves  I  found  them,  and  as  slaves  I 
have  treated  them.     I  was  a  despotic  prince,  despotic  governments 
are  jealous,  and  the  subjects  prone  to  rebellion.  This  very  proneness 
of  the  subject  to  shake  off  his  allegiance  exposes  him  to  continual 
danger  from  his  sovereign's  jealousy,  and  this  is  consequent  on  the 
political  state  of  Hindostanic  governments.     He  lays  it  down  as  a 
rule,  that  despotism  is  the  genuine  constitution  of  India,  that  a  dis- 
position to  rebellion  in  the  subject,  or  dependent  prince,  Ls  the 
necessary  effect  of  this  despotism,  and  that  jealousy  and  its  conse- 
quences naturally  arise  on  the    part  of  the  sovereign — that  the 
government  is  every  thing,  and  the  subject  nothing — that  the  great 
landed  men  are  in  a  mean  and  depraved  state,  and  subject  to  many 
evils. 

Such  a  state  of  things,  if  true,  would  warrant  conclusions  directly 
opposite  to  those  which  Mr.  Hastings  means  to  draw  from  them, 
both  argumentatively  and  practically,  first  to  influence  his  conduct, 
and  then  to  bottom  his  defence  of  it. 

Perhaps  you  will  imagine  that  the  man,  who  avows  these  princi- 
ples of  arbitrary  government,  and  pleads  them  as  the  justification 
of  acts,  which  nothing  else  can  justify,  is  of  opinion,  that  they  are 


SPEECH,   FOURTH    DAY.  357 

on  the  whole  good  for  the  people  over  whom  they  are  exercised. 
The  very  reverse.  He  mentions  them  as  horrible  things,  tending 
to  inflict  on  the  people  a  thousand  evils,  and  to  bring  on  the  ruler  a 
continual  train  of  dangers.  Yet  he  states,  that  your  acquisitions 
in  India  will  be  a  detriment  instead  of  an  advantage,  if  you  destroy 
arbitrary  power,  unless  you  can  reduce  all  the  religious  establish- 
ments, all  the  civil  institutions,  and  tenures  of  land,  into  one  uniform 
mass  ;  i.  e.  unless  by  acts  of  arbitrary  power  you  extinguish  all  the 
laws,  rights,  and  religious  principles  of  the  people,  and  force  them  to  an 
uniformity;  and  on  that  uniformity  build  a  system  of  arbitrary  power. 

But  nothing  is  more  false,  than  that  despotism  is  the  constitution 
of  any  country  in  Asia,  that  we  are  acquainted  with.  It  is  certainly 
not  true  of  any  Mahommedan  constitution.  But  if  it  were,  do  your 
lordships  really  think,  that  the  nation  would  bear,  that  any  human 
creature  would  bear,  to  hear  an  English  governor  defend  himself  on 
such  principles  1  or,  if  he  can  defend  himself  on  such  principles,  is 
it  possible  to  deny  the  conclusion  that  no  man  in  India  has  a  secu- 
rity for  any  thing,  but  by  being  totally  independent  of  the  British 
government?  Here  he  has  declared  his  opinion,  that  he  is  a 
despotic  prince,  that  he  is  to  use  arbitrary  power,  and  of  course  all 
his  acts  are  covered  with  that  shield.  "  I  know,''''  says  he,  "  the  con- 
stitution of  Asia  only  from  its  practiced  Will  your  lordships  submit 
to  hear  the  corrupt  practices  of  mankind  made  the  principles  of 
government ! — No ;  it  will  be  your  pride  and  glory  to  teach  men 
intrusted  with  power  that,  in  their  use  of  it,  they  are  to  conform  to 
principles,  and  not  to  draw  their  principles  from  the  corrupt  practice 
of  any  man  whatever.  Was  there  ever  heard,  or  could  it  be  con- 
ceived, that  a  governor  would  dare  to  heap  up  all  the  evil  prac- 
tices, all  the  cruelties,  oppressions,  extortions,  corruptions,  bri- 
beries, of  all  the  ferocious  usurpers,  desperate  robbers,  thieves, 
cheats,  and  jugglers,  that  ever  had  office  from  one  end  of  Asia  to 
another,  and  consohdating  all  this  mass  of  the  crimes  and  absurdities 
of  barbarous  domination  into  one  code,  establish  it  as  the  whole 
duty  of  an  English  governor  ?  I  believe  that  till  this  time  so  auda- 
cious a  thing  was  never  attempted  by  man. 

He  have  arbitrary  power  !  My  lords,  the  East  India  Company 
have  not  arbitrary  power  to  give  him ;  the  king  has  no  arbitrary 
power  to  give  him ;  your  lordships  have  not ;  nor  the  commons, 
nor  the  whole  legislature,  ^^^e  have  no  arbitrary  power  to  give, 
because  arbitrary  power  is  a  thing  which  neither  any  man  can  hold 
nor  any  man  can  give.  No  man  can  lawfully  govern  himself  ac- 
cording to  his  own  will,  much  less  can  one  person  be  governed  by 
the  will  of  another.  We  are  all  born  in  subjection,  all  born  equally, 
high  and  low,  governors  and  governed,  in  subjection  to  one  great, 
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immutable,  pre-existent  law,  prior  to  all  our  devices,  and  prior  to 
all  our  contrivances ;  paramount  to  all  our  ideas,  and  all  our  sen- 
sations ;  antecedent  to  our  very  existence,  by  which  we  are  knit 
and  connected  in  the  eternal  frame  of  the  universe,  out  of  which 
we  cannot  stir. 

This  great  law  does  not  arise  from  our  conventions  or  com- 
pacts ;  on  the  contrary,  it  gives  to  our  conventions  and  compacts 
all  the  force  and  sanction  they  can  have ; — it  does  not  arise  from 
our  vain  institutions...  Every  good  gift  is  of  God ;  all  power  is  of 
God ;- — and  He,  who  has  given  the  power,  and  from  whom  alone  it 
originates,  will  never  suffer  the  exercise  of  it  to  be  practised  upon 
any  less  solid  foundation  than  the  power  itself.  If,  then,  all  do- 
minion of  man  over  man  is  the  effect  of  the  Divine  disposition,  it 
is  bound  by  the  eternal  laws  of  Him  that  gave  it,  with  which  no 
human  authority  can  dispense ;  neither  he  that  exercises  it,  nor 
even  those  who  are  subject  to  it :  and  if  they  were  mad  enough  to 
make  an  express  compact,  that  should  release  their  magistrate  from 
his  duty,  and  should  declare  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties 
dependent  upon,  not  rules  and  laws,  but  his  mere  capricious  wiU, 
that  covenant  would  be  void.  The  acceptor  of  it  has  not  his 
authority  increased,  but  he  has  his  crime  doubled.  Therefore  can 
it  be  imagined,  if  this  be  true,  that  He  will  suffer  this  great  gift 
of  government,  the  greatest,  the  best,  that  was  ever  given  by  God 
to  mankind,  to  be  the  plaything  and  the  sport  of  the  feeble  will  of 
a  man,  who,  by  a  blasphemous,  absurd,  and  petulant  usurpation, 
would  place  his  own  feeble,  contemptible,  ridiculous  will  in  the 
place  of  the  Divine  wisdom  and  justice  ? 

The  title  of  conquest  makes  no  difference  at  all.  No  conquest 
can  give  such  a  right ;  for  conquest,  that  is  force,  cannot  convert 
its  own  injustice  into  a  just  title,  by  which  it  may  rule  others  at  its 
pleasure.  By  conquest,  which  is  a  more  immediate  designation  of 
the  hand  of  God,  the  conqueror  succeeds  to  all  the  painful  duties 
and  subordination  to  the  power  of  God,  which  belonged  to  the 
sovereign  whom  he  has  displaced,  just  as  if  he  had  come  in  by  the 
positive  law  of  some  descent  or  some  election.  To  this  at  least  he 
is  strictly  bound — he  ought  to  govern  them  as  he  governs  his  own 
subjects.  But  every  wise  conqueror  has  gone  much  further  than 
he  was  bound  to  go.  It  has  been  his  ambition  and  his  policy  to 
reconcile  the  vanquished  to  his  fortune,  to  show  that  they  had 
gained  by  the  change,  to  convert  their  momentary  suffering  into  a 
long  benefit,  and  to  draw  from  the  humiliation  of  his  enemies  an 
accession  to  his  own  glory.  This  has  been  so  constant  a  practice, 
that  it  is  to  repeat  the  histories  of  all  politic  conquerors  in  all 
nations  and  in  all  times ;  and  I  will  not  so  much  distrust  your 
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lordships'  enlightened  and  discriminating  studies  and  correct  me- 
mories as  to  allude  to  one  of  them.  I  will  only  show  you  that  the 
court  of  directors,  under  whom  he  served,  has  adopted  that  idea, 
that  they  constantly  inculcated  it  to  him,  and  to  all  the  servants, 
that  they  run  a  parallel  between  their  own  and  the  native  govern- 
ment, and,  supposing  it  to  be  very  evil,  did  not  hold  it  up  as  an 
example  to  be  followed,  but  as  an  abuse  to  be  corrected  ;  that  they 
never  made  it  a  question  whether  India  is  to  be  improved  by  Eng- 
lish law  and  liberty,  or  English  law  and  liberty  vitiated  by  Indian 
corruption. 

No,  my  lords,  this  arbitrary  power  is  not  to  be  had  by  conquest. 
Nor  can  any  sovereign  have  it  by  succession,  for  no  man  can  succeed 
to  fraud,  rapine,  and  violence ;  neither  by  compact,  covenant,  or 
submission, — for  men  cannot  covenant  themselves  out  of  their  rights 
and  their  duties ;  nor  by  any  other  means  can  arbitrary  power  be 
conveyed  to  any  man.  Those  who  give  to  others  such  rights,  per- 
form acts  that  are  void  as  they  are  given,  good  indeed  and  valid 
only  as  tending  to  subject  themselves,  and  those  who  act  with  them, 
to  the  Divine  displeasure  ;  because  morally  there  can  be  no  such 
power.  Those  who  give,  and  those  who  receive,  arbitrary  power 
are  alike  criminal ;  and  there  is  no  man  but  is  bound  to  resist  it 
to  the  best  of  his  power,  wherever  it  shall  show  its  face  to  the 
world.  It  is  a  crime  to  bear  it,  when  it  can  be  rationally  shaken 
oif.  Nothing  but  absolute  impotence  can  justify  men  in  not  resist- 
ing it  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability. 

Law  and  arbitrary  power  are  in  eternal  enmity.  Name  me  a 
magistrate,  and  I  will  name  property ;  name  me  power,  and  I  will 
name  protection.  It  is  a  contradiction  in  terms ;  it  is  blasphemy 
in  religion  ;  it  is  wickedness  in  politics  to  say  that  any  man  can 
have  arbitrary  power.  In  every  patent  of  office  the  duty  is  included. 
For  what  else  does  a  magistrate  exist  I  To  suppose  for  power  is 
an  absurdity  in  idea.  Judges  are  guided  and  governed  by  the 
eternal  laws  of  justice,  to  which  we  are  all  subject.  We  may  bite 
our  chains  if  we  will,  but  we  shall  be  made  to  know  ourselves,  and 
be  taught  that  man  is  born  to  be  governed  by  law ;  and  he  that 
will  substitute  will  in  the  place  of  it  is  an  enemy  to  Gron. 

Despotism  does  not  in  the  smallest  degree  abrogate,  alter,  or  lessen 
any  one  duty  of  any  one  relation  of  life,  or  weaken  the  force  or  obliga- 
tion of  any  one  engagement  or  contract  whatsoever.  Despotism,  if  it 
means  any  thing,  that  is  at  all  defensible,  means  a  mode  of  govern- 
ment bound  by  no  written  rules,  and  coerced  by  no  controlling 
magistracies,  or  well-settled  orders  in  the  state.  But  if  it  has  no 
written  law,  it  neither  does  nor  can  cancel  the  primeval,  indefeasible, 
unalterable  law  of  nature,  and  of  nations ;  and  if  no  magistracies 


360  IMPEACHMENT   OF    WAEREN   HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

control  its  exertions,  those  exertions  must  derive  their  limitation 
and  direction  either  from  the  equity  and  moderation  of  the  ruler, 
or  from  downright  revolt  on  the  part  of  the  subject  by  rebellion, 
divested  of  all  its  criminal  qualities.  The  moment  a  sovereign 
removes  the  idea  of  security  and  protection  from  his  subjects,  and 
declares  that  he  is  every  thing  and  they  nothing ;  when  he  declares 
that  no  contract  he  makes  with  them  can  or  ought  to  bind  him,  he 
then  declares  war  upon  them.  He  is  no  longer  sovereign ;  they 
are  no  longer  subjects. 

No  man,  therefore,  has  a  right  to  arbitrary  power.  But  the  thought, 
which  is  suggested  by  the  depravity  of  him  who  brings  it  forward,  is 
supported  by  a  gross  confusion  of  ideas  and  principles,  which  your 
lordships  well  know  how  to  discern  and  separate.  It  is  manifest, 
that  in  the  eastern  governments,  and  the  western,  and  in  all 
governments,  the  supreme  power  in  the  state  cannot,  whilst  that 
state  subsists,  be  rendered  criminally  responsible  for  its  actions ; 
otherwise  it  would  not  be  the  supreme  power.  It  is  certainly  true ; 
but  the  actions  do  not  change  their  nature  by  losing  their  respon- 
sibility. The  arbitrary  acts  which  are  unpunished,  are  not  the 
less  vicious,  though  none  but  God,  the  conscience,  and  the  opinions 
of  mankind,  take  cognizance  of  them. 

It  is  not  merely  so  in  this  or  that  government,  but  in  all  coun- 
tries. The  king  in  this  country  is  undoubtedly  unaccountable  for 
his  actions.  The  House  of  Lords,  if  it  should  ever  exercise,  (God 
forbid  I  should  suspect  it  would  ever  do  what  it  has  never  done,) 
but  if  it  should  ever  abuse  its  judicial  power,  and  give  such  a  judg- 
ment as  it  ought  not  to  give,  whether  from  fear  of  popular  clamour 
on  the  one  hand,  or  predilection  to  the  prisoner  on  the  other ;  if 
they  abuse  their  judgments,  there  is  no  calling  them  to  an  account  for 
it.  And  so,  if  the  commons  should  abuse  their  power, — nay,  if  they 
should  have  been  so  greatly  delinquent  as  not  to  have  prosecuted 
this  offender,  they  could  not  be  accountable  for  it ;  there  is  no 
punishing  them  for  their  acts,  because  we  exercise  a  part  of  the 
supreme  power.  But  are  they  less  criminal,  less  rebellious  against 
the  Divine  Majesty?  are  they  less  hateful  to  man,  whose  opinions 
they  ought  to  cultivate  as  far  as  they  are  just  ? — No.  Till  society 
fall  into  a  state  of  dissolution,  they  cannot  be  accountable  for  their 
acts.  But  it  is  from  confounding  the  unaccountable  character, 
inherent  in  the  supreme  power,  with  arbitrary  power,  that  all  this 
confusion  of  ideas  has  arisen. 

Even  upon  a  supposition,  that  arbitrary  power  can  exist  any 
where,  which  we  deny  totally,  and  which  your  lordships  will  be  the 
first  and  proudest  to  deny,  still  absolute,  supreme  dominion  was 
never  conferred  or  delegated  by  you ;  much  less,  arbitrary  power, 
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which  never  did  in  any   ease,  nor  ever  will  in  any  case,  time,  or 
country,  produce  any  one  of  the  ends  of  just  government. 

It  is  true  that  the  supreme  power  in  every  constitution  of  govern- 
ment must  be  absolute  ;  and  this  may  be  corrupted  into  the  arbi- 
trary. But  all  good  constitutions  have  established  certain  fixed 
rules  for  the  exercise  of  their  functions,  which  they  rarely  or  ever 
depart  from,  and  which  rules  form  the  security  against  that  worst 
of  evils,  the  government  of  will  and  force  instead  of  wisdom  and 
justice. 

But  though  the  supreme  power  is  in  a  situation  resembling- 
arbitrary,  yet  never  was  there  heard  of  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
that  is,  in  that  mixed  chaos  of  human  wisdom  and  folly,  such  a  thing 
as  an  intermediate  arbitrary  power — that  is,  of  an  oflBcer  of  govern- 
ment, who  is  to  exert  authoritj'  over  the  people  without  any  law  at 
all,  and  who  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  all  laws,  and  all  forms  of  law, 
when  he  is  called  to  an  account.  For  that  is  to  let  a  wild  beast 
(for  such  is  a  man  without  law)  loose  upon  the  people,  to  prey  on 
them  at  his  pleasure  ;  whilst  all  the  laws,  which  ought  to  secure  the 
people  against  the  abuse  of  power,  are  employed  to  screen  that 
abuse  against  the  cries  of  the  people. 

This  is  de  facto  the  state  of  our  Indian  government.  But  to 
establish  it  so  in  right  as  well  as  in  fact,  is  a  thing  left  for  us  to 
begin  with, — the  first  of  mankind. 

For  a  subordinate,  arbitrary,  or  even  despotic  power  never  was 
heard  of  in  right,  claim,  or  authorized  practice.  Least  of  all  has  it 
been  heard  of  in  the  Eastern  governments,  where  all  the  instances 
of  severity  and  cruelty  fall  upon  governors,  and  persons  intrusted 
with  power.  This  would  be  a  gross  contradiction.  Before  Mr. 
Hastings,  none  ever  came  before  his  superiors  to  claim  it ;  because, 
if  any  such  thing  could  exist,  he  claims  the  very  power  of  that 
sovereign  who  calls  him  to  account. 

But  suppose  a  man  to  come  before  us,  denying  all  the  benefits  of 
law  to  the  people  under  him, — and  yet,  when  he  is  called  to  account, 
to  claim  all  the  benefits  of  that  law,  which  was  made  to  screen  man- 
kind from  the  excesses  of  power :  such  a  claim,  I  will  venture  to 
say,  is  a  monster  that  never  existed  except  in  the  wild  imagination 
of  some  theorist.  It  cannot  be  admitted,  because  it  is  a  perversion 
of  the  fundamental  principle,  that  every  power,  given  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people  below,  should  be  responsible  to  the  power 
above.  It  is  to  suppose  that  the  people  shall  have  no  laws  with 
regard  to  him,  yet  when  he  comes  to  be  tried,  he  shall  claim  the 
protection  of  those  laws  which  were  made  to  secure  the  people  from 
his  violence ;  that  he  shall  claim  a  fair  trial,  an  equitable  hearing, 
every  advantage  of  counsel  (God  forbid  he  should  not  have  them), 
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yet  that  the  people  under  him  shall  have  none  of  those  advantages. 
The  reverse  is  the  principle  of  every  just  and  rational  procedure. 
For  the  people,  who  have  nothing  to  use  but  their  natural  faculties, 
ought  to  be  gently  dealt  with ;  but  those  who  are  intrusted  with  an 
artificial  and  instituted  authority,  have  in  their  hands  a  great  deal 
of  the  force  of  other  people  ;  and  as  their  temptations  to  injustice 
are  greater,  so  their  means  are  infinitely  more  effectual  for  mischief 
by  turning  the  powers  given  for  the  preservation  of  society  to  its 
destruction ;  so  that  if  an  arbitrary  procedure  be  justifiable,  a  strong 
one  I  am  sure  is,  it  is  when  used  against  those  who  pretend  to  use 
it  against  others. 

My  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say  of  the  governments  of  Asia,  that 
none  of  them  ever  had  an  arbitrary  power ;  and,  if  any  governments 
had  an  arbitrary  power,  they  cannot  delegate  it  to  any  persons 
under  them  ;  that  is,  they  cannot  so  delegate  it  to  others  as  not  to 
leave  them  accountable  on  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  given. 
As  this  is  a  contradiction  in  terms,  a  gross  absurdity,  as  well  as  a 
monstrous  wickedness,  let  me  say,  for  the  honour  of  human  nature, 
that  although  undoubtedly  we  may  speak  it  with  the  pride  of  Eng- 
land, that  we  have  better  institutions  for  the  preservation  of  the 
rights  of  men,  than  any  other  country  in  the  world ;  yet  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  no  country  has  whoUy  meant,  or  ever  meant, 
to  give  this  power. 

As  it  cannot  exist  in  right  on  any  rational  and  sohd  principles  of 
government,  so  neither  does  it  exist  in  the  constitution  of  oriental 
governments,  and  I  do  insist  upon  it,  that  oriental  governments 
know  nothing  of  arbitrary  power.  I  have  taken  as  much  pains  as 
I  could  to  examine  into  the  constitutions  of  them.  I  have  been 
endeavouring  to  inform  myself  at  all  times  on  this  subject ;  of  late 
my  duty  has  led  me  to  a  more  minute  inspection  of  them  ;  and  I  do 
challenge  the  whole  race  of  man  to  show  me  any  of  the  oriental 
governors  claiming  to  themselves  a  right  to  act  by  arbitrary  will. 

The  greatest  part  of  Asia  is  under  JNIahommedan  governments. 
To  name  a  Mahommedan  government,  is  to  name  a  government 
by  law.  It  is  a  law  enforced  by  stronger  sanctions  than  any 
law  that  can  bind  a  Christian  sovereign.  Their  law  is  beUeved 
to  be  given  by  God,  and  it  has  the  double  sanction  of  law  and 
of  religion,  with  which  the  prince  is  no  more  authorized  to  dis- 
pense than  any  one  else.  And,  if  any  man  will  produce  the  Koran 
to  me,  and  will  but  show  me  one  text  in  it,  that  authorizes  in 
any  degree  an  arbitrary  power  in  the  government,  I  will  confess, 
that  I  have  read  that  book,  and  been  conversant  in  the  affiiirs  of 
Asia,  in  vain.  There  is  not  such  a  syllable  in  it ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, against  oppressors  by  name  every  letter  of  that  law  is  ful- 
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minated.  There  are  interpreters  established  throughout  all  Asia, 
to  explain  that  law,  an  order  of  priesthood,  whom  they  call  men  of 
the  law.  These  men  are  conservators  of  the  law ;  and,  to  enable 
them  to  preserve  it  in  its  perfection,  they  are  secured  from  the 
resentment  of  the  sovereign,  for  he  cannot  touch  them.  Even  their 
kings  are  not  always  vested  with  a  real  supreme  power ;  but  the 
government  is  in  some  degree  republican. 

To  bring  this  point  a  little  nearer  home,  since  we  are  challenged 
thus,  since  we  are  led  into  Asia,  since  we  are  called  upon  to  make 
good  our  charge  on  the  principles  of  the  governments  there,  rather 
than  on  those  of  our  own  country,  (which  I  trust  your  lordships 
will  oblige  him  finally  to  be  governed  by,  puffed  up  as  he  is  with 
the  insolence  of  Asia,)  the  nearest  to  us  of  the  governments  he 
appeals  to  is  that  of  the  grand  seignior,  the  emperor  of  the  Turks 
— He  an  arbitrary  power !  Why  he  has  not  the  supreme  power  of 
his  own  country.  Every  one  knows,  that  the  grand  seignior  is 
exalted  high  in  titles,  as  our  prerogative  lawyers  exalt  an  abstract 
sovereign,  and  he  cannot  be  exalted  higher  in  our  books.  I  say  he 
is  destitute  of  the  first  character  of  sovereign  power.  He  cannot 
lay  a  tax  upon  his  people. 

The  next  part,  in  which  he  misses  of  a  sovereign  power,  is,  that 
he  cannot  dispose  of  the  life,  of  the  property,  or  of  the  liberty  of 
any  of  his  subjects,  but  by  what  is  called  ihefetfa,  or  sentence  of 
the  law.  He  cannot  declare  peace  or  war  without  the  same  sen- 
tence of  the  law ;  so  much  is  he,  more  than  European  sovereigns,  a 
subject  of  strict  law,  that  he  cannot  declare  war  or  peace  without 
it.  Then,  if  he  can  neither  touch  life  nor  property,  if  he  cannot  lay 
a  tax  on  his  subjects,  or  declare  peace  or  war,  I  leave  it  to  your 
lordships'  judgment,  whether  he  can  be  called,  according  to  the 
principles  of  that  constitution,  an  arbitrary  power.  A  Turkish 
sovereign,  if  he  should  be  judged  by  the  body  of  that  law  to  have 
acted  against  its  principles,  (unless  he  happens  to  be  secured  by  a 
faction  of  the  soldiery,)  is  liable  to  be  deposed  on  the  sentence  of 
that  law,  and  his  successor  comes  in  under  the  strict  hmitations  of 
the  ancient  law  of  that  country:  neither  can  he  hold  his  place, 
dispose  of  his  succession,  or  take  any  one  step  whatever,  without 
being  bound  by  law.  Thus  much  may  be  said,  when  gentlemen  talk 
of  the  affairs  of  Asia,  as  to  the  nearest  of  Asiatic  sovereigns  ;  and 
he  is  more  Asiatic  than  European,  he  is  a  Mahommedan  sovereign ; 
and  no  Mahommedan  is  born,  who  can  exercise  any  arbitrary  power 
at  all,  consistently  with  their  constitution  :  insomuch  that  this  chief 
magistrate,  who  is  the  highest  executive  power  among  them,  is  the 
very  person  who,  by  the  constitution  of  the  country,  is  the  most 
fettered  by  law. 
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Corruption  is  the  true  cause  of  the  loss  of  all  the  benefits  of  the 
constitution  of  that  country.  The  practice  of  Asia,  as  the  gentle- 
man at  your  bar  has  thought  fit  to  say,  is  what  he  holds  to ;  the 
constitution  he  flies  away  from.  The  question  is,  whether  you  will 
take  the  constitution  of  the  country  as  your  rule,  or  the  base  prac- 
tices of  those  usurpers,  robbers,  and  tyrants,  who  have  subverted  it. 
Undoubtedly  much  blood,  murder,  false  imprisonment,  much  pecula^ 
tion,  cruelty,  and  robbery  are  to  be  found  in  Asia ;  and  if,  instead 
of  going  to  the  sacred  laws  of  the  country,  he  chooses  to  resort  to 
the  iniquitous  practices  of  it,  and  practices  authorized  only  by  public 
tumult,  contention,  war,  and  riot,  he  may  indeed  find  as  clear  an 
acquittal  in  the  practices,  as  he  would  find  condemnation  in  the 
institutions  of  it.  He  has  rejected  the  law  of  England.  Your 
lordships  will  not  suffer  it.  God  forbid  !  For  my  part  I  should 
have  no  sort  of  objection  to  let  him  choose  his  law — Mahommedan, 
Tartarean,  Gentoo.  But  if  he  disputes,  as  he  does,  the  authority 
of  an  act  of  parliament,  let  him  state  to  me  that  law  to  which  he 
means  to  be  subject,  or  any  law,  which  he  knows  that  will  justify 
his  actions.  I  am  not  authorized  to  say,  that  I  shall,  even  in  that 
case,  give  up  what  is  not  in  me  to  give  up,  because  I  represent  an 
authority,  of  which  I  must  stand  in  awe  ;  but,  for  myself,  I  shall 
confess,  that  I  am  brought  to  public  shame,  and  am  not  fit  to 
manage  the  great  interests  committed  to  my  charge.  I  therefore 
again  repeat  of  that  Asiatic  government,  with  which  we  are  best 
acquainted,  which  has  been  constituted  more  in  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  Mahomed,  than  any  other, — ^that  the  sovereign  cannot, 
agreeably  to  that  constitution,  exercise  any  arbitrary  power  what- 
ever. 

The  next  point  for  us  to  consider  is,  whether  or  no  the  Mahom- 
medan constitution  of  India  authorizes  that  power.  The  gentleman 
at  your  lordships'  bar  has  thought  proper  to  say,  that  it  wiU  be 
happy  for  India  (though  soon  after  he  tells  you  it  is  a  happiness 
they  can  never  enjoy)  "  when  the  despotic  institutes  of  Genghiz 
Khan  or  Tamerlane  shall  give  place  to  the  liberal  spirit  of  a  British 
legislature ;  and,"  says  he,  "  I  shall  be  amply  satisfied  in  my 
present  prosecution,  if  it  shall  tend  to  hasten  the  approach  of  an 
event  so  beneficial  to  the  great  interests  of  mankind." 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  what  he  says  about  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment. Do  you  not  now  think  it  rather  an  extraordinary  thing 
that  any  British  subject  should,  in  vindication  of  the  authority 
which  he  has  exercised,  here  quote  the  names  and  institutes,  as  he 
calls  them,  of  fierce  conquerors,  of  men  who  were  the  scourges 
of  mankind,  whose  power  was  a  power  which  they  held  by  force 
only? 
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As  to  the  institutes  of  Genghiz  Khan,  which  he  calls  arbitrary 
institutes,  I  never  saw  them.  If  he  has  that  book,  he  will  oblige 
the  public  by  producing  it.  I  have  seen  a  book  existing,  called 
Yassa  of  G-enghiz  Khan ;  the  other  I  never  saw.  If  there  be  any 
part  of  it  to  justify  arbitrary  power,  he  will  produce  it.  But  if  we 
may  judge  by  those  ten  precepts  of  Genghiz  Khan,  which  we  have, 
there  is  not  a  shadow  of  arbitrary  power  to  be  found  in  any  one  of 
them.  Institutes  of  arbitrary  power !  Why,  if  there  is  arbitrary 
power,  there  can  be  no  institutes. 

As  to  the  Institutes  of  Tamerlane;  here  they  are  in  their 
original,  and  here  is  a  translation.  I  have  carefully  read  every 
part  of  these  institutes ;  and  if  any  one  shows  me  one  word  in 
them,  in  which  the  prince  claims  in  himself  arbitrary  power,  I 
again  repeat,  that  I  shall  for  my  own  part  confess  that  I  have 
brought  myself  to  great  shame.  There  is  no  book  in  the  world, 
I  believe,  which  contains  nobler,  more  just,  more  manly,  more 
pious  principles  of  government  than  this  book,  called  the  Institu- 
tions of  Tamerlane.  Nor  is  there  one  word  of  arbitrary  power  in 
it,  much  less  of  that  arbitrary  power  which  Mr.  Hastings  supposes 
himself  justified  by;  namely,  a  delegated,  subordinate,  arbitrary 
power.  So  far  was  that  great  prince  from  permitting  this  gross, 
violent,  intermediate,  arbitrary  power,  that  I  will  venture  to  say 
the  chief  thing  by  which  he  has  recommended  himself  to  posterity, 
was  a  most  direct  declaration  of  all  the  wrath  and  indignation  of 
the  supreme  government  against  it.  But  here  is  the  book.  It 
contains  the  institutes  of  the  founder  of  the  Mogul  empire,  left  as 
a  sacred  legacy  to  his  posterity,  as  a  rule  for  their  conduct,  and  as 
a  means  of  preserving  their  power. 

"  BE  it  known  to  my  fortunate  sons,  the  conquerors  of  king- 
doms, to  my  mighty  descendants,  the  lords  of  the  earth,  that 
since  I  have  hope  in  Almighty  God,  that  many  of  my  children, 
descendants  and  posterity,  shall  sit  upon  the  throne  of  power  and 
regal  authority ;  upon  this  account,  having  established  laws  and 
regulations  for  the  well  governing  of  my  dominions,  I  have  collected 
together  those  regulations  and  laws  as  a  model  for  others  ;  to  the 
end  that  every  one  of  my  children,  descendants  and  posterity,  acting 
agreeably  thereto,  my  power  and  empire,  which  I  acquired  through 
hardships,  and  difficulties,  and  perils,  and  bloodshed,  by  the  Divine 
favour  and  by  the  influence  of  the  holy  religion  of  Mahomed, 
(God's  peace  be  upon  him  !)  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  power- 
ful descendants  and  illustrious  followers  of  that  prophet,  may  be  by 
them  preserved. 

"  And  let  them  make  these  regulations  the  rule  of  their  conduct 
in  the  afiairs  of  their  empire,  that  the  fortune  and  the  power  which 
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shall   descend  from  me  to  them,   may  be  safe  from  discord  and 
dissolution. 

"  Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  my  sons,  the  fortunate  and  the 
illustrious,  to  my  descendants,  the  mighty  subduers  of  kingdoms, 
that,  in  like  manner  as  I  by  twelve  maxims,  which  I  established 
as  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  attained  to  regal  dignity,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  these  maxims,  conquered  and  governed  kingdoms, 
and  decorated  and  adorned  the  throne  of  my  empire,  let  them  also 
act  according  to  these  regulations,  and  preserve  the  splendour  of 
mine  and  their  dominions. 

"  And  among  the  rules  which  I  established  for  the  support  of 
™y  gloT  ^nd  empire,  the  first  was  this — that  I  promoted  the 
worship  of  Almighty  God,  and  propagated  the  religion  of  the 
sacred  Mahomed  throughout  the  world  ;  and  at  all  times  and  in 
all  places  supported  the  true  faith. 

"  Secondly.  With  the  people  of  the  twelve  classes  and  tribes  I 
conquered  and  governed  kingdoms  ;  and  with  them  I  strengthened 
the  pillars  of  my  fortune,  and  from  them  I  formed  my  assembly. 

"  Thirdly.  By  consultation,  and  deliberation,  and  provident  mea- 
sures, by  caution,  and  by  vigilance,  I  vanquished  armies,  and  I 
reduced  kingdoms  to  my  authority.  And  I  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness of  my  empire  by  complying  with  times  and  occasions,  and 
by  generosity,  and  by  patience,  and  by  policy ;  and  I  acted  with 
courteousness  towards  my  friends  and  towards  my  enemies. 

"  Fourtlily.  By  order  and  by  discipUne  I  regulated  the  concerns 
of  my  government;  and  by  disciphne  and  by  order  I  so  firmly 
established  my  authority,  that  the  ameers  and  the  viziers,  and  the 
soldiers  and  the  subjects,  could  not  aspire  beyond  their  respective 
degrees;  and  every  one  of  them  was  the  keeper  of  his  own 
station. 

"Fifthly.  I  gave  encouragement  to  my  ameers,  and  to  my 
soldiers,  and  with  money  and  with  jewels  I  made  them  glad  of  heart ; 
and  I  permitted  them  to  come  into  the  banquet ;  and  in  the  field 
of  blood  they  hazarded  their  lives.  And  I  withheld  not  from  them 
my  gold  nor  my  silver.  And  I  educated  and  trained  them  to 
arms ;  and  to  alleviate  their  sufferings  I  myself  shared  in  their 
labours,  and  in  their  hardships,  until  with  the  arm  of  fortitude  and 
resolution,  and  with  the  unanimity  of  my  chiefs,  and  my  generals, 
and  my  warriors,  by  the  edge  of  the  sword,  I  obtained  possession 
of  the  thrones  of  seven-and-twenty  kings ;  and  became  the  king 
and  the  ruler  of  the  kingdoms  of  Eracen  and  of  Tooraun ;  and 
of  Room,  and  of  Mughrib,  and  of  Shauni  ;  and  of  Missur,  and  of 
Erank-a-Arrub,  and  of  Ajjum ;  and  of  Mauzinduraun,  and  of 
Kylaunaut ;    and  of  Shurvaunaut,  and  of  Azzurbauejaun ;  and  of 
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Fauris,  and  of  Khorausaun ;  and  of  the  Dusht  of  Jitteh,  and  the 
Dusht  of  Kipchauk ;  and  of  Khauruzm,  and  of  Khuttun,  and  of 
Kauboolistan  ;  and  of  Hindostaun,  and  of  Baukhtur  Zemeen. 

"And  when  I  clothed  myself  in  the  robe  of  empire,  I  shut 
my  eyes  to  safety,  and  to  the  repose  which  is  found  on  the  bed  of 
ease.  And  from  the  twelfth  year  of  my  age  I  travelled  over 
countries,  and  combatted  difficulties,  and  formed  enterprises,  and 
vanquished  armies  ;  and  experienced  mutinies,  amongst  my  officers 
and  my  soldiers,  and  was  familiarized  to  the  language  of  disobe- 
dience ;  and  I  opposed  them  with  policy  and  with  fortitude,  and  I 
hazarded  my  person  in  the  hour  of  danger  ;  until  in  the  end  I 
vanquished  kingdoms  and  empires,  and  established  the  glory  of 
my  name. 

"  Sixthly.  By  justice  and  equity  I  gained  the  affections  of  the 
people  of  God  ;  and  I  extended  my  clemency  to  the  guilty  as  well 
as  to  the  innocent ;  and  I  passed  that  sentence  which  truth 
required ;  and  by  benevolence  I  gained  a  place  in  the  hearts  of 
men ;  and  by  rewards  and  punishments  I  kept  both  my  troops 
and  my  subjects  divided  between  hope  and  fear.  And  I  com- 
passionated the  lower  ranks  of  my  people,  and  those  who  were 
distressed.     And  I  gave  gifts  to  the  soldiers. 

"  And  I  delivered  the  oppressed  from  the  hand  of  the  oppressor ; 
and,  after  proof  of  the  oppression,  whether  on  the  property  or  the 
person,  the  decision,  which  I  passed  between  them,  was  agreeable 
to  the  sacred  law.  And  I  did  not  cause  any  one  person  to  suffer 
for  the  guilt  of  another. 

"  Those  who  had  done  me  injuries,  who  had  attacked  my  person 
in  battle,  and  had  counteracted  my  schemes  and  enterprises,  when 
they  threw  themselves  on  my  mercy,  I  received  them  with  kind- 
ness :  I  conferred  on  them  additional  honours,  and  I  drew  the  pen 
of  oblivion  over  their  evil  actions.  And  I  treated  them  in  such 
sort,  that  if  suspicion  remained  in  their  hearts,  it  was  plucked  out 
entirely. 

"  Seventhly.  I  selected  out,  and  treated  with  esteem  and  venera- 
tion, the  posterity  of  the  prophet,  and  the  theologians,  and  the 
teachers  of  the  true  faith,  and  the  philosophers,  and  the  historians. 
And  I  loved  men  of  courage  and  valour ;  for  God  Almighty  loveth 
the  brave.  And  I  associated  with  good  and  learned  men ;  and  I 
gained  their  affections,  and  I  entreated  their  support,  and  I  sought 
success  from  their  holy  prayers.  And  I  loved  the  dervishes  and 
the  poor ;  and  I  oppressed  them  not ;  neither  did  I  exclude 
them  from  my  favour.  And  I  permitted  not  the  evil  and  the 
malevolent  to  enter  into  my  council ;  and  I  acted  not  by  their 
advice ;  and  I  listened  not  to  their  insinuations  to  the  prejudice 
of  others. 
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"Eighthly.  I  acted  with  resolution;  and,  on  whatever  under- 
taking I  resolved,  I  made  that  undertaking  the  only  object  of  my 
attention ;  and  I  withdrew  not  my  hand  from  that  enterprise,  until 
I  had  brought  it  to  a  conclusion.  And  I  acted  according  to  that 
which  I  said.  And  I  dealt  not  with  severity  towards  any  one,  and 
I  was  not  oppressive  in  any  of  my  actions;  that  God  Almighty 
might  not  deal  severely  towards  me,  nor  render  my  own  actions 
oppressive  to  me. 

"  And  I  inquired  of  learned  men  into  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
ancient  princes  from  the  days  of  Adam  to  those  of  the  Prophet, 
and  from  the  days  of  the  Prophet  down  to  this  time.  And  I 
weighed  their  institutions,  and  their  actions,  and  their  opinions,  one 
by  one.  And  from  their  approved  manners  and  their  good  qualities, 
I  selected  models.  And  I  inquired  into  the  causes  of  the  subversion 
of  their  power,  and  I  shunned  those  actions  which  tend  to  the 
destruction  and  overthrow  of  regal  authority.  And  from  cruelty 
and  from  oppression,  which  are  the  destroyers  of  posterity,  and  the 
bringers  of  famine  and  of  plagues,  I  found  it  was  good  to  abstain. 

"  Ninthly.  The  situation  of  my  people  was  known  unto  me.  And 
those  who  were  great  among  them  I  considered  as  my  brethren ; 
and  I  regarded  the  poor  as  my  children.  And  I  made  myself 
acquainted  with  the  tempers  and  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of 
every  country  and  of  every  city.  And  I  contracted  intimacies  with 
the  citizens,  and  the  chiefs,  and  the  nobles ;  and  I  appointed  over 
them  governors  adapted  to  their  manners,  and  their  dispositions, 
and  their  wishes.  And  I  knew  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants 
of  every  province.  And  in  every  kingdom  I  appointed  writers  of 
intelligence,  men  of  truth  and  integrity,  that  they  might  send  me 
information  of  the  conduct  and  the  behaviour,  and  the  actions  and 
the  manners,  of  the  troops  and  of  the  inhabitants,  and  of  every 
occurrence  that  might  come  to  pass  amongst  them.  And  if  I 
discovered  aught  contrary  to  their  information,  I  inflicted  punish- 
ment on  the  intelligencer ;  and  every  circumstance  of  cruelty  and 
oppre.ssion  in  the  governors,  and  in  the  troops,  and  in  the  inhabits 
ants,  which  reached  my  ears,  I  chastised  agreeably  to  justice  and 
equity. 

"  TentJdy.  Whatever  tribe,  and  whatever  horde,  whether  Toork 
or  Taucheek,  or  Arrub,  or  Ajjum,  came  in  unto  me,  I  received 
their  chiefs  with  distinction  and  respect,  and  their  followers  I 
honoured  according  to  their  degrees  and  their  stations,  and  to  the 
good  among  them  I  did  good,  and  the  evil  I  delivered  over  to  their 
evil  actions. 

"  And  whoever  attached  himself  unto  me,  I  forgot  not  the  merit 
of  his  attachment,  and  I  acted  towards  him  with  kiadness  and 
generosity ;  and  whoever  had  rendered  me  services,  I  repaid  the 
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value  of  those  services  unto  him.  And  whoever  had  been  my 
enemy,  and  was  ashamed  thereof,  and,  flying  to  me  for  protection, 
humbled  himself  before  me,  I  forgot  his  enmity,  and  I  purchased 
him  with  liberality  and  kindness. 

"  In  such  manner  Share  Behraum,  the  chief  of  a  tribe,  was  along 
vdth  me.  And  he  left  me  in  the  hour  of  action  ;  and  he  united 
with  the  enemy,  and  he  drew  forth  his  sword  against  me.  And  at 
length  my  salt,  which  he  had  eaten,  seized  upon  him ;  and  he 
again  fled  to  me  for  refuge,  and  humbled  himself  before  me.  As 
he  was  a  man  of  illustrious  descent,  and  of  bravery,  and  of  experi- 
ence, I  covered  my  eyes  from  his  evil  actions;  and  I  magnified 
him,  and  I  exalted  him  to  a  superior  rank,  and  I  pardoned  his 
disloyalty  in  consideration  of  his  valour. 

"  Eleventhly.  My  children,  and  my  relations,  and  my  associates, 
and  my  neighbours,  and  such  as  had  been  connected  with  me,  all 
these  I  distinguished  in  the  days  of  my  fortune  and  prosperity,  and 
I  paid  unto  them  their  due.  And,  with  respect  to  my  family,  I 
rent  not  asunder  the  bands  of  consanguinity  and  mercy;  and  I 
issued  not  commands  to  slay  them,  or  to  bind  them  with  chains. 

"  And  I  dealt  with  every  man,  whatever  the  judgment  I  had 
formed  of  him,  according  to  my  own  opinion  of  his  worth.  As  I 
had  seen  much  of  prosperity  and  adversity,  and  had  acquired  know- 
ledge and  experience,  I  conducted  myself  with  caution  and  with 
policy  towards  my  friends  and  towards  my  enemies. 

"  Twelfihly.  Soldiers,  whether  associates  or  adversaries,  I  held  in 
esteem;  those  who  sell  their  permanent  happiness  to  perishable 
honour,  and  throw  themselves  into  the  field  of  slaughter  and  battle, 
and  hazard  their  lives  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

"  And  the  man,  who  drew  his  sword  on  the  side  of  my  enemy, 
and  committed  hostilities  against  me,  and  preserved  his  fideUty  to 
his  master,  him  I  greatly  honoured :  and  when  such  a  man  came 
unto  me,  knowing  his  worth,  I  classed  him  with  my  faithful 
associates;  and  I  respected  and  valued  his  fidehty  and  his 
attachment. 

"  And  the  soldier,  who  forgot  his  duty  and  his  honour,  and  in  the 
hour  of  action  turned  his  face  from  his  master,  and  came  in  unto 
me,  I  considered  as  the  most  detestable  of  men. 

"And  in  the  war  between  Touktummish  Khaun,  his  ameers 
forgot  their  duty  to  Touktummish,  who  was  their  master  and  my 
foe,  and  sent  proposals  and  wrote  letters  unto  me.  And  I  uttered 
execrations  upon  them,  because,  unmindful  of  that  which  they 
owed  to  their  lord,  they  had  thrown  aside  their  honour  and  their 
duty,  and  came  in  unto  me.     I  said  unto  myself.  What  fidelity  have 
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they  observed  to  their  liege  lord?  what  fidelity  will  they  show 
unto  me  2 

"  And,  behold,  it  was  known  unto  me  by  experience,  that  every 
empire  which  is  not  established  in  morality  and  religion,  nor 
strengthened  by  regulations  and  laws,  from  that  empire  all  order, 
grandeur,  and  power  shall  pass  away.  And  that  empire  may  be 
likened  unto  a  naked  man,  who,  when  exposed  to  view,  commanded 
the  eye  of  modesty  to  be  covered  ;  and  it  is  like  unto  a  house  which 
hath  neither  roof,  nor  gates,  nor  defences;  into  which  whoever 
willeth  may  enter  unmolested. 

"  Theuefoke,  I  established  the  foundation  of  my  empire  on  the 
morality  and  the  rehgion  of  Islaum ;  and  by  regulations  and  laws, 
I  gave  it  stability.  And  by  laws  and  by  regulations  I  executed 
every  business  and  every  transaction  that  came  before  me  in  the 
course  of  my  government." 

I  need  not  read  any  further,  or  I  might  show  your  lordships  the 
noble  principles,  the  grand,  bold,  and  manly  maxims,  the  resolution 
to  abstain  from  oppression  himself,  and  to  crush  it  in  the  governors 
under  him,  to  be  found  in  this  book,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has 
thought  proper  to  resort  to  as  containing  what  he  calls  arbitrary 
principles. 

But  it  is  not  in  this  instance  only  that  I  must  do  justice  to  the 
East.  I  assert  that  their  morality  is  equal  to  ours  in  whatever 
regards  the  duties  of  governors,  fathers,  and  superiors ;  and  I 
challenge  the  world  to  show,  in  any  modern  European  book,  more 
true  morality  and  wisdom  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of 
Asiatic  men  in  high  trust,  and  who  have  been  counsellors  to 
princes.  If  this  be  the  true  morality  of  Asia,  as  I  afiBrm,  and  can 
prove  that  it  is,  the  plea  founded  on  Mr.  Hastings's  geographical 
morality  is  annihilated. 

I  little  regard  the  theories  of  travellers,  where  they  do  not  relate 
to  facts  on  which  they  are  founded.  I  have  two  instances  of  facts 
attested  by  Tavemier,  a  traveller  of  power  and  consequence,  which 
are  very  material  to  be  mentioned  here,  because  they  show  that,  in 
some  of  the  instances  recorded,  in  which  the  princes  of  the  country 
have  used  any  of  those  cruel  and  barbarous  executions  which  make 
us  execrate  them,  it  has  been  upon  governors  who  have  abused 
their  trust;  and  that  this  very  oriental  authority  to  which  Mr. 
Hastings  appeals,  would  have  condemned  him  to  a  dreadful  punish- 
ment. I  thank  God,  and  I  say  it  from  my  heart,  that  even  for  his 
enormous  offences  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  any  thing  like  such 
punishments.  God  forbid  that  we  should  not  as  much  detest  out 
of  the  way,  mad,  furious,  and  unequal  punishments,  as  we  detest 
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enormous  and  abominable  crimes ;  because  a  severe  and  cruel 
penalty  for  a  crime  of  a  light  nature  is  as  bad  and  iniquitous  as  the 
crime  which  it  pretends  to  punish.  As  the  instances  I  allude  to 
are  curious,  and  as  they  go  to  the  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
defence,  I  shall  beg  to  quote  them. 

The  first  is  upon  a  governor,  who  did  what  Mr.  Hastings  says  he 
has  a  power  delegated  to  him  to  do  ;  he  levied  a  tax  without  the 
consent  of  his  master.  "  Some  years  after  my  departure  from  Com" 
(says  Tavernier),  "the  governor  had,  of  his  own  accord,  and  without 
any  communication  with  the  king,  laid  a  small  impost  upon  every 
pannier  of  fruit  brought  into  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
some  necessary  reparations  in  the  walls  and  bridges  of  the  town. 
It  was  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1632,  that  the  event  I  am 
going  to  relate  happened.  The  king,  being  informed  of  the  impost 
which  the  governor  had  laid  upon  the  fruit,  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  in  chains  to  court.  The  king  ordered  him  to  be  exposed 
to  the  people  at  one  of  the  gates  of  the  palace  :  then  he  commanded 
the  son  to  pluck  off  the  mustachios  of  his  father,  to  cut  off  his  nose 
and  ears,  to  put  out  his  eyes,  and  then  cut  off  his  head.  The  king 
then  told  the  son  to  go  and  take  possession  of  the  government  of 
his  father,  saying.  See,  that  you  govern  letter  than  this  deceased  dog, 
or  thy  doom  shall  he  a  death  more  exquisitely  tormenting. '''' 

My  lords,  you  are  struck  with  horror,  I  am  sti^uck  with  horror, 
at  this  punishment.  I  do  not  relate  it  to  approve  of  such  a  bar- 
barous act ;  but  to  prove  to  your  lordships,  that  whatever  power 
the  princes  of  that  country  have,  they  are  jealous  of  it  to  such  a 
degree,  that  if  any  of  their  governors  should  levy  a  tax,  even  the 
most  insignificant,  and  for  the  best  purposes,  he  meets  with  a  cruel 
punishment.  I  do  not  justify  the  punishment ;  but  the  severity  of 
it  shows  how  little  of  their  power  the  princes  of  that  country  mean 
to  delegate  to  their  servants,  the  whole  of  which  the  gentleman  at 
your  bar  says  was  delegated  to  him. 

There  is  another  case,  a  very  strong  one,  and  that  is  the  case  of 
presents,  which  I  understand  is  a  custom  admitted  throughout 
Asia  in  all  their  governments.  It  was  of  a  person  who  was  raised  to 
a  high  office  ;  no  business  was  suffered  to  come  before  him  without 
a  previous  present.  "  One  morning,  the  king  being  at  this  time  on 
a  hunting  party,  the  nazar  came  to  the  tent  of  the  king,  but  was 
denied  entrance  by  the  meter,  or  master  of  the  wardrobe.  About 
the  same  time  the  king  came  forth,  and  seeing  the  nazar,  com- 
manded his  officers  to  take  off  the  bonnet  from  the  head  of  that 
dog,  that  took  gifts  from  his  people  ;  and  that  he  should  sit  three 
days  bareheaded  in  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  as  many  nights  in  the 
air.      Afterwards    he  caused  him  to  be  chained  about  the  neck 
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and  arms,  and  condemned  him  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  with  a 
mamoudy  a  day  for  his  maintenance  ;  but  he  died  for  grief  within 
eight  days  after  he  was  put  in  prison." 

Do  I  mean,  by  reading  this  to  your  lordships,  to  express  or 
intimate  an  approbation,  either  of  the  cruelty  of  the  punishment,  or 
of  the  coarse  barbarism  of  the  language?  Neither  one  nor  the 
other.  I  produce  it  to  your  lordships  to  prove  to  you,  from  this 
dreadful  example,  the  horror  which  that  government  felt,  when  any 
person  subject  to  it '  assumed  to  himself  a  privilege  to  receive  pre- 
sents. The  cruelty  and  severity  exercised  by  these  princes  is  not 
levelled  at  the  poor,  unfortunate  people  who  complain  at  their 
gates,  but  to  use  their  own  barbarous  expression,  to  dogs  that  impose 
taxes  and  take  presents.  Grod  forbid  I  should  use  that  language. 
The  people,  when  they  complain,  are  not  called  dogs  and  sent  away, 
but  the  governors,  who  do  these  things  against  the  people ;  they 
are  called  dogs,  and  treated  in  that  cruel  manner.  I  quote  them, 
to  show  that  no  governors  in  the  East,  upon  any  principle  of  their 
constitution,  or  any  good  practice  of  their  government;  can  lay 
arbitrary  imposts  or  receive  presents.  When  they  escape,  it  is 
probably  by  bribery,  by  corruption,  by  creating  factions  for  them- 
selves in  the  seraglio,  in  the  country,  in  the  army,  in  the  divan. 
But  how  they  escape  such  punishments,  is  not  my  business  to 
inquire ;  it  is  enough  for  me  that  the  constitution  disavows  them, 
that  the  princes  of  the  country  disavow  them ;  that  they  revile  them 
with  the  most  horrible  expressions,  and  inflict  dreadful  punishments 
on  them  when  they  are  called  to  answer  for  these  oflFences. 

Thus  much  concerning  the  Mahommedan  laws  of  Asia.  That 
the  people  of  Asia  have  no  laws,  rights,  or  liberty,  is  a  doctrine  that 
wickedly  is  to  be  disseminated  through  this  country.  But  I  again 
assert,  every  Mahommedan  government  is,  by  its  principles,  a 
government  of  law. 

I  shall  now  state,  from  what  is  known  of  the  government  of 
India,  that  it  does  not,  and  cannot  delegate  (as  Mr.  Hastings  has 
frequently  declared)  the  whole  of  its  powers  and  authority  to  him. 
If  they  are  absolute,  as  they  must  be  in  the  supreme  power,  they 
ought  to  be  arbitrary  in  none  ;  they  were,  however,  never  absolute 
in  any  of  their  subordinate  parts,  and  I  will  prove  it  by  the  known 
provincial  constitutions  of  Hindostan,  which  are  all  Mahommedan, 
the  laws  of  which  are  as  clear,  as  expUcit,  and  as  learned  as  ours. 

The  first  foundation  of  their  law  is  the  Khoran.  The  next  part 
is  the  Felfa,  or  adjudged  cases  by  proper  authority,  well  known 
there.  The  next,  the  Ts-ritten  interpretations  of  the  principles  of 
jurisprudence ;  and  their  books  are  as  numerous  upon  the  principles 
of  jurisprudence,  as  in  any  country  in  Europe.     The  next  part  of 
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their  law  is  what  they  call  the  Kanon,  that  is,  a  positive  rule 
equivalent  to  acts  of  parhament,  the  law  of  the  several  powers  of 
the  country,  taken  from  the  Greek  word  KANQN,  which  was 
brought  into  their  country,  and  is  well  known.  The  next  is  the 
Rage  ul  Mullc,  or  common  law  and  custom  of  the  kingdom,  equiva- 
lent to  our  common  law.  Therefore  they  have  laws  from  more 
sources  than  we  have,  exactly  in  the  same  order,  grounded  upon  the 
same  authority,  fundamentally  fixed  to  be  administered  to  the  people 
upon  these  principles. 

The  next  thing  is  to  show,  that  in  India  there  is  a  partition  of 
the  powers  of  the  government,  which  proves,  that  there  is  no 
absolute  power  delegated. 

In  every  province  the  first  person  is  the  subahdar  or  nazim,  or 
viceroy  ;  he  has  the  power  of  the  sword  and  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice  only.  Then  there  is  the  dewan,  or  high  steward ; 
he  has  the  revenue  and  aU  exchequer  causes  under  him,  to  be 
governed  according  to  the  law,  and  custom,  and  institutions  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  law  of  inheritances,  successions,  and  every  thing  that  relates 
to  them,  is  under  the  cadi,  in  whose  court  these  matters  are  tried. 
But  this  too  was  subdivided.  The  cadi  could  not  judge,  but  by  the 
advice  of  his  assessors.  Properly  in  the  Mahommedan  law  there  is 
no  appeal,  only  a  removal  of  the  cause ;  but  when  there  is  no 
judgment,  as  none  can  be,  when  the  court  is  not  unanimous,  it  goes 
to  the  general  assembly  of  all  the  men  of  the  law. 

There  are,  I  will  venture  to  say,  other  divisions  and  subdivisions  ; 
for  there  are  the  kanongoes,  who  hold  their  places  for  life,  to  be 
the  conservators  of  the  canons,  customs,  and  good  usages  of  the 
country  ;  all  these,  as  well  as  the  cadi  and  the  mufti,  hold  their  places 
and  situations,  not  during  the  wanton  pleasure  of  the  prince,  but  on 
permanent  and  fixed  terms  for  life.  All  these  powers  of  magistracy, 
revenue,  and  law,  are  all  different,  consequently  not  delegated  in  the 
whole  to  any  one  person.  This  is  the  provincial  constitution,  and 
these  the  laws  of  Bengal,  which  proves,  if  there  were  no  other  proof, 
by  the  division  of  the  functions  and  authorities,  that  the  supreme 
power  of  the  state  in  the  Mogul  empire  did,  by  no  means,  delegate 
to  any  of  its  officers  the  supreme  power  in  its  fulness.  Whether  or 
no  we  have  delegated  to  Mr.  Hastings  the  supreme  power  of  king 
and  parliament,  that  he  should  act  with  the  plenitude  of  authority 
of  the  British  legislature,  you  are  to  judge. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  no  refuge  here.  Let  him  run  from  law  to  law ; 
let  him  fly  from  the  common  law,  and  the  sacred  institutions  of  the 
country  in  which  he  was  born ;  let  him  fly  from  acts  of  parliament, 
from  which  his  power  originated ;  let  him  plead  his  ignorance  of 
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them,  or  fly  in  the  face  of  them.  Will  he  fly  to  the  Mahommedan 
law?— That  condemns  him.  Will  he  fly  to  the  high  magistracy 
of  Asia  to  defend  taking  of  presents  ?  Pad  Sha  and  the  sultan 
would  condemn  him  to  a  cruel  death.  Will  he  fly  to  the  Sophis,  to 
the  laws  of  Persia,  or  to  the  practice  of  those  monarchs  2  I  cannot 
utter  the  pains,  the  tortures  that  would  he  inflicted  on  him,  if  he 
were  to  govern  there  as  he  has  done  in  a  British  province  !  Let 
him  fly  where  he  will,  from  law  to  law ;  law  (I  thank  God)  meets 
him  every  where,  and  enforced  too  by  the  practice  of  the  most  im- 
pious tyrants,  which  he  quotes  as  if  it  would  justify  his  conduct. 
I  would  as  willingly  have  him  tried  by  the  law  of  the  Khoran,  or 
the  Institutes  of  Tamerlane,  as  on  the  common  law,  or  statute  law 
of  this  kingdom. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  Gentoo  laws  justify  arbitrary 
power :  and  if  he  finds  any  sanctuary  there,  let  him  take  it,  with 
the  cow  in  the  pagoda.  The  Gentoos  have  a  law  which  positively 
proscribes  in  magistrates  any  idea  of  will ;  a  law,  with  which,  or 
rather  with  extracts  of  it,  that  gentleman  himself  has  furnished  us. 
These  people  in  many  points  are  governed  by  their  own  ancient 
written  law,  called  the  SJuister.  Its  interpreters  and  judges  are  the 
pundits.  This  law  is  comprehensive,  extending  to  all  the  concerns 
of  life,  affording  principles  and  maxims,  and  legal  theories,  applica- 
ble to  all  cases,  drawn  from  the  sources  of  natural  equity,  modified 
by  their  institutions,  fuU  of  refinement  and  subtlety  of  distinction, 
equal  to  that  of  any  other  law,  and  has  the  grand  test  of  all  law, 
that,  wherever  it  has  prevailed,  the  country  has  been  populous, 
flourishing,  and  happy. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  follow  him  where  you  will ;  let  him  have 
eastern  or  western  law,  you  find  every  where  arbitrary  power  and 
peculation  of  governors  proscribed  and  horribly  punished :  more  so 
than  I  should  ever  wish  to  punish  any,  the  most  guilty,  human 
creature.  And  if  this  be  the  case,  as  I  hope  and  trust  it  has  been 
proved  to  your  lordships,  that  there  is  law  in  these  countries,  that 
there  is  no  delegation  of  power,  which  exempts  a  governor  from  the 
law,  then  I  say  at  any  rate  a  British  governor  is  to  answer  for  his 
conduct,  and  cannot  be  justified  by  wicked  examples  and  profligate 
practices. 

But  another  thing,  which  he  says,  is,  that  he  was  left  to  himself, 
to  govern  himself  by  his  own  practice  ;  that  is  to  say,  when  he  had 
taken  one  bribe,  he  might  take  another ;  when  he  had  robbed  one 
man  of  his  property,  he  might  rob  another ;  when  he  had  imprisoned 
one  man  arbitrarily,  and  extorted  money  from  him,  he  might  do  so 
by  another.  He  resorts  at  first  to  the  practice  of  barbarians  and 
usurpers ;  at  last  he  comes  to  his  own.     Now,  if  your  lordships  will 
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try  him  by  such  maxims  and  principles,  he  is  certainly  clear ;  for 
there  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  that  there  is  nothing  he  has  practised 
once,  which  he  has  not  practised  again  ;  and  then  the  repetition  of 
crimes  becomes  the  means  of  his  indemnity. 

The  next  pleas  he  urges  are  not  so  much  in  bar  of  the  impeach- 
ment, as  an  extenuation.  The  first  are  to  be  laid  by  as  claims  to 
be  made  on  motion  for  arrest  of  judgment,  the  others  as  an  extenua- 
tion or  mitigation  of  his  fine.  He  says,  and  with  a  kind  of  triumph, 
the  ministry  of  this  country  have  great  legal  assistance ;  commer- 
cial lights  of  the  greatest  commercial  city  in  the  world ;  the  greatest 
generals  and  officers  to  guide  and  direct  them  in  military  afiairs  : 
whereas  I,  poor  man,  was  sent  almost  a  school-boy  from  England, 
or  at  least  little  better ;  sent  to  find  my  way  in  that  new  world  as 
well  as  I  could.  I  had  no  men  of  the  law,  no  legal  assistance  to 
supply  my  deficiencies.  At  SpMngem  hahehas  domi.  Had  he  not 
the  chief  justice,  the  tamed  and  domesticated  chief  justice,  who 
waited  on  him  like  a  familiar  spirit,  whom  he  takes  from  province 
to  province,  his  amanuensis  at  home,  his  postilion,  and  riding  express 
abroad  ? 

Such  a  declaration  would  in  some  measure  suit  persons  who  had 
acted  much  otherwise  than  Mr.  Hastings.  When  a  man  pleads 
ignorance  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  it  ought  to  be  a  humble, 
modest,  unpresuming  ignorance ;  an  ignorance  which  may  have 
made  him  lax  and  timid  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty  ;  but  an  assum- 
ing, rash,  presumptuous,  confident,  daring,  desperate,  and  disobe- 
dient ignorance  heightens  every  crime  that  it  accompanies.  Mr. 
Hastings,  if  through  ignorance  he  left  some  of  the  company's  orders 
unexecuted,  because  he  did  not  understand  them,  might  well  say  / 
was  an  ignorant  man,  and  these  things  were  above  my  capacity.  But 
when  he  understands  them,  and  when  he  declares  he  will  not  obey 
them  positively  and  dogmatically ;  when  he  says,  as  he  has  said, 
and  we  shall  prove  it,  that  he  never  succeeds  hetter  than  when  he  acts 
in  an  utter  defiance  of  those  orders,  and  sets  at  nought  the  laws  of  his 
country ;  I  believe  this  will  not  be  thought  the  language  of  an 
ignorant  man.  But  I  beg  your  lordships'  pardon ;  it  is  the  lan- 
guage of  an  ignorant  man  ;  for  no  man  who  was  not  full  of  a  bold, 
determined,  profligate  ignorance,  could  ever  think  of  such  a  sys- 
tem of  defence.  He  quitted  Westminster  school  almost  a  boy. 
We  have  reason  to  regret  that  he  did  not  finish  his  education  in 
that  noble  seminary,  which  has  given  so  many  luminaries  to  the 
church,  and  ornaments  to  the  state.  Greatly  is  it  to  be  lamented 
that  he  did  not  go  to  those  universities,  [where  arbitrary  power 
will  I  hope  never  be  heard  of;  but  the  true  principles  of  rehgion 
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of  liberty,  and  law,  will  ever  be  inculcated,]  instead  of  studying  in 
the  school  of  Oossim  Ally  Cawn. 

If  he  had  lived  with  us,  he  would  have  quoted  the  examples  of 
Cicero  in  his  government;  he  would  have  quoted  several  of  the 
sacred  and  holy  prophets,  and  made  them  his  example.  His  want 
of  learning,  profane  as  well  as  sacred,  reduces  him  to  the  necessity 
of  appealing  to  every  name  and  authority  df  barbarism,  tyranny, 
and  usurpation,  that  are  to  be  found  ;  and  from  these  he  says,  from 
the  practice  of  one  part  of  Asia,  or  other,  I  have  taken  my  rule.  But 
your  lordships  will  show  him  that  in  Asia,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  the 
same  law  of  nations  prevails ;  the  same  principles  are  continually 
resorted  to ;  and  the  same  maxims  sacredly  held  and  strenuously 
maintained ;  and,  however  disobeyed,  no  man  suifers  from  the 
breach  of  them,  who  does  not  know  how  and  where  to  complain  of 
that  breach ;  that  Asia  is  enlightened  in  that  respect  as  well  as 
Europe ;  but  if  it  were  totally  blinded,  that  England  would  send 
out  governors  to  teach  them  better  ;  and  that  he  must  justify  him- 
self to  the  piety,  the  truth,  the  faith  of  England ;  and  not  by 
having  recourse  to  the  crimes  and  criminals  of  other  countries,  to 
the  barbarous  tyranny  of  Asia,  or  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

I  will  go  further  with  Mr.  Hastings,  and  admit,  that  if  there  be 
a  boy  in  the  fourth  form  of  Westminster  school,  or  any  school  in 
England,  who  does  not  know,  when  these  articles  are  read  to  him, 
that  he  has  been  guilty  of  gross  and  enormous  crimes,  he  may  have 
the  shelter  of  his  present  plea,  as  far  as  it  will  serve  him.  There 
are  none  of  us,  thank  God,  so  uninstmcted,  who  have  learned  our 
catechisms,  or  the  first  elements  of  Christianity,  who  does  not 
know,  that  such  conduct  is  not  to  be  justified,  and  least  of  all  by 
examples. 

There  is  another  topic  he  takes  up  more  seriously,  and  as  a 
general  rebutter  to  the  charge  ; — says  he,  "  After  a  great  many  of 
these  practices,  with  which  I  am  charged,  parliament  appointed  me 
to  my  trust,  and  consequently  has  acquitted  me."  Has  it,  my 
lords  ?  I  am  bold  to  say  that  the  commons  are  wholly  guiltless  of 
this  charge.  I  will  admit,  if  parliament,  on  a  full  state  of  his 
offences  before  them,  and  full  examination  of  those  offences,  had 
appointed  him  to  the  government,  that  then  the  people  of  India 
and  England  would  have  just  reason  to  exclaim  against  so  flagitious 
a  proceeding.  A  sense  of  propriety  and  decorum  might  have 
restrained  us  from  prosecuting.  They  might  have  been  restrained 
by  some  sort  of  decorum  from  pursuing  him  criminally.  But  the 
commons  stand  before  your  lordships  without  shame.  First,  in 
their  name  we  solenmly  assure  your  lordships  that  we  had  not  in 
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our  parliamentary  capacity  (and  most  of  us,  myself  I  can  say  surely, 
heard  very  little,  and  that  in  confused  rumours)  the  slightest  know- 
ledge of  any  one  of  the  acts  charged  upon  this  criminal  at  either  of 
the  times  of  his  being  appointed  to  office  ;  and  that  we  were  not 
guilty  of  the  nefarious  act  of  collusion  and  flagitious  breach  of 
trust,  with  which  he  presumes  obliquely  to  charge  us ;  but  from 
the  moment  we  knew  them,  we  never  ceased  to  condemn  them  by 
reports,  by  votes,  by  resolutions;  and  that  we  admonished,  and 
declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  court  of  directors  to  take  mea- 
sures for  his  recall ;  and  when  frustrated  in  the  way  known  to  that 
court,  we  then  proceeded  to  an  inquiry.  Your  lordships  know 
whether  you  were  better  informed.  We  are,  therefore,  neither 
guilty  of  the  precedent  crime  of  colluding  with  the  criminal,  nor  the 
subsequent  indecorum  of  prosecuting  what  we  had  virtually  and 
practically  approved. 

Secondly  ;  several  of  his  worst  crimes  have  been  committed  since 
the  last  parliamentary  renewal  of  his  trust,  as  appears  by  the  dates 
in  the  charge. 

But  I  believe,  my  lords,  the  judges — judges  to  others,  grave  and 
weighty  counsellors,  and  assistants  to  your  lordships — will  not,  on 
reference,  assert  to  your  lordships,  which  G-od  forbid,  and  we 
cannot  conceive,  or  hardly  state  in  argument,  if  but  for  argument, 
that  if  one  of  the  judges  had  received  bribes  before  his  appoint- 
ment to  a  higher  judiciary  office,  he  would  not  still  be  open  to 
prosecution. 

So  far  from  admitting  it  as  a  plea  in  bar,  we  charge,  and  we 
hope  your  lordships  will  find  it  an  extreme  aggravation  of  his 
offences,  that  no  favours  heaped  upon  him  could  make  him 
grateful,  no  renewed  and  repeated  trusts  could  make  him  faithful 
and  honest. 

We  have  now  gone  through  most  of  the  general  topics. 

But  he  is  not  responsible,  as  being  thanked  by  the  court  of 
directors.  He  has  had  the  thanks  and  approbation  of  the  India 
Company  for  his  services.  We  know  too  well  here,  I  trust  the 
world  knows,  and  you  will  always  assert  that  a  pardon  from  the 
crown  is  not  pleadable  here,  that  it  cannot  bar  the  impeachment  of 
the  commons ;  much  less  a  pardon  of  the  East  India  Company, 
though  it  may  involve  them  in  guilt  which  might  induce  us  to  punish 
them  for  such  a  pardon.  If  any  corporation  by  collusion  with 
criminals  refuse  to  do  their  duty  in  coercing  them,  the  magistrates 
are  answerable. 

It  is  the  use,  virtue,  and  efficacy  of  parliamentary  judicial 
procedure,  that  it  puts  an  end  to  this  dominion  of  faction,  intrigue, 
cabal,  and  clandestine  intelligences.     The  acts  of  men  are  put  to 
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their  proper  test,  and  the  works  of  darkness  tried  in  the  face  of  day 
■ — not  the  corrupted  opinions  of  others  on  them,  but  their  own 
intrinsic  merits.  We  charge  it  as  his  crime,  that  he  bribed  the 
court  of  directors  to  thank  him  for  what  they  had  condemned  as 
breaches  of  his  duty. 

The  East  India  Company,  it  is  true,  have  thanked  him.  They 
ought  not  to  have  done  it ;  and  it  is  a  reflection  upon  their  cha^ 
racter  that  they  did  it.  But  the  directors  praise  him  in  the  gross, 
after  having  condemned  each  act  in  detail.  His  actions  are  all, 
every  one,  censured  one  by  one  as  they  arise.  I  do  not  recollect 
any  one  transaction,  few  there  are,  I  am  sure  in  the  whole  body  of 
that  succession  of  crimes  now  brought  before  you  for  your  judg- 
ment, in  which  the  India  Company  have  not  censured  him.  Nay, 
in  one  instance  he  pleads  their  censure  in  bar  of  his  trial ' ;  for  he 
says,  "  In  that  censure  I  have  already  received  my  punishment." 
If,  for  any  other  reasons,  they  come  and  say,  "  We  thank  you,  sir, 
for  all  your  services :"  to  that  I  answer,  yes ;  and  /  would  thank 
him  for  his  services  too,  if  I  knew  them.  But  /  do  not ; — ^perhaps 
they  do.  Let  them  thank  him  for  those  services.  I  am  ordered  to 
prosecute  him  for  these  crimes.  Here  therefore  we  are  on  a 
balance  with  the  India  Company ;  and  your  lordships  may  perhaps 
think  it  some  addition  to  his  crimes,  that  he  has  found  means  to 
obtain  the  thanks  of  the  India  Company  for  the  whole  of  his  conduct, 
at  the  same  time  that  their  records  are  fuU  of  constant,  uniform, 
particular  censure,  and  reprobation  for  every  one  of  those  acts,  for 
which  he  now  stands  accused. 

He  says,  there  is  the  testimony  of  Indian  princes  in  his  favour. 
But  do  we  not  know  how  seals  are  obtained  in  that  country  ?  do 
we  not  know  how  those  princes  are  imposed  upon?  do  we  not 
know  the  subjection  and  thraldom  in  which  they  are  held,  and  that 
they  are  obliged  to  return  thanks  for  the  sufferings  which  they 
have  felt  ?  I  beheve  your  lordships  will  think  that  there  is  not, 
with  regard  to  some  of  these  princes,  a  more  dreadful  thing  that 
can  be  said  of  them,  than  that  he  has  obtained  their  thanks. 

I  understand  he  has  obtained  the  thanks  of  the  miserable 
princesses  of  Oude,  whom  he  has  cruelly  imprisoned,  whose  trea- 
sure he  has  seized,  and  whose  eunuchs  he  has  tortured '. 

They  thank  him  for  going  away.  They  thank  him  for  leaving 
them  the  smallest  trifle  of  their  subsistence  ;  and  I  venture  to  saj', 
if  he  wanted  a  hundred  more  panegyrics,  provided  he  never  came 
again   among   them,    he   might   have   them.      I    understand    that 

'  See  Mr.  Hastings's  answer  to  the  first  charge. 

'  A  Latin  sentence,  which  was  quoted  here,  is  omitted  m  the  MS.  of  the  short-hand 
writer. — Ed. 


SPEECH,   FOURTH    DAY.  379 

Mahdajee  Sclndia  has  made  his  panegyric  too.  Mahdajee  Seindia 
has  not  made  his  paneg)Tic  for  nothing  ;  for,  if  jKJur  lordships  will 
suffer  him  to  enter  into  such  a  justification,  we  shall  prove  that  he 
has  sacrificed  the  dignity  of  this  country  and  the  interests  of  all  its 
allies  to  that  prince.  We  appear  here  neither  with  panegyric,  nor 
with  satire  ;  it  is  for  substantial  crimes  we  bring  him  before  you, 
and  amongst  others  for  cruelly  using  persons  of  the  highest  rank 
and  consideration  in  India ;  and,  when  we  prove  he  has  cruelly 
injured  them,  you  will  think  the  panegyrics  either  gross  forgeries, 
or  most  miserable  aggravations  of  his  offences,  since  they  show  the 
abject  and  dreadful  state  into  which  he  has  driven  those  people. 
For,  let  it  be  proved  that  I  have  cruelly  robbed  and  maltreated  any 
persons,  if  I  produce  a  certificate  from  them  of  my  good  behaviour, 
would  it  not  be  a  corroborative  proof  of  the  terror  into  which  those 
persons  are  thrown  by  my  misconduct  ? 

My  lords,  these  are,  I  believe,  the  general  grounds  of  our  charge 
— I  have  now  closed  completely,  and  I  hope  to  your  lordships'  satis- 
faction, the  whole  body  of  history,  of  which  I  wished  to  put  your 
lordships  in  possession.  I  do  not  mean  that  many  of  your  lordships 
may  not  have  known  it  more  perfectly  by  your  own  previous 
inquiries ;  but  bringing  to  your  remembrance  the  state  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  persons  with  whom  he  acted,  the  persons  and 
power  he  has  abused, — I  have  gone  to  the  principles  he  maintains, 
the  precedents  he  quotes,  the  laws  and  authorities  which  he  refuses 
to  abide  by,  and  those  on  which  he  relies  ;  and  at  last  I  have 
refuted  all  those  pleas  in  bar,  on  which  he  depends,  and  for  the 
effect  of  which  he  presumes  on  the  indulgence  and  patience  of  this 
country,  or  on  the  corruption  of  some  persons  in  it.  And  here  I 
close  what  I  had  to  say  upon  this  subject ;  wishing  and  hoping  that, 
when  I  open  before  your  lordships  the. case  more  particularly,  so  as 
to  state  rather  a  plan  of  the  proceeding,  than  the  direct  proof  of 
the  crimes,  your  lordships  will  hear  me  with  the  same  goodness  and 
indulgence  I  have  hitherto  experienced  ;  that  you  will  consider,  if  I 
have  detained  you  long,  it  was  not  with  a  view  of  exhausting  my 
own  strength,  or  putting  your  patience  to  too  severe  a  trial ;  but 
from  the  sense  I  feel  that  it  is  the  most  difiBcult  and  the  most  com- 
plicated cause  that  was  ever  brought  before  any  human  tribunal. 
Therefore  I  was  resolved  to  bring  the  whole  substantially  before 
you.  And  now,  if  your  lordships  will  permit  me,  I  will  state  the 
method  of  my  future  proceeding,  and  the  future  proceeding  of  the 
gentlemen  assisting  me. 

I  mean  first  to  bring  before  you  the  crimes  as  they  are  classed, 
and  are  of  the  same  species  and  genus ;  and  how  they  mutually 
arose  from  one  another.     I  shall  first  show,  that  Mr.  Hastings's 
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crimes  had  root  in  that  which  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  I  mean  avarice ; 
that  avarice  and  rapacity  were  the  groundwork  and  foundation  of 
all  his  other  vicious  system ;  that  he  showed  it  in  setting  to  sale 
the  native  government  of  the  country ;  in  setting  to  sale  the  whole 
landed  interest  of  the  country ;  in  setting  to  sale  the  British 
government  and  his  own  fellow-servants  to  the  basest  and  wickedest 
of  mankind.  I  shall  then  show  your  lordships,  that  when,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  a  body  of  corruption  and  peculation,  he  justly 
dreaded  the  indignation  of  his  country,  and  the  vengeance  of  its 
laws,  in  order  to  raise  himself  a  faction  embodied  by  the  same  guilt, 
and  rewarded  in  the  same  manner,  he  has,  with  a  most  abandoned 
profusion,  thrown  away  the  revenues  of  the  country  to  form  such  a 
faction  here. 

I  shall  next  show  your  lordships,  that  having  exhausted  the 
resources  of  the  company,  and  brought  it  to  extreme  difficulties 
within,  he  has  looked  to  his  external  resources,  as  he  calls  them.  He 
has  gone  up  into  the  country.  I  will  show  that  he  has  plundered, 
or  attempted  to  plunder,  every  person  dependent  upon,  connected, 
or  allied  with  this  country. 

We  shall  afterwards  show  what  infinite  mischief  has  followed  in 
the  case  of  Benares,  upon  which  he  first  laid  his  hands  ;  next,  in 
the  case  of  the  begums  of  Oude. 

We  shall  then  lay  before  you  the  profligate  system  by  which  he 
endeavoured  to  oppress  tLat  country,  first  by  residents,  next  by  spies 
under  the  name  of  British  agents ;  and  lastly,  that,  pursuing  his 
way  up  to  the  mountains,  he  has  found  out  one  miserable  chief, 
whose  crimes  were  the  prosperity  of  his  country;  that  him  he 
endeavoured  to  torture  and  destroy ;  I  do  not  mean  in  his  body, 
but  by  exhausting  the  treasures  which  he  kept  for  the  benefit  of  his 
people. 

In  short,  having  shown  your  lordships,  that  no  man,  who  is  in 
his  power,  is  safe  from  his  arbitrary  will ;  that  no  man,  within  or 
without,  friend,  ally,  rival,  has  been  safe  from  him ;  having  brought 
it  to  this  point — if  I  am  not  able  in  my  own  person  immediately  to 
go  up  into  the  country,  and  show  the  ramifications  of  the  system, 
(I  hope  and  trust  I  shall  be  spared  to  take  my  part  in  pursuing  him 
through  both,  if  I  am  not,)  I  shall  go  at  least  to  the  root  of  it ;  and 
some  other  gentleman,  with  a  thousand  times  more  ability  than  I 
possess,  will  take  up  each  separate  part  in  its  proper  order.  And  I 
beUeve  it  is  proposed  by  the  managers,  that  one  of  them  shall,  as 
soon  as  possible,  begin  with  the  affair  of  Benares. 

The  point  I  now  mean  first  to  bring  before  your  lordships  is  the 
corruption  of  Mr.  Hastings,  his  system  of  peculation  and  bribery ; 
and  to  show  your  lordships  the  horrible  consequences  which  resulted 
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from  it :  for  at  first  sight,  bribery  and  peculation  do  not  seem  to  be 
so  horrid  a  matter ;  they  may  seem  to  be  only  the  transferring  a 
little  money  out  of  one  pocket  into  another ;  but  I  shall  show,  that 
by  such  a  system  of  bribery  the  country  is  undone. 

I  shall  inform  your  lordships  in  the  best  manner  I  can,  and  after- 
wards submit  the  whole,  as  I  do  with  a  cheerful  heart  and  with  an 
easy  and  assured  security,  to  that  justice  which  is  the  security  for 
all  the  other  justice  in  the  kingdom. 


TRIAL 

OP 

WARREN   HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

FIFTH  DAY,  17th  FEBRUARY,  1788. 


(me.  BUB.KE.) 

My  Loeds, 
The  gentlemen  who  are  appointed  by  the  commons  to  manage  this 
prosecution,  have  directed  me  to  inform  your  lordships,  that  they 
have  very  carefully  and  attentively  weighed  the  magnitude  of  the 
subject  which  they  bring  before  you,  vdth  the  time  which  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  affairs  allow  for  their  conducting  it. 

My  lords,  on  that  comparison  they  are  very  apprehensive,  that  if 
I  should  go  very  largely  into  a  preliminary  explanation  of  the 
several  matters  in  charge,  it  might  be  to  the  prejudice  of  an  early 
trial  of  the  substantial  merits  of  each  article.  We  have  weighed 
and  considered  this  maturely.  We  have  compared  exactly  the  time 
with  the  matter,  and  we  have  found,  that  we  are  obliged  to  do  as 
all  men  must  do,  who  would  manage  their  affairs  practicably,  to 
make  our  opinion  of  what  might  be  most  advantageous  to  the 
business,  conform  to  the  time  that  is  left  to  perform  it  in.  We 
must,  as  all  men  must,  submit  alEiirs  to  time,  and  not  think  of 
making  time  conform  to  our  wishes;  and  therefore,  my  lords,  I  very 
willingly  fall  in  with  the  inclinations  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom 
I  have  the  honour  to  act,  to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  close 
fighting,  and  to  grapple  immediately  and  directly  with  the  corrup- 
tions of  India  ;  to  bring  before  your  lordships  the  direct  articles  ; 
to  apply  the  evidence  to  the  articles,  and  to  bring  the  matter  forward 
for  your  lordships'  decision  in  that  manner,  which  the  confidence  we 
have  in  the  justice  of  our  cause  demands  from  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain. 

My  lords,  these  are  the  opinions  of  those  with  whom  I  have  the 
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honour  to  act,  and  in  their  opinions  I  readily  acquiesce.  For  I  am 
far  from  wishing  to  waste  any  of  your  lordships'  time  upon  any 
matter  merely  through  any  opinion  I  have  of  the  nature  of  the 
business,  when  at  the  same  time  I  find,  that  in  the  opinion  of  others 
it  might  militate  against  the  production  of  its  full,  proper,  and  (if  I 
may  so  say)  its  immediate  effect. 

It  was  my  design  to  class  the  crimes  of  the  late  governor  of 
Bengal — to  show  their  mutual  bearings — how  they  were  mutually 
aided  and  grew  and  were  formed  out  of  each  other.  I  proposed 
first  of  all  to  show  your  lordships,  that  they  have  their  root  in  that 
which  is  the  origin  of  all  evil,  avarice  and  rapacity — to  show  how 
that  led  to  prodigality  of  the  public  money — and  how  prodigality  of 
the  public  money,  by  wasting  the  treasures  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, furnished  an  excuse  to  the  governor-general  to  break  its  faith, 
to  violate  all  its  most  solemn  engagements,  and  to  fall  with  a  hand 
of  stern,  ferocious,  and  unrelenting  rapacity  upon  all  the  allies  and 
dependencies  of  the  company.  But  I  shall  be  obliged  in  some 
measure  to  abridge  this  plan ;  and  as  your  lordships  already  possess, 
from  what  I  had  the  honour  to  state  on  Saturday,  a  general  view 
of  this  matter,  you  will  be  in  a  condition  to  pursue  it  when  the 
several  articles  are  presented. 

My  lords,  I  have  to  state  to-day  the  root  of  all  these  mis- 
demeanors— namely,  the  pecuniary  corruption  and  avarice,  which 
gave  rise  and  primary  motion  to  aU  the  rest  of  the  delinquencies 
charged  to  be  committed  by  the  governor-general. 

My  lords,  pecuniary  corruption  forms  not  only,  as  your  lordships 
will  observe  in  the  charges  before  you,  an  article  of  charge  by 
itself,  but  likewise  so  intermixes  with  the  whole,  that  it  is  necessary 
to  give,  in  the  best  manner  I  am  able,  a  history  of  that  corrupt 
system,  which  brought  on  all  the  subsequent  acts  of  corruption. 
I  will  venture  to  say  there  is  no  one  act,  in  which  tyranny,  malice, 
cruelty,  and  oppression  can  be  charged,  that  does  not  at  the  same 
time  carry  evident  marks  of  pecuniary  corruption. 

I  stated  to  your  lordships  on  Saturday  last  the  principles  upon 
which  Mr.  Hastings  governed  his  conduct  in  India,  and  upon 
which  he  grounds  his  defence.  These  may  all  be  reduced  to  one 
short  word,  arbitrary  power.  My  lords,  if  Mr.  Hastings  had 
contended,  as  other  men  have  often  done,  that  the  system  of 
government,  which  he  patronises,  and  on  which  he  acted,  was  a 
system  tending  on  the  whole  to  the  blessing  and  benefit  of  man- 
kind, possibly  something  might  be  said  for  him  for  setting  up 
so  wild,  absurd,  irrational,  and  wicked  a  system.  Something 
might  be  said  to  qualify  the  act  from  the  intention ;  but  it  is 
singular  in  this  man,  that,  at  the  time  he  tells  you  he  acted  on  the 
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principles  of  arbitrary  power,  he  takes  care  to  inform  you  that  he 
was  not  blind  to  the  consequences.  Mr.  Hastings  foresaw  that 
the  consequences  of  this  system  was  corruption.  An  arbitrary 
system  indeed  must  always  be  a  corrupt  one.  My  lords,  there 
never  was  a  man  who  thought  he  had  no  law  but  his  own  will, 
who  did  not  soon  find  that  he  had  no  end  but  his  own  profit. 
Corruption  and  arbitrary  power  are  of  natural  unequivocal  genera- 
tion, necessarily  producing  one  another.  Mr.  Hastings  foresees 
the  abusive  and  corrupt  consequences,  and  then  he  justifies  his 
conduct  upon  the  necessities  of  that  system.  These  are  things 
which  are  new  in  the  world  ;  for  there  never  was  a  man,  I  believe, 
who  contended  for  arbitrary  power  (and  there  have  been  persons 
wicked  and  foolish  enough  to  contend  for  it),  that  did  not  pretend, 
either  that  the  system  was  good  in  itself,  or  that  by  their  conduct 
they  had  mitigated  or  had  purified  it ;  and  that  the  poison,  by 
passing  through  their  constitution,  had  acquired  salutary  pro- 
perties. But  if  you  look  at  his  defence  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, you  will  see  that  that  very  system  upon  which  he  governed, 
and  under  which  he  now  justifies  his  actions,  did  appear  to  himself 
a  system  pregnant  with  a  thousand  evils  and  a  thousand  mis- 
chiefs. 

The  next  thing  that  is  remarkable  and  singular  in  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  governor-general  acted,  is,  that  when  he  is 
engaged  in  a  vicious  system,  which  clearly  leads  to  evil  conse- 
quences, he  thinks  himself  bound  to  reahze  all  the  evil  conse- 
quences involved  in  that  system.  All  other  men  have  taken  a 
directly  contrary  course  ;  they  have  said,  I  have  been  engaged  in 
an  evil  system,  that  led  indeed  to  mischievous  consequences,  but 
I  have  taken  care,  by  my  own  virtues,  to  prevent  the  evils  of  the 
system  under  which  I  acted. 

We  say  then,  not  only  that  he  governed  arbitrarily,  but  cor- 
ruptly ;  that  is  to  say,  that  he  was  a  giver  and  receiver  of  bribes, 
and  formed  a  system  for  the  purpose  of  giving  and  receiving  them. 
We  wish  yoiur  lordships  distinctly  to  consider  that  he  did  not  only 
give  and  receive  bribes  accidentally,  as  it  happened,  without  any 
system  and  design,  merely  as  the  opportunity  or  momentary  temp- 
tation of  profit  urged  him  to  it,  but  that  he  has  formed  plans  and 
systems  of  government  for  the  very  purpose  of  accumulating  bribes 
and  presents  to  himself.  This  system  of  ^Ir.  Hastings's  govern- 
ment is  such  a  one,  I  believe,  as  the  British  nation  in  particular 
will  disown ;  for  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  if  there  is  any  one  thing 
which  distinguishes  this  nation  eminently  above  another,  it  is  that 
in  its  ofiBces  at  home,  both  judicial  and  in  the  state,  there  is  less 
suspicion  of  pecuniary  corruption  attaching  to  them,  than  to  any 
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similar  offices  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  or  that  have  existed  at  any 
time ;  so  that  he  who  would  set  up  a  system  of  corruption,  and 
attempt  to  justify  it  upon  the  principle  of  utility,  that  man  is  stain- 
ing not  only  the  nature  and  character  of  office,  but  that  which  is 
the  pecuhar  glory  of  the  official  and  judicial  character  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and,  therefore,  in  this  House,  which  is  eminently  the  guardian 
of  the  purity  of  all  the  offices  of  this  kingdom,  he  ought  to  be 
called  eminently  and  peculiarly  to  account.  There  are  many  things, 
undoubtedly,  in  crimes,  which  make  them  frightful  and  odious ;  but 
bribery,  filthy  hands,  a  chief  governor  of  a  great  empire  receiving 
bribes  from  poor  miserable  indigent  people,  this  is  what  makes 
government  itself  base,  contemptible,  and  odious  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind. 

My  lords,  it  is  certain  that  even  tyranny  itself  may  find  some 
specious  colour,  and  appear  as  more  severe  and  rigid  execution 
of  justice.  Religious  persecution  may  shield  itself  under  the  guise 
of  a  mistaken  and  over-zealous  piety.  Conquest  may  cover  its 
baldness  with  its  own  laurels,  and  the  ambition  of  the  conqueror 
may  be  hid  in  the  secrets  of  his  own  heart  under  a  veil  of  bene- 
volence, and  make  him  imagine  he  is  bringing  temporary  desolation 
upon  a  country,  only  to  promote  its  ultimate  advantage  and  his 
own  glory.  But  in  the  principles  of  that  governor  who  makes 
nothing  but  money  his  object,  there  can  be  nothing  of  this.  There 
are  here  none  of  those  specious  delusions,  that  look  like  virtues,  to 
veil  either  the  governed  or  the  governor.  If  you  look  at  Mr. 
Hastings's  merits,  as  he  calls  them,  what  are  they  ?  did  he  improve 
the  internal  state  of  the  government  by  great  reforms  ?  No  such 
thing:  or  by  a  wise  and  incorrupt  administration  of  justice  ?  No. 
— Has  he  enlarged  the  boundary  of  our  government?  No;  there 
are  but  too  strong  proofs  of  his  lessening  it.  But  his  pretensions 
to  merit  are,  that  he  squeezed  more  money  out  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  than  other  persons  could  have  done ;  money  got  by 
oppression,  violence,  extortion  from  the  poor,  or  the  heavy  hand 
of  power  upon  the  rich  and  great. 

These  are  his  merits.  What  we  charge  as  his  demerits  are  all 
of  the  same  nature ;  for,  though  there  is  undoubtedly  oppression, 
breach  of  faith,  cruelty,  perfidy,  charged  upon  him,  yet  the  great 
ruUng  principle  of  the  whole,  and  that  from  which  you  can  never  have 
an  act  free,  is  money — it  is  the  vice  of  base  avarice,  which  never  is, 
nor  ever  appears  even  to  the  prejudices  of  mankind  to  be  any  thing 
like  a  virtue.  Our  desire  of  acquiring  sovereignty  in  India  un- 
doubtedly originated  first  in  ideas  of  safety  and  necessity  ;  its  next 
step  was  a  step  of  ambition.  That  ambition,  as  generally  happens 
in  conquest,  was  followed  by  gains  of  money ;  but  afterwards  there 

VOL.  VII.  c    c 


386  IMPEACHMENT   OF   WAEEEN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

was  no  mixture  at  all ;  it  was,  during  Mr.  Hastings's  time,  alto- 
gether a  business  of  money.  If  he  has  extirpated  a  nation,  I  will 
not  say  whether  properly  or  improperly,  it  is  because  (says  he)  you 
have  all  the  benefit  of  conquest  without  expense  ;  you  have  got  a 
large  sum  of  money  from  the  people,  and  you  may  leave  them  to  be 
governed  by  whom  and  as  they  will.  This  is  directly  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  conquerors.  If  he  has  at  any  time  taken  any  money 
from  the  dependencies  of  the  company,  he  does  not  pretend  that  it 
was  obtained  from  »their  zeal  and  affection  to  our  cause,  or  that  it 
made  their  submission  more  complete  ;  very  far  from  it.  He  says 
they  ought  to  be  independent,  and  that  all  you  have  to  do  is  to 
squeeze  money  from  them.  In  short,  money  is  the  beginning,  the 
middle,  and  the  end  of  every  kind  of  act  done  by  Mr.  Hastings ; 
pret«ndedly  for  the  company,  but  really  for  himself. 

Having  said  so  much  about  the  origin,  the  first  principle  both  of 
that,  which  he  makes  his  merit,  and  which  we  charge  as  his  demerit ; 
the  next  step  is,  that  I  should  lay  open  to  your  lordships,  as  clearly 
as  I  can,  what  the  sense  of  his  employers,  the  East  India  Company, 
and  what  the  sense  of  the  legislature  itself,  has  been  upon  those 
merits  and  demerits  of  money. 

My  lords,  the  company,  knowing  that  these  money  transactions 
were  likely  to  subvert  that  empire,  which  was  first  established  upon 
them,  did,  in  the  year  1765,  send  out  a  body  of  the  strongest  and 
most  solemn  covenants  to  their  servants,  that  they  should  take  no 
presents  from  the  country  powers,  under  any  name  or  description, 
except  those  things  which  were  pubUcly  and  openly  taken  for  the 
use  of  the  company,  namely  territories,  or  sums  of  money,  which 
might  be  obtained  by  treaty.  They  distinguished  such  presents  as 
were  taken  from  any  persons  privately,  and  unknown  to  them,  and 
without  their  authority,  from  subsidies ;  and  that  this  is  the  true 
nature  and  construction  of  their  order,  I  shall  contend  and  explain 
afterwards  to  your  lordships.  They  have  said  nothing  shall  be 
taken  for  their  private  use ;  for  though  in  that  and  in  every  state 
there  may  be  subsidiary  treaties,  by  which  sums  of  money  may  be 
received,  yet  they  forbid  their  servants,  their  governors,  whatever 
application  they  might  pretend  to  make  of  them,  to  receive,  under 
any  other  name  or  pretence,  more  than  a  certain  marked  simple 
sura  of  money,  and  this  not  without  the  consent  and  permission  of 
the  presidency  to  which  they  belong.  This  is  the  substance,  the 
principle,  and  the  spirit  of  the  covenants,  and  will  show  your  lord- 
ships how  radicated  an  evU  this  of  bribery  and  presents  was  judged 
to  be. 

When  these  covenants  arrived  in  India,  the  serv'ants  refused  at 
first  to  execute  them ;  and  suspended  the  execution  of  them,  tiU 
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they  had  enriched  themselves  with  presents.  Eleven  months  elapsed, 
and  it  was  not  till  Lord  Olive  reached  the  place  of  his  destination, 
that  the  covenants  were  executed ;  and  they  were  not  executed  then 
without  some  degree  of  force.  Soon  afterwards  the  treaty  was 
made  with  the  country  powers,  by  which  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  was  re- 
established in  the  province  of  Oude,  and  paid  a  sum  of  500,000?.  to 
the  company  for  it.  It  was  a  public  payment,  and  there  was  not 
a  suspicion  that  a  single  shilling  of  private  emolument  attended  it. 
But  whether  Mr.  Hastings  had  the  example  of  others  or  not,  their 
example  could  not  justify  his  briberies.  He  was  sent  there  to  put 
an  end  to  all  those  examples.  The  company  did  expressly  vest  him 
with  that  power.  They  declared  at  that  time,  that  the  whole  of 
their  service  was  totally  corrupted  by  bribes  and  presents,  and  by 
extravagance  and  luxury,  which  partly  gave  rise  to  them ;  and  these 
in  their  turn  enabled  them  to  pursue  those  excesses.  They  not 
only  reposed  trust  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Hastings,  but  reposed 
trust  in  his  remarkable  frugality  and  order  in  his  affairs,  which  they 
considered  as  things  that  distinguished  his  character.  But  in  his 
defence  we  have  him  quite  in  another  character,  no  longer  the  frugal 
attentive  servant  bred  to  business,  bred  to  book-keeping,  as  all  the 
company's  servants  are ;  he  now  knows  nothing  of  his  own  affairs, 
knows  not  whether  he  is  rich  or  poor,  knows  not  what  he  has  in 
the  world.  Nay,  people  are  brought  forward  to  say,  that  they  know 
better  than  he  does  what  his  affairs  are.  He  is  not  like  a  careful 
man  bred  in  a  counting-house,  and  by  the  directors  put  into  an 
office  of  the  highest  trust  on  account  of  the  regularity  of  his  affairs ; 
he  is  like  one  buried  in  the  contemplation  of  the  stars,  and  knows 
nothing  of  the  things  in  this  world.  It  was  then  on  account  of  an 
idea  of  his  great  integrity,  that  the  company  put  him  into  this  situ- 
ation. Since  that  he  has  thought  proper  to  justify  himself,  not  by 
clearing  himself  of  receiving  bribes,  but  by  saying  that  no  bad  con- 
sequences resulted  from  it,  and  that,  if  any  such  evil  consequences 
did  arise  from  it,  they  arose  rather  from  his  inattention  to  money 
than  from  his  desire  of  acquiring  it. 

I  have  stated  to  your  lordships  the  nature  of  the  covenants  which 
the  East  India  Company  sent  out.  Afterwards,  when  they  found  their 
servants  had  refused  to  execute  these  covenants,  they  not  only  very 
severely  reprehended  even  a  moment's  delay  in  their  execution,  and 
threatened  the  exacting  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  performance  of 
them,  but  they  sent  a  commission  to  enforce  the  observance  of  them 
more  strongly ;  and  that  commission  had  it  specially  in  charge  never 
to  receive  presents.  They  never  sent  out  a  person  to  India  without 
recognizing  the  grievance,  and  without  ordering  that  presents  should 
not  be  received,  as  the  main  fundamental  part  of  their  duty,  and 

c  c  2 
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upon  which  all  the  rest  depended,  as  it  certainly  must :  for  persons 
at  the  head  of  government  should  not  encourage  that  by  example, 
which  they  ought  by  precept,  authority,  and  force,  to  restrain  in  all 
below  them.  That  commission  failing,  another  commission  was  pre- 
paring to  be  sent  out  with  the  same  instructions,  when  an  act  of 
parliament  took  it  up :  and  that  act,  which  gave  Mr.  Hastings 
power,  did  mould  in  the  very  first  stamina  of  his  power  this  principle 
in  words  the  most  clear  and  forcible  that  an  act  of  parliament  could 
possibly  devise  upon  the  subject.  And  that  act  was  made  not  only 
upon  a  general  knowledge  of  the  grievance,  but  your  lordships  will 
see  in  the  reports  of  that  time,  that  parliament  had  directly  in  view 
before  them  the  whole  of  that  monstrous  head  of  corruption  under 
the  name  of  presents,  and  all  the  monstrous  consequences  that 
followed  it. 

Now,  my  lords,  every  office  of  trust,  in  its  very  nature,  forbids 
the  receipt  of  bribes.  But  Mr.  Hastings  was  forbidden  it,  first,  by 
his  official  situation ;  next,  by  covenant ;  and  lastly,  by  act  of 
parUament — that  is  to  say,  by  all  the  things  that  bind  mankind,  or 
that  can  bind  them, — first,  moral  obligation  inherent  in  the  duty  of 
their  office ;  next,  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  legislature  of  the 
country ;  and  lastly,  a  man''s  own  private,  particular,  voluntary  act 
and  covenant.  These  three,  the  great  and  only  obligations  that 
bind  mankind,  all  united  in  the  focus  of  this  single  point — ^that  they 
should  take  no  presents. 

I  am  to  mark  to  your  lordships,  that  thLs  law  and  this  covenant 
did  consider  indirect  ways  of  taking  presents — taking  them  by 
others,  and  such  like, — directly  in  the  very  same  light  as  they  con- 
sidered taking  them  by  themselves.  It  is  perhaps  a  much  more 
dangerous  way,  because  it  adds  to  the  crime  a  false  prevaricating 
mode  of  concealing  it,  and  makes  it  much  more  mischievous  by 
admitting  others  into  the  participation  of  it.  Mr.  Hastings  has 
said,  and  it  is  one  of  the  general  complaints  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that 
he  is  made  answerable  for  the  acts  of  other  men.  It  is  a  thing 
inherent  in  the  nature  of  his  situation.  All  those,  who  enjoy  a  great 
superintending  trust,  which  is  to  regulate  the  whole  afiairs  of  an 
empire,  are  responsible  for  the  acts  and  conduct  of  other  men,  so 
far  as  they  had  any  thing  to  do  with  appointing  them,  or  holding 
them  in  their  places,  or  having  any  sort  of  inspection  into  their 
conduct. 

But  when  a  governor  presumes  to  remove  from  their  situations 
those  persons,  whom  the  public  authority  and  sanction  of  the  com- 
pany have  appointed,  and  obtrudes  upon  them  by  violence  other 
persons,  superseding  the  orders  of  his  masters,  he  becomes  doubly 
responsible  for  their  conduct.     If  the  persons  he  names  shoidd  bo 
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of  notorious  evil  character  and  evil  principles,  and  if  this  should  be 
perfectly  known  to  himself,  and  of  public  notoriety  to  the  rest  of 
the  world,  then  another  strong  responsibility  attaches  on  him  for 
the  acts  of  those  persons. 

Governors,  we  know  very  well,  cannot  with  their  own  hands  be 
continually  receiving  bribes ;  for  then  they  must  have  as  many 
hands,  as  one  of  the  idols  in  an  Indian  temple,  in  order  to  receive 
all  the  bribes,  which  a  governor-general  may  receive ;  but  they 
have  them  vicariously.  As  there  are  many  offices,  so  he  has  had 
various  officers,  for  receiving  and  distributing  his  bribes ;  he  has  a 
great  many,  some  white  and  some  black  agents.  The  white  men 
are  loose  and  licentious ;  they  are  apt  to  have  resentments,  and  to 
be  bold  in  revenging  them.  The  black  men  are  very  secret  and 
mysterious ;  they  are  not  apt  to  have  very  quick  resentments,  they 
have  not  the  same  liberty  and  boldness  of  language  which  charac- 
terize Europeans ;  and  they  have  fears  too  for  themselves,  which 
makes  it  more  likely  that  they  will  conceal  any  thing  committed  to 
them  by  Europeans.  Therefore  Mr.  Hastings  had  his  black  agents, 
not  one,  two,  three,  but  many,  disseminated  through  the  country ; 
no  two  of  them  hardly  appear  to  be  in  the  secret  of  any  one  bribe. 
He  has  had  likewise  his  white  agents — they  were  necessary — a  Mr. 
Larkins  and  a  Mr.  Crofts.  Mr.  Crofts  was  sub-treasurer,  and  Mr. 
Larkins  accountant-general.  These  were  the  last  persons  of  all 
others,  that  should  have  had  any  thing  to  do  with  bribes ;  yet  these 
were  some  of  his  agents  in  bribery.  There  are  few  instances  in 
comparison  of  the  whole  number  of  bribes,  but  there  are  some,  where 
two  men  are  in  the  secret  of  the  same  bribe.  Nay,  it  appears,  that 
there  was  one  bribe  divided  into  different  payments  at  different 
times — that  one  part  was  committed  to  one  black  secretary — 
another  part  to  another  black  secretary.  So  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  up  a  complete  body  of  all  his  bribery :  you  may 
find  the  scattered  limbs,  some  here  and  others  there ;  and  while  you 
are  employed  in  picking  them  up,  he  may  escape  entirely  in  a 
prosecution  for  the  whole. 

The  first  act  of  his  government  in  Bengal  was  the  most  bold  and 
extraordinary  that  I  believe  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  any  man, 
I  will  say,  of  any  tyrant.  It  was  no  more  nor  less  than  a  general 
(almost  exceptless)  confiscation,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  of  all 
the  landed  property  in  Bengal,  upon  most  extraordinary  pretences. 
Strange  as  this  may  appear,  he  did  so  confiscate  it ;  he  put  it  up  to 
a  pretended  public,  in  reality  to  a  private  corrupt  auction ;  and  such 
favoured  landholders  as  came  to  it,  were  obhged  to  consider  them- 
selves as  not  any  longer  proprietors  of  the  estates,  but  to  recognize 
themselves  as  farmers  under  government ;  and  even  those  few  that 
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were  pennitted  to  remain  on  their  estates,  had  their  payments  rMSed 
at  his  arbitrary  discretion  ;  and  the  rest  of  the  lands  were  given  to 
farmers-general,  appointed  by  him  and  his  committee,  at  a  price 
fixed  by  the  same  arbitrary  discretion. 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  your  lordships  that  the  revenues  of 
Bengal  are,  for  the  most  part,  territorial  revenues,  great  quit- 
rents  issuing  out  of  lands.  I  shall  say  nothing  either  of  the 
nature  of  this  property,  of  the  rights  of  the  people  to  it,  or  of 
the  mode  of  exactfng  the  rents,  till  that  great  question  of  revenues, 
one  of  the  greatest  which  we  shall  have  to  lay  before  you,  shall 
be  brought  before  your  lordships  particularly  and  specially  as  an 
article  of  charge.  I  only  mention  it  now  as  an  exemplification 
of  the  great  principle  of  corruption  which  guided  Mr.  Hastings's 
conduct. 

When  the  ancient  nobility,  the  great  princes,  (for  such  I  may 
call  them,)  a  nobility,  perhaps,  as  ancient  as  that  of  your  lordships, 
(and  a  more  truly  noble  body  never  existed  in  that  character,) 
my  lords,  when  all  the  nobility,  some  of  whom  have  borne  the  rank 
and  port  of  princes,  all  the  gentry,  all  the  freeholders  of  the  country, 
had  their  estates  in  that  manner  confiscated  ;  that  is,  either  given 
to  themselves  to  hold  on  the  footing  of  farmers,  or  totally  con- 
fiscated ;  when  such  an  act  of  tyranny  was  done,  no  doubt  some 
good  was  pretended.  This  confiscation  was  made  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, and  the  lands  let  to  these  farmers  for  five  years,  upon  an 
idea  which  always  accompanies  his  acts  of  oppression,  the  idea 
of  rrumied  merit.  He  adopted  this  mode  of  confiscating  the 
estates,  and  letting  them  to  farmers,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
seeing  how  much  it  was  possible  to  take  out  of  them.  Accord- 
ingly he  set  them  up  to  this  wild  and  wicked  auction,  as  it  would 
have  been,  if  it  had  been  a  real  one — corrupt  and  treacherous,  as 
it  was.  He  set  these  lands  up  for  the  purpose  of  making  that 
discovery,  and  pretended  that  the  discovery  would  j-ield  a  most 
amazing  increase  of  rent.  And  for  some  time  it  appeared  so  to  do, 
tUI  it  came  to  the  touchstone  of  experience ;  and  then  it  was 
found  that  there  was  a  defalcation  from  these  monstrous  raised 
revenues,  which  were  to  cancel  in  the  minds  of  the  directors 
the  wickedness  of  so  atrocious,  flagitious,  and  horrid  an  act  of 
treachery.  At  the  end  of  five  years  what  do  you  think  was  the 
failure? — No  less  than  2,050,000?.  Then  a  new  source  of  cor- 
ruption was  opened,  that  is,  how  to  deal  with  the  balances ;  for 
every  man  who  had  engaged  in  these  transactions  was  a  debtor  to 
government,  and  the  remission  of  that  debt  depended  upon  the 
discretion  of  the  governor-general.  Then  the  persons  who  were 
to  settle  the  composition  of  that  immense  debt,  who  were  to  see 


SPEECH,   FIFTH   DAY.  391 

how  much  was  recoverable,  and  how  much  not,  were  able  to  favour, 
or  to  exact  to  the  last  shiUing ;  and  there  never  existed  a  doubt, 
but  that  not  only  upon  the  original  cruel  exaction,  but  upon  the 
remission  afterwards,  immense  gains  were  derived.  This  wiU 
account  for  the  manner  in  which  those  stupendous  fortunes,  which 
astonish  the  world,  have  been  made.  They  have  been  made — first, 
by  a  tyrannous  exaction  from  the  people,  who  were  suffered  to 
remain  in  possession  of  their  own  land  as  farmers,  then  by  setting 
the  rest  to  farmers  at  rents,  and  under  hopes  which  could  never 
be  realized,  and  then  getting  money  for  the  relaxation  of  their 
debts.  But  whatever  excuse,  and  however  wicked,  there  might 
have  been  for  this  wicked  act,  namely,  that  it  carried  upon  the 
face  of  it  some  sort  of  appearance  of  public  good,  that  is  to  say, 
that  sort  of  public  good,  which  Mr.  Hastings  so  often  professed, 
of  ruining  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  the  company ;  yet,  in 
fact,  this  business  of  balances  is  that  nidus,  in  which  have  been 
nustled,  and  bred,  and  born,  all  the  corruptions  of  India; — first, 
by  making  extravagant  demands,  and  afterwards  by  making  corrupt 
relaxations  of  them. 

Besides  this  monstrous  failure  in  consequence  of  a  miserable 
exaction,  by  which  more  was  attempted  to  be  forced  from  the 
country  than  it  was  capable  of  yielding,  and  this  by  way  of  expe- 
riment, when  your  lordships  come  to  inquire  who  the  farmers- 
general  of  the  revenue  were,  you  would  naturally  expect  to  find 
them  to  be  the  men  in  the  several  countries  who  had  the  most 
interest,  the  greatest  wealth,  the  best  knowledge  of  the  revenue 
and  resources  of  the  country  in  which  they  lived.  These  would  be 
thought  the  natural  proper  farmers-general  of  each  district.  No 
such  thing,  my  lords.  They  are  found  in  the  body  of  people, 
whom  I  have  mentioned  to  your  lordships.  They  were  almost  all 
let  to  Calcutta  banyans.  Calcutta  banyans  were  the  farmers  of 
almost  the  whole.  They  sub-delegated  to  others,  who  sometimes 
had  sub-delegates  under  them  ad  infinitum.  The  whole  formed  a 
system  together  through  the  succession  of  black  tyrants  scattered 
through  the  country,  in  which  you  at  last  find  the  European  at 
the  end,  sometimes  indeed  not  hid  very  deep,  not  above  one 
between  him  and  the  farmer,  namely,  his  banyan  directly,  or  some 
other  black  person  to  represent  him.  But  some  have  so  managed 
the  affair,  that  when  you  inquire  who  the  farmer  is — Was  such  a 
one  farmer  2 — No.  Cantoo  Baboo  ? — No.  Another  ? — No  :  at  last 
you  find  three  deep  of  fictitious  farmers,  and  you  find  the  Euro- 
pean gentlemen,  high  in  place  and  authority,  the  real  farmers  of  the 
settlement.  So  that  the  zemindars  were  dispossessed,  the  country 
racked  and  ruined  for  the  benefit  of  an  European,  under  the  name 
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of  a  farmer  ;  for  you  will  easily  judge  whether  these  gentlemen  had 
fallen  so  deeply  in  love  with  the  banyans,  and  thought  so  highly  of 
their  merits  and  services,  as  to  reward  them  with  all  the  posses- 
sions of  the  great  landed  interest  of  the  country.  Your  lordships 
are  too  grave,  wise,  and  discerning,  to  make  it  necessary  for  me 
to  say  more  upon  that  subject.  Tell  me  that  the  banyans  of 
English  gentlemen,  dependents  on  them  at  Calcutta,  were  the 
farmers  throughout,  and  I  believe  I  need  not  tell  your  lordships  for 
whose  benefit  they  were  farmers. 

But  there  is  one  of  these  who  comes  so  nearly,  indeed  so  pre- 
cisely within  this  observation,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  pass 
him  by.  Whoever  has  heard  of  Mr.  Hastings's  name,  with  any 
knowledge  of  Indian  connexions,  has  heard  of  his  banyan  Cantoo 
Baboo.  This  man  is  well  known  in  the  records  of  the  company,  as 
his  agent  for  receiving  secret  gifts,  confiscations  and  presents. 
You  would  have  imagined  that  he  would  at  least  have  kept  him  out 
of  these  farms,  in  order  to  give  the  measure  a  colour  at  least  of 
disinterestedness,  and  to  show  that  this  whole  system  of  corruption 
and  pecuniary  oppression  was  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  the 
company.  The  governor-general  and  council  made  an  ostensible 
order,  by  which  no  collector,  or  person  concerned  in  the  revenue, 
should  have  any  connexion  with  these  farms.  This  order  did  not 
include  the  governor-general  in  the  words  of  it,  but  more  than 
included  him  in  the  spirit  of  it ;  because  his  power  to  protect  a 
farmer-general  in  the  person  of  his  own  servant  was  infinitely 
greater  than  that  of  any  subordinate  person.  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
breach  of  this  order,  gave  farms  to  his  own  banyan.  You  find  him 
the  farmer  of  great,  of  vast  and  extensive  farms. 

Another  regulation  that  was  made  on  that  occasion  was,  that  no 
farmer  should  have,  except  in  particular  casas,  which  were  marked, 
described,  and  accurately  distinguished,  a  greater  farm  than  what 
paid  10,000?.  a  year  to  government.  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had 
broken  the  first  regulation  by  giving  any  farm  at  all  to  his  banyan, 
finding  himself  bolder,  broke  the  second  too,  and,  instead  of 
10,000?.  gave  him  farms  paying  a  revenue  of  130,000?.  a  year  to 
government.  Men  undoubtedly  have  been  known  to  be  under  the 
dominion  of  their  domestics :  such  things  have  happened  to  great 
men  ;  they  never  have  happened  justifiably  in  my  opinion.  They 
have  never  happened  excusably  ;  but  we  are  acquainted  sufficiently 
with  the  weakness  of  human  nature  to  know  that  a  domestic,  who 
has  served  you  in  a  near  office  long,  and  in  your  opinion  faithfully, 
does  become  a  kind  of  relation ;  it  brings  on  a  great  affection  and 
regard  for  his  interest.  Now  was  this  the  case  with  Mr.  Hastings 
and  Cantoo  Baboo  ?     Mr.  Hastings  was  just  arrived  at  his  govern- 


SPEECH,   FIFTH   DAY.  393 

ment,  and  Cantoo  Baboo  had  been  but  a  year  in  his  service ;  so 
that  he  could  not  in  that  time  have  contracted  any  great  degree  of 
friendship  for  him.  These  people  do  not  live  in  your  house ;  the 
Hindoo  servants  never  sleep  in  it ;  they  cannot  eat  with  your  ser- 
vants ;  they  have  no  second  table,  in  which  they  can  be  continually 
about  you,  to  be  domesticated  with  yourself,  a  part  of  your  being, 
as  people's  servants  are  to  a  certain  degree.  These  persons  live 
all  abroad ;  they  come  at  stated  hours  upon  matters  of  business, 
and  nothing  more.  But  if  it  had  been  otherwise,  Mr.  Hastings's 
connexion  with  Cantoo  Baboo  had  been  but  of  a  year's  standing ; 
he  had  before  served  in  that  capacity  Mr.  Sykes,  who  recom- 
mended him  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Your  lordships  then  are  to  judge 
whether  such  outrageous  violations  of  all  the  principles  by  which 
Mr.  Hastings  pretended  to  be  guided  in  the  settlement  of  these 
farms,  were  for  the  benefit  of  this  old,  decayed,  afiectionate  servant 
of  one  year's  standing — your  lordships  will  judge  of  that. 

I  have  here  spoken  only  of  the  beginning  of  a  great  notorious 
system  of  corruption  ;  which  branched  out  so  many  ways,  and  into 
such  a  variety  of  abuses,  and  has  afflicted  that,  kingdom  with  such 
horrible  evils  from  that  day  to  this,  that  I  will  venture  to  say  it 
will  make  one  of  the  greatest,  weightiest,  and  most  material  parts 
of  the  charge  that  is  now  before  you ;  as  I  believe  I  need  not  tell 
your  lordships  that  an  attempt  to  set  up  the  whole  landed  interest 
of  a  kingdom  to  auction  must  be  attended,  not  only  in  that 
act,  but  every  consequential  act,  with  most  grievous  and  terrible 
consequences. 

My  lords,  I  will  now  come  to  a  scene  of  peculation  of  another 
kind  ;  namely,  a  peculation  by  the  direct  sale  of  offices  of  justice  ; 
by  the  direct  sale  of  the  succession  of  families ;  by  the  sale  of 
guardianships  and  trusts,  held  most  sacred  among  the  people  of 
India ;  by  the  sale  of  them,  not  as  before  to  farmers,  not  as  you 
might  imagine  to  near  relations  of  the  families,  but  a  sale  of  them 
to  the  unfaithful  servants  of  those  families,  their  own  perfidious 
servants,  who  had  ruined  their  estates,  who,  if  any  balances  had 
accrued  to  the  government,  had  been  the  cause  of  those  debts. 
Those  very  servants  were  put  in  power  over  their  estates,  their 
persons,  and  their  families  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  a  shameful  price. 
It  will  be  proved  to  your  lordships,  in  the  course  of  this  business, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  has  done  this  in  another  sacred  trust,  the  most 
sacred  trust  a  man  can  have  ;  that  is,  in  the  case  of  those  vackiels 
(as  they  call  them),  agents,  or  attorneys,  who  had  been  sent  to 
assert  and  support  the  rights  of  their  miserable  masters  before  the 
council-general.  It  will  be  proved  that  these  vackiels  were  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  for  a  price  to  be  paid  for  it,  put  in  possession  of  the 


394  IMPEACHMENT    OF    WAEREN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

very  power,  situation,  and  estates  of  those  masters,  who  sent  them 
to  Calcutta  to  defend  them  from  wrong  and  violence.  The  selling 
oflaces  of  justice,  the  sale  of  succession  in  famihes,  of  guardian- 
ships and  other  sacred  trusts,  the  seUing  masters  to  their  servants, 
and  principals  to  the  attorneys  they  employed  to  defend  themselves, 
were  all  parts  of  the  same  system ;  and  these  were  the  horrid  ways 
in  which  he  received  bribes  beyond  any  common  rate. 

When  Mr.  Hastings  was  appointed  in  the  year  1773  to  be 
governor-general  of  Bengal,  together  with  Mr.  Barwell,  General 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  the  company,  knowing 
the  former  corrupt  state  of  their  service,  (but  the  whole  corrupt 
system  of  Mr.  Hastings  at  that  time  not  being  known,  or  even 
suspected  at  home,)  did  order  them,  in  discharge  of  the  spirit  of 
the  act  of  parliament,  to  make  an  inquiry  into  all  manner  of  cor- 
ruptions and  malversations  in  office  without  the  exception  of  any 
persons  whatever.  Your  lordships  are  to  know,  that  the  act  did 
expressly  authorize  the  court  of  directors  to  frame  a  body  of 
instructions,  and  to  give  orders  to  their  new  servants  appointed 
under  the  act  of  parliament,  lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  they, 
by  their  appointment  under  the  act,  could  supersede  the  authority 
of  the  directors. 

The  directors,  sensible  of  the  power  left  in  them  over  their 
servants  by  the  act  of  parliament,  though  their  nomination  was 
taken  from  them,  did,  agreeably  to  the  spirit  and  power  of  that  act, 
give  this  order. 

The  council  consisted  of  two  parties;  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
Barwell,  who  were  chosen,  and  kept  there,  upon  the  idea  of  their 
local  knowledge;  and  the  other  three,  who  were  appointed  on 
account  of  their  great  parts  and  known  integrity.  And  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  those  three  gentlemen  did  so  execute  their 
duty  in  India  in  all  the  substantial  parts  of  it,  that  they  will  serve 
as  a  shield  to  cover  the  honour  of  England  whenever  this  country 
is  upbraided  in  India. 

They  found  a  rumour  running  through  the  country  of  great  pecu- 
lations and  oppressions.  Soon  after,  when  it  was  known  what 
their  instructions  were,  and  that  the  council  was  ready,  as  is  the 
first  duty  of  all  governors,  even  when  there  is  no  express  order,  to 
receive  complaints  against  the  oppressions  and  corruptions  of 
government  in  any  part  of  it — they  found  such  a  body  (and  that 
body  shall  be  produced  to  your  lordsliips)  of  corruption  and  pecu- 
lation in  every  walk,  in  every  department,  in  every  situation  of  life, 
in  the  sale  of  the  most  sacred  trusts,  and  in  the  destruction  of  the 
most  ancient  families  of  the  country,  as  I  believe  in  so  short  a  time 
never  was  unveiled  since  the  world  began. 
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Your  lordships  would  imagine  that  Mr.  Hastings  would  at  least 
ostensibly  have  taken  some  part  in  endeavouring  to  bring  these 
corruptions  before  the  public,  or  that  he  would  at  least  have  acted 
with  some  little  management  in  his  opposition.  But  alas  !  it  was 
not  in  his  power ;  there  was  not  one,  I  think,  but  I  am  sure  very- 
few,  of  these  general  articles  of  corruption,  in  which  the  most 
eminent  figure  in  the  crowd,  the  principal  figure  as  it  were  in  the 
piece,  was  not  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  There  were  a  great  many 
others  involved ;  for  all  departments  were  corrupted  and  vitiated. 
But  you  could  not  open  a  page  in  which  you  did  not  see  Mr. 
Hastings,  or  in  which  you  did  not  see  Oantoo  Baboo.  Either  the 
black  or  the  white  side  of  Mr.  Hastings  constantly  was  visible  to 
the  world  in  every  part  of  these  transactions. 

With  the  other  gentlemen,  who  were  visible  too,  I  have  at 
present  no  dealing.  Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  using  any  manage- 
ment on  that  occasion,  instantly  set  up  his  power  and  authority, 
directly  against  the  majority  of  the  council,  directly  against  his 
colleagues,  directly  against  the  authority  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany and  the  authority  of  the  act  of  parliament,  to  put  a  dead  stop 
to  all  these  inquiries.  He  broke  up  the  council  the  moment  they 
attempted  to  perform  this  part  of  their  duty.  As  the  evidence 
multiplied  upon  him,  the  daring  exertions  of  his  power  in  stopping 
all  inquiries  increased  continually.  But  he  gave  a  credit  and 
authority  to  the  evidence  by  these  attempts  to  suppress  it. 

Your  lordships  have  heard,  that  among  the  body  of  the  accusers 
of  this  corruption  there  was  a  principal  man  in  the  country,  a  man 
of  the  first  rank  and  authority  in  it,  called  Nundcomar,  who  had 
the  management  of  revenues  amounting  to  160,000^.  a  year,  and 
who  had,  if  really  inclined  to  play  the  small  game,  with  which  he 
has  been  charged  by  his  accusers,  abundant  means  to  gratify 
himself  in  playing  great  ones ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  given 
him,  upon  the  records  of  the  company,  a  character  which  would  at 
least  justify  the  council  in  making  some  inquiry  into  charges  made 
by  him. 

First,  he  was  perfectly  competent  to  make  them,  because  he  was 
in  the  management  of  those  affairs,  from  which  Mr.  Hastings  is 
supposed  to  have  received  corrupt  emolument.  He  and  his  son 
were  the  chief  managers  in  those  transactions.  He  was,  therefore, 
perfectly  competent  to  it. — Mr.  Hastings  has  cleared  his  character ; 
for  though  it  is  true  in  the  contradictions  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 
has  entangled  himself  he  has  abused  and  insulted  him,  and  parti- 
cularly after  his  appearance  as  an  accuser,  yet  before  this  he  has 
given  this  testimony  of  him,  that  the  hatred  that  had  been  drawn 
upon  him,  and  the  general  obloquy  of  the  English  nation,  was  on 
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account  of  his  attachment  to  his  own  prince  and  the  liberties  of  his 
country.  Be  he  what  he  might,  I  am  not  disposed,  nor  have  I  the 
least  occasion,  to  defend  either  his  conduct  or  his  memory. 

It  is  to  no  purpose  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  spend  time  in  idle  objec- 
tions to  the  character  of  Nundcomar.  Let  him  be  as  bad  as  Mr. 
Hastings  represents  him.  I  suppose  he  was  a  cabalhng,  bribing, 
intriguing  politician,  like  others  in  that  country,  both  black  and 
white.  We  know  associates  in  dark  and  evil  actions  are  not  gene- 
rally the  best  of  men ;  but  be  that  as  it  will,  it  generally  happens 
that  they  are  the  best  of  all  discoverers.  If  Mr.  Hastings  were 
the  accuser  of  Nundcomar,  I  should  think  the  presumptions  equally 
strong  against  Nundcomar,  if  he  had  acted  as  Mr.  Hastings  has 
acted.  He  was  not  only  competent,  but  the  most  competent  of  all 
men  to  be  Mr.  Hastings's  accuser.  But  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself 
established  both  his  character  and  his  competency  by  employing 
him  against  Mahomed  Reza  Khan.  He  shaU  not  blow  hot  and 
cold.  In  what  respect  was  Mr.  Hastings  better  than  Mahomed 
Eeza  Khan,  that  the  whole  rule,  principle,  and  system  of  accusa- 
tion and  inquiry  should  be  totally  reversed  in  general,  nay,  reversed 
in  the  particular  instance,  the  moment  he  became  accuser  against 
Mr.  Hastings.  Such  was  the  accuser.  He  was  the  man  that 
gave  the  bribes,  and,  in  addition  to  his  own  evidence,  offers  proof 
by  other  witnesses. 

What  was  the  accusation?  Was  the  accusation  improbable, 
either  on  account  of  the  subject-matter,  or  the  actor  in  it  ?  Does 
such  an  appointment  as  that  of  Munny  Begum  in  the  most  bare- 
faced evasion  of  his  orders  appear  to  your  lordships  a  matter  that 
contains  no  just  presumptions  of  guilt ;  so  that  when  a  charge  of 
bribery  comes  upon  it,  you  are  prepared  to  reject  it,  as  if  the  action 
were  so  clear  and  proper  that  no  man  could  attribute  it  to  an 
improper  motive?  And,  as  to  the  man,  is  Mr.  Hastings  a  man 
against  whom  a  charge  of  bribery  is  improbable  ?  Why,  he  owns 
it.  He  is  a  professor  of  it.  He  reduces  it  into  scheme  and 
system.  He  glories  in  it.  He  turns  it  to  merit,  and  declares  it 
is  the  best  way  of  supplying  the  exigencies  of  the  company.  Why, 
therefore,  should  it  be  held  improbable? — But  I  cannot  mention 
this  proceeding  without  shame  and  horror. 

My  lords,  when  this  man  appeared  as  an  accuser  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
if  he  was  a  man  of  bad  character,  it  was  a  great  advantage  to  Mr. 
Hastings  to  be  accused  by  a  man  of  that  description.  There  was 
no  likelihood  of  any  great  credit  being  given  to  him. 

This  person,  who,  in  one  of  those  sales,  of  which  I  have  already 
given  you  some  account  in  the  history  of  the  last  period  of  the 
revolutions  of  Bengal,  had  been,  or  thought  he  had  been,  cheated 
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of  his  money,  had  made  some  discoveries,  and  been  guilty  of  that 
great  inadmissible  sin  in  India,  the  disclosure  of  peculation.  He 
afterwards  came  with  a  second  disclosure,  and  was  likely  to  have 
odium  enough  upon  the  occasion.  He  directly  charged  Mr.  Hast- 
ings with  the  receipt  of  bribes,  amounting  together  to  about 
40,000^.  sterling,  given  by  himself,  on  his  own  account  and  that 
of  Munny  Begum.  The  charge  was  accompanied  with  every  parti- 
cular which  could  facilitate  proof  or  detection,  time,  place,  persons, 
species,  to  whom  paid,  by  whom  received.  Here  was  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity for  Mr.  Hastings  at  once  to  defeat  the  malice  of  his  enemies, 
and  to  clear  his  character  to  the  world.  His  course  was  different. 
He  railed  much  at  the  accuser,  but  did  not  attempt  to  refute  the 
accusation.  He  refuses  to  permit  the  inquiry  to  go  on,  attempts 
to  dissolve  the  council,  commands  his  banyan  not  to  attend.  The 
council  however  goes  on,  examines  to  the  bottom,  and  resolves  that 
the  charge  was  proved,  and  that  the  money  ought  to  go  to  the 
company.  Mr.  Hastings  then  broke  up  the  council,  I  will  not  say 
whether  legally  or  illegally.  The  company's  law  counsel  thought 
he  might  legally  do  it ;  but  he  corruptly  did  it,  and  left  mankind 
no  room  to  judge  but  that  it  was  done  for  the  screening  of  his  own 
guilt ;  for  a  man  may  use  a  legal  power  corruptly,  and  for  the 
most  shameful  and  detestable  purposes.  And  thus  matters  con- 
tinued, till  he  commenced  a  criminal  prosecution  against  this  man 
— this  man,  whom  he  dared  not  meet  as  a  defendant. 

Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  answering  the  charge,  attacks  the 
accuser.  Instead  of  meeting  the  man  in  front,  he  endeavoured  to 
go  round,  to  come  upon  his  flanks  and  rear,  but  never  to  meet  him 
in  the  face  upon  the  ground  of  his  accusation,  as  he  was  bound  by 
the  express  authority  of  law,  and  the  express  injunctions  of  the 
directors,  to  do.  If  the  bribery  is  not  admitted  on  the  evidence  of 
Nundcomar,  yet  his  suppressing  it  is  a  crime — a  violation  of  the 
orders  of  the  court  of  directors.  He  disobeyed  those  instructions  ; 
and  if  it  be  only  for  disobedience,  for  rebellion  against  his  masters 
(putting  the  corrupt  motive  out  of  the  question),  I  charge  him  for 
this  disobedience,  and  especially  on  account  of  the  principles  upon 
which  he  proceeded  in  it. 

Then  he  took  another  step  ;  he  accused  Nundcomar  of  a  con- 
spiracy, which  was  a  way  he  then  and  ever  since  has  used,  when- 
ever means  were  taken  to  detect  any  of  his  own  iniquities. 

And  here  it  becomes  necessary  to  mention  another  circumstance 
of  history,  that  the  legislature,  not  trusting  entirely  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  had  sent  out  a  court  of  justice  to  be  a  counter- 
security  against  these  corruptions,  and  to  detect  and  punish  any 
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such  misdemeanors  as  might  appear.  And  this  court  I  take  for 
granted  has  done  great  services. 

Mr.  Hastings  flew  to  this  court,  which  was  meant  to  protect 
in  their  situations  informers  against  hribery  and  corruption,  rather 
than  to  protect  the  accused  from  any  of  the  preUminary  methods 
which  must  indispensably  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  their 
guilt ;  he  flew  to  this  court,  charging  this  Nundcomar  and  others 
with  being  conspirators. 

A  man  might  be,  convicted  as  a  conspirator,  and  yet  afterwards 
live  ;  he  might  put  the  matter  into  other  hands,  and  go  on  with  his 
information ;  nothing  less  than  stone-dead  would  do  the  business. 
And  here  happened  an  odd  concurrence  of  circumstances.  Long 
before  Nundcomar  preferred  his  charge,  he  knew  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings was  plotting  his  ruin,  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  had  used  a 
man  whom  he,  Nundcomar,  had  turned  out  of  doors,  called  Mohun 
Persaud.  Mr.  Hastings  had  seen  papers  put  upon  the  board, 
charging  him  with  this  previous  plot  for  the  destruction  of  Nund- 
comar ;  and  this  identical  person,  Mohun  Persaud,  whom  Nund- 
comar had  charged  as  Mr.  Hastings's  associate  in  plotting  his 
ruin,  was  now  again  brought  forward  as  the  principal  evidence 
against  him.  I  will  not  enter  (God  forbid  I  should  !)  into  the 
particulars  of  the  subsequent  trial  of  Nundcomar ;  but  you  will 
find  the  marks  and  characters  of  it  to  be  these.  You  wiU  find  a 
close  connexion  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  chief  justice, 
which  we  shall  prove.  We  shall  prove  that  one  of  the  witnesses 
who  appeared  there,  was  a  person,  who  had  been  before,  or  has 
since  been,  concerned  with  Mr.  Hastings  in  his  most  iniquitous 
transactions.  You  wiU  find  what  is  very  odd,  that  in  this  trial  for 
forgery  with  which  this  man  stood  charged,  for  forgery  in  a  private 
transaction,  aU  the  persons  who  were  witnesses  or  parties  to  it,  had 
been,  before  or  since,  the  particular  friends  of  Mr.  Hastings — in 
short,  persons  from  that  rabble  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was 
concerned,  both  before  and  since,  in  various  transactions  and 
negotiations  of  the  most  criminal  kind.  But  the  law  took  its  course. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say  than  that  the  man  is  gone — ^hanged 
justly  if  you  please ;  and  that  it  did  so  happen  luckily  for  Mr. 
Hastings — ^it  so  happened  that  the  rehef  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  the 
justice  of  the  court,  and  the  resolution  never  to  relax  its  rigour, 
did  all  concur  just  at  a  happy  nick  of  time  and  moment ;  and 
Mr.  Hastings  accordingly  had  the  full  benefit  of  them  all. 

His  accuser  was  supposed  to  be  what  men  may  be,  and  yet  very 
competent  for  accusers — namely,  one  of  his  accomplices  in  guilty 
actions  ;  one  of  those  persons  who  may  have  a  great  deal  to  say  of 
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bribes.  All  that  I  contend  for  is,  that  he  was  in  the  closest 
intimacy  with  Mr.  Hastings,  was  in  a  situation  for  giving  bribes ; 
and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  proved  afterwards  to  have  received  a 
sum  of  money  from  him,  which  may  be  weU  referred  to  bribes. 

This  example  had  its  use  in  the  way  in  which  it  was  intended  to 
operate,  and  in  which  alone  it  could  operate.  It  did  not  dis- 
courage forgeries ;  they  went  on  at  their  usual  rate  neither  more 
nor  less.  But  it  put  an  end  to  all  accusations  against  all  persons 
in  power  for  any  corrupt  practice.  Mr.  Hastings  observes  that 
no  man  in  India  complains  of  him.  It  is  generally  true.  The 
voice  of  all  India  is  stopped.  All  complaint  was  strangled  with  the 
same  cord  that  strangled  Nundcomar.  This  murdered  not  only 
that  accuser  but  all  future  accusation ;  and  not  only  defeated  but 
totally  vitiated  and  reversed  all  the  ends,  for  which  this  country,  to 
its  eternal  and  indelible  dishonour,  had  sent  out  a  pompous  embassy 
of  justice  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  globe. 

But  though  Nundcomar  was  put  out  of  the  way  by  the  means 
by  which  lie  was  removed,  a  part  of  the  charge  was  not  strangled 
with  him.  WhUst  the  process  against  Nundcomar  was  carrying  on 
before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  the  process  was  continuing  against  Mr. 
Hastings  in  other  modes ;  the  receipt  of  a  part  of  those  bribes 
from  Munny  Begum  to  the  amount  of  15,000^.  was  proved  against 
him ;  and  that  a  sum  to  the  same  amount  was  to  be  paid  to 
his  associate,  Mr.  Middleton,  as  it  was  proved  at  Calcutta,  so  it 
will  be  proved  at  your  lordships'  bar  to  your  entire  satisfaction  by 
records  and  living  testimony  now  in  England.  It  was  indeed 
obliquely  hinted  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 

The  excuse  for  this  bribe,  fabricated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
taught  to  Munny  Begum  when  he  found  that  she  was  obliged 
to  prove  it  against  him,  was,  that  it  was  given  to  him  for  his 
entertainment,  according  to  some  pretended  custom,  at  the  rate 
of  200?.  sterling  a  day,  whilst  he  remained  at  Moorshedabad. 
My  lords,  this  leads  me  to  a  few  reflections  on  the  apology  or 
defence  of  this  bribe.  We  shall  certainly  I  hope  render  it  clear 
to  your  lordships,  that  it  was  not  paid  in  this  manner,  as  a 
daily  allowance,  but  given  in  a  gross  sum.  But  take  it  in  his  own 
way,  it  was  no  less  illegal,  and  no  less  contrary  to  his  covenant ; 
but  if  true  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  a  horrible  aggrava- 
tion of  his  crime.  The  first  thing  that  strikes  is,  that  visits  from 
Mr.  Hastings  are  pretty  severe  things ;  and  hospitality  at  Moor- 
shedabad is  an  expensive  virtue,  though  for  provision  it  is  one  of 
the  cheapest  countries  in  the  universe.  No  wonder  that  Mr. 
Hastings  lengthened  his  visit,  and  made  it  extend  near  three 
months.     Such  hosts  and  such  guests  cannot  be  soon  parted.     Two 
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hundred  pounds  a  day  for  a  visit !  it  is  at  the  rate  of  73,000?.  a 
year  for  himself ;  and  as  I  find  his  companion  was  put  on  the  same 
allowance,  it  will  be  146,000?.  a  year  for  hospitality  to  two  English 
gentlemen. 

I  believe  that  there  is  not  a  prince  in  Europe  who  goes  to  such 
expensive  hospitaUty  of  splendour.  But  that  you  may  judge  of  the 
true  nature  of  this  hospitahty  of  corruption,  I  must  bring  before 
you  the  business  of  the  visitor,  and  the  condition  of  the  host,  as 
stated  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  who  best  knows  what  he  was  doing. 

He  was  then  at  the  old  capital  of  Bengal  at  the  time  of  this 
expensive  entertainment  on  a  business  of  retrenchment,  and  for 
the  establishment  of  a  most  harsh,  rigorous,  and  oppressive 
economy.  He  wishes  the  task  were  assigned  to  spirits  of  a  less 
gentle  kind.  By  Mr.  Hastings's  account,  he  was  giving  daily  and 
hourly  wounds  to  his  humanity  in  depriving  of  their  sustenance 
hundreds  of  persons  of  the  ancient  nobility  of  a  great  fallen  kingdom. 
Yet  it  was  in  the  midst  of  this  galling  duty,  it  was  at  that  very 
moment  of  his  tender  sensibility,  that  from  the  collected  morsels 
plucked  from  the  famished  mouths  of  hundreds  of  decayed,  indi- 
gent, and  starving  nobility,  he  gorged  his  ravenous  maw  with  200?. 
a  day  for  his  entertainment.  In  the  course  of  aU  this  proceeding 
your  lordships  will  not  fail  to  observe  he  is  never  corrupt  but  he  is 
cruel ;  he  never  dines  with  comfort,  but  where  he  is  sure  to  create 
a  famine.  He  never  robs  from  the  loose  superfluity  of  standing 
greatness ;  he  devours  the  fallen,  the  indigent,  the  necessitous. 
His  extortion  is  not  like  the  generous  rapacity  of  the  princely 
eagle,  who  snatches  away  the  living  struggling  prey:  he  is  a 
vulture,  who  feeds  upon  the  prostrate,  the  dying,  and  the  dead.  As 
his  cruelty  is  more  shocking  than  his  corruption,  so  his  hypocrisy 
has  something  more  frightful  than  his  cruelty.  For  whilst  his 
bloody  and  rapacious  hand  signs  proscriptions,  and  now  sweeps 
away  the  food  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  his  eyes  overflow  with 
tears,  and  he  converts  the  healing  balm,  that  bleeds  from  wounded 
humanity,  into  a  rancorous  and  deadly  poison  to  the  race  of  man. 

Well,  there  was  an  end  to  this  tragic  entertainment,  this  feast  of 
Tantalus.  The  few  left  on  the  pension  list,  the  poor  remnants  that 
had  escaped,  were  they  paid  by  his  administratrix  and  deputy 
Munny  Begum  ?  Not  a  shilling.  No  fewer  than  forty-nine  peti- 
tions, mostly  from  the  widows  of  the  greatest  and  most  splendid 
houses  of  Bengal,  came  before  the  council,  praying  in  the  most 
deplorable  manner  for  some  sort  of  rehef  out  of  the  pittance  assigned 
them.  His  colleagues.  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and 
Wr.  Francis,  men  who,  when  England  is  reproached  for  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  will,  I  repeat  it,  as  a  shield  be  held  up  between  this 
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nation  and  infamy,  did,  in  conformity  to  the  strict  orders  of  the 
directors,  appoint  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  to  his  old  offices — that  is, 
to  the  general  superintendency  of  the  household  and  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  a  person  who  by  his  authority  might  keep  some 
order  in  the  ruling  family  and  in  the  state.  The  court  of  directors 
authorized  them  to  assure  those  offices  to  him,  with  a  salary,  reduced 
indeed  to  30,000^.,  a  year,  during  his  good  behaviour.  But  Mr. 
Hastings,  as  soon  as  he  obtained  a  majority  by  the  death  of  the 
two  best  men  ever  sent  to  India,  notwithstanding  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors,  in  spite  of  the  public  faith  solenmly  pledged  to 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  without  a  shadow  of  complaint,  had  the 
audacity  to  dispossess  him  of  all  his  offices,  and  appoint  his  bribing 
patroness,  the  old  dancing  girl,  Munny  Begum,  once  more  to  the 
vice-royalty  and  all  its  attendant  honours  and  functions. 

The  pretence  was  more  insolent  and  shameless  than  the  act. 
Modesty  does  not  long  survive  innocence.  He  brings  forward  the 
miserable  pageant  of  the  nabob,  as  he  called  him,  to  be  the 
instrument  of  his  ovra  disgrace,  and  the  scandal  of  his  family  and 
government.  He  makes  him  to  pass  by  his  mother,  and  to  peti- 
tion us  to  appoint  Munny  Begum  once  more  to  the  administration 
of  the  vice-royalty.  He  distributed  Mahomed  Reza  Khan's  salary 
as  a  spoil. 

When  the  orders  of  the  court  to  restore  Mahomed  Reza  Khan, 
with  their  opinion  on  the  corrupt  cause  of  his  removal,  and  a  second 
time  to  pledge  to  him  the  public  faith  for  his  continuance,  were 
received,  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  been  just  before  a  pattern  of  obe- 
dience, when  the  despoiling,  oppressing,  imprisoning,  and  persecuting 
this  man  was  the  object,  yet  when  the  order  was  of  a  beneficial 
nature,  and  pleasant  to  a  well-formed  mind,  he  at  once  loses  all  his 
old  principles,  he  grows  stubborn  and  refractory,  and  refuses  obedi- 
ence. And  in  this  sullen  uncomplying  mood  he  continues,  until,  to 
gratify  Mr.  Francis,  in  an  agreement  on  some  of  their  differences, 
he  consented  to  his  proposition  of  obedience  to  the  appointment  of 
the  court  of  directors.  He  grants  to  his  arrangement  of  convenience 
what  he  had  refused  to  his  duty,  and  replaces  that  magistrate.  But 
mark  the  double  character  of  the  man,  never  true  to  any  thing  but 
fraud  and  duplicity.  At  the  same  time  that  he  publicly  replaces 
this  magisti-ate,  pretending  compliance  with  his  colleague,  and  obe- 
dience to  his  masters,  he  did,  in  defiance  of  his  own  and  the  public 
faith,  privately  send  an  assurance  to  the  nabob, — that  is,  to  Munny 
Begum,  informs  her  that  he  was  compelled  by  necessity  to  the 
present  arrangement  in  favour  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  ;  but  that 
on  the  first  opportunity  he  would  certainly  displace  him  again. 
And  he  kept  faith  with  his  corruption ;  and  to  show  how  vainly 
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any  one  sought  protection  in  the  lawful  authority  of  this  kingdom, 
he  displaced  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  from  the  lieutenancy  and 
controUership,  leaving  him  only  the  judicial  department  miserably 
curtailed. 

But  does  he  adhere  to  his  old  pretence  of  freedom  to  the  nabob  ! 
No  such  thing.  He  appoints  an  absolute  master  to  him  under  the 
name  of  resident,  a  creature  of  his  personal  favour,  Sir  J.  Doiley, 
from  whom  there  is  not  one  syllable  of  correspondence,  and  not  one 
item  of  account.  How  grievous  this  yoke  was  to  that  miserable 
captive,  appears  by  a  paper  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  he  acknow- 
ledges that  the  nabob  had  offered,  out  of  the  160,000?.  payable  to 
him  yearly,  to  give  up  to  the  company  no  less  than  40,000?.  a  year, 
in  order  to  have  the  free  disposal  of  the  rest.  On  this  all  comment 
is  superfluous.  Your  lordships  are  furnished  with  a  standard  by 
which  you  may  estimate  his  real  receipt  from  the  revenue  assigned 
to  him,  the  nature  of  the  pretended  residency,  and  its  predatory 
effects.  It  will  give  full  credit  to  what  was  generally  rumoured 
and  believed,  that  substantially  and  beneficially  the  nabob  never 
received  .50  out  of  the  160,000?.;  which  wiU  account  for  his  known 
poverty  and  wretchedness,  and  that  of  all  about  him. 

Thus  by  his  corrupt  traffic  of  bribes  with  one  scandalous  woman 
he  disgraced  and  enfeebled  the  native  Mahommedan  government, 
captived  the  person  of  the  sovereign,  and  ruined  and  subverted 
the  justice  of  the  country.  ^V'hat  is  worse,  the  steps  taken  for  the 
murder  of  Xundcomar,  his  accuser,  have  confirmed  and  given 
sanction  not  only  to  the  corruptions  then  practised  by  the 
governor-general,  but  to  all  of  which  he  has  since  been  guilty. 
This  wiU  furnish  your  lordships  with  some  general  idea,  which  will 
enable  you  to  judge  of  the  bribes  for  which  he  sold  the  country 
government. 

Under  this  head  you  will  have  produced  to  you  full  proof  of  his 
sale  of  a  judicial  office  to  a  person  called  Khan  Jehan  Khan,  and 
the  modes  he  took  to  frustrate  all  inquiry  on  that  subject,  upon  a 
wicked  and  false  pretence  that  according  to  his  religious  scruples  he 
could  not  be  sworn. 

The  great  end  and  object  I  have  in  view  is  to  show  the  criminal 
tendency,  the  mischievous  nature  of  these  crimes,  and  the  means 
taken  to  elude  their  discovery.  I  am  now  giving  your  lordships  that 
general  view  which  may  serve  to  characterize  Mr.  Hastmgs's 
administration  in  all  the  other  parts  of  it. 

It  was  not  true  in  fact  (as  Mr.  Hastings  gives  out)  that  there 
was  nothing  now  against  him,  and  that,  when  he  had  got  rid  of 
Nundcomar  and  his  charge,  he  got  rid  of  the  whole.  Xo  such 
thing.     An  immense  load  of  charges  of  bribery  remained.     They 
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were  coming  afterwards  from  every  part  of  the  province  ;  and  there 
was  no  office  in  the  execution  of  justice  which  he  was  not  accused 
of  having  sold  in  the  most  flagitious  manner. 

After  all  this  thundering  the  sky  grew  calm  and  clear,  and  Mr. 
Hastings  sat  with  recorded  peculation,  with  peculation  proved  upon 
oath  on  the  minutes  of  that  very  council — he  sat  at  the  head  of  that 
council  and  that  board  where  his  peculations  were  proved  against 
him.  These  were  afterwards  transmitted  and  recorded  in  the 
registers  of  his  masters,  as  an  eternal  monument  of  his  corruption 
and  of  his  high  disobedience,  and  flagitious  attempts  to  prevent  a 
discovery  of  the  various  peculations  of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  to 
the  disgrace  and  ruin  of  the  country  committed  to  his  care. 

Mr.  Hastings,  after  the  execution  of  Nundcomar,  if  he  had 
intended  to  make  even  a  decent  and  commonly  sensible  use  of  it, 
would  naturally  have  said,  This  man  is  justly  taken  away,  who  has 
accused  me  of  these  crimes ;  but  as  there  are  other  witnesses,  as 
there  are  other  means  of  a  further  inquiry,  as  the  man  is  gone,  of 
whose  perjuries  I  might  have  reason  to  be  afraid,  let  us  now  go 
into  the  inquiry.  I  think  he  did  very  ill  not  to  go  into  the  inquiry 
when  the  man  was  alive ;  but  be  it  so,  that  he  was  afraid  of  him, 
and  waited  till  he  was  removed,  why  not  afterwards  go  into  such 
an  inquiry  ?  Why  not  go  into  an  inquiry  of  all  the  other 
peculations  and  charges  upon  him,  which  were  innumerable,  one  of 
which  I  have  just  mentioned  in  particular,  the  charge  of  Munny 
Begum — of  having  received  from  her,  or  her  adopted  son,  a  bribe 
of  40,000?.  I 

Is  it  fit  for  a  governor  to  say, — will  Mr.  Hastings  say  before  this 
august  assembly,  I  may  be  accused  in  a  court  of  justice,  I  am  upon 
my  defence,  let  all  charges  remain  against  me,  I  will  not  give  you 
an  account  ?  Is  it  fit  that  a  governor  should  sit  with  recorded 
bribery  upon  him  at  the  head  of  a  public  board,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  a  great  kingdom,  when  it  is  in  his  power  by  inquiry  to  do  it 
away  I  No — the  chastity  of  character  of  a  man  in  that  situation 
ought  to  be  as  dear  to  him  as  his  innocence.  Nay,  more  depended 
upon  it.  His  innocence  regarded  himself,  his  character  regarded 
the  public  justice,  regarded  his  authority,  and  the  respect  due  to 
the  English  in  that  country.  I  charge  it  upon  him,  that  not  only 
did  he  suppress  the  inquiry  to  the  best  of  his  power  (and  it  shall  be 
proved),  but  he  did  not  in  any  one  instance  endeavour  to  clear  off 
that  imputation  and  reproach  from  the  English  government.  He 
went  further,  he  never  denied  hardly  any  of  those  charges  at  the 
time.  They  are  so  numerous  that  I  cannot  be  positive ;  some  of 
them  he  might  meet  with  some  sort  of  denial,  but  the  tnost  part  he 
did  not. 
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The  first  thing  a  man  under  such  an  accusation  owes  to  the 
world  is  to  deny  the  charge;  next  to  put  it  to  the  proof;  and 
lastly  to  let  inquiry  freely  go  on.  He  did  not  permit  this,  but 
stopped  it  aU  in  his  power.  I  am  to  mention  some  exceptions, 
perhaps,  hereafter,  which  will  tend  to  fortify  the  principle  tenfold. 

He  promised,  indeed,  the  court  of  directors  (to  whom  he  never 
denied  the  facts)  a  fuU  and  liberal  explanation  of  these  transac- 
tions ;  which  fuU  and  liberal  explanation  he  never  gave.  Many 
years  passed ;  even  parliament  took  notice  of  it ;  and  he  never 
gave  them  a  liberal  explanation,  or  any  explanation  at  all,  of  them. 
A  man  may  say,  I  am  threatened  with  a  suit  in  a  court,  and  it 
may  be  very  disadvantageous  to  me,  if  I  disclose  my  defence. 
That  is  a  proper  answer  for  a  man  in  conunon  life,  who  has  no  par- 
ticular character  to  sustain ;  but  is  that  a  proper  answer  for  a 
governor  accused  of  bribery  ?  that  accusation  transmitted  to  his 
masters,  and  his  masters  giving  credit  to  it  ?  Good  God  !  is  that 
a  state  in  which  a  man  is  to  say,  I  am  upon  the  defensive  1  I  am 
on  my  guard  ?  I  wiU  give  you  no  satisfaction  I  I  have  promised  it, 
but  I  have  already  deferred  it  for  seven  or  eight  years  ?  Is  not  this 
tantamoimt  to  a  denial  ? 

Mr.  Hastings,  with  this  great  body  of  bribery  against  him,  was 
providentially  freed  from  Nundcomar,  one  of  his  accusers,  and,  as 
good  events  do  not  come  alone  (I  think  there  is  some  such 
proverb),  it  did  so  happen  that  all  the  rest,  or  a  great  many  of 
them,  ran  away.  But,  however,  the  recorded  evidence  of  the 
former  charges  continued ;  no  new  evidence  came  in ;  and  Mr. 
Hastings  enjoyed  that  happy  repose  which  branded  peculation, 
fixed  and  eternized  upon  the  records  of  the  company,  must  leave 
upon  a  mind  conscious  of  its  own  integrity. 

My  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say,  there  is  no  man  but  owes  some- 
thing to  his  character.  It  is  the  grace,  undoubtedly,  of  a  virtuous 
firm  mind  often  to  despise  common  vulgar  calumny ;  but  if  ever 
there  is  an  occasion  in  which  it  does  become  such  a  mind  to 
disprove  it,  it  is  the  case  of  being  charged  in  high  office  with 
pecuniary  malversation,  pecuniary  corruption.  There  is  no  case  in 
which  it  becomes  an  honest  man — ^much  less  a  great  man — ^to  leave 
upon  record  specific  charges  against  him  of  corruption  in  his 
government  without  taking  any  one  step  whatever  to  refute  them. 

Though  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  step  to  refute  the  charges,  he 
took  many  steps  to  punish  the  authors  of  them  ;  and  those  miser- 
able people  who  had  the  folly  to  make  complaints  against  Mr. 
Hastings,  to  make  them  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, under  every  sanction  of  public  faith,  yet,  in  consequence  of 
those  charges,  every  person  concerned  in  them  has  been,  as  your 
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lordships  will  see,  since  his  restoration  to  power,  absolutely  undone ; 
brought  from  the  highest  situation  to  the  lowest  misery  ;  so  that 
they  may  have  good  reason  to  repent  they  ever  trusted  an  English 
council,  that  they  ever  trusted  a  court  of  directors,  that  they  ever 
trusted  an  English  act  of  parliament,  that  they  ever  dared  to  make 
their  complaints. 

And  here  I  charge  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  that  by  never  taking  a 
single  step  to  defeat  or  detect  the  falsehood  of  any  of  those  charges 
against  him,  and  by  punishing  the  authors  of  them,  he  has  been 
guilty  of  such  a  subversion  of  all  the  principles  of  British  govern- 
ment as  will  deserve,  and  will  I  dare  say  meet,  your  lordships'  most 
severe  animadversion. 

In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  we  find  a  sort  of  pause  in  his  pecu- 
lations, a  sort  of  gap  in  the  history,  as  if  pages  were  torn  out.  No 
longer  we  meet  with  the  same  activity  in  taking  money  that  was 
before  found ;  not  even  a  trace  of  complimentary  presents  is  to  be 
found  in  the  records  during  the  time  whilst  General  Clavering, 
Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  formed  the  majority  of  the 
council.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  kind  of  truce  with  that  sort 
of  conduct  for  a  while,  and  Mr.  Hastings  rested  upon  his  arms. 
However,  the  very  moment  Mr.  Hastings  returned  to  power,  pecu- 
lation began  again  just  at  the  same  instant ;  the  moment  we  find 
him  free  from  the  compulsion  and  terror  of  a  majority  of  persons 
otherwise  disposed  than  himself,  we  find  him  at  his  peculation 
again. 

My  lords,  at  this  time  very  serious  inquiries  had  begun  in  the 
House  of  Commons  concerning  peculation.  They  did  not  go 
directly  to  Bengal,  but  they  began  upon  the  coast  of  Ooromandel, 
and  with  the  principal  governors  there.  There  was,  however,  an 
universal  opinion  (and  justly  founded)  that  these  inquiries  would  go 
to  far  greater  lengths.  Mr.  Hastings  was  resolved  then  to  change 
the  whole  course  and  order  of  his  proceeding.  Nothing  could  per- 
suade him  upon  any  account  to  lay  aside  his  system  of  bribery  ; 
that  he  was  resolved  to  persevere  in.  The  point  was  now  to  recon- 
cile it  with  his  safety.  The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  attempt  to 
conceal  it ;  and  accordingly  we  find  him  depositing  very  great  sums 
of  money  in  the  public  treasury  through  the  means  of  the  two 
persons  I  have  already  mentioned,  namely,  the  deputy-treasurer  and 
the  accountant,  paying  them  in  and  taking  bonds  for  them  as 
money  of  his  own,  and  bearing  legal  interest. 

This  was  his  method  of  endeavouring  to  conceal  some  at  least  of 
his  bribes ;  (for  I  would  not  suggest,  nor  have  your  lordships  to 
think,  that  I  believe  that  these  were  his  only  bribes  ;  for  there  is 
reason  to  think  there  was  an  infinite  number  besides ;)  but  it  did 


406  IMPEACHMENT   OF   WARREN   HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

SO  happen,  that  they  were  those  bribes  which  he  thought  might  be 
discovered,  some  of  which  he  knew  were  discovered,  and  all  of 
which  he  knew  might  become  the  subject  of  a  parliamentary 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Hastings  said,  he  might  have  concealed  them  for  ever. 
Every  one  knows  the  facility  of  concealing  corrupt  transactions 
every  where,  in  India  particularly.  But  this  is  by  himself  proved 
not  to  be  universally  true,  at  least  not  to  be  true  in  his  own  opinion. 
For  he  tells  you,  in'  his  letter  from  Cheltenham,  that  he  would  have 
concealed  the  nabob's  100,000?.,  but  that  the  magnitude  rendered 
it  easy  of  discovery.  He,  therefore,  avows  an  intention  of  con- 
cealment. 

But  it  happens  here  very  singularly,  that  this  sum,  which  his 
fears  of  discovery  by  others  obliged  him  to  discover  Mmgelf,  happens 
to  be  one  of  those  of  which  no  trace  whatsoever  appears,  except 
merely  from  the  operation  of  his  own  apprehensions.  There  is  no 
collateral  testimony ;  Middleton  knew  nothing  of  it ;  Anderson 
knew  nothing  of  it.  It  was  not  directly  communicated  to  the 
faithful  Larkins,  or  the  trusty  Croftes — which  proves,  indeed,  the 
facility  of  concealment.  The  fact  is,  you  find  the  application  always 
upon  the  discovery.  But  concealment  or  discovery  is  a  thing  of 
accident. 

The  bribes,  which  I  have  hitherto  brought  before  your  lordships, 
belong  to  the  first  period  of  his  bribery,  before  he  thought  of  the 
doctrine  on  which  he  has  since  defended  it.  There  are  many  other 
bribes,  which  we  charge  him  with  having  received  during  this  first 
period,  before  an  improving  conversation  and  close  virtuous  con- 
nexion with  great  lawyers  had  taught  him  how  to  practise  bribes  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  defy  detection,  and  instead  of  punishment  to 
plead  merit.  I  am  not  bound  to  find  order  and  consistency  in 
guilt :  his  is  the  reign  of  disorder.  The  order  of  the  proceeding,  as 
far  as  I  am  able  to  trace  such  a  scene  of  prevarication,  direct  fraud, 
falsehood,  and  falsification  of  the  public  accounts,  was  this. — From 
bribes  he  knew  he  could  never  abstain  ;  and  his  then  precarious 
situation  made  him  the  more  rapacious.  He  knew  that  a  few  of 
his  former  bribes  had  been  discovered,  declared,  recorded  ;  and  that 
for  the  moment,  indeed,  he  was  secure,  because  all  informers  had 
been  punished,  and  all  concealers  rewarded.  He  expected  hourly 
a  total  change  in  the  council ;  and  that  men  like  Clavering  and 
Monson  might  be  again  joined  to  Francis;  that  some  great 
avenger  should  arise  from  their  ashes — '■'■  Exoriare  aliquis  nostris  ex 
ossibus  ulior" — and  that  a  more  severe  investigation,  and  an 
infinitely  more  full  display,  would  be  made  of  his  robbery,  than 
hitherto  had  been  done.     He  therefore  began  in  the  agony  of  his 
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guilt  to  cast  about  for  some  device  by  which  he  might  continue  his 
offence,  if  possible,  with  impunity, — and  possibly  make  a  merit  of  it. 
He  therefore  first  carefully  perused  the  act  of  parliament  forbidding 
bribery,  and  his  old  covenant  engaging  him  not  to  receive  presents. 
And  here  he  was  more  successful  than  upon  former  occasions.  If 
ever  an  act  was  studiously  and  carefully  framed  to  prevent  bribery, 
it  is  the  law  of  the  1.3th  of  the  king,  which  he  well  observes  admits 
no  latitudes  of  construction,  no  subterfuge,  no  escape,  no  evasion. 
Yet  has  he  found  a  defence  of  his  crimes  even  in  the  very  provisions 
which  were  made  for  their  prevention  and  their  punishment. 
Besides  the  penalty  which  belongs  to  every  informer,  the  East 
India  Company  was  invested  with  a  fiction  of  property  in  aU  such 
bribes,  in  order  to  drag  them  with  more  facility  out  of  the  corrupt 
hands  which  held  them.  The  covenant,  with  an  exception  of  100^., 
and  the  act  of  parliament,  without  any  exception,  declared,  that  the 
governor-general  and  council  should  receive  no  presents  for  their 
own  use.  He  therefore  concluded  that  the  system  of  bribery  and 
extortion  might  be  clandestinely  and  safely  carried  on,  provided  the 
party  taking  the  bribes  had  an  inward  intention  and  mental  reser- 
vation that  they  should  be  privately  applied  to  the  company's 
service  in  any  way  the  briber  should  think  fit ;  and  that  on  many 
occasions  this  would  prove  the  best  method  of  supply  for  the 
exigencies  of  their  service. 

He  accordingly  formed,  or  pretended  to  form,  a  private  bribe 
exchequer,  collateral  with,  and  independent  of,  the  company's  public 
exchequer  ;  though  in  some  cases  administered  by  those  whom  for 
his  purposes  he  had  placed  in  the  regular  official  department.  It  is 
no  wonder  that  he  has  taken  to  himself  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
merit.  For  surely  such  an  invention  of  finance  I  believe  never  was 
heard  of, — an  exchequer,  wherein  extortion  was  the  accessor,  fraud 
the  cashier,  confusion  the  accountant,  concealment  the  reporter, 
and  oblivion  the  remembrancer :  in  short,  such  as  I  believe  no  man, 
but  one  driven  by  guilt  into  frenzy,  could  ever  have  dreamed  of. 

He  treats  the  official  and  regular  directors  with  just  contempt, 
as  a  parcel  of  mean,  mechanical  book-keepers.  He  is  an  eccentric 
book-keeper,  a  Pindaric  accountant.  I  have  heard  of  "  the  poefs 
eye  in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling."  Here  was  a  revenue,  exacted  from 
whom  he  pleased,  at  what  times  he  pleased,  in  what  proportions  he 
pleased,  through  what  persons  he  pleased,  by  what  means  he 
pleased,  to  be  accounted  for  or  not,  at  his  discretion,  and  to  be 
applied  to  what  service  he  thought  proper.  I  do  beheve  your  lord- 
ships stand  astonished  at  this  scheme,  and  indeed  I  should  be  very 
loath  to  venture  to  state  such  a  scheme  at  all,  however  I  might 
have  credited  it  myself,  to  any  sober  ears,  if,  in  his  defence  before 
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the  House  of  Commons  and  before  the  Lords,  he  had  not  directly 
admitted  the  fact  of  taking  the  bribes  or  forbidden  presents,  and 
had  not  in  those  defences,  and  much  more  fully  in  his  correspond- 
ence with  the  directors,  admitted  the  fact,  and  justified  it  upon 
these  very  principles. 

As  this  is  a  thing  so  unheard  of  and  unexampled  in  the  world,  I 
shall  first  endeavour  to  account,  as  well  as  I  can,  for  his  motives  to 
it,  which  your  lordships  will  receive  or  reject,  just  as  you  shall  find 
them  tally  with  the*  evidence  before  you.  I  say,  his  motives  to  it ; 
because  I  contend  that  public  valid  reasons  for  it,  he  could  have 
none :  and  the  idea  of  making  the  corruption  of  the  governor- 
general  a  resource  to  the  company  never  did  or  could  for  a  moment 
enter  into  his  thoughts.  I  shall  then  take  notice  of  the  juridical 
constructions,  upon  which  he  justifies  his  acting  in  this  extraordi- 
nary manner.  And  lastly,  show  you  the  concealments,  prevarica^ 
tions,  and  falsehoods,  with  which  he  endeavours  to  cover  it.  Because 
wherever  you  find  a  concealment  you  make  a  discovery.  Accounts 
of  money  received  and  paid  ought  to  be  regular  and  official. 

He  wrote  over  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  there  were  certain 
sums  of  money  he  had  received,  and  which  were  not  his  own,  but 
that  he  had  received  them  for  their  use.  By  this  time  his  inter- 
course with  gentlemen  of  the  law  became  more  considerable  than  it 
had  been  before.  When  first  attacked  for  presents,  he  never  denied 
the  receipt  of  them,  or  pretended  to  say  they  were  for  public  pur- 
poses ;  but  upon  looking  more  into  the  covenants,  and  probably 
with  better  legal  advice,  he  found  that  no  money  could  be  legally 
received  for  his  own  use ;  but  as  these  bribes  were  directly  given 
and  received,  as  for  his  own  use,  yet  (says  he)  there  was  an  inward 
destination  of  them  in  my  own  mind  to  your  benefit,  and  to  yoiu- 
benefit  have  I  apphed  them. 

Now  here  is  a  new  system  of  bribery,  contrary  to  law,  very 
ingenious  in  the  contrivance,  but,  I  beUeve,  as  unlikely  to  produce 
its  intended  effect  upon  the  mind  of  man,  as  any  pretence  that  was 
ever  used.  Here  Mr.  Hastings  changes  his  ground.  Before  he 
was  accused  as  a  peculator ;  he  did  not  deny  the  fact ;  he  did  not 
refund  the  money  ;  he  fought  it  off";  he  stood  upon  the  defensive, 
and  used  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  inquiry.  That 
was  the  first  era  of  his  corruption,  a  bold,  ferocious,  plain,  down- 
right use  of  power.  In  the  second,  he  is  grown  a  little  more 
careful  and  guarded, — the  effect  of  subtilty.  He  appears  no  longer 
as  a  defendant,  he  holds  himself  up  with  a  firm,  dignified,  and  erect 
countenance,  and  says,  I  am  not  here  any  longer  as  a  delinquent,  a 
receiver  of  bribes,  to  be  punished  for  what  I  have  done  wrong,  or 
at  least  to  suffer  in  my  character  for  it.     No,  I  am  a  great  inventive 
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genius,  who  have  gone  out  of  all  the  ordinary  roads  of  finance,  have 
made  great  discoveries  in  the  unknown  regions  of  that  science,  and 
have  for  the  first  time  established  the  corruption  of  the  supreme 
magistrate  as  a  principle  of  resource  to  government. 

There  are  crimes,  undoubtedly,  of  great  magnitude,  naturally 
fitted  to  create  horror,  and  that  loudly  call  for  punishment,  that 
have  yet  no  idea  of  turpitude  annexed  to  them ;  but  unclean  hands, 
bribery,  venality,  and  peculation  are  offences  of  turpitude,  such  as, 
in  a  governor,  at  once  debase  the  person,  and  degrade  the  govern- 
ment itself,  making  it  not  only  horrible,  but  vile  and  contemptible 
in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind.  In  this  humiliation  and  abjectness  of 
guilt,  he  comes  here  not  as  a  criminal  on  his  defence,  but  as  a  vast 
fertile  genius,  who  has  made  astonishing  discoveries  in  the  art  of 
government; — '■'■  Dicam  insigne,  recens,  alio  indictum  ore'^ — who,  by 
his  flaming  zeal  and  the  prolific  ardour  and  energy  of  his  mind  has 
boldly  dashed  out  of  the  common  path,  and  served  his  country  by 
new  and  untrodden  ways ;  and  now  he  generously  communicates  for 
the  benefit  of  all  future  governors,  and  all  future  governments,  the 
grand  arcanum  of  his  long  and  toilsome  researches.  He  is  the  first, 
but  if  we  do  not  take  good  care,  he  will  not  be  the  last,  that  has 
established  the  corruption  of  the  supreme  magistrates  among  the 
settled  resources  of  the  state  ;  and  he  leaves  this  principle  as  a 
bountiful  donation,  as  the  richest  deposit  that  ever  was  made  in  the 
treasury  of  Bengal.  He  claims  glory  and  renown  from  that  by 
which  every  other  person  since  the  beginning  of  time  has  been  dis- 
honoured and  disgraced.  It  has  been  said  of  an  ambassador,  that 
he  is  a  person  employed  to  tell  lies  for  the  advantage  of  the  court 
that  sends  him.  His  is  patriotic  bribery,  and  public-spirited  cor- 
ruption. He  is  a  peculator  for  the  good  of  his  country.  It  has 
been  said,  that  private  vices  are  public  benefits.  He  goes  the  full 
length  of  that  position,  and  turns  his  private  peculation  into  a 
public  good.  This  is  what  you  are  to  thank  him  for.  You  are  to 
consider  him  as  a  great  inventor  upon  this  occasion.  Mr.  Hastings 
improves  on  this  principle.  He  is  a  robber  in  gross,  and  a  thief  in 
detail ;  he  steals,  he  filches,  he  plunders,  he  oppresses,  he  extorts, 
— all  for  the  good  of  the  dear  East  India  Company, — all  for  the 
advantage  of  his  honoured  masters  the  proprietors, — all  in  gratitude 
to  the  dear  perfidious  court  of  directors,  who  have  been  in  a  practice 
to  heap  "  insults  on  his  person,  slanders  on  his  character,  and  indig- 
nities on  his  station ;  who  never  had  the  confidence  in  him  that 
they  had  in  the  meanest  of  his  predecessors." 

If  you  sanction  this  practice,  if,  after  all  you  have  exacted  from 
the  people  by  your  taxes  and  public  imposts,  you  are  to  let  loose 
your  servants  upon  them,  to  extort  by  bribery  and  peculation  what 
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they  can  from  them,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  it  to  the  public 
service  only  whenever  they  please, — this  shocking  consequence  will 
follow  from  it.  If  your  governor  is  discovered  in  taking  a  bribe,  he 
will  say,  what  Ls  that  to  you  ?  mind  your  own  business,  I  intend  it 
for  the  public  service.  The  man  who  dares  to  accuse  him,  loses 
the  favour  of  the  governor-general  and  the  India  Company.  They 
will  say,  the  governor  has  been  doing  a  meritorious  action,  extorting 
bribes  for  our  benefit,  and  you  have  the  impudence  to  think  of  pro- 
secuting him.  So  ttiat  the  moment  the  bribe  is  detected,  it  is 
instantly  turned  into  a  merit ;  and  we  shall  prove  that  this  is  the 
case  with  Mr.  Hastings,  whenever  a  bribe  has  been  discovered. 

I  am  now  to  inform  your  lordships  that,  when  he  made  these 
great  discoveries  to  the  court  of  directors,  he  never  tells  them  who 
gave  him  the  money ;  upon  what  occasion  he  received  it ;  by  what 
hands ;  or  to  what  purposes  he  apphed  it. 

When  he  can  himself  give  no  account  of  his  motives,  and  even 
declares  that  he  cannot  assign  any  cause,  I  am  authorized  and 
required  to  find  motives  for  him, — corrupt  motives  for  a  corrupt 
act.  There  is  no  one  capital  act  of  his  administration  that  did  not 
strongly  imply  corruption.  When  a  man  is  known  to  be  free  from 
all  imputation  of  taking  money,  and  it  becomes  an  established  part 
of  his  character,  the  errors,  or  even  crimes,  of  his  administration 
ought  to  be,  and  are  in  general,  traced  to  other  sources.  You 
know  it  is  a  maxim.  But  once  convict  a  man  of  bribery  in  any 
instance,  and  once  by  direct  evidence,  and  you  are  furnished  with 
a  rule  of  irresistible  presumption,  that  every  other  irregular  act, 
by  which  unlawful  gain  may  arise,  is  done  upon  the  same  corrupt 
motive.  Semel  malus  prcesumitur  semper  malus.  As  for  good  acts, 
candour,  charity,  justice,  oblige  me  not  to  assign  evil  motives, 
unless  they  serve  some  scandalous  purpose,  or  terminate  in  some 
manifest  evil  end ;  so  justice,  reason,  and  common  sense  compel  me 
to  suppose  that  wicked  acts  have  been  done  upon  motives  corre- 
spondent to  their  nature.  Otherwise  I  reverse  all  the  principles 
of  judgment,  which  can  guide  the  human  mind,  and  accept  even 
the  symptoms,  the  marks  and  criteria  of  guilt,  as  presumptions  of 
innocence.  One  that  confounds  good  and  evil,  is  an  enemy  to  the 
good. 

His  conduct  upon  these  occasions  may  be  thought  irrational. 
But,  thank  God,  guilt  was  never  a  rational  thing;  it  distorts  all 
the  faculties  of  the  mind ;  it  perverts  them ;  it  leaves  a  man  no 
longer  in  the  free  use  of  his  reason  ;  it  puts  him  into  confusion. 
He  has  recourse  to  such  miserable  and  absurd  expedients  for 
covering  his  guilt,  as  all  those  who  are  used  to  sit  in  the  seat  of 
judgment  know  have  been  the  cause  of  detection  of  half  the  villanies 
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in  the  world.  To  argue  that  these  could  not  be  his  reasons, 
because  they  were  not  wise,  sound,  and  substantial,  would  be  to 
suppose  what  is  not  true,  that  bad  men  were  always  discreet  and 
able.  But  I  can  very  well  from  the  circumstances  discover  motives 
which  may  affect  a  giddy,  superficial,  shattered,  guilty,  anxious, 
restless  mind,  full  of  the  weak  resources  of  fraud,  craft,  and  in- 
trigue, that  might  induce  him  to  make  these  discoveries,  and  to 
make  them  in  the  manner  he  has  done.  Not  rational,  and  well- 
fitted  for  their  purposes,  I  am  very  ready  to  admit.  For  God 
forbid  that  guilt  should  ever  leave  a  man  the  free  undisturbed  use 
of  his  faculties  !  For,  as  guilt  never  rose  from  a  true  use  of  our 
rational  faculties,  so  it  is  very  frequently  subversive  of  them. 
God  forbid  that  prudence,  the  first  of  all  the  virtues,  as  well  as  the 
supreme  director  of  them  all,  should  ever  be  employed  in  the  service 
of  any  of  the  vices ! — No,  it  takes  the  lead,  and  is  never  found 
where  justice  does  not  accompany  it ;  and,  if  ever  it  is  attempted 
to  bring  it  into  the  service  of  the  vices,  it  immediately  subverts 
their  cause.  It  tends  to  their  discovery,  and,  I  hope  and  trust, 
finally  to  their  utter  ruin  and  destruction. 

In  the  first  place,  I  am  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the 
accounts  he  has  given  of  one  of  these  sums  of  money  are  totally 
false  and  contradictory.  Now  there  is  not  a  stronger  presumption, 
nor  can  one  want  more  reason,  to  judge  a  transaction  fraudulent, 
than  that  the  accounts  given  of  it  are  contradictory ;  and  he  has 
given  three  accounts  utterly  irreconcilable  with  each  other.  He 
is  asked,  How  came  you  to  take  bonds  for  this  money,  if  it  was 
not  your  own  ?  How  came  you  to  vitiate  and  corrupt  the  state 
of  the  company's  records,  and  to  state  yourself  a  lender  to  the 
company,  when  in  reality  you  was  their  debtor  ?  His  answer  was, 
I  really  cannot  tell ;  I  have  forgot  my  reasons  ;  the  distance  of 
time  is  so  great  (namely,  a  time  of  about  two  years  or  not  so  long), 
I  cannot  give  an  account  of  the  matter  ;  perhaps  I  had  this  motive, 
perhaps  I  had  another ;  (but  what  is  the  most  curious,)  perhaps  I 
had  none  at  aU  which  I  can  now  recollect.  You  shall  heaf  the 
account  which  Mr.  Hastings  himself  gives,  his  own  fraudulent 
representation  of  these  corrupt  transactions.  "  For  my  motives 
for  withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
council,  or  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  for  taking  bonds  for  part 
of  these  sums,  and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  on 
my  own  account,  I  have  generally  accounted  in  my  letter  to  the 
honourable  the  court  of  directors  of  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  namely, 
that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  public  curiosity 
by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any 
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studied  design,  which  my  memory,  at  that  distance  of  time,  could 
verify ;  and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the 
same  means  with  the  rest.  It  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should 
be  able  to  give  a  more  correct  explanation  of  my  intentions  after  a 
lapse  of  three  years,  having  declared  at  the  time  that  many  par- 
ticulars had  escaped  my  remembrance  ;  neither  shall  I  attempt  to 
add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  of  the  facts  implied  in  that 
report  of  them,  and  such  inferences  as  necessarily,  or  with  a  strong 
probabihty,  follow  them." 

My  lords,  you  see  as  to  any  direct  explanation,  that  he  fairly  gives 
it  up :  he  has  used  artifice  and  stratagem,  which  he  knows  will  not 
do ;  and  at  last  attempts  to  cover  the  treachery  of  his  conduct  by 
the  treachery  of  his  memory.  Frequent  applications  were  made  to 
Mr.  Hastings  upon  this  article  from  the  company — gentle  hints, 
gemitus  columboe — rather  little  amorous  complaints  that  he  was  not 
more  open  and  communicative ;  but  all  these  gentle  insinuations  were 
never  able  to  draw  from  him  any  further  account  till  he  came  to 
England.  When  he  came  here  he  left  not  only  his  memory,  but  all 
his  notes  and  references,  behind  in  India.  When  in  India  the  com- 
pany could  get  no  account  of  them,  because  he  himself  was  not  in 
England ;  and  when  he  was  in  England,  they  could  get  no  account, 
because  his  papers  were  in  India.  He  then  sends  over  to  Mr. 
Larkins  to  give  that  account  of  his  affairs,  which  he  wfis  not  able 
to  give  himself.  Observe,  here  is  a  man  taking  money  privately, 
corruptly,  and  which  was  to  be  sanctified  by  the  future  application 
of  it,  taking  false  securities  to  cover  it ;  and  who,  when  called  upon 
to  tell  whom  he  got  the  money  from,  for  what  ends,  and  on  what 
occasion,  neither  will  teU  in  India,  nor  can  teU  in  England,  but 
sends  for  such  an  account  as  he  has  thought  proper  to  furnish. 

I  am  now  to  bring  before  you  an  account  of  what  I  think  much 
the  most  serious  part  of  the  effects  of  his  system  of  bribery,  cor- 
ruption, and  peculation.  My  lords,  I  am  to  state  to  you  the 
astonishing  and  almost  incredible  means  he  made  use  of  to  lay  all  the 
country  under  contribution,  to  bring  the  whole  into  such  dejection 
as  should  put  his  bribes  out  of  the  way  of  discovery.  Such  another 
example  of  boldness  and  contrivance  I  believe  the  world  cannot 
furnish. 

I  have  already  shown  amongst  the  mass  of  his  corruptions,  that 
he  let  the  whole  of  the  lands  to  farm  to  the  banyans.  Next,  that 
he  sold  the  whole  Mahommedan  government  of  that  country  to  a 
woman.  This  was  bold  enough,  one  should  think ;  but  veithout 
entering  into  the  circumstances  of  the  revenue  change  in  1 772,  I 
am  to  tell  your  lordships,  that  he  had  appointed  six  provincial 
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councils,  each  consisting  of  many  members,  who  had  the  ordinary 
administration  of  civil  justice  in  that  country,  and  the  whole  business 
of  the  collection  of  the  revenues. 

These  provincial  councils  accounted  to  the  governor-general  and 
council,  who  in  the  revenue  department  had  the  whole  management, 
control,  and  regulation  of  the  revenue.  Mr.  Hastings  did  in  several 
papers  to  the  court  of  directors  declare,  that  the  establishment  of 
these  provincial  councils,  which  at  first  he  stated  only  as  experi- 
mental, had  proved  useful  in  the  experiment.  And  on  that  use,  and 
upon  that  experiment,  he  had  sent  even  the  plan  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, to  have  it  confirmed  with  the  last  and  most  sacred  authority 
of  this  country.  The  court  of  directors  desired,  that  if  he  thought 
any  other  method  more  proper,  he  would  send  it  to  them  for  their 
approbation. 

Thus  the  whole  face  of  the  British  government,  the  whole  of  its 
order  and  constitution  remained  from  1772  to  1781. — He  had  got 
rid  some  time  before  this  period,  by  death,  of  General  Olavering ;  by 
death,  of  Colonel  Monson;  and  by  vexation  and  persecution,  and  his 
consequent  dereliction  of  authority,  he  had  shaken  off  Mr.  Francis. 
The  whole  council  consisting  only  of  himself  and  Mr.  Wheler,  he 
having  the  casting  vote,  was  in  efiect  the  whole  council ;  and  if  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  principle,  decency,  and  decorum  rendered  it 
improper  for  him  to  do  any  extraordinary  acts  without  the  sanction 
of  the  court  of  directors,  that  was  the  time.  Mr.  Wheler  was 
taken  off,  despair  perhaps  rendering  the  man,  who  had  been  in  oppo- 
sition futilely  before,  compilable.  The  man  is  dead.  He  certainly 
did  not  oppose  him ;  if  he  had,  it  would  have  been  in  vain.  But 
those  very  circumstances,  which  rendered  it  atrocious  in  Mr. 
Hastings  to  make  any  change,  induced  him  to  make  this.  He 
thought  that  a  moment's  time  was  not  to  be  lost,  that  other 
colleagues  might  come  where  he  might  be  overpowered  by  a 
majority  again,  and  not  able  to  pursue  his  corrupt  plans.  There- 
fore he  was  resolved, — your  lordships  will  remark  the  whole  of  this 
most  daring  and  systematic  plan  of  bribery  and  peculation, — he 
resolved  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  his  council  in  future  to  check 
or  control  him  in  any  of  his  evil  practices. 

The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  form  an  ostensible  council  at  Calcutta, 
for  the  management  of  the  revenues,  which  was  not  effectually  bound 
except  it  thought  fit,  to  make  any  reference  to  the  supreme  council. 
He  delegated  to  them — that  is,  to  four  covenanted  servants — those 
functions,  which  by  act  of  parliament  and  the  company's  orders 
were  to  be  exercised  by  the  council-general ;  he  delegated  to  four 
gentlemen,  creatures  of  his  own,  his  own  powers,  but  he  laid  them 
out  to  good  interest.     It  appears  odd,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of 
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a  governor-general,  so  jealous  of  his  power  as  he  is  known  to  be,  as 
soon  as  he  had  all  the  power  in  his  own  hands,  should  be  to  put  all 
the  revenues  out  of  his  own  control.  This  upon  the  first  view  is 
an  extraordinary  proceeding.  His  next  step  was,  without  apprizing 
the  court  of  directors  of  his  intention,  or  without  having  given  an 
idea  of  any  such  intention  to  his  colleagues  while  alive,  either  those 
who  died  in  India,  or  those  who  afterwards  returned  to  Europe,  in 
one  day,  in  a  moment,  to  annihilate  the  whole  authority  of  the  provin- 
cial councils,  and  delegate  the  whole  power  to  these  four  gentlemen. 
These  four  gentlemen  had  for  their  secretary  an  agent  given  them 
by  Mr.  Hastings;  a  name  that  you  will  often  hear  of — a  name,  at  the 
sound  of  which  all  India  turns  pale — the  most  wicked — the  most 
atrocious — the  boldest — the  most  dexterous  villain,  that  ever  the 
rank  servitude  of  that  country  has  produced.  My  lords,  I  am 
speaking  with  the  most  assured  freedom,  because  there  never  was  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  there  never  was  a  foe  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
there  never  was  any  human  person,  that  ever  differed  on  this  occa- 
sion, or  expressed  any  other  idea  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  the  friend 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  whom  he  entrusted  with  this  important  post. 
But  you  shall  hear,  from  the  account  given  by  themselves,  what 
the  council  thought  of  their  functions,  of  their  efficiency  for  the 
charge,  and  in  whose  hands  that  efficiency  reaUy  was.  I  beg,  hope, 
and  trust,  that  your  lordships  wiU  learn  from  the  persons  them- 
selves, who  were  appointed  to  execute  the  office,  their  opinion  of 
the  real  execution  of  it,  in  order  that  you  may  judge  of  the  plan,  for 
which  he  destroyed  the  whole  English  administration  in  India. 
"The  committee  must  have  a  dewan,  or  executive  officer,  call  him  by 
what  name  you  please.  This  man,  in  fact,  has  all  the  revenue,  paid  at 
the  presidency,  at  his  disposal,  and  can,  if  he  has  any  abilities,  bring 
all  the  renters  under  contribution.  It  is  Uttle  advantage  to  restrain 
the  committee  themselves  from  bribery  or  corruption,  when  their 
executive  officer  has  the  power  of  practising  both  undetected. 

"  To  display  the  arts  employed  by  a  native  on  such  occasions 
would  fill  a  volume.  He  discovers  the  secret  resources  of  the 
zemindars  and  renters,  their  enemies  and  competitors  ;  and  by  the 
engines  of  hope  and  fear,  raLsed  upon  these  foundations,  he  can  work 
them  to  his  purpose.  The  committee  with  the  best  intentions,  best 
abilities,  and  steadiest  application,  must  after  all  be  a  tool  in  the 
hands  of  their  dewan." 

Your  lordships  see  what  the  opinion  of  the  council  was  of  their 
own  constitution.  You  see  for  what  it  was  made.  You  see  for 
what  purposes  the  great  revenue  tru-st  was  taken  from  the  council- 
general,  from  the  supreme  government.  You  see  for  what  purposes 
the  executive  power  was  destroyed.     You  have  it  from  one  of  the 
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gentlemen  of  this  commission,  at  first  four  in  number,  and  after- 
wards five,  who  was  the  most  active  efficient  member  of  it.  You 
see  it  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  being  a  tool  in  the  hands  of 
Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  that  integrity,  ability,  and  vigilance,  could 
avail  nothing ;  that  the  whole  country  might  be  laid  under  contribu- 
tion by  this  man,  and  that  he  could  thus  practise  bribery  with 
impunity.  Thus  your  lordships  see  the  delegation  of  all  the  autho- 
rity of  the  country,  above  and  below,  is  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  to 
this  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  The  screen,  the  veil  spread  before  this 
transaction,  is  torn  open  by  the  very  people  themselves,  who  are 
the  tools  in  it.  They  confess  they  can  do  nothing ;  they  know  they 
are  instruments  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  and  Mr.  Hast- 
ings uses  his  name  and  authority  to  make  them  such  in  the  hands 
of  the  basest,  the  wickedest,  the  corruptest,  the  most  audacious  and 
atrocious  villain  ever  heard  of.  It  is  to  him  all  the  English  authority 
is  sacrificed,  and  four  gentlemen  are  appointed  to  be  his  tools  and 
instruments. — Tools  and  instruments  for  what  ?  They  themselves 
state,  that  if  he  has  the  inclination,  he  has  the  power  and  ability  to 
lay  the  whole  country  under  contribution,  that  he  enters  into  the 
most  minute  secrets  of  every  individual  in  it,  gets  into  the  bottom 
of  their  family  affairs,  and  has  a  power  totally  to  subvert  and  destroy 
them ;  and  we  shall  show  upon  that  head,  that  he  well  fulfilled  the 
purposes  for  which  he  was  appointed.  Did  Mr.  Hastings  pretend 
to  say,  that  he  destroyed  the  provincial  councils  for  their  corrupt- 
ness or  insufficiency,  when  he  dissolved  them  ?  No  : — he  says  he 
has  no  objection  to  their  competency,  no  charge  to  make  against 
their  conduct,  but  that  he  has  destroyed  them  for  his  new  arrange- 
ment ?  And  what  is  his  new  arrangement  ?  Gunga  Govin  Sing. 
Forty  English  gentlemen  were  removed  from  their  offices  by 
that  change.  Mr.  Hastings  did  it,  however,  very  economically ; 
for  all  these  gentlemen  were  instantly  put  upon  pensions,  and 
consequently  burdened  the  establishment  with  a  new  charge. 
Well,  but  the  new  council  was  formed  and  constituted  upon  a 
very  economical  principle  also.  These  five  gentlemen,  you  will 
have  it  in  proof,  with  the  necessary  expenses  of  their  office,  were 
a  charge  of  62,000^.  a  year  upon  the  estabhshment.  But  for  great, 
eminent,  capital  services,  62,000^.,  though  a  much  larger  sum 
than  what  was  thought  fit  to  be  allowed  for  the  members  of  the 
supreme  council  itself,  may  be  admitted.  I  will  pass  it.  It  shall  be 
granted  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  these  pensions,  though  they  created 
a  new  burden  on  the  establishment,  were  all  well  disposed,  provided 
the  council  did  their  duty.  But  you  have  heard  what  they  say 
themselves — they  are  not  there  put  to  do  any  duty,  they  can  do  no 
duty,  their  abilities,  their  integrity  avail  them  nothing,  they  are 
tools  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing.     Mr.  Hastings  then  has 
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loaded  the  revenue  with  62,000/.  a  year  to  make  Gunga  Grovin  Sing 
master  of  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa.  What  must 
the  thing  to  be  moved  be,  vchen  the  machinery,  when  the  necessary 
tools  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing  have  cost  62,000Z.  a  year  to  the  com- 
pany ?  There  it  is — it  is  not  my  representation — ^not  the  represen- 
tation of  observant  strangers,  of  good  and  decent  people,  that 
understand  the  nature  of  that  service,  but  the  opinion  of  the  tools 
themselves. 

Now,  did  Mr.  Hastings  employ  Gunga  Govin  Sing  v^thout  a 
knowledge  of  his  character?  His  character  was  known  to  Mr, 
Hastings :  it  was  recorded  long  before,  when  he  was  turned  out  of 
another  office.  During  my  long  residence,  says  he,  in  this  country, 
this  is  the  first  time  I  heard  of  the  character  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing 
being  infamous.  No  information  I  have  received,  though  I  have 
heard  many  people  speak  ill  of  him,  ever  pointed  to  any  particular 
act  of  infamy  committed  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  I  have  no  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  What  I  understand  of  his 
character  has  been  from  Europeans  as  well  as  natives.  After — 
"  he  had  many  enemies  at  the  time  he  was  proposed  to  be  employed 
in  the  company's  service,  and  not  one  advocate  among  the  natives  who 
had  immediate  access  to  myself.  I  think,  therefore,  if  his  character 
had  been  such  as  has  been  described,  the  knowledge  of  it  could 
hardly  have  failed  to  have  been  ascertained  to  me  by  the  specific 
facts.  I  have  heard  him  loaded,  as  I  have  many  others,  with 
general  reproaches,  but  have  never  heard  any  one  express  a  doubt 
of  Ms  abilities!'''  Now,  if  any  thing  in  the  world  should  induce  you 
to  put  the  whole  trust  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  both  above  and 
below,  into  the  hands  of  a  single  man,  and  to  delegate  to  him  the 
whole  jurisdiction  of  the  country,  it  must  he  that  he  either  wa-s,  or 
at  least  was  reputed  to  be  a  man  of  integrity.  ]Mr.  Hastings  does 
not  pretend  that  he  is  reputed  to  be  a  man  of  integrity.  He  knew 
that  he  was  not  able  to  contradict  the  charge  brought  against  him ; 
and  that  he  had  been  turned  out  of  office  by  his  colleagues,  for  reasons 
assigned  upon  record,  and  approved  by  the  directors,  for  malversa- 
tion in  office.  He  had,  indeed,  crept  again  into  the  Calcutta  com- 
mittee ;  and  they  were  upon  the  point  of  turning  him  out  for 
malversation,  when  Mr.  Hastings  saved  them  the  trouble  by  turning 
out  the  whole  committee,  consisting  of  a  president  and  five  mem- 
bers. So  that  in  all  times,  in  all  characters,  in  all  places,  he  stood 
as  a  man  of  a  bad  character  and  evil  repute,  though  supposed  to  be 
a  man  of  great  abilities. 

My  lords,  permit  me  for  one  moment  to  drop  my  representative 
character  here,  and  to  speak  to  your  lordships  only  as  a  man  of 
some  experience  in  the  world,  and  conversant  with  the  affairs  of 
men,  and  witli  the  characters  of  men. 
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I  do  then  declare  my  conviction,  and  wish  it  may  stand  recorded 
to  posterity,  that  there  never  vs^as  a  lad  man  that  had  abihty  for 
good  service.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  such  men ;  their  minds  are 
so  distorted  to  selfish  purposes,  to  knavish,  artificial,  and  crafty 
means  of  accomplishing  those  selfish  ends,  that,  if  put  to  any  good 
service,  they  are  poor,  dull,  helpless.  Their  natural  faculties  never 
have  that  direction, — they  are  paralytic  on  that  side  ; — the  muscles, 
if  I  may  use  the  expression,  that  ought  to  move  it,  are  all  dead. 
They  know  nothing,  but  how  to  pursue  selfish  ends  by  wicked  and 
indirect  means.  No  man  ever  knowingly  employed  a  bad  man  on 
account  of  his  abilities,  but  for  evil  ends.  Mr.  Hastings  knew  this 
man  to  be  bad ;  all  the  world  knew  him  to  be  bad ;  and  how  did  he 
employ  him  ?  in  such  a  manner  as  that  he  might  be  controlled  by 
others  ?  A  great  deal  might  be  said  for  him,  if  this  had  been  the 
case.  There  might  be  circumstances  in  which  such  a  man  might 
be  used  in  a  subordinate  capacity.  But  who  ever  thought  of  put- 
ting such  a  man  virtually  in  possession  of  the  whole  authority  both 
of  the  committee  and  the  council-general,  and  of  the  revenues  of 
the  whole  country  ? 

As  soon  as  we  find  Gunga  Govin  Sing  here,  we  find  him  employed 
in  the  way  in  which  he  was  meant  to  be  employed ;  that  is  to  say,  we 
find  him  employed  in  taking  corrupt  bribes  and  corrupt  presents  for 
Mr.  Hastings.  Though  the  committee  were  tools  in  his  hands,  he  was 
a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  for  he  had,  as  we  shall  prove, 
constant,  uniform,  and  close  communications  with  Mr.  Hastings. 
And  indeed,  we  may  be  saved  a  good  deal  of  the  trouble  of  proof ; 
for  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  by  acknowledging  him  to  be  his  bribe 
broker,  has  pretty  well  authenticated  a  secret  correspondence  be- 
tween them.  For  the  next  great  bribe,  as  yet  discovered  to  be 
taken  by  Mr.  Hastings,  about  the  time  of  his  great  operation  of 
1781,  was  the  bribe  of  40,000^.,  which  we  charge  to  have  been  pri- 
vately taken  from  one  of  two  persons,  but  from  which  is  not  yet 
ascertained,  but  paid  to  him  through  this  flagitious  black  agent  of 
his  iniquities,  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  The  discovery  is  made  by 
another  agent  of  his,  called  Mr.  Larkins,  one  of  his  white  bribe 
confidants,  and  by  him  made  accountant-general  to  the  supreme 
presidency.  For  this  sum,  so  clandestinely  and  corruptly  taken,  he 
received  a  bond  to  himself,  on  his  own  account,  as  for  money  lent 
to  the  company.  For,  upon  the  frequent,  pressing,  tender  solicita- 
tions of  the  court  of  directors,  always  insinuated  to  him  in  a  very 
delicate  manner,  Mr.  Hastings  had  written  to  Mr.  Larkins  to  find 
out,  if  he  could,  some  of  his  own  bribes ;  and  accordingly  Mr. 
Larkins  sent  over  an  account  of  various  bribes  ;  an  account  which, 
even  before  it  comes  directly  in  evidence  before  you,  it  will  be  plea- 
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sant  to  your  lordships  to  read.  In  this  account,  under  the  head 
Dinagepore,  No.  1,  I  find,  '^duplicate  copy  of  the  particulars  of  debts, 
in  which  the  component  parts  of  swndry  sums  received  on  the  accoumt 
of  the  honourable  company  of  merchants  trading  to  the  East  Indies, 
were  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  wnd  paid  to  the  sub-treaswrer^  "We 
find  here,  Dinagepore  peshcush,  four  lacs  of  rupees — cabuleat,  that  is,  an 
agreement  to  pay  four  lacs  of  rupees,  of  which  three  were  received, 
and  one  remained  in  balance  at  the  time  this  account  was  made 
out.  All  that  we  can  learn  from  this  account,  after  all  our  re- 
searches, after  all  the  court  of  directors  could  do  to  squeeze  it  out 
of  him,  is — that  he  received  from  .  Dinagepore,  at  twelve  monthly 
payments,  a  sum  of  about  three  lacs  of  rupees,  upon  an  engagement 
to  pay  him  four ; — that  is,  he  received  about  .30,000^.  out  of 
40,000^.  which  was  to  be  paid  him ;  and  we  are  told  that  he 
received  this  sum  through  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  and 
that  he  was  exceedingly  angry  with  Grunga  Govin  Sing  for  having 
kept  back  or  defrauded  him  of  the  sum  of  10,000^.  out  of  the 
40,000^.  To  keep  back  from  him  the  fourth  part  of  the  whole  bribe 
was  very  reprehensible  behaviour  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  certainly 
very  unworthy  of  the  great  and  high  trust  which  Mr.  Hastings 
reposed  in  his  integrity.  My  lords,  this  letter  tells  us  Mr.  Hast- 
ings was  much  irritated  at  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  You  will  hereafter 
see  how  Mr.  Hastings  behaves  to  persons,  against  whom  he  is 
irritated  for  their  frauds  upon  him  in  their  joint  concerns.  In  the 
mean  time  Gunga  Govin  Sing  rests  with  you  as  a  person  with  whom 
Mr.  Hastings  is  displeased  on  account  of  infidelity  in  the  honour- 
able trust  of  bribe  undertaker  and  manager. 

My  lords,  you  are  not  very  much  enlightened,  I  believe,  by 
seeing  these  words  Dinagepore  peshcueh.  ^^^e  find  a  province,  we 
find  a  sum  of  money,  we  find  an  agent,  and  we  find  a  receiver. 
The  province  is  Dinagepore,  the  a^ent  is  Cfunga  Govin  Sing,  the  sum, 
agreed  on  is  40,000^.,  and  the  receiver  of  a  part  of  that  is  Mr. 
Hastings.  This  is  all  that  can  be  seen.  Who  it  was  that  gave 
this  sum  of  money  to  IMr.  Hastings  in  this  manner  does  no  way 
appear  ;  it  is  murder  by  persons  unJcnown :  and  this  is  the  way  in 
which  Mr.  Hastings,  after  all  the  reiterated  solicitations  of  parliament, 
of  the  company,  and  the  public,  has  left  the  account  of  this  bribe. 

Let  us,  however,  now  see  what  was  the  state  of  transactions  at 
Dinagepore  at  that  period.  For  if  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  trans- 
actions at  that  period  did  any  thing  for  that  country,  it  must  be 
presumed  this  money  was  given  for  those  acts ;  for  Mr.  Hastings 
confesses  it  was  a  sum  of  money  corruptly  received,  but  honestly 
applied.  It  does  not  signify  much  at  first  view,  from  whom  he 
received  it ;  it  is  enough  to  fix  upon  him  that  he  did  receive  it. 


SPEECH,    FIFTH   DAY.  419 

But  because  the  consequences  of  his  bribes  make  the  main  part 
of  what  I  intend  to  bring  before  your  lordships,  I  shall  beg  to  state 
to  you,  with  your  indulgence,  what  I  have  been  able  to  discover  by 
a  very  close  investigation  of  the  records  respecting  this  business  of 
Dinagepore. 

Dinagepore,  Rungpore,  and  Edrackpore  make  a  country,  I 
believe,  pretty  nearly  as  large  as  all  the  northern  counties  of 
England,  Yorkshire  included ;  it  is  no  mean  country,  and  it  has 
a  prince  of  great,  ancient,  illustrious  descent  at  the  head  of  it, 
called  the  rajah  of  Dinagepore. 

I  find  that,  about  the  month  of  July,  1780,  the  rajah  of  Dinage- 
pore, after  a  long  and  lingering  illness,  died,  leaving  a  half-brother 
and  an  adopted  son.  A  litigation  respecting  the  succession  in- 
stantly arose  in  the  family ;  and  this  litigation  was  of  course 
referred  to,  and  was  finally  to  be  decided  by,  the  governor-general 
in  council, — being  the  ultimate  authority  to  which  the  decision  of 
all  these  questions  was  to  be  referred.  This  cause  came  before 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  I  find  that  he  decided  the  question  in  favour 
of  the  adopted  son  of  the  rajah  against  his  half-brother.  I  find 
that  upon  that  decision  a  rent  was  settled,  and  a  peshcush,  or  fine, 
paid. — So  that  all  that  is  in  this  transaction  is  fair  and  above-board ; 
there  is  a  dispute  settled ;  there  is  a  fine  paid ;  there  is  a  rent 
reserved  to  the  company ;  and  the  whole  is  a  fair  settlement.  But 
I  find  along  with  it  very  extraordinary  acts ;  for  I  find  Mr. 
Hastings  taking  part  in  favour  of  the  minor,  agreeably  to  the 
principles  of  others,  and  contrary  to  his  owa.  I  find  that  he  gave 
the  guardianship  of  this  adopted  son  to  the  brother  of  the  rannee, 
as  she  is  called,  or  the  widow  of  the  deceased  rajah ;  and  though 
the  hearing  and  settling  of  this  business  was  actually  a  part  of  the 
duty  of  his  office,  yet  I  find  that  when  the  steward  of  the  province 
of  Dinagepore  was  coming  down  to  represent  this  case  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  Mr.  Hastings,  on  pretence  that  it  would  only  tend  to 
increase  the  family  dissensions,  so  far  from  hearing  fully  all  the 
parties  in  this  business,  not  only  sent  him  back,  but  ordered  him  to 
be  actually  turned  out  of  his  office.  If,  then,  the  40,000^.  be  the 
same  with  the  money  taken  from  the  rajah  in  1780,  to  which 
account  it  seems  to  refer,  (for  it  was  taken  in  regular  payments, 
beginning  July,  1780,  and  ending  at  the  same  period  in  1781,) 
it  was  a  sum  of  money  corruptly  taken  by  him  as  a  judge  in  a 
litigation  of  inheritance  between  two  great  parties.  So  that  he 
received  the  sum  of  40,000^.  for  a  judgment ;  which,  whether  that 
judgment  was  right  or  wrong,  true  or  false,  he  corruptly  received. 

This  sum  was  received,  as  your  lordships  wiU  observe,  through 
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Gunga  Govin  Sing.  He  was  the  broker  of  the  agreement ;  he  was 
the  person  who  was  to  receive  it  by  monthly  instalments,  and  he 
was  to  pay  it  to  Mr.  Hastings.^ — His  son  was  in  the  office  of 
register-general  of  the  whole  country,  who  had  in  his  custody  all 
the  papers,  documents,  and  every  thing  which  could  tend  to  settle 
a  litigation  among  the  parties. 

If  Mr.  Hastings  took  this  bribe  from  the  rajah  of  Dinagepore, 
he  took  a  bribe  from  an  infant  of  five  years  old  through  the  hands 
of  the  register.  That  is,  the  judge  receives  a  bribe  through  the 
hands  of  the  keeper  of  the  genealogies  of  the  family,  the  records 
and  other  documents,  which  must  have  had  the  principal  share  in 
settling  the  question. 

This  history  of  this  Dinagepore  peshcush  is  the  pubhc  one 
received  by  the  company,  and  which  is  entered  upon  the  record — 
but  not  the  private,  and  probably  the  true  history  of  this  corrupt 
transaction. 

Very  soon  after  this  decision,  very  soon  after  this  peshcush  was 
given,  we  find  all  the  officers  of  the  young  rajah,  who  was  supposed 
to  have  given  it,  turned  out  of  their  employment  by  Gunga  Govin 
Sing ;  by  the  very  man  who  received  the  peshcush  for  Mr. 
Hastings.  We  find  them  all  turned  out  of  their  employments; 
we  find  them  all  accused,  without  any  appearance  or  trace  in  the 
records  of  any  proof  of  embezzlement,  of  neglect  in  the  education 
of  the  minor  rajah,  of  the  mismanagement  of  his  affairs,  or  the 
allotment  of  an  unsuitable  allowance.  And,  accordingly,  to  prevent 
the  relations  of  his  adopted  mother, — to  prevent  those  who  might 
be  supposed  to  have  an  immediate  interest  in  the  family  from 
abusing  the  trust  of  his  education,  and  the  trust  of  the  manage- 
ment of  his  fortune,  Gunga  Govin  Sing — (for  I  trust  your  lordships 
would  not  suffer  me,  if  I  had  a  mind,  to  quote  that  tool  of  a  thing, 
the  committee  of  revenue,  bought  at  62,000^.  a  year, — you  would 
not  suifer  me  to  name  it,  especially  when  you  know  all  the  secret 
agency  of  bribes  in  the  hand  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,) — this  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  produces  soon  after  another  character,  to  whom  he 
consigns  the  custody  of  the  whole  family  and  the  whole  province. 

I  will  do  Mr.  Hastings  the  justice  to  say,  that  if  he  had  known 
there  was  another  man  more  accomplished  in  all  iniquity  than 
Gunga  Govin  Sing,  he  would  not  have  given  him  the  first  place 
in  his  confidence.  But  there  is  another  next  to  him  in  the  country, 
whom  you  are  to  hear  of  by  and  by,  called  Debi  Sing.  This  person, 
in  the  universal  opinion  of  all  Bengal,  bi  ranked  next  to  Gunga 
Govin  Sing ;  and,  what  is  very  curious,  they  have  been  recorded 
by  Mr.  Hastings  as  rivals  in  the  same  virtues. 
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Arcades  ambo, 
Et  cantare  pares,  et  respondere  parati. 
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But  Mr.  Hastings  has  the  happiest  modes  in  the  world  ;  these 
rivals  were  reconciled  on  this  occasion,  and  Gunga  Govin  Sing 
appoints  Debi  Sing,  superseding  all  the  other  officers  for  no  reason 
whatever  upon  record.  And  because,  like  champions,  they  ought 
to  go  in  pairs,  there  is  an  English  gentleman,  one  Mr.  Goodlad, 
whom  you  will  hear  of  presently,  appointed  along  with  him.  Abso- 
lute strangers  to  the  rajah's  family,  the  first  act  they  do  is — to  cut 
off  1000  out  of  1600  a  month  from  his  allowance.  They  state 
(though  there  was  a  great  number  of  dependents  to  maintain)  that 
600  would  be  enough  to  maintain  him.  There  appears  in  the 
account  of  these  proceedings  to  be  such  a  flutter  about  the  care 
of  the  rajah,  and  the  management  of  his  household  ;  in  short,  that 
there  never  was  such  a  tender  guardianship  as,  always  with  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Hastings,  is  exercised  over  this  poor  rajah,  who 
had  just  given,  if  he  did  give,  40,000^.  for  Ms  own  inheritance,  if  it 
was  his  due, — for  the  inheritance  of  others,  if  it  was  not  his  due. 
One  would  think  he  was  entitled  to  some  mercy ;  but,  probably, 
because  the  money  could  not  be  otherwise  supplied,  his  establish- 
ment was  cut  down  by  Debi  Sing  and  Mr.  Goodlad  a  thousand  a 
month,  which  is  just  twelve  thousand  a  year. 

When  Mr.  Hastings  had  appointed  those  persons  to  the 
guardianship,  who  had  an  interest  in  the  management  of  the  rajah's 
education  and  fortune,  one  should  have  thought,  before  they  were 
turned  out,  he  would  at  least  have  examined  whether  such  a  step 
was  proper  or  not.  No  :  they  were  turned  out,  without  any  such 
examination  ;  and  when  I  come  to  inquire  into  the  proceedings 
of  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  committee,  I  do  not  find  that  the  new 
guardians  have  brought  to  account  one  single  shilling  they  received, 
appointed  as  they  were  by  that  council  newly  made  to  superintend 
all  the  affairs  of  the  rajah. 

There  is  not  one  word  to  be  found  of  an  account :  Debi  Sing's 
honour,  fidelity,  and  disinterestedness,  and  that  of  Mr.  Goodlad,  is 
sufficient ;  and  that  is  the  way  in  which  the  management  and 
superintendence  of  one  of  the  greatest  houses  in  that  country  is 
given  to  the  guardianship  of  strangers.  And  how  is  it  managed  ? 
we  find  Debi  Sing  in  possession  of  the  rajah's  family,  in  possession 
of  his  affairs,  in  the  management  of  his  whole  zemindary ;  and  in 
the  course  of  the  next  year  he  is  to  give  him  in  farm  the  whole  of 
the  revenues  of  these  three  provinces.  Now  whether  the  peshcush 
was  received  for  the  nomination  of  the  rajah  as  a  bribe  in  judgment, 
or  whether  Mr.  Hastings  got  it  from  Debi  Sing,  as  a  bribe  in 
office,  for  appointing  him  to  the  guardianship  of  a  family  that  did 
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not  belong  to  him,  and  for  the  dominion  of  three  great,  and  once 
wealthy,  provinces — which  is  best  or  worst  I  shall  not  pretend  to 
determine.  You  find  the  rajah  in  his  possession  ;  you  find  his  edu- 
cation, his  household  in  his  possession.  The  pubhc  revenues  are  m 
his  possession  ;  they  are  given  over  to  him. 

If  we  look  at  the  records,  the  letting  of  these  provinces  appears 
to  have  been  carried  on  by  the  new  committee  of  revenue,  as  the 
course  and  order  of  business  required  it  should.  But  by  the  inves- 
tigation into  ^Ir.  Hastings's  money  transactions,  the  insufficiency 
and  fallacy  of  these  records  is  manifest  beyond  a  doubt.  From  this 
investigation  it  is  discovered  that  it  was  in  reality  a  bargain  secretly 
struck  between  the  governor-general  and  Debi  Sing  ;  and  that  the 
committee  were  only  employed  in  the  mere  official  forms.  From 
the  time  that  Mr.  Hastings  new-modelled  the  revenue  system, 
nothing  is  seen  in  its  true  shape.  We  now  know,  in  spite  of  the 
fallacy  of  these  records,  who  the  true  granter  was  :  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  go  a  little  further  in  supplying  their  defects,  and  to 
inquire  a  little  concerning  the  grantee.  This  makes  it  necessary 
for  me  to  inform  your  lordships  who  Debi  Sing  is. 

[Mr.  Burke  read  the  committees  recommendatu/n,  of  Debi  Sing  to 
the  govemor-ge'neral  and  anmcil:  but  the  copy  of  the  paper  allvded 
to  is  wanting.J 

•I"  •F  'I*  'T^  'T'  "I" 

Here  is  a  choice  ;  here  is  Debi  Sing  presented  for  his  knowledge 
in  business,  his  trust  and  fidelity ;  and  that  he  is  a  person  against 
whom  no  objection  can  be  made.  This  is  presented  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
by  him  recorded  in  the  council  books,  and  by  him  transmitted  to 
the  court  of  directors.  Mr.  Hastings  has  since  recorded,  that  he 
knew  this  Debi  Sing,  (though  he  here  publicly  authorizes  the  nomi- 
nation of  him  to  all  that  great  body  of  trusts,)  that  he  knew  him  to 
be  a  man  completely  capable  of  the  most  atrocious  iniquities  that 
were  ever  charged  upon  man.  Debi  Sing  is  appointed  to  all  those 
great  trusts,  through  the  means  of  Gunga  Grovin  Sing,  from  whom 
he  (Mr.  Hastings)  had  received  30,000/.  as  a  part  of  a  bribe. 

Now,  though  it  is  a  large  field,  though  it  is  a  thing  that,  I  must 
confess,  I  feel  a  reluctance  almost  in  venturing  to  undertake, 
exhausted  as  I  am,  yet  such  is  the  magnitude  of  the  affeir,  such  the 
evil  consequences  that  followed  from  a  system  of  bribery,  such  the 
horrible  consequences  of  superseding  all  the  persons  in  office  in  the 
country  to  give  it  into  the  hands  of  Debi  Sing,  that,  though  it  is 
the  public  opinion,  and  though  no  man  that  has  ever  heard  the 
name  of  Debi  Sing  does  not  know  that  he  was  only  second  to 
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Gunga  Govin  Sing,  yet  it  is  not  to  my  purpose,  unless  I  prove  that 
Mr.  Hastings  knew  his  character  at  the  very  time  he  accepts  him 
as  a  person  against  whom  no  exception  could  be  made. 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  your  lordships  who  this  Debi  Sing  was, 
to  whom  these  great  trusts  were  committed,  and  those  great 
provinces  given. 

It  may  be  thought,  and  not  unnaturally,  that  in  this  sort  of 
corrupt  and  venal  appointment  to  high  trust  and  office  Mr.  Hastings 
has  no  other  consideration  than  the  money  he  received.  But  who- 
ever thinks  so  will  be  deceived.  Mr.  Hastings  was  very  far  from 
indifferent  to  the  character  of  the  persons  he  dealt  with.  On  the 
contrary,  he  made  a  most  careful  selection ;  he  had  a  very  scrupu- 
lous regard  to  the  aptitude  of  the  men  for  the  purposes  for  which  he 
employed  them  ;  and  was  much  guided  by  his  experience  of  their 
conduct  in  those  offices,  which  had  been  sold  to  them  upon  former 
occasions. 

Except  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  (whom,  as  justice  required,  Mr. 
Hastings  distinguished  by  the  highest  marks  of  his  confidence,) 
there  was  not  a  man  in  Bengal,  perhaps  not  upon  earth,  a  match 
for  this  Debi  Sing.  He  was  not  an  unknown  subject ;  not  one 
rashly  taken  up  as  an  experiment.  He  was  a  tried  man :  and  if 
there  had  been  one  more  desperately  and  abandonedly  corrupt, 
more  wildly  and  flagitiously  oppressive,  to  be  found  unemployed  in 
India,  large  as  his  offers  were,  Mr.  Hastings  would  not  have  taken 
this  money  from  Debi  Sing. 

Debi  Sing  was  one  of  those  who  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
English  power  in  Bengal  attached  himself  to  those  natives  who  then 
stood  high  in  office.  He  courted  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  a  Mussul- 
man of  the  highest  rank,  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned,  then  at  the  head  of  the  revenue,  and  now  at  the 
head  of  the  criminal  justice  of  Bengal,  with  all  the  supple  assiduity 
of  which  those  who  possess  no  valuable  art  or  useful  talent  are 
commonly  complete  masters.  Possessing  large  funds  acquired  by 
his  apprenticeship  and  novitiate  in  the  lowest  frauds,  he  was  enabled 
to  lend  to  this  then  powerful  man,  in  the  several  emergencies  of  his 
variable  fortune,  very  large  sums  of  money.  This  great  man  had 
been  brought  down  by  Mr.  Hastings,  under  the  orders  of  the  com-t 
of  directors,  upon  a  cruel  charge  to  Calcutta.  He  was  accused  of 
many  crimes,  and  acquitted  220,000^.  in  debt.  That  is  to  say,  as 
soon  as  he  was  a  great  debtor,  he  ceased  to  be  a  great  criminal. 

Debi  Sing  obtained  by  his  services  no  slight  influence  over 
Mahomed  E.eza  Khan,  a  person  of  a  character  very  different  from 
his. 

From   that   connexion   he   was   appointed  to  the  farm  of  the 
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revenue,  and  inclusively  of  the  government  of  Purnea,  a  province  of 
very  great  extent,  and  then  in  a  state  of  no  inconsiderable  opulence. 
In  this  office  he  exerted  his  talents  with  so  much  vigour  and 
industry,  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  province  was  half  depopu- 
lated, and  totally  ruined. 

The  farm,  on  the  expiration  of  his  lease,  was  taken  by  a  set  of 
adventurers  in  this  kind  of  traffic  from  Calcutta.  But  when  the 
new  undertakers  came  to  survey  the  object  of  their  future  operations 
and  future  profits,  they  were  so  shocked  at  the  hideous  and  squalid 
scenes  of  misery  and  desolation  that  glared  upon  them  in  every 
quarter,  that  they  instantly  fled  out  of  the  country,  and  thought 
themselves  but  too  happy  to  be  permitted,  on  the  payment  of  a 
penalty  of  twelve  thousand  pounds,  to  be  released  from  their 
engagements. 

To  give  in  a  few  words  as  clear  an  idea  as  I  am  able  to  give  of 
the  immense  volume  which  might  be  composed  of  the  vexations, 
violence,  and  rapine  of  that  tyrannical  administration,  the  territorial 
revenue  of  Pumea,  which  had  been  let  to  Debi  Sing  at  the  rate 
of  160,000?.  sterling  a  year,  was  with  difficulty  leased  for  a  yearly 
sum  under  90,000?.,  and  with  all  rigour  of  exaction  produced  in 
effect  little  more  than  60,000?.,  falling  greatly  below  one-half  of 
its  original  estimate.  So  entirely  did  the  administration  of  Debi 
Sing  exhaust  aU  the  resources  of  the  province ;  so  totally  did 
his  baleful  influence  blast  the  very  hope  and  spring  of  all  future 
revenue ! 

The  administration  of  Debi  Sing  was  too  notoriously  destructive 
not  to  cause  a  general  clamour.  It  was  impossible  that  it  should 
be  passed  over  without  animadversion.  Accordingly,  in  the  month 
of  September,  1772,  Mr.  Hastings,  then  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee of  circuit,  removed  him  for  mal-administration ;  and  he  has 
since  publicly  declared  on  record  that  he  knew  him  to  be  capable 
of  all  the  most  horrid  and  atrocious  crimes  that  can  be  imputed 
to  man. 

This  brand,  however,  was  only  a  mark  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  find 
him  out  hereafter  in  the  crowd ;  to  identify  him  for  his  own ;  and 
to  call  him  forth  into  action,  when  his  virtues  should  be  sufficiently 
matured  for  the  services  in  which  he  afterwards  employed  him, 
through  his  instruments  Mr.  Anderson  and  Grunga  Govin  Sing. 
In  the  mean  time  he  left  Debi  Sing  to  the  direction  of  his  own 
good  genius. 

Debi  Sing  was  stigmatized  in  the  company's  records,  his  reputa- 
tion was  gone,  but  his  funds  were  safe.  In  the  arrangement  made 
by  ilr.  Hastings,  in  the  year  177'J,  by  which  provincial  councils 
were   formed,    Debi    Sing    became   deputy-steward,    or  secretary, 
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(soon  in  effect  and  influence  principal  steward,)  to  the  provincial 
council  of  Moorshedabad,  the  seat  of  the  old  government,  and  the 
first  province  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  to  his  charge  were  committed 
various  extensive  and  populous  provinces,  yielding  an  annual  revenue 
of  120  lacs  of  rupees,  or  1,500,000?.  This  division  of  provincial 
council  included  Eungpore,  Edrackpore,  and  others,  where  he 
obtained  such  a  knowledge  of  their  resources,  as  subsequently  to 
get  possession  of  them. 

Debi  Sing  found  this  administration  composed  mostly  of  young 
men,  dissipated  and  fond  of  pleasure,  as  is  usual  at  that  time  of 
life  ;  but  desirous  of  reconciling  those  pleasures,  which  usually 
consume  wealth,  with  the  means  of  making  a  great  and  speedy 
fortune ;  at  once  eager  candidates  for  opulence,  and  perfect 
novices  in  all  the  roads  that  lead  to  it.  Debi  Sing  commiserated 
their  youth  and  inexperience,  and  took  upon  him  to  be  their 
guide. 

There  is  a  revenue  in  that  country,  raised  by  a  tax  more  pro- 
ductive than  laudable.  It  is  an  imposition  on  public  prostitutes, 
a  duty  upon  the  societies  of  dancing  girls  ;  those  seminaries,  from 
which  Mr.  Hastings  has  selected  an  administrator  of  justice  and 
governor  of  kingdoms.  Debi  Sing  thought  it  expedient  to  farm 
this  tax ;  not  only  because  he  neglected  no  sort  of  gain,  but 
because  he  regarded  it  as  no  contemptible  means  of  power  and 
influence.  Accordingly,  in  plain  terms,  he  opened  a  legal  brothel, 
out  of  which  he  carefully  reserved  (you  may  be  sure)  the  very 
flower  of  his  collection  for  the  entertainment  of  his  young  supe- 
riors :  ladies  recommended  not  only  by  personal  merit,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  Eastern  custom,  by  sweet  and  enticing  names,  which  he 
had  given  them.  For,  if  they  were  to  be  translated,  they  would 
sound, — Riches  of  my  Life,  Wealth  of  my  Soul,  Treasure  of  Per- 
fection, Diamond  of  Splendour,  Pearl  of  Price,  Ruby  of  Pure 
Blood,  and  other  metaphorical  descriptions,  that,  calling  up  dis- 
sonant passions  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  general  harmony, 
heightened  the  attractions  of  love  with  the  allurements  of  avarice. 
A  moving  seraglio  of  these  ladies  always  attended  his  progress,  and 
were  always  brought  to  the  splendid  and  multiplied  entertainments 
with  which  he  regaled  his  council.  In  these  festivities,  whilst  his 
guests  were  engaged  with  the  seductions  of  beauty,  the  intoxication 
of  the  most  delicious  wines  of  France,  and  the  voluptuous  vapour  of 
perfumed  India  smoke,  uniting  the  vivid  satisfactions  of  Europe 
with  the  torpid  blandishments  of  Asia,  the  great  magician  himself, 
chaste  in  the  midst  of  dissoluteness,  sober  in  the  centre  of  de- 
bauch, vigilant  in  the  lap  of  negligence  and  oblivion,  attended  with 
an  eagle's  eye  the  moment  for  thrusting  in  business,  and  at  such 
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times  was  able  to  carry  without  difficulty  points  of  shameful 
enormity,  which  at  other  hours  he  would  not  so  much  as  have 
dared  to  mention  to  his  employers,  young  men  rather  careless  and 
inexperienced  than  intentionally  corrupt.  Not  satisfied  with  being 
pander  to  their  pleasvu-es,  he  anticipated,  and  was  purveyor  to, 
their  wants,  and  supplied  them  with  a  constant  command  of  money ; 
and  by  these  means  he  reigned  with  an  uncontrolled  dominion  over 
the  province,  and  over  its  governors. 

For  you  are  to  understand  that  in  many  things  we  are  very 
much  misinformed  with  regard  to  the  true  seat  of  power  in  India. 
Whilst  we  were  proudly  calling  India  a  British  government,  it 
was  in  substance  a  governmejit  of  the  lowest,  basest,  and  most 
flagitious  of  the  native  rabble ;  to  whom  the  far  greater  part  of 
the  English,  who  figured  in  employment  and  station,  had  from 
their  earliest  youth  been  slaves  and  instruments.  Banyans  had 
anticipated  the  period  of  their  power  in  premature  advances  of 
money ;  and  have  ever  after  obtained  the  entire  dominion  over 
their  nominal  masters. 

By  these  various  ways  and  means  Debi  Sing  contrived  to  add 
job  to  job,  employment  to  employment,  and  to  hold,  besides  the 
farms  of  two  very  considerable  districts,  various  trusts  in  the 
revenue ;  sometimes  openly  appearing,  sometimes  hid  two  or  three 
deep  in  false  names,  emerging  into  light,  or  shrouding  himself  in 
darkness,  as  successful  or  defeated  crimes  rendered  him  bold  or 
cautious.  Every  one  of  these  trusts  was  marked  with  its  own 
fraud ;  and  for  one  of  those  frauds,  committed  by  him  in  another 
name,  by  which  he  became  deeply  in  balance  to  the  revenue,  he  was 
publicly  whipped  hy  proxy. 

AU  this  while  Mr.  Hastings  kept  his  eye  upon  him,  and  attended 
to  his  progress.  But,  as  he  rose  in  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion,  he  fell 
in  that  of  his  immediate  employers.  By  degrees,  as  reason  pre- 
vailed, and  the  fumes  of  pleasure  evaporated,  the  provincial  council 
emerged  from  their  first  dependence ;  and,  finding  nothing  but 
infamy  attending  the  councils  and  services  of  such  a  man,  resolved 
to  dismiss  him.  In  this  strait  and  crisis  of  his  power  the  artist 
turned  himself  into  all  shapes.  He  offered  great  sums  indivi- 
dually ;  he  offered  them  collectively ;  and  at  last  put  a  carte 
blanche  on  the  table — all  to  no  purpose !  What  are  you, 
stones  ? — Have  I  not  men  to  deal  with  I — Will  flesh  and  blood 
refuse  me  ? 

When  Debi  Sing  found  that  the  council  had  entirely  escaped, 
and  were  proof  against  his  offers,  he  left  them  with  a  sullen  and 
menacing  silence.  He  applied  where  he  had  good  intelligence, 
that  these  offers  would  be  well  received ;  and  that  he  should  at 
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once  be  revenged  of  the  council,  and  obtain  all  the  ends  which 
through  them  he  had  sought  in  vain. 

Without  hesitation  or  scruple  Mr.  Hastings  sold  a  set  of 
innocent  officers ;  sold  his  fellow-servants  of  the  company,  entitled 
by  every  duty  to  his  protection ;  sold  English  subjects  recom- 
mended by  every  tie  of  national  sympathy ;  sold  the  honour  of  the 
British  government  itself;  without  charge,  without  complaint, 
without  allegation  of  crime  in  conduct,  or  of  insufficiency  in 
talents ;  he  sold  them  to  the  most  known  and  abandoned  cha- 
ractei-,  which  the  rank  servitude  of  that  clime  produces.  For  Mm 
he  entirely  broke  and  quashed  the  council  of  Moorshedabad,  which 
had  been  the  settled  government  for  twelve  years,  (a  long  period 
in  the  changeful  history  of  India,)  at  a  time  too  when  it  had 
acquired  a  great  degree  of  consistency,  an  official  experience,  a 
knowledge  and  habit  of  business,  and  was  making  full  amends  for 
early  errors. 

For  now  Mr.  Hastings,  having  buried  Colonel  Monson  and  Gene- 
ral Olavering,  and  having  shaken  off  Mr.  Francis,  who  retired  half 
dead  from  office,  began  at  length  to  respire  ;  he  found  elbow-room 
once  more  to  display  his  genuine  nature  and  disposition,  and  to 
make  amends  in  a  riot  and  debauch  of  peculation  for  the  forced 
abstinence  to  which  he  was  reduced  during  the  usurped  dominion 
of  honour  and  integrity. 

It  was  not  enough  that  the  English  were  thus  sacrificed  to  the 
revenge  of  Debi  Sing.  It  was  necessary  to  deliver  over  the  natives 
to  his  avarice.  By  the  intervention  of  bribe  brokerage  he  united 
the  two  great  rivals  in  iniquity,  who  before  from  an  emulation  of 
crimes  were  enemies  to  each  other,  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  Debi 
Sing.  He  negotiated  the  bribe  and  the  farm  of  the  latter  through  the 
former ;  and  Debi  Sing  was  invested  in  farm  for  two  years  with  the 
three  provinces  of  Dinagepore,  Edrackpore,  and  Rungpore ;  terri- 
tories, making  together  a  tract  of  land  superior  in  dimensions  to  the 
northern  counties  of  England,  Yorkshire  included. 

To  prevent  any  thing  which  might  prove  an  obstacle  on  the  full 
swing  of  his  genius,  he  removed  all  the  restraints  which  had  been 
framed  to  give  an  ostensible  credit,  to  give  some  show  of  official 
order,  to  the  plans  of  revenue  administration  framed  from  time  to 
time  in  Bengal.  An  officer,  called  a  dewan,  had  been  established 
in  the  provinces,  expressly  as  a  check  on  the  person  who  should  act 
as  farmer-general.  This  office  he  conferred  along  with  that  of 
farmer-general  on  Debi  Sing,  in  order  that  Debi  might  become  an 
effectual  check  upon  Sing;  and  thus  these  provinces,  without 
inspection,  without  control,  without  law,  and  without  magistrates, 
were  dehvered  over  by  Mr.  Hastings,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the 
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discretion  of  the  man  whom  he  had  before  recorded  as  the  destroyer 
of  Purnea;  and  capable  of  every  the  most  atrocious  wickedness 
that  could  be  imputed  to  man. 

Fatally  for  the  natives  of  India,  every  wild  project  and  every 
corrupt  sale  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  those  whose  example  he  followed, 
is  covered  with  a  pretended  increase  of  revenue  to  the  company. 
Mr.  Hastings  would  not  pocket  his  bribe  of  40,000^.  for  himself 
without  letting  the  company  in  as  a  sharer  and  accomplice.  For  the 
province  of  Rungpote,  the  object  to  which  I  mean  in  this  instance 
to  confine  your  attention,  7000^.  a  year  was  added.  But  lest  this 
avowed  increase  of  rent  should  seem  to  lead  to  oppression,  great 
and  religious  care  was  taken  in  the  covenant  so  stipulated  with 
Debi  Sing,  that  this  increase  should  not  arise  from  any  additional 
assessment  whatsoever  on  the  country,  but  solely  from  improve- 
ments in  the  cultivation,  and  the  encouragement  to  be  given  to  the 
landholder  and  husbandman.  But  as  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe,  of  a  far 
greater  sum,  was  not  guarded  by  any  such  provision,  it  was  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  donor  in  what  manner  he  was  to  indemnify 
himself  for  it. 

Debi  Sing  fixed  the  seat  of  his  authority  at  Dinagepore,  where, 
as  soon  as  he  arrived,  he  did  not  lose  a  moment  in  doing  his  duty. 
If  Mr.  Hastings  can  forget  his  covenant,  you  may  easily  believe 
that  Debi  Sing  had  not  a  more  correct  memory ;  and,  accordingly, 
as  soon  as  he  came  into  the  province,  he  instantly  broke  every  cove- 
nant which  he  had  entered  into  as  a  re.straint  on  his  avarice,  rapacity, 
and  tyranny ;  which,  from  the  highest  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  to 
the  lowest  husbandmen,  were  afterwards  exercised,  with  a  stem  and 
unrelenting  impartiahty,  upon  the  whole  people.  For  notwith- 
standing the  province  before  Debi  Singh's  lease  was,  from  various 
causes,  in  a  state  of  declension,  and  in  balance  for  the  revenue  of 
the  preceding  year,  at  his  very  first  entrance  into  office  he  forced 
from  the  zemindars  or  landed  gentry  an  enormous  increase  of  their 
tribute.  They  refused  compliance.  On  this  refusal  he  threw  the 
whole  body  of  zemindars  into  prison ;  and  thus  in  bonds  and  fetters 
compelled  them  to  sign  their  own  ruin  by  an  increase  of  rent,  which 
they  knew  they  could  never  realize. 

Having  thus  gotten  them  under,  he  added  exaction  to  exaction, 
so  that  everj'  day  announced  some  new  and  varied  demand  ;  until, 
exhausted  by  these  oppressions,  they  were  brought  to  the  extremity 
to  which  he  meant  to  drive  them,  the  sale  of  their  lands. 

The  lands  held  by  the  zemindars  of  that  country  are  of  many 
descriptions.  The  first  and  most  general  are  those  that  pay  reve- 
nue. The  others  are  of  the  nature  of  demesne  lands,  which  are  free, 
and  pay  no  rent  to  government.     The  latter  are  for  the  immediate 
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support  of  the  zemindars  and  their  families,  as  from  the  former  they 
derive  their  influence,  authority,  and  the  means  of  upholding  their 
dignity.  The  lands  of  the  former  description  were  immediately 
attached,  sequestered,  and  sold  for  the  most  trifling  consideration. 
The  rent-free  lands,  the  best  and  richest  lands  of  the  whole  pro- 
vince, were  sold — sold  for — what  do  your  lordships  think  ? — They 
were  sold  for  less  than  one  year's  purchase, — at  less  than  one  year's 
purchase,  at  the  most  underrated  value ;  so  that  the  fee-simple  of 
an  English  acre  of  rent-free  land  sold  at  the  rate  of  seven  or  eight 
shillings.  Such  a  sale  on  such  terms  strongly  indicated  the  pur- 
chaser. And  how  did  it  turn  out  in  fact  1  The  purchaser  was  the 
very  agent  and  instrument  of  Mr.  Hastings,  Debi  Sing  himself. 
He  made  the  exaction ;  he  forced  the  sale ;  he  reduced  the  rate ; 
and  he  became  the  purchaser  at  less  than  one  year's  purchase,  and 
paid  with  the  very  money  which  he  had  extorted  from  the  miserable 
venders. 

When  he  had  thus  sold  and  separated  these  lands,  he  united  the 
whole  body  of  them,  amounting  to  about  7000^.  sterling  a  year  (but 
according  to  the  rate  of  money  and  living  in  that  country,  equivalent 
to  a  rental  in  England  of  30,000?.  a  year)  ;  and  then  having  raised 
in  the  new  letting,  as  on  the  sale  he  had  fraudulently  reduced,  those 
lands,  he  reserved  them  as  an  estate  for  himself,  or  to  whomsoever 
resembling  himself  Mr.  Hastings  should  order  them  to  be  disposed. 

The  lands,  thus  sold  for  next  to  nothing,  left  of  course  the  late 
landholder  still  in  debt.  The  failure  of  fund,  the  rigorous  exaction 
of  debt,  and  the  multiplication  of  new  arbitrary  taxes  next  carried 
off  the  goods.  There  is  a  circumstance  attending  this  business 
which  will  call  for  your  lordships'  pity.  Most  of  the  landholders 
or  zemindars  in  that  country  happened  at  that  time  to  be  women. 
The  sex  there  is  in  a  state  certainly  resembling  imprisonment,  but 
guarded  as  a  sacred  treasure  with  all  possible  attention  and  respect. 
None  of  the  coarse  male  hands  of  the  law  can  reach  them ;  but  they 
have  a  custom  very  cautiously  used  in  all  good  governments  there 
of  employing  female  bailiff's,  or  sergeants  in  the  execution  of  the 
law,  where  that  sex  is  concerned.  Guards,  therefore,  surrounded 
the  houses ;  and  then  female  sergeants  and  bailiffs  entered  into  the 
habitations  of  these  female  zemindars,  and  held  their  goods  and 
persons  in  execution,  nothing  being  left  but  what  was  daily 
threatened,  their  life  and  honour.  The  landholders,  even  women  of 
eminent  rank  and  condition,  for  such  the  greatest  part  of  the  zemin- 
dars then  were,  fled  from  the  ancient  seats  of  their  ancestors,  and 
left  their  miserable  followers  and  servants,  who  in  that  country  are 
infinitely  numerous,  without  protection,  and  without  bread.     The 
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monthy  instalment  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  was  become  due,  and  hia 
rapacity  must  be  fed  from  the  vitals  of  the  people. 

The  zemindars,  before  their  own  flight,  had  the  mortification  to 
see  all  the  lands  assigned  to  charitable  and  to  religious  uses,  the 
humane  and  pious  foundations  of  themselves  and  their  ancestors, 
made  to  support  infirmity  and  decrepitude,  to  give  feet  to  the  lame, 
and  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  to  efiect  which  they  had  deprived  them- 
selves of  many  of  the  enjoyments  of  life,  cruelly  sequestered  and 
sold  at  the  same  market  of  violence  and  fraud,  where  their  demesne 
possessions  and  their  goods  had  been  before  made  away  with. 
Even  the  lands  and  funds  set  aside  for  their  funeral  ceremonies, 
in  which  they  hoped  to  find  an  end  to  their  miseries,  and  some 
indemnity  of  imagination  for  all  the  substantial  sufferings  of  their 
lives :  even  the  very  feeble  consolations  of  death  were  by  the  same 
rigid  hand  of  tyranny, — a  tjTanny  more  consuming  than  the  funeral 
pile,  more  greedy  than  the  grave,  and  more  inexorable  than  death 
itself, — seized  and  taken  to  make  good  the  honour  of  corruption, 
and  the  faith  of  bribery  pledged  to  Mr.  Hastings  or  his  instru- 
ments. 

Thus  it  fared  with  the  better  and  middling  orders  of  the  people. 
Were  the  lower,  the  more  industrious  spared  ?  Alas !  as  their 
situation  was  far  more  helpless,  their  oppression  was  infinitely 
more  sore  and  grievous ;  the  exactions  yet  more  excessive,  the 
demand  yet  more  vexatious,  more  capricious,  more  arbitrary.  To 
afford  your  lordships  some  idea  of  the  condition  of  those  who  were 
served  up  to  satisfy  Mr.  Hastings's  hunger  and  thirst  for  bribes,  I 
shall  read  it  to  you  in  the  very  words  of  the  representative  tyrant 
himself,  rajah  Debi  Sing.  Debi  Sing,  when  he  was  charged  with 
a  fraudulent  sale  of  the  ornaments  of  gold  and  silver  of  women,  who 
according  to  the  modes  of  that  country  had  starved  themselves  to 
decorate  their  unhappy  persons,  argued  on  the  improbability  of  this 
part  of  the  charge  in  these  very  words : 

"  It  is  notorious,"  says  he,  '•  that  poverty  generally  prevails 
amongst  the  husbandmen  of  Rungpore,  more  perhaps  than  in  any 
other  parts  of  the  countrj'.  They  are  seldom  possessed  of  any 
property  except  at  the  time  they  reap  their  harvest ;  and  at  others 
barely  procure  their  subsistence.  And  this  is  the  cause  that  such 
numbers  of  them  were  swept  away  by  the  famine.  Their  effects 
are  only  a  little  earthenware,  and  their  houses  only  a  handful  of 
straw ;  the  sale  of  a  thoiisand  of  which  would  not  perhaps  produce 
twenty  shillings.'' 

These  were  the  opulent  people,  from  whose  superfluities  Mr. 
Hastings  was  to  obtain  a  gift  of  40,000?.,  over  and  above  a  large 
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increase  of  rent,  over  and  above  the  exactions  by  which  the  farmer 
must  reimburse  himself  for  the  advance  of  the  money,  by  which  he 
must  obtain  the  natural  profit  of  the  farm,  as  well  as  supply  the 
peculium  of  his  own  avarice. 

Therefore  your  lordships  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  conse- 
quences. All  this  unhappy  race  of  little  farmers,  and  tillers  of  the 
soil,  were  driven  like  a  herd  of  cattle  by  his  extortioners,  and  com- 
pelled by  imprisonments,  by  fetters,  and  by  cruel  whippings,  to 
engage  for  more  than  the  whole  of  their  substance  or  possible 
acquisition. 

Over  and  above  this  there  was  no  mode  of  extortion,  which  the 
inventive  imagination  of  rapacity  could  contrive,  that  was  not  con- 
trived and  was  not  put  in  practice.  On  its  own  day  your  lordships 
will  hear  with  astonishment,  detestation,  and  horror,  the  detail  of 
these  tyrannous  inventions ;  and  it  wiU  appear  that  the  aggregate 
of  these  superadded  demands  amounted  to  as  great  a  sum  as  the 
whole  of  the  compulsory  rent  on  which  they  were  piled. 

The  country  being  in  many  parts  left  wholly  waste,  and  in  all 
parts  considerably  depopulated  by  the  first  rigours,  the  fuU  rate  of 
the  district  was  exacted  from  the  miserable  survivors.  Their  bur- 
dens were  increased,  as  their  fellow-labourers,  to  whose  joint  efforts 
they  were  to  owe  the  means  of  payment,  diminished.  Driven  to 
make  payments,  beyond  all  possible  calculation,  previous  to  receipts 
and  above  their  means,  in  a  very  short  time  they  fell  into  the  hands 
of  usurers. 

The  usurers,  who  under  such  a  government  held  their  own  funds 
by  a  precarious  tenure,  and  were  to  lend  to  those  whose  substance 
was  still  more  precarious  (to  the  natural  hardness  and  austerity  of 
that  race  of  men),  had  additional  motives  to  extortion,  and  made 
their  terms  accordingly.  And  what  were  the  terms  these  poor 
people  were  obliged  to  consent  to,  to  answer  the  bribes  and  pesh- 
cush  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  five,  ten,  twenty,  forty  per  cent.  ? 
No  !  at  an  interest  of  six  hundred  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  by 
the  day  !  A  tiller  of  land  to  pay  six  hundred  per  cent,  to  discharge 
the  demands  of  government !  What  exhaustless  fund  of  opulence 
could  supply  this  destructive  resource  of  wretchedness  and  misery  ? 
Accordingly  the  husbandman,  ground  to  powder  between  the 
usurer  below  and  the  oppressor  above,  the  whole  crop  of  the  coun- 
try was  forced  at  once  to  market ;  and  the  market  glutted,  over- 
charged, and  suffocated,  the  price  of  grain  fell  to  the  fifth  part  of 
its  usual  value.  The  crop  was  then  gone,  but  the  debt  remained. 
An  universal  treasury  extent,  and  process  of  execution,  followed  on 
the  cattle  and  stock,  and  was  enforced,  with  more  or  less  rigour,  in 
every  quarter.     We  have  it  in  evidence,  that  in  those  sales  five 
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COWS  were  sold  for  not  more  than  seven  or  eight  shillings.  All 
other  things  were  depreciated  in  the  same  proportion.  The  sale 
of  the  instruments  of  husbandry  succeeded  to  that  of  the  corn  and 
stock.  Instances  there  are,  where,  all  other  things  failing,  the 
farmers  were  dragged  from  the  court  to  their  houses,  in  order  to 
see  them  first  plundered,  and  then  burnt  down  before  their  faces. 
It  was  not  a  rigorous  collection  of  revenue,  it  was  a  savage  war 
made  upon  the  country. 

The  peasants  were  left  little  else  than  their  families  and  their 
bodies.  The  families  were  disposed  of.  It  is  a  known  observation 
that  those  who  have  the  fewest  of  all  other  worldly  enjoyments  are 
the  most  tenderly  attached  to  their  children  and  wives.  The  most 
tender  of  parents  sold  their  children  at  market.  The  most  fondly 
jealous  of  husbands  sold  their  wives.  The  tyranny  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings extinguished  every  sentiment  of  father,  son,  brother,  and 
husband ! 

I  come  now  to  the  last  stage  of  their  miseries:  every  thing 
visible  and  vendible  was  seized  and  sold.  Nothing  but  the  bodies 
remained. 

It  is  the  nature  of  tyranny  and  rapacity  never  to  learn  modera- 
tion from  the  ill-success  of  first  oppressions ;  on  the  contrary,  all 
oppressors,  all  men  thinking  highly  of  the  methods  dictated  by 
their  nature,  attribute  the  frustration  of  their  desu-es  to  the  want 
of  sufficient  rigour.  Then  they  redouble  the  efforts  of  their  impo- 
tent cruelty ;  which  producing,  as  they  must  ever  produce,  new 
disappointments,  they  grow  irritated  against  the  objects  of  their 
rapacity ;  and  then  rage,  fury,  and  malice  (implacable  because 
unprovoked),  recruiting  and  reinforcing  their  avarice,  their  vices 
are  no  longer  human.  From  cruel  men  they  are  transformed  into 
savage  beasts,  with  no  other  vestiges  of  reason  left  but  what  serves 
to  furnish  the  inventions  and  refinements  of  ferocious  subtlety  for 
purposes,  of  which  beasts  are  incapable,  and  at  which  fiends  would 
blush. 

Debi  Sing  and  his  instruments  suspected — and  in  a  few  cases  they 
suspected  justly — that  the  country  people  had  purloined  from  their 
own  estates,  and  had  hidden  in  secret  places  in  the  circumadjacent 
deserts,  some  small  reserve  of  their  own  grain  to  maintain  them- 
selves during  the  unproductive  months  of  the  year,  and  to  leave 
some  hope  for  a  future  season.  But  the  under  tyrants  knew  that 
the  demands  of  ]\Ir.  Hastings  would  admit  no  plea  for  delay,  much 
less  for  subtraction  of  his  bribe,  and  that  he  would  not  abate  a 
shilling  of  it  to  the  wants  of  the  whole  human  race.  These  hoards, 
real  or  supposed,  not  being  discovered  by  menaces  and  imprison- 
ment, they  fell  upon  the  last  resource,  the  naked  bodies  of  the 
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people.  And  here,  my  lords,  began  such  a  scene  of  cruelties  and 
tortures,  as  I  believe  no  history  has  ever  presented  to  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  world ;  such  as  I  am  sure,  in  the  most  barbarous  ages, 
no  politic  tyranny,  no  fanatic  persecution  has  ever  yet  exceeded. 
Mr.  Paterson,  the  commissioner  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  the  country,  makes  his  own  apology  and  mine  for  opening  this 
scene  of  horrors  to  you  in  the  following  words :  "  That  the 
punishments  inflicted  upon  the  ryots,  both  of  Eungpore  and 
Dinagepore,  for  nonpayment,  were  in  many  instances  of  such  a 
nature,  that  I  would  rather  wish  to  draw  a  veil  over  them,  than 
shock  your  feelings  by  the  detail.  But  that,  however  disagreeable 
the  task  may  be  to  myself,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  sake 
of  justice,  humanity,  and  the  honour  of  government,  that  they 
should  be  exposed,  to  be  prevented  in  future." 

My  lords,  they  began  by  winding  cords  round  the  fingers  of  the 
unhappy  freeholders  of  those  provinces,  until  they  clung  to  and  were 
almost  incorporated  with  one  another ;  and  then  they  hammered 
wedges  of  iron  between  them,  until,  regardless  of  the  cries  of  the 
sufferers,  they  had  bruised  to  pieces  and  for  ever  crippled  those 
poor,  honest,  innocent,  laborious  hands,  which  had  never  been  raised 
to  their  mouths,  but  with  a  penurious  and  scanty  proportion  of  the 
fruits  of  their  own  soil ;  but  those  fruits  (denied  to  the  wants  of 
their  own  children)  have  for  more  than  fifteen  years  past  furnished 
the  investment  for  our  trade  with  China,  and  been  sent  annually 
out,  and  without  recompense,  to  purchase  for  us  that  delicate  meal 
with  which  your  lordships,  and  all  this  auditory,  and  all  this  country, 
have  begun  every  day  for  these  fifteen  years  at  their  expense.  To 
those  beneficent  hands  that  labour  for  our  benefit,  the  return  of  the 
British  government  has  been  cords,  and  hammers,  and  wedges. 
But  there  is  a  place  where  these  crippled  and  disabled  hands  will 
act  with  resistless  power.  What  is  it  that  they  will  not  pull  down, 
when  they  are  lifted  to  heaven  against  their  oppressors?  Then 
what  can  withstand  such  hands  1  Can  the  power  that  crushed  and 
destroyed  them  ?  Powerful  in  prayer,  let  us  at  least  deprecate,  and 
thus  endeavour  to  secure  ourselves  from  the  vengeance  which  these 
mashed  and  disabled  hands  may  pull  down  upon  us.  My  lords,  it  is 
an  awful  consideration.     Let  us  think  of  it. 

But  to  pursue  this  melancholy  but  necessary  detail.  I  am  next 
to  open  to  your  lordships,  what  I  am  hereafter  to  prove,  that  the 
most  substantial  and  leading  yeomen,  the  responsible  farmers,  the 
parochial  magistrates,  and  chiefs  of  villages,  were  tied  two  and  two 
by  the  legs  together ;  and  their  tormentors,  throwing  them  with 
their  heads  downwards  over  a  bar,  beat  them  on  the  soles  of  the 
feet   with   rattans,  until  the  nails  fell  from  the  toes ;    and  then 
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attacking  them  at  their  heads,  as  they  hung  downward,  as  before 
at  their  feet,  they  beat  them  with  sticks  and  other  instruments  of 
blind  fury,  until  the  blood  gushed  out  at  their  eyes,  mouths,  and 
noses. 

Not  thinking  that  the  ordinary  whips  and  cudgels,  even  so 
administered,  were  sufficient,  to  others  (and  often  also  to  the  same 
who  had  suffered  as  I  have  stated)  they  applied,  instead  of  rattan 
and  bamboo,  whips  made  of  the  branches  of  the  bale  tree  ;  a  tree 
full  of  sharp  and  strong  thorns,  which  tear  the  skin  and  lacerate  the 
flesh  far  worse  than  ordinary  scourges. 

For  others,  exploring  with  a  searching  and  inquisitive  malice, 
stimulated  by  an  insatiate  rapacity,  all  the  devious  paths  of  nature 
for  whatever  is  most  unfriendly  to  man,  they  made  rods  of  a  plant 
highly  caustic  and  poisonous,  called  hechettea,  every  wound  of  which 
festers  and  gangrenes,  adds  double  and  treble  to  the  present 
torture,  leaves  a  crust  of  leprous  sores  upon  the  body,  and  often 
ends  in  the  destruction  of  life  itself. 

At  night,  these  poor  innocent  sufferers,  these  martyrs  of  avarice 
and  extortion,  were  brought  into  dungeons ;  and  in  the  season 
when  nature  takes  refuge  in  insensibility  from  all  the  miseries  and 
cares  which  wait  on  life,  they  were  three  times  scourged,  and  made 
to  reckon  the  watohes  of  the  night  by  periods  and  intervals  of 
torment.  They  were  then  led  out  in  the  severe  depth  of  winter, 
which  there  at  certain  seasons  would  be  severe  to  any,  to  the 
Indians  is  most  severe  and  almost  intolerable, — they  were  led  out 
before  break  of  day,  and,  stiff  and  sore  as  they  were  with  the  bruises 
and  wounds  of  the  night,  were  plunged  into  water ;  and  whilst 
their  jaws  clung  together  with  the  cold,  and  their  bodies  were 
rendered  infinitely  more  sensible,  the  blows  and  stripes  were 
renewed  upon  their  backs;  and  then,  delivering  them  over  to 
soldiers,  they  were  sent  into  their  farms  and  villages  to  discover 
where  a  few  handsful  of  grain  might  be  found  concealed,  or  to 
extract  some  loan  from  the  remnants  of  compassion  and  courage 
not  subdued  in  those  who  had  reason  to  fear  that  their  own  turn 
of  torment  would  be  next,  that  they  should  succeed  them  in  the 
same  punishment,  and  that  their  very  humanity,  being  taken  as  a 
proof  of  their  wealth,  would  subject  them  (as  it  did  in  many  cases 
subject  them)  to  the  same  inhuman  tortures.  After  this  circuit  of 
the  day  through  their  plundered  and  ruined  villages,  they  were 
remanded  at  night  to  the  same  prison ;  whipped,  as  before,  at  their 
return  to  the  dungeon ;  and  at  morning  whipped  at  their  leaving  it ; 
and  then  sent  as  before  to  purchase,  by  begging  in  the  day,  the 
reiteration  of  the  torture  in  the  night.  Days  of  menace,  insult, 
and  extortion ; — nights  of  bolts,  fetters,  and  flagellation  succeeded 
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to  each  other  in  the  same  round,  and  for  a  long  time  made  up  all 
the  vicissitude  of  life  to  these  miserable  people. 

But  there  are  persons  whose  fortitude  could  bear  their  own  suf- 
fering ;  there  are  men  who  are  hardened  by  their  very  pains  ;  and 
their  mind,  strengthened  even  by  the  torments  of  the  body,  rises 
with  a  strong  defiance  against  its  oppressor.  They  were  assaulted 
on  the  side  of  their  sympathy.  Children  were  scourged  almost  to 
death  in  the  presence  of  their  parents.  This  was  not  enough. 
The  son  and  father  were  bound  close  together,  face  to  face,  and 
body  to  body,  and  in  that  situation  cruelly  lashed  together,  so  that 
the  blow  which  escaped  the  father  fell  upon  the  son,  and  the  blow 
which  missed  the  son  wound  over  the  back  of  the  parent.  The  cir- 
cumstances were  combined  by  so  subtle  a  cruelty,  that  every  stroke, 
which  did  not  excruciate  the  sense,  should  wound  and  lacerate  the 
sentiments  and  aifections  of  nature. 

On  the  same  principle,  and  for  the  same  ends,  virgins,  who  had 
never  seen  the  sun,  were  dragged  from  the  inmost  sanctuaries  of 
their  houses ;  and  in  the  open  court  of  justice,  in  the  very  place 
where  security  was  to  be  sought  against  all  wrong  and  all  violence 
(but  where  no  judge  or  lawful  magistrate  had  long  sat,  but  in  their 
place  the  rufiSans  and  hangmen  of  Warren  Hastings  occupied  the 
bench),  these  virgins,  vainly  invoking  heaven  and  earth,  in  the 
presence  of  their  parents,  and  whilst  their  shrieks  were  mingled 
with  the  indignant  cries  and  groans  of  all  the  people,  publicly  were 
violated  by  the  lowest  and  wickedest  of  the  human  race.  Wives 
were  torn  from  the  arms  of  their  husbands,  and  suffered  the  same 
flagitious  wrongs,  which  were  indeed  hid  in  the  bottoms  of  the 
dungeons,  in  which  their  honour  and  their  liberty  were  buried  toge- 
ther. Often  they  were  taken  out  of  the  refuge  of  this  consoling 
gloom,  stripped  naked,  and  thus  exposed  to  the  world,  and  then 
cruelly  scourged ;  and  in  order  that  cruelty  might  riot  in  all  the 
circumstances  that  melt  into  tenderness  the  fiercest  natures,  the 
nipples  of  their  breasts  were  put  between  the  sharp  and  elastic 
sides  of  cleft  bamboos.  Here  in  my  hand  is  my  authority ;  for 
otherwise  one  would  think  it  incredible.  But  it  did  not  end  there. 
Growing  from  crime  to  crime,  ripened  by  cruelty  for  cruelty,  these 
fiends,  at  length  outraging  sex,  decency,  nature,  applied  lighted 
torches  and  slow  fire — (I  cannot  proceed  for  shame  and  horror !) 
these  infernal  furies  planted  death  in  the  source  of  life,  and  where 
that  modesty  which,  more  than  reason,  distinguishes  men  from 
beasts,  retires  from  the  view,  and  even  shrinks  from  the  expression, 
there  they  exercised  and  glutted  their  unnatural,  monstrous,  and 
nefarious  cruelty, — there,  where  the  reverence  of  nature,  and  the 
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sanctity  of  justice,  dares  not  to  pursue,  nor  venture  to  describe  their 
practices. 

These,  my  lords,  were  sufferings  which  we  feel  all  in  common,  in 
India  and  in  England,  by  the  general  sympathy  of  our  common 
nature.  But  there  were  in  that  province  (sold  to  the  tormentors 
by  Mr.  Hastings)  things  done,  which,  from  the  peculiar  manners 
of  India,  were  even  worse  than  all  I  have  laid  before  you  ;  as  the 
dominion  of  manners,  and  the  law  of  opinion,  contribute  more  to  their 
happiness  and  misery  than  any  thing  in  mere  sensitive  nature 
can  do. 

The  women  thus  treated  lost  their  caste.  My  lords,  we  are  not 
here  to  commend  or  blame  the  institutions  and  prejudices  of  a 
whole  race  of  people,  radicated  in  them  by  a  long  succession  of 
ages,  on  which  no  reason  or  argument,  on  which  no  vicissitude  of 
things,  no  mixtures  of  men,  or  foreign  conquest,  have  been  able  to 
make  the  smallest  impression.  The  aboriginal  Gentoo  inhabitants 
are  all  dispersed  into  tribes  or  castes  ;  each  caste  bom  to  an 
invariable  rank,  rights,  and  descriptions  of  employment ;  so  that 
one  caste  cannot  by  any  means  pass  into  another.  With  the 
Gentoos  certain  impurities  or  disgraces,  though  without  any  guilt 
of  the  party,  infer  loss  of  caste ;  and  when  the  highest  caste,  that 
of  Brahmin,  which  is  not  only  noble  but  sacred,  is  lost,  the  person 
who  loses  it  does  not  slide  down  into  one  lower  but  reputable — he 
is  wholly  driven  from  all  honest  society.  All  the  relations  of 
life  are  at  once  dissolved.  His  parents  are  no  longer  his  parents ; 
his  wife  is  no  longer  his  wife ;  his  children,  no  longer  his,  are 
no  longer  to  regard  him  as  their  father.  It  is  something  far 
worse  than  complete  outlawry,  complete  attainder,  and  universal 
excommunication.  It  is  a  pollution  even  to  touch  him  ;  and  if  he 
touches  any  of  his  old  caste,  they  are  justified  in  putting  him  to 
death.  Contagion,  leprosy,  plague,  are  not  so  much  shunned. 
No  honest  occupation  can  be  followed.  He  becomes  an  halichore, 
if  (which  is  rare)  he  survives  that  miserable  degradation. 

Upon  those  whom  aU  the  shocking  catalogue  of  tortures  I  have 
mentioned  could  not  make  to  flinch,  one  of  the  modes  of  losing 
caste  for  Brahmins,  and  other  principal  tribes,  was  practised.  It 
was  to  harness  a  bullock  at  the  court-door,  and  to  put  the  Brahmin  on 
his  back,  and  to  lead  him  through  the  towns,  with  drums  beating 
before  him.  To  intimidate  others,  this  bullock,  \\ith  drums,  the 
instrument  according  to  their  ideas  of  outrage,  disgrace,  and  utter 
loss  of  caste,  was  led  through  the  country ;  and  as  it  advanced  the 
country  fled  before  it.  When  any  Brahmin  was  seized  he  was 
threatened  with  this  pillory,  and  for  the  most  part  he  submitted  in 
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a  moment  to  whatever  was  ordered.  What  it  was  may  be  thence 
judged.  But  when  no  possibUity  existed  of  complying  with  the 
demand,  the  people  by  their  cries  sometimes  prevailed  on  the 
tyrants  to  have  it  commuted  for  cruel  scourging,  which  was 
accepted  as  mercy.  To  some  Brahmins  this  mercy  was  denied,  and 
the  act  of  indelible  infamy  executed.  Of  these  men  one  came  to  the 
company's  commissioner  with  the  tale,  and  ended  with  these  melan- 
choly words, — "  I  have  suffered  this  indignity;  my  caste  is  lost;  my 
life  is  a  burden  to  me ;  I  call  for  justice."     He  called  in  vain. 

Your  lordships  will  not  wonder  that  these  monstrous  and  oppres- 
sive demands,  exacted  with  such  tortures,  threw  the  whole  province 
into  despair.  They  abandoned  their  crops  on  the  ground.  The 
people,  in  a  body,  would  have  fled  out  of  its  confines ;  but  bands  of 
soldiers  invested  the  avenues  of  the  province,  and  making  a  line  of 
circumvallation,  drove  back  those  wretches,  who  sought  exile  as  a 
rehef,  into  the  prison  of  their  native  soil.  Not  suffered  to  quit  the 
district,  they  fled  to  the  many  wild  thickets  which  oppression  had 
scattered  through  it,  and  sought  amongst  the  jungles,  and  dens  of 
tigers,  a  refuge  from  the  tyranny  of  Warren  Hastings.  Not  able 
long  to  exist  here,  pressed  at  once  by  wild  beasts  and  famine,  the 
same  despair  drove  them  back  ;  and  seeking  their  last  resource  in 
arms,-  the  most  quiet,  the  most  passive,  the  most  timid  of  the  human 
race,  rose  up  in  an  universal  insurrection  ;  and  what  will  always 
happen  in  popular  tumults,  the  effects  of  the  fury  of  the  people  fell  on 
the  meaner  and  sometimes  the  reluctant  instruments  of  the  tyranny, 
who  in  several  places  were  massacred.  The  insurrection  began 
in  Rungpore,  and  soon  spread  its  fire  to  the  neighbouring  provinces, 
which  had  been  harassed  by  the  same  person  with  the  same 
oppressions.  The  English  chief  in  that  province  had  been  the 
silent  witness,  most  probably  the  abettor  and  accomplice,  of  all 
these  horrors.  He  called  in  first  irregular,  and  then  regular  troops, 
who  by  dreadful  and  universal  military  execution  got  the  better 
of  the  impotent  resistance  of  unarmed  and  undisciplined  despair. 
I  am  tired  with  the  detail  of  the  cruelties  of  peace.  I  spare  you 
those  of  a  cruel  and  inhuman  wai-,  and  of  the  executions  which, 
without  law  or  process,  or  even  the  shadow  of  authority,  were 
ordered  by  the  English  revenue  chief  in  that  province. 

In  our  Indian  government,  whatever  grievance  is  borne  is  denied 
to  exist,  and  all  mute  despair,  and  sullen  patience,  is  construed 
into  content  and  satisfaction.  But  this  general  insurrection,  which 
at  every  moment  threatened  to  blaze  out  afresh,  and  to  involve  all 
the  provinces  in  its  flames,  rent  in  pieces  that  veil  of  fraud  and 
mystery  that  covers  all  the  miseries  of  all  the  provinces.  Calcutta 
rung  with  it;  and  it  was  feared  it  would  go  to  England.     The 


438  IMPEACHMENT   OF   WAEREN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

English  chief  in  the  province,  Mr.  Goodlad,  represented  it  to  Mr. 
Hastings's  revenue  committee  to  be  (what  it  was)  the  greatest  and 
most  serious  disturbance  that  ever  happened  in  Bengal.  But, 
good  easy  man,  he  was  utterly  unable  to  guess  to  what  cause 
it  was  to  be  attributed.  He  thought  there  was  some  irregularity 
in  the  collection;  but  on  the  whole  judged  that  it  had  little 
other  cause  than  a  general  conspiracy  of  the  husbandmen  and 
landholders,  who,  as  Debi  Sing''s  lease  was  near  expiring,  had 
determined  not  to  pay  any  more  revenue. 

Mr.  Hastings's  committee  of  revenue,  whilst  these  wounds  were 
yet  bleeding,  and  whilst  a  total  failure  was  threatened  in  the  rents 
of  these  provinces,  thought  themselves  obliged  to  make  an  inquiry, 
with  some  sort  of  appearance  of  seriousness  into  the  causes  of  it. 
They  looked  therefore  about  them  carefully,  and  chose  what  they 
judged  would  be  most  plausible  and  least  effective.  They  thought  that 
it  was  necessary  to  send  a  special  commissioner  into  the  province ; 
and  one,  too,  whose  character  would  not  instantly  blast  the  credit 
of  his  mission.  They  cast  their  eyes  on  a  Mr.  Paterson,  a  servant 
of  the  company,  a  man  of  fair  character,  and  long  standing  in  the 
service.  Mr.  Paterson  was  a  person  known  to  be  of  a  very  cool 
temper,  placid  manners,  moderate  and  middle  opinions,  unconnected 
with  parties :  and  from  such  a  character  they  looked  for  (what 
sometimes  is  to  be  expected  from  it)  a  compromising,  balanced, 
neutraUzed,  equivocal,  colourless,  confused  report ;  in  which  the 
blame  was  to  be  impartially  divided  between  the  sufferer  and  the 
oppressor ;  and  in  which,  according  to  the  standing  manners  of 
Bengal,  he  would  recommend  oblivion  as  the  best  remedy;  and 
would  end  by  remarking,  that  retrospect  could  have  no  advan- 
tage, and  could  serve  only  to  irritate  and  keep  alive  animosities: 
and  by  this  kiud  of  equitable,  candid,  and  judge-like  proceeding, 
they  hoped  the  whole  complaint  would  calmly  fade  away ;  the 
sufferers  remain  in  the  possession  of  their  patience,  and  the  tyrant 
of  his  plunder.  In  confidence  of  this  event  from  this  presumed 
character,  Mr.  Hastings's  committee,  in  appointing  Mr.  Paterson 
their  commissioner,  were  not  deficient  in  arming  him  with  powers 
equal  to  the  object  of  his  commission.  He  was  enabled  to  call 
before  him  all  accountants,  to  compel  the  production  of  all  accounts, 
to  examine  all  persons  ;  not  only  to  inquire  and  to  report,  but  to 
decide  and  to  redress. 

Such  is  the  imperfection  of  human  wisdom,  that  the  committee 
totally  failed  in  their  well-laid  project.  They  were  totally  mistaken 
in  their  man.  Under  that  cold  outside,  the  commissioner  Paterson 
concealed  a  firm,  manly,  and  fixed  principle ;  a  deciding  intellect, 
and  a  feeling  heart.     My  lords,  he  Is  the  son  of  a  gentleman  of  a 


SPEECH,    FIFTH   DAY.  439 

venerable  age  and  excellent  character  in  this  country,  who  long 
filled  the  seat  of  chairman  of  the  committee  of  supply  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  who  is  now  enjoying  repose  from  his  long  labours 
in  an  honourable  age.  The  son,  as  soon  as  he  was  appointed  to 
this  commission,  was  awed  by,  and  dreaded  the  consequences.  He 
knew  to  what  temptation  he  should  be  exposed  from  the  known 
character  of  Debi  Sing,  to  suppress  or  to  misrepresent  facts.  He, 
therefore,  took  out  a  letter  he  had  from  his  father,  which  letter  was 
the  preservation  of  his  character,  and  destruction  of  his  fortune. 
This  letter  he  always  resorted  to  in  all  trying  exigencies  of  his  life. 
He  laid  the  letter  before  him,  and  there  was  enjoined  such  a  line  of 
integrity,  of  incorruptness,  of  bearing  every  degree  of  persecution 
rather  than  disguising  truth,  that  he  went  up  into  the  country  in  a 
proper  frame  of  mind  for  doing  his  duty. 

He  went  to  Rungpore,  strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
great  trust  that  was  placed  in  him ;  and  he  had  not  the  least  reason 
to  doubt  of  full  support  in  the  execution  of  it ;  as  he,  with  every 
other  wliite  man  in  Bengal  probably,  and  every  black,  except  two, 
was  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  the  governor-general,  mider  whose 
delegated  authority  he  was  sent,  had  been  bribed  by  the  farmer- 
general  of  those  provinces,  and  had  sold  them  to  his  discretion  for 
a  great  sum  of  money.  If  Paterson  had  known  this  fact,  no  human 
consideration  would  have  induced  him,  or  any  other  man  of  common 
prudence,  to  undertake  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Debi  Sing. 
Pity,  my  lords,  the  condition  of  an  honest  servant  in  Bengal. 

But  Paterson  was  ignorant  of  this  dark  transaction,  and  went 
simply  to  perform  a  duty.  He  had  hardly  set  his  foot  in  the  province, 
when  the  universal,  unquestioned,  uncontradicted  testimony  of  the 
whole  people,  concurring  with  the  manifest  evidence  of  things  which 
could  not  lie ;  with  the  face  of  an  utterly  ruined,  undone,  depopulated 
country,  and  saved  from  literal  and  exceptionless  depopulation  only 
by  the  exhibition  of  scattered  bands  of  wild,  naked,  meagre,  half- 
famished  wretches,  who  rent  heaven  with  their  cries  and  bowlings, 
left  him  no  sort  of  doubt  of  the  real  cause  of  the  late  tumults.  In 
his  first  letters,  he  conveyed  his  sentiments  to  the  committee  with 
these  memorable  words  : — "  In  my  two  reports,  I  have  set  forth,  in 
a  general  manner,  the  oppressions  which  provoked  the  ryots  to 
rise.  I  shall,  therefore,  not  enumerate  them  now.  Every  day  of 
my  inquiry  serves  but  to  confirm  the  facts.  The  wonder  would  have 
been,  if  they  had  not  risen  :  it  was  not  collection,  but  real  robbery, 
aggravated  by  corporal  punishment,  and  every  insult  of  disgrace ; 
and  this  not  confined  to  a  few,  but  extended  over  every  individual. 
Let  the  mind  of  man  be  ever  so  much  inured  to  servitude,  still  there 
is  a  point  where  oppressions  will  rouse  it  to  resistance.     Conceive 
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to  yourselves,  what  must  be  the  situation  of  a  ryot,  when  he  sees 
every  thing  he  has  in  the  world  seized,  to  answer  an  exaggerated 
demand,  and  sold  at  so  low  a  price,  as  not  to  answer  one-half  of 
that  demand :  when  he  finds  himself  so  far  from  being  released, 
that  he  remains  still  subject  to  corporal  punishment.  But  what 
must  be  his  feelings,  when  his  tyrant,  seeing  that  kind  of  severity 
of  no  avail,  adds  family  disgrace  and  loss  of  caste  !  You,  gentlemen, 
who  know  the  reserve  of  the  natives  in  whatever  concerns  their 
women,  and  their  attachment  to  their  castes,  must  allow  the  full 
effect  of  these  prejudices  under  such  circumstances." 

He,  however,  proceeded  with  steadiness  and  method ;  and  in  spite 
of  every  discouragement  which  could  be  thrown  in  his  way  by  the 
power,  craft,  fraud,  and  corruption  of  the  farmer-general  Debi 
Sing,  by  the  collusion  of  the  provincial  chief,  and  by  the  decay  of 
support  from  his  employers,  which  gradually  faded  away,  and  forsook 
him,  as  his  occasions  for  it  increased.  Under  all  these,  and  under 
many  more  discouragements  and  difficulties,  he  made  a  series  of 
able,  clear,  and  well-digested  reports,  attended  with  such  evidence 
as  never  before,  and,  I  beheve,  never  will  again  appear,  of  the 
internal  provincial  administration  of  Bengal;  of  evils  universally 
understood,  which  no  one  was  ever  so  absurd  as  to  contradict,  and 
whose  existence  was  never  denied,  except  in  those  places  where 
they  ought  to  be  rectified,  although  none  before  Paterson  had  the 
courage  to  display  the  particulars.  By  these  reports,  carefully 
collated  with  the  evidence,  I  have  been  enabled  to  lay  before  you 
some  of  the  effects,  in  one  province  and  part  of  another,  of  Grovemor 
Hastings's  general  system  of  bribery. 

But  now  appeared,  in  the  most  striking  light,  the  good  policy  of 
jNIr.  Hastings's  system  of  1780,  in  placing  this  screen  of  a  com- 
mittee between  him  and  his  crimes.  The  committee  had  their 
lesson.  Whilst  Paterson  is  left  collecting  his  evidence,  and  casting 
up  his  accounts  in  Rungpore,  Debi  Sing  is  called  up,  in  seeming 
wrath,  to  the  capital ;  where  he  is  received  as  those  who  have 
robbed  and  desolated  provinces,  and  filled  their  coffers  with  seven 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  have  been  usually  received  at 
Calcutta,  and  sometimes  in  Great  Britain.  Debi  Sing  made  good 
his  ground  in  Calcutta,  and  when  he  had  well  prepared  his  committee, 
in  due  time  Paterson  returns,  appears,  and  reports. 

Persons,  even  less  informed  than  your  lordships,  are  well  apprized 
that  all  officers,  representing  government,  and  making,  in  that  cha- 
racter, an  authorized  inquiry,  are  entitled  to  a  presumptive  credit 
for  all  their  proceedings,  and  that  their  reports  of  facts  (where 
there  is  no  evidence  of  corruption  or  maUce)  are  in  the  first  instance 
to   be  taken  for  truth,   especially  by  those   who  have   authorized 
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the  inquiry ;  and  it  is  their  duty  to  put  the  burden  of  proof  to  the 
contrary  on  those  who  would  impeach  or  shake  the  report. 

Other  principles  of  policy,  and  other  rules  of  government,  and 
other  maxims  of  office  prevailed  in  the  committee  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
devising.  In  order  to  destroy  that  just  and  natural  credit  of  the 
officer,  and  the  protection  and  support  they  were  bound  to  afford 
him,  they  in  an  instant  shift  and  reverse  all  the  relations  in  which 
the  parties  stood. 

This  executive  board,  instituted  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue 
and  of  the  people,  and  which  was  no  court  of  justice  in  fact  or  name, 
turned  their  own  representative  officer,  reporting  facts  according  to 
his  duty,  into  a  voluntary  accuser  who  is  to  make  good  his  charge 
at  his  peril.  The  farmer-general,  whose  conduct  was  not  crimi- 
nally attacked,  but  appeared  as  one  of  the  grounds  of  a  public 
inquiry,  is  turned  into  a  culprit  before  a  court  of  justice,  against 
whom  every  thing  is  to  be  juridically  made  out  or  not  admitted  : 
and  the  members  of  an  executive  board,  by  usurpation  and  fraud, 
erect  themselves  into  judges,  bound  to  proceed  by  strict  rules  of 
law. 

By  this  infamous  juggle  they  took  away,  as  far  as  in  them  lay, 
the  credit  due  to  the  proceedings  of  government.  They  changed 
the  natural  situation  of  proofs.  They  rejected  the  depositions  of 
Paterson's  witnesses,  as  not  on  oath,  though  they  had  never  ordered 
or  authorized  them  so  to  be  taken. 

They  went  further,  and  disabled,  in  a  body,  all  the  deponents 
themselves,  whether  on  oath  or  not  on  oath,  by  discrediting  the 
whole  province  as  a  set  of  criminals,  who  gave  evidence  to  palliate 
their  own  rebellion.  They  administered  interrogatories  to  the  com- 
missioner instead  of  the  culprit.  They  took  a  base  fellow,  whom 
they  had  themselves  ordered  their  commissioner  to  imprison  for 
crimes,  (crimes  charged  on  him,  not  by  the  commissioner,  but  by 
themselves,)  and  made  him  a  complainant  and  a  witness  against 
him  in  the  stupidest  and  most  improbable  of  all  accusations ; — 
namely,  that  Paterson  had  menaced  him  with  punishment,  if  he  did 
not,  in  so  many  words,  slander  and  calumniate  Debi  Sing :  and 
then  the  committee,  seating  this  wretch  as  an  assessor  at  their 
own  board,  who  a  few  days  before  would  have  trembled  like  a 
whipped  slave  at  the  look  of  an  European,  encouraged  him  to  inter- 
rogate their  own  commissioner. 

[Note. — Here  Mr.  Burke  was  taken  ill,  and  olliged  to  sit  down. 
After  some  time  Mr.  Burke  again  addressed  the  House.'] 

My  lords,  I  am  sorry  to  break  the  attention  of  your  lordships  in 
such  a  way.     It  is  a  subject  that  agitates  me.     It  is  long,  difficult, 
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and  arduous ;  but  with  the  blessing  of  Crod,  if  I  can,  to  save  you 
any  further  trouble,  I  will  go  through  it  this  day. 

I  am  to  tell  your  lordships,  that  the  next  step  they  took  was, 
after  putting  Mr.  Paterson  as  an  accuser  to  make  good  a  charge, 
which  he  made  out  but  too  much  to  their  satisfaction,  they  changed 
their  battery. 

[Note. — Mr.  Burke's  illness  increased,  upon  which  the  House,  on 
the  motion  of  His  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ad}ov/rned.'\ 
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(mk.  burke.) 

My  Louds, 
In  any  great  undertaking,  a  failure  in  the  midst  of  it,  even  from 
infirmity,  though  to  be  regarded  principally  as  a  misfortune,  is 
attended  with  some  slight  shadow  of  disgrace  ;  but  your  lordships' 
humanity,  and  your  love  of  justice,  have  remedied  every  thing,  and 
I  therefore  proceed  with  confidence  this  day. 

My  lords,  I  think  (to  the  best  of  my  remembrance)  the  House 
adjourned  at  the  period  of  time  in  which  I  was  endeavouring  to  illus- 
trate the  mischiefs  that  happened  from  Mr.  Hastings's  throwing  off 
his  responsibility,  by  delegating  his  power  to  a  nominal  council,  and 
in  reality  to  a  black  bad  man,  a  native  of  the  country,  of  the  worst 
character  that  could  be  found  in  it ;  and  the  consequence  of  it,  in 
preventing  the  detection  and  the  punishment  of  the  grossest  abuses 
that  ever  were  known  to  be  committed  in  India,  or  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 

My  lords,  I  stated  to  you  that  Mr.  Commissioner  Paterson  was 
sent  into  that  country.  I  stated  that  he  was  sent  into  it  with  aU 
the  authority  of  government,  with  power  to  hear,  and  not  only  to 
hear  and  to  report,  but  to  redress  the  grievances  which  he  should 
find  in  the  country.  In  short,  there  was  nothing  wanting  to  his 
power  but  an  honest  support.  Your  lordships  wiU  be  convinced 
that  the  road  to  fortune  was  easy  to  him.  Debi  Sing  for  a  favour- 
able report  would  have  given  a  large  sum  of  money.  Your  lord- 
ships will  be  convinced,  that  the  committee  would  not  have  received 
such  a  report  as  a  proof  of  bribery.  They  would  rather  consider 
him  as  a  man  whose  conduct  tended  to  conciliate,  and  to  soften 
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troublesome  and  difficult  matters,  and  to  settle  the  order  of  govern- 
ment as  soon  as  possible. 

Some  of  the  things  contained  in  his  reports  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  laying  before  your  lordships,  but  very  faintly,  very  imper- 
fectly, and  far  short  of  my  materials.  I  have  stated  that  the 
criminal,  against  whom  the  commissioner  had  made  his  report, 
instead  of  being  punished  by  that  strong  hand  of  power,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  use  upon  other  occasions,  when  he 
has  endeavoured  to  make  princes,  or  persons  in  the  rank  and  with 
the  attributes  of  sovereign  princes,  feel,  whenever  they  have  incurred 
his  private  resentments ;  that  this  man  was  put  into  every  situation 
of  offence,  or  defence,  which  the  most  litigious  and  prevaricating 
laws  that  ever  were  invented  in  the  very  bosom  of  arbitrary  power 
could  afford  him.  or  by  which  peculation  and  power  were  to  be 
screened  from  the  cries  of  an  oppressed  people. 

Mr.  Paterson,  I  stated,  from  being  a  commissioner  directed  to 
report,  under  the  authority  of  government,  to  that  government,  was 
considered  as  a  voluntary  accuser,  obliged  to  make  good  the  articles 
of  his  charge.  But  I  believe  I  stated  that  he  did  not  long  remain 
in  that  condition. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  to  your  lordships,  that  this  Debi 
Sing,  fortified  by  this  protection,  which  was  extended  even  to  the 
lowest  of  his  instruments,  thought  it  high  time  to  assume  the  supe- 
riority that  belonged  to  a  personage,  who  had  the  governor-general 
for  his  pensioner.  No  longer  the  sneaking  tone  of  apology;  no 
longer  the  modest  allegations,  that  the  commissioner  was  misin- 
formed ; — he  boldly  accuses  the  representative  of  English  govern- 
ment of  forgery  in  order  to  destroy  him ;  he  criminates  and  recri- 
minates, and  lays  about  him  without  mercy. 

Things  were  now  in  a  proper  train; — the  committee  find  the 
cause  growing  and  ripening  to  their  wishes; — answers,  replies, 
objections,  and  interrogatories,  accounts  opposed  to  accounts, — 
balances  now  on  the  one  side ;  now  on  the  other. — Now  debtor 
becomes  creditor,  and  creditor  debtor — until  the  proceedings  were 
grown  to  the  size  of  volumes,  and  the  whole  well  fitted  to  perplex 
the  most  simple  facts,  and  to  darken  the  meridian  sunshine  of  pubUc 
notoriety.  They  prepared  a  report  for  the  governor-general  and 
council,  suitable  to  the  whole  tenor  of  their  proceedings.  Here 
the  man  whom  they  had  employed  and  betrayed,  appeared  in  a  new 
character.  Observe  their  course  with  him  : — first,  he  was  made  a 
commissioner.  Then,  he  was  changed  from  a  commissioner  to  be  a 
voluntary  accuser.  He  now  undergoes  another  metamorphosis  ; — 
he  appears  as  a  culprit,  before  Mr.  Hastings,  on  the  accusation  of 


SPEECH,    SIXTH    DAY.  445 

the  donor  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes.  He  is  to  answer  to  the  accu- 
sations of  Debi  Sing.  He  is  permitted  to  find  materials  for  his 
own  defence  ;  and  he,  an  old  company's  servant,  is  to  acknowledge 
it  as  a  favour  to  be  again  suffered  to  go  into  the  province,  without 
authority,  without  station,  without  public  character,  under  the  dis- 
countenance and  frowns,  and  in  a  manner  under  prosecution,  of  the 
government.  As  a  favour  he  is  suffered  to  go  again  into  Rungpore, 
in  hopes  of  finding  among  the  dejected,  harassed,  and  enslaved  race 
of  Hindoos,  and  in  that  undone  province,  men  bold  enough  to  stand 
forward,  against  aU  temptations  of  emolument,  and  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  with  a  firm  adherence  to  their  original  charge  ;  and,  at 
a  time  when  they  saw  him  an  abandoned  and  persecuted  private 
individual,  whom  they  had  just  before  looked  upon  as  a  protecting 
angel,  carrying  with  him  the  whole  power  of  a  beneficent  govern- 
ment, and  whom  they  had  applied  to  as  a  magistrate  of  high  and 
sacred  authority,  to  hear  the  complaints  and  to  redress  the 
grievances  of  a  whole  people. 

A  new  commission  of  junior  servants  was  at  the  same  time  sent 
out  to  review  and  re-examine  the  cause,  to  inquire  into  the  inquiry, 
to  examine  into  the  examination,  to  control  the  report,  to  be  com- 
missioners upon  the  commission  of  Mr.  Paterson.  Before  these 
commissioners  he  was  made  to  appear  as  an  accused  person,  and 
was  put  upon  his  defence,  but  without  the  authority,  and  without 
the  favour,  which  ought  to  go  with  an  accused  person  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  make  out  such  defence. 

These  persons  went  down  into  that  country ;  and  after  spending 
a  long  time  in  mere  matters  of  form,  found  they  could  not  do 
without  a  representative  of  Debi  Sing,  and  accordingly  they  ordered 
Debi  Sing  to  send  up  his  vakeel. 

I  forgot  to  state  to  your  lordships  what  the  condition  of  Debi 
Sing  was  during  this  proceeding.  This  man  had  been  ordered  to 
Calcutta  on  two  grounds  ;  one,  on  the  matter  of  his  flagitious 
misconduct  at  Eungpore,  and  the  other,  for  a  great  failure  in  the 
payment  of  his  stipulated  revenue.  Under  this  double  accusation 
he  was  to  be  considered,  according  to  the  usual  mode  of  proceeding 
in  such  cases,  as  a  prisoner ;  and  he  was  kept,  not  in  the  common 
gaol  of  Calcutta,  not  in  the  prison  of  the  fort,  not  in  that  gaol  in 
which  rajah  Nundcomar,  who  had  been  prime  minister  of  the 
empire,  was  confined,  but  according  to  the  mild  ways  of  that  coun- 
try, where  they  choose  to  be  mild,  and  the  persons  are  protected 
by  the  official  influence  of  power,  under  a  free  custody.  He  was 
put  under  a  guard  of  sepoys,  but  not  confined  to  his  house  ;  he  was 
permitted  to  go  abroad,  where  he  was  daily  in  conference  with 
those   who   were   to  judge   him ;  and   having  an  address,   which 
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seldom  fails,  and  a  dexterity  never  wanting  to  a  man  possessed  of 
700,000^.,  he  converted  this  guard  into  a  retinue  of  honour :  their 
bayonets  were  lowered,  their  muskets  laid  aside;  they  attended 
him  with  their  side  arms,  and  many  with  silver  verges  in  their  hand, 
to  mark  him  out  rather  as  a  great  magistrate  attended  by  a  retinue, 
than  a  prisoner  under  guard. 

When  he  was  ordered  to  send  a  vakeel  to  defend  his  conduct, 
he  refused  to  send  him.  Upon  which  the  commissioners,  instead 
of  saying,  "  If  you  will  not  send  your  agent,  we  will  proceed  in  our 
inquiry  without  him,"  (and  indeed  it  was  not  made  necessary  by 
the  commission  that  he  should  be  there  either  by  vakeel  or  other- 
vsise,)  condescendingly  admitted  his  refusal,  and  suffered  him  to 
come  up  in  person.  He  accordingly  enters  the  province,  attended 
with  his  guard,  in  the  manner  I  have  before  mentioned,  more  as  a 
person  returning  in  triumph  from  a  great  victory,  than  as  a  man 
under  the  load  of  all  those  enormous  charges  which  I  have  stated. 
He  enters  the  province  in  this  manner;  and  Mr.  Paterson,  who 
saw  himself  lately  the  representative  of  the  India  Company,  (an  old 
servant  of  the  company  is  a  great  man  in  that  country,)  was  now 
left  naked,  destitute,  without  any  mark  of  official  situation  or 
dignity.  He  was  present,  and  saw  all  the  marks  of  imprisonment 
turned  into  marks  of  respect  and  dignity  to  this  consummate  villain, 
whom  I  have  the  misfortune  of  being  obliged  to  introduce  to  your 
lordships'  notice.  Mr.  Paterson,  seeing  the  effect  of  the  proceed- 
ing every  where,  seeing  the  minds  of  the  people  broken  and  sub- 
dued, and  prostrate  under  it,  and  that  so  far  from  having  the  means 
of  detecting  the  vUlanies  of  this  insolent  criminal,  appearing  as  a 
magistrate,  he  had  not  the  means  of  defending  even  his  own  inno- 
cence, because  every  kind  of  information  fled  and  was  annihilated 
before  him,  represented  to  these  young  commissioners  that  this 
appearance  of  authority  tended  to  strike  terror  into  the  hearts  of 
the  natives,  and  to  prevent  his  receiving  justice.  The  council  of 
Calcutta  took  this  representation  into  their  deliberate  consideration ; 
they  found  that  it  was  true,  that  if  he  had  such  an  attendance  any 
longer  in  this  situation  (and  a  large  attendance  it  was,  such  as  the 
chancellor  of  this  kingdom,  or  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, does  not  appear  with),  it  would  have  an  evil  appearance. 
On  the  other  hand,  say  they,  "  if  Tie  should  be  left  under  a  guard, 
the  people  would  consider  him  as  under  disgrace.''''  They  therefore 
took  a  middle  way,  and  ordered  the  guard  not  to  attend  him  with 
fixed  bayonets,  which  had  the  appearance  of  the  cu.stody  of  a 
prisoner,  but  to  lower  their  muskets,  and  unfix  their  bayonets. 

The  next  step  of  these  commissioners  is  to  exclude  Mr.  Pater- 
son from  all  their  deliberations;  and,  in  order  that  both  parties 
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might  be  put  on  an  equality,  one  would  naturally  conclude  that 
the  culprit  Debi  Sing  was  likewise  excluded.  Far  from  it :  he  sat 
upon  the  bench.  Need  I  say  any  more  upon  this  subject  ?  The 
protection  followed. 

In  this  situation  Mr.  Paterson  wrote  one  of  the  most  pathetic 
memorials  that  ever  was  penned  to  the  council  at  Calcutta,  sub- 
mitting to  his  hard  fate,  but  standing  inflexibly  to  his  virtue,  that 
brought  it  upon  him.  To  do  the  man  justice,  he  bore  the  whole 
of  this  persecution  like  a  hero.  He  never  tottered  in  his  prin- 
ciples, nor  swerved  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  from  the  noble  cause 
of  justice  and  humanity,  in  which  he  had  been  engaged ;  and  when 
your  lordships  come  to  see  his  memorials,  you  will  have  reason  to 
observe  that  his  abilities  are  answerable  to  the  dignity  of  his  cause, 
and  make  him  worthy  of  every  thing  that  he  had  the  honour  to 
suffer  for  it. 

To  cut  short  the  thread  of  this  shocking  series  of  corruption, 
oppression,  fraud,  and  chicanery,  which  lasted  for  upwards  of  four 
years ;  Paterson  remains  without  employment : — the  inhabitants 
of  great  provinces,  whose  substance  and  whose  blood  was  sold  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  remain  without  redress. — And  the  purchaser,  Debi 
Sing,  that  corrupt,  iniquitous,  and  bloody  tyrant,  instead  of  being 
proceeded  against  by  the  committee  in  a  civil  suit  for  retribution 
to  the  sufferers,  is  handed  over  to  the  false  semblance  of  a  trial,  on 
a  criminal  charge,  before  a  Mahommedan  judge, — an  equal  judge, 
however.  The  judge  was  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  his  original  patron, 
and  the  author  of  all  his  fortunes ; — a  judge,  who  depends  on  him, 
as  a  debtor  depends  upon  his  creditor.  To  that  judge  is  he  sent, 
without  a  distinct  charge,  without  a  prosecutor,  and  without  evi- 
dence. The  next  ships  will  bring  you  an  account  of  his  honourable 
acquittal. 

I  have  stated  before  that  I  considered  Mr.  Hastings  as  respon- 
sible for  the  characters  of  the  people  he  employed ;  doubly  respon- 
sible, if  he  knew  them  to  be  bad.  I,  therefore,  charge  him  with 
putting  in  situations,  in  which  any  evil  may  be  committed,  persons 
of  known  evil  characters. 

My  lords,  I  charge  him,  as  chief  governor,  with  destroying  the 
institutions  of  the  country,  which  were  designed  to  be,  and  ought 
to  have  been,  controls  upon  such  a  person  as  Debi  Sing. 

An  officer,  called  dewan  or  steward  of  the  country,  had  always 
been  placed  as  a  control  on  the  farmer ; — but  that  no  such  con- 
trol should  in  fact  exist, — that  he,  Debi  Sing,  should  be  let  loose 
to  rapine,  slaughter,  and  plunder  in  the  country,  both  offices  were 
conferred  on  him.  Did  Mr.  Hastings  vest  these  offices  in  him? 
No ;  but  if  Mr.  Hastings  had  kept  firm  to  the  duties  which  the 
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act  of  parliament  appointed  him  to  execute,  all  the  revenue  ap- 
pointments must  have  been  made  by  him :  but,  instead  of  making 
them  himself,  he  appointed  Gunga  Govin  Sing  to  make  them ;  and 
for  that  appointment,  and  for  the  whole  train  of  subordinate  villany, 
which  followed  the  placing  iniquity  in  the  chief  seat  of  government, 
Mr.  Hastings  is  answerable.  He  is  answerable,  I  say,  first,  for 
destroying  his  own  legal  capacity ;  and,  next,  for  destroying  the 
legal  capacity  of  the  council,  not  one  of  whom  ever  had,  or  could 
have,  any  true  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  country  from  the 
moment  he  buried  it  in  the  gulf  of  mystery,  and  of  darkness,  under 
that  collected  heap  of  villany,  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  From  that 
moment  he  destroyed  the  power  of  government,  and  put  every 
thing  into  his  hands  ;  for  this  he  is  answerable. 

The  provincial  councils  consisted  of  many  members,  who,  though 
they  might  unite  in  some  small  iniquities  perhaps,  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  concealed  from  the  public  eye  the  commission  of  such 
acts  as  these.  Their  very  numbers,  their  natural  competitions,  the 
contentions  that  must  have  arisen  among  them,  must  have  put  a 
check,  at  least,  to  such  a  business. 

And,  therefore,  ^Ir.  Hastings  having  destroyed  every  check  and 
control  above  and.  below, — having  delivered  the  whole  into  the 
hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  for  all  the  iniquities  of  Gunga  Govin 
Sing  he  is  responsible. 

But  he  did  not  know  Debi  Sing,  whom  he  employed.  I  read 
yesterday,  and  trust  it  is  fresh  in  your  lordships'  remembrance, 
that  Debi  Sing  was  presented  to  him  by  that  set  of  tools,  as  they 
call  themselves,  who  acted,  as  they  themselves  tell  us  they  must 
act,  entirely  and  implicitly  under  Gunga  Govin  Sing ; — that  is 
to  say,  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  himself,  the  confidential  agent  of 
!Mr.  Hastings. 

]Mr.  Hastings  is  further  responsible,  because  he  took  a  bribe 
of  40,000^.  from  some  person  in  power  in  Dinagepore  and  Eung- 
pore,  the  countries  which  were  ravaged  in  this  manner,  through 
the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing, — through  the  medium  of  that 
very  person,  whom  he  had  appointed  to  exercise  all  the  authorities 
of  the  supreme  council  above,  and  of  all  subordinate  councils  below. 
Having,  therefore,  thus  appointed  a  council  of  tools  in  the  hands 
of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  at  the  expense  of  62,000^.  a  year,  to  super- 
sede all  the  English  provincial  authorities  ;  having  appointed  them 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  bribe  factor-general,  a  general 
receiver  and  agent  of  bribes  through  all  that  country- ;  Mr.  Hastings 
is  rasponsible  for  all  the  consequences  of  it. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary,  and  absolutely  necessarj'  it  is,  to 
state  what  the  consequence  of  this  clandestine  mode  of' supplying 
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the  company's  exigencies  was.  Your  lordships  will  see  that  their 
exigencies  are  to  be  supplied  by  the  ruin  of  the  landed  interest  of 
a  province,  the  destruction  of  the  husbandmen,  and  the  ruin  of  all 
the  people  in  it.  This  is  the  consequence  of  a  general  bribe- 
broker,  an  agent  like  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  superseding  all  the  powers 
and  controls  of  government. 

But  Mr.  Hastings  has  not  only  reduced  bribery  to  a  system  of 
government  practically,  but  theoretically.  For  when  he  despaired 
any  longer  of  concealing  his  bribes  from  the  penetrating  eye  of 
parliament,  then  he  took  another  mode,  and  declared,  as  your  lord- 
ships will  see,  that  it  was  the  best  way  of  supplying  the  necessities 
of  the  East  India  Company  in  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their 
affairs ;  that  thus  a  relief  to  the  company's  affairs  might  be  yielded, 
which  in  the  common  ostensible  mode,  and  under  the  ordinary 
forms  of  government,  and  publicly,  never  would  be  yielded  to  them. 
So  that  bribery  with  him  became  a  supplement  to  exaction. 

The  best  way  of  showing  that  a  theoretical  system  is  bad,  is  to 
show  the  practical  mischiefs  that  it  produces  ;  because  a  thing  may 
look  specious  in  theory,  and  yet  be  ruinous  in  practice ;  a  thing 
may  look  evil  in  theory,  and  yet  be  in  its  practice  excellent. 
Here  a  thing  in  theory,  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  productive 
of  much  good,  is  in  reality  productive  of  all  those  horrible  mischiefs 
I  have  stated.  That  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  this,  appears  from 
an  extract  of  the  Bengal  revenue  consultations,  21st  January, 
1785,  a  little  before  he  came  away. 

Mr.  Hastings  says  :  "  I  entirely  acquit  Mr.  Goodlad  of  all  the 
charges ;  he  has  disproved  them.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  accuser 
to  prove  them.  Whatever  crimes  may  be  established  against 
rajah  Debi  Sing,  it  does  not  follow  that  Mr.  Goodlad  was  re- 
sponsible for  them ;  and  I  so  well  know  the  character  and  abilities 
of  rajah  Debi  Sing,  that  I  can  easily  conceive  that  it  was  in  his 
power  both  to  commit  the  enormities  which  are  laid  to  his  charge, 
and  to  conceal  the  grounds  of  them  from  Mr.  Goodlad,  who  had 
no  authority  but  that  of  receiving  the  accounts  and  rents  of  the 
district  from  rajah  Debi  Sing,  and  occasionally  to  be  the  channel 
of  communication  between  him  and  the  committee." 

We  shall  now  see  what  things  Mr.  Hastings  did,  what  course  he 
was  in,  a  little  before  his  departure  ;  with  what  propriety  and  con- 
sistency of  character  he  has  behaved  from  the  year  of  the  com- 
mencement of  his  corrupt  system  in  1773  to  the  end  of  it,  when  he 
closed  it  in  1785  ;  when  the  bribes  not  only  mounted  the  chariot, 
but  boarded  the  barge,  and,  as  I  shall  show,  followed  him  down 
to  the  Ganges,  and  even  to  the  sea,  and  that  he  never  quitted  his 
system  of  iniquity  ;  but  that  it  survived  his  political  life  itself. 

VOL.    VII.  G    s 
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One  of  his  last  political  acts  was  this  : 

Your  lordships  will  remember  that  Mr.  Goodlad  was  sent  up 
into  the  country,  whose  conduct  was  terrible  indeed ;  for  that  he 
could  not  be  in  place  and  authority  in  that  country,  and  be  inno- 
cent, while  such  things  were  doing,  I  shall  prove;  but  that  is 
not  now  my  consideration. 

The  governor-generaFs  minute,  just  read,  is  this :  "  I  entirely 
acquit  Mr.  Goodlad  of  all  the  charges ;  he  has  disproved  them. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  accuser  to  prove  them"  (the  accuser, 
namely,  the  commissioner).  "  Whatever  crimes  may  be  esta- 
blished against  rajah  Debi  Sing,  it  does  not  follow  that  Mr. 
Goodlad  was  responsible  for  them;  and  I  so  well  know  the  cha- 
racter," &c.  &c.  &c. 

Now  your  lordships  perceive  he  has  acquitted  Mr.  Goodlad. 
He  is  clear.  Be  it  that  he  is  fairly  and  conscientiously  acquitted. 
But  what  is  Mr.  Hastings''s  account  of  rajah  Debi  Sing  ?  He  Ls 
presented  to  him  in  1781,  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  a  person 
against  whose  character  there  could  be  no  exception,  and  by  him 
accepted  in  that  hght.  Upon  the  occasion  I  have  mentioned, 
Mr.  Hastings's  opinion  of  him  is  this :  "  I  so  well  know  the  cha- 
racter and  abilities  of  rajah  Debi  Sing,  that  I  can  easily  conceive 
that  it  was  in  his  power  both  to  commit  the  enormities  which  are 
laid  to  his  charge,  and  to  conceal  the  grounds  of  them  from 
Mr.  Goodlad,  who  had  no  authority  but  that  of  receiving  the 
accounts  and  rents  of  the  district  from  rajah  Debi  .Sing,  and  occa- 
sionally to  be  the  channel  of  communication  between  him  and  the 
committee." 

Thus  your  lordships  see  what  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion  of  Debi 
Sing  was.  We  shall  prove  it  at  another  time,  by  abundance  of 
clear  and  demonstrative  evidence,  that  whether  he  was  bad  or  no, 
(but  we  shall  prove  that  bad  he  was  indeed,)  even  he  could  hardly 
be  so  bad  as  he  was  in  the  opinion  which  ]Mr.  Hastings  enter- 
tained of  him ;  who,  notwithstanding,  now  disowns  this  mock 
committee,  instituted  by  himself,  but,  in  reality,  entirely  managed 
by  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  This  Debi  Sing  was  accepted  as  an  un- 
exceptionable man ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings  knows  both  his  power 
of  doing  mischief,  and  his  artifice  in  concealing  it.  If,  then,  Mr. 
Goodlad  is  to  be  acquitted,  does  it  not  show  the  evil  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's conduct  in  destroying  those  provincial  councils,  which,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  were  obliged  to  book  everything,  to  minute  all 
the  circumstances  which  came  before  them,  together  with  all  the 
consultations  respecting  them  ?  He  strikes  at  the  whole  system  at 
once,  and,  instead  of  it,  he  leaves  an  Englishman  under  pretence 
of  controlling  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  agent,   appointed  for  the  very 
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purpose  of  giving  him  bribes,  in  a  province  where  Mr.  Hastings 
says  that  agent  had  the  power  of  committiDg  such  enormities, 
and  which  nobody  doubts  his  disposition  to  commit.  He  leaves 
him,  I  say,  in  such  a  state  of  inefficiency,  that  these  iniquities 
could  be  concealed  (though  every  one  true)  from  the  person  ap- 
pointed there  to  inspect  his  conduct !  What,  then,  could  be  his 
business  there  ?  Was  it  only  to  receive  such  sums  of  money  as 
Debi  Sing  might  put  into  his  hands,  and  which  might  have  been 
easily  sent  to  Calcutta  ?  Was  he  to  be  of  use  as  a  communication 
between  Debi  Sing  and  the  committee,  and  in  no  other  way  ?  Here, 
then,  we  have  that  English  authority  which  Mr.  Hastings  left  in 
the  country ;  here  the  native  authority  which  he  settled,  and  the 
establishment  of  native  iniquity  in  a  regular  system  under  Gunga 
Govin  Sing :  here  the  destruction  of  all  English  inspection.  I 
hope  I  need  say  no  more  to  prove  to  your  lordships  that  this 
system,  taken  nakedly  as  it  thus  stands,  founded  in  mystery  and 
obscurity,  founded  for  the  very  express  purpose  of  conveying  bribes 
as  the  best  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  and  supplying  the 
company's  exigencies  through  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  would  be  ini- 
quitous upon  the  face  and  the  statement  of  it.  But  when  your 
lordships  consider  what  horrid  effects  it  produced,  you  will  easily 
see  what  the  mischief  and  abomination  of  Mr.  Hastings's  destroy- 
ing these  provincial  councils,  and  protecting  these  persons,  must 
necessarily  be.  If  you  had  not  known  in  theory,  you  must  have 
seen  it  in  practice. 

But  when  both  practice  and  theory  concur,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  a  system  of  private  bribery  for  a  revenue,  and  of  private 
agency  for  a  constitutional  government,  must  ruin  the  country 
where  it  prevails ;  must  disgrace  the  country  that  uses  it,  and 
finally  end  in  the  destruction  of  the  revenue.  For  what  says  Mr. 
Hastings  ?  I  was  to  have  received  40,000^.  in  bribes,  and  30,000?. 
was  actually  applied  to  the  use  of  the  company.  Now  I  hope  I 
shall  demonstrate,  if  not,  it  will  be  by  some  one  abler  than  me 
demonstrated,  in  the  course  of  this  business,  that  there  never  was 
a  bribe  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  that  was  not  instantly  followed 
with  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  :  this  is  clear,  and  what  we  under- 
take to  prove :  and  that  Debi  Sing  himself  was,  at  the  time  Mr. 
Hastings  came  away,  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  pounds 
debtor  to  the  company.  So  that,  in  truth,  you  always  find  a 
deficiency  of  revenue  nearly  equal,  and  in  some  instances  I  shall 
show  double,  to  all  the  bribes  Mr.  Hastings  received ;  from 
whence  it  will  be  evident  that  he  never  could,  nor  did,  receive 
them  under  that  absurd  and  strange  idea  of  a  resource  to  govern- 
ment. 

Gg   2 
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I  must  restate  to  your  lordships,  because  I  wish  you  never  to 
forget,  that  this  committee  of  revenue  was,  in  their  own  opinion, 
and  from  their  own  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  if  motion 
can  be  attributed  originally  to  instruments,  mere  tools ;  that  they 
knew  that  they  were  tools  in  the  hands  of  Grunga  Govin  Sing. 
There  were  two  persons  principal  in  it,  Mr.  Shore,  who  was  the 
acting  president,  and  Mr.  Anderson,  who  was  president  in  rank, 
and  president  in  emolument,  but  absent  for  a  great  part  of  the  time 
upon  a  foreign  embassy.  It  is  the  recorded  opinion  of  the  former, 
for  I  must  beg  leave  to  read  again  a  part  of  the  paper  which  has 
already  been  read  to  your  lordships,  that  "  the  committee,  with  the 
best  intentions,  best  abilities,  and  steadiest  application,  must,  after 
all,  be  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  their  dewan." 

Now  do  you  believe,  in  the  first  place,  that  men  v,ill  long  have 
abilities,  wiU  long  have  good  intentions,  and  will  long,  above  all, 
have  steady  application,  when  they  know  they  are  but  tools  in  the 
hands  of  another  ?  when  they  know  they  are  tools  for  his  own 
corrupt  purposes  ? 

In  the  next  place,  I  must  beg  leave  to  state  to  you,  that  on  the 
constitution  of  this  committee  !Mr.  Hastings  made  them  all  take  a 
solemn  oath  that  they  would  never  receive  any  present  whatever. 
It  was  not  enough  to  trust  to  a  general  covenant;  it  was  not 
enough  to  trust  to  the  penal  act  of  ]  773 ;  he  bound  the  committee 
by  a  new  oath,  and  forced  them  to  declare  that  they  would  not 
receive  any  bribes.  As  soon  as  he  had  so  secured  them  against 
receiving  bribes,  he  was  resolved  to  make  them  ineflScient, — a  good 
way  to  secm-e  them  against  bribes,  by  taking  from  them  the  power 
of  bribe-worthy  service.  This  was  a  good  counter-security  to  their 
oath.  But  Mr.  Hastings  put  a  dewan  there,  against  whom  there 
was  no  security ;  he  let  loose  this  dewan  to  frustrate  their  inten- 
tions, their  application,  their  abilities,  and  oath ;  that  is,  there 
was  a  person  at  that  board  who  was  more  than  the  board  itself, 
who  might  riot  in  peculation  and  plunder  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other.  He  was  there  to  receive  bribes  for  Mr. 
Hastings ;  the  committee  were  to  be  pure  with  impotent  hands ; 
and  then  came  a  person  with  ample  power  for  Mr.  Hastings 
himself.  And,  lest  this  person  should  not  have  power  enough  in 
this  committee,  he  is  made  the  general  bribe-broker  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings. This  secret  under-current,  as  your  lordships  will  see,  is  to 
counteract  every  thmg,  and,  as  fast  as  one  part  is  rendered  pure, 
totally  to  corrupt  all  the  rest. 

But,  my  lords,  this  was  not  the  private  opinion  of  Mr.  Shore 
only,  a  man  of  great  abihties,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
revenue,  who  must  know  when  he  was  in  a  situation  to  do  good, 
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and  when  not.  The  other  gentleman  whom  I  have  mentioned, 
Mr.  Hastings's  confidant  in  every  thing  but  his  bribes,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  in  his  closest  secrets,  is  Mr.  Anderson.  I  should 
remark  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  man  apparently 
of  weak  nerves,  of  modest  and  very  guarded  demeanour,  as  we  have 
seen  him  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  it  is  in  that  way  only  I  have 
the  honour  of  knowing  him.  Mr.  Anderson  being  asked  whether 
he  agreed  in  the  opinion  and  admitted  the  truth  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Shore's  statement  relative  to  the  dewan  of  the  committee,  his 
answer  was  this — "  I  do  not  think  that  I  should  have  written  it 
quite  so  strong,  but  I  do  in  a  great  measure  agree  to  it, — ^that  is, 
I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  the  observation  ;  I  think, 
in  particular,  that  it  would  require  great  exertion  in  the  committee, 
and  great  abilities  on  the  part  of  the  president,  to  restrain  effectually 
the  conduct  of  the  dewan ;  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  for  the 
committee  to  interpose  a  sufficient  control  to  guard  against  all  the 
abuses  of  the  dewan." 

There  is  the  real  president  of  the  committee, — there  the  most 
active  efficient  member  of  it.  They  are  both  of  one  opinion  con- 
cerning their  situation  ;  and,  I  think,  this  opinion  of  Mr.  Anderson 
is  still  more  strong ;  for  as  he  thinks  he  should  have  written  it  with 
a  little  more  guard,  but  should  have  agreed  in  substance,  you  must 
naturally  think  the  strongest  expression  the  truest  representation  of 
the  circumstance. 

There  is  another  circumstance  that  must  strike  your  lordships 
relative  to  this  institution.  It  is  where  the  president  says  that  the 
use  of  the  president  would  be  to  exert  his  best  abilities,  his  greatest 
application,  his  constant  guard,  for  what  ? — to  prevent  his  dewan 
from  being  guilty  of  bribery,  and  being  guilty  of  oppressions.  So 
here  is  an  executive  constitution,  in  which  the  chief  executive 
minister  is  to  be  in  such  a  situation,  and  of  such  a  disposition,  that 
the  chief  employment  of  the  presiding  person  in  the  committee  is  to 
guard  against  him,  and  to  prevent  his  doing  mischief.  Here  is  a 
man  appointed  of  the  greatest  possible  power,  of  the  greatest  pos- 
sible wickedness,  in  a  situation  to  exert  that  power  and  wickedness 
for  the  destruction  of  the  country,  and,  without  doubt,  it  would 
require  the  greatest  ability  and  diligence  in  the  person  at  the  head 
of  that  council  to  prevent  it.  Such  a  constitution,  allowed  and 
alleged  by  the  persons  themselves  who  composed  it,  was,  I  believe, 
never  heard  of  in  the  world. 

Now  that  I  have  done  with  this  part  of  the  system  of  bribery, 
your  lordships  will  permit  me  to  follow  Mr.  Hastings  to  his  last 
parting  scene.  He  parted  with  his  power,  he  parted  with  his 
situation,  he  parted  with  every  thing,  but  he  never  could  part  with 
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Gunga  Govin  Sing.  He  was  on  his  voyage,  he  had  embarked,  he 
was  upon  the  Ganges,  he  had  quitted  his  government ;  and  his  last 
dying  sigh,  his  last  parting  voice,  was  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  It  ran 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  as  another  plaintive  voice  ran  upon 
the  banks  of  another  river  (I  forget  whose)  ;  his  last  accents  were 
Gunga,  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  It  demonstrates  the  power  of  friend- 
ship. 

It  is  said  by  some  idle,  absurd  moralists,  that  friendship  is  a  thing 
that  cannot  subsist  between  bad  men ;  but  I  will  show  your  lord- 
ships the  direct  contrary ;  and,  after  having  shown  you  what  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  was,  I  shall  bring  before  you  Mr.  Hastings's  last  act  of 
friendship  for  him.  Not  that  I  have  quite  shown  you  every  thing, 
but  pretty  well,  I  think,  respecting  this  man.  There  is  a  great  deal 
concerning  his  character  and  conduct  that  is  laid  by ;  and  I  do 
believe,  that  whatever  time  I  should  take  up  in  expatiating  upon 
these  things,  there  would  be  "  in  the  lowest  deep  still  a  lower 
deep ;"  for  there  is  not  a  day  of  the  inquiry  that  does  not  bring  to 
light  more  and  more  of  this  evil  again.st  Mr.  Hastings. 

But,  before  I  open  the  papers  relative  to  this  act  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's friendship  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  I  must  restate  some 
circumstances,  that  your  lord.ships  may  understand  thoroughly  the 
nature  of  it.  Your  lordships  may  recollect,  that  about  the  time  of 
the  succession  of  the  minor  rajah  of  Dinagepore,  who  was  then  but 
five  or  six  years  of  age,  and,  when  Mr.  Hastings  left  Bengal,  eight 
or  nine,  Mr.  Hastings  had  received  from  that  country  a  bribe  of 
about  40,000^.  There  is  a  fidelity  even  in  bribery :  there  is  a  truth 
and  observance  even  in  corruption ;  there  is  a  justice,  that  if  money 
is  to  be  paid  for  protection,  protection  should  be  given.  My  lords, 
Mr.  Hastings  received  this  bribe  through  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  then, 
at  least,  through  Gunga  Govin  Sing  he  ought  to  take  care  that  that 
rajah  should  not  be  robbed;  that  he  should  not  be  robbed,  if 
Gunga  Govin  Sing  could  help  it ;  that,  above  all,  he  should  not  be 
robbed  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  himself. — But  your  lordships  will 
find  that  the  last  act  of  'Sir.  Hastings's  life  was  to  be  an  accomplice 
in  the  most  cruel  and  perfidious  breach  of  faith,  in  the  most  iniqui- 
tous transaction  that  I  do  believe  ever  was  held  out  to  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  world  with  regard  to  private  persons.  When  he 
departed  on  the  16th  of  February,  178.5,  when  he  was  on  board  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  and  preparing  to  visit  his  native  country, 
let  us  see  what  the  last  act  of  his  life  then  wa.s.  Hear  the  last 
tender  accents  of  the  dying  s\\'an  upon  the  Ganges  :  "  The  regret 
which  I  cannot  but  feel  in  relinquishing  the  service  of  my  honour- 
able employers  would  be  much  embittered,  were  it  accompanied  by 
the  reflection,  that  I  have  neglected  the  merits  of  a  man  who 
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deserves  no  less  of  them  than  of  myself,  Grunga  Govin  Sing,  who 
from  his  earhest  youth  had  been  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenues,  and  was,  about  eleven  years  ago,  selected  for  his  superior 
talents  to  fill  the  office  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  committee.  He 
has  from  that  time,  with  a  short  intermission,  been  the  principal 
native  agent  in  the  collection  of  the  company's  revenues ;  and  I  can 
take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  he  has  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  fidelity,  diligence,  and  ability.  To  myself  he  has  given 
proofs  of  a  constancy  and  attachment,  which  neither  the  fears  nor 
expectations,  excited  by  the  prevalence  of  direct  influence,  could 
shake  :  and  at  a  time,  too,  when  these  qualities  were  so  dangerous, 
that  far  from  finding  them  amongst  the  generality  of  his  country- 
men, I  did  not  invariably  meet  with  them  amongst  my  own.  With 
such  a  sense  of  his  merits,  it  is  natural  that  I  should  feel  a  desire  of 
rewarding  him ;  for  justice,  gratitude,  generosity,  and  even  policy 
demand  it :  and  I  resort  to  the  board  for  the  means  of  performing 
so  necessary  a  duty,  in  full  confidence  that,  as  those  which  I  shall 
point  out  are  neither  incompatible  with  the  company's  interest,  nor 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  others,  they  will  not  be  withheld  from 
me.  At  the  request,  therefore,  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  I  deliver  the 
accompanying  durkausts,  or  petitions,  for  grants  of  lands  lying  in 
different  districts ;  the  total  jumma,  or  rent,  of  which  amount  to 
rupees  2,38,061.  12.  1." 

Your  lordships  recollect  that  Mr.  Larkins  was  one  of  the  bribe- 
agents  of  Mr.  Hastings  ;  one,  I  mean,  of  a  corporation,  but  not 
corporate  in  their  acts.  My  lords,  JNIr.  Larkins  has  told  you,  he 
has  told  us,  and  he  has  told  the  court  of  directors,  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings parted  in  a  quarrel  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  because  he  had 
not  faithfully  kept  his  engagement  with  regard  to  his  bribe ;  and 
that,  instead  of  40,000^.  from  Dinagepore,  he  had  only  paid  him 
30,000^.  My  lords,  that  iniquitous  men  will  defraud  one  another  I 
can  conceive  ;  but  you  will  perceive  by  Mr.  Hastings's  behaviour  at 
parting,  that  he  either  had  in  fact  received  this  money  from  Gunga 
Govin  Sing,  or  in  some  way  or  other  had  abundant  reason  to  be 
satisfied ;  that  he  totally  forgot  his  anger  upon  this  occasion,  and 
that  at  parting  his  last  act  was  to  ratify  grants  of  lands  (so 
described  by  Mr.  Hastings)  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  Your  lordships 
will  recollect  the  tender  and  forgiving  temper  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
Whatever  little  bickerings  there  might  have  been  between  them 
about  their  small  money  concerns,  the  purifying  waters  of  the 
Ganges  had  washed  away  all  sins,  enmities,  and  discontent.  By 
some  of  those  arts  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  knows  how  to  practise, 
(T  mean  conciliatory,  honest  arts,)  he  had  fairly  wiped  away  all 
resentment   out   of  Mr.  Hastings's  mind ;    and   he,  who  so  long 


456  IMPEACHMENT   OF   WARREN   HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

remembered  the  afFront  offered  him  by  Cheit  Sing,  totally  forgets 
Gunga  Govin  Sing's  fraud  of  10,000/.;  and  attempts  to  make 
others  the  instruments  of  giving  him  what  he  calls  his  reward. 

Mr.  Hastings  states  among  Gunga  Govin's  merits,  that  he  had, 
from  the  time  of  its  institution,  and  with  a  very  short  intermission, 
served  the  office  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  committee.  That  short 
intermission  was,  when  he  was  turned  out  of  office  upon  proof  of 
peculation,  and  embezzlement  of  public  money;  but  of  this  cause  of 
the  intermission  in  "the  political  life  and  political  merits  of  Gxinga 
Govin  Sing,  Mr.  Hastings  does  not  tell  you. 

Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  opinion  a  member  of  the 
provincial  council  at  Calcutta,  in  which  he  had  also  served,  had  of 
him.  "  Who  is  Gunga  Govin  Sing !"  The  answer  is  : — "  He  was, 
when  I  left  Bengal,  dewan  to  the  committee  of  revenue.  What 
was  his  office  and  power  during  Mr.  Hastings's  administration  since 
1780? — He  was  formerly  dewan  to  the  provincial  council  stationed 
at  Calcutta,  of  which  I  was  a  member.  His  conduct  then  was 
licentious  and  unwarrantable,  oppressive  and  extortionary.  He  was 
stationed  under  us  to  be  an  humble  and  submissive  servant,  and  to 
be  of  use  to  us  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty.  His  conduct  was 
every  thing  the  reverse.  We  endeavoured  to  correct  the  mischiefs 
he  was  guilty  of  as  much  as  possible.  In  one  attempt  to  release 
fifteen  persons  illegally  confined  by  him,  we  were  dismissed  our 
offices  ;  a  different  pretence  was  held  out  for  our  dismission,  but  it 
was  only  a  pretence.  Since  his  appointment  as  dewan  to  the 
present  committee  of  revenue,  his  line  of  conduct  has  only  been  a 
continuance  of  what  I  have  described,  but -upon  a  larger  scale. 
What  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  natives  of  the  use  he  made  of 
his  power  ? — He  was  looked  up  to  by  the  natives  as  the  second 
person  in  the  government,  if  not  the  first.  He  was  considered  as 
the  only  channel  for  obtaining  favour  and  employment  from  the 
governor.  There  is  hardly  a  native  family  of  rank  or  credit  within 
the  three  provinces  whom  he  has  not  some  time  or  other  distressed 
and  afflicted ;  scarce  a  zemindary  that  he  has  not  dismembered  and 
plundered.  Were  you  in  a  situation  to  know  this  to  be  true ' — 
I  certainly  was.  What  was  the  general  opinion  and  your  own 
concerning  his  wealth  ? — It  is  almost  impossible  to  form  a  competent 
judgment,  his  means  of  acquiring  it  have  been  so  extensive.  I  had 
an  account  shown  to  me  about  July,  1 785,  stating  his  acquisition  at 
three  hundred  and  twenty  lacs  of  rupees,  that  is,  .3,200,000?. 

My  lords,  I  have  only  to  add,  that,  from  the  best  inquiries  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  those  who  speak  highest  of  his  wealth  are  those 
who  obtain  the  greatest  credit.  The  estimate  of  any  man's  wealth 
is  uncertain ;  but  the  enormity  of  his  wealth  is  universally  believed : 
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yet  Mr.  Hastings  seemed  to  act  as  if  he  needed  a  reward  ;  and  it  is 
therefore  necessary  to  inquire  what  recommended  him  particularly 
to  Mr.  Hastings.  Your  lordships  have  seen  that  he  was  on  the 
point  of  being  dismissed  for  misbehaviour  and  oppression,  by  that 
Calcutta  committee,  his  services  to  which  Mr.  Hastings  gives  as 
one  proof  of  his  constant  and  uniform  good  behaviour.  "  He  had 
executed,"  he  says,  "  the  duties  of  his  office  with  fidehty,  diligence, 
and  ability."  These  are  his  public  merits, — but  he  has  private 
merits :  "  to  myself,"  says  he,  "he  has  given  proofs  of  constancy  and 
attachment." 

Now  we,  who  had  been  used  to  look  very  diligently  over  the 
company's  records,  and  to  compare  one  part  with  another,  ask  what 
those  services  were,  which  have  so  strongly  recommended  him  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  induced  him  to  speak  so  favourably  of  his  public 
services  ?  What  those  services  are,  does  not  appear ;  we  have 
searched  the  records  for  them,  (and  those  records  are  very  busy  and 
loquacious,)  about  that  period  of  time,  during  which  Mr.  Hastings 
was  labouring  under  an  eclipse,  and  near  the  dragon's  mouth,  and 
all  the  drums  of  Bengal  beating  to  free  him  from  this  dangerous 
eclipse.  During  this  time  there  is  nothing  publicly  done,  there  is 
nothing  publicly  said,  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  There  were  then 
some  services  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  that  lie  undiscovered,  which  he 
takes  as  proofs  of  attachment.  What  could  they  be  ?  they  were 
not  public ;  nobody  knows  any  thing  of  them ;  they  must,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  time,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  of  them,  be  services  of  con- 
cealment. Otherwise,  in  the  course  of  this  business  it  will  be 
necessary,  and  Mr.  Hastings  will  find  occasion  to  show  what  those 
personal  services  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  to  him  were.  His  services 
to  Gunga  Govin  Sing  were  pretty  conspicuous ;  for,  after  he  was 
turned  out  for  peculation,  Mr.  Hastings  restored  him  to  his  office  ; 
and  when  he  had  imprisoned  fifteen  persons  illegally  and  oppres- 
sively, and  when  the  council  were  about  to  set  them  at  liberty,  they 
were  set  at  liberty  themselves ;  they  were  dismissed  their  offices. 
Your  lordships  see,  then,  what  his  public  services  were.  His  pri- 
vate services  are  unknown ;  they  must  be,  as  we  conceive  from 
their  being  unknown,  of  a  suspicious  nature ;  and  I  do  not  go  fur- 
ther than  suspicion,  because  I  never  heard,  and  I  have  not  been 
without  attempts  to  make  the  discovery,  what  those  services  were 
that  recommended  him  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

Having  looked  at  his  public  services,  which  are  well-known 
scenes  of  wickedness,  barbarity,  and  corruption,  we  next  come  to 
see  what  his  reward  is.  Your  lordships  hear  what  reward  he 
thought  proper  to  secure  for  himself;  and  I  believe  a  man  who  has 
power  like  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  a  disposition  like  Gunga  Govin 
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Sing,  can  hardly  want  the  means  of  rewarding  himself;  and  if 
every  virtue  rewards  itself,  and  virtue  is  said  to  be  its  own  reward, 
the  virtue  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was  in  a  good  way  of  seeking  its 
own  reward.  Mr.  Hastings,  however,  thought  it  was  not  right 
that  such  a  man  should  reward  himself;  but  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  honour  and  justice  of  government  to  find  him  a  reward. 
Then  the  next  thing  is,  what  that  reward  shall  be.  It  is  a  grant  of 
lands.  Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  Mr.  Hastings  declares 
some  of  these  lands  to  be  unoccupied,  others  occupied,  but  not  by 
the  just  owners.  Now,  these  were  the  very  lands  of  the  rajah  of 
Dinagepore,  from  whence  he  had  taken  the  bribe  of  40,000?.  My 
lords,  this  was  a  monstrous  thing.  Mr.  Hastings  had  the  auda- 
city, as  his  parting  act,  when  he  was  coming  to  England,  and  ought 
to  have  expected  (whatever  he  did  expect)  the  responsibility  of  this 
day, — he  was,  I  say,  shameless  enough,  not  only  to  give  this  recom- 
mendation, but  to  perpetuate  the  mischiefs  of  his  reign,  as  he  has 
done,  to  his  successors  ;  for  he  has  really  done  so  by  making  it  im- 
possible almost  to  know  any  thing  of  the  true  state  of  that  country : 
and  he  has  thereby  made  them  much  less  responsible  and  criminal 
than  before  in  any  ill  acts  they  may  have  done  since  his  time. 
But  Mr.  Hastings  not  only  recommends  and  backs  the  petition  of 
Gunga  Govin  Sing  with  his  parting  authority, — which  authority  he 
made  the  people  there  believe  would  be  greater  in  England  than  it 
was  in  India  ;  but  he  is  an  evidence  ;  he  declares,  that  "  to  his  own 
knowledge  these  lands  are  vacant,  and  confessedly,  therefore,  by 
the  laws  of  this  as  well  as  of  most  other  countries,  in  the  absolute 
gift  of  government.'" 

My  lords,  (as  I  said,)  Mr.  Hastings  becomes  a  witness,  and  I 
believe  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  you  wiU  find,  a  fake  wit- 
ness for  Gunga  Govin  Smg.  "  To  my  own  knowledge,"  says  he, 
"  they  are  vacant."  "^^^hy,  I  cannot  find  that  Mr.  Hastings  had 
ever  been  in  Dinagepore  ;  or,  if  he  had,  it  must  have  been  only  as  a 
passenger.  He  had  not  the  supervision  of  the  district,  in  any  other 
sease  than  with  that  kind  of  eagle  eye,  which  he  must  have  had 
over  all  Bengal,  and  which  he  had  for  no  other  purposes  than  those 
for  which  eagles'  eyes  are  commonly  used.  He  becomes,  you  see,  a 
witness  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  orders  to  be  given  him,  as  a 
recompen.=e  for  all  the  iniquitous  acts  this  man  committed,  the 
lands  of  that  very  rajah,  who,  through  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin 
Sing,  had  given  an  enormous  bribe  to  :Mr.  Hastings.  These  lands 
were  not  without  an  ownership,  but  were  lands  in  the  hands  of  the 
rajah,  and  were  to  be  severed  from  the  zemindan,-,  and  given  to 
Gunga  Govin  Sing.  The  manner  of  obtaining  them  is  something 
so  shocking,  and  contaias  such  a  number  of  enormities  completed 
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in  one  act,  that  one  can  scarce  imagine  how  such  a  compound  could 
exist. 

This  man,  besides  his  office  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  committee, 
which  gave  him  the  whole  management  and  power  of  the  revenue, 
was,  as  I  have  stated,  at  the  head  of  all  the  registers  in  the  king- 
dom, whose  duty  it  was  to  be  a  control  upon  him  as  dewan.  As 
Mr.  Hastings  destroyed  every  other  constitutional  settlement  of 
the  country,  so  the  office  which  was  to  be  a  check  upon  Gunga 
Govin  Sing,  namely,  the  register  of  the  country,  had  been  super- 
seded, and  revived  in  another  shape,  and  given  to  the  own  son  of 
this  very  man.  God  forbid  that  a  son  should  not  be  under  a  cer- 
tain and  reasonable  subordination.  But  though  in  this  country  we 
know  a  son  may  possibly  be  free  from  the  control  of  his  father, 
yet  the  meanest  slave  is  not  in  a  more  abject  condition  of  slavery, 
than  a  son  is  in  that  country  to  his  father ;  for  it  extends  to  the 
power  of  a  Roman  parent.  The  office  of  register  is  to  take  care 
that  a  full  and  fair  rent  is  secured  to  government ;  and  above  all, 
it  is  his  business  to  take  care  of  the  body  of  laws,  the  Royjaun 
MuUuck,  or  custom  of  the  country,  of  which  he  is  the  guardian  as 
the  head  of  the  law.  It  was  his  business  to  secure  that  funda- 
mental law  of  the  government,  and  fundamental  law  of  the  country, 
that  a  zemindary  cannot  be  split ;  or  any  portion  of  it  separated 
without  the  consent  of  the  government.  This  man  betrayed  his 
trust,  and  did  privately,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  office,  get  this 
minor  rajah,  who  was  but  an  infant,  who  was  but  nine  years  old  at 
the  time,  to  make  over  to  him  a  part  of  his  zemindary,  to  a  large 
amount,  under  colour  of  a  fraudulent  and  fictitious  sale.  By  the 
laws  of  that  country,  by  the  common  laws  of  nature,  the  act  of  this 
child  was  void.  The  act  was  void  as  against  the  government,  by 
giving  a  zemindary  without  the  consent  of  the  government  to  the 
very  man  who  ought  to  have  prevented  such  an  act :  he  has  the 
same  sacred  guardianship  of  minors,  that  the  chancellor  of  England 
has. — This  man  got  to  himself  those  lands  by  a  fraudulent,  and 
probably  forged,  deed,  for  that  is  charged  too  ;  but  whether  it  was 
forged  or  not,  this  miserable  minor  was  obliged  to  give  the  lands  to 
him  :  he  did  not  dare  to  quarrel  with  him  upon  such  an  article  ; 
because  he  who  would  purchase,  could  take. 

The  next  step  was  to  get  one  of  his  nearest  relations  to  seem  to 
give  a  consent ;  because  taking  it  of  the  minor  was  too  gross.  The 
relation,  who  could  no  more  consent  by  the  law  of  that  country  than 
the  law  of  this,  gave  apparently  his  consent.  And  these  were  the 
very  lands  that  jSlr.  Hastings  speaks  of  as  "  lands  entirely  at  the 
disposal  of  government."  All  this  came  before  the  council.  The 
moment  Mr.  Hastings  was  gone,  India  seemed  a  little  to  respire ; 
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there  was  a  vast  oppressive  weight  taken  off  it — there  was  a  moun- 
tain removed  from  its  breast ;  and  persons  did  dare  then,  for  the 
first  time,  to  breathe  their  complaints.  And  accordingly  this  minor 
rajah  got  some  person  kind  enough  to  tell  him,  that  he  was  a  minor, 
— that  he  could  not  part  with  his  estate ;  and  this,  with  the  other 
shocking  and  illegal  parts  of  the  process,  was  stated  by  him  to  the 
council,  who  had  Mr.  Hasting8''s  recommendation  of  Gunga  Govin 
Sing  before  them.  The  council,  shocked  to  see  a  minor  attempted 
to  be  dispossessed  in  such  a  manner  by  him  who  was  the  natural 
guardian  of  all  minors,  shocked  at  such  an  enormous  daring  piece 
of  iniquity,  began  to  inquire  further,  and  to  ask,  how  came  this  his 
near  relation  to  consent  ?  He  was  apparently  partner  in  the  fraud. 
Partner  in  the  fraud  he  was,  but  not  partner  in  the  profit ;  for  he  was 
to  do  it  without  getting  any  thing  for  it ;  the  wickedness  was  in  him, 
and  the  profit  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  In  consequence  of  this  inquiry, 
the  man  comes  down  to  account  for  his  conduct,  and  declares  another 
atrocious  iniquity,  that  shows  you  the  powers  which  Gunga  Govin 
Sing  possessed. — "  Gunga  Govin  Sing,"  says  he,  "  is  master  of  the 
country;  he  had  made  a  great  festival  for  the  burial  of  his  mother:  aU 
those  of  that  caste  ought  to  be  invited  to  the  funeral  festival;  he  would 
have  disgraced  me  for  ever,  if  I  had  not  been  invited  to  that  funeral 
festival.'"  These  funeral  festivals,  you  should  know,  are  great  things 
in  that  country,  and  celebrated  in  thLs  manner,  and,  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  in  a  royal  manner  by  him,  upon  burying  his  mother :  any 
person  left  out,  was  marked,  despised,  and  disgraced.  "  But  he 
had  it  in  his  power,  and  I  was  threatened  to  be  deprived  of  my 
caste  by  his  register,  who  had  the  caste  in  his  absolut-e  disposition." 
Says  he,  "  I  was  under  terror,  I  was  under  duress,  and  I  did  it." 

Gunga  Govin  Sing  was  fortified  by  the  opinion,  that  the  governor, 
though  departed,  virtually  resided  in  that  country.  God  grant 
that  his  power  may  be  extirpated  out  of  it  now  !  I  doubt  it ;  but, 
most  assuredly,  it  was  residing  in  its  plenitude  when  he  departed 
from  thence ;  and  there  was  not  a  man  in  India  who  was  not  of 
opinion,  either  that  he  was  actually  to  return  to  govern  India  again, 
or  that  his  power  is  such  in  England,  as  that  he  might  govern  it 
here.  And  such  were  the  hopes  of  those  who  had  intentions  against 
the  estates  of  others. — Gunga  Govin  Sing,  therefore,  being  pressed 
to  the  wall  by  this  declaration  of  the  rajah's  relation,  when  he  could 
say  nothing  against  it,  when  it  was  clear  and  manifest,  and  there 
were  only  impudent  barefaced  denials,  and  asseverations  against 
facts,  which  carried  truth  with  themselves,  did  not  in  his  answer 
pretend  to  say,  that  a  zemindary  might  be  parted  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  government, — that  a  minor  might  be  deprived  of  it, — 
that  the  next  relation  had  a  power  of  disposing  of  it.     He  did 
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indeed  say,  but  nobody  believed  him,  that  he  had  used  no  force 
upon  this  relation ;  but  as  every  one  knew  the  act  would  be  void, 
he  was  driven  to  Mr.  Hastings's  great  refuge ;  he  was  driven  to 
say,  "  the  government  in  this  country  has  arbitrary  power, — the 
power  of  government  is  every  thing, — the  right  of  the  subject 
nothing; — they  have  at  all  times  separated  zemindaries  from  their 
lawful  proprietors. — Give  me  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  consta,ntly 
given  to  other  people  without  any  right,  or  shadow,  or  sem- 
blance of  right  at  all."  God  knows,  it  is  well  that  I  walk  with 
my  authority  in  my  hand ;  for  there  are  such  crimes,  such  porten- 
tous incredible  crimes,  to  be  brought  before  your  lordships,  that  it 
would  hardly  be  believed,  were  it  not  that  I  am  constantly,  as  I 
hope  I  shall  constantly  be,  guarded  with  evidence,  and  that  the 
strongest  that  can  be,  even  the  evidence  of  the  parties  themselves. 

"  From  your  inquiry"  (Gunga  Govin  Sing  says  to  the  council) 
"  every  circumstance  will  appear  in  its  true  colours.  With  respect 
to  the  alienation  of  parts  of  zemindaries,  the  extent  and  consequence 
of  the  great  zemindars  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  favour 
and  countenance  of  the  ruling  powers. 

"  By  what  means  did  this  zemindar  of  Dinagepore  get  possession 
of  purgunnah  Buttassim  after  the  death  of  Rycobad  Ohowdry  in 
1158,  of  purgunnah  Coolygong  after  the  death  of  Sahebrance  Ohow- 
deranne,  in  the  same  year,  notwithstanding  his  heirs  existed ;  and 
of  purgunnah  Suntoe,  &c.,  during  the  lifetime  of  Sumboonant,  the 
zemindar,  in  1167,  all  without  right,  title,  or  pecuniary  considera- 
tion ?  This  has  been  the  case  with  many  purgunnahs  in  his  zemin- 
dary,  and  indeed  exists  in  many  other  zemindaries  besides  since  the 
company's  accession.  Ramkissen,  in  1172,  got  possession  of  Nur- 
ruUoor,  the  zemindary  of  Mahomed  Ali :  the  purgunnah  of  Ichan- 
guipore,  &c.  was  in  three  divisions  in  1173.  The  petition  of  Govin 
Deo  Sheopersaud  was  made  over  to  the  son  of  Bousser  Chowdry, 
possessor  of  the  third  share.  Purgunnah  Baharbund  belonged  to 
the  zemindary  of  rannee  Bhowanny,  and,  in  1180,  was  made  over 
to  Lucknaut  Nundy.  All  these  changes  took  place  in  the  lifetime 
of  the  rightful  possessors,  without  right,  title,  or  purchase." 

Your  lordships  have  not  heard  before  of  Lucknaut  Nundy.  He 
was  the  son  of  a  person,  of  whom  your  lordships  have  heard  before, 
called  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  banyan  of  Mr.  Hastings.  Mr.  Hastings 
has  proved  in  abundance  of  other  cases,  that  a  grant  to  father  and 
son  is  the  same  thing.  The  fathers  generally  take  out  grants  in 
the  names  of  their  sons ;  and  the  ranny  Bhowanny,  possessing  the 
zemindary  of  Radshi,  an  old  lady  of  the  first  rank  and  family  in 
India,  was  stripped  of  part  of  her  zemindary,  and  it  was  given  to 
Lucknaut  Nundy,  the  son  of  Mr.  Hastings's  banyan ;    and  then 
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(you  see  the  consequence  of  good  examples)  comes  Gunga  Crovin 
Sing,  and  says,  I  am  as  good  a  man  as  he ;  there  is  a  zemindary 
given ;  then  do  as  much  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  you  have  done 
for  Oantoo  Baboo.  Here  is  an  argument  drawn  from  the  practice 
of  jNIr.  Hastings.  And  this  shows  your  lordships  the  necessity  of 
suppressing  such  iniquities  by  punishing  the  author  of  them.  You 
will  punish  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  no  man  will  hereafter  dare  to  rob 
minors,  no  man  will  hereafter  dare  to  rob  widows,  to  give  to  the 
vilest  of  mankind,  th§ir  own  base  instruments  for  their  own  nefarious 
purposes,  the  lands  of  others,  without  right,  title,  or  purchase. 

My  lords,  I  will  not  after  this  state  to  you  the  false  representa- 
tion of  the  value  of  these  lands,  which  this  man  gave  in  to  govern- 
ment. He  represented  it  to  be  much  less  than  it  was,  when  he 
desired  the  grant  of  them ;  as  shall  be  stated,  when  it  comes  before 
your  lordships,  at  the  proper  time.  But  at  present  I  am  only 
touching  upon  principles,  and  bringing  examples  so  far  as  they 
illustrate  principles,  and  to  show  how  precedents  spread. 

I  believe  your  lordships  will  conceive  better  of  the  spirit  of  these 
transactions  by  my  intermixing  with  them,  as  I  shall  endeavour  to 
do,  as  much  as  possible  of  the  grounds  of  them.  I  will  venture  to 
say,  that  no  description  that  I  can  give,  no  painting,  if  I  was  either 
able  or  willing  to  paint,  could  make  these  transactions  appear  to 
your  lordships  with  the  strength  which  they  have  in  themselves ; 
and  your  lordships  will  be  convinced  of  this,  when  you  see,  what 
nobody  could  hardly  believe  that  a  man  can  say,  "  it  was  given  to 
others  without  right,  title,  or  purchase,  give  it  to  me  without  right, 
title,  or  purchase ; — give  me  the  estates  of  minors  without  right, 
title,  or  purchase,  because  Mr.  Hastings  gave  the  estates  of  widows 
without  right,  title,  or  purchase." 

Of  this  exemplary  grant,  of  this  pattern  for  future  proceedings,  I 
will  show  your  lordships  the  consequence. 

I  will  read  to  your  lordships  part  of  the  examination  of  a  witness, 
taken  from  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  zemindary  of 
Baharbund  ? — It  lies  to  the  eastward  of  Dinagepore  and  Rungpore. 
I  was  stationed  in  that  neighbourhood.  To  whom  did  it  originally 
belong?— I  believe,  to  the  zemindary  of  Radshi,  belonging  to  ranny 
Bhowanny.  For  what  reason  was  it  taken  from  the  ranny  of  Radshi 
and  given  to  Cantoo  Baboo ! — T  do  not  exactly  recoUect :  I  believe, 
on  some  plea  of  incapacity  or  insufficiency  in  her  to  manage  it,  or 
some  pretended  dechne  in  the  revenue,  owing  to  mismanagement. 
On  what  terms  was  it  granted  to  Cantoo  Baboo  or  his  son  I — I 
believe  it  was  a  grant  in  perpetuity,  at  the  revenue  of  rupees  82  or 
8-3,000  per  annum.    What  amount  did  he  collect  from  the  country? 
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— I  cannot  tell.  The  year  I  was  in  that  neighbourhood,  the  settle- 
ment with  his  under-tenants  was  something  above  353,000  rupees. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  country  objected  to  it.  They  assembled  in 
a  body  of  about  five  thousand,  and  were  proceeding  to  Calcutta  to 
make  known  their  grievances  to  the  committee  of  revenue.  They 
were  stopped  at  Cossimbuzar  by  Noor  Sing  Baboo,  the  brother  of 
Cantoo  Baboo,  and  there  the  matter  was  compromised,  in  what 
manner  I  cannot  say." 

Your  lordships  see,  Mr.  Hastings's  banyan  got  this  zemindary 
belonging  to  this  venerable  lady,  unable  to  protect  herself ;  that  it 
was  granted  to  him  without  right,  title,  or  purchase.  To  show  you 
that  Mr.  Hastings  had  been  in  a  constant  course  of  such  proceeding, 
here  is  a  petition  from  a  person  called      *  *  *  * 

*  *  *  for  some  favour  from  government  which  it 

is  not  necessary  now  to  state.  In  order  to  make  good  his  claim, 
he  states  what  nobody  denied,  but  which  is  universally  known  in 
fact.  Says  he,  "  I  have  never  entertained  any  such  intention  or 
idea ;"  that  is,  of  seizing  upon  other  people's  zemindaries  ;  "  neither 
am  I  at  all  desirous  of  acquiring  any  other  person's  zemindary  in 
this  country,"  &c.  *  *  * 

\The  docitment  read  here  is  wanting,  ending]  "as  several  Calcutta 
banyans  have  done," 
****** 

He  states  it  as  a  kind  of  constant  practice,  by  which  the  country 
had  been  robbed  under  Mr.  Hastings,  known  and  acknowledged  to 
be  so,  to  seize  upon  the  inheritance  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless. 
In  this  manner  did  Gunga  Covin  Sing  govern  himself  upon  the 
direct  precedent  of  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  banyan  of  Mr.  Hastings ; 
and  this  other  instrument  of  his  in  like  manner  calls  upon  govern- 
ment for  favour  of  some  kind  or  other,  upon  the  same  principle,  and 
the  same  precedent. 

Your  lordships  now  see  how  necessary  it  was  to  say  something 
about  arbitrary  power  :  for,  first,  the  wicked  people  of  that  country 
(Mr.  Hastings's  instruments  I  mean)  pretend  right,  title,  purchase, 
grant ;  and  when  their  frauds  in  all  these  legal  means  are  dis- 
covered, then  they  fly  off",  and  have  recourse  to  arbitrary  power ; 
and  say,  it  is  true  I  can  make  out  no  right,  title,  grant,  or  pur- 
chase ;  the  parties  are  minors ;  I  am  bound  to  take  care  of  their 
right ;  but  you  have  arbitrary  power ;  you  have  exercised  it  upon 
other  occasions  ;  exercise  it  upon  this  ;  give  me  the  rights  of  other 
people.  This  was  the  last  act,  and  I  hope  will  be  the  last  act  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  wicked  power,  done  by  the  wickedest  man  in  favour 
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of  the  wickedest  man,  and  by  the  wickedest  means,  which  failed 
upon  his  own  testimony. 

To  bring  your  lordships  to  the  end  of  this  business,  which  I  hope 
will  lead  me  very  near  to  the  end  of  what  I  have  to  trouble  your 
lordships  with ;  I  will  now  state  the  conduct  of  the  council,  and  the 
resolution  about  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  I  am  to  inform  your  lordships 
that  there  was  a  reference  made  by  the  council  to  the  committee 
of  revenue,  namely  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing  himself;  a  reference  with 
regard  to  the  right,*  title,  mode,  and  proceeding,  and  many  other 
circumstances ;  upon  which  the  committee,  being  such  as  I  have 
described,  very  naturally  were  silent.  Gunga  Govin  Sing  loquitur 
solus — in  the  manner  you  have  just  heard ;  the  committee  were 
the  chorus ;  they  sometimes  talk, — fill  up  a  vacant  part,  but  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  was  the  great  actor,  the  sole  one.  The  report  of  this 
committee  being  laid  before  the  council,  Mr.  Stables,  one  of  the 
board,  entered  the  following  minute  on  the  15th  of  May,  178-5 : 
"  I  have  perused  the  several  papers  upon  the  subject,  and  am  sorry 
to  observe  that  the  committee  of  revenue  are  totally  silent  on  the 
most  material  points  therein,  and  sending  the  petition  to  them  has 
only  been  so  much  time  thrown  away — I  mean  on  the  actual  value 
of  the  lands  in  question :  what  the  amount  derived  from  them  has 
been  in  the  last  year,  and  what  advantages  or  disadvantages  to 
government  by  the  sale ;  and  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  supposed 
sale  was  compulsive  or  not.  But  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  respecting  the  regularity  or  irregularity  of  the 
pretended  sale  of  Salbarry  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  the  dewan,  to 
enter  into  the  particular  assertions  of  each  party. 

"  The  representations  of  the  rajah''8  agent,  confirmed  by  the 
petitions  of  his  principal,  positively  assert  the  sale  to  have  been 
compulsive  and  violent ;  and  the  dewan  as  positively  denies  it, 
though  the  fears  he  expresses,  '  tliat  their  common  enemies  would  set 
aside  the  act  before  it  was  complete,''  show  clearly,  that  they  were 
sensible  the  act  was  unjustifiable,  if  they  do  not  tend  to  falsify  his 
denial. 

"  But  it  is  clearly  established  and  admitted  by  the  language  and 
writings  of  both  parties,  that  there  has  been  a  most  unwarrantable 
collusion  in  endeavouring  to  alienate  the  rights  of  government, 
contrary  to  the  most  positive  original  laws  of  the  constitution  of  these 
provinces,  '  that  no  zemindar,  and  other  landholder,  paying  revenue  to 
government,  shall  be  permitted  to  alienate  his  lands  icithont  the  express 
authority  of  that  government.'' 

"  The  defence  set  up  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  does  not  go  to 
disavow  the  transaction ;  for  if  it  did,  the  deed  of  sale,  &c.  pro- 
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duced  by  himself,  and  the  petition  to  the  board  for  its  confirmation, 
would  detect  him  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  openly  admits  its  existence, 
and  only  strives  to  show,  that  it  was  a  voluntary  one  on  the 
part  of  the  ranny  and  the  servants  of  the  rajah.  Whether  voluntary 
or  not,  was  equally  criminal  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  the  public 
officer  of  government,  because  diametrically  opposite  to  the  positive 
and  repeated  standing  orders  of  that  government  for  the  rule  of  his 
conduct,  as  dewan,  and  native  guardian  of  the  pubUc  rights  en- 
trusted especially  to  his  care ;  because  it  was  his  duty,  not  only  not 
to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  those  rules  himself,  but  as  dewan,  and 
exercising  the  efficient  office  of  canongoe,  to  prevent,  detect,  expose, 
and  apprize  his  employers  of  every  instance  attempted  to  the  con- 
trary ;  because  it  was  his  duty  to  prevent  the  government  being 
defrauded,  and  the  rajah,  a  child  of  nine  years  old,  robbed  of  his 
hereditary  possessions,  as  he  would  have  been,  if  this  transaction  had 
not  been  detected ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  dewan  is  himself 
the  principal  mover  and  sole  instrument  in  that  fraud  and  robbery, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed ',  to  the  amount  of  42,474  rupees  in 
perpetuity,  by  which  he  alone  was  to  benefit ;  and  because  he  has 
even  dared  to  stand  forward  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  our  sanction, 
and  thereby  make  us  parties  to  (in  my  opinion)  a  false  deed  and 
fraudulent  transaction,  as  his  own  defence  now  shows  the  bill  of  sale 
and  all  its  collateral  papers  to  be. 

"  If  oifences  of  this  dark  tendency  and  magnitude  were  not  to  be 
punished  in  a  public  manner,  the  high  example  here  set  the  natives 
employed  under  the  government  by  their  first  native  officer,  would 
very  soon  render  our  authority  contemptible,  and  operate  to  the 
destruction  of  the  public  revenues.  I  will  not  dwell  further  on  the 
contradictions  in  these  papers  before  us  on  this,  subject. 

"  But  I  beg  leave  to  point  out  how  tenacious  the  government 
have  been  of  ensuring  implicit  obedience  to  their  rules  on  this  sub- 
ject in  particular,  and  in  prohibiting  conduct  like  that  here  exhibited 
against  their  public  officer,  and  how  sacredly  they  have  viewed  the 
public  institutes  on  this  subject,  which  have  been  violated  and 
trampled  on  ;  and  it  will  suffice  to  show  their  public  orders  on  a 
similar  instance  which  happened  some  time  ago,  and  which  the 
dewan,  from  his  official  situation,  must  have  been  a  party  in 
detecting. 

I  desire  the  board's  letter  to  the  committee  oh  this  subject, 
dated  the  31st  May,  1782,  may  be  read,  and  a  copy  be  annexed  to 
this  minute. 

'  Vakeel  states  Mofussil  Jumma,  of  Salbarry,  for  1,191  S»  R»  .     .    96,229 
Purchase  money 53,755 


Per  annum,  loss 42,474 

VOL.    VII.  H   h 
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"I  therefore  move  the  board  that  Gunga  Govin  Sing  may  be  forth- 
with required  to  surrender  the  original  deeds  produced  by  him  as 
a  title  to  the  grant  of  Salbarry,  in  order  that  they  may  be  returned 
to  the  rajah's  agents,  to  be  made  null  and  void. 

"  I  further  move  the  board,  that  the  dewan  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 
together  with  his  naib  Prawn  Kishin  Sing,  his  son,  and  all  his 
dependents,  be  removed  from  their  offices,  and  that  the  Boy  Royan, 
rajah  Rajebullub,  whose  duty  only  Gunga  Govin  Sing  virtually  is  to 
perform,  be  reinstated  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  his  depart- 
ment ;  and  that  Gunga  Govin  Sing  be  ordered  to  deliver  up  all 
official  papers  of  the  sircar  to  the  committee  of  revenue,  and  the 
Roy  Royan,  and  that  they  be  ordered  accordingly  to  take  charge  of 
them,  and  finally  settle  all  accounts." — This  motion  was  overruled, 
and  no  final  proceeding  appears. 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  before 
which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  thought  proper  to  appeal,  in  consequence 
of  the  power  and  protection  of  Mr.  Hastings  being  understood  to 
exist  after  he  left  India,  and  authenticated  by  his  last  parting  deed. 
Your  lordships  wiU  judge  by  that  last  act  of  Mr.  Hastings,  what 
the  rest  of  his  whole  life  was. — My  lords,  I  do  not  mean  now  to 
go  further,  than  just  to  remind  your  lordships  of  this,  that  Mr. 
Hastings's  government  was  one  whole  system  of  oppression,  of  rob- 
bery of  individuals,  of  destruction  of  the  public,  and  of  suppression 
of  the  whole  system  of  the  English  government,  in  order  to  vest  in 
the  worst  of  the  natives  all  the  powers  that  could  possibly  exist  in 
any  government ;  in  order  to  defeat  the  ends  which  all  governments 
ought  in  common  to  have  in  view.  Thus,  my  lords,  I  show  you  at 
one  point  of  view  what  you  are  to  expect  from  hiin  in  all  the  rest. 
I  have,  I  think,  made  out  as  clear  as  can  be  to  your  lordships,  so 
far  as  it  was  necessary  to  go,  that  his  bribery  and  peculation  was 
not  occasional,  but  habitual ;  that  it  was  not  urged  upon  him  at 
the  moment,  but  was  regular  and  systematic.  I  have  shown  to 
your  lordships  the  operation  of  such  a  system  on  the  revenues. 

My  lords,  Mr.  Hastings  pleads  one  constant  merit  to  justify 
those  acts ;  namely,  that  they  produce  an  increase  of  the  public 
revenue  ;  and  accordingly  he  never  sells  to  any  of  those  wicked 
agents  any  trusts  whatever  in  the  country,  that  you  do  not  hear 
that  it  will  considerably  tend  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue. — 
Your  lordships  will  see,  when  he  sold  to  wicked  men  the  province 
of  Bahar  in  the  same  way  in  which  Debi  Sing  had  this  province  of 
Dinagepore,  that  consequences  of  a  horrid  and  atrocious  nature 
(though  not  to  so  great  an  extent)  followed  from  it,  I  will  just 
beg  leave  to  state  to  your  lordships,  that  the  kingdom  of  Bahar  is 
annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Bengal ;  that  this  kingdom  was  governed 
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by  another  provincial  council :  that  he  turned  out  that  provincial 
council,  and  sold  that  government  to  two  wicked  men, — one  of  no 
fortune  at  all,  and  the  other  of  a  very  suspicious  fortune  ;  one  a 
total  bankrupt,  the  other  justly  excommunicated  for  his  wickedness 
in  his  country,  and  then  in  prison  for  misdemeanors  in  a  subordinate 
situation  of  government. 

Mr.  Hastings  destroyed  the  council  that  imprisoned  him ;  and, 
instead  of  putting  one  of  the  best  and  most  reputable  of  the 
natives  to  govern  it,  he  takes  out  of  prison  this  excommunicated 
wretch,  hated  by  God  and  man, — this  bankrupt,  this  man  of  evil 
and  desperate  character,  this  mismanager  of  the  public  revenue  in  an 
inferior  station ;  and,  as  he  had  given  Bengal  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 
he  gave  this  province  to  rajahs  Kelleram  and  Cullian  Sing. 

It  was  done  upon  this  principle,  that  they  would  increase,  and 
very  much  better  the  revenue.  These  men  seem  to  be  as  strange 
instruments  for  improving  a  revenue  as  ever  were  chosen,  I  suppose, 
since  the  world  began.  Perhaps  their  merit  was  giving  a  bribe  of 
40,000^.  to  Mr.  Hastings.  How  he  disposed  of  it,  I  don't  know. 
He  says,  I  disposed  of  it  to  the  public,  and  it  was  in  a  case  of 
emergency.  You  will  see  in  the  course  of  this  business  the  false- 
hood of  that  pretence ;  for  you  will  see,  though  the  obligation  is 
given  for  it  as  a  round  sum  of  money,  that  the  payment  was  not 
accomplished  till  a  year  after ;  that  therefore  it  could  not  answer 
any  immediate  exigence  of  the  company.  Did  it  answer  in  an 
increase  of  the  revenue  ?  The  very  reverse.  Those  persons  who 
had  given  this  bribe  of  40,000^.  at  the  end  of  that  year  were  found 
80,000^.  in  debt  to  the  company.  The  company  always  loses,  when 
Mr.  Hastings  takes  a  bribe ;  and,  when  he  proposes  an  increase  of 
the  revenue,  the  company  loses  often  double.  But  I  hope  and 
trust  your  lordships  will  consider  this  idea  of  a  monstrous  rise  of 
rent,  given  by  men  of  desperate  foi'tunes  and  characters,  to  be  one 
of  the  grievances  instead  of  one  of  the  advantages  of  this  system. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  lay  these  facts  before  you,  (and  I  have 
stated  them  to  your  lordships  far  short  of  their  reality,  partly 
through  my  infirmity,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  odiousness  of 
the  task  of  going  through  things  that  disgrace  human  nature,)  that 
you  may  be  enabled  fully  to  enter  into  the  dreadful  consequences, 
which  attend  a  system  of  bribery  and  corruption  in  a  governor- 
general.  On  a  transient  view,  bribery  is  rather  a  subject  of  disgust 
than  horror ;  the  sordid  practice  of  a  venal,  mean,  and  abject  mind ; 
and  the  effect  of  the  crime  seems  to  end  with  the  act.  It  looks  to 
be  no  more  than  the  corrupt  transfer  of  property  from  one  person 
to  another  ;  at  worst  a  theft.  But  it  will  appear  in  a  very  different 
light,  when  you  regard  the  consideration  for  which  the  bribe  is 
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given;  namely,  that  a  governor-general,  claiming  an  arbitrary 
power  in  himself,  for  that  consideration  delivers  up  the  properties, 
the  liberties,  and  the  lives  of  a  whole  people  to  the  arbitrary  discre- 
tion of  any  wicked  and  rapacious  person,  who  will  be  sure  to  make 
good  from  their  blood  the  purchase  he  has  paid  for  his  power  over 
them.  It  is  possible  that  a  man  may  pay  a  bribe  merely  to  redeem 
himself  from  some  evil.  It  is  bad,  however,  to  live  under  a  power 
whose  violence  has  no  restraint  except  in  its  avarice.  But  no  man 
ever  paid  a  bribe  for  a  power  to  charge  and  tax  others,  but  with  a 
view  to  oppress  them.  No  man  ever  paid  a  bribe  for  the  handling 
of  the  public  money,  but  to  peculate  from  it.  When  once  such 
offices  become  thus  privately  and  corruptly  venal,  the  very  worst 
men  will  be  chosen,  (as  Mr.  Hastings  has  in  fact  constantly  chosen 
the  very  worst,)  because  none  but  those  who  do  not  scruple  the  use 
of  any  means,  are  capable,  consistently  with  profit,  to  discharge  at 
once  the  rigid  demands  of  a  severe  pubhc  revenue,  and  the  private 
bribes  of  a  rapacious  chief  magistrate.  Not  only  the  worst  men 
will  be  thus  chosen,  but  they  will  be  restrained  by  no  dread  what- 
soever in  the  execution  of  their  worst  oppressions.  Their  protec- 
tion is  sure.  The  authority  that  is  to  restrain,  to  control,  to  punish 
them,  is  previously  engaged ;  he  has  his  retaining  fee  for  the  support 
of  their  crimes.  Mr.  Hastings  never  dared,  because  he  could  not 
arrest  oppression  in  its  course,  without  drying  up  the  source  of  his 
own  corrupt  emolument.  Mr.  Hastings  never  dared,  after  the  fact, 
to  punish  extortion  in  others,  because  he  could  not,  without  risking 
the  discovery  of  bribery  in  himself.  The  same  corruption,  the 
same  oppression,  and  the  same  impunity  will  reign  through  all  the 
subordinate  gradations. 

A  fair  revenue  may  be  collected  without  the  aid  of  wicked, 
violent,  and  unjust  instruments.  But,  when  once  the  line  of  just 
and  legal  demand  is  transgressed,  such  instruments  are  of  abso- 
lute necessity ;  and  they  comport  themselves  accordingly.  When 
we  know  that  men  must  be  well  paid  (and  they  ought  to  be  well 
paid)  for  the  performance  of  honourable  duty,  can  we  think  that 
men  will  be  found  to  commit  wicked,  rapacious,  and  oppressive 
acts  with  fidelity  and  disinterestedness,  for  the  sole  emolument  of 
dishonest  employers  ?  No :  they  must  have  their  full  share  of  the 
prey,  and  the  greater  share,  as  they  are  the  nearer  and  more 
necessary  instruments  of  the  general  extortion.  We  must  not 
therefore  flatter  ourselves,  when  Mr.  Hastings  takes  40,000/.  in 
bribes  for  Dinagepore  and  its  annexed  provinces,  that  from  the 
people  nothing  more  than  40,000/.  is  extorted.  I  speak  within 
compass,  four  times  forty  must  be  levied  on  the  people  ;  and  these 
violent   sales,    fraudulent   purchases,   confiscations,   inhuman   and 
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unutterable  tortures,  imprisonment,  irons,  whips,  fines,  general 
despair,  general  insurrection,  the  massacre  of  the  officers  of  revenue 
by  the  people,  the  massacre  of  the  people  by  the  soldiery,  and  the 
total  waste  and  destruction  of  the  finest  provinces  in  India,  are 
things  of  course  ;  and  all  a  necessary  consequence  involved  in  the 
very  substance  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribery. 

I  therefore  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  having  destroyed,  for 
private  purposes,  the  whole  system  of  government  by  the  six  pro- 
vincial councils,  which  he  had  no  right  to  destroy. 

I  charge  him  with  having  delegated  to  others  that  power  which 
the  act  of  parliament  had  directed  him  to  preserve  unalienably  in 
himself. 

I  charge  him  with  having  formed  a  committee  to  be  mere  instru- 
ments and  tools,  at  the  enormous  expense  of  62,000?.  per  annum. 

I  charge  him  with  having  appointed  a  person,  their  dewan,  to 
whom  these  Englishmen  were  to  be  subservient  tools;  whose 
name,  to  his  own  knowledge,  was,  by  the  general  voice  of  India, 
by  the  general  recorded  voice  of  the  company,  by  recorded  official 
transactions,  by  every  thing  that  can  make  a  man  known,  abhorred, 
and  detested,  stamped  with  infamy  ;  and  with  giving  him  the  whole 
power,  which  he  had  thus  separated  from  the  council-general,  and 
from  the  provincial  councils. 

I  charge  him  with  taking  bribes  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing. 

I  charge  him  with  not  having  done  that  bribe-service,  which  fidelity 
even  in  iniquity  requires  at  the  hands  of  the  worst  of  men. 

I  charge  him  with  having  robbed  those  people  of  whom  he  took 
the  bribes. 

I  charge  him  with  having  fraudulently  alienated  the  fortunes  of 
widows. 

I  charge  him  with  having,  without  right,  title,  or  purchase, 
taken  the  lands  of  orphans,  and  given  them  to  wicked  persons 
under  him. 

I  charge  him  with  having  removed  the  natural  guardians  of  a 
minor  rajah,  and  with  having  given  that  trust  to  a  stranger,  Debi 
Sing,  whose  wickedness  was  knoven  to  himself  and  all  the  world ; 
and  by  whom  the  rajah,  his  family,  and  dependents  were  cruelly 
oppressed. 

I  charge  him  with  having  committed  to  the  management  of 
Debi  Sing  three  great  provinces  ;  and  thereby  with  having  wasted 
the  country,  ruined  the  landed  interest,  cruelly  harassed  the  pea- 
sants, burnt  their  houses,  seized  their  crops,  tortured  and  degraded 
their  persons,  and  destroyed  the  honour  of  the  whole  female  race 
of  that  country. 

In  the  name  of  the  commons  of  England,  I  charge  all  this  viUany 
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upon  Warren  Hastings,  in   this   last  moment  of  my  application 
to  you. 

My  lords,  what  is  it  that  we  want  here  to  a  great  act  of  national 
justice  ?  Do  we  want  a  cause,  my  lords  ?  You  have  the  cause  of 
oppressed  princes,  of  undone  women  of  the  first  rank,  of  desolated 
provinces,  and  of  wasted  kingdoms. 

Do  you  want  a  criminal,  my  lords  ?  When  was  there  so  much 
iniquity  ever  laid  to  the  charge  of  any  one  ?  No,  my  lords,  you 
must  not  look  to  punish  any  other  such  delinquent  from  India. 
Warren  Hastings  has  not  left  substance  enough  in  India  to  nourish 
such  another  delinquent. 

My  lords,  is  it  a  prosecutor  you  want  ? — You  have  before  you 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain  as  prosecutors ;  and,  I  believe,  my 
lords,  that  the  sun,  in  his  beneficent  progress  round  the  world, 
does  not  behold  a  more  glorious  sight  than  that  of  men,  separated 
from  a  remote  people  by  the  material  bounds  and  barriers  of 
nature,  united  by  the  bond  of  a  social  and  moral  community; 
— all  the  commons  of  England  resenting,  as  their  own,  the 
indignities  and  cruelties  that  are  offered  to  aU  the  people  of 
India. 

Do  we  want  a  tribunal? — My  lords,  no  example  of  antiquity, 
nothing  in  the  modem  world,  nothing  in  the  range  of  human  ima- 
gination, can  supply  us  with  a  tribunal  Uke  this.  My  lords,  here 
we  see  virtually  in  the  mind's  eye,  that  sacred  majesty  of  the 
crown,  under  whose  authority  you  sit,  and  whose  power  you  exer- 
cise. We  see  in  that  invisible  authority  what  we  all  feel  in  reality 
and  life,  the  beneficent  powers  and  protecting  justice  of  his  majesty. 
We  have  here  the  heir-apparent  to  the  crown,  such  as  the  fond 
wishes  of  the  people  of  England  wish  an  heir-apparent  of  the 
crown  to  be.  We  have  here  all  the  branches  of  the  royal  family 
in  a  situation  between  majesty  and  subjection,  between  the  sove- 
reign and  the  subject, — offering  a  pledge  in  that  situation  for  the 
support  of  the  rights  of  the  crown,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
both  which  extremities  they  touch.  My  lords,  we  have  a  great 
hereditary  peerage  here ;  those  who  have  their  own  honour,  the 
honour  of  their  ancestors,  and  of  their  posterity  to  guard;  and 
who  will  justify,  as  they  have  always  justified,  that  provision  in  the 
constitution,  by  which  justice  is  made  an  hereditary  office.  My 
lords,  we  have  here  a  new  nobihty,  who  have  risen  and  exalted 
themselves  by  various  merits,  by  great  military  services,  which 
have  extended  the  fame  of  this  country  from  the  rising  to  the 
setting  sun  :  we  have  those,  who,  by  various  civil  merits  and  various 
civil  talents,  have  been  exalted  to  a  situation  which  they  well 
deserve,  and  in  which  they  will  justify  the  favour  of  their  sovereign. 
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and  the  good  opinion  of  their  fellow-subjects;  and  make  them 
rejoice  to  see  those  virtuous  characters,  that  were  the  other  day 
upon  a  level  with  them,  now  exalted  above  them  in  rank,  but 
feeling  with  them  in  sympathy  what  they  felt  in  common  with  them 
before.  We  have  persons  exalted  from  the  practice  of  the  law, 
from  the  place  in  which  they  administered  high,  though  subor- 
dinate, justice,  to  a  seat  here,  to  enlighten  with  their  knowledge, 
and  to  strengthen  with  their  votes,  those  principles  which  have 
distinguished  the  courts  in  which  they  have  presided. 

My  lords,  you  have  here  also  the  hghts  of  our  religion ;  you  have 
the  bishops  of  England.  My  lords,  you  have  that  true  image  of 
the  primitive  church  in  its  ancient  form,  in  its  ancient  ordinances, 
purified  from  the  superstitions  and  the  vices  which  a  long  succes- 
sion of  ages  will  bring  upon  the  best  institutions.  You  have  the 
representatives  of  that  religion,  which  says  that  their  God  is  love, 
that  the  very  vital  spirit  of  their  institution  is  charity ; — a  reli- 
gion which  so  much  hates  oppression,  that  when  the  God,  whom 
we  adore,  appeared  in  human  form,  He  did  not  appear  in  a  form 
of  greatness  and  majesty,  but  in  sympathy  with  the  lowest  of  the 
people, — and  thereby  made  it  a  firm  and  ruling  principle  that  their 
welfare  was  the  object  of  all  government ;  since  the  Person  who 
was  the  Master  of  nature  chose  to  appear  Himself  in  a  subordinate 
situation.  These  are  the  considerations  which  influence  them, 
which  animate  them,  and  will  animate  them,  against  all  oppres- 
sion ;  knowing  that  He,  who  is  called  first  among  them,  and  first 
among  us  all,  both  of  the  flock  that  is  fed,  and  of  those  who  feed 
it,  made  Himself  "  the  servant  of  all.'' 

My  lords,  these  are  the  securities  which  we  have  in  all  the  con- 
stituent parts  of  the  body  of  this  House.  We  know  them,  we 
reckon,  we  rest  upon  them,  and  commit  safely  the  interests  of 
India  and  of  humanity  into  your  hands.  Therefore,  it  is  with 
confidence  that,  ordered  by  the  commons, 

I  impeach  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors. 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  whose  parliamentary  trust  he  has  betrayed. 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  all  the  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
whose  national  character  he  has  dishonoured. 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  India,  whose  laws, 
rights,  and  liberties  he  has  subverted ;  whose  properties  he  has 
destroyed,  whose  country  he  has  laid  waste  and  desolate. 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name,  and  by  virtue  of  those  eternal  laws 
of  justice,  which  he  has  violated. 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  human  nature  itself,  which  he  has 
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cruelly  outraged,  injured,  and  oppressed  in  both  sexes,  in  every 
age,  rank,  situation,  and  condition  of  life. 

*:).*  After  Mr.  Burke  had  concluded  these  opening  speeches, 
the  first  article  of  the  impeachment  was  brought  forward  on  the 
22nd  of  February,  1788,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Grey 
on  the  25th.  After  the  evidence  upon  this  article  had  been 
adduced,  it  was  summed  up  and  enforced  by  Mr.  Anstruther,  on 
the  11th  day  of  April  following. 

The  next  article  with  which  the  commons  proceeded,  was  brought 
forward  on  the  15th  of  April,  1788,  by  Mr.  Adam,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  Pelham ;  and  the  evidence,  ia  part  upon  the  second  article 
of  charge,  was  summed  up  and  enforced  on  the  3rd  of  June  by 
Mr.  Sheridan. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1789,  Mr.  Burke  opened  the  sixth  charge, 
bribery  and  corruption,  in  the  following  speech,  which  was  con- 
tinued on  the  21st  of  April,  and  on  the  5th  and  7th  of  May  in  the 
same  session. 


TRIAL 

OF 

WARREN    HASTINGS,   ESQ. 

TUESDAY,  21st  APRIL,  1789. 


SPEECH  ON  THE  SIXTH  CHAEGE. 


(mr.  bdrke.) 

My  Lords, 
An  event  which  had  spread,  for  a  considerable  time,  an  universal 
grief  and  consternation  through  this  kingdom,  and  which,  in  its 
issue,  diffused  as  universal  and  transcendant  a  joy,  has'  in  the 
circumstances  both  of  our  depression  and  of  our  exaltation  pro- 
duced a  considerable  delay,  if  not  a  total  suspension  of  the  most 
important  functions  of  government. 

My  lords,  we  now  resume  our  office  ;  and  we  resume  it  with  new 
and  redoubled  alacrity,  and  we  trust,  under  not  less  propitious 
omens  than  when  we  left  it,  in  this  House,  at  the  end  of  the  pre- 
ceding session.  We  come  to  this  duty  with  a  greater  degree  of 
earnestness  and  zeal,  because  we  are  urged  to  it  by  many  and  very 
peculiar  circumstances.  This  day  we  come  from  a  House,  where 
the  last  steps  were  taken,  and,  I  suppose,  something  has  happened 
similar  in  this,  to  prepare  our  way  to  attend  with  the  utmost 
solemnity,  in  another  place,  a  great  national  thanksgiving  for 
having  restored  the  sovereign  to  his  parliament,  and  the  parliament 
to  its  sovereign. 

But,  my  lords,  it  is  not  only  in  the  house  of  prayer  that  we  offer 
to  the  First  Cause  the  acceptable  homage  of  our  rational  nature — • 
My  lords,  in  this  House,  at  this  bar,  in  this  place,  in  every  place 
where  his  commands  are  obeyed,  his  worship  is  performed.  And, 
my  lords,  I  must  boldly  say,  (and  I  think  I  shall  hardly  be  con- 
tradicted by  your  lordships,  or  by  any  persons  versed  in  the  law, 
which  guides  Us  all,)  that  the  highest  act  of  religion,  and  the  highest 
homage,  which  we  can  and  ought  to  pay,  is  an  imitation  of  the 
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Divine  perfections  as  far  as  such  a  nature  can  imitate  such  per- 
fections ;  and  that  by  this  means  alone  we  can  make  our  homage 
acceptable  to  Him. 

My  lords,  in  his  temple  we  shall  not  forget  that  his  most  dis- 
tinguished attribute  is  justice,  and  that  the  first  link  in  the  chain 
by  which  we  are  held  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  all,  is  justice ;  and 
that  it  is  in  this  solemn  temple  of  representative  justice  we  may 
best  give  Him  praise,  because  we  can  here  best  imitate  his  divine 
attributes.  If  ever  ^there  was  a  cause  in  which  justice  and  mercy 
are  not  only  combined  and  reconciled,  but  incorporated,  it  is  in 
this  cause  of  suffering  nations,  which  we  now  bring  before  your 
lordships  this  second  session  of  parliament,  unwearied  and  un- 
fatigued  in  our  persevering  pursuit ;  and  we  feel  it  to  be  a  neces- 
sary preliminary,  a  necessary  fact,  a  necessary  attendant  and  con- 
comitant of  every  public  thanksgiving,  that  we  should  express  our 
gratitude  by  our  virtues,  and  not  merely  with  our  mouths:  and 
that,  when  we  are  giving  thanks  for  acts  of  mercy,  we  should  render 
ourselves  worthy  of  them  by  doing  acts  of  mercy  ourselves.  My 
lords,  these  considerations,  independent  of  those  which  were  our 
first  movers  in  this  business,  strongly  urge  us  at  present  to  pursue 
with  all  zeal  and  perseverance  the  great  cause  we  have  now  in 
hand.  And  we  feel  this  to  be  the  more  necessary,  because  we 
cannot  but  be  sensible  that  light,  unstable,  variable,  capricious, 
inconstant,  fastidious  minds  soon  tire  in  any  pursuit  that  requires 
strength,  steadiness^^  and  perseverance.  Such  persons,  who  we 
trust  are  but  few,  and  who  certainly  do  not  resemble  your  lord- 
ships, nor  us,  begin  already  to  say.  How  long  is  this  business  to 
continue?  Our  answer  is, — It  is  to  continue  till  its  ends  are 
obtained. 

We  know  that  by  a  mysterious  dLspensation  of  Providence 
injury  Ls  quick  and  rapid,  and  justice  slow :  and  we  may  say  that 
those  who  have  not  patience  and  \'igour  of  mind  to  attend  the 
tardy  pace  of  justice,  counteract  the  order  of  Providence,  and  are 
resolved  not  to  be  just  at  aU.  We,  therefore,  instead  of  bending 
the  order  of  nature  to  the  laxity  of  our  characters  and  tempers, 
must  rather  confirm  ourselves  by  a  manly  fortitude  and  virtuous 
perseverance  to  continue  within  those  forms,  and  to  wrestle  with 
injustice,  until  we  have  shown  that  those  virtues,  which  sometimes 
wickedness  debauches  into  its  cause,  such  as  vigour,  energy,  activity, 
fortitude  of  spirit,  are  called  back  and  brought  to  their  true  and 
natural  service ;  and  that  in  the  pursuit  of  wickedness,  in  the 
following  it  through  all  the  winding  recesses  and  mazes  of  its 
artifices,  we  shall  show  as  much  vigour,  as  much  constancy,  as 
much  diligence,  energy,  and  perseverance,  as  any  others  can  do  in 
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endeavouring  to  elude  the  laws,  and  triumph  over  the  justice  of 
their  country.  My  lords,  we  have  thought  it  the  more  necessary 
to  say  this,  because  it  has  been  given  out  that  we  might  faint  in 
this  business :  no  ;  we  follow,  and  trust  we  shall  always  follow,  that 
great  emblem  of  antiquity,  in  which  the  person,  who  held  out  to 
the  end  of  a  long  line  of  labours,  found  the  reward  of  all  the  eleven 
in  the  twelfth.  Our  labour,  therefore,  will  be  our  reward ;  and  we 
will  go  on,  we  will  pursue  with  vigour  and  diligence,  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  every  mode  of  cor- 
ruption, till  we  have  thoroughly  eradicated  it. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  another  circum- 
stance, of  which  there  is  some  complaint,  as  if  some  injustice  had 
arisen  from  voluntary  delay  on  our  part. 

I  have  already  alluded  to,  first,  the  melancholy,  then  the  joyful 
occasion  of  this  delay ;  and  I  shall  now  make  one  remark  on  an- 
other part  of  the  complaint,  which  I  understand  was  formally  made 
to  your  lordships,  soon  after  we  had  announced  our  resolution  to 
proceed  in  this  great  cause  of  suffering  nations  before  you.  It  has 
been  alleged  that  the  length  of  the  pursuit  had  already  very  much 
distressed  the  person  who  is  the  object  of  it ;  that  it  leaned  upon 
a  fortune  unequal  to  support  it;  and  that  30,000?.  had  been  already 
spent  in  the  preliminary  preparations  for  the  defence. 

My  lords,  I  do  admit  that  all  true,  genuine,  and  unadulterated 
justice  considers,  with  a  certain  degree  of  tenderness,  the  person 
whom  it  is  called  to  punish,  and  never  oppresses  those  by  the  pro- 
cess, who  ought  not  to  be  oppressed  but  by  the  sentence  of  the  court 
before  which  they  are  brought.  The  commons  have  heard,  indeed, 
with  some  degree  of  astonishment,  that  .30,000?.  hath  been  laid  out 
by  Mr.  Hastings  in  this  business.  We,  who  have  some  experience 
in  the  conduct  of  affairs  of  this  nature,  we,  who  profess  to  proceed 
with  regard  not  to  the  economy  so  much  as  to  the  rigour  of  this 
prosecution  (and  we  are  justified  by  our  country  in  so  doing)  upon 
a  collation  and  comparison  of  the  public  expenses  with  those  which 
the  defendant  is  supposed  to  have  incurred,  are  much  surprised  to 
hear  it ;  we  suppose  that  his  solicitors  can  give  a  good  account  to 
him  of  those  expenses,  that  the  thing  is  true,  and  that  he  has 
actually,  through  them,  incurred  this  expense.  We  have  nothing  to 
do  with  this :  but  we  shall  remove  any  degree  of  uneasiness  from 
your  lordships'  minds,  and  from  our  own,  when  we  show  you  in  the 
charge,  which  we  shall  bring  before  you  this  day,  that  one  bribe 
only  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  the  smallest  of  his  bribes,  or  nearly 
the  smallest,  the  bribe  received  from  rajah  Nobkisson,  is  alone 
more  than  equal  to  have  paid  all  the  charges  Mr.  Hastings  is 
stated  to  have  incurred :  and,  if  this  be  the  case,  your  lordships 
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will  not  be  made  very  uneasy  in  a  case  of  bribery  by  finding  that 
you  press  upon  the  sources  of  peculation. 

It  has  also  been  said  that  we  weary  out  the  public  patience  in 
this  cause.  The  House  of  Commons  do  not  call  upon  your  lord- 
ships to  do  any  thing  of  which  they  do  not  set  the  example.  They 
have  very  lately  sat  in  the  Colchester  committee  as  many,  within 
one  or  two  days  successively,  as  have  been  spent  in  this  trial  inter- 
ruptedly in  the  course  of  two  years.  Every  cause  deserves  that 
it  should  be  tried  according  to  its  nature  and  circumstances ;  and 
in  the  case  of  the  Colchester  committee,  in  the  trial  of  paltry 
briberies  of  odd  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  in  the  corruption  of  a 
returning  officer,  who  is  but  a  miller,  they  spent  nearly  the  same 
number  of  days  that  we  have  been  inquiring  into  the  ruin  of  king- 
doms by  the  peculation  and  bribery  of  the  chief  governor  of  the 
provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa.  Therefore,  God  forbid 
that  we  should  faint  at  thrice  thirty  days,  if  the  proceedings  should 
be  drawn  into  such  a  length,  when  for  a  small  crime  as  much  time 
has  been  spent,  as  has  yet  been  spent  in  this  great  cause. 

Having  now  cleared  the  way  with  regard  to  the  local  and  tem- 
porary circumstances  of  this  case;  having  shown  your  lordships 
that  too  much  time  has  not  been  spent  in  it ;  having  no  reason  to 
think  from  the  time  which  has  hitherto  been  spent,  that  time  will 
be  unnecessarily  spent  in  future,  I  trust  your  lordships  will  think 
that  time  ought  neither  to  be  spared  nor  squandered  in  this  bu.si- 
ness;  we  vsdll  therefore  proceed  article  by  article,  as  far  as  the 
discretion  of  the  House  of  Commons  shall  think  fit  for  the  justice 
of  the  case  to  Hmit  the  inquiry,  or  to  extend  it. 

We  are  now  going  to  bring  before  your  lordships  the  sixth  article. 
It  is  an  article  of  charge  of  bribery  and  corruption  against  Mr. 
Hastings ;  but  yet  we  must  confess  that  we  feel  some  little  difficulty 
in  limine.  We  here  appear  in  the  name  and  character  not  only  of 
representatives  of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  but  representar 
tives  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal :  and  yet  we  have  had  lately  come 
into  our  hands  such  ample  certificates,  such  full  testimonials  from 
every  person  in  whose  cause  we  complain,  that  we  shall  appear  to 
be  in  the  strangest  situation  in  the  world, — the  situation  of  persons 
complaining,  who  are  disavowed  by  the  persons  in  whose  name  and 
character  they  complain.  This  would  have  been  a  very  great  diffi- 
culty in  the  beguming,  especially  as  it  is  come  before  us  in  a  flood- 
tide  of  panegyric.  No  encomium  can  be  more  exalted,  or  more 
beautifully  expressed.  No  language  can  more  strongly  paint  the 
perfect  satisfaction,  the  entire  acquiescence  of  all  the  nations  of 
Bengal,  and  their  wonderful  admiration  of  the  character  of  the 
person  whom  we  have  brought  as  a  criminal  to  your  bar  upon  their 
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part.  I  do  admit,  that  it  is  a  very  awkward  circumstance ;  but 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  the  same  candour  which  has  induced  the 
House  of  Commons  to  bring  before  you  the  bosom  friends  and  con- 
fidants of  Mr.  Hastings  as  their  evidence,  will  not  suffer  them  to 
suppress  or  withhold  for  a  moment  from  your  lordships  this  univer- 
sal voice  of  Bengal,  as  an  attestation  in  Mr.  Hastings's  favour,  and 
we  shall  produce  it  as  a  part  of  our  evidence.  Oh !  my  lords, 
consider  the  situation  of  a  people,  who  are  forced  to  mix  their 
praises  with  their  groans,  who  are  forced  to  sign,  with  hands  which 
have  been  in  torture,  and  with  the  thumb-screws  but  just  taken  from 
them,  an  attestation  in  favour  of  the  person  from  whom  all  their 
sufferings  have  been  derived.  When  we  prove  to  you  the  things 
that  we  shall  prove,  this  will,  I  hope,  give  your  lordships  a  full,  con- 
clusive, and  satisfactory  proof  of  the  misery  to  which  these  people 
have  been  reduced.  You  will  see  before  you,  what  is  so  well  ex- 
pressed by  one  of  our  poets  as  the  homage  of  tyrants,  "  that  homage 
with  the  mouth,  which  the  heart  would  fain  deny,  but  dares  not." 
Mr.  Hastings  has  received  that  homage,  and  that  homage  we  mean 
to  present  to  your  lordships ;  we  mean  to  present  it,  because  it  will 
show  your  lordships  clearly,  that  after  Mr.  Hastings  has  ransacked 
Bengal  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  has  used  all  the  power  which 
he  derives  from  having  every  friend  and  every  dependent  of  his  in 
every  office  from  one  end  of  that  government  to  the  other,  he  has 
not  in  all  those  panegyrics,  those  fine  high-flown  Eastern  encomiums, 
got  one  word  of  refutation,  or  one  word  of  evidence  against  any 
charge  whatever  which  we  produce  against  him.  Every  one  knows, 
that  in  the  course  of  criminal  trials,  when  no  evidence  of  alibi  can 
be  brought,  when  all  the  arts  of  the  Old  Bailey  are  exhausted,  the 
last  thing  produced  is  evidence  to  character.  His  cause  therefore 
is  gone,  when,  having  ransacked  Bengal,  he  has  nothing  to  say  for 
his  conduct,  and  at  length  appeals  to  his  character.  Tn  those  little 
papers  which  are  given  us  of  our  proceedings  in  our  criminal  courts, 
it  is  always  an  omen  of  what  is  to  follow :  after  the  evidence  of  a 
murder,  a  forgery,  or  robbery,  it  ends  in  his  character. — He  has  an 
admirable  character — I  have  known  him  from  a  boy;  he  is  wonder- 
fully good  ;  he  is  the  best  of  men  ;  I  would  trust  him  with  untold 
gold :  and  immediately  follows,  guilty,  death.  This  is  the  way  in 
which  our  courts'  character  is  generally  followed  by  sentence.  The 
practice  is  not  modern.  Undoubtedly  Mr.  Hastings  has  the  ex- 
ample of  criminals  of  high  antiquity ;  for  Oaius  Verres,  Antonius, 
and  every  other  man  who  has  been  famous  for  the  pillage  and 
destruction  of  provinces,  never  failed  to  bring  before  their  judges 
the  attestations  of  the  injured  to  their  character.  Voltaire  says, 
"  Les  bons  mots  sont  toujours  redits."     A  similar  occasion  has 
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here  produced  a  similar  conduct.  He  has  got  just  the  same  cha- 
racter as  Caius  Verres  got  in  another  cause ;  and  the  laudationes, 
which  your  lordships  know  always  followed,  to  save  trouble,  we 
mean  ourselves  to  give  your  lordships ;  we  mean  to  give  them  with 
this  strong  presumption  of  guilt,  that,  in  all  this  panegyric,  there 
is  not  one  word  of  defence  to  a  single  article  of  charge :  they  are 
mere  lip-honours ;  but  we  think  we  derive  from  those  panegyrics, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  sent  over  as  evidence  to  supply  the 
total  jwant  of  it,  an  indication  of  the  impossibility  of  attaining  it. 
Mr.  Hastings  has  brought  them  here,  and  I  must  say  we  are  under 
some  difl&culty  about  them,  and  the  difficulty  is  this, — we  think  we 
can  produce  before  your  lordships  proofs  of  barbarity  and  peculation 
by  Mr.  Hastings :  we  have  the  proofs  of  them  in  specific  provinces, 
where  those  proofs  may  be  met  by  contrary  proofs,  or  may  lose  their 
weight  from  a  variety  of  circumstances.  We  thought  we  had  got 
the  matter  sure,  that  every  thing  was  settled,  that  he  could  not 
escape  us  after  he  had  himself  confessed  the  bribes  he  had  taken 
from  the  specific  provinces.  But  in  what  condition  are  we  now? 
We  have  from  those  specific  provinces  the  strongest  attestations, 
that  there  is  not  any  credit  to  be  paid  to  his  own  acknowledgments. 
In  short,  we  have  the  complaints,  concerning  these  crimes  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  of  the  injured  persons  themselves :  we  have  his  own  con- 
fessions :  we  shall  produce  both  to  your  lordships.  But  these 
persons  now  declare,  that  not  only  their  own  complaints  are  totally 
unfounded,  but  that  ]Mr.  Hastings's  confessions  are  not  true,  and 
not  to  be  credited.  These  are  circumstances  which  your  lordships 
will  consider  in  the  view  you  take  of  this  wonderful  body  of  attes- 
tation. 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  see  in  these  addresses  the  dififerent 
character  and  modes  of  eloquence  of  different  countries.  In  those 
that  will  be  brought  before  your  lordships  you  will  see  the  beauty 
of  chaste  European  panegyric  improved  by  degrees  into  high, 
oriental,  exaggerated,  and  inflated  metaphor.  You  will  see  how 
the  language  is  first  written  in  English,  then  translated  into 
Persian,  and  then  re-translated  into  English.  There  may  be 
something  amusing  to  your  lordships  in  this,  and  the  beauty  of 
these  styles  may,  in  this  heavy  investigation,  tend  to  give  a  little 
gaiety  and  pleasure.  We  shall  bring  before  you  the  European 
and  Asiatic  incense.  You  will  have  the  perfume  shops  of  the  two 
countries. 

One  of  the  accusations  which  we  mean  to  bring  against  Mr. 
Hastings,  is  upon  the  part  of  the  zemindar  Radanaut,  of  the 
country  of  Dinagepore.  Now  hear  what  the  zemindar  says  him- 
self:—"As  it  has  been  learned  by  me,  the  mutsuddies,  and  the 
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respectable  officers  of  my  zemindary,  that  the  ministers  of  England 
are  displeased  with  the  late  governor,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
upon  the  suspicion  that  he  oppressed  us,  took  money  from  us  by 
deceit  and  force,  and  ruined  the  country ;  therefore  we,  upon  the 
strength  of  our  religion,  which  we  think  it  incumbent  on  and 
necessary  for  us  to  abide  by,  following  the  rules  laid  down  in 
giving  evidence,  declare  the  particulars  of  the  acts  and  deeds  of 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  full  of  circumspection  and  caution, 
civility  and  justice,  superior  to  the  conduct  of  the  most  learned ; 
and,  by  representing  what  is  fact,  wipe  away  the  doubts  that  have 
possessed  the  minds  of  the  ministers  of  England  ;  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings is  possessed  of  fidelity  and  confidence,  and  yielding  protection 
to  us ;  that  he  is  clear  of  the  contamination  of  mistrust  and 
wrong,  and  his  mind  is  free  of  covetousness  or  avarice.  During 
the  time  of  his  administration  no  one  saw  other  conduct  than  that 
of  protection  to  the  husbandman,  and  justice.  No  inhabitant  ever 
experienced  afflictions  ;  no  one  ever  felt  oppression  from  him ;  our 
reputations  have  always  been  guarded  from  attacks  by  his  pru- 
dence, and  our  families  have  always  been  protected  by  his  justice. 
He  never  omitted  the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  towards  us, 
but  healed  the  wounds  of  despair  with  the  salve  of  consolation,  by 
means  of  his  benevolent  and  kind  behaviour,  never  permitting  one 
of  us  to  sink  in  the  pit  of  despondence ;  he  supported  every  one 
by  his  goodness,  overset  the  designs  of  evil-minded  men  by  his 
authority,  tied  the  hand  of  oppression  with  the  strong  bandage  of 
justice,  and  by  these  means  expanded  the  pleasing  appearance  of 
happiness  and  joy  over  us.  He  re-established  justice  and  impar- 
tiality. We  were,  during  his  government,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
perfect  happiness  and  ease,  and  many  of  us  are  thankful  and 
satisfied.  As  Mr.  Hastings  was  well  acquainted  with  our  manners 
and  customs,  he  was  always  desirous,  in  every  respect,  of  doing 
whatever  would  preserve  our  religious  rites,  and  guard  them  against 
every  kind  of  accident  and  injury,  and  at  all  times  protected  us. 
Whatever  we  have  experienced  from  him,  and  whatever  happened 
from  him,  we  have  written  without  deceit  or  exaggeration." 

My  lords,  here  is  a  panegyric ;  and,  directly  contrary  to  the 
usual  mode  of  other  accusers,  we  begin  by  producing  the  pane- 
gyrics, made  upon  the  person  whom  we  accuse.  We  shall  produce 
along  with  the  charge,  and  give  as  evidence,  the  panegyric  and 
certificate  of  the  persons  whom  we  suppose  to  have  suffered  these 
wrongs.  We  suffer  ourselves  even  to  abandon,  what  might  be  our 
last  resource,  his  own  confession,  by  showing  that  one  of  the 
princes,  from  whom  he  confesses  he  took  bribes,  has  given  a 
certificate  of  the  direct  contrary. 

All  these  things  will  have  their  weight  upon   your  lordships' 
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minds ;  and  when  we  have  put  ourselves  under  this  disadvantage 
(what  disadvantage  it  is,  your  lordships  will  judge),  at  least  we 
shall  stand  acquitted  of  unfairness  in  charging  him  with  crimes, 
directly  contrary  to  the  panegyrics  in  this  paper  contained.  Indeed, 
I  wiU  say  this  for  him,  that  general  charge  and  loose  accusation 
may  he  answered  by  loose  and  general  panegyric,  and  that,  if  ours 
were  of  that  nature,  this  panegyric  would  be  sufficient  to  overset 
our  accusation.  But  we  come  before  your  lordships  in  a  different 
manner  and  upon  different  grounds.  I  am  ordered  by  the  commons 
of  Great  Britain  to  support  the  charge  that  they  have  made,  and 
persevere  in  making,  against  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  late  governor- 
general  of  Bengal,  and  now  a  culprit  at  your  bar ;  first,  for  having 
taken  corruptly  several  bribes,  and  extorted  by  force,  or  under  the 
power  and  colour  of  his  office,  several  sums  of  money  from  the 
unhappy  natives  of  Bengal. 

The  next  article  which  we  shall  bring  before  you  is,  that  he  is  not 
only  personally  corrupted,  but  that  he  has  personally  corrupted  all 
the  other  servants  of  the  company ;  those  under  him,  whose  cor- 
ruptions he  ought  to  have  controlled,  and  those  above  him,  whose 
business  it  was  to  control  his  corruptions. 

We  purpose  to  make  good  to  your  lordships  the  first  of  these, 
by  submitting  to  you  that  part  of  those  sums,  which  are  specified 
in  the  charge,  were  taken  by  him  with  his  own  hand,  and  in  his  own 
person ;  but  that  much  the  greater  part  have  been  taken  from  the 
natives  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  black  agents,  banyans,  and 
other  dependents ;  whose  confidential  connexion  with  him,  and 
whose  agency,  on  his  part,  in  corrupt  transactions,  if  his  counsel 
should  be  bold  enough  to  challenge  us  to  the  proof,  we  shall  fully 
prove  before  you. 

The  next  part,  and  the  second  branch  of  his  corruption,  namely, 
what  is  commonly  called  his  active  corruption,  distinguishing  the 
personal  under  the  name  of  passive,  will  appear  from  his  having 
given,  under  colour  of  contracts,  a  number  of  corrupt  and  lucra- 
tive advantages,  from  a  number  of  unauthorized  and  unreasonable 
grants,  pensions,  and  allowances,  by  which  he  corrupted  actively 
the  whole  service  of  the  company.  And,  lastly,  we  shall  show,  that 
by  establishing  a  universal  connivance  from  one  end  of  the  service 
to  the  other,  he  has  not  only  corrupted  and  contaminated  it  in  all 
its  parts,  but  bound  it  in  a  common  league  of  iniquity  to  support 
mutually  each  other  against  the  inquiry,  that  should  detect,  and  the 
justice  that  should  punish,  their  offences.  These  two  charges, 
namely,  of  his  active  and  passive  corruption,  we  shall  bring  one  after 
the  other,  as  strongly  and  clearly  illustrating,  and  as  powerfully 
confirming,  each  other. 
,  The  first  which  we  shall  bring  before  you,  is  his  own  passive 
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corruption,  so  we  commonly  call  it.  Bribes  are  so  little  known  in 
this  country,  that  we  can  hardly  get  clear  and  specific  technical 
names  to  distinguish  them ;  but,  in  future,  I  am  afraid,  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Hastings  will  improve  our  law  vocabulary.  The  first,  then, 
of  these  oSences,  with  which  Mr.  Hastings  stands  charged  here, 
is  receiving  bribes  himself,  or  through  his  banyans ;  every  one  of 
these  are  overt  acts  of  the  general  charge  of  bribery,  and  they  are 
every  one  of  them,  separately  taken,  substantive  crimes.  But 
whatever  the  criminal  nature  of  these  acts  was — and  the  nature 
was  very  criminal,  and  the  consequences  to  the  country  very  dread- 
ful,— yet  we  mean  to  prove  to  your  lordships  that  they  were  not 
single  acts,  that  they  were  not  acts  committed,  as  opportunity 
offered,  or  as  necessity  tempted,  or  urged  upon  the  occasion ;  but, 
that  they  are  parts  of  a  general  systematic  plan  of  corruption, 
for  advancing  his  fortune  at  the  expense  of  his  integrity  ;  that  he 
has,  for  that  purpose,  not  only  taken  the  opportunity  of  his  own 
power,  but  made  whole  establishments,  altered  and  perverted 
others,  and  created  complete  revolutions  in  the  country's  govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  making  the  power,  which  ought  to  be 
subservient  to  legal  government,  subservient  to  corruption ;  that, 
when  he  could  no  longer  cover  these  fraudulent  proceedings  by 
artifice,  he  endeavoured  to  justify  them  by  principle.  These 
artifices  we  mean  to  detect ;  these  principles  we  mean  to  attack, 
and,  with  your  lordships'  aid,  to  demolish,  destroy,  and  subvert 
for  ever. 

My  lords,  I  must  say,  that  in  this  business,  which  is  a  matter 
of  collusion,  concealment,  and  deceit,  your  lordships  will,  perhaps, 
not  feel  the  same  degree  of  interest  as  in  the  others.  Hitherto 
you  have  had  before  you  crimes  of  dignity.  You  have  had  before 
you  the  ruin  and  expulsion  of  great  and  illustrious  families ;  the 
breach  of  solemn  public  treaties ;  the  merciless  pillage  and  total 
subversion  of  the  first  houses  in  Asia ;  but  the  crimes,  which  are  the 
most  striking  to  the  imagination,  are  not  always  the  most  pernicious 
in  their  effects  :  in  these  high  eminent  acts  of  domineering  tyranny 
their  very  magnitude  proves  a  sort  of  corrective  to  their  virulence. 
The  occasions  on  which  they  can  be  exercised  are  rare ;  the  per- 
sons upon  whom  they  can  be  exercised  few ;  the  persons  who  can 
exercise  them  in  the  nature  of  things  are  not  many.  These  high 
tragic  acts  of  superior  overbearing  tyranny  are  privileged  crimes  ; 
they  are  the  unhappy  dreadful  prerogative,  they  are  the  distin- 
guished and  incommunicable  attributes,  of  superior  wickedness  in 
eminent  station. 

But,  my  lords,  when  the  vices  of  low,  sordid,  and  illiberal 
minds  infect  that  high  situation  with  theft,  bribery,  and  pecula- 
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tion,  attended  with  fraud,  prevarication,  falsehood,  misrepre- 
sentation, and  forgery ;  when  all  these  follow  in  one  train ;  when 
these  vices,  which  gender  and  spawn  in  dirt,  and  are  nursed  in 
dunghills,  come  and  pollute  with  their  slime  that  throne,  which 
ought  to  he  a  seat  of  dignity  and  purity,  the  evil  is  much  greater ; 
it  may  operate  daily  and  hourly ;  it  is  not  only  imitable  but  im- 
provable, and  it  will  be  imitated,  and  will  be  improved,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  through  all  the  gradations  of  a  corrupt 
government.  They  are  reptile  vices.  There  are  situations  in 
which  the  acts  of  the  individual  are  of  some  moment,  the  example 
comparatively  of  little  importance.  In  the  other,  the  mischief  of 
the  example  is  infinite. 

My  lords,  when  once  a  governor-general  receives  bribes,  he  gives 
a  signal  to  universal  pillage  to  all  the  inferior  parts  of  the  service. 
— The  bridles  upon  hard-mouthed  passion  are  removed,  they  are 
taken  away,  they  are  broken  ;  fear  and  shame,  the  great  guards  to 
virtue  next  to  conscience,  are  gone; — shame  !  how  can  it  exist? — 
it  will  soon  blush  away  its  awkward  sensibility ;  shame,  my  lords, 
cannot  exist  long  when  it  is  seen  that  crimes,  which  naturally 
bring  disgrace,  are  attended  with  all  the  outward  symbols,  cha- 
racteristics, and  rewards  of  honour  and  of  virtue  ;  when  it  is  seen, 
that  high  station,  great  rank,  general  applause,  vast  wealth,  foUow 
the  commission  of  peculation  and  bribery  ;  is  it  to  be  believed  that 
men  can  long  be  ashamed  of  that  which  they  see  to  be  the  road 
to  honour  ?  As  to  fear,  let  a  governor-general  once  take  bribes, 
there  is  an  end  of  all  fear  in  the  service.  What  have  they  to  fear? 
Is  it  the  man  whose  example  they  follow,  that  is  to  bring  them 
before  a  tribunal  for  their  punishment  ? — Can  he  open  any  inquiry  ? 
he  cannot ;  he  that  opens  a  channel  of  inquiry  under  these  circum- 
stances, opens  a  high  road  to  his  own  detection.  Can  he  make 
any  laws  to  prevent  it  ?  none  ;  for  he  can  make  no  laves  to  restrain 
that  practice  without  the  breach  of  his  own  laws  immediately  in 
his  own  conduct.  If  we  once  can  admit,  for  a  single  instant,  in  a 
governor-general,  a  principle,  however  defended,  upon  any  pretence 
whatever,  to  receive  bribes  in  consequence  of  his  office,  there  is  an 
end  of  all  virtue,  an  end  of  the  laws,  and  no  hope  left  in  the 
supreme  justice  of  the  country.  We  are  sensible  of  all  these  diffi- 
culties ;  we  have  felt  them,  and  perhaps  it  has  required  no  small 
degree  of  exertion  for  us  to  get  the  better  of  these  difficulties, 
which  are  thrown  in  our  way  by  a  governor-general  accepting 
bribes,  and  thereby  screening  and  protecting  the  whole  service  in 
such  iniquitous  proceedings. 

With  regard  to  this  matter,  we  are  to  state  to  your  lordships, 
in  order  to  bring  it  fully  and  distinctly  before  you,  what  the  natiu-e 
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of  this  distemper  of  bribery  is  in  the  Indian  government.  We  are 
to  state  what  the  laws  and  rules  are  which  have  been  opposed  to 
prevent  it,  and  the  utter  insufficiency  of  all  that  have  been  pro- 
posed :  to  state  the  grievance,  the  instructions  of  the  company  and 
government,  the  acts  of  parliament,  the  constructions  upon  the 
acts  of  parliament.  We  are  to  state  to  your  lordships  the  par- 
ticular situation  of  Mr.  Hastings.  We  are  to  state  the  trust  the 
company  had  in  him  for  the  prevention  of  all  those  evils  ;  and  then 
we  are  to  prove  that  every  evil,  that  all  those  grievances  which  the 
law  intended  to  prevent,  which  there  were  covenants  to  restrain, 
and  with  respect  to  which  there  were  encouragements  to  smooth 
and  make  easy  the  path  of  duty,  Mr.  Hastings  was  invested  with 
a  special,  direct,  and  immediate  trust  to  prevent.  We  are  to 
prove  to  your  lordships  that  he  is  the  man,  who,  in  his  own  person 
collectively,  has  done  more  mischief  than  all  those  persons,  whose 
evil  practices  have  produced  all  those  laws,  those  regulations,  and 
even  his  own  appointment. 

The  first  thing  that  we  shall  do  is  to  state,  and  which  we  shall 
prove  in  evidence,  that  this  vice  of  bribery  was  the  ancient,  radical, 
endemical,  and  ruinous  distemper  of  the  company's  affairs  in  India, 
from  the  time  of  their  first  establishment  there.  Very  often  there 
are  no  words,  nor  any  description,  which  can  adequately  convey  the 
state  of  a  thing  like  the  direct  evidence  of  the  thing  itself,  because 
the  former  might  be  suspected  of  exaggeration.  You  might  think 
that,  which  was  really  fact,  to  be  nothing  but  the  colouring  of  the 
person  that  explained  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  think  that  it  will  be 
much  better  to  give  to  your  lordships  here  a  direct  state  of  the 
presidency  at  the  time  when  the  company  enacted  those  covenants, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  entered  into,  and  when  they  took  those  mea- 
sures to  prevent  the  very  evils  from  persons  placed  in  those  very 
stations,  and  in  those  very  circumstances  in  which  we  charge 
Mr.  Hastings  with  having  committed  the  offences  we  now  bring 
before  you. 

I  wish  your  lordships  to  know  that  we  are  going  to  read  a 
consultation  of  Lord  Olive's,  who  was  sent  out  for  the  express 
purpose  of  reforming  the  state  of  the  company,  in  order  to  show 
the  magnitude  of  the  pecuniary  corruptions  that  prevailed  in  it. 

"  It  is  from  a  due  sense  of  the  regard  we  owe  and  profess  to 
your  interests,  and  to  our  own  honour,  that  we  think  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  lay  open  to  your  view  a  series  of  trans- 
actions too  notoriously  known  to  be  suppressed,  and  too  affecting 
to  your  interest,  to  the  national  character,  and  to  the  existence  of 
the  company  in  Bengal,  to  escape  unnoticed  and  uncensured : — ■ 
transactions,  which  seem  to  demonstrate  that  every  spring  of  this 
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government  was  smeared  with  corruption,  that  principles  of  rapa- 
city and  oppression  universally  prevailed,  and  that  every  spark  of 
sentiment  and  public  spirit  was  lost  and  extinguished  in  the  un- 
bounded lust  of  unmerited  wealth. 

"  To  illustrate  these  positions  we  must  exhibit  to  your  view  a 
most  unpleasing  variety  of  complaints,  inquiries,  accusations,  and 
vindications,  the  particulars  of  which  are  entered  in  our  proceed- 
ings, and  the  Appendix ;  assuring  you  that  we  undertake  this 
task  with  peculiar  reluctance,  from  the  personal  regard  we  enter- 
tain for  some  of  the  gentlemen,  whose  characters  will  appear  to  be 
deeply  affected. 

"  At  Fort  St.  George  we  received  the  first  advices  of  the  demise 
of  Meer  .Jaffier,  and  of  Sujah  Dowlah's  defeat.  It  was  there  firmly 
imagined  that  no  definite  measures  would  be  taken,  either  in  respect 
to  a  peace,  or  filling  the  vacancy  in  the  nizamut,  before  our 
arrival ;  as  the  '  Lapvdng '  arrived  in  the  month  of  January  with 
your  general  letter,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  with 
express  powers  to  that  purpose;  for  the  successful  exertion  of 
which  the  happiest  occasion  now  offered.  However,  a  contrary 
resolution  prevailed  in  the  council.  The  opportunity  of  acquiring 
immense  fortunes  was  too  inviting  to  be  neglected,  and  the  tempta- 
tion too  powerful  to  be  resisted.  A  treaty  was  hastily  drawn  up 
by  the  board,  or  rather  transcribed,  with  few  unimportant  addi- 
tions, from  that  concluded  with  Meer  Jaffier ;  and  a  deputation, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Johnstone,  senior,  Middleton,  and  Leycester, 
appointed  to  raise  the  natural  son  of  the  deceased  nabob  to  the 
subahdarry,  in  prejudice  of  the  claim  of  the  grandson ;  and  for 
this  measure  such  reasons  are  assigned  as  ought  to  have  dictated 
a  diametrically  opposite  resolution.  Miran''s  son  was  a  minor, 
which  circumstance  alone  would  have  naturally  brought  the  whole 
administration  into  our  hands,  at  a  juncture  when  it  became  in- 
dispensably necessary  we  should  realize  that  shadow  of  power  and 
influence,  which,  having.no  solid  foundation,  was  exposed  to  the 
danger  of  being  annihilated  by  the  first  stroke  of  adverse  fortune. 
But  this  inconsistence  was  not  regarded ;  nor  was  it  material  to 
the  views  for  precipitating  the  treaty,  which  was  pressed  on  the 
young  nabob  at  the  first  interview,  in  so  earnest  and  indelicate  a 
manner,  as  highly  disgusted  him,  and  chagrined  his  ministers; 
while  not  a  single  rupee  was  stipulated  for  the  company,  whose 
interests  were  sacrificed,  that  their  servants  might  revel  in  the 
spoils  of  a  treasury  before  impoverished,  but  now  totally  ex- 
hausted. 

"  ThLs  scene  of  corruption  was  first  disclosed,  at  a  visit  the  nabob 
was  paid,  to  Lord  Chve  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  a  few 
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days  after  our  arrival.  He  there  delivered  to  his  lordship  a  letter 
filled  with  bitter  complaints  of  the  insults  and  indignities  he  had  been 
exposed  to,  and  the  embezzlement  of  near  twenty  lacs  of  rupees, 
issued  from  his  treasury  for  purposes  unknown  during  the  late 
negotiations.  So  public  a  complaint  could  not  be  disregarded,  and 
it  soon  produced  an  inquiry.  We  referred  the  letter  to  the  board, 
in  expectation  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  applica- 
tion of  this  money,  and  were  answered  only  by  a  warm  remonstrance 
entered  by  Mr.  Leycester  against  that  very  nabob,  in  whose  eleva- 
tion he  boasts  of  having  been  a  principal  agent. 

"  Mahomed  Eeza  Cawn,  the  naib  subah,  was  then  called  upon  to 
account  for  this  large  disbursement  from  the  treasury ;  and  he  soon 
delivered  to  the  committee  the  very  extraordinary  narrative  entered 
in  our  proceedings  the  6th  of  June,  wherein  he  specifies  the  several 
names  and  sums,  by  whom  paid,  and  to  whom,  whether  in  cash, 
bills,  or  obligations.  So  precise,  so  accurate  an  account  as  this  of 
money  for  secret  and  venal  services  was  never,  we  believe,  before 
this  period  exhibited  to  the  honourable  court  of  directors,  at  least 
never  vouched  by  such  undeniable  testimony  and  authentic  docu- 
ments :  by  Juggut  Seet,  who  himself  was  obliged  to  contribute 
largely  to  the  sums  demanded ;  by  Moolyram.  who  was  employed 
by  Mr.  Johnstone  in  all  those  pecuniary  transactions ;  by  the  nabob 
and  Mahomed  Reza  Oawn,  who  were  the  heaviest  sufferers ;  and, 
lastly,  by  the  confession  of  the  gentlemen  themselves,  whose  names 
are  specified  in  the  distribution  list. 

"  Juggut  Seet  expressly  declared  in  his  narrative,  that  the  sum 
which  he  agreed  to  pay  the  deputation,  amounting  to  125,000 
rupees,  was  extorted  by  menaces ;  and  since  the  close  of  our  inquiry, 
and  the  opinions  we  delivered  in  the  proceedings  of  the  21st  June, 
it  fully  appears,  that  the  presents  from  the  nabob  and  Mahomed 
Reza  Oawn,  exceeding  the  immense  sum  of  seventeen  lacs,  were  not 
the  voluntary  offerings  of  gratitude,  but  contributions  levied  on  the 
weakness  of  the  government,  and  violently  exacted  from  the  de- 
pendent state  and  timid  disposition  of  the  minister.  The  charge 
indeed  is  denied  on  the  one  hand,  as  well  as  affirmed  on  the  other. 
Your  honourable  board  must  therefore  determine,  how  far  the  cir- 
cumstance of  extortion  may  aggravate  the  crime  of  disobedience  to 
your  positive  orders ;  the  exposing  the  government  in  a  manner  to 
sale,  and  receiving  the  infamous  wages  of  corruption  from  opposite 
parties  and  contending  interests.  We  speak  with  boldness,  because 
we  speak  from  conviction,  founded  upon  indubitable  facts,  that 
besides  the  above  sums  specified  in  the  distribution  account  to  the 
amount  of  228,125  pounds  sterling,  there  was  likewise  to  the  value 
of  several  lacs  of  rupees  procured  from  Nundcomar  and  RoyduUub, 


486  IMPEACHMENT   OF    WARREN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

each  of  whom  aspired  at  and  obtained  a  promise  of  that  very  em- 
ployment it  was  predetermined  to  bestow  on  Mahomed  Eeza  Cawn. 

(Signed  at  the  end)  "  OHve. — W"-  B.  Sumner. — John  Carnac. — 
H.  Verelst.— Fra»-  Sykes." 

This  paper  cannot  be  denied  to  be  a  paper  of  weight  and  authen- 
ticity, because  it  is  signed  by  a  gentleman  now  in  this  house,  who 
sits  on  one  side  of  the  gentleman  at  your  bar,  as  his  bail. — This 
grievance,  therefore, — so  authenticated,  so  great,  and  described  in 
so  many  circumstances,  I  think  it  might  be  sufficient  for  me,  in  this 
part  of  the  business,  to  show,  was,  when  ilr.  Hastings  was  sent  to 
India,  a  prevalent  evil. 

But,  my  lords,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  show  to  you  some- 
thino-  more,  because  prima  fronte,  this  is  some  exculpation  of  Mr. 
Hastings :  for,  if  he  was  only  a  partaker  in  a  general  misconduct, 
it  was  rather  vitium  loci  et  vitium  temporis,  than  vitium  hominis. 
This  might  be  said  in  his  exculpation.  But  I  am  next  to  .show 
your  lordships  the  means  which  the  company  took  for  removing  this 
grievance;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings's  peculiar  trust — the  great 
specific  ground  of  his  appointment,  was  a  confidence  that  he  would 
eradicate  this  very  evil,  of  which  we  are  going  to  prove  that  he  has 
been  one  of  the  principal  promoters.  I  wish  your  lordships  to 
advert  to  one  particular  circumstance,  namely,  that  the  two  persons, 
who  were  bidders  at  this  time,  and  at  this  auction  of  government, 
for  the  favour  and  countenance  of  the  presidency  at  Calcutta,  were 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  and  rajah  Nundcomar.  I  wish  your  lordships 
to  recollect  this,  by-and-bye,  when  we  shall  bring  before  you  the 
•same  two  persons,  who  in  the  same  sort  of  transaction,  and  in 
circumstances  exactly  similar,  or  very  nearly  so,  were  candidates 
for  the  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

^ly  lords,  our  next  step  wiU  be  to  show  you,  that  the  company, 
in  1768,  had  made  a  covenant,  expressly  forbidding  the  taking  of 
presents  of  above  400^.  value  in  each  present,  by  the  governor- 
general.  I  take  it  for  granted,  this  will  not  be  much  litigated ; 
they  renewed  and  enforced  that  with  other  covenants,  and  other 
instructions ;  and  at  last  came  an  act  of  parliament,  in  the  clearest, 
the  most  definite,  the  most  specific  words,  that  all  the  wisdom  of 
the  legislature,  intent  upon  the  eradication  of  this  evil,  could  use, 
to  prevent  the  receiving  of  presents. 

My  lords,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  state,  that  there  has  been  some 
little  difficulty  concerning  this  word  presents.  Bribery  and  extor- 
tion have  been  covered  by  the  name  of  presents,  and  the  authority  and 
practice  of  the  East  has  been  adduced  as  a  palliation  of  the  crime. 
My  lords,  no  authority  of  the  East  will  be  a  palliation  of  the  breach 
of  laws  enacted  in  the  West :  and  to  those  laws  of  the  West,  and  not 
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the  vicious  customs  of  the  East,  we  insist  upon  making  Mr.  Hastings 
liable.  But  do  not  your  lordships  see,  that  this  is  an  entire  mistake, 
that  there  never  was  any  custom  of  the  East  for  it  ?  I  do  not  mean 
vicious  practices  and  customs,  which  it  is  the  business  of  good  laws 
and  good  customs  to  eradicate.  There  are  three  species  of  presents 
known  in  the  East :  two  of  them,  payments  of  money,  known  to  be 
legal ;  and  the  other  perfectly  illegal,  and  which  has  a  name  exactly 
expressing  it  in  the  manner  our  language  does.  It  is  necessary 
that  your  lordships  should  see  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  use  of 
a  perversion  of  the  names  of  authorized  gifts,  to  cover  the  most 
abominable  and  prostituted  bribery.  The  first  of  these  presents  is 
known  in  the  country  by  the  name  of  peshcush :  this  peshcush  is  a 
fine  paid,  upon  the  grant  of  lands,  to  the  sovereign,  or  whoever 
grants  them.  The  second  is  the  nuzzer,  or  nuzzeranah,  which  is  a 
tribute  of  acknowledgment  from  an  inferior  to  a  superior.  The  last 
is  called  reshwaat,  in  the  Persian  language,  that  is  to  say,  a  bribe, 
or  sum  of  money  clandestinely  and  corruptly  taken ;  and  is  as  much 
distinguished  from  the  others  as,  in  the  English  language,  a  fine  or 
acknowledgement  is  distinguished  from  a  bribe.  To  show  your 
lordships  this,  we  shall  give  in  evidence,  that  whenever  a  peshcush 
or  fine  is  paid,  it  is  a  sum  of  money  publicly  paid,  and  paid  in  pro- 
portion to  the  grant ;  and  that  the  sum  is  entered  upon  the  very 
grant  itself.  We  shall  prove  the  nuzzer  is  in  the  same  manner 
entered,  and  that  all  legal  fees  are  endorsed  upon  the  body  of  the 
grant,  for  which  they  are  taken :  and  that  they  are  no  more  in  the 
East,  than  in  the  West,  any  kind  of  colour  or  pretence  for  corrupt 
acts,  which  are  known  by  the  circumstance  of  their  being  clandes- 
tinely taken,  and  which  are  acknowledged  and  confessed  to  be 
illegal  and  corrupt.  Having  stated  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  some  of 
the  evidence  that  we  shall  produce,  endeavours  to  confound  these 
three  things,  I  am  only  to  remark,  that  the  nuzzer  is  generally  a 
very  small  sum  of  money,  that  it  sometimes  amounts  to  one  gold 
mohr,  that  sometimes  it  is  less,  and  that,  in  all  the  records  of  the 
company,  I  have  never  known  it  exceed  one  gold  mohr,  or  about 
thirty-five  shillings ;  passing  by  the  fifty  gold  mohrs,  which  were 
given  to  Mr.  Hastings  by  Cheit  Sing,  and  a  hundred  gold  mohrs, 
which  were  given  to  the  Mogul,  as  a  nuzzer,  by  Mahomet  Ali, 
nabob  of  Arcot. 

The  company  seeing  that  this  nuzzer,  though  small  in  each  sum, 
might  amount  at  last  to  a  large  tax  upon  the  country,  (and  it  did 
so  in  fact,)  thought  proper  to  prohibit  any  sum  of  money  to  be  taken 
upon  any  pretext  whatever;  and  the  company,  in  the  year  1775, 
did  expressly  explode  the  whole  doctrine  of  peshcush,  nuzzer,  and 
every  other  private  lucrative  emolument,  under  whatever  name,  to 
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be  taken  by  the  governor-general :  and  did  expressly  send  out  an 
order,  that  that  was  the  construction  of  the  act ;  and  that  he  was 
not  even  to  take  a  nuzzer.  Thus  we  shall  show,  that  that  act  had 
totally  cut  up  the  whole  system  of  bribery  and  corruption ;  and  that 
Mr.  Hastings  had  no  sort  of  colour  whatever  for  taking  the  money, 
which  we  shall  prove  he  has  taken. 

I  know  that  positive  prohibitions,  that  acts  of  parliament,  that 
covenants,  are  things  of  very  little  validity  indeed,  as  long  as  all  the 
means  of  corruption  are  left  in  power,  and  all  the  temptations  to 
corrupt  profit  are  left  in  poverty.  I  should  reaUy  think  that  the 
company  deserved  to  be  ill  served,  if  they  had  not  annexed  such 
appointments  to  great  trusts  as  might  secure  the  person.s  entrusted 
from  the  temptations  of  unlawful  emolument ;  and,  what  in  all  cases 
is  the  greatest  security,  given  a  lawful  gratification  to  the  natural 
passions  of  men.  Matrimony  is  to  be  used  as  a  true  remedy  against 
a  vicious  course  of  profligate  manners ;  fair  and  lawful  emoluments, 
and  the  just  profits  of  office,  are  opposed  to  the  unlawful  means 
which  might  be  made  use  of  to  supply  them ;  for,  in  truth,  I  am 
ready  to  agree,  that  for  any  man  to  expect  a  series  of  sacrifices 
without  a  return  in  blessings,  to  expect  labour  without  a  prospect 
of  reward,  and  fatigue  without  any  means  of  securing  rest,  is  an 
unreasonable  demand  in  any  human  creature  from  another.  Those 
who  trust  that  they  shall  find  in  men  uncommon  and  heroic  virtues, 
are  themselves  endeavouring  to  have  nothing  paid  them  but  the 
common  returns  of  the  worst  parts  of  human  infirmity. — And, 
therefore,  I  shall  show  your  lordships,  that  the  company  did  pro- 
vide large,  ample,  abundant  means  for  supporting  the  governor- 
general: — that  Lord  Clive,  in  the  year  1765,  and  the  council  with 
him,  of  which  Mr.  Sumner,  I  am  glad  and  proud  to  say,  was  one, 
did  fix  such  an  allowance  as  they  thought  a  sufficient  security  to 
the  governor-general  against  the  temptations  attendant  upon  his 
situation ;  and,  therefore,  after  they  had  fixed  this  sum,  they  say, 
— "  that  although  by  this  means  the  governor  wiU  not  be  able  to 
amass  a  million  or  half  a  million  in  the  space  of  two  or  three  years, 
yet  he  will  acquire  a  very  handsome  independency,  and  be  in  that 
very  situation,  which  a  man  of  honour  and  true  zeal  for  the  service 
would  wish  to  possess.  Thus  situated,  he  may  defy  aU  opposition 
in  council ;  he  will  have  nothing  to  ask ;  nothing  to  propose  but 
what  he  wishes  for  the  advantage  of  his  employers :  he  may  defy 
the  law,  because  there  can  be  no  foundation  for  a  bill  of  discovery ; 
and  he  may  defy  the  obloquy  of  the  world,  because  there  can  be 
nothing  censurable  in  his  conduct.  In  short,  if  stability  can  be 
insured  to  such  a  government  as  this,  where  riches  have  been 
acquired  in  abundance  in  a  small  space  of  time,  by  all  ways  and 
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means,  and  by  men  with  or  without  capacities,  it  must  be  effected 
by  a  governor  thus  restricted." — That  is,  a  governor  restricted  from 
every  emolument  but  that  of  his  salary.  I  must  remark,  that  this 
salary  and  these  emoluments  were  not  settled  upon  the  vague  spe- 
culations of  men  taking  the  measure  of  their  necessities  for  India 
from  the  manners  of  England  ;  but  it  was  fixed  by  the  council  them- 
selves ;  fixed  in  India ;  fixed  by  those  who  knew  and  were  in  the 
situation  of  the  governor-general,  and  who  knew  what  was  necessary 
to  support  his  dignity  and  to  preserve  him  from  the  temptation  of 
corruption :  and  they  have  laid  open  to  you  such  a  body  of  advan- 
tage arising  from  it,  as  would  lead  any  man,  who  had  a  regard  to 
his  honour  or  conscience,  to  think  himself  happy  in  having  such  a 
provision  made  for  him,  and,  at  the  same  time,  every  temptation  to 
act  corruptly  removed  far  from  him. 

The  emoluments  of  the  ofi&ce,  though  reduced  from  the  original 
plan  which  Lord  Olive  had  proposed,  may  be  computed  at  near 
30,000?.  a  year,  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  president ;  22,000?.  in 
certain  money,  and  the  rest  in  other  advantages.  Whatever  it 
was,  I  have  shown  that  it  was  thought  sufficient  by  those  who  were 
the  best  judges,  and  who,  in  carving  for  others,  were  carving  for 
themselves  their  own  allowance  at  the  time.  But,  my  lords,  I  am 
to  give  a  better  opinion  of  the  sufficiency  of  that  provision  to  guard 
against  the  temptation  out  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own  mouth.  He  says, 
in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  "  Although  I  disclaim  the 
consideration  of  my  own  interest  in  these  speculations "  *  * 
I  have  catched  the  desire  of  applause  in  public  life." 

Here  Mr.  Hastings  confesses  that  the  emoluments  affixed  to 
office  were  not  only  sufficient  for  the  purposes  and  ends  which  the 
nature  of  his  office  demanded,  and  the  support  of  present  dignity, 
but  that  they  were  sufficient  to  secure  him,  in  a  very  few  years,  a 
comfortable  retreat ;  but  his  object  in  wishing  to  hold  his  office  long 
was  to  catch  applause  in  public  life.  What  an  unfortunate  man  is 
he,  who  has  so  often  told  us,  in  so  many  places,  and  through  so 
many  mouths,  that,  after  fourteen  years'  possession  of  an  office, 
which  was  to  make  him  a  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few  years,  he  is 
at  length  bankrupt  in  fortune,  and  for  his  applause  in  public  hfe,  is 
now  at  your  lordships'  bar,  and  his  accuser  is  his  country  !  This, 
my  lords,  is  to  be  unfortunate ;  but  there  are  some  misfortunes 
that  never  do  or  ever  can  arrive  but  through  crimes.  He  was  a 
deserter  from  the  path  of  honour ;  at  the  turning  of  the  two  ways 
he  made  a  glorious  choice ;  he  caught  at  the  applause  of  ambition 
— which,  though  I  am  ready  to  consent  is  not  virtue,  yet  surely  a 
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generous  ambition  for  applause  for  public  services  in  life  is  one  of 
the  best  counterfeits  of  virtue,  and  supplies  its  place  in  some 
degree  ;  and  it  adds  a  lustre  to  real  virtue  where  it  exists  as  the 
substratum  of  it.  Human  nature,  while  it  is  made  as  it  is,  never 
can  wholly  repudiate  it  for  its  imperfection,  because  there  is  some- 
thing yet  more  perfect.  But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  deserter  of 
that  cause,  who,  having  glory  and  honour  before  him,  has  chosen  to 
plunge  himself  into  the  downward  road  to  sordid  riches  ? 

jNIy  lords,  I  have, shown  the  grievances  that  existed.  I  have 
shown  the  means  that  existed  to  put  Mr.  Hastings  beyond  a 
temptation  to  those  practices  of  which  we  accuse  him,  even  in  his 
own  opinion,  if  he  will  not  follow  his  example  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  disavow  this  letter,  as  he  has  done  his  defence  before 
them,  and  say  he  never  wrote  it.  That  situation,  which  was  to 
afford  him  a  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few  years,  he  has  held  for 
many  years ;  and  therefore  he  has  not  one  excuse  to  make  for  him- 
self;  but  I  shall  show  your  lordships  much  greater  and  stronger 
proofs,  that  will  lean  heavy  upon  him  in  the  day  of  your  sentence. 
The  first,  the  peculiar  trust  that  was  put  in  him,  was  to  redress  aU 
those  grievances. 

My  lords,  I  have  stated  to  you  the  condition  of  India  in  1765. 
You  may  suppose  that  the  means  that  were  taken — the  regulations 
that  were  made  by  the  company  at  that  period  of  time,  had 
operated  their  effect ;  and  that  by  the  beginning  of  the  year  1772, 
when  ^Ir.  Hastings  came  first  to  his  government,  these  evils  did 
not  then  require,  perhaps,  so  vigorous  an  example,  or  so  much  dili- 
gence in  putting  an  end  to  them :  but,  my  lords,  I  have  to  show 
you  a  very  melancholy  truth,  that,  notwithstanding  all  these  means, 
the  company  was  of  opinion  that  all  these  disorders  had  increased  ; 
and,  accordingly,  they  say,  "  Without  entering  into  all  the  grievous 
circumstances  of  this  letter,"  [which  was  wrote  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1773:] — "we  wish  we  could  refute  the  observation,  that 
almost  every  attempt  made  by  us  and  our  administration  at  your 
presidency  for  reforming  abuses  has  rather  increased  them,  and 
added  to  the  misery  of  a  country  we  are  so  anxious  to  protect  and 
cherish."  They  say,  that  "  when  oppression  pervades  the  whole 
countrj',  when  youths  have  been  suffered,  with  impunity,  to  exercLse 
sovereign  jurisdiction  over  the  natives,  and  to  acquire  rapid  fortunes 
by  monopolizing  of  commerce,  it  cannot  be  a  wonder  to  us  or  your- 
selves, that  Dadney  merchants  do  not  come  forward  to  contract 
with  the  company,  that  the  manufactures  find  their  way  through 
foreign  channels,  or  that  our  investments  are  at  once  enormously 
dear,  and  of  a  debased  quality.  It  is  e-sident,  then,  that  the  e^ils, 
which  have  been  so  destructive  to  us,  lie  too  deep  for  any  partial 
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plans  to  reach  or  correct ;  it  is  therefore  our  resolution  to  aim  at 
the  root  of  those  evils,  and  we  are  happy  in  having  reason  to 
believe,  that  in  every  just  and  necessary  regulation  we  shall  meet 
with  the  approbation  and  support  of  the  legislature,  who  consider 
the  public  as  materially  interested  in  the  company's  prosperity." 

This  is  to  show  your  lordships  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  armed 
with  great  powers  to  correct  great  abuses,  and  that  there  was 
reposed  in  him  a  special  trust  for  that  purpose.  And  now  I  shall 
show,  by  the  twenty-fifth  paragraph  of  the  same  letter,  that  they 
entrusted  Mr.  Hastings  with  this  very  great  power  from  some  par- 
ticular hope  they  had,  not  only  of  his  abstaining  himself,  which  is  a 
thing  taken  for  granted,  but  of  his  restraining  abuses  through  every 
part  of  the  service;  and,  therefore,  they  say,  "that  in  order  to 
effectuate  this  great  end,  the  first  step  must  be  to  restore  perfect 
obedience  and  due  subordination  to  your  administration.  Our 
governor  and  council  must  reassume  and  exercise  their  delegated 
powers  upon  every  just  occasion ;  punish  delinquents,  cherish  the 
meritorious,  discountenance  that  luxury  and  dissipation  which,  to 
the  reproach  of  government,  prevailed  in  Bengal.  Our  president, 
Mr.  Hastings,  we  trust,  will  set  the  example  of  temperance, 
economy,  and  application ;  and  upon  this,  we  are  sensible,  much 
will  depend.  And  here  we  take  occasion  to  indulge  the  pleasure  we 
have  in  acknowledging  Mr.  Hastings's  services  upon  the  coast  of 
Ooromandel,  in  constructing  with  equal  labour  and  ability  the  plan 
which  has  so  much  improved  our  investments  there  ;  and,  as  we  are 
persuaded  he  will  persevere  in  the  same  laudable  pursuit  through 
every  branch  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal,  he,  in  return,  may  depend  on 
the  steady  support  and  favour  of  his  employers."  Here  are  not 
only  laws  to  restrain  abuse  ;  here  are  not  only  salaries  to  prevent 
the  temptation  to  it ;  but  here  are  praises  to  animate  and  encourage 
him ;  here  is  what  very  few  men,  even  bad  in  other  respects,  have 
resisted ;  here  is  a  great  trust  put  in  him  to  call  upon  him  with 
particular  vigour  and  exertion  to  prevent  all  abuses  through  the 
settlement,  and  particularly  these  abuses  of  corruption.  Much  trust 
is  put  in  his  frugality,  his  order,  his  management  of  his  private 
affairs  ;  and  from  thence  they  hope  that  he  would  not  ruin  his 
own  fortune,  but  improve  it  by  honourable  means ;  and  teach  the 
company's  servants  the  same  order  and  management,  in  order  to 
free  them  from  temptation  to  rapacity  in  their  own  particular  situa- 
tions. There  have  been  known  to  be  men,  otherwise  corrupt  and 
vicious,  who,  when  great  trust  was  put  in  them,  have  called  forth 
principles  of  honour  latent  in  their  minds ;  and  men  who  were 
nursed,  in  a  manner,  in  corruption,  have  been  not  only  great 
reformers  by  institution,  but  greater  reformers  by  the  example  of 
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their  own  conduct.  Then  I  am  to  show,  that,  soon  after  his 
coming  to  that  government,  there  were  means  given  him  instantly 
of  realizing  those  hopes  and  expectations  by  putting  into  his  hands 
several  arduous  and  several  difficult  commissions. 

My  lords,  in  the  year  1772  the  company  had  received  alarming 
advices  of  many  disorders  throughout  the  country :  there  were 
likewise  at  the  same  time  circumstances  in  the  state  of  the  govern- 
ment, upon  which  they  thought  it  necessary  to  make  new  regular 
tions.  The  famine  which  prevailed  in,  and  devastated  Bengal,  and 
the  ill  use  that  was  made  of  that  calamity  to  aggravate  the  distress 
for  the  advantage  of  individuals,  produced  a  great  many  complaints ; 
some  true,  some  exaggerated  ;  but  universally  spread,  as  I  believe 
is  in  the  memory  of  those  who  are  not  very  young  among  us.  This 
obliged  the  company  to  a  very  serious  consideration  of  an  af&ir 
which  dishonoured  and  disgraced  their  government,  not  only  at 
home,  but  through  all  the  countries  in  Europe,  much  more  than 
perhaps  even  more  grievous  and  real  oppressions,  that  were 
exercised  under  them.  It  had  alarmed  their  feelings,  it  had  been 
marked,  and  had  called  the  attention  of  the  public  upon  them  in  an 
eminent  manner. 

Your  lordships  remember  the  death  of  Jaffier  Ally  Khan,  the 
first  of  those  soubahs  who  introduced  the  English  power  into 
Bengal.  He  died  about  four  or  five  years  before  this  period ;  he 
was  succeeded  by  two  of  his  sons,  who  succeeded  to  one  another  in 
a  very  rapid  succession.  The  first  was  the  person  of  whom  we  have 
read  an  account  to  you.  He  was  the  natural  son  of  the  nabob  by  a 
person  called  Munny  Begum,  who,  for  the  corrupt  gifts,  the  circum- 
stances of  which  we  have  recited,  had,  in  prejudice  of  the  lawful 
issue  of  the  nabob,  been  raised  to  the  musnud ;  but  as  bastard 
slips,  it  is  said  in  King  Richard  (an  abuse  of  a  Scripture  phrase), 
do  not  take  deep  root,  this  bastard  slip  Nudjheem  Dowla  shortly 
died,  and  the  legitimate  son  Syel  O'Dowlah  succeeded  him.  After 
him  another  legitimate  son  Mobarick  ul  Dowlah  succeeded  in  a 
minority.  When  I  say  succeeded,  I  wish  your  lordships  to  under- 
stand that  there  is  no  regular  succession  in  the  office  of  soubah  or 
viceroy  of  the  kingdom ;  but,  in  general,  succession  has  been  con- 
sidered, and  persons  have  been  put  in  that  place  upon  some  prin- 
ciples resembUng  a  regular  succession.  That  regular  succession  had 
been  broken  in  favour  of  a  natural  son,  and  the  mother  of  that 
natural  son  did  obtain  the  superiority  in  the  female  part  of  the 
family  for  a  time. 

In  consequence  of  these  two  circumstances,  namely,  the  famine, 
and  the  abuses  that  were  supposed  to  arise  from  it ;  and  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  minority  of  Mobarick  ul  Dowlah,  who  now 
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reigns  or  appears  to  reign,  in  consequence  of  these  two  circum- 
stances, the  company  gave  two  sets  of  orders. 

The  first  order  related  to  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  who  was  (as 
your  lordships  remember  I  took,  in  the  beginning  of  this  affair, 
means  of  explaining)  lord-deputy  of  the  province  under  the  native 
government,  the  English  holding  the  dewannee ;  and  deputy  dewan, 
or  high-steward,  under  the  name  of  the  English,  and  had  the 
command  of  the  whole  revenue ;  and  who  was  accused  before  the 
company  (the  channel  of  which  accusation  we  now  learn)  of  having 
aggravated  that  famine  by  a  monopoly  for  his  own  benefit.  The 
company,  upon  these  loose  and  general  charges,  ordered  that  he 
should  be  divested  of  his  office,  that  he  should  be  brought  down 
to  Calcutta,  and  there  be  obliged  to  render  an  account  of  his 
conduct. 

The  next  regulation  they  made  was  concerning  the  effective 
government  of  the  country,  which  was  become  vacant  by  the  removal 
of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan.  The  offices  which  he  held  were  in  effect 
these  : — he  was  guardian  to  the  nabob  by  the  appointment  of  the 
company ;  he  had  the  care  and  management  of  his  family ;  he  had 
the  care  of  the  public  justice  ;  and  he  represented  that  shadow  of 
government  to  foreign  nations  which  it  was  the  policy  of  the  com- 
pany, at  that  time,  to  keep  up.  This  was  the  person  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  was  ordered  to  remove  ;  in  consequence  of  which  removal 
all  these  offices  were  to  be  supplied,— of  guardian  of  the  nabob's 
person,  and  manager  of  his  family ;  of  chief  magistrate,  and  of 
representative  of  the  fallen  dignity  of  the  native  government  to  the 
foreign  nations  which  traded  to  Bengal. 

To  these  orders  was  added  an  instruction  of  a  very  remarkable 
nature,  which  was  a  third  trust  that  was  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  ; 
that  during  the  nabob's  minority  he  should  reduce  the  annual  allow- 
ance, which  was  thirty-two  lacs,  to  sixteen ;  and  that  to  prevent 
the  abuse  of  this  restricted  sum,  and  to  prevent  its  being  directed 
by  the  minister's  authority  to  other  purposes  than  that  for  which 
the  company  allowed  it  (that  is  to  say,  allowed  him  out  of  what 
was  his  own),  of  these  sixteen  lacs  an  account  was  to  be  regularly 
kept  as  a  check  upon  the  person  so  appointed,  which  account 
was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  Calcutta,  and  to  be  sent  to 
England. 

Now,  we  are  to  show  your  lordships  what  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct 
was  upon  all  these  occasions ;  and,  for  this,  we  mean  to  produce 
testimony  recorded  in  the  company's  books,  and  authentic  docu- 
ments taken  from  the  public  offices  of  that  country.  At  the  same 
time  I  do  admit  that  there  never  was  a  positive  testimony  that  did 
not  stand  something  in  need  of  the  support  of  presumption  ;  for  as 
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we  know  that  witnesses  may  be  perjured ;  and  as  we  know  that 
documents  can  be  forged,  we  have  recourse  to  a  known  principle  in 
the  laws  of  all  countries,  that  circumstances  cannot  lie  ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  the  testimony  that  is  given  was  ever  so  clear  and  positive, 
yet,  if  it  is  contrary  to  the  circumstances  of  the  country ;  if  it  is 
contrary  to  the  circumstances  of  the  facts  to  which  it  alludes ;  if 
the  deposition  is  totally  adverse  and  alien  to  the  characters  of  the 
persons ;  then  I  will  say  that  though^  the  testimonies  should  be 
many,  though  they  should  be  consistent,  and  though  they  should  be 
clear,  yet  they  will  stiU  leave  some  degree  of  hesitation  and  doubt 
upon  every  mind  timorous  in  the  execution  of  justice,  as  every  mind 
ought  to  be.  If,  for  instance,  ten  witnesses  were  to  swear  that  the 
chief  justice  of  England,  that  the  lord  high  chancellor,  or  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  was  seen,  in  the  robes  of  his  function,  at  noon 
day,  robbing  upon  the  highway,  it  is  not  the  clearness,  the  weight, 
the  authority  of  testimonies,  that  could  make  me  believe  it;  I 
should  attribute  it  to  any  cause,  either  corruption,  mistake,  error, 
or  madness,  rather  than  beheve  that  fact.  Why  ?  because  it  is 
totally  alien  to  the  character  of  the  persons,  the  situation,  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  all  the  rules  of  probability.  But  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  crime  charged  has  a  perfect  relation  with  the  person,  with 
his  known  conduct,  with  his  known  habits,  with  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  the  place  that  he  is  in,  and  with  the  very  corrupt 
inherent  nature  of  the  act  that  he  does,  then  much  less  proof  than 
we  are  able  to  produce  wiU  serve  ;  and  according  to  the  nature  and 
strength  of  the  presumptions  arising  from  the  inherent  nature  of  a 
vicious  principle,  and  vicious  motives  in  the  act,  will  be  strengthened 
the  weakest  evidence,  or,  if  it  comes  to  a  sufficient  height,  the  whole 
burden  of  proof  will  be  turned  upon  the  party  accused.  And  thus 
we  shall  think  ourselves  bound  to  show  your  lordships,  in  every  step 
of  this  proceeding,  that  there  is  an  inherent  presumption  of  corrup- 
tion in  every  act.  We  shall  show  the  presumptions  which  pre- 
ceded ;  we  shall  show  the  presumptions  which  accompanied  the 
proof;  and  these,  with  the  subsequent  presumptions,  wOl  make  it 
impossible  to  disbelieve  them.  Such  a  body  of  proof  was  never 
given  upon  any  such  occasion ;  and  it  is  such  proof  as  will  prevail 
against  the  whole  voice  of  corruption,  that  amazing,  active,  diligent, 
spreading  voice,  which  has  been  made,  by  buzzing  in  every  part  of 
this  country,  sometimes  to  sound  like  the  pubhc  voice  ;  it  will  put 
it  to  silence  by  showing  that  your  lordships  have  proceeded  upon 
the  strongest  evidence,  active  and  passive. 

First,  Mr.  Hastings  received  a  positive  order  to  seize  upon 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan.  That  order  he  executed  with  a  military 
promptitude  of  obedience  which  will  show  your  lordships  what  are 
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the  services  which  are  congenial  to  his  own  mind,  and  which  find  in 
him  always  a  ready  acquiescence  ;  a  faithful  agent,  and  a  spirited 
instrument  in  the  execution.  Tlie  very  day  after  he  received  the 
order,  he  sent  up,  privately,  without  communicating  with  the 
council,  from  whom  he  was  not  ordered  to  keep  this  proceeding  a 
secret ;  he  sent  up,  and  found  that  great  and  respectable  man,  and 
respectable  magistrate,  who  was  in  all  those  high  ofi&ces  which  I 
have  stated  ;  and  if  I  was  to  compare  them  to  circumstances  and 
situations  in  this  country,  I  should  say,  he  had  united  in  himself  the 
character  of  first  lord  of  the  treasury ;  the  character  of  chief 
justice ;  the  character  of  lord  high  chancellor,  and  the  character  of 
archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  a  man  of  great  gravity,  dignity,  and 
authority,  and  advanced  in  years  ;  had  once  100,000^.  a  year  for  the 
support  of  his  dignity  ;  and  had  at  that  time  50,000?.  This  man, 
sitting  in  his  garden,  reposing  himself  after  the  toils  of  his  situa- 
tion— for  he  was  one  of  the  most  laborious  men  in  the  world — was 
suddenly  arrested,  and  without  a  moment's  respite,  dragged  down 
to  Calcutta,  and  there  by  Mr.  Hastings  (exceeding  the  orders  of 
the  company)  confined  near  two  years  under  a  guard  of  soldiers. 
Mr.  Hastings  kept  this  great  man  for  several  months  without  even 
attempting  the  trial  upon  him.  How  he  tried  him  afterwards  your 
lordships  may  probably  in  the  course  of  this  business  inquire  :  and 
you  will  then  judge,  from  the  circumstances  of  that  trial,  that,  as 
he  was  not  tried  for  his  crime,  so  neither  was  he  acquitted  for  his 
innocence  ; — but,  at  present,  I  leave  him  in  that  situation.  Mr. 
Hastings,  unknown  to  the  council,  having  executed  the  orders  of 
the  company  in  the  last  degree  of  rigour  to  this  unhappy  man, 
keeps  him  in  that  situation,  without  a  trial,  under  a  guard,  separated 
from  his  country,  disgraced,  and  dishonoured,  and  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's express  order  not  suffered  either  to  make  a  visit  or  receive  a 
visitor. 

There  was  another  commission  for  Mr.  Hastings  contained  in 
these  orders.  The  company,  because  they  were  of  opinion  that 
justice  could  not  be  easily  obtained  while  the  first  situations  of  the 
country  were  filled  with  this  man's  adherents,  desired  Mr.  Hastings 
to  displace  them  ;  leaving  him  a  very  large  power,  and  confiding  in 
his  justice,  prudence,  and  impartiality,  not  to  abuse  a  trust  of  such 
delicacy.  But  we  shall  prove  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings 
thought  it  necessary  to  turn  out,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
several  hundreds  of  people  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  had 
been  put  in  their  employments  by  that  very  man  whom  the  English 
government  had  formerly  placed  there.  If  we  were  to  insist  that 
we  could  not  possibly  try  Mr.  Hastings,  or  come  at  his  wickedness, 
until  we  had  eradicated  his  influence  in  Bengal,  and  left  not  one 
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man  in  it,  who  was  during  his  government,  in  any  place  or  office 
whatever  ;  yet,  though  we  should  readily  admit  that  we  could  not 
do  the  whole  without  it,  at  the  same  time,  rather  than  make  a 
general  massacre  of  every  person  presumed  to  be  under  his  influ- 
ence, we  would  leave  some  of  his  crimes  unproved.  He  did  avow 
and  declare  that  unless  he  turned  all  these  persons  out  of  their 
offices,  he  could  never  hope  to  come  at  the  truth  of  any  charges 
against  Mahomet  Eeza  Khan ;  against  whom  no  specific  charge 
had  been  made.  Yet  upon  loose  and  general  charges  did  he  seize 
upon  this  man,  confine  him  in  this  manner,  and  every  person  who 
derived  any  place  or  authority  from  him,  high  or  low,  was  turned 
out.  Mr.  Hastings  had,  in  the  company's  orders,  something  to 
justify  him  in  rigour,  but  he  had  likewise  a  prudential  power  over 
that  rigour ;  and  he  not  only  treated  this  man  in  the  manner 
described,  but  every  human  creatvire  connected  with  him,  as  if  they 
had  been  all  guilty,  without  any  charge  whatever  against  them. 
These  are  his  reasons  for  taking  this  extraordinary  step. 

'■  I  pretend  not  to  enter  into  the  views  of  others.  My  own  were 
these.  Mahomet  Reza  Khan's  influence  still  prevailed  generally 
throughout  the  country.  In  the  nabob's  household,  and  at  the 
capital,  it  was  scarce  afiected  by  his  present  disgrace.  His  favour 
was  stiU  courted,  and  his  anger  dreaded.  Who,  under  such  dis- 
couragements, would  give  information  or  evidence  against  him? 
His  agents  and  creatures  filled  every  office  of  the  nizamut  and 
dewannee.  How  was  the  truth  of  his  conduct  to  be  investigated 
by  these  ?  It  would  be  superfluous  to  add  other  arguments  to  show 
the  necessity  of  prefacing  the  inquiry  by  breaking  his  influence, 
removing  his  dependents,  and  putting  the  direction  of  all  the  affairs 
which  had  been  committed  to  his  care  into  the  hands  of  the  most 
powerful  or  active  of  his  enemies." 

My  lords,  if  we  of  the  House  of  Commons,  were  to  desire  and  to 
compel  the  East  India  Company,  or  to  address  the  crown,  to  remove 
according  to  their  several  situations  and  several  capacities,  every 
creature  that  had  been  put  into  office  by  ^Ir.  Hastings,  because  we 
could  otherwise  make  no  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  should  we  not  be 
justified  by  his  own  example,  in  insisting  upon  the  removal  of  every 
creature  of  the  reigning  power  before  we  could  inquire  into  his  con- 
duct ?  We  have  not  done  that,  though  we  feel,  as  he  felt,  great  dis- 
advantages in  proceeding  in  the  inquiry,  while  every  situation  in 
Bengal  is  notoriously  held  by  his  creatures,  always  excepting  the  first 
of  all,  but  which  we  could  show  is  nothing  under  such  circumstances. 
Then  what  do  I  infer  from  this  ?  from  his  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  company  carried  so  much  beyond  necessity,  and  prosecuted 
with  so  much  rigour  ;  from  the  inquiry  being  suspended  for  so  long 
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a  time  ;  from  every  person  in  office  being  removed  from  his  situa- 
tion ;  from  all  these  precautions  being  used  as  prefatory  to  the 
inquiry,  when  he  himself  says,  that  after  he  had  used  all  these 
means,  he  found  not  the  least  benefit  and  advantage  from  them  ? 
The  use  I  mean  to  make  of  this  is,  to  let  your  lordships  see  the 
great  probability  and  presumption  that  Mr.  Hastings,  finding  him- 
self in  the  very  self-same  situation  that  had  occurred  the  year 
before,  when  Nundcomar  was  sold  to  Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  of 
selling  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  to  Nundcomar,  made  a  corrupt  use  of 
it,  and  that  as  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  was  not  treated  with  severity 
for  his  crimes,  so  neither  was  he  acquitted  for  his  innocence.  The 
company  had  given  Mr.  Hastings  severe  orders,  and  very  severely 
had  he  executed  them.  The  company  gave  him  no  orders  not  to 
institute  a  present  inquiry ;  but  he,  under  pretence  of  business, 
neglected  that  inquiry,  and  suffered  this  man  to  languish  in  prison 
to  the  utter  ruin  of  his  fortune. 

We  have  in  part  shown  your  lordships  what  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
manner  of  proceeding,  with  regard  to  a  public  delinquent,  is ;  but 
at  present  we  leave  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  where  he  was.  Do  your 
lordships  thinks  that  there  is  no  presumption  of  Mr.  Hastings 
having  a  corrupt  view  in  this  business,  and  of  his  having  put  this 
great  man,  who  was  supposed  to  be  of  immense  wealth,  under  con- 
tributions !  Mr.  Hastings  never  trusted  his  colleagues  in  this 
proceeding,  and  what  reason  does  he  give  ?  why,  he  supposed  that 
they  must  be  bribed  by  Mahomet  Reza  Khan ;  for,  says  he,  as  I 
did  not  know  their  characters  at  that  time,  I  did  not  know  whether 
Mahomet  Reza  Khan  had  not  secured  them  to  his  interest  by  the 
known  ways  in  which  great  men  in  the  East  secure  them  to  their 
interest.  He  never  trusted  his  colleagues  with  the  secret ;  and  the 
person  that  he  employed  to  prosecute  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  was  his 
bitter  enemy,  Nundcomar.  I  will  not  go  the  length  of  saying  that 
the  circumstance  of  enmity  disables  a  person  from  being  a  prose- 
cutor ;  under  some  circumstances  it  renders  a  man  incompetent  to 
be  a  witness  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  the  circumstance  of  having  no 
other  person  to  rely  upon  in  a  charge  against  any  man,  but  his 
enemy,  and  of  having  no  other  principle  to  go  upon  than  what  is 
supposed  to  be  derived  out  of  that  enmity,  must  form  some  con- 
siderable suspicion  against  the  proceeding :  but  in  this  he  was 
justified  by  the  company ;  for  Nundcomar,  the  great  rival  of 
Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  was  in  the  worst  situation  with  the  company 
as  to  his  credit.  This  Nundcomar's  politics  in  the  country  had 
been  by  j\Ir.  Hastings  himself,  and  by  several  persons  joined  with 
him,  cruelly  represented  to  the  company ;  and  accordingly  he  stood 
so  ill  with  them  by  reason  of  Mr.  Hastings's  representations,  and 
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those  of  his  predecessors,  that  the  company  ordered  and  directed, 
that  if  he  could  be  of  any  use  in  the  inquiry  into  Mahomet  Beza 
Khan's  conduct,  some  reward  should  be  given  him  suitable  to  his 
services  ;  but  they  caution  Mr.  Hastings  at  the  same  time  against 
giving  him  any  trust  which  he  might  employ  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  company.  Now,  Mr.  Hastings  began  before  he  could  experi- 
ence any  service  from  him,  by  giving  him  his  reward,  and  not  the 
base  reward  of  a  base  service,  money,  but  every  trust  and  power 
which  he  was  prohibited  from  giving  him.  Having  turned  out 
every  one  of  Mahomet  Beza  Khan's  dependents,  he  fiUed  every 
ofiBce,  as  he  avows,  with  the  creatures  of  jVundcomar.  Now  when 
he  uses  a  cruel  and  rigorous  obedience  in  the  case  of  Mahomet 
Reza  Khan,  when  he  breaks  through  the  principles  of  his  former 
conduct  with  regard  to  Nundcomar,  when  he  gives  him,  Nundcomar, 
trust,  whom  he  was  cautioned  not  to  trust,  and  when  he  gives  him 
that  reward  before  any  service  could  be  done  ;  I  say,  when  he  does 
this  in  violation  of  the  company's  orders  and  his  own  principles,  it 
is  the  strongest  evidence  that  he  now  found  them  in  the  situation  in 
which  they  were  in  1765,  when  bribes  were  notoriously  taken, 
and  that  each  party  was  mutually  sold  to  the  other,  and  faith  kept 
with  neither.  The  situation  in  which  ^Ir.  Hastings  thus  placed 
himself,  should  have  been  dreaded  by  him  of  all  things,  because  he 
knew  it  was  a  situation  in  which  the  most  outrageous  corruption 
had  taken  place  before. 

There  is  another  circumstance  which  serves  to  show  that  in  the 
persecution  of  these  great  men,  and  the  persons  employed  by  them, 
he  could  have  no  other  view  than  to  extort  money  from  them. 
There  was  a  person  of  the  name  of  Shitabroy,  who  had  a  great 
share  in  the  conduct  of  the  revenues  of  Bahar.  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
the  letter  to  the  company,  complaining  of  the  state  of  their  affairs, 
and  saying  that  there  were  great  and  suspicious  balances  in  the 
kingdom  of  Bahar,  does  not  even  name  the  name  of  Shitabroy. 
There  was  an  English  counsellor,  a  particular  friend  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's, there,  under  whose  control  Shitabroy  act^d.  Without  any 
charges,  without  any  orders  from  the  company,  ^Ir.  Hastings 
dragged  down  that  same  Shitabroy,  and  in  the  same  ignominious 
prison  he  kept  him  the  same  length  of  time,  that  is,  one  year  and 
three  months,  without  trial ;  and  when  the  trial  came  on,  there  was 
as  much  appearance  of  collusion  in  the  trial  as  there  was  of  rigour 
in  the  previous  process.  This  is  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 
executed  the  command  of  the  company  for  removing  Mahomet 
Beza  Khan. 

When  a  successor  to  Mahomet  Beza  Khan  was  to  be  appointed, 
your  lordships  naturally  expect  from  the  character  I  have  given  of 
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him,  and  from  the  nature  of  his  functions,  that  Mr.  Hastings  would 
be  particularly  precise,  would  use  the  utmost  possible  care  in 
nominating  a  person  to  succeed  him,  who  might  fulfil  the  ends  and 
objects  of  his  employment ;  and  be,  at  the  same  time,  beyond  all 
doubt  and  suspicion  of  corruption  in  any  way  whatever.  Let  us 
now  see  how  he  fills  up  that  office  thus  vacant.  When  the  company 
ordered  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  to  be  dispossessed  of  his  office,  they 
ordered  at  the  same  time  that  the  salary  of  his  successor  should 
be  reduced ;  that  30,000^.  was  a  sufficient  recompense  for  that 
office.  Your  lordships  will  see  by  the  allowance  for  the  office, 
even  reduced  as  it  was,  that  they  expected  some  man  of  great 
eminence,  of  great  consequence,  and  fit  for  those  great  and 
various  trusts.  They  cut  off  the  dewannee  from  it,  that  is,  the 
collection  of  the  revenues ;  and  having  lessened  his  labours,  they 
lessened  his  reward  :  they  ordered,  that  this  person,  who  was  to  be 
guardian  of  the  nabob  in  his  minority,  and  who  was  to  represent 
the  government,  should  have  but  30,000^.  The  order  they  give 
is  this  : 

"  And  that  as  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  can  no  longer  be  considered 
by  us  as  one  to  whom  such  a  power  can  safely  be  committed, 
we  trust  to  your  local  knowledge  the  selection  of  some  person 
well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and  of  whose  attach- 
ment to  the  company  you  shall  be  well  assured. — Such  person  you 
will  recommend  to  the  nabob,  to  succeed  Mahomet  Eeza,  as 
minister  of  the  government,  and  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority ; 
and  we  persuade  ourselves  that  the  nabob  will  pay  such  regard  to 
your  recommendation  as  to  invest  him  with  the  necessary  power 
and  authority. 

"  As  the  advantages  which  the  company  may  receive  from  the 
appointment  of  such  minister  will  depend  on  his  readiness  to  pro- 
mote our  views  and  advance  our  interest,  we  are  willing  to  allow 
him  so  liberal  a  gratification  as  may  excite  his  zeal,  and  ensure  his 
attachment  to  the  company ;  we  therefore  empower  you  to  grant 
to  the  person  whom  you  shall  think  worthy  of  this  trust,  an  annual 
allowance,  not  exceeding  three  lacs  of  rupees,  which  we  consider 
not  only  as  a  munificent  reward  for  any  services  he  shall  render 
the  company,  but  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  support  his  station 
with  suitable  rank  and  dignity.  And  here  we  must  add,  that  in 
the  choice  you  shall  make  of  a  person  to  be  the  active  minister  of 
the  nabob's  government,  we  hope  and  trust  that  you  will  show 
yourselves  worthy  of  the  confidence  we  have  placed  in  you  by 
being  actuated  therein  by  no  other  motives  than  those  of  the 
public  good,  and  the  safety  and  interest  of  the  company." 

My  lords,  here  they  have  given  a  reward,  and  they  have  described 
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a  person  fit  to  succeed  in  all  capacities  the  man  whom  they  had 
thought  fit  to  depose.  Now,  as  we  have  seen  how  Mr.  Hastings 
obeyed  the  company''8  orders  in  the  manner  of  removing  Mahomet 
Eeza  Khan  from  his  office ;  let  us  see  how  he  obeyed  their  orders 
for  filling  it  up.  Your  lordships  will  naturally  suppose  that  he 
made  aU  the  orders  of  JMahometan  and  Hindoo  princes  to  pass 
in  strict  review  before  him ;  that  he  had  considered  their  age, 
authority,  dignity,  the  goodness  of  their  manners ;  and  upon  the  col- 
lation of  aU  these  circum-stances  had  chosen  a  person  fit  to  be  a 
regent  to  guard  the  nabob's  minority  from  all  rapacity  whatever, 
and  fit  to  instruct  him  in  every  thing.  I  wiU  give  your  lordships 
Mr.  Hastings's  own  idea  of  the  person  necessary  to  fill  such 
offices. 

"That  his  rank  ought  to  be  such  as  at  least  ought  not  to 
wound  the  nabob's  honour,  or  lessen  his  credit  in  the  estimation 
of  the  people,  by  the  magisterial  command  which  the  new  guardian 
must  exercise  over  him  ;  with  abilities  and  vigour  of  mind  equal  to 
the  support  of  that  authority  ;  and  the  world  will  expect  that  the 
guardian  be  especially  quaUfied  by  his  own  acquired  endowments  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  that  relation  in  the  education  of  his  young 
pupil,  to  inspire  him  with  sentiments  suitable  to  his  birth,  and  to 
instruct  him  in  the  principles  of  his  religion." 

This,  upon  another  occasion,  is  Mr.  Hastings's  sense  of  the 
man  who  ought  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  of  trust,  in  which 
the  company  ordered  him  to  place  him.  Did  Mr.  Hastings  obey 
that  order  ?  Xo,  my  lords,  he  appointed  no  man  to  fill  that  office. 
What,  no  man  at  all '  No  ;  he  appointed  no  person  at  aU  in  the 
sense  which  is  mentioned  there,  which  constantly  describes  a 
person  at  least  of  the  male  sex :  he  appointed  a  woman  to  fill  that 
office ;  he  appointed  a  woman  in  a  country  where  no  woman  can 
be  seen,  where  no  woman  can  be  spoken  to  by  any  one  without  a 
curtain  between  them;  for  all  these  various  duties,  requiring  all 
these  qualifications  described  by  himself,  he  appointed  a  woman. 
Do  you  want  more  proof  than  this  violent  transgression  of  the 
company's  orders  upon  that  occasion,  that  some  corrupt  motive 
must  have  influenced  him  ? 

My  lords,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  state  the  situation  of  the 
family,  that  you  may  judge  from  thence  of  the  corrupt  motives 
of  Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings.  The  nabob  Jaffier  Ali  Khan  had, 
among  the  women  of  his  seragUo,  a  person  called  Munny  Beg^m ; 
she  was  a  dancing-girl  whom  he  had  seen  at  some  entertainment ; 
and  as  he  was  of  a  licentious  turn,  this  dancing-girl,  in  the  course  of 
her  profession  as  a  prostitute,  so  far  inveigled  the  nabob,  that 
having  a  child,  or  pretending  to  have  had  a  child  by  him,  he  brought 
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her  into  the  seraglio  ;  and  the  company's  servants  sold  to  that  son 
the  succession  of  that  father.  This  woman  had  been  sold  as 
a  slave ;  her  profession  a  dancer,  her  occupation  a  prostitute. 
And,  my  lords,  this  woman  having  put  her  natural  son,  as  we  state, 
and  shall  prove,  in  the  place  of  the  legitimate  offspring  of  the 
nabob  ;  having  got  him  placed  by  the  company's  servants  on  the 
musnud,  she  came  to  be  at  the  head  of  that  part  of  the  household 
which  relates  to  the  women ;  which  is  a  large  and  considerable 
trust  in  a  country  where  polygamy  is  admitted,  and  where  women 
of  great  rank  may  possibly  be  attended  by  two  thousand  of  the 
same  sex  in  inferior  situations.  As  soon  as  the  legitimate  son  of 
the  nabob  came  to  the  musnud,  there  was  no  ground  for  keeping 
this  woman  any  longer  in  that  situation  ;  and  upon  an  application 
of  the  company  to  Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  to  know  who  ought 
to  have  the  right  of  superiority,  he  answered,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done,  that  though  all  the  women  of  the  seraglio  ought  to  have 
honour,  yet  the  mother  of  the  nabob  ought  to  have  the  superiority 
of  it.  Therefore  this  woman  was  removed,  and  the  mother  of  the 
nabob  was  placed  in  her  situation.  In  that  situation  Mr.  Hastings 
found  the  seraglio.  If  his  duties  had  gone  no  further  than  the 
regulation  of  an  eastern  household,  he  ought  to  have  kept  the 
nabob's  mother  there  by  the  rules  of  that  country. 

What  did  he  do?  Not  satisfied  with  giving  to  this  prostitute 
every  favour  that  she  could  desire,  (and  money  must  be  the  natural 
object  of  such  a  person,)  Mr.  Hastings  deposes  the  nabob's  own 
mother,  turns  her  out  of  the  employment,  and  puts  at  the  head 
of  the  seraglio  this  prostitute,  who  at  the  best,  in  relation  to 
him,  could  only  be  a  step-mother.  If  you  heard  no  more,  do  your 
lordships  want  any  thing  further  to  convince  you  that  this  must  be 
a  violent,  atrocious,  and  corrupt  act?  suppose  it  had  gone  no 
further  than  the  seraglio.  But  when  I  call  this  woman  a  dancing- 
girl,  I  state  something  lower  than  Europeans  have  an  idea  of 
respecting  that  situation.  She  was  born  a  slave,  bred  a  dancing- 
girl.  Her  dancing  was  not  any  of  those  noble  and  majestic  move- 
ments, which  make  part  of  the  entertainment  of  the  most  wise, 
of  the  education  of  the  most  virtuous,  which  improve  the  manners 
without  corrupting  the  morals  of  all  civilized  people ;  and  of 
which,  among  uncivilized  people,  the  professors  have  their  due 
share  of  admiration ;  but  these  dancers  were  not  decent  to  be 
seen,  nor  fit  to  be  related.  I  shall  pass  them  by.  Your  lordships 
are  to  suppose  the  lowest  degree  of  infamy  in  occupation  and 
situation,  when  I  tell  you  that  Munny  Begum  was  a  slave,  and 
a  dancing-girl. 

The  history  of  the  Munny  Begum  is  this :  "  At  a  village  called 
Balcunda,  near  Sekindra,  there  lived  a  widow,  who  from  her  great 
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poverty  not  being  able  to  bring  up  her  daughter  Munny,  gave  her 
to  a  slave-girl  belonging  to  Suramin  Ally  Oawn,  whose  name  was 
Bissoo.  During  the  space  of  five  years  she  lived  at  Shahjehunabad, 
and  was  educated  by  Bissoo  after  the  manner  of  a  dancing-girl. 
Afterwards  the  nabob  Shamut  Jung,  upon  the  marriage  of  Ikram  ul 
Dovvlah,  brother  to  the  nabob  Surage  ul  Dowlah,  sent  for  Bissoo 
Bag's  set  of  dancing-girls  from  Shahjehanabad,  of  which  Munny 
Begum  was  one,  and  allowed  them  10,000  rupees  for  their  expenses, 
to  dance  at  the  wedding.  While  the  ceremony  was  celebrating, 
they  were  kept  by  the  nabob ;  but  some  months  afterwards  he 
dismissed  them,  and  they  took  up  their  residence  in  this  city.  Meer 
Mahomed  JaiSer  Cawn  then  took  them  into  keeping,  and  allowed 
Munny  and  her  set  500  rupees  per  month ;  till  at  length,  finding 
that  Munny  was  pregnant,  he  took  her  into  his  own  house.  She 
gave  birth  to  the  nabob  Nijum  ul  Dowlah,  and  in  this  manner  has 
she  remained  in  the  nabob's  family  ever  since." 

Now  it  required  a  very  pecuhar  mode  of  selection  to  take  such  a 
woman,  so  circumstanced,  (resembling  whom  there  was  not  just 
such  another,)  to  depose  the  nabob's  own  mother  from  the  superiority 
of  the  household,  and  to  substitute  this  woman.  It  would  have 
been  an  abominable  abuse,  and  would  have  implied  corruption  in 
the  grossest  degree,  if  Mr.  Hastings  had  stopped  there ;  he  not 
only  did  this,  but  he  put  Iter,  this  woman,  in  the  very  place  of 
Mahomet  Reza  Khan ;  he  made  her  guardian,  he  made  her  regent, 
he  made  her  viceroy,  he  made  her  the  representative  of  the  native 
government  of  the  country  in  the  eyes  of  strangers.  There  was 
not  a  trust,  not  a  dignity  in  the  country,  which  he  did  not  put, 
during  the  minority  of  this  unhappy  person,  her  step-son,  into  the 
hands  of  this  woman. 

Reject,  if  you  please,  the  strong  presumption  of  corruption  in 
disobeying  the  order  of  the  company  directing  him  to  select  a  man 
fit  to  supply  the  place  of  Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  to  exercise  all  the 
great  and  arduous  functions  of  government  and  of  justice,  as  well  as 
the  regulations  of  the  nabob's  household  ;  and  then  I  will  venture 
to  say,  that  neither  your  lordships,  nor  any  man  living,  when  he 
hears  of  this  appointment,  does  or  can  hesitate  a  moment  in  con- 
cluding that  it  is  the  result  of  corruption,  and  that  you  only  want 
to  be  informed  what  the  corruption  was.  Here  Ls  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  I  believe  never  was  before  heard  of — a  secluded  woman  in 
the  place  of  a  man  of  the  world :  a  fantastic  dancing-girl  in  the  place 
of  a  grave  magistrate :  a  slave  in  the  place  of  a  woman  of  quality : 
a  common  prostitute  made  to  superintend  the  education  of  a  young 
prince  :  and  a  step-mother,  a  name  of  horror  in  aU  countries,  made 
to  supersede  the  natural  mother,  from  whose  body  the  nabob  had 
sprung. 
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These  are  circumstances  that  leave  no  doubt  of  the  grossest  and 
most  flagrant  corruption;  but  was  there  no  application  made  to  Mr. 
Hastings  upon  that  occasion  ?  The  nabob's  uncle,  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  declares  to  be  a  man  of  no  dangerous  ambition,  no  alarm- 
ing parts,  no  one  quality  that  could  possibly  exclude  him  from  that 
situation,  makes  an  application  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  that  place,  and 
was  by  Mr.  Hastings  rejected.  The  reason  he  gives  for  his  rejec- 
tion is,  because  he  cannot  put  any  man  in  it  without  danger  to  the 
company,  who  had  ordered  him  to  put  a  man  into  it.  One  would 
imagine  the  trust  to  be  placed  in  him  was  such  as  enabled  him  to 
overturn  the  company  in  a  moment.  Now  the  situation  in  which 
the  nabob's  uncle,  Zeteram  O'Dowlah,  would  have  been  placed,  was 
this :  he  would  have  had  no  troops,  he  would  have  had  no  treasui-y, 
he  would  have  had  no  collections  of  revenue,  nothing,  in  short,  that 
could  have  made  him  dangerous,  but  he  would  have  been  an  absolute 
pensioner  and  dependent  upon  the  company,  though  in  high  office ; 
and  the  least  attempt  to  disturb  the  company,  instead  of  increasing, 
would  have  been  subversive  of  his  own  power.  If  Mr.  Hastings 
should  stiU  insist  that  there  might  be  danger  from  the  appointment 
of  a  man,  we  shall  prove  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  there  could  be 
no  danger  from  any  one ;  that  the  nabob  himself  was  a  mere  shadow 
— a  cipher,  and  was  kept  there  only  to  soften  the  English  govern- 
ment in  the  eyes  and  opinion  of  the  natives.  My  lords,  I  will  detail 
these  circumstances  no  further,  but  will  bring  some  collateral  proofs 
to  show  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  at  that  very  time  conscious  of  the 
wicked  and  corrupt  act  he  was  doing.  For,  besides  this  foolish 
principle  of  policy,  which  he  gives  as  a  reason  for  defying  the  orders 
of  the  company,  and  for  insulting  the  country,  that  had  never  before 
seen  a  woman  in  that  situation,  and  his  declaration  to  the  company, 
that  their  government  cannot  be  supported  by  private  justice,  (a 
favourite  maxim,  which  he  holds  upon  all  occasions,)  besides  these 
reasons  which  he  gave  for  his  politic  injustice,  he  gives  the  follow- 
ing :  the  company  had  ordered  that  30,000^.  should  be  given  to 
the  person  appointed.  He  knew  that  the  company  could  never 
dream  of  giving  this  woman  30,000?.  a  year,  and  he  makes  use  of 
that  circumstance  to  justify  him  in  putting  her  in  that  place  ;  for 
he  says,  the  company,  in  the  distressed  state  of  its  affairs,  could 
never  mean  to  give  30,000?.  a  year  for  the  office  which  they  order 
to  be  filled  ;  and  accordingly,  upon  principles  of  economy,  as  well  as 
upon  principles  of  prudence,  he  sees  there  could  be  no  occasion  for 
giving  this  salary,  and  that  it  will  be  saved  to  the  company.  But 
no  sooner  had  he  given  her  the  appointment,  than  that  appoint- 
ment became  a  ground  for  giving  her  that  money.  The  moment  he 
had  appointed  her,  he  overturns  the  very  principle  upon  which  he 
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had  appointed  her,  and  gives  the  30,000?.  to  her,  and  the  officers 
under  her,  saving  not  one  shilUng  to  the  company  by  this  infamous 
measure,  which  he  justified  only  upon  the  principle  of  economy. 
The  30,000?.  was  given,  the  principle  of  economy  vanished,  a  shock- 
ing arrangement  was  made,  and  Bengal  saw  a  dancing-girl  adminis- 
tering its  justice,  presiding  over  all  its  remaining  power,  wealth,  and 
influence,  exhibiting  to  the  natives  of  the  country  their  miserable 
state  of  degradation,  and  the  miserable  dishonour  of  the  English 
company  in  Mr.  Hastings's  abandonment  of  all  his  own  pretences. 

But  there  is  a  still  stronger  presumption :  the  company  ordered 
that  this  person,  who  was  to  have  the  management  of  the  nabob's 
revenue,  and  who  was  to  be  his  guardian,  should  keep  a  strict 
account,  which  account  should  be  annually  transmitted  to  the  pre- 
sidency, and  by  the  presidency  to  Europe ;  and  the  purpose  of  it 
was  to  keep  a  control  upon  the  reduced  expenses  of  the  sixteen  lac 
which  were  ordered  in  the  manner  I  mentioned.  Your  lordships 
will  naturally  imagine,  that  that  control  was  kept  safe  ;  no,  here  is 
the  order  of  the  directors,  and  you  will  see  how  Mr.  Hastings 
obeyed  it. 

"  As  the  disbursements  of  the  sums  allotted  to  the  nabob  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  household  and  family,  and  the  support  of  his 
dignity,  will  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  minister  who  shall  be 
selected  by  you,  conformable  to  our  preceding  orders,  we  expect 
that  you  will  require  such  minister  to  deliver  annually  to  your  board 
a  regular  and  exact  account  of  the  apphcation  of  the  several  sums 
paid  by  the  company  to  the  nabob.  This  you  will  strictly  examine; 
and  we  trust  that  you  will  not  sufier  any  part  of  the  nabob's  sti- 
pend to  be  appropriated  to  the  minister's  own  use,  or  wasted  among 
the  unnecessary  dependents  of  the  court ;  but  that  the  whole 
amount  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  assigned 
by  us." 

One  would  have  imagined  that  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  made 
so  suspicious  an  arrangement  (I  wiU  not  call  it  by  any  worse  name), 
he  would  have  removed  all  suspicion  with  regard  to  money ;  that 
he  would  have  obeyed  the  company  by  constituting  the  control, 
which  they  had  ordered  to  be  placed  over  a  man,  even  a  fit  man, 
and  a  man  worthy  of  the  trust  committed  to  him.  But  what  is  his 
answer,  when  three  years  after  he  is  desired  to  produce  this 
account]  his  answer  is — "  I  can  save  the  board  the  trouble  of  this 
reference  by  acquainting  them,  that  no  such  accounts  have  ever 
been  transmitted,  nor,  as  I  can  affirm  with  most  certain  knowledge, 
any  orders  given  for  that  purpose,  either  to  Groordass,  to  whose 
office  it  did  not  properly  belong,  nor  to  the  begum,  who  had  the 
actual  charge  and  responsibility  of  those  disbursements." 
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He  has  given  to  this  woman  the  charge  of  all  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  company.  The  officer  whom  you  would  imagine 
would  be  responsible,  was  not  responsible ;  but  to  this  prostitute 
and  dancing-girl  the  whole  of  the  revenue  was  given.  When  he 
was  ordered  to  transmit  that  account,  he  not  only  did  not  produce 
that  account,  but  had  given  no  order  that  it  should  be  kept ;  so 
that  no  doubt  can  be  left  upon  your  lordships''  minds,  that  the 
sixteen  lac,  which  were  reserved  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of 
the  government  of  that  country,  were  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  having  a  constant  bank,  from  which  he  should  draw 
every  corrupt  emolument  he  should  think  fit  for  himself  and  his 
associates.  Thus  your  lordships  see  that  he  appointed  an  improper 
person  to  the  trust  without  any  control ;  and  that  the  very  ac- 
counts which  were  to  be  the  guardians  of  his  purity,  and  which 
were  to  remove  suspicion  from  him,  he  never  so  much  as  directed 
or  ordered.  If  any  one  can  doubt  that  that  transaction  was  in 
itself  corrupt,  I  can  only  say,  that  his  mind  must  be  constituted 
in  a  manner  totally  different  from  that  which  prevails  in  any  of 
the  higher  or  lower  branches  of  judicature  in  any  country  in 
the  world.  The  suppression  of  an  account  is  a  proof  of  cor- 
ruption. 

When  Mr.  Hastings  committed  these  acts  of  violence  against 
Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  when  he  proceeded  to  make  arrangements 
in  the  company's  affairs  of  the  same  kind  with  those  in  which 
corruption  had  been  before  exercised,  he  was  bound  by  a  particular 
responsibility  that  there  should  be  nothing  mysterious  in  his  own 
conduct ;  and  that  at  least  all  the  accounts  should  be  well  kept. 
He  appointed  a  person  nominally  for  that  situation,  namely,  the 
rajah  Groordass.  Who  was  he  ?  A  person  acting,  he  says,  under 
the  influence  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  whom  he  had  declared  was  not 
fit  to  be  employed  or  trusted  ;  all  the  offices  were  filled  by  him. 
But  had  rajah  Goordass,  whose  character  is  that  of  an  excellent 
man,  against  whom  there  could  lie  no  reasonable  objection  on 
account  of  his  personal  character,  and  whose  want  of  talents  was 
to  be  supplied  by  those  of  Nundcomar — (and  of  Ms  parts  Mr. 
Hastings  spoke  as  highly  as  possible) — had  he,  I  say,  the  manage- 
ment ?  No ;  but  Munny  Begum.  Did  she  keep  any  accounts  1 
No  ;  Mr.  Hastings  was  ordered,  and  a  very  disagreeable  and  harsh 
order  it  was,  to  take  away  one-half  of  the  nabob's  allowance,  which 
he  had  by  treaty.  I  do  not  charge  !Mr.  Hastings  with  this  reduc- 
tion ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that.  Sixteen  lac  were  cut  off, 
and  sixteen  left ;  these  two  sums  had  been  distributed,  one  for  the 
support  of  the  seraglio,  and  the  dignity  of  the  state  ;  the  other  for 
the  court  establishment,  and  the  household.    The  sixteen  lac  which 
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was  left,  therefore,  required  to  be  well  economized,  and  well  ad- 
ministered. There  was  a  rigour  in  the  company's  order  relative  to 
it,  which  was  that  it  should  take  place  from  an  ante-dated  time, 
that  is,  a  whole  year  prior  to  their  communication  of  their  order  to 
the  nabob.  The  order  was,  that  the  nabob's  stipend  should  be 
reduced  to  sixteen  lac  a  year  from  the  month  of  January.  Mr. 
Hastings  makes  this  reflection  upon  it,  in  order  to  leave  no  doubt 
upon  your  mind  of  his  integrity  in  administering  that  great  trust : 
he  says : 

"  Your  order  for  the  reduction  of  the  nabob's  stipend  was  com- 
municated to  him  in  the  month  of  December,  1771.  He  remon- 
strated against  it,  and  desired  it  might  be  again  referred  to  the  com- 
pany. The  board  entirely  acquiesced  in  his  remonstrance,  and  the 
subsequent  payments  of  his  stipend  were  paid  as  before.  I  might 
easily  have  availed  myself  of  this  plea.  I  might  have  treated  it  as 
an  act  of  the  past  government,  with  which  I  had  no  cau.se  to  in- 
terfere, and  joined  in  asserting  the  impossibility  of  his  defraying 
the  vast  expense  of  his  court  and  household  without  it,  which  I 
could  have  proved  by  plausible  arguments,  drawn  from  the  actual 
amount  of  the  nizamut  and  Behla  establishments ;  and  both  the 
nabob  and  begum  would  have  liberally  purchased  my  forbearance. 
Instead  of  pursuing  this  plan,  I  carried  your  orders  rigidly  and 
literally  into  execution.  I  undertook  myself  the  laborious  and 
reproachful  task  of  limiting  his  charges,  from  an  excess  of  his  former 
stipend,  to  the  sum  of  his  reduced  allowance." 

He  says,  in  another  place, 

"  The  stoppage  of  the  king's  tribute  was  an  act  of  mine  \  *  * 
*     *     for  the  remainder." 

ISIy  lords,  I  believe  it  is  a  singular  thing,  and  what  your  lordships 
have  been  very  little  used  to,  to  see  a  man  in  the  situation  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  or  in  any  situation  like  it,  so  ready  in  knowing  aU  the 
resources  by  which  sinister  emolument  may  be  made,  and  con- 
cealed, and  which,  under  pretences  of  public  good,  may  be  trans- 
ferred into  the  pocket  of  him  who  uses  those  pretences.  He  is 
resolved,  if  he  is  innocent,  that  his  innocence  shall  not  proceed 
from  ignorance.  He  well  knows  the  ways  of  falsifying  the  com- 
pany's accounts  ;  he  well  knows  the  necessities  of  the  natives,  and 
he  knows  that,  by  paying  a  part  of  their  dues,  they  will  be  ready 
to  give  an  acquittance  of  the  whole.  These  are  parts  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's knowledge,  of  which  your  lordships  will  see  he  also  weD 
knows  how  to  avail  himself. 

But  you  would  expect,  when  he  reduced  the  allowance  to  sixteen 

'  Document  not  found. 
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lac,  and  took  credit  to  himself  as  if  he  had  done  the  thing  which 
he  professed,  and  had  argued  from  his  rigour  and  cruelty  his 
strict  and  literal  obedience  to  the  company,  that  he  had  in  reality 
done  it.  The  very  reverse ;  for  it  wiU  be  in  proof,  that  after  he 
had  pretended  to  reduce  the  company's  allovpance,  he  continued  it 
a  twelvemonth  from  the  day  in  which  he  said  he  had  entirely 
executed  it,  to  the  amount  of  90,000?.,  and  entered  a  false  account 
of  the  suppression  in  the  company's  accounts ;  and  when  he  has 
taken  a  credit,  as  under  pretence  of  reducing  that  allowance,  he 
paid  90,000i^.  more  than  he  ought.  Can  you  then  have  a  doubt, 
after  all  these  false  pretences,  after  all  this  fraud,  fabrication,  and 
suppression  which  he  made  use  of,  that  that  90,000?.  of  which  he 
kept  no  account,  and  transmitted  no  account,  was  money  given  to 
himself  for  his  own  private  use  and  advantage  ? 

This  is  all  that  I  think  necessary  to  state  to  your  lordships  upon 
this  monstrous  part  of  the  arrangement ;  and  therefore,  from  his 
rigorous  obedience  in  cases  of  cruelty,  and  where  control  was 
directed,  from  his  total  disobedience,  and  from  his  choice  of 
persons,  from  his  suppression  of  the  accounts  that  ought  to  have 
been  produced,  and  falsifying  the  accounts  that  were  kept,  there 
arises  a  strong  inference  of  corruption.  When  your  lordships  see 
all  this  in  proof,  your  lordships  will  justify  me  in  saying  that  there 
never  was  (taking  every  part  of  the  arrangement)  such  a  direct 
open  violation  of  any  trust.  I  shall  say  no  more  with  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum. 

My  lords,  here  ended  the  first  scene,  and  here  ends  that  body  of 
presumption  arising  from  the  transaction,  and  inherent  in  it.  My 
lords,  the  next  scene  that  I  am  to  bring  before  you  is  the  positive 
proof  of  corruption  in  this  transaction,  in  which  I  am  sure  you 
already  see  that  corruption  must  exist.  The  charge  was  brought 
by  a  person  in  the  highest  trust  and  confidence  with  Mr.  Hastings, 
a  person  employed  in  the  management  of  the  whole  transaction ;  a 
person  to  whom  the  management,  subordinate  to  Munny  Begum, 
of  all  the  pecuniary  transactions,  and  all  the  arrangements  made 
upon  that  occasion,  was  intrusted. 

On  the  11th  day  of  March,  1775,  Nundcomar  gives  to  Mr. 
Francis,  a  member  of  the  council,  a  charge  against  Mr.  Hastings, 
consisting  of  two  parts.  The  first  of  these  charges  was  a  vast 
number  of  corrupt  dealings,  with  respect  to  which  he  was  the 
informer,  not  the  witness,  but  to  which  he  indicated  the  modes  of 
inquiry ;  and  they  are  corrupt  dealings,  as  Mr.  Hastings  himself 
states  them,  amounting  to  millions  of  rupees ;  and  in  transactions 
every  one  of  which  implies  in  it  the  strongest  degree  of  corruption. 

The  next  part  was  of  those  to  which  he  was  not  only  an  informer 
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but  a  witness,  in  having  been  the  person  who  himself  transmitted 
the  money  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  agents  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and 
accordingly  upon  this  part,  which  is  the  only  part  we  charge,  his 
evidence  is  clear  and  full,  that  he  gave  the  money  to  Mr.  Hastings  ; 
he  and  the  begum  (for  I  put  them  together).  He  states,  that  Mr. 
Hastings  received  for  the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  to  the 
rajahship  two  lacs  of  rupees,  or  about  22,000?. ;  and  that  he  received 
in  another  gross  sum  one  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees,  in  all  making 
three  lac  and  a  half,  or  about  36,000?.  This  charge  was  signed  by 
the  man,  and  accompanied  with  the  account. 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  that  day,  made  no  reflection  or  observation 
whatever  upon  this  charge,  except  that  he  attempted  to  excite  some 
suspicion  that  Mr.  Francis,  who  had  produced  it,  was  concerned  in 
the  charge,  and  was  the  principal  mover  in  it.  He  asks  Mr.  Francis 
that  day  this  question : — 

"  The  governor-general  observes,  as  Mr.  Francis  has  been  pleased 
to  inform  the  board  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  contents  of 
the  letter  sent  in  to  the  board  by  Nundcomar,  that  he  thinks  him- 
self justified  in  carrying  his  curiosity  further  than  he  should  have 
permitted  himself  without  such  a  previous  intimation ;  and  therefore 
begs  leave  to  ask  Mr.  Francis,  whether  he  was,  before  this,  ac- 
quainted with  Nundcomar's  intention  of  bringing  such  charges 
against  him  before  the  board. 

"  Mr.  Francis. — As  a  member  of  this  council,  I  do  not  deem 
myself  obliged  to  answer  any  question  of  mere  curiosity.  I  am 
willing,  however,  to  inform  the  governor-general,  that  though  I  was 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  paper  I  have  now 
delivered  in  to  the  board  till  I  heard  it  read,  I  did  apprehend,  in 
general,  that  it  contained  some  charge  against  him.  It  was  this 
apprehension  that  made  me  so  particularly  cautious  in  the  manner 
of  receiving  the  rajah's  letter.  I  was  not  acquainted  with  rajah 
Nundcomar  s  intention  of  bringing  in  such  charges  as  are  mentioned 
in  the  letter. 

"  Warren  Hastings. — J.Clavering. — Greo.Monson. — P.Francis." 

Now  what  the  duty  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  council  was  upon 
receiving  such  information,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  lord- 
ships from  the  company's  orders ;  but,  before  I  read  them,  I  must 
observe  that,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  parliament  which  was  sup- 
posed to  be  made  upon  account  of  the  neglect  of  the  company,  as 
well  as  the  neglects  of  their  servants,  and  for  which  general  neglects 
responsibility  was  fixed  upon  the  company  for  the  future,  while  for 
the  present  their  authority  was  suspended,  and  a  parliamentary 
commission  sent  out  to  regulate  their  afiuirs,  the  company  did,  upon 
that  occasion,  send  out  a  general  code  and  body  of  instructions  to 
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be  observed  by  their  servants ;  in  the  35th  paragraph  of  which  it  is 
said, — 

"  We  direct  that  you  immediately  cause  the  strictest  inquiry  to 
be  made  into  all  oppressions,  which  may  have  been  committed  either 
against  the  natives  or  Europeans ;  and  into  all  abuses  that  may 
have  prevailed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of  the 
civil  government  of  the  presidency  ;  and  that  you  communicate  to 
us  all  information  which  you  may  be  able  to  learn  relative  thereto, 
or  to  any  dissipation  or  embezzlement  of  the  company's  money." 

Your  lordships  see  here  that  there  is  a  direct  duty  fixed  upon 
them  to  forward,  to  promote,  to  set  on  foot,  without  exception  of 
any  persons  whatever,  an  inquiry  into  all  manner  of  corruption, 
peculation,  and  oppression.  Therefore  this  charge  of  Nundcomar's 
was  a  case  exactly  within  the  company's  orders ;  such  a  charge  was 
not  sought  out,  but  was  actually  laid  before  them ;  but  if  it  had  not 
been  actually  laid  before  them ;  if  they  had  any  reason  to  suspect 
that  such  corruptions  existed,  they  were  bound  by  this  order  to 
make  an  active  inquiry  into  them.  Upon  that  day  (11th  March, 
1775)  nothing  further  passed;  and,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
that  charge,  as  far  as  we  can  find,  might  have  stood  upon  the 
records  for  ever,  without  his  making  the  smallest  observation  upon 
it,  or  taking  any  one  step  to  clear  his  own  character.  But  Nund- 
comar  was  not  so  inattentive  to  his  duties  as  an  accuser,  as  Mr. 
Hastings  was  to  his  duties  as  an  inquirer ;  for  without  a  moment's 
delay,  upon  the  first  board  day,  two  days  after,  Nundcomar  came 
and  delivered  the  following  letter : — 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  in  a  letter  of  the  lltli 
instant,  an  abstracted  but  true  account  of  the  honourable  governor 
in  the  course  of  his  administration.  What  is  there  written  I  mean 
not  the  least  to  alter ;  far  from  it.  I  have  the  strongest  written 
vouchers  to  produce  in  support  of  what  I  have  advanced ;  and  I 
wish  and  entreat,  for  my  honour's  sake,  that  you  will  suffer  me  to 
appear  before  you,  to  establish  the  fact  by  an  additional  incon- 
testable evidence." 

My  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say,  if  ever  there  was  an  accuser  that 
appeared  well  and  with  weight  before  any  court,  it  was  this  man. 
He  does  not  shrink  from  his  charge  ;  he  offered  to  meet  the  person 
he  charged  face  to  face,  and  to  make  good  his  charge  by  his  own 
evidence,  and  further  evidence  that  he  should  produce.  Your  lord- 
ships have  also  seen  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  first  day ; 
you  have  seen  his  acquiescence  under  it ;  you  have  seen  the  suspi- 
cion he  endeavoured  to  raise.  Now  before  I  proceed  to  what  Mr. 
Hastings  thought  of  it,  I  must  remark  upon  this  accusation,  that  it 
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is  a  specific  accusation,  coming  from  a  person  knowing  the  very 
transaction,  and  known  to  be  concerned  in  it ;  that  it  was  an  accu- 
sation in  writing,  that  it  was  an  accusation  with  a  signature,  that  it 
was  an  accusation  with  a  person  to  make  it  good,  that  it  was  made 
before  a  competent  authority,  and  made  before  an  authority  bound 
to  inquire  into  such  accusation.  When  he  comes  to  produce  his 
evidence,  he  tells  you  first,  the  sums  of  money  given,  the  species  in 
which  they  were  given,  the  very  bags  in  which  they  were  put,  the 
exchange  that  was  made  by  reducing  them  to  the  standard  money 
of  the  country ;  he  names  all  the  persons  through  whose  hands  the 
whole  transaction  went,  eight  in  number,  besides  himself,  Munny 
Begum  and  Goordass,  being  eleven,  aU  referred  to  in  this  transac- 
tion. I  do  beUeve,  that  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  there  never 
was  an  accusation  which  was  more  deserving  of  inquiry,  because 
there  never  was  an  accusation  which  put  a  false  accuser  in  a  worse 
situation,  and  that  put  an  honest  defendant  in  a  better ;  for  there 
was  every  means  of  collation — every  means  of  comparison — every 
means  of  cross-examining — every  means  of  control.  There  was 
every  way  of  sifting  evidence,  in  which  evidence  could  be  sifted. 
Eleven  witnesses  to  the  transaction  are  referred  to ;  all  the  particu- 
lars of  the  payment,  every  circumstance  that  could  give  the  person 
accused  the  advantage  of  showing  the  falsehood  of  the  accusation 
were  specified.  G-eneral  accusations  may  be  treated  as  calumnies, 
but  particular  accusations,  like  these,  afford  the  defendant,  if  inno- 
cent, every  possible  means  for  making  his  defence ;  therefore  the 
very  making  no  defence  at  all  would  prove,  beyond  all  doubt,  a  con- 
sciousness of  guilt. 

The  next  thing  for  your  lordships'  consideration  is  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Hastings  upon  this  occasion.  You  would  imagine  that  he 
would  have  treated  the  accusation  with  a  cold  and  manly  disdain ; 
that  he  would  have  challenged  and  defied  inquiry,  and  desired  to  see 
his  accuser  face  to  face.  This  is  what  any  man  would  do  in  such  a 
situation.  I  can  conceive  very  well  that  a  man  composed,  firm,  and 
collected  in  himself,  conscious  of  not  only  integrity,  but  known 
integrity ;  conscious  of  a  whole  life  beyond  the  reach  of  suspicion  : 
— that  a  man,  placed  in  such  a  situation,  might  oppose  general  cha- 
racter to  general  accusation,  and  stand  collected  in  hirnself,  poised 
on  his  own  base,  and  defying  all  the  calumnies  in  the  world.  But 
as  it  shows  a  great,  and  is  a  proof  of  a  virtuous  mind  to  despise 
calumny,  it  is  the  proof  of  a  guilty  mind  to  despise  a  specific  accu- 
sation, when  made  before  a  competent  authority,  and  with  competent 
means  to  prove  it.  As  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  was  what  no  man 
Uving  expected,  I  ^vill  venture  to  say  that  no  expression  can  do  it 
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justice  but  his  own.  Upon  reading  the  letter,  and  a  motion  being 
made  that  rajah  Nundcomar  be  brought  before  the  board  to  prove 
the  charge  against  the  governor-general ; 

The  governor-general  enters  the  following  minute : 
"  Before  the  question  is  put,  I  declare  that  I  will  not  suffer 
Nundcomar  to  appear  before  the  board  as  my  accuser.  I  know  what 
belongs  to  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  first  member  of  this 
administration.  I  will  not  sit  at  this  board  in  the  character  of  a 
criminal,  nor  do  I  acknowledge  the  members  of  this  board  to  be 
my  judges.  I  am  reduced  on  this  occasion  to  make  the  declaration 
that  I  look  upon  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr. 
Francis,  as  my  accusers.  I  cannot  prove  this  in  the  direct  letter  of 
the  law,  but  in  my  conscience  I  regard  them  as  such,  and  I  will  give 
my  reasons  for  it.  On  their  arrival  at  this  place,  and  on  the  first 
formation  of  the  council,  they  thought  proper  to  take  immediate  and 
decisive  measures,  in  contradiction,  and  for  the  repeal  of  those 
which  were  formed  by  me  in  conjunction  with  the  last  administra- 
tion. I  appealed  to  the  court  of  directors  from  their  acts.  Many 
subsequent  letters  have  been  transmitted  both  by  them  and  by  me 
to  the  court  of  directors.  By  me,  in  protestation  against  their 
conduct ;  by  them,  in  justification  of  it.  Quitting  this  ground,  they 
since  appear  to  me  to  have  chosen  other  modes  of  attack, 
apparently  calculated  to  divert  my  attention,  and  to  withdraw  that 
of  the  public  from  the  subject  of  our  first  differences,  which 
regarded  only  the  measures  that  were  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
service ;  to  attacks  directly  and  personally  levelled  at  me  for 
matters  which  tend  to  draw  a  personal  and  popular  odium  upon 
me  ;  and  fit  instruments  they  have  found  for  their  purpose,  Mr. 
Joseph  Fowke,  mahrajah  Nundcomar,  Roopnarain  Chowdry,  and 
the  ranny  of  Burdwan. 

"  It  appears  incontestably  upon  the  records  that  the  charges 
preferred  by  the  ranny  against  me,  proceeded  from  the  office  of  Mr. 
Fowke ;  all  the  papers,  transmitted  by  her,  came  in  their  original 
form  written  in  the  English  language,  some  with  Persian  papers,  of 
which  they  were  supposed  to  be  translations,  but  all  strongly  marked 
with  the  character  and  idiom  of  the  English  language.  I  applied  on 
Saturday  last  for  Persian  originals  of  some  of  the  papers  sent  by 
her,  and  I  was  refused  :  I  am  justified  in  declaring  my  firm  belief 
that  no  such  originals  exist. 

"  With  respect  to  Nundcomar's  accusations,  they  were  delivered 
by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Francis,  who  has  declared  that  he  was  called 
upon  by  rajah  Nundcomar,  as  a  duty  belonging  to  his  office  as  a 
councillor  of  this  state,  to  lay  the  packet  which  contained  them 
before  the  board.     That  he  conceived  that  he  could  not,  consistent 
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with  his  duty,  refuse  such  a  letter  at  the  instance  of  a  person  of  the 
rajah's  rank,  and  did  accordingly  receive  it,  and  laid  it  before  the 
board  ;  declaring  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  unacquainted  with 
the  contents  of  it.  I  believe  that  the  court  of  directors,  and  those 
to  whom  these  proceedings  shall  be  made  known,  will  think  dif- 
ferently of  this  action  of  ilr.  Francis  :  that  Nundcomar  was  guilty 
of  great  insolence  and  disrespect  in  the  demand  which  he  made  of 
Mr.  Francis  ;  and  that  it  was  not  a  duty  belonging  to  the  office  of 
a  councillor  of  this,3tate  to  make  himself  the  carrier  of  a  letter, 
which  would  have  been  much  more  properly  committed  to  the  hands 
of  a  peon  or  hicarra,  or  delivered  by  the  writer  of  it  to  the  secretary 
himself. 

"  Mr.  Francis  has  acknowledged  that  he  apprehended  in  general 
that  it  contained  some  charge  against  me.  If  the  charge  was  faLse 
it  was  a  libel ;  it  might  have  been  false  for  any  thing  that  Mr. 
Francis  could  know  to  the  contrary,  since  he  was  unacquainted 
with  the  contents  of  it.  In  this  instance,  therefore,  he  incurred 
the  hazard  of  presenting  a  Ubel  to  the  board ;  this  was  not  a  duty 
belonging  to  his  office  as  a  councillor  of  this  state.  I  must  further 
inform  the  board  that  I  have  been  long  since  acquainted  with 
Nundcomar's  intentions  of  making  this  attack  upon  me.  Happily, 
Nundcomar,  among  whose  talents  for  intrigue  that  of  secrecy  is  not 
the  first,  has  been  ever  too  ready  to  make  the  first  publication  of 
his  own  intentions.  I  was  shown  a  paper  containing  many  accusa- 
tions against  me,  which  I  was  told  was  carried  by  Nundcomar  to 
Colonel  Monson,  and  that  he  himself  was  employed  for  some  hours 
in  private  with  Colonel  Monson,  explaining  the  nature  of  those 
charges. 

"  I  mention  only  what  I  was  told  ;  but  as  the  rest  of  the  report 
which  was  made  to  me  corresponds  exactly  with  what  has  happened 
since,  I  hope  I  shall  stand  acquitted  to  my  superiors  and  to  the 
world,  in  having  given  so  much  credit  to  it,  as  to  bring  the  circum- 
stance upon  record.  I  cannot  recollect  the  precise  time  in  which 
this  is  said  to  have  happened,  but  I  believe  it  was  either  before  or 
at  the  time  of  the  dispatch  of  the  'Bute'  and  '  Pacific'  The  charge 
has  since  undergone  some  alteration ;  but  of  the  copy  of  the  paper 
which  was  delivered  to  me,  containing  the  original  charge,  I  caused 
a  translation  to  be  made  :  when,  suspecting  the  renewal  of  the 
subject  in  this  day's  consultation,  I  brought  it  with  me,  and  I 
desire  it  may  be  recorded,  that  when  our  superiors,  or  the  world,  if 
the  world  is  to  be  made  the  judge  of  my  conduct,  shall  be  possessed 
of  these  materials,  they  may,  by  comparing  the  supposed  original 
and  amended  list  of  accusations  preferred  against  me  by  Nund- 
comar, judge  how  far  I  am  justified  in  the  credit  which  I  give  to 
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the  reports  above  mentioned.  I  do  not  mean  to  infer  from  what  I 
have  said  that  it  makes  any  alteration  in  the  nature  of  the  charges, 
whether  they  were  delivered  immediately  from  my  ostensible 
accusers,  or  whether  they  came  to  the  board  through  the  channel 
of  patronage  ;  but  it  is  suflBcient  to  authorize  the  conviction  which 
I  feel  in  my  own  mind,  that  those  gentlemen  are  parties  in  the 
accusations  of  which  they  assert  the  right  of  being  the  judges. 
From  the  first  commencement  of  this  administration  every  means 
have  been  tried  both  to  deprive  me  of  the  legal  authority  with 
which  I  have  been  trusted,  and  to  proclaim  the  annihilation  of  it  to 
the  world ;  but  no  instance  has  yet  appeared  of  this  in  so  extra- 
ordinary a  degree  as  in  the  question  now  before  the  board.  The 
chief  of  the  administration,  your  superior,  gentlemen,  appointed  by 
the  legislature  itself,  shall  I  sit  at  this  board  to  be  arraigned  in  the 
presence  of  a  wretch,  whom  you  all  know  to  be  one  of  the  basest  of 
mankind  ?  I  believe  I  need  not  mention  his  name ;  but  it  is 
Nundcomar.  Shall  I  sit  here  to  hear  men  collected  from  the  dregs 
of  the  people  give  evidence  at  his  dictating,  against  my  character 
and  conduct  ?  I  will  not ;  you  may,  if  you  please,  form  yourselves 
into  a  committee  for  the  investigation  of  these  matters  in  any 
manner  which  you  may  think  proper ;  but  I  will  repeat  that  I  will 
not  meet  Nundcomar  at  the  board,  nor  suffer  Nundcomar  to  be 
examined  at  the  board ;  nor  have  you  a  right  to  it,  nor  can  it 
answer  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  vilifying  and  insulting  me  to 
insist  upon  it. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  have  found  it  necessary  to  deliver  my  sentiments 
on  a  subject  of  so  important  a  nature,  in  an  unpremeditated  minute, 
drawn  from  me  at  the  board,  which  I  should  have  wished  to  have 
had  leisure  and  retirement  to  have  enabled  me  to  express  myself 
with  that  degree  of  caution  and  exactness  which  the  subject 
requires.  I  have  said  nothing  but  what  I  believe,  and  am  morally 
certain  I  shall  stand  justified  for  in  the  eyes  of  my  superiors  and 
the  eyes  of  the  world ;  but  I  reserve'  to  myself  the  liberty  of  adding 
my  further  sentiments  in  such  a  manner  and  form  as  I  shall  here- 
after judge  necessary." 

My  lords,  you  see  here  the  picture  of  Nundcomar  drawn  by  Mr. 
Hastings  himself — you  see  the  hurry,  the  passion,  the  precipitation, 
the  confusion,  into  which  Mr.  Hastings  is  thrown  by  the  perplexity  of 
detected  guilt — you  see,  my  lords,  that,  instead  of  defending  him- 
self, he  rails  at  his  accuser  in  the  most  indecent  language,  calling 
him  a  wretch,  whom  they  all  knew  to  be  the  basest  of  mankind — 
that  he  rails  at  the  council  by  attributing  their  conduct  to  the  worst 
of  motives ;  that  he  rails  at  every  body,  and  declares  the  accusation 
to  be  a  libel :  in   short,  you  see  plainly  that  the  man's  head  is 
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turned.  You  see  there  is  not  a  word  he  says  upon  this  occasion 
which  has  common  sense  in  it ;  you  see  one  great  leading  principle 
in  it ;  that  he  does  not  once  attempt  to  deny  the  charge ;  he 
attempts  to  vilify  the  witness,  he  attempts  to  vilify  those  he  sup- 
poses to  be  his  accusers,  he  attempts  to  vilify  the  council ;  he  lags 
upon  the  accusation,  he  mixes  it  with  other  accusations,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  out  of  the  whole  he  collects  a  resolution, 
to  do  what  ?  to  meet  his  adversary  and  defy  him  1  No  ;  that  he 
will  not  suifer  him  to  appear  before  him :  he  says,  "  I  will  not  sit 
at  this  board  in  the  character  of  a  criminal,  nor  do  I  acknowledge 
the  board  to  be  my  judges.'" 

He  was  not  called  upon  to  acknowledge  them  to  be  his  judges  ; 
both  he  and  they  were  called  upon  to  inquire  into  all  corruptions 
without  exception;  it  was  his  duty  not  merely  to  traverse  and 
oppose  them,  while  inquiring  into  acts  of  corruption,  but  he  was 
bound  to  take  an  active  part  in  it ;  that  if  they  had  a  mind  to  let 
such  a  thing  sleep  upon  their  records,  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
brought  forward  the  inquiry.  They  were  not  his  judges,  they  were 
not  his  accusers ;  they  were  his  fellow-labourers  in  the  inquiry 
ordered  by  the  court  of  directors,  their  masters,  and  by  which 
inquiry  he  might  be  purged  of  that  corruption  with  which  he  stood 
charged. 

He  says,  Nundcomar  is  a  wretch,  whom  you  all  know  to  be  the 
basest  of  mankind.  I  believe  they  did  not  know  the  man  to  be  a 
wretch,  or  the  basest  of  mankind ;  but  if  he  was  a  wretch,  and  if  he 
was  the  basest  of  mankind,  if  he  was  guilty  of  aU  the  crimes  with 
which  we  charge  Mr.  Hastings,  (not  one  of  which  was  ever  proved 
against  him,)  if  any  of  your  lordships  were  to  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  before  this  tribimal,  before  any  inquest  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, or  any  other  inquest  of  this  nation,  would  you  not  say,  that 
it  was  the  greatast  possible  advantage  to  you,  that  the  man  who 
accused  you  was  a  miscreant,  the  vilest  and  basest  of  mankind,  by 
the  confession  of  all  the  world  ?  Uo  mankind  really  then  think, 
that  to  be  accused  by  men  of  honour,  of  weight,  of  character,  upon 
probable  charges,  is  an  advantage  to  them,  and  that  to  be  accused 
by  the  basest  of  mankind  is  a  disadvantage  ?  No ;  give  me,  if  ever 
I  am  to  have  accusers,  miscreants,  as  he  calls  him, — wretches,  the 
basest  and  vilest  of  mankind.  The  board  (says  he)  are  my 
accusers ;  if  they  were,  it  was  their  duty ;  but  they  were  not  his 
accusers,  but  were  inquiring  into  matters  which  it  was  equally  his 
duty  to  inquire  into.  He  would  not  suflfer  Nundcomar  to  be 
produced ;  he  would  not  suflfer  Nundcomar  to  be  examined  ;  he 
rather  suflfered  such  an  accusation  to  stand  against  his  name  and 
character,  than  permit  it  to  be  inquired  into.    Do  I  want  any  other 
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presumption  of  his  guilt  upon  such  an  occasion,  than  such  a  conduct 
as  this  ?  This  man,  whom  he  calls  a  wretch,  the  basest  and  vilest 
of  mankind,  was  undoubtedly  by  himself,  in  the  records  of  the 
company,  declared  to  be  one  of  the  first  men  of  that  country,  every 
thing  that  a  subject  could  be,  a  person  illustrious  for  his  birth, 
sacred  with  regard  to  his  caste,  opulent  in  fortune,  eminent  in 
situation,  who  had  filled  the  very  first  offices  in  that  country ;  and 
that  he  was,  added  to  all  this,  a  man  of  most  acknowledged  talents, 
and  of  such  a  superiority  as  made  the  whole  people  of  Bengal 
appear  to  be  an  inferior  race  of  beings  compared  to  him :  a  man 
whose  outward  appearance  and  demeanour  used  to  cause  reverence 
and  awe,  and  who  at  that  time  was  near  seventy  years  of  age, 
which,  without  any  other  title,  generally  demands  respect  from 
mankind.  And  yet  this  man  he  calls  the  basest  of  mankind,  a  name 
which  no  man  is  entitled  to  call  another  till  he  has  proved  some- 
thing to  justify  him  in  so  doing ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  opulence, 
his  high  rank,  station,  and  birth,  he  despises  him,  and  will  not 
suffer  him  to  be  heard  as  an  accuser  before  him.  I  will  venture  to 
say,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  so  doing,  whether  elevated  by  philo- 
sophy, or  inflated  by  pride,  is  not  like  the  rest  of  mankind.  We  do 
know,  that  in  all  accusations  a  great  part  of  their  weight  and 
authority  comes  from  the  character,  the  situation,  the  name,  the 
description,  the  office,  the  dignity  of  the  persons  who  bring  them — 
mankind  are  so  made — we  cannot  resist  this  prejudice ;  and  it  has 
weight,  and  ever  will  have  prima,  facie  weight,  in  all  the  tribunals  in 
the  world.  If,  therefore,  rajah  Nundcomar  was  a  man,  who  (it  is 
not  degrading  to  your  lordships  to  say)  was  equal  in  rank,  according 
to  the  idea  of  his  country,  to  any  peer  in  this  House,  as  sacred  as  a 
bishop,  of  as  much  gravity  and  authority  as  a  judge,  and  who  was 
prime  minister  in  the  country  in  which  he  lived ;  with  what  face  can 
Mr.  Hastings  call  this  man  a  wretch,  and  say,  that  he  will  not 
suffer  him  to  be  brought  before  him?  If,  indeed,  joined  vdth  such 
circumstances,  the  accuser  be  a  person  of  bad  morals,  then  I  admit 
those  bad  morals  take  away  from  their  weight ;  but,  for  a  proof  of 
that,  you  must  have  some  other  grounds  than  the  charges  and  the 
railing  of  the  culprit  against  him. 

I  might  say  that  his  passion  is  a  proof  of  his  guilt ;  and  there 
is  an  action  which  is  more  odious  than  the  crimes  he  attempts  to 
cover,  for  he  has  murdered  this  man  iy  the  hands  of  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  ;  and  if  his  counsel  should  be  unwise  enough  to  endeavour 
to  detract  from  the  credit  of  this  man  by  the  pretended  punish- 
ment to  which  he  was  brought,  we  will  open  that  dreadful  scene  to 
your  lordships ;  and  you  will  see  that  it  does  not  detract  from  his 
credit,  but  brings  an  eternal  stain  and  dishonour  upon  the  justice  of 
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Great  Britain  ;  I  say  nothing  further  of  it.  As  he  stood  there,  as 
he  gave  that  evidence  that  day,  the  evidence  was  to  be  received ;  it 
stands  good,  and  is  a  record  against  Mr.  Hastings,  with  this 
addition,  that  he  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  examined.  He  railed  at 
his  colleagues.  He  says,  if  the  charge  was  false  they  were  guilty 
of  a  libel.  No.  It  might  have  been  the  effect  of  conspiracy,  it 
might  be  punished  in  another  way ;  but,  if  it  was  false,  it  was  no 
libel.  And  all  this  is  done  to  discountenance  inquiry,  to  bring 
odium  upon  his  colleagues  for  doing  their  duty,  and  to  prevent  that 
inquiry  which  could  alone  clear  his  character.  Mr.  Hastings  had 
himself  forgotten  the  character  which  he  had  given  of  Nundcomar ; 
but  he  says  that  his  colleagues  were  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
him,  and  knew  that  he  was  a  wretch,  the  basest  of  mankind. 

But  before  I  read  to  you  the  character  which  Mr.  Hastings  gave 
of  him  when  he  recommended  him  to  the  presidency,  (to  succeed 
Mahomet  Reza  Khan,)  I  am  to  let  your  lordships  understand  fully 
the  purpose  for  which  Mr.  Hastings  gave  it.  Upon  that  occasion 
all  the  council,  whom  he  stated  to  lie  under  suspicion  of  being 
bought  by  Mahomet  Eeza  Khan,  all  those  persons  with  one  voice 
cried  out  against  Nundcomar  ;  and  as  Mr.  Hastings  was  known  to 
be  of  the  faction  the  most  opposite  to  Nundcomar,  they  charged 
him  with  direct  inconsistency  in  raising  Nundcomar  to  that  exalted 
trust ;  a  charge  which  Mr.  Hastings  could  not  repel  in  any  other 
way  than  by  defending  Nundcomar.  The  weight  of  their  objec- 
tions chiefly  lay  to  Nundcomar's  political  character;  his  moral 
character  was  not  discussed  in  that  proceeding.  ]Mr.  Hastings 
says, 

"  The  president  does  not  take  upon  him  to  vindicate  the  moral 
character  of  Nundcomar ;  his  sentiments  of  this  man's  former 
political  conduct  are  not  unknown  to  the  court  of  directors,  who, 
he  is  persuaded,  wiU  be  more  inclined  to  attribute  his  present 
countenance  of  him  to  motives  of  zeal  and  fidelity  to  the  service, 
in  repugnance  perhaps  to  his  own  inclinations,  than  to  any  pre- 
dilection in  his'  favour.  He  is  very  well  acquainted  with  most  of 
the  facts  alluded  td  in  the  minute  of  the  majority,  having  been 
a  principal  instrument  in  detecting  them ;  nevertheless,  he  thinks 
it  but  justice  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  violation  of  a  trust 
and  an  offence  committed  against  our  government  by  a  man  who 
owed  it  no  allegiance,  nor  was  indebted  to  it  for  protection,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  was  the  minister  and  actual  sen-ant  of  a  master, 
whose  interest  naturally  suggested  that  kind  of  policy,  which  sought 
by  foreign  aids,  and  the  diminution  of  the  power  of  the  company," 
to  raise  his  own  consequence,  and  to  re-establish  his  authority. 
He  has  never  been  charged  with  any  instance  of  infidelity  to  the 
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nabob  Meer  JaflBer,  the  constant  tenor  of  whose  politics,  from  his 
first  accession  to  the  nizamut  till  his  death,  corresponded  in  all 
points  so  exactly  with  the  artifices  which  were  detected  in  his 
minister,  that  they  may  be  as  fairly  ascribed  to  the  one  as  to  the 
other;  their  immediate  object  was  beyond  question  the  aggran- 
dizement of  the  former,  though  the  latter  had  ultimately  an  equal 
interest  in  their  success.  The  opinion  which  the  nabob  himself 
entertained  of  the  services  and  of  the  fidelity  of  Nundcomar,  evi- 
dently appeared  in  the  distinguished  marks  which  he  continued 
to  show  him  of  his  favour  and  confidence  to  the  latest  hour  of 
his  life. 

"  His  conduct  in  the  succeeding  administration  appears  not  only 
to  have  been  dictated  by  the  same  principles,  but  if  we  may  be 
allowed  to  speak  favourably  of  any  measures  which  opposed  the 
views  of  our  own  government,  and  aimed  at  the  support  of  an 
adverse  interest,  surely  it  was  not  only  not  culpable,  but  even 
praiseworthy.  He  endeavoured,  as  appears  by  the  abstracts  before 
us,  to  give  consequence  to  his  master,  and  to  pave  the  way  to  his 
independence,  by  obtaining  a  firmaun  from  the  king  for  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  subahship ;  and  he  opposed  the  promotion  of 
Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  because  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  superces- 
sion  of  the  rights  and  authority  of  the  nabob.  He  is  now  an 
absolute  dependent  and  subject  of  the  company,  on  whose  favour  he 
must  rest  all  his  hopes  of  future  advancement." 

The  character  here  given  of  him  is  that  of  an  excellent  patriot, 
a  character  which  all  your  lordships  in  the  several  situations  which 
you  enjoy,  or  to  which  you  may  be  called,  will  envy  ;  the  character 
of  a  servant  who  stuck  to  his  master  against  all  foreign  encroach- 
ments ;  who  stuck  to  him  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life,  and  had  the 
dying  testimony  of  his  master  to  his  services. 

Could  Sir  John  Olavering,  could  Colonel  Monson,  could  Mr. 
Francis  know,  that  this  man,  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  given 
that  exalted  character  upon  the  records  of  the  company,  was  the 
basest  and  vilest  of  mankind  ?  No,  they  ought  to  have  esteemed 
him  the  contrary  ;  they  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  rank,  they  knew 
him  to  be  a  man  perhaps  of  the  first  capacity  in  the  world ;  and 
they  knew  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  given  this  honourable  testimony 
of  him  on  the  records  of  the  company  but .  a  very  little  time 
before ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why  they,  should  think  or  know, 
as  he  expresses  it,  that  he  was  the  basest  and  vilest  of  mankind. 
From  the  account,  therefore,  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  he  was  a 
person  competent  to  accuse,  a  witness  fit  to  be  heard,  and 
that  is  all  I  contend  for;     Mr. '  Hastings   would  not  hear  him, 
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he  would  not  suffer  the  charge  he  had  produced  to  be  examined 
into. 

It  has  been  shown  to  your  lordships  that  Mr.  Hastings  em- 
ployed Nundcomar  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  and  to  be  the 
principal  manager  of  a  prosecution  against  Mahomet  Reza  Khan. 
Will  you  suflfer  this  man  to  qualify  and  disqualify  witnesses  and 
prosecutors  agreeably  to  the  purposes  which  his  own  vengeance 
and  corruption  may  dictate  in  one  case,  and  which  the  defence 
of  those  corruptions  may  dictate  in  another?  Was  Nundcomar 
a  person  fit  to  be  employed  in  the  greatest  and  most  sacred 
trusts  in  the  country,  and  yet  not  fit  to  be  a  witness  to  the  sums 
of  money  which  he  jpaid  Mr.  Hastings  for  those  trusts?  Was 
Nundcomar  a  fit  witness  to  be  employed,  and  a  fit  person  to  be 
used  in  the  prosecution  of  Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  and  yet  not  fit  to 
be  employed  against  Mr.  Hastings,  who  himself  had  employed  him 
in  the  very  prosecution  of  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  ? 

If  Nundcomar  was  an  enemy  to  Mr.  Hastings,  he  was  an 
enemy  to  Mahomet  Eeza  Khan;  and  Mr.  Hastings  employed 
him,  avowedly  and  professedly  on  the  records  of  the  company,  on 
account  of  the  very  qualification  of  that  enmity.  Was  he  a 
wretch,  the  basest  of  mankind,  when  opposed  to  !Mr.  Hastings? 
Was  he  not  as  much  a  wretch,  and  as  much  the  basest  of  man- 
kind, when  Mr.  Hastings  employed  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
first  magistrate,  and  Mahommedan  of  the  first  descent  in  Asia  ? 
Mr.  Hastings  shall  not  quaUfy  and  disqualify  men  at  his  pleasure : 
he  must  accept  them  such  as  they  are  ;  and  it  is  a  presumption  of 
his  guilt  accompanying  the  charge,  (which  I  never  will  separate  from 
it,)  that  he  would  not  suffer  the  man  to  be  produced  who  made  the 
accusation.  And  I  therefore  contend,  that  as  the  accusation 
was  so  made,  so  witnessed,  so  detailed,  so  specific,  so  entered  upon 
record ;  and  so  entered  upon  record  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
quiries ordered  by  the  company ;  his  refusal  and  rejection  of 
inquiry  into  it  is  a  presumption  of  his  guilt. 

He  is  fuU  of  his  idea  of  dignity.  It  is  right  for  every  man  to 
preserve  his  dignity.  There  is  a  dignity  of  station,  which  a  man 
has  in  trust  to  preserve ;  there  is  a  dignity  of  personal  character, 
which  every  man  by  being  made  man  is  bound  to  presen'e.  But 
you  see  Mr.  Hastings's  idea  of  dignity  has  no  connexion  with 
integrity ;  it  has  no  connexion  ■nith  honest  fame ;  it  has  no  con- 
nexion with  the  reputation  which  he  is  bound  to  preserve.  What, 
my  lords,  did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  company  that  had  appointed 
him  ?  Did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  legislature  ?  Did  he  owe  nothing 
to  your  lordships,  and  to  the  House  of  Commons,  who  had  ap- 
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pointed  him  ?  Did  he  owe  nothing  to  himself,  to  the  country  that 
bore  him  ?  Did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  world,  as  to  its  opinion, 
to  which  every  public  man  owes  a  reputation  I  What  an  example 
was  here  held  out  to  the  company's  servants  ! 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  this  may  come  into  a  court  of  justice  :  it 
will  come  into  a  court  of  justice ;  I  reserve  my  defence  on  the 
occasion  till  it  comes  'into  a  court  of  justice,  and  here  I  make  no 
opposition  to  it.  To  this  I  answer,  that  the  company  did  not 
order  him  so  to  reserve  himself ;  but  ordered  him  to  be  an  inquirer 
into  those  things.  Is  it  a  lesson  to  be  taught  to  the  inferior 
servants  of  the  company,  that  provided  they  can  escape  out  of  a 
court  of  justice  by  the  back-doors  and  sally-ports  of  the  law,  by 
artifice  of  pleading,  by  those  strict  and  rigorous  rules  of  evidence, 
which  have  been  established  for  the  protection  of  innocence,  but 
which  by  them  might  be  turned  to  the  protection  and  support  of 
guilt ;  and  that  such  an  escape  is  enough  for  them  ?  That  an 
Old  Bailey  acquittal  is  enough  to  establish  a  fitness  for  trust ; 
and  if  a  man  shall  go  acquitted  out  of  such  a  court,  because  the 
judges  are  bound  to  acquit  him  against  the  conviction  of  their  own 
opinion,  when  every  man  in  the  market-place  knows  that  he  is 
guilty — that  he  is  fit  for  a  trust  ?  Is  it  a  lesson  to  be  held  out  to 
the  servants  of  the  company,  that  upon  the  first  inquiry  which  is 
made  into  corruption,  and  that  in  the  highest  trust,  by  the  persons 
authorized  to  inquire  into  it,  he  uses  all  the  powers  of  that  trust 
to  quash  it ;  vilifying  his  colleagues,  vilifying  his  accuser,  abusing 
every  body,  but  never  denying  the  charge?  His  associates  and 
colleagues,  astonished  at  this  conduct,  so  wholly  unlike  every  thing 
that  had  ever  appeared  of  innocence,  request  him  to  consider  a 
little  better.  They  declare  they  are  not  his  accusers ;  they  tell 
him  they  are  not  his  judges ;  that  they,  under  the  orders  of  the 
company,  are  making  an  inquiry  which  he  ought  to  make ;  he 
declares  he  will  not  make  it.  Being  thus  driven  to  the  wall,  he 
says,  Why  do  you  not  form  yourselves  into  a  committee  ?  I  won't 
suffer  these  proceedings  to  go  on  as  long  as  I  am  present.  Mr. 
Hastings  plainly  had  in  view,  that  if  the  proceedings  had  been 
before  a  committee  there  would  have  been  a  doubt  of  their  authen- 
ticity, as  not  being  before  a  regular  board.  And  he  contended 
that  there  could  be  no  regular  board  without  his  own  presence  in 
it :  a  poor  miserable  scheme  for  eluding  this  inquiry ;  partly  by 
saying  that  it  was  carried  on  when  he  was  not  present,  and  partly 
by  denying  the  authority  of  this  board. 

I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  great  question  that  arose  upon 
the  governor-general's  resolution  to  dissolve  the  board,  whether  the 
board  have  a  right  to  sit  afterwards  ;  it  is  enough  that  Mr.  Hast- 
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ings  would  not  suffer  them  as  a  council  to  examine  into  what,  as  a 
council,  they  were  bound  to  examine  into.  He  absolutely  declared 
the  council  dissolved  when  they  did  not  accept  his  committee  ;  for 
which  they  had  many  good  reasons,  as  I  shall  show  in  reply,  if 
necessary,  and  which  he  could  have  no  one  good  reason  for  pro- 
posing— he  then  declares  the  councU  dissolved.  The  council,  who 
did  not  think  Mr.  Hastings  had  a  power  to  dissolve  them  while 
proceeding  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  went  on  as  a  council : 
they  called  in  Nundcomar  to  support  his  charge ;  Mr.  Hastings 
withdrew.  Nundcomar  was  asked  what  he  had  to  say  further  in 
support  of  his  own  evidence.  Upon  which  he  produces  a  letter 
from  Munny  Begum,  the  dancing-girl  that  I  have  spoken  of,  in 
which  she  gives  him  directions  and  instructions  relative  to  his  con- 
duct in  every  part  of  those  bribes ;  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
corrupt  agreement  for  her  office  was  made  with  Mr.  Hastings 
through  Nundcomar,  before  he  had  quitted  Calcutta  :  it  points  out 
the  execution  of  it,  and  the  manner  in  which  every  part  of  the  sum 
was  paid ;  one  lac  by  herself  in  Calcutta ;  one  lac,  which  she 
ordered  Nundcomar  to  borrow,  and  which  he  did  borrow ;  and  a  lac 
and  a  half  which  were  given  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings,  besides  this 
purchase  money,  under  colour  of  an  entertainment.  This  letter 
was  produced,  translated,  examined,  criticised,  proved  to  be  sealed 
with  the  seal  of  the  begum,  acknowledged  to  have  no  marks  but 
those  of  authenticity  upon  it ;  and  as  such,  was  entered  upon  the 
company''s  records,  confirming  and  supporting  the  evidence  of 
Nundcomar,  part  by  part,  and  circumstance  by  circumstance.  And 
I  am  to  remark,  that  since  this  document,  so  delivered  in,  has 
never  been  htigated  or  controverted  in  the  truth  of  it,  from  that 
day  to  this,  by  Mr.  Hastings  ;  so,  if  there  was  no  more  testimony, 
here  is  enough  upon  this  business.  Your  lordships  will  remark 
that  this  charge  consisted  of  two  parts  ;  two  lacs,  that  were  given 
explicitly  for  the  corrupt  purchase  of  the  office  ;  and  one  lac  and  a 
half  given  in  reality,  for  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the  colour  of 
what  is  called  an  entertainment. 

Now  in  the  Course  of  these  proceedings  it  was  thought  necessary 
that  Mr.  Hastings''s  banyan.  Can  too  Baboo,  (a  name  your  lordships 
will  be  well  Acquainted  with,  and  who  was  the  minister  in  this  and 
all  the  other  transactions  of  ;Mr.  Hastings,)  should  be  called  before 
the  board  to  explain  some  circumstances  in  the  proceedings.  Mr. 
Hastings  ordered  his  banyan,  a  native,  not  to  attend  the  sovereign 
board,  appointed  by  parliament  for  the  government  of  that  country, 
and  directed  to  inquire  into  transactions  of  this  nature.  He  thus 
taught  the  natives  not  only  to  disobey  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  enforced  by  an  act  of  parliament ;  but  he  taught  his  own 
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servant  to  disobey,  and  ordered  him  not  to  appear  before  the  board. 
Quarrels,  duels,  and  other  mischiefs  arose.  In  short,  Mr.  Hastings 
raised  every  power  of  heaven  and  of  hell  upon  this  subject,  but  in 
vain  ;  the  inquiry  went  on. 

Mr.  Hastings  does  not  meet  Nundcomar,  he  was  afraid  of  him ; 
but  he  was  not  negligent  of  his  own  defence,  for  he  flies  to  the 
supreme  court  of  justice ;  he  there  prosecuted  an  inquiry  against 
Nundcomar  for  a  conspiracy.  Failing  in  that,  he  made  other 
attempts,  and  disabled  Nundcomar  from  appearing  before  the  board 
by  having  him  imprisoned,  and  thus  utterly  crippled  that  part  of 
the  prosecution  against  him.  But  as  guilt  is  never  able  thoroughly 
to  escape,  it  did  so  happen,  that  the  council,  finding  monstrous 
deficiencies  in  the  begum's  affairs ;  finding  the  nabob''s  allowance 
totally  squandered,  that  the  most  sacred  pensions  were  left  unpaid, 
that  nothing  but  disorder  and  confusion  reigned  in  all  his  affairs, 
that  the  nabob's  education  was  neglected,  that  he  could  scarcely 
read  or  write,  that  there  was  scarcely  any  mark  of  a  man  left  in 
him,  except  those  which  nature  had  at  first  imprinted  ; — I  say,  all 
these  abuses  being  produced  in  a  body  before  them,  they  thought  it 
necessary  to  send  up  to  inquire  into  them.  And  a  considerable 
deficiency  or  embezzlement  appearing  in  the  Munny  Begum's 
account  of  the  young  nabob's  stipend,  she  voluntarily  declared  by  a 
writing  under  her  seal,  that  she  had  given  15,000^.  to  Mr.  Hastings 
for  an  entertainment. 

Mr.  Hastings  finding  that  ihe  charge  must  come  fully  against 
him,  contrived  a  plan,  (which  your  lordships  will  see  the  effects  of 
presently,)  and  this  was  to  confound  this, lac  and  a  half,  or  15,000Z., 
with  the  two  lacs  given  directly  and  specifically  as  a  bribe  ;  intend- 
ing to  avail  himself  of  this  finesse,  whenever  any  payment  was  to  be 
proved  of  the  two  lacs,  which  he  knew  would  be  proved  against  him, 
and  which  he  never  did  deny ;  and  accordingly  your  lordships  will  find 
some  confusion  in  the  proofs  of  the  payment  of  those  sums.  The 
receipt  of  two  lacs  is  proved  by  Nundcomar,  proved  with  all  the 
means  of  detection  which  I  have  stated  ;  the  receipt  of  the  lac  and 
a  half  is  proved  by  Munny  Begum's  letter,  the  authenticity  of  which 
was  established,  and  never  denied  by  Mr.  Hastings.  In  addition 
to  these  proofs,  rajah  Goordass,  who  had  the  management  of  the 
nabob's  treasury,  verbally  gave  an  account  perfectly  corresponding 
with  that  of  Nundcomar,  and  the  Munny  Begum's  letter  ;  and  he 
afterwards  gave  in  writing  an  attestation,  which  in  every  point 
agrees  correctly  with  the  others.  So  tl|at  there  are  three  witnesses 
upon  this  business.  And  he  shall  not  disqualify  rajah  Goordass, 
because  whatever  character  he  thought  fit  to  give  Nundcomar,  he 
has  given  the  best  of  characters  to  rajah  Goordass,  who  was  em- 
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ployed  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  occupations  of  trast ;  and  therefore  any 
objections  to  his  competency  cannot  exist.  Having  got  thus  far, 
the  only  thing  that  remained  was  to  examine  the  records  of  the 
public  offices,  and  see  whether  any  trace  of  these  transactions  was 
to  be  found  there.  These  offices  had  been  thrown  into  confusion  in 
the  manner  you  will  hear ;  but,  upon  strict  inquiry,  there  was  a 
shomaster  or  office  paper  produced,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
officer  of  the  treasury  having  brought  to  the  nabob  an  account  of 
one  lac  and  a  half,  which  he  said  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
desired  to  know  from  him  under  what  head  of  expense  it  should  be 
entered ;  and  that  he,  the  nabob,  desired  him  to  put  it  under  the 
head  of  expenses  for  entertaining  Mr.  Hastings.  If  there  has  been 
a  head  of  entertainment  established,  as  a  regular  affair,  the  officer 
would  never  have  gone  to  the  nabob  and  asked  under  what  name  to 
enter  it ;  but  he  found  an  irregular  affair,  and  he  did  not  know  what 
head  to  put  it  under.  And  from  the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  it 
appears  that  three  lacs  and  a  half  were  paid  ;  two  lacs  by  way  of 
bribe,  one  lac  and  a  half  under  the  colour  of  an  entertainment.  Mr. 
Hastings  endeavours  to  invalidate  the  first  obliquely,  not  directly, 
for  he  never  directly  denied  it :  and  he  partly  admits  the  second,  in 
hopes  that  all  the  proof  of  payment  of  the  first  charge  should  be 
merged  and  confounded  in  the  second.  And  therefore  your  lord- 
ships will  see  from  the  beginning  of  that  business  till  it  came  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith,  his  agent,  then  appearing  in  the  name  and 
character  of  agent  and  solicitor  to  the  company,  that  this  was  done 
to  give  some  appearance  and  colour  to  it  by  a  false  representation, 
as  your  lordships  will  see,  of  every  part  of  the  transactions. 

The  proof  then  of  the  two  lacs  rests  upon  the  evidence  of 
Nundcomar,  the  letter  of  Munny  Begum,  and  the  evidence  of 
rajah  Goordass.  The  evidence  of  the  lac  and  a  half,  by  way  of 
entertainment,  was  at  first  the  same ;  and  afterwards  begins  a 
series  of  proofs,  to  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  helped  us. 
For,  in  the  first  place,  he  produces  this  office  paper  in  support  of 
his  attempt  to  establish  the  confusion  between  the  payment  of  the 
two  lacs,  and  of  the  lac  and  &  half.  He  did  not  himself  deny 
that  he  received  a  lac  and  a  half,  because  with  respect  to  that  lac 
and  a  half  he  had  founded  some  principle  of  justification.  Accord- 
ingly this  office  paper  asserts  and  proves  this  lac  and  a  half  to  have 
been  given  in  addition  to  the  other  proofs.  Then  Munny  Begum 
herself  is  inquired  of.  There  is  a  commission  appointed  to  go  up 
to  her  residence  ;  and  the  fact  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr. 
Goring,  the  commissioner.  The  begum  had  put  a  paper  of  accounts, 
through  her  son,  into  his  hands,  which  shall  be  given  at  your  lord- 
ships' bar ;  in  which  she  expressly  said,  that  she  gave  Mr.  Hast- 
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ings  a  lac  and  a  half  for  entertainment.  But  Mr.  Hastings  objects 
to  Mr.  Goring's  evidence  upon  this  occasion.  He  wanted  to 
supersede  Mr.  Groring  in  the  inquiry ;  and  he  accordingly  appoints, 
with  the  consent  of  the  council,  two  creatures  of  his  own  to  go  and 
assist  in  that  inquiry.  The  question  which  he  directs  these  com- 
missioners to  put  to  Munny  Begum  is  this  : — "  Was  the  sum  of 
money  charged  by  you  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Hastings,  given  under  an 
idea  of  entertainment,  customary,  or  upon  what  other  ground,  or 
for  what  other  reason  ?"  He  also  desires  the  following  questions 
may  be  proposed  to  the  begum  : — "  Was  any  application  made  to 
you  for  the  account,  which  you  have  delivered,  of  three  lacs  and  a 
half  of  rupees,  said  to  have  been  paid  to  the  governor  and  Mr. 
Middleton  ;  or  did  you  deliver  the  account  of  your  own  free  will, 
and  unsolicited  V 

My  lords,  you  see  that  with  regard  to  the  whole  three  lacs 
and  a  half  of  rupees  the  begum  had  given  an  account  which 
tended  to  confirm  the  payment  of  them ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  wanted 
to  invalidate  that  account  by  supposing  she  gave  it  under  restraint. 
The  second  question  is — "  In  what  manner  was  the  application 
made  to  you,  and  by  whom?"  But  the  principal  question  is 
this,  '•  On  what  account  was  the  one  lac  and  a  half  given  to 
the  governor-general  which  you  have  laid  to  his  account  ?  Was 
it  in  consequence  of  any  requisition  from  him,  or  of  any  pre- 
vious agreement,  or  of  any  established  usage  V  When  a  man 
asks  concerning  a  sum  of  money,  charged  to  be  given  to  him 
by  another  person,  on  what  account  it  was  given,  he  does  in- 
directly admit  that  that  money  actually  was  paid,  and  wants 
to  derive  a  justification  from  the  mode  of  the  payment  of  it ; 
and,  accordingly,  that  inference  was  drawn  from  the  question  so 
sent  up,  and  it  served  as  an  instruction  to  Munny  Begum ;  and 
her  answer  was,  that  it  was  given  to  him,  as  an  ancient  usage  and 
custom,  for  an  entertainment.  So  that  the  fact  of  the  gift  of 
the  money  is  ascertained  by  the  question  put  by  Mr.  Hastings 
to  her,  and  her  answer.  And  thus  at  last  comes  his  accomplice 
in  this  business,  and  gives  the  fullest  testimony  to  the  lac  and  a  half. 

I  must  beg  leave,  before  I  go  further,  to  state  the  circumstances 
of  the  several  witnesses  examined  upon  this  business.  They  were 
of  two  kinds :  voluntary  witnesses,  and  accomplices,  forced  by 
inquiry  and  examination  to  discover  their  own  guilt.  Of  the  first 
kind  were  Nundcomar  and  rajah  Goordass ;  these  were  the  only 
two  that  can  be  said  to  be  voluntary  in  the  business,  and  who  gave 
their  information  without  much  fear,  though  the  last  unwillingly, 
and  with  a  fuU  sense  of  the  danger  of  doing  it. 

The  other  was  the  evidence  of  his  accomplice,  Munny  Begum, 
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wrung  from  her  by  the  force  of  truth,  in  which  she  confessed  that 
she  gave  the  kc  and  a  half,  and  justifies  it  upon  the  ground 
of  its  being  a  customary  entertainment.  Besides  this,  there  is  the 
evidence  of  Chittendur,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Hastings''s  instruments 
and  one  of  the  begum's  servants.  He  being  prepared  to  con- 
found the  two  lacs  with  the  one  lac  and  a  half,  says,  upon  his 
examination,  that  a  lac  and  a  half  was  given ;  but  upon  examining 
into  the  particulars  of  it,  he  proves,  that  the  sum  he  gave  was 
two  lacs,  and  not  a  lac  and  a  half;  for  he  says  that  there  was  a 
dispute  about  the  other  half  lac.  Nundcomar  demanded  interest, 
which  the  begum  was  unwilling  to  allow,  and  consequently  that 
half  lac  remained  unpaid.  Now,  this  half  lac  can  be  no  part 
of  the  lac  and  a  half,  which  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  and  proved 
by  the  whole  body  of  concurrent  testimony,  to  have  been  given 
to  !Mr.  Hastings  in  one  lumping  sum.  When  Chittendur  endea- 
vours to  confound  it  with  the  lac  and  a  half,  he  clearly  establishes 
the  fact,  that  it  was  a  parcel  of  the  two  lacs ;  and  thus  bears 
evidence,  in  attempting  to  prevaricate  in  favour  of  ^Mr.  Hastings, 
that  one  lac  and  a  half  was  paid,  which  ilr.  Hastings  is  willing  to 
allow ;  but  when  he  enters  into  the  particulars  of  it,  he  proves  by 
the  subdivision  of  the  payment,  and  by  the  non-payment  of  part 
of  it,  that  it  accords  with  the  two  lacs,  and  not  with  the  lac  and  a 
half. 

There  are  other  circumstances  in  these  accounts  highly  auxiliary 
to  this  evidence.  The  lac  and  a  half  was  not  only  attested  by 
rajah  Groordass,  by  the  begum,  by  Chittendur,  by  the  begum  again 
upon  Mr.  Hastings's  own  question ;  indirectly  admitted  by  Mr. 
Hastings,  proved  by  the  orders  for  it  to  be  written  off  to  expense 
(such  a  body  of  proof  as  perhaps  never  existed)  ;  but  there  is  one 
proof  still  remaining,  namely,  a  paper,  which  was  produced  before 
the  committee,  and  which  we  shall  produce  to  your  lordships.  It 
is  an  authentic  paper  delivered  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings,  by 
Major  Scott,  who  acted  at  that  time  as  Mr.  Hastings's  agent  to 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  authenticated  to 
come  from  Munny  Begum  herself.  All  this  body  of  evidence 
we  mean  to  produce ;  and  we  shall  prove,  first,  that  he  received 
the  two  lacs ; — and  secondly,  that  he  received  one  lac  and  a  half 
under  the  name  of  entertainment.  With  regard  to  the  lac  and 
a  half,  ^Ir.  Hastings  is  so  far  from  controverting  it,  even  in- 
directly, that  he  is  obliged  to  establish  it  by  testimonies  produced 
by  himself,  in  order  to  sink  in  that,  if  he  can,  the  two  lacs,  which 
he  thinks  he  is  not  able  to  justify,  but  which  he  fears  will  be  proved 
against  him.  The  lac  and  a  half,  I  do  believe,  he  will  not  be 
advised  to  contest,  but  whether  he  is  or  no,  we  shall  load  him  with 
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it ;  we  shall  prove  it  beyond  all  doubt.  But  there  are  other  cir- 
cumstances further  auxiliary  in  this  business,  which,  from  the  very 
attempts  to  conceal  it,  prove  beyond  doubt  the  fraudulent  and 
wicked  nature  of  the  transaction.  In  the  account  given  by  the 
begum,  a  lac,  which  is  for  Mr.  Hastings's  entertainment,  is  entered 
in  a  suspicious  neighbourhood  ;  for  there  is  there  entered  a  lac  of 
rupees,  paid  for  the  soubadarry  sunnuds  to  the  mogul  through 
the  rajah  Shitabroy.  Upon  looking  into  the  account,  and  com- 
paring it  with  another  paper  produced,  the  first  thing  we  find  is, 
that  this  woman  charges  the  sum  paid  to  be  a  sum  due :  and  then 
she  charges  this  one  lac  to  have  been  paid,  when  the  Mogul  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas,  when  all  communication  with  him 
was  stopped,  and  when  rajah  Shitabroy,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
paid  it,  was  under  confinement  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
Thus  she  endeavours  to  conceal  the  lac  of  rupees  paid  to  Mr. 
Hastings. 

In  order  to  make  this  transaction,  which,  though  not  in  itself 
intricate,  is  in  some  degree  made  so  by  Mr.  Hastings,  clear  to 
your  lordships,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  give  to  your  lordships,  what 
must  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  culprit  himself,  a  syllabus — the 
heads  of  all  this  charge,  and  of  the  proofs  themselves,  with  their 
references ;  to  show  how  far  the  proof  goes  to  the  two  lacs,  and 
then  to  the  one  lac  and  a  half  singly  :  this  we  shall  put  in  writing, 
that  you  may  not  depend  upon  the  fugitive  memory  of  a  thing  not 
so  well  perhaps,  or  powerfully  expressed  as  it  ought  to  be ;  and 
in  order  to  give  every  advantage  to  the  defendant,  and  to  give 
every  facility  to  your  lordships'  judgment ;  and  this  will,  I  believe, 
be  thought  a  clear  and  fair  way  of  proceeding.  Your  lordships 
will  then  judge  whether  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  at  the  time, — his 
resisting  an  inquiry,  preventing  his  servant  appearing  as  an  evidence, 
discountenancing  and  discouraging  his  colleagues,  raising  every 
obstruction  to  the  prosecution,  dissolving  the  council,  preventing 
evidence  and  destroying  it,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power  by  collateral 
means,  be  not  also  such  presumptive  proofs,  as  give  double  force  to 
all  the  positive  proof  we  produce  against  him. 

The  lac  and  a  half,  I  know,  he  means  to  support  upon  the  custom 
of  entertainment ;  and  your  lordships  will  judge  whether  or  not  a 
man  who  was  ordered,  and  had  covenanted,  never  to  take  more 
than  400?.,  could  take  16,000/.  under  colour  of  an  entertainment. 
That  which  he  intends  to  produce  as  a  justification  we  charge,  and 
your  lordships  and  the  world  will  think,  to  be  the  heaviest  aggrava- 
tion of  his  crime.  And  after  explaining  to  your  lordships  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  justification  is  made,  and  leaving  a  just 
impression  of  them  upon  your  minds,  I  shall  beg  your  lordships' 
indulgence  to  finish  this  member  of  the  business  to-morrow. 
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It  is  stated  and  entered  in  the  account,  that  an  entertainment 
was  provided  for  Mr.  Hastings  at  the  rate  of  200^.  a  day.  He 
stayed  at  Moorshedabad  for  near  three  months ;  and  thus  you  see 
that  visits  from  Mr.  Hastings  are  pretty  expensive  things :  it  is  at 
the  rate  of  73,000?.  a  year  for  his  entertainment.  We  find  that 
Mr.  Middleton,  an  English  gentleman  who  was  with  him,  received 
likewise,  whether  under  the  same  pretence  I  know  not,  and  it  does 
not  signify,  another  sum  equal  to  it ;  and  if  these  two  gentlemen 
had  stayed  in  that  ccmntry  a  year,  their  several  allowances  would  have 
been  146,000?.  outof  the  nabob's  allowance  of  160,000/.  a  year:  they 
would  have  eat  up  nearly  the  whole  of  it.  And  do  you  wonder,  my 
lords,  that  such  guests  and  such  hosts  are  difficult  to  be  divided? 
Do  you  wonder,  that  such  visits,  when  so  well  paid  for,  and  well 
provided  for,  were  naturally  long  ?  There  is  hardly  a  prince  in 
Europe,  who  would  give  to  another  prince  of  Europe  from  his  royal 
hospitality,  what  was  given  upon  this  occasion  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

Let  us  now  see  what  was  Mr.  Hastings's  business  during  this 
long  protracted  visit.  First  he  tells  you  that  he  came  there  to 
reduce  all  the  state  and  dignity  of  the  nabob.  He  tells  you  that 
he  felt  no  compunction  in  reducing  that  state ;  that  the  elephants, 
the  menagerie,  the  stables,  all  went  without  mercy,  and  consequently 
all  the  persons  concerned  in  them  were  dismissed  also.  When  he 
came  to  the  abolition  of  the  pensions,  he  says,  "  I  proceeded  with 
great  pain  from  the  reflection  that  I  was  the  instrument  in  depriving 
whole  families,  all  at  once,  of  their  bread,  and  reducing  them  to  a 
state  of  penury ;  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  I 
endeavoured  to  execute  it  with  great  impartiality."  Here  he  states 
the  work  he  was  employed  in,  when  he  took  this  two  hundred  pounds 
a  day  for  his  own  pay.  "  It  was  necessary  to  begin  with  reforming 
the  useless  servants  of  the  court,  and  retrenching  the  idle  parade  of 
elephants,  menageries,  &c.  which  loaded  the  civil  list.  This  cost 
little  regret  in  performing;  but  the  resident,  who  took  upon  himself 
the  chief  share  in  this  business,  acknowledges,  that  he  suflered 
considerably  in  his  feelings,  when  he  came  to  touch  on  the  pension 
list.  Some  hundreds  of  persons  of  the  ancient  nobility  of  the 
country,  excluded,  under  our  government,  from  almost  all  employ- 
ments, civil  or  military,  had,  ever  since  the  revolution,  depended  on 
the  bounty  of  the  nabob ;  and  near  ten  lacs  were  bestowed  that 
way.  It  is  not  that  the  distribution  was  always  made  with  judg- 
ment or  impartial,  and  much  room  was  left  for  a  reform :  but  when 
the  question  was  to  cut  off  entirely  the  greatest  part,  it  could  not 
fail  to  be  accompanied  with  circumstances  of  real  distress.  The 
resident  declares,  that  even  with  some  of  the  highest  rank  he  could 
not  avoid  discovering,  under  all  the  pride  of  eastern  manners,  the 
manifest  marks  of  penury  and  want.     There  was,  however,  no  room 
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left  for  hesitation ;  to  confine  the  nabob's  expenses  within  the 
limited  sum,  it  was  necessary  that  pensions  should  be  set  aside." 

Here,  my  lords,  is  a  man  sent  to  execute  one  of  the  most  dreadful 
offices  that  was  ever  executed  by  man,  to  cut  off,  as  he  says  himself, 
with  a  bleeding  heart,  the  only  remaining  allowance  made  for  hun- 
dreds of  the  decayed  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  great  kingdom,  driven 
by  our  government  from  the  offices  upon  which  they  existed.  In 
this  moment  of  anxiety  and  affliction,  when  he  says  he  felt  pain, 
and  was  cut  to  the  heart  to  do  it,  at  this  very  moment,  when  he 
was  turning  over  fourteen  hundred  of  the  ancient  nobility  and 
gentry  of  this  country  to  downright  want  of  bread ;  just  at  that 
moment,  while  he  was  doing  this  act,  and  feeling  this  act  in  this 
manner,  from  the  collected  morsels  forced  from  the  mouths  of  that 
indigent  and  famished  nobility,  he  gorged  his  own  ravenous  maw  with 
an  allowance  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  day  for  his  entertainment. 
As  we  see  him  in  this  business,  this  man  is  unlike  any  other :  he  is 
also  never  corrupt  but  he  is  cruel ;  he  never  dines  without  creating  a 
famine ;  he  does  not  take  from  the  loose  superfluity  of  standing 
greatness,  but  falls  upon  the  indigent,  the  oppressed,  and  ruined ; 
he  takes  to  himself  double  what  would  maintain  them.  His  is 
unlike  the  generous  rapacity  of  the  noble  eagle,  who  preys  upon  a 
living,  struggling,  reluctant,  equal  victim ;  his  is  like  that  of  the 
ravenous  vulture,  who  falls  upon  the  decayed,  the  sickly,  the  dying, 
and  the  dead,  and  only  anticipates  nature  in  the  destruction  of  its 
object.  His  cruelty  is  beyond  his  corruption :  but  there  is  some- 
thing in  his  hypocrisy  which  is  more  terrible  than  his  cruelty ;  for 
at  the  very  time  when  with  double  and  unsparing  hands  he  executes 
a  proscription,  and  sweeps  off  the  food  of  hundreds  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  a  great  country,  his  eyes  overflow  with  tears;  and  he 
turns  the  precious  balm  that  bleeds  from  wounded  humanity,  and 
is  its  best  medicine,  into  fatal,  rancorous,  mortal  poison  to  the  whole 
human  race. 

You  have  seen,  that  when  he  takes  two  hundred  pounds  a  day 
for  his  entertainment,  he  tells  you,  that  in  this  very  act  he  is  starving 
fourteen  hundred  of  the  ancient  nobility  and  gentry.  My  lords, 
you  have  the  blood  of  nobles,  if  not,  you  have  the  blood  of  men  in 
your  veins ;  you  feel  as  nobles,  you  feel  as  men.  What  would  you 
say  to  a  cruel  Mogul  exacter,  by  whom,  after  having  been  driven 
from  your  estates,  driven  from  the  noble  offices,  civil  and  military, 
which  you  hold,  driven  from  your  bishoprics,  driven  from  your  places 
at  court,  driven  from  your  offices  as  judges,  and  after  having  been 
reduced  to  a  miserable  flock  of  pensioners,  your  very  pensions  were 
at  last  wrested  from  your  mouths;  and  who,  though  at  the  very 
time  when  those  pensions  were  wrested  from  you  he  declares  them  to 
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have  been  the  only  bread  of  a  miserable  decayed  nobility,  takes  him- 
self two  hundred  pounds  a  day  for  his  entertainment,  and  continues 
it  till  it  amounts  to  sixteen  thousand  pounds  ?  I  do  think,  that  of 
all  the  corruptions  which  he  has  not  owned,  but  has  not  denied,  or 
of  those,  which  he  does  in  effect  own,  and  of  which  he  brings  for- 
ward the  evidence  himself,  the  taking  and  claiming  under  colour  of 
an  entertainment  is  ten  times  the  most  nefarious. 

I  shall  this  day  only  further  trouble  your  lordships  to  observe, 
that  he  has  never  directly  denied  this  transaction.  I  have  tumbled 
over  the  records,  I  have  looked  at  every  part  to  see  whether  he 
denies  it ;  he  did  not  deny  it  at  the  time,  he  did  not  deny  it  to  the 
court  of  directors  :  on  the  contrary,  he  did  in  effect  acknowledge 
it,  when,  without  directly  acknowledging  it,  he  promised  them  a  full 
and  liberal  explanation  of  the  whole  transaction.  He  never  did 
give  that  explanation.  Parliament  took  up  the  business ;  this 
matter  was  reported  at  the  end  of  the  Eleventh  Report.  But 
though  the  House  of  Commons  had  thus  reported  it,  and  made  that 
public,  which  before  was  upon  the  company's  records,  he  took  no 
notice  of  it.  Then  another  occasion  arises :  he  comes  before  the 
House  of  Commons ;  he  knows  he  is  about  to  be  prosecuted  for 
these  very  corruptions  :  he  well  knows  these  charges  exist  against 
him  ;  he  makes  his  defence  (if  he  will  allow  it  to  be  his  defence)  ; 
but,  though  thus  driven,  he  did  not  there  deny  it,  because  he  knew, 
that  if  he  had  denied  it,  it  could  be  proved  against  him.  I.  desire 
your  lordships  will  look  at  that  paper  which  we  have  given  in 
evidence,  and  see  if  you  find  a  word  of  denial  of  it ;  there  is  much 
discourse,  much  folly,  much  insolence,  but  not  one  word  of  denial. 
Then,  at  last,  it  came  before  this  tribunal  against  him.  I  desire  to 
refer  your  lordships  to  that  part  of  his  defence  to  the  article,  in 
which  this  bribe  is  specifically  charged ;  he  does  not  deny  it  there ; 
the  only  thing  which  looks  like  a  denial  is  one  sweeping  clause 
inserted  (in  order  to  put  us  upon  the  proof),  that  all  the  charges 
are  to  be  conceived  as  denied  ;  but  a  specific  denial  to  this  specific 
charge,  in  no  stage  of  the  business,  from  beginning  to  end,  has  he 
once  made :  and,  therefore,  here  I  close  that  part  of  the  charge 
which  relates  to  the  business  of  Nundcomar.  Your  lordships  will 
see  such  a  body  of  presumptive  proof,  and  positive  proof,  as  never 
was  given  yet  of  any  secret  corrupt  act  of  bribery ;  and  there  I 
leave  it  with  your  lordships'  justice. 

I  beg  pardon  for  having  detained  you  so  long  ;  but  your  lord- 
ships will  be  so  good  as  to  observe,  that  no  business  ever  was 
covered  with  more  folds  of  iniquitous  artifice  than  this  which  is  now 
brought  before  you. 
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SPEECH  ON  THE  SIXTH  CHARGE. 


(mr.  burke.) 

My  Lords, 
When  I  last  had  the  honour  of  addressing  your  lordships,  I  endea- 
voured to  state  with  as  much  perspicuity  as  the  nature  of  an 
intricate  affair  would  admit,  and  as  largely  as  in  so  intricate  an 
affair  was  consistent  with  the  brevity  which  I  endeavoured  to 
preserve,  the  proofs  which  had' been  adduced  against  Warren  Hast- 
ings upon  an  inquiry,  instituted  by  an  order  of  the  court  of 
directors,  into  the  corruption  and  peculation  of  persons  in  autho- 
rity in  India.  My  lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  you  by 
anterior  presumptive  proofs,  drawn  from  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  the  acts  themselves  inferring  guilt,  that  such  actions  and 
such  conduct  could  be  referrible  only  to  one  cause,  namely,  corrup- 
tion. I  endeavoured  to  show  you  afterwards,  my  lords,  what  the 
specific  nature  and  extent  of  the  corruption  was,  as  far  as  it  could 
be  fully  proved :  and  lastly,  the  great  satisfactory  presumption 
which  attended  the  inquiry  with  regard  to  Mr.  Hastings  ;  namely, 
that  contrary  to  law,  contrary  to  his  duty,  contrary  to  what  is  owed 
by  innocence  to  itself,  Mr.  Hastings  resisted  that  inquiry,  and 
employed  aU  the  power  of  his  office  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  it, 
either  in  himself  or  in  others. — These  presumptions,  and  these  proofs, 
will  be  brought  before  your  lordships,  distinctly  and  in  order,  at  the 
end  of  this  opening. 

The  next  point  on  which  I  thought  it  necessary  to  proceed,  was 
relative  to  the  presumptions  which  his  subsequent  conduct  gave  with 
regard  to  his  guilt :  because,  my  lords,  his  uniform  tenor  of 
conduct,  such  as  must  attend  guilt,  both  in  the  act,  at  the  time  of 
the  inquiry,  and  subsequent  to  it,  will  form  such  a  body  of  satis- 
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factory  evidence  as,  I  believe,  the  human  mind  is  not  made  to 
resist.  My  lords,  there  is  another  reason  why  I  choose  to  enter 
into  the  presumptions  drawn  from  hLs  conduct  and  the  fact,  taking 
Jiis  conduct  in  two  parts,  if  it  may  be  so  expressed,  omission  and 
commission,  in  order  that  your  lordships  should  more  fully  enter  into 
the  consequences  of  this  system  of  bribery. — But,  before  I  say  any 
thing  upon  that,  I  wish  your  lordships  to  be  apprized  that  the 
commons,  in  bringing  this  bribe  of  three  lac  and  a  half  before  your 
lordships,  do  not  jyish  by  any  means  to  have  it  understood,  that 
this  is  the  whole  of  the  bribe  that  was  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  in 
consequence  of  delivering  up  the  whole  management  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  to  that  improper  person,  whom  he  nominated 
for  it. 

My  lords,  from  the  proofs  that  will  be  adduced  before  you,  there 
is  great  probability  that  he  received  very  nearly  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds  :  there  is  positive  proof  of  his  receiving  fifty ;  and  we  have 
chosen  only  to  charge  him  with  that  of  which  there  is  such  an  accu- 
mulated body  of  proof  as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  minds  of  your 
lordships.  All  this  I  say,  because  we  are  perfectly  apprized  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  public  upon  this  point :  when  they  hear  of  the 
enormity  of  Indian  peculation,  when  they  see  the  acts  done,  and 
compare  them  with  the  bribes  received,  the  acts  seem  so  enormous, 
and  the  bribes  comparatively  so  small,  that  they  can  hardly  be  got 
to  attribute  them  to  that  motive.  What  I  mean  to  state  is  this, 
that  from  a  collective  view  of  the  subject  your  lordships  will  be  able 
to  judge  that  enormous  ofiences  have  been  committed,  and  that  the 
bribe,  which  we  have  given  in  proof,  is  a  specimen  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  those  enormous  bribes,  which  extend  to  much  greater 
sums  than  we  are  able  to  prove  before  you  in  the  manner  your  lord- 
ships would  like  and  expect. 

I  have  already  remarked  to  your  lordships,  that  after  this  charge 
was  brought  and  recorded  before  the  council  in  spite  of  the  resist- 
ance made  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  he  employed  all  the  power 
and  authority  of  his  station,  and  the  whole  body  of  his  partisans 
and  associates  in  iniquity  dispersed  through  every  part  of  these 
provinces :  after  he  had  taken  all  these  steps,  finding  himself 
pressed  by  the  proof  and  pressed  by  the  presumption  of  his  resist- 
ance to  the  inquiry,  he  did  think  it  necessary  to  make  something 
like  a  defence.  Accordingly  he  has  made  what  he  calls  a  justifica- 
tion, which  did  not  consist  in  the  denial  of  that  fact,  or  any  explana- 
tion of  it.  The  mode  he  took  for  his  defence  was  abuse  of  his 
colleagues,  abuse  of  the  witnesses,  and  of  every  person,  who,  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  was  inquiring  into  the  fact ;  and  charging  them 
with  things,  which,  if  true,  were  by  no  means  sufficient  to  support 
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him,  either  in  defending  the  acts  themselves,  or  in  the  criminal 
means  he  used  to  prevent  inquiry  into  them.  His  design  was  to 
mislead  their  minds,  and  to  carry  them  from  the  accusation  and  the 
proof  of  it.  With  respect  to  the  passion,  violence,  and  intemperate 
heat,  with  which  he  charged  them,  they  were  proceeding  in  an 
orderly  regular  manner,  and  if,  on  any  occasion,  they  seem  to  break 
out  into  warmth,  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  resistance  which  he 
made  to  them,  in  what  your  lordships,  I  believe,  wiU  agree  with  them 
in  thinking  was  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  their  functions. 
If  they  had  been  intemperate  in  their  conduct ;  if  they  had  been 
violent,  passionate,  prejudiced  against  him,  it  afforded  him  only  a 
better  means  of  making  his  defence ;  because,  though  in  a  rational 
and  judicious  mind,  the  intemperate  conduct  of  the  accuser  certainly 
proves  nothing  with  regard  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  his  accusa- 
tion, yet  we  do  know  that  the  minds  of  men  are  so  constituted  that 
an  improper  mode  of  conducting  a  right  thing  does  form  some 
degree  of  prejudice  against  it.  Mr.  Hastings,  therefore,  unable  to 
defend  himself  upon  principle,  has  resorted  as  much  as  he  possibly 
could  to  prejudice.  And  at  the  same  time  that  there  is  not  one 
word  of  denial,  or  the  least  attempt  at  a  refutation  of  the  charge, 
he  has  loaded  the  records  with  all  manner  of  minutes,  proceedings, 
and  letters  relative  to  every  thing  but  the  fact  itself.  The  great 
aim  of  his  policy,  both  then,  before,  and  ever  since,  has  been  to 
divert  the  mind  of  the  auditory,  or  the  persons  to  whom  he 
addressed  himself,  from  the  nature  of  his  cause,  to  some  collateral 
circumstance  relative  to  it :  a  policy  to  which  he  has  always  had 
recourse ;  but  that  trick,  the  last  resource  of  despairing  guilt,  I 
trust  \vill  now  completely  fail  him. 

Mr.  Hastings,  however,  began  to  be  pretty  sensible  that  this  way 
of  proceeding  had  a  very  unpromising  and  untoward  look  ;  for  which 
reason  he  next  declared  that  he  reserved  his  defence  for  fear  of  a 
legal  prosecution ;  and  that  some  time  or  other  he  would  give  a 
large  and  liberal  explanation  to  the  court  of  directors,  to  whom  he 
was  answerable  for  his  conduct;  of  his  refusing  to  suffer  the  inquiry 
to  proceed, — of  his  omitting  to  give  them  satisfaction  at  the  time, 
— of  his  omitting  to  take  any  one  natural  step  that  an  innocent 
man  would  have  taken  upon  such  an  occasion.  Under  this  promise 
he  has  remained  from  that  time  to  the  time  you  see  him  at  your 
bar,  and  he  has  neither  denied,  exculpated,  explained,  or  apologized 
for  his  conduct  in  any  one  single  instance. 

While  he  accuses  the  intemperance  of  his  adversaries,  he  shows 
a  degree  of  temperance  in  himself,  which  always  attends  guilt  in 
despair  ;  for  struggling  guilt  may  be  warm,  but  guilt  that  is 
desperate  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  submit  to  the  consequences  of 
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it,  to  bear  the  infamy  annexed  to  its  situation,  and  to  try  to  find 
some  consolation  in  the  effects  of  guilt  with  regard  to  private 
fortune  for  the  scandal  it  brings  them  into  in  public  reputation. 
After  the  business  had  ended  in  India,  the  causes  why  he  should 
have  given  the  explanation  grew  stronger  and  stronger ;  for  not 
only  the  charges  exhibited  against  him  were  weighty,  but  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  called  upon  to  inquire  into  them,  was 
such  as  would,  undoubtedly,  tend  to  stir  the  mind  of  a  man  of 
character,  to  rouse  him  to  some  consideration  of  himself,  and  to  a 
sense  of  the  necessity  of  his  defence.  He  was  goaded  to  make  this 
defence  by  the  words  I  shall  read  to  your  lordships  from  Sir  John 
Clavering. 

"  In  the  late  proceedings  of  the  revenue  board  it  will  appear, 
that  there  is  no  species  of  peculation  from  which  the  honourable 
governor-general  has  thought  it  reasonable  to  abstain."  He  fur- 
ther says,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Hastings,  "  the  malicious  view,  with 
which  this  inuendo  (an  inuendo  of  Mr.  Hastings)  is  thrown  out, 
is  only  worthy  of  a  man  who,  having  disgraced  himself  in  the  eyes 
of  every  man  of  honour  both  in  Asia  and  in  Europe,  and  having  no 
imputation  to  lay  to  our  charge,  has  dared  to  attempt  in  the  dark 
what  malice  itself  could  not  find  grounds  to  aim  at  openly." 

These  are  the  charges  which  were  made  upon  him — not  loosely 
in  the  heat  of  conversation,  but  deliberately  in  writing,  entered  upon 
record,  and  sent  to  his  employers  the  court  of  directors;  those 
whom  the  law  had  set  over  him,  and  to  whose  judgment  and  opinion 
he  was  responsible.  Do  your  lordships  believe,  that  it  was  conscious 
innocence  that  made  him  endure  such  reproaches,  so  recorded,  from 
his  own  colleague  ?  Was  it  conscious  innocence  that  made  him 
abandon  his  defence,  renounce  his  explanation,  and  bear  aU  this 
calumny,  if  it  was  calumny,  in  such  a  manner  without  making  any 
one  attempt  to  refute  it  ?  Your  lordships  will  see  by  this  and  by 
other  minutes,  with  which  the  books  are  filled,  that  Mr.  Hastings 
is  charged  quite  to  the  brim  with  corruptions  of  aU  sorts,  and 
covered  with  every  mode  of  possible  disgrace ;  for  there  is  some- 
thing so  base  and  contemptible  in  the  crimes  of  peculation  and 
bribery,  that  when  they  come  to  be  urged  home  and  strongly 
against  a  man,  as  here  they  are  urged,  nothing  but  a  consciousness 
of  guilt  can  possibly  make  a  person  so  charged  support  himself 
under  them.  Mr.  Hastings  considered  himself,  as  he  has  stated, 
to  be  under  the  necessity  of  bearing  them.  ^Vhat  is  that  neces- 
sity? Guilt.  Could  he  say,  that  Sir  John  Clavering  (for  I  say 
nothing  now  of  Colonel  Monson  and  Mr.  Francis,  who  were  joined 
with  him)  was  a  man  weak  and  contemptible  ?  I  believe  there  are 
those  among  your  lordships,  who  remember,  that  Sir  John  Clavering 


SPEECH    ON    THE    SIXTH   CHARGE.  633 

was  known  before  he  went  abroad,  and  better  known  by  his  conduct 
after,  to  be  a  man  of  the  most  distinguished  honour  that  ever  served 
his  majesty ;  he  served  his  majesty  in  a  military  situation  for  many 
years,  and  afterwards  in  that  high  civil  situation  in  India.  It  is 
known,  that  through  every  step  and  gradation  of  a  high  military 
service,  until  he  arrived  at  the  highest  of  all,  there  never  was  the 
least  blot  upon  him,  or  doubt,  or  suspicion  of  his  character ;  that 
his  temper  for  the  most  part,  and  his  manners  were  fully  answerable 
to  his  virtues,  and  a  noble  ornament  to  them ;  that  he  was  one  of 
the  best-natured,  best-bred  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  highest 
principled  men  to  be  found  in  his  majesty's  service ;  that  he  had 
passed  the  middle  time  of  life,  and  come  to  an  age  which  makes 
men  wise  in  general ;  so  that  he  could  be  warmed  by  nothing  but 
that  noble  indignation  at  guUt,  which  is  the  last  thing  that  ever  was 
or  will  be  extinguished  in  a  virtuous  mind.  He  was  a  man  whose 
voice  was  not  to  be  despised ;  but,  if  his  character  had  been  per- 
sonally as  contemptible  as  it  was  meritorious  and  honourable  in 
every  respect,  yet  his  situation  as  a  commissioner  named  by  an  act 
of  parliament  for  the  express  purpose  of  reforming  India  gave  him 
a  weight  and  consequence,  that  could  not  suffer  Mr.  Hastings, 
without  a  general  and  strong  presumption  of  his  guilt,  to  acquiesce 
in  such  recorded  minutes  from  him.  But  if  he  had  been  a  weak,  if 
he  had  been  an  intemperate  man — in  reality  he  was  as  cool,  steady, 
temperate,  judicious  a  man  as  ever  was  born, — the  court  of  direc- 
tors, to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  responsible  by  every  tie  and  every 
principle,  and  was  made  responsible  at  last  by  a  positive  act  of  par- 
hament  obliging  him  to  yield  obedience  to  their  commands  as  the 
general  rule  of  his  duty :  the  court  of  directors,  I  say,  perfectly 
approved  of  every  part  of  General  Clavering's,  Colonel  M  onsen's, 
and  Mr.  Francis's  conduct ;  they  approved  of  this  inquiry,  which 
Mr.  Hastings  rejected,  and  they  have  declared,  "  that  the  powers 
and  instructions  vested  in  and  given  to  General  Clavering  and  the 
other  gentlemen  were  such  as  fully  authorized  them  in  every  inquiry, 
that  seems  to  have  been  their  object'  *  *  *  *  Europeans." 
Now  after  the  supreme  authority,  to  which  they  were  to  appeal 
in  all  their  disputes,  had  passed  this  judgment  upon  this  very 
inquiry,  the  matter  no  longer  depended  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion; 
nor  could  he  be  longer  justified  in  attributing  that  to  evil  motives 
either  of  malice  or  passion  in  his  colleagues.  When  the  judges 
who  were  finally  to  determine  who  was  malicious,  who  was  passion- 
ate, who  was  or  was  not  justified,  either  in  setting  on  foot  the 
inquiry  or  resisting  it,  had  passed  that  judgment,  then  Mr.  Hast- 
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ings  was  called  upon  by  all  the  feelings  of  a  man,  and  by  his  duty 
in  council,  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  masters  the  directors,  who 
approved  of  the  zeal  and  diligence  shown  in  that  very  inquiry,  the 
passion  of  which  he  only  reprobated,  and  upon  which  he  grounded 
his  justification. 

If  any  thing  but  conscious  guilt  could  have  possibly  influenced  him 
to  such  more  than  patience  under  this  accusation,  let  us  see  what  was 
his  conduct  when  the  scene  was  changed.  General  Clavering,  fatigued 
and  broken  down  by.the  miseries  of  his  situation,  soon  afterwards  lost 
a  very  able  and  affectionate  colleague,  Colonel  Monson,  (whom  Mr. 
Hastings  states  to  be  one  of  the  bitterest  of  his  accusers,)  a  man  one  of 
the  most  loved  and  honoured  of  his  time ;  a  person  of  your  lordships' 
noble  blood,  and  a  person  who  did  honour  to  it,  and  if  he  had  been 
of  the  family  of  a  commoner,  well  deserved  to  be  raised  to  your  dis- 
tinction. When  that  man  died — died  of  a  broken  heart,  to  say 
nothing  else,  and  General  Clavering  felt  himself  in  a  manner  without 
help,  except  what  he  derived  from  the  firmness,  assiduity,  and 
patience  of  Mr.  Francis,  sinking  like  himself  under  the  exertion  of 
their  own  virtues,  he  was  resolved  to  resign  his  employment.  The 
court  of  directors  were  so  alarmed  at  this  attempt  of  his  to  resign 
his  employment,  that  they  wrote  thus :  "  when  you  conceived  the 
design  of  quitting  our  service,  we  imagine  you  could  not  have  heard 
of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Hastings*  *  *  *  *  your  zeal  and 
ability." 

My  lords,  in  this  struggle,  and  before  he  could  resign  finally, 
another  kind  of  resignation,  the  resignation  of  nature,  took  place, 
and  Sir  John  Clavering  died.  The  character  that  was  given  Sir 
John  Clavering  at  that  time,  is  a  seal  to  the  whole  of  his  proceed- 
ings, and  the  use  that  I  shall  make  of  it  your  lordships  will  see 
presently.  "  The  abilities  of  General  Clavering,  the  comprehensive 
knowledge  he  had  attained  of  our  affairs',  *  *  *  *  to  the 
East  India  Company." 

And  never  had  it  a  greater  loss.  There  is  the  concluding  funeral 
oration  made  by  his  masters  upon  a  strict,  though  by  no  means 
partial,  view  of  his  conduct.  My  lords,  here  is  the  man,  who  is  the 
great  accuser  of  ]Mr.  Hastings,  as  he  says :  what  is  he  ?  a  slight 
man,  a  man  of  mean  situation,  a  man  of  mean  talents,  a  man  of 
mean  character  ?  No,  of  the  highest  character.  '\\^as  he  a  person 
whose  conduct  was  disapproved  by  their  common  superiors  ?  No ; 
it  was  approved  when  living,  and  ratified  when  dead.  This  was 
the  man,  a  man  equal  to  him  in  every  respect,  upon  the  supposed 
evil  motives  of  whom  alone  was  founded  the  sole  justification  of 
^Ir.  Hastings. 

*  Document  wanting.  s  Document  wanting. 
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But  be  it  then,  that  Sir  John  Olavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and 
Mr.  Francis,  were  all  of  them  the  evil-minded  persons  that  he 
describes  them  to  be ;  and  that  from  dislike  to  them,  from  a  kind 
of  manly  resentment,  if  you  please,  against  such  persons,  a  hatred 
against  malicious  proceedings,  and  a  defiance  of  them,  he  did  not 
think  proper,  as  he  states,  to  make  his  defence  during  that  period 
of  time,  and  while  oppressed  by  that  combination,  yet,  when  he 
got  rid  of  the  two  former  persons,  and  when  Mr.  Francis  was 
nothing ;  when  the  whole  majority  was  in  his  hand,  and  he  was  in 
full  power,  there  was  a  large  open  full  field  for  inquiry ;  and  he  was 
bound  to  re-institute  that  inquiry,  and  to  clear  his  character  before 
his  judges  and  before  his  masters.  Mr.  Hastings  says.  No  ;  they 
have  threatened  me  with  a  prosecution,  and  I  reserve  myself  for  a 
court  of  justice. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  now  at  length  taken  a  ground,  as  you  will  see 
from  all  his  writings,  which  makes  aU  explanation  of  his  conduct  in 
this  business  absolutely  impossible.  For,  in  the  first  place,  he 
says,  as  a  prosecution  is  meditated  against  me,  I  will  say  nothing 
in  explanation  of  my  conduct,  because  I  might  disclose  my  defence, 
and,  by  that  means,  do  myself  a  prejudice.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  the  prosecution  is  dropped,  as  we  all  know  it  was  dropped  in 
this  case,  then  he  has  a  direct  contrary  reason,  but  it  serves  him 
just  as  well.  Why,  as  no  prosecution  is  intended,  no  defence  need 
be  made :  so  that  whether  a  prosecution  is  intended,  or  a  pro- 
secution dropped,  there  is  always  cause  why  Mr.  Hastings  should 
not  give  the  court  of  directors  the  least  satisfaction  concerning  his 
conduct,  notwithstanding,  as  we  shall  prove,  he  has  reiteratedly 
promised,  and  promised  it  in  the  most  ample  and  liberal  manner. 
But  let  us  see  if  there  be  any  presumption  in  his  favour  to  rebut 
the  presumption,  which  he  knew  was  irresistible,  and  which  by 
making  no  defence  for  his  conduct,  and  stopping  the  inquiry,  must 
necessarily  lie  upon  him.  He  reserves  his  defence,  but  he  promises 
both  defence  and  explanation. 

Your  lordships  will  remark  that  there  is  no-  where  a  clear  and 
positive  denial  of  the  fact.  Promising  a  defence,  I  wUl  admit, 
does  not  directly  and  ex  vi  termini  suppose  that  a  man  may  not 
deny  the  fact,  because  it  is  just  compatible  with  the  defence ;  but 
it  does  by  no  means  exclude  the  admission  of  the  fact,  because  the 
admission  of  the  fact  may  be  attended  with  a  justification ;  but 
when  a  man  says  that  he  will  explain  his  conduct  with  regard  to  a 
fact,  then  he  admits  that  fact,  because  there  can  be  no  explanation 
of  a  fact  which  has  no  existence.  Therefore,  Mr.  Hastings  admits 
the  fact  by  promising  an  explanation,  and  he  shows  he  has  no 
explanation   nor  justification   to   give  by  never  having  given  it. 
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Goaded,  provoked,  and  called  upon  for  it  in  the  manner  I  have 
mentioned,  he  chooses  to  have  a  feast  of  disgrace,  if  I  may  say  so ; 
to  have  a  riot  of  infamy  served  up  to  him  day  by  day  for  a  course 
of  years  in  every  species  of  reproach,  that  could  be  given  by  his 
colleagues,  and  by  the  court  of  directors,  from  whom,  he  says,  I 
received  nothing  but  opprobrious  and  disgraceful  epithets,  and  he 
says  "  that  his  predecessors  possessed  more  of  their  confidence  than 
he  had." 

Yet  for  years  he  lay  down  in  that  sty  of  disgrace,  fattening  in 
it ;  feeding  upon  that  ofial  of  disgrace  and  excrement,  upon  every 
thing  that  could  be  disgraceful  to  the  human  mind,  rather  than 
deny  the  fact,  and  put  himself  upon  a  civil  justification.  Infamy 
was  never  incurred  for  nothing.  We  know  very  well  what  was 
said  formerly, 

"  Populus  me  sibilat ;  at  mihi  plaudo 
Ipse  domi,  simnl  ac  nummos  eontemplor  in  arc4." 

And  never  did  a  man  submit  to  infamy  for  any  thing  but  its  true 
reward,  money.  Money  he  received,  the  infamy  he  received  along 
with  it ;  he  was  glad  to  take  his  wife  vsdth  all  her  goods ;  he  took 
her  with  her  full  portion ;  with  every  species  of  infamy  that 
belonged  to  her ;  and  your  lordships  cannot  resist  the  opinion  that 
he  would  not  have  suffered  himself  to  be  disgraced  with  the  court 
of  directors,  disgraced  with  his  colleagues,  disgraced  with  the 
world,  disgraced  upon  an  eternal  record,  unless  he  was  absolutely 
guilty  of  the  fact  that  was  charged  upon  him. 

He  frequently  expresses  that  he  reserves  himself  for  a  court  of 
justice.  Does  he,  my  lords!  I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Hastings  .should 
show  that  he  always  mistakes  his  situation ;  he  has  totally  mis- 
taken it :  he  was  a  servant  bound  to  give  a  satisfactory  account 
of  his  conduct  to  his  masters  ;  and  instead  of  that  he  considers 
himself  and  the  court  of  directors  as  litigant  parties ;  them  as  the 
accusers,  and  himself  as  the  culprit.  What  would  your  lordships 
m  private  life  conceive  of  a  steward,  who  was  accused  of  embez- 
zling the  rents,  robbing  and  oppressing  the  tenants,  and  committing 
a  thousand  misdeeds  in  his  stewardship,  and  who  upon  your  wish- 
ing to  make  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  and  asking  an  explanation 
of  it,  should  answer,  I  wiU  give  no  reply :  you  may  intend  to  pro- 
secute me,  and  convict  me  as  a  cheat,  and  therefore  I  will  not  give 
you  any  satisfaction;  what  would  you  think  of  that  steward? 
You  could  have  no  doubt  that  such  a  steward  was  a  person  not  fit 
to  be  a  steward,  nor  fit  to  live. 

Mr.  Hastings  reserves  himself  for  a  court  of  justice ;  that  single 
circumstance,  my  lords,  proves  that  he  was  guilty.  It  may  appear 
very  odd  that  his  guilt  should  be  inferred  from  his  desire  of  trial  in 
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a  court,  in  which  he  could  be  acquitted  or  condemned.  But  I 
shall  prove  to  you  from  that  circumstance  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
desiring  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  justice,  convicts  himself  of  pre- 
sumptive guilt. 

When  Mr.  Hastings  went  to  Bengal  in  the  year  1772,  he  had 
a  direction  exactly  similar  to  this,  which  he  has  resisted  in  his  own 
case ;  it  was  to  inquire  into  grievances  and  abuses.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  direction  he  proposes  a  plan  for  the  regulation  of 
the  company's  service,  and  one  part  of  that  plan  was  just  what 
you  would  expect  from  him,  that  is,  the  power  of  destroying  every 
company's  servant  without  the  least  possibility  of  his  being  heard 
in  his  own  defence,  or  taking  any  one  step  to  justify  himself,  and 
of  dismissing  him  at  his  own  discretion :  and  the  reason  he  gives 
for  it  is  this :  "  I  shall  forbear  to  comment  upon  the  above  pro- 
positions :  if  just  and  proper,  their  utility  will  be  self-apparent  : 
one  clause  only  in  the  last  article  may  require  some  explanation, 
namely,  the  power  proposed  for  the  governor  of  recalling  any  per- 
son from  his  station  without  assigning  a  reason  for  it.  In  the 
charge  of  oppression,"  (now  here  you  will  find  the  reason  why  Mr. 
Hastings  wishes  to  appeal  to  a  court  of  justice,  rather  than  to  give 
satisfaction  to  his  employers,)  "  though  supported  by  the  cries  of 
the  people,  and  the  most  authentic  representations,  it  is  yet  im- 
possible in  most  cases  to  obtain  legal  proofs  of  it ;  and  unless  the 
discretionary  power,  which  I  have  recommended,  be  somewhere 
lodged,  the  assurance  of  impunity  from  any  formal  inquiry  will 
baffle  every  order  of  the  board,  as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fear  of 
the  consequence  will  restrain  every  man  within  the  bounds  of  his 
duty,  if  he  knows  himself  liable  to  suffer  by  the  effects  of  a  single 
control."  You  see  Mr.  Hastings  himself  is  of  opinion  that  the  cries 
of  oppression,  though  extorted  from  a  whole  people  by  the  iron  hand 
of  severity :  that  these  cries  of  a  whole  people  attended  even  with 
authentic  documents,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  any  man, 
may  be  totally  insufficient  to  convict  the  oppressor  in  a  court ;  and 
yet  to  that  court,  whose  competence  he  denies,  to  that  very  court 
he  appeals,  in  that  he  puts  his  trust,  and  upon  that  ground  he 
refuses  to  perform  the  just  promise  he  had  given  of  any  explanation 
to  those  who  had  employed  him. 

Now  I  put  this  to  your  lordships ;  if  a  man  is  of  opinion  that  no 
public  court  can  truly  and  properly  bring  him  to  any  account  for 
his  conduct ;  that  the  forms  observable  in  courts  are  totally  adverse 
to  it ;  that  there  is  a  general  incompetency  with  regard  to  such  a 
court ;  and  yet  shuns  a  tribunal  capable  and  competent,  and  applies 
to  that  which  he  thinks  is  incapable  and  incompetent,  does  not 
that  man  plainly  show  that  he  has  rejected  what  he  thinks  will 
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prove  his  guilt,  and  that  he  has  chosen  what  he  thinks  will  be 
utterly  insufficient  to  prove  it?  And  if  this  be  the  case,  as  he 
asserts  it  to  be,  with  an  under  servant,  think  what  must  be  the 
case  of  the  upper  servant  of  all ;  for  if  an  inferior  servant  is  not 
to  be  brought  to  justice,  what  must  be  the  situation  of  a  governor- 
general?  It  is  impossible  not  to  see,  that,  as  he  had  conceived 
that  a  court  of  justice  had  not  sufficient  means  to  bring  his  crimes 
to  hght  and  detection,  nor  sufficient  to  bring  him  to  proper  and 
adequate  punishment,  therefore  he  flew  to  a  court  of  justice,  not  as 
a  place  to  decide  upon  him,  but  as  a  sanctuary  to  secure  his  guilt. 
Most  of  your  lordships  have  travelled  abroad,  and  have  seen  in  the 
unreformed  countries  of  Europe  churches  filled  with  persons  who 
take  sanctuary  in  them.  You  do  not  presume  that  a  man  is  inno- 
cent because  he  is  in  a  sanctuary ;  you  know,  that  so  far  from 
demonstrating  his  innocence  it  demonstrates  his  guilt ;  and,  in  this 
case,  Mr.  Hastings  flies  not  to  a  court  for  trial,  but  as  a  sanctuary 
to  secure  him  from  it. 

Let  us  just  review  the  whole  of  his  conduct ;  let  us  hear  how 
Mr.  Hastings  has  proceeded  with  regard  to  this  whole  affair.  The 
court  of  justice  dropped  ;  the  persecution  in  Bengal  ended.  With 
Sir  Elijah  Impey  as  chief  justice,  who,  as  your  lordships  have  seen, 
had  a  most  close  and  honourable  connexion  with  the  governor- 
general,  (all  the  circumstances  of  which  I  need  not  detail  to  you, 
as  it  must  be  fresh  in  your  lordships'  memory,)  he  had  not  much  to 
fear  from  the  impartiality  of  the  court.  He  might  be  sure  the 
forms  of  law  would  not  be  strained  to  do  him  mischief;  therefore 
there  was  no  great  terror  in  it ;  but  whatever  terror  there  might 
be  in  it  was  overblown,  because  his  colleagues  refused  to  carry  him 
into  it,  and  therefore  that  opportunity  of  defence  is  gone.  In 
Europe  he  was  afraid  of  making  any  defence,  but  the  prosecution 
here  was  also  soon  over ;  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  takes 
this  ground  of  justification  for  not  giving  any  explanation,  that 
the  court  of  directors  had  received  perfect  satisfection  of  his  inno- 
cence ;  and  he  named  persons  of  great  and  eminent  character  in 
the  profession,  whose  names  certainly  cannot  be  mentioned  without 
highly  imposing  upon  the  prejudices  and  weighing  down  almost  the 
reason  of  mankind.  He  quotes  their  opinions  in  his  favour,  and 
argues  that  the  exculpation  which  they  give,  or  are  supposed  to 
give  him,  should  excuse  him  from  any  further  explanation. 

My  lords,  I  believe  I  need  not  say  to  great  men  of  the  profession, 
many  of  the  first  ornaments  of  which  I  see  before  me,  that  they 
are  very  little  influenced  in  the  seat  of  judgment  by  the  opinions 
which  they  have  given  in  the  chamber,  and  they  are  perfectly  in 
the  right ;  because  while  in  the  chamber  they  hear  but  one  part  of 
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the  cause  ;  it  is  generally  brought  before  them  in  a  very  partial 
manner,  and  they  have  not  the  lights  which  they  possess  when 
they  sit  deliberately  down  upon  the  tribunal  to  examine  into  it ; 
and  for  this  reason  they  discharge  their  minds  from  every  prejudice 
that  may  have  arisen  from  a  foregone  partial  opinion,  and  come 
uninfluenced  by  it  as  to  a  new  cause.  This,  we  know,  is  the  glory 
of  the  great  lawyers  who  have  presided,  and  do  preside,  in  the 
tribunals  of  this  country ;  but  we  know  at  the  same  time,  that 
those  opinions  (which  they  in  their  own  mind  reject,  unless  sup- 
ported afterwards  by  clear  and  authentic  testimony)  do  weigh  upon 
the  rest  of  mankind  at  least ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  separate  the 
opinion  of  a  great  and  learned  man  from  some  consideration  of  the 
person  who  has  delivered  that  opinion. 

Mr.  Hastings  being  conscious  of  this,  and  not  fearing  the  tri- 
bunal abroad  for  the  reason  that  I  gave  you,  namely,  his  belief  that 
it  was  not  very  adverse  to  him ;  and  also  knowing  that  the  prose- 
cution there  was  dropped,  had  but  one  thing  left  for  his  considera- 
tion, which  was,  how  he  should  conflict  with  the  tribunal  at  home : 
and,  as  the  prosecution  must  originate  from  the  court  of  directors, 
and  be  authorized  by  some  great  law  opinions,  the  great  point 
with  him  was,  some  way  or  other  by  his  party,  I  will  not  say  by 
what  means  or  circumstances,  but  by  some  party  means,  to  secure 
a  strong  interest  in  the  executive  part  of  the  India  House.  My 
lords,  was  that  interest  used  properly  and  fairly  ?  I  will  not  say, 
that  friendship  and  partiahty  imply  injustice ;  they  certainly  do 
not ;  but  they  do  not  imply  justice.  The  court  of  directors  took 
up  this  affair  with  great  warmth  ;  they  committed  it  to  their  soli- 
citor, and  the  solicitor  would  naturally  (as  most  solicitors  do)  draw 
up  a  case  a  little  favourably  for  the  persons  that  employed  him ; 
and  if  there  was  any  leaning,  which  upon  my  word  I  do  not  approve 
in  the  management  of  any  cause  whatever,  yet  if  there  was  a 
leaning,  it  must  be  a  leaning  for  the  client. 

Now  the  counsel  did  not  give  a  decided  opinion  against  the  pro- 
secution, but,  upon  the  face  of  the  case,  they  expressed  great 
doubts  upon  it ;  for  with  such  a  strange,  disorderly,  imperfect,  and 
confused  case  as  was  laid  before  them,  they  could  not  advise  a 
prosecution ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  they  went  no  further ;  and  indeed 
upon  that  case  that  went  before  them,  I,  who  am  authorized  by  the 
commons  to  prosecute,  do  admit,  that  a  great  doubt  might  lie  upon 
the  most  deciding  mind,  whether,  under  the  circumstances  there 
stated,  a  prosecution  could  be  or  ought  to  be  pursued.  I  do  not 
say  which  way  my  mind  would  have  turned  upon  that  very  imper- 
fect state  of  the  case ;  but  I  still  allow  so  much  to  their  very  great 
ability,  great  minds,  and  sound  judgment,  that  I  am  not  sure,  if  it 
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was  res  Integra,  I  would  not  have  rather  hesitated  myself  (who  am 
now  here  an  accuser)  what  judgment  to  give. 

It  does  happen  that  there  are  very  singular  circumstances  in  this 
business  to  which  your  lordships  will  advert ;  and  you  will  consider 
what  weight  they  ought  to  have  upon  your  lordships'  minds.  The 
person,  who  is  now  the  solicitor  of  the  company,  is  a  very  respect- 
able man  in  the  profession — Mr.  Smith ;  he  was  at  that  time  also 
the  company's  solicitor,  and  he  has  since  appeared  in  this  cause  as 
Mr.  Hastings's  solicitor.  Now  there  is  something  particular  in  a 
man's  being  the  soUcitor  to  a  party  who  was  prosecuting  another, 
and  continuing  afterwards  in  his  office,  and  becoming  the  solicitor 
to  the  party  prosecuted.  It  would  be  nearly  as  strange  as  if  our 
solicitor  were  to  be  the  solicitor  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  this  prosecu- 
tion and  trial  before  your  lordships.  It  is  true,  that  we  cannot 
make  out,  nor  do  we  attempt  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Smith  was,  at 
that  time,  actually  Mr.  Hastings's  solicitor:  all  that  we  shall 
attempt  to  make  out  is,  that  the  case  he  produced  was  just  such 
a  case  as  a  solicitor,  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  his  client,  and 
not  anxious  for  the  prosecution,  would  have  made  out.  My  lords, 
I  have  next  to  remark,  that  the  opinion  which  the  counsel  gave  in 
this  case,  namely,  a  very  doubtful  opinion,  accompanied  with  strong 
censure  of  the  manner  in  which  the  case  was  stated,  was  drawn 
from  them  by  a  case  in  which  I  charge  that  there  were  misrepre- 
sentation, siijf>pression,  anA  falsification. 

Now,  my  lords,  in  making  this  charge  I  am  in  a  very  awkward 
and  unpleasant  situation ;  but  it  is  a  situation  in  which,  with  all 
the  disagreeable  circumstances  attending  it,  I  must  proceed.  I 
am,  in  this  business,  obhged  to  name  many  men :  I  do  not  name 
them  wantonly,  but  from  the  absolute  necessity,  as  your  lordships 
will  see,  of  the  case.  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  this  gentle- 
man ;  I  beheve,  at  the  time  when  he  made  this  case,  and  especially 
the  article  which  I  state  as  a,  falsification,  he  must  have  trusted  to 
some  of  the  servants  of  the  company,  who  were  but  young  in  their 
service  at  that  time.  There  was  a  very  great  error  committed,  but 
by  whom,  or  how,  your  lordships  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry  will 
find.  What  I  charge  first  is,  that  the  case  was  improperly  stated ; 
secondly,  that  it  was  partially  stated ;  and  tliat  afterwards,  a  further 
report  was  made  upon  reference  to  the  same  officer  in  the  com- 
mittee. Now,  my  lords,  of  the  three  charges  which  I  have  made, 
the  two  former,  namely,  the  misrepresentation  and  suppression, 
were  applicable  to  the  case ;  but  all  the  three,  misrepresentation, 
suppression,  and  falsification,  were  applicable  to  the  report. 

This  I  say  in  vindication  of  the  opinions  given,  and  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public,  who  may  be  imposed  upon  by  them.     I  wish 
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the  word  to  be  understood  :  when  I  say  imposed,  I  always  mean  by 
it  the  weight  and  authority  carried  ;  a  meaning  which  this  word 
perhaps  has  not  got  yet  thoroughly  in  the  English  language  ;  but 
in  a  neighbouring  language  imposing  means,  that  it  weighs  upon 
men's  minds  with  a  sovereign  authority.  To  say  that  the  opinions 
of  learned  men,  though  even  thus  obtained,  may  not  have  weight 
with  this  court  or  with  any  court,  is  a  kind  of  compliment  I  cannot 
pay  to  them  at  the  expense  of  that  common  nature,  in  which  I  and 
all  human  beings  are  involved. 

He  states  in  the  case  the  covenants  and  the  salary  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, and  his  emoluments,  very  fairly.  I  do  not  object  to  any  part 
of  that.  He  then  proceeds  to  state  very  partially  the  business 
upon  which  the  committee  of  circuit  went,  and  without  opening 
whose  conduct  we  cannot  fuUy  bring  before  you  this  charge  of 
bribery.  He  then  states,  "  that  an  inquiry  having  been  made  by 
the  present  supreme  council  of  Bengal,  respecting  the  conduct  of 
the  members  of  the  last  administration,  several  charges  have  been 
made,  stating  monies  very  improperly  received  by  Mr.  Hastings 
during  the  time  of  the  late  administration ;  amongst  these  is  one, 
of  his  having  received  150,000  rupees  of  Munny  Begum,  the  guar- 
dian of  the  nabob,  who  is  an  infant." 

In  this  statement  of  the  case,  every  thing  is  put  out  of  its  true 
place.  Mr.  Hastings  was  not  charged  with  receiving  a  lac  and  a 
half  of  rupees  from  Munny  Begum,  the  guardian  of  the  nabob,  for 
she  was  not  then  his  guardian  ;  but  he  was  charged  with  receiving 
a  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees  for  removing  the  nabob's  own  mother, 
who  was  his  natural  guardian,  and  substituting  this  step-mother, 
who  was  a  prostitute,  in  her  place ;  whereas  here  it  supposes  he 
found  her  a  guardian,  and  that  she  had  made  him  a  present,  which 
alters  the  whole  nature  of  the  case.  The  case,  in  the  recital  of  the 
charge,  sets  out  with  what  every  one  of  your  lordships  knows  now 
not  to  be  the  truth  of  the  fact,  nor  the  thing  that  in  itself  injplies 
the  criminality :  he  ought  to  have  stated  that  in  the  beginning  of 
the  business.  The  suppressions  in  the  recital  are  amazing :  he 
states  an  inquiry  having  been  made  by  the  supreme  council  of 
Bengal  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  last  adminis- 
tration. That  inquiry  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  charge, 
and  not  the  charge  brought  forward,  as  they  would  have  it  believed, 
in  consequence  of  the  inquiry.  There  is  no  mention  that  that 
inquiry  had  been  expressly  ordered  by  the  court  of  directors  ;  but 
it  is  stated,  as  though  it  was  a  voluntary  inquiry.  Now  there  is 
always  something  doubtful  in  voluntary  inquiries  with  regard  to  the 
people  concerned.  He  then  supposes  upon  this  inquiry  that  to  be 
the  charge  which  is  not  the  charge  at  all.     The  crime,  as  I  have 
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stated,  consisted  of  two  distinct  parts,  but  both  inferring  the  same 
corruption  :  the  first,  two  lac  of  rupees  taken  expressly  for  the 
nomination  of  this  woman  to  this  place  ;  and  the  other,  one  lac  and 
a- half  of  rupees,  in  effect  for  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the  name 
and  colour  of  an  entertainment.  The  drawer  of  the  case  finding 
that  in  the  one  case,  namely,  the  two  lac  of  rupees,  the  evidence 
was  more  weak,  but  that  no  justification  could  be  set  up ;  finding 
in  the  other,  the  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees,  the  proof  strong,  and  not 
to  be  resisted,  but  that  some  jastification  was  to  be  found  for  it, 
lays  aside  the  charge  of  the  two  lac  totally ;  and  the  evidence 
belonging  to  it,  which  was  considered  as  rather  weak,  is  applied  to 
the  other  charge  of  a  lac  and  a  half,  the  proof  of  which  upon  its 
own  evidence  was  irresistible. 

My  speech  I  hope  your  lordships  consider  as  only  pointing  out 
to  your  attention  these  particulars.  Your  lordships  will  see  it 
exemplified  throughout  the  whole,  that  when  there  is  evidence,  (for 
some  evidence  is  brought,)  that  does  belong  to  the  lac  and  a  half,  it 
is  entirely  passed  by,  the  most  material  circumstances  are  weakened, 
the  whole  strength  and  force  of  them  taken  away.  Every  one 
knows  how  true  it  is  of  evidence,  juncta  juvant :  but  here  every 
thing  is  broken  and  smashed  to  pieces,  and  nothing  but  disorder 
appears  through  the  whole.  For  your  lordships  will  observe,  that 
the  proof  that  belongs  to  one  thing,  is  put  as  belonging  to  another, 
and  the  proof  of  the  other  brought  in  a  weak  and  imperfect  manner 
in  the  rear  of  the  first,  and  with  every  kind  of  observation  to  rebut 
and  weaken  it ;  and  when  this  evidence  is  produced,  which  appears 
inapplicable  almost  in  all  the  parts,  in  many  doubtful,  confused,  and 
perplexed,  and  in  some  even  contradictory,  which  it  will  be  when 
the  evidence  to  one  thing  is  brought  to  apply  and  bear  upon 
another :  good  hopes  were  entertained  in  consequence,  that  that 
would  happen,  which  in  part  did  happen,  namely,  that  the  counsel, 
distracted  and  confased,  and  finding  no  satisfaction  in  the  case, 
could  not  advise  a  prosecution. 

But  what  is  still  more  material  and  weighty,  many  particulars 
are  suppressed  in  this  case,  and  still  more  in  the  report ;  and  turn- 
ing from  the  case  to  the  proceedings  of  the  persons  who  are  sup- 
posed to  have  the  management  of  the  inquiry,  they  bring  forward 
as  an  appendix  to  this  case,  Mr.  Hastings's  own  invectives  and 
charge  against  these  persons,  at  the  very  same  time  that  they  sup- 
press and  do  not  bring  forward,  either  in  the  charge  or  upon  the 
report,  what  the  other  party  have  said  in  their  own  justification. 
The  consequence  of  this  management  was,  that  a  body  of  e\ndence, 
which  would  have  made  this  case  the  clearest  in  the  world,  and 
which  I  hope  we  shall  make  to  appear  so  to  your  lordships,  was 
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rendered  for  the  most  part  inapplicable,  and  the  whole  puzzled  and 
confused :  I  say,  for  the  most  part,  for  some  parts  did  apply,  but 
miserably  applied  to  the  case.  From  their  own  state  of  the  case  they 
would  have  it  inferred,  that  the  fault  was  not  in  their  way  of  repre- 
senting it,  but  in  the  infirmity,  confusion,  and  disorder  of  the  proofs 
themselves ;  but  this,  I  trust  we  shall  satisfy  you,  is  by  no  means  the 
case.  I  rest,  however,  upon  the  proof  of  partiality  in  this  business, 
of  the  imposition  upon  the  counsel,  whether  designed  or  not,  and  of 
the  bias  given  by  adding  an  appendix  with  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
remarks  upon  the  case,  without  giving  the  reasons  of  the  other 
parties  for  their  conduct.  Now,  if  there  was  nothing  else  than  the 
fallacious  recital,  and  afterwards  the  suppression,  I  believe  any 
rational  and  sober  man  would  see  perfect,  good,  and  sufficient 
ground  for  laying  aside  any  authority  that  can  be  derived  from  the 
opinions  of  persons,  though  of  the  first  character :  (and  I  am  sure 
no  man  living  does  more  homage  to  their  learning,  impartiality,  and 
understanding,  than  I  do  :)  first,  because  the  statement  of  the  case 
has  thrown  the  whole  into  confusion ;  and  secondly,  as  to  the 
matter,  added  as  an  appendix,  which  gives  the  representation  of  the 
delinquent,  and  omits  the  representation  of  his  prosecutors,  it  is 
observed  very  properly  and  very  wisely  by  one  of  the  great  men, 
before  whom  this  evidence  was  laid,  that  "  the  evidence,  as  it  is 
here  stated,  is  still  more  defective,  if  the  appendix  is  adopted  by 
the  directors,  and  meant  to  make  a  part  of  the  case.  For  that 
throws  discredit  upon  all  the  information  so  collected."  Certainly 
it  does ;  for  if  the  delinquent  party  who  is  to  be  prosecuted,  be 
heard  with  his  own  representation  of  the  case,  and  that  of  his 
prosecutors  be  suppressed,  he  is  master  both  of  the  lawyers,  and  of 
the  mind  of  mankind. 

My  lords,  I  have  here  attempted  to  point  out  the  extreme  incon- 
sistencies and  defects  of  this  proceeding ;  and  I  wish  your  lordships 
to  consider,  with  respect  to  these  proceedings  of  the  India  House 
in  their  prosecutions,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  some  of  their  officers 
to  make  statements  in  the  manner  that  I  have  described,  then  to 
obtain  the  names  of  great  lawyers,  and  under  their  sanction  to  carry 
the  accused  through  the  world  as  acquitted. 

These  are  the  material  circumstances,  which  will  be  submitted  to 
your  lordships'  sober  consideration  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry.  I 
have  now  stated  them  on  these  two  accounts :  first,  to  rebut  the 
reason  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  assigned  for  not  giving  any  satis- 
faction to  the  court  of  directors,  namely,  because  they  did  not  want 
it,  having  dropped  a  prosecution  upon  great  authorities  and  opinions : 
and  next,  to  show  your  lordships  how  a  business,  begun  in  bribery, 
is  to  be  supported  only  by  fraud,  deceit,  and  collusion  ;  and  how  the 


544  IMPEACHMENT   OF    WAEREN   HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

receiving  of  bribes  by  a  governor-general  of  Bengal  tends  to  taint 
the  whole  service  from  beginning  to  end,  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

But  though  upon  the  partial  case,  that  was  presented  to  them, 
these  great  lawyers  did  not  advise  a  prosecution  ;  and  though  even 
upon  a  full  representation  of  a  case  a  lawyer  might  think  that  a 
man  ought  not  to  be  prosecuted,  yet  he  may  consider  him  to  be  the 
vilest  man  upon  earth.  We  know  men  are  acquitted  in  the  great 
tribunals,  in  which  .several  lords  of  this  country  have  presided,  and 
who,  perhaps,  ought  not  to  have  been  brought  there,  and  prosecuted 
before  them,  and  yet  about  whose  delinquency  there  could  be  no 
doubt.  But  though  we  have  here  sufficient  reason  to  justify  the 
great  lawyers,  whose  names  and  authorities  are  produced,  yet  Mr. 
Hastings  has  extended  that  authority  beyond  the  length  of  their 
opinions.  For  being  no  longer  under  the  terror  of  the  law,  which, 
he  said,  restrained  him  from  making  his  defence,  he  was  then  bound 
to  give  that  satisfaction  to  his  masters  and  the  world,  which  every 
man  in  honour  is  bound  to  do,  when  a  grave  accusation  is  brought 
against  him.  But  this  busine-ss  of  the  law  I  wish  to  sleep  from  this 
moment,  till  the  time  when  it  shall  come  before  you ;  though  I 
suspect,  and  have  had  reason  (sitting  in  committees  in  the  House 
of  Commons)  to  believe,  that  there  was  in  the  India  House  a  bond 
of  iniquity,  somewhere  or  other,  which  was  able  to  impose  in  the 
first  instance  upon  the  solicitor,  the  guilt  of  which  being  of  another 
nature  I  shall  state  hereafter,  that  your  lordships  may  be  able  to 
discover  through  whose  means,  and  whose  fraud,  Mr.  Hastings 
obtained  these  opinions. 

If,  however,  all  the  great  lawyers  had  been  unanimous  upon  that 
occasion,  still  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  say, 
I  cannot,  according  to  my  opinion,  be  brought  to  give  an  account 
in  a  court  of  justice,  and  I  have  got  great  lawyers  to  declare,  that 
upon  the  case  laid  before  them  they  cannot  advise  a  prosecution ; 
but  now  is  the  time  for  me  to  come  forward,  and  being  no  longer  in 
fear  that  my  defence  may  be  turned  against  me,  I  will  produce  my 
defence  for  the  satisfaction  of  my  masters,  and  the  vindication  of 
my  own  character.  But  besides  this  doubtful  opinion,  for  I  believe 
your  lordships  will  find  it  no  better  than  a  doubtful  opinion,  given 
by  persons  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  honour,  and  given  with  a 
strong  censure  upon  the  state  of  the  case,  there  were  also  some 
great  lawyers,  men  of  great  authority  in  the  kingdom,  who  gave  a 
full  and  decided  opinion,  that  a  prosecution  ought  to  be  instituted 
against  him;  but  the  court  of  directors  decided  otherwise,  they 
over-ruled  those  opinions,  and  acted  upon  the  opinions  in  favour  of 
Mt.  Hastings.     When,  therefore,  he  knew,  that  the  great  men  in 
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the  law  were  divided  upon  the  propriety  of  a  prosecution,  but  that 
the  directors  had  decided  in  his  favour,  he  was  the  more  strongly 
bound  to  enter  into  a  justification  of  his  conduct. 

But  there  was  another  great  reason,  which  should  have  induced 
him  to  do  this ;  one  great  lawyer,  known  to  many  of  your  lordships, 
Mr.  Sayer,  a  very  honest  inteUigent  man,  who  had  long  served  the 
company,  and  well  knew  their  affairs,  had  given  an  opinion  con- 
cerning Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  in  stopping  these  prosecutions. 
There  was  an  abstract  question  put  to  Mr.  Sayer,  and  other  great 
lawyers,  separated  from  many  of  the  circumstances  of  this  business, 
concerning  a  point  which  incidentally  arose;  and  this  was,  whether 
Mr.  Hastings,  as  governor-general,  had  a  power  so  to  dissolve  the 
council,  that  if  he  declared  it  dissolved  they  could  not  sit,  and  do 
any  legal  and  regular  act.  It  was  a  great  question  with  the  lawyers 
at  the  time,  and  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  on  it.  Mr.  Sayer 
was  one  of  those  who  were  inclined  to  be  of  opinion  that  the 
governor-general  had  a  power  of  dissolving  the  council,  and  that  the 
council  could  not  legally  sit  after  such  dissolution ;  but  what  was 
his  remark  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  ?  and  you  must  suppose 
his  remark  of  more  weight,  because,  upon  the  abstract  question,  he 
had  given  his  opinion  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings's  judgment.  "  The 
meeting  of  the  council  depends  on  the  pleasure  of  the  governor  : 
and  I  think  the  duration  of  it  must  do  so  too.  But  it  was  as  great 
a  crime  to  dissolve  the  council  upon  base  and  sinister  motives,  as  it 
would  be  to  assume  the  power  of  dissolving,  if  he  had  it  not.  I 
believe  he  is  the  first  governor  that  ever  dissolved  a  council  inquiring 
into  his  behaviour,  when  he  was  innocent.  Before  he  could  summon 
three  councils,  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to  consider 
what  would  be  the  result  of  such  conduct,  to  convince  every  hody, 
beyond  a  doubt,  of  Ms  conscious  guilt.'''' 

ISIr.  Sayer,  then,  among  other  learned  people  (and  if  he  had  not 
been  the  man  that  I  have  described,  yet  from  his  intimate  con- 
nexion with  the  company  his  opinion  must  be  supposed  to  have 
great  weight),  having  used  expressions  as  strong  as  the  persons 
who  have  ever  criminated  Mr.  Hastings  most  for  the  worst  of  his 
crimes,  have  ever  used  to  qualify  and  describe  them,  and'  having 
ascribed  his  conduct  to  base  and  sinister  motives,  he  was  bound 
upon  that  occasion  to  justify  that  strong  conduct  allowed  to  be  legal, 
and  charged,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  violent.  Mr.  Hastings  was 
obliged  then  to  produce  something  in  his  justification:  he  never  did. 
Therefore,  for  all  the  reasons  assigned  by  himself,  drawn  from  the 
circumstances  of  prosecution  and  non-prosecution,  and  from  opinions 
of  lawyers  and  colleagues ;  the  court  of  directors  at  the  same  time 
censuring  his  conduct,  and  strongly  applauding  the  conduct  of  those 

VOL.    VII.  N    n 
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who  were  adverse  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings  was,  I  say,  from  those  accu- 
mulated circumstances,  bound  to  get  rid  of  the  infamy  of  a  conduct 
which  could  be  attributed  to  nothing  but  base  and  sinister  motives, 
and  which  could  have  no  eifect  but  to  convince  men  of  his  con- 
sciousness that  he  was  guilty.  From  all  these  circumstances  I 
infer  that  no  man  could  have  endured  this  load  of  infamy,  and,  to 
this  time,  have  given  no  explanation  of  his  conduct,  unless  for  the 
reason  which  this  learned  counsel  gives,  and  which  your  lordships 
and  the  world  will  give,  namely,  his  conscious  guilt. 

After  leaving  upon  your  minds  that  presumption,  not  to  operate 
without  proof,  but  to  operate  along  with  the  proof,  (though,  I 
take  it,  there  are  some  presumptions  that  go  the  full  length  of 
proof,)  I  shall  not  press  it  to  the  length  to  which  I  think  it  would 
go,  but  use  it  only  as  auxiliary,  assisting,  and  compurgatory  of  all 
the  other  evidences  that  go  along  with  it. 

There  is  another  circumstance  which  must  come  before  your 
lordships  in  this  business.  If  you  find  that  Mr.  Hastings  has 
received  the  two  lac  of  rupees,  then  you  will  find  that  he  was 
guilty,  without  colour  or  pretext  of  any  kind  whatever,  of  acting  in 
violation  of  his  covenant,  of  acting  in  violation  of  the  laws,  and  all 
the  rules  of  honour  and  conscience.  If  you  find  that  he  has  taken 
the  lac  and  a  half,  which  he  admits,  but  which  he  justifies  under 
the  pretence  of  an  entertainment,  I  shall  beg  to  say  something  to 
your  lordships  concerning  that  justification. 

The  justification  set  up  is,  that  he  went  up  from  Calcutta  to 
Moorshedabad,  and  paid  a  visit  of  three  months,  and  that  there  an 
allowance  was  made  to  him  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  day  in  lieu 
of  an  entertainment.  Now,  my  lords,  I  leave  it  to  you  to  deter- 
mine, if  there  was  such  a  custom,  whether  or  no  his  covenant 
justifies  his  conformity  with  it.  I  remember  Lord  Coke,  talking 
of  the  Brehon  law  in  Ireland,  says  it  is  no  law,  but  a  lewd  custom. 
A  governor  is  to  conform  himself  to  the  laws  of  his  own  country, 
to  the  stipulations  of  those  that  employ  him,  and  not  to  the  lewd 
customs  of  any  other  country :  those  customs  are  more  honoured 
in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance.  If  Mr.  Hastings  was  really 
feasted  and  entertained  with  the  magnificence  of  the  country,  if 
there  was  an  entertainment  of  dancing-girls  brought  out  to  amuse 
him  in  his  leisure  hours,  if  he  was  feasted  with  the  hooka  and  every 
other  luxury,  there  is  something  to  be  said  for  him,  though  I  should 
not  justify  a  governor- general  wasting  his  days  in  that  manner. 
But  in  fact  here  was  no  entertainment  that  could  amount  to 
such  a  sum ;  and  he  has  no  where  proved  the  existence  of  such 
a  custom. 

But  if  such  a  custom  did  exist,  which  I  contend  is  more  honoured 
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in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance,  that  custom  is  capable  of 
being  abused  to  the  grossest  extortion  ;  and  that  it  was  so  abused, 
will  strike  your  lordships'  minds  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  hardly 
need  detail  the  circumstances  of  it.  What !  200?.  to  be  given  to 
a  man  for  one  day's  entertainment  2  If  there  is  an  end  of  it  there 
it  ruins  nobody,  and  cannot  be  supposed,  to  a  great  degree,  to 
corrupt  any  body ;  but  when  that  entertainment  is  renewed,  day 
after  day,  for  three  months,  it  is  no  longer  a  comphment  to  the 
man,  but  a  great  pecuniary  advantage  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
the  person  giving  it,  a  grievous,  an  intolerable  burden.  It  then 
becomes  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  and  dreadful  extortion, 
tending  to  hinder  the  people  who  give  it,  not  only  from  giving 
entertainment,  but  from  having  bread  to  eat  themselves.  There- 
fore, if  any  such  entertainment  was  customary,  the  custom  was 
perverted  by  the  abuse  of  its  being  continued  for  three  months 
together.  It  was  longer  than  Ahasuerus's  feast.  There  is  a  feast 
of  reason  and  a  flow  of  soul ;  but  Mr.  Hastings's  feast  was  a  feast 
of  avarice,  and  a  flow  of  money  :  no  wonder  he  was  unwilling  to 
rise  from  such  a  table ;  he  continued  to  sit  at  that  table  for  three 
months. 

In  his  covenant  he  is  forbidden  expressly  to  take  any  allowance 
above  400^.,  and  forbidden  to  take  any  allowance  above  100?. 
without  the  knowledge,  consent,  and  approbation  of  the  council  to 
which  he  belongs: — now  he  takes  16,000?.,  not  only  without  the 
consent  of  the  council,  but  without  their  knowledge  ;  without  the 
knowledge  of  any  other  human  being : — it  was  kept  hid  in  the 
darkest  and  most  secret  recesses  of  his  own  black  agents  and 
confidants,  and  those  of  Munny  Begum.  Why  is  it  a  secret? 
Hospitality,  generosity,  virtues  of  that  kind,  are  full  of  display ; 
there  is  an  ostentation,  a  pomp  in  them ;  they  want  to  be  shown 
to  the  world,  not  concealed.  The  concealment  of  acts  of  charity 
is  what  makes  them  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  Him,  with  regard  to 
whom  there  can  be  no  concealment ;  but  acts  of  corruption  are 
kept  sealet,  not  to  keep  them  secret  from  the  eye  of  Him,  whom 
the  person  that  observes  the  secrecy  does  not  fear,  nor  perhaps 
believe  in ;  but  to  keep  them  secret  from  the  eyes  of  mankind, 
whose  opinions  he  does  fear  in  the  immediate  efiect  of  them,  and 
in  their  future  consequences.  Therefore,  he  had  but  one  reason  to 
keep  this  so  dark  and  profound  a  secret,  till  it  was  dragged  into 
day  in  spite  of  him ;  he  had  no  reason  to  keep  it  a  secret,  but  his 
knowing  it  was  a  proceeding  that  could  not  bear  the  hght.  Charity 
is  the  only  virtue  that  I  ever  heard  of,  that  derives  from  its  retire- 
ment any  part  of  its  lustre ;  the  others  require  to  be  spread  abroad 
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in  the  face  of  day.  Such  candles  should  not  be  hid  under  a  bushel, 
and,  like  the  illuminations  which  men  light  up  when  they  mean  to 
express  great  joy  and  great  magnificence  for  a  great  event,  their 
very  splendour  is  a  part  of  their  excellence.  We  upon  our  feasts 
light  up  this  whole  capital  city;  we  in  our  feasts  invite  all  the 
world  to  partake  them.  Mr.  Hastings  feasts  in  the  dark ;  Mr. 
Hastings  feasts  alone ;  Mr.  Hastings  feasts  like  a  wild  beast ;  he 
growls  in  the  corner  over  the  dying  and  the  dead,  like  the  tigers 
of  that  country,  who  drag  their  prey  into  the  jungles.  Nobody 
knows  of  it,  till  he  is  brought  into  judgment  for  the  flock  he  has 
destroyed.  His  is  the  entertainment  of  Tantalus ;  it  is  an  enter- 
tainment from  which  the  sun  hid  his  hght. 

But  was  it  an  entertainment  upon  a  visit  ?  Was  Mr.  Hastings 
upon  a  visit !  No ;  he  was  executing  a  commission  for  the  com- 
pany in  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moorshedabad,  and  by 
no  means  upon  a  visit  to  the  nabob.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
upon  something,  that  might  be  more  properly  called  a  visitation ; 
he  came  as  a  heavy  calamity,  like  a  famine  or  a  pestilence  on  a 
country  ;  he  came  there  to  do  the  severest  act  in  the  world,  as  he 
himself  expresses,  to  take  the  bread — literally  the  bread,  from 
above  a  thousand  of  the  nobles  of  the  country,  and  to  reduce  them 
to  a  situation  which  no  man  can  hear  of  without  shuddering. 
When  you  consider  that,  while  he  was  thus  entertained  himself, 
he  was  famishing  fourteen  hundred  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of 
the  country,  you  will  not  conceive  it  to  be  any  extenuation  of  his 
crimes,  that  he  was  there,  not  upon  a  visit,  but  upon  a  duty,  the 
harshest  that  could  be  executed,  both  to  the  persons  who  executed, 
and  the  people  who  suffered  from  it. 

It  is  mentioned  and  supposed  in  the  observations  upon  this  case, 
though  no  circumstances  relative  to  the  person,  or  the  nature  of 
the  visit,  are  stated,  that  this  expense  was  something  which  he 
might  have  charged  to  the  company,  and  did  not.  It  is  first  sup- 
posed by  the  learned  counsel,  who  made  the  observation,  that  it 
was  a  public,  allowed,  and  acknowledged  thing  ;  then,  tMfc  he  had 
not  charged  the  company  any  thing  for  it.  I  have  looked  into  that 
business :  in  the  first  place,  I  see  no  such  custom ;  and  if  there 
was  such  a  custom,  there  was  the  most  abusive  misemployment  of 
it.  I  find  that  in  that  year  there  was  paid  from  the  company's 
cash  account  to  the  governor's  travelling  charges  (and  he  had  no 
other  journey  at  that  end  of  the  year)  thirty  thousand  rupees, 
which  is  about  3000^. ;  and  when  we  consider  that  he  was  in  the 
receipt  of  near  30,000^.  besides  the  nazzers,  which  amounted  to 
several  thousand  a  year,  and  that  he  is  allowed  3000^.  by  the  com- 
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pany  for  his  travelling  expenses ; — is  it  right  to  charge  upon  the 
miserable  people,  whom  he  was  defrauding  of  their  bread,  16,000^. 
for  his  entertainment  ? 

I  find  that  there  are  also  other  great  sums  relative  to  the 
expenses  of  the  committee  of  circuit,  which  he  was  upon.  How 
much  of  them  is  applicable  to  him  I  know  not.  I  say,  that  the 
allowance  of  3000^.  was  noble  and  liberal ;  for  it  is  not  above  a 
day  or  two's  journey  to  Moorshedabad,  and  by  his  taking  his  road 
by  Kissenagore  he  could  not  be  longer.  He  had  a  salary  to  live 
upon,  and  he  must  live  somewhere ;  and  he  was  actually  paid 
3000?.  for  travelling  charges  for  three  months,  which  was  at  the 
rate  of  12,000?.  a  year — a  large  and  abundant  sum. 

If  you  once  admit  that  a  man  for  an  entertainment  shall  take 
sixteen  thousand  pounds,  there  never  will  be  any  bribe,  any  corrup- 
tion, that  may  not  be  justified  ;  the  corrupt  man  has  nothing  to  do 
but  to  make  a  visit,  and  then  that  very  moment  he  may  receive 
any  sum  under  the  name  of  this  entertainment ;  that  moment  his 
covenants  are  annulled,  his  bonds  and  obligations  destroyed,  the 
act  of  parliament  repealed,  and  it  is  no  longer  bribery ;  it  is  no 
longer  corruption,  it  is  no  longer  peculation ;  it  is  nothing  but 
thanks  for  obliging  inquiries,  and  a  compliment  according  to  the 
mode  of  the  country,  by  which  he  makes  his  fortune. 

What  hinders  him  from  renewing  that  visit?  If  you  support 
this  distinction,  you  will  teach  the  governor-general,  instead  of 
attending  his  business  at  the  capital,  to  make  journeys  through 
the  country,  putting  every  great  man  of  that  country  under  the 
most  ruinous  contributions  ;  and  as  this  custom  is  in  no  manner 
confined  to  the  governor-general,  but  extends,  as  it  must  upon 
that  principle,  to  every  servant  of  the  company  in  any  station 
whatever,  then,  if  each  of  them  were  to  receive  an  entertainment,  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  the  greatest  ravage  of  an  hostile  army 
could  not  indeed  destroy  the  country  more  entirely  than  the 
company's  servants  by  such  visits. 

Your  lordships  will  see  that  there  are  grounds  for  suspicion,  not 
supported  with  the  same  evidence,  but  with  evidence  of  great 
probability,  that  there  was  another  entertainment  given  at  the 
expense  of  another  lac  of  rupees  ;  and  there  is  also  great  probability 
that  Mr.  Hastings  received  two  lac  of  rupees,  and  Mr.  Middleton 
another  lac.  The  whole  of  the  nabob's  revenues  would  have  been 
exhausted  by  these  two  men,  if  they  had  stayed  there  a  whole  year ; 
and  they  stayed  three  months.  Nothing  will  be  secured  from  the 
company's  servants,  so  long  as  they  can  find,  under  this  name,  or 
under  pretence  of  any  corrupt  custom  of  the  country,  a  vicious 
excuse  for  this  corrupt  practice.     The  excuse  is  worse  than  the 
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thing  itself.  I  leave  it  then  with  your  judgment  to  decide,  whether 
you  will  or  not  (if  this  justification  comes  before  you)  establish  a 
principle,  which  would  put  all  Bengal  in  a  worse  situation  than  a 
hostile  army  could  do,  and  ruin  all  the  company's  servants  by  sending 
them  from  their  duty  to  go  round  robbing  the  whole  country  under 
the  name  of  entertainments. 

My  lords,  I  have  now  done  with  this  first  part;  namely,  the 
presumption  arising  from  his  refusal  to  make  any  defence,  on 
pretence  that  the  charge  brought  against  him  might  be  referred  to 
a  court  of  justice,  and  from  the  non-performance  of  his  promise 
to  give  satisfaction  to  his  employers ;  and  when  that  pretence 
was  removed,  still  refusing  to  give  that  satisfaction,  though  suffer- 
ing as  he  did  under  a  load  of  infamy  and  obloquy,  and  though 
urged  to  give  it  by  persons  of  the  greatest  character.  I  have 
stated  this  to  your  lordships  as  the  strongest  presumption  of 
guilt,  and  that  this  presumption  is  strengthened  by  the  very 
excuse,  which  he  fabricated  for  a  part  of  his  bribes,  when  he  knew 
that  the  proof  of  them  was  irresistible,  and  that  this  excuse  is 
a  high  aggravation  of  his  guilt ;  that  this  excuse  is  not  supported 
by  law,  that  it  is  not  supported  by  reason,  that  it  does  not  stand 
with  his  covenant,  but  carries  with  it  a  manifest  proof  of  corrup- 
tion ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  justified  by  any  principle,  custom,  or 
usage  whatever.  My  lords,  I  say  I  have  done  with  the  presump- 
tion arising  from  his  conduct  as  it  regarded  the  fact  specifically 
charged  against  him,  and  with  respect  to  the  relation  he  stood 
in  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  from  the  attempt  he  made  to 
justify  that  conduct.  I  beheve  your  lordships  will  think  both  one 
and  the  other  strong  presumptions  of  his  criminality,  and  of  his 
knowledge  that  the  act  he  was  doing  was  criminal. 

I  have  another  fact  to  lay  before  your  lordships,  which  affords 
a  further  presumption  of  his  guilt,  and  which  will  show  the  mis- 
chievous consequences  of  it ;  and  I  trust  your  lordships  will  not 
blame  me  for  going  a  little  into  it.  Your  lordships  know  we 
charge  that  the  appointment  of  such  a  woman  as  Mnnny  Begum 
to  the  guardianship  of  the  nabob,  to  the  superintendency  of  the 
civil  justice  of  the  country,  and  to  the  representation  of  the 
whole  government,  was  made  for  no  other  purpose,  than  that 
through  this  corrupt  woman  16,000^.  a  year,  the  whole  tattered 
remains  of  the  nabob's  grandeur,  might  be  a  prey  to  Mr.  Hastings  ; 
it  could  be  for  no  other.  Now  your  lordships  would  imagine,  that 
after  this,  knowing  he  was  already  grievously  suspected,  he  would 
have  abstained  from  giving  any  further  ground  for  suspicion  by 
a  repetition  of  the  same  acts  through  tlie  same  person ;  as  no 
other  reason  could  be  furnished  for  such  acts,  done  directly  con- 
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traiy  to  the  order  of  his  superiors,  but  that  he  was  actuated  by 
the  influence  of  bribery.  Your  lordships  would  imagine,  that 
when  this  Munny  Begum  was  removed  upon  a  charge  of  corrup- 
tion, Mr.  Hastings  would  have  left  her  quite  in  tranquil  obscurity, 
and  that  he  would  no  longer  have  attempted  to  elevate  her  into 
a  situation  which  furnished  against  himself  so  much  disgrace  and 
obloquy  to  himself,  and  concerning  which  he  stood  charged  with  a 
direct  and  positive  act  of  bribery.  Your  lordships  well  know,  that 
upon  the  deposition  of  that  great  magistrate,  Mahomet  Reza  Khan, 
this  woman  was  appointed  to  supply  his  place.  The  governor- 
general  and  council  (the  majority  of  them  being  then  Sir  John 
Olavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis)  had  made  a  provi- 
sional arrangement  for  the  time,  until  they  should  be  authorized  to 
fill  up  the  place  in  a  proper  manner.  Soon  after  there  came  from 
Europe  a  letter  expressing  the  satisfaction  which  the  court  of 
directors  had  received  in  the  acquittal  of  Mahomet  Reza  Khan, 
expressing  a  regard  for  his  character,  a  high  opinion  of  his  abilities, 
and  a  great  disposition  to  make  him  some  recompense  for  his 
extreme  suffering ;  and  accordingly  they  ordered  that  he  should 
be  again  employed.  Having  no  exact  ideas  of  the  state  of  employ- 
ments in  that  country,  they  made  a  mistake  in  the  specific  employ- 
ment for  which  they  named  him ;  for  being  a  Mahommedan,  and 
the  head  of  the  Mahommedans  in  that  country,  he  was  named  to 
an  office  which  must  be  held  by  a  Gentoo.  But  the  majority  I 
have  just  named,  who  never  endeavoured  by  any  base  and  delusive 
means  to  fly  from  their  duty,  or  not  to  execute  it  at  all,  because 
they  were  desired  to  execute  it  in  a  way  in  which  they  could  not 
execute  it,  followed  the  spirit  of  the  order;  and  finding  that 
Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  before  his  imprisonment  and  trial,  had  been 
in  possession  of  another  employment,  they  followed  the  spirit  of 
the  instructions  of  the  directors  and  replaced  him  in  that  employ- 
ment ;  by  which  means  there  was  an  end  put  to  the  government  of 
Munny  Begum  ;  the  country  reverted  to  its  natural  state,  and  men 
of  the  first  rank  in  the  country  were  placed  in  the  first  situations 
in  it.  The  seat  of  judicature  was  filled  with  wisdom,  gravity,  and 
learning,  and  Munny  Begum  sunk  into  that  situation,  into  which 
a  woman,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  practices  that  she  had 
been  engaged  in,  naturally  would  sink  at  her  time  of  life.  Mr. 
Hastings  resisted  this  appointment.  He  trifled  with  the  company's 
orders  on  account  of  the  letter  of  them,  and  endeavoured  to  dis- 
obey the  spirit  of  them.  However,  the  majority  overbore  him ; 
they  put  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  into  his  former  situation,  and  as  a 
proof  and  seal  to  the  honour  and  virtue  of  their  character,  there 
was  not  a  breath  of  suspicion  that  they  had  any  corrupt  motive 
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for  this  conduct.  They  were  odious  to  many  of  the  India  House 
here;  they  were  odious  to  that  corrupt  influence  which  had 
begun  and  was  going  on  to  ruin  India.  But  in  the  face  of  all  this 
odium,  they  gave  the  appointment  to  Mahomet  Reza  Kh4n,  be- 
cause the  act  contained  in  itself  its  own  justification.  Mr.  Hast- 
ings made  a  violent  protest  against  it,  and  resisted  it  to  the  best  of 
his  power,  always  in  favour  of  Munny  Begum,  as  your  lordships 
will  see.  Mr.  Hastings  sent  this  protest  to  the  directors ;  but 
the  directors,  as  soon  as  the  case  came  before  them,  acknowledged 
their  error,  and  praised  the  majority  of  the  council,  Sir  John 
Olavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  for  the  wise  and 
honourable  part  they  had  taken  upon  the  occa.sion,  by  obeying  the 
spirit  and  not  the  letter ;  commended  the  act  they  had  done ; 
confirmed  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  in  his  place  ;  and  to  prevent  that 
great  man  from  being  any  longer  the  sport  of  fortune,  any  longer 
the  play  of  avarice,  between  corrupt  governors  and  dancing-girls, 
they  gave  him  the  pledged  faith  of  the  company  that  he  should 
remain  in  that  office  as  long  as  his  conduct  deserved  their  protec- 
tion ;  it  was  a  good  and  a  honourable  tenure. 

My  lords,  soon  afterwards  there  happened  two  lamentable  deaths, 
first  of  Colonel  Monson,  afterwards  of  G-eneral  Clavering.  Thus 
Mr.  Hastings  was  set  loose  ;  there  was  an  inspection  and  a  watch 
upon  his  conduct,  and  no  more.  He  was  then  just  in  the  same 
situation  in  which  he  had  stood  in  1772.  What  does  he  do  ?  Even 
just  what  he  did  in  1772.  He  deposes  Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  not- 
withstanding the  company's  orders,  notwithstanding  their  pledged 
faith ;  he  turns  him  out,  and  makes  a  distribution  of  two  lacs  and  a 
half  of  rupees,  the  salary  of  that  great  magistrate,  in  the  manner  I 
will  now  show  your  lordships.  He  made  an  arrangement  consisting 
of  three  main  parts  ;  the  first  was  with  regard  to  the  women,  the 
next  with  regard  to  the  magistracy,  the  last  with  regard  to  the 
officers  of  state  of  the  household. 

The  first  person  that  occurred  to  Mr.  Hastings  was  Munny 
Begum,  and  he  gave  her,  not  out  of  that  part  of  the  nabob's  allow- 
ance which  was  to  support  the  seraglio,  but  out  of  the  allowance  of 
this  very  magistrate,  just  as  if  such  a  thing  had  been  done  here  out 
of  the  salary  of  a  lord  chancellor  or  a  lord  chief  justice  ; — out  of  the 
two  lacs  and  a  half  of  rupees,  that  is,  about  twenty-four  or  twenty- 
five  thousand  pounds  a  year,  he  ordered  an  allowance  to  be  made  to 
Munny  Begum  of  72,000  rupees  per  annum,  or  7200?.  a  year ;— for 
the  nabob's  own  mother,  whom  he  thrust  as  usual  into  a  subordi- 
nate situation,  he  made  an  allowance  of  3000?. ; — to  the  Suddur-ul- 
Huk  Khan,  which  is,  translated  into  English,  the  lord  chief 
justice,  he  allowed  the  same  sum  that  he  did  to  the  dancing-girl 
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(which  was  very  liberal  in  him,  and  I  am  rather  astonished  to  find 
it),  namely,  7200?.  a  year.  And  who  do  you  think  was  the  next 
public  officer  he  appointed  ?  It  was  the  rajah  Goordass,  the  son  of 
Nundcomar,  and  whose  testimony  he  has  attempted  both  before 
and  since  this  occasion  to  weaken.  To  him,  however,  he  gave  an 
employment  of  6000?.  a  year,  as  if  to  make  through  the  son  some 
compensation  to  the  manes  of  the  father.  And  in  this  manner  he 
distributes,  with  a  wild  and  liberal  profusion,  between  magistrates 
and  dancing-girls,  the  whole  spoil  of  Mahomet  Reza  Khan,  notwith- 
standing the  company's  direct  and  positive  assurance  given  to  him. 
Every  thing  was  done  at  the  same  time,  to  put,  as  it  was  before, 
into  the  hands  of  this  dancing-girl  the  miserable  nabob's  whole 
family ;  and,  that  the  fund  for  corruption  might  be  large  enough,  he 
did  not  take  the  money  for  this  dancing-girl  out  of  the  nabob's 
separate  revenue,  of  which  he  and  the  dancing-girl  had  the  private 
disposal  between  them.  Now,  upon  what  pretence  did  he  do  all 
this  ?  The  nabob  had  represented  to  Mr.  Hastings  that  he  was  now 
of  age  ;  that  he  was  an  independent  sovereign  prince ;  that  being 
independent  and  sovereign  in  his  situation,  and  being  of  full  age,  he 
had  a  right  to  manage  his  own  concerns  himself;  and  therefore  he 
desired  to  be  admitted  to  that  management :  and,  indeed,  my 
lords,  ostensibly,  and  supposing  him  to  have  been  this  independent 
prince,  and  that  the  company  had  no  authority,  or  had  never  exer- 
cised any  authority  over  him  through  Mr.  Hastings,  there  might  be 
a  good  deal  said  in  favour  of  this  request.  But  what  was  the  real 
state  of  the  case?  The  nabob  was  a  puppet  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Munny  Begum ;  and  you  will  find,  upon  pro- 
ducing the  correspondence,  that  he  confesses  that  she  was  the 
ultimate  object  and  end  of  this  request. 

I  think  this  correspondence,  wherein  a  son  is  made  to  petition,  in 
his  own  name,  for  the  elevation  of  a  dancing-girl,  his  step-mother, 
above  himself  and  every  body  else,  will  appear  to  your  lordships 
such  a  curiosity  as,  I  believe,  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  state  corre- 
spondence of  the  whole  world.  The  nabob  begins  thus  : — "  The 
excellency  of  that  policy,  by  which  her  highness  the  begum " 
— (meaning  Munny  Begum) — "  (may  her  shadow  be  far  extended) 
formerly,  during  the  time  of  her  administration,  transacted  the 
affairs  of  the  nizamut  in  the  very  best  and  most  advantageous 
manner,  was,  by  means  of  the  delusions  of  enemies,  disguised  under 
the  appearance  of  friends,  hidden  from  me.  Having  lately  seriously 
reflected  on  my  own  affairs,  I  am  convinced  that  it  was  the  effect  of 
maternal  affection,  was  highly  proper,  and  for  my  interest ;  and 
that  except  the  said  begum  is  again  invested  with  the  administra- 
tion, the  regulation  and  prosperity  of  this  family,  which  is  in  fact 
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her  own,  cannot  be  effected.  For  this  cause,  from  the  time  of  her 
suspension  until  now,  I  have  passed  my  time,  and  do  so  still,  in 
great  trouble  and  uneasiness.  As  all  af&irs,  and  particularly  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  this  family,  depend  on  your  pleasure,  I 
now  trouble  you  in  hopes  that  you,  likewise  concurring  in  this  point, 
will  be  so  kind  as  to  write  in  fit  and  proper  terms  to  her  highness 
the  begum,  that  she  will  always,  as  formerly,  employ  her  authority 
in  the  administration  of  the  nizamut  and  the  afi^irs  of  this 
family."  » 

This  letter,  my  lords,  was  received  upon  the  2.3rd  of  August ;  and 
your  lordships  may  observe  two  things  in  it :  first,  that  some  way 
or  other  this  nabob  had  been  (as  the  fact  was)  made  to  express  his 
desire  of  being  released  from  the  subjection  to  the  Munny  Begum ; 
but  that  now  he  had  got  new  fights,  all  the  mists  are  gone  ;  and  he 
now  finds  that  ilunny  Begum  is  not  only  the  fittest  person  to 
govern  him,  but  the  whole  country.  This  young  man,  whose  inca- 
pacity is  stated,  and  never  denied  by  ^Ir.  Hastings,  and  by  Lord 
CornwaUis,  and  by  all  the  rest  of  the  world  who  know  him,  begins 
to  be  charmed  with  the  excellency  of  the  policy  of  Munny  Begum. 
Such  is  his  violent  impatience,  such  the  impossibility  of  his  existing 
an  hour  but  under  the  government  of  Munny  Begum,  that  he 
writes  again  on  the  25th  of  August,  (he  had  really  the  impatience 
of  a  lover,)  and  within  five  days  afterwards  writes  again,  so 
impatient,  so  anxious  and  jealous  is  this  young  man  to  be  put 
under  the  government  of  an  old  dancing- woman.  He  is  afraid  lest 
Mr.  Hastings  should  imagine  that  some  sinister  influence  had  pre- 
vailed upon  him  in  so  natural  and  proper  a  request.  He  says, 
"  knowing  it  for  my  interest  and  advantage  that  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  nizamut  should  be  restored  to  her  highness  the 
Munny  Begum,  I  have  already  troubled  you  with  my  request,  that, 
regarding  my  situation  with  an  eye  of  favour,  you  will  approve  of 
this  measure.  I  am  credibly  informed  that  some  one  of  my 
enemies,  from  selfish  views,  has,  for  the  purpose  of  oversetting  this 
measure,  written  you  that  the  said  begum  procured  from  me  by 
artifice  the  letter  I  wrote  you  on  this  subject.  This  causes  me  the 
greatest  astonishment.  Please  to  consider,  that  artifice  and 
delusion  are  confined  to  cheats  and  impostors,  and  can  never 
proceed  from  a  person  of  such  exalted  rank,  who  is  the  head  and 
patron  of  all  the  family  of  the  deceased  nabob,  my  father  ;  and  that 
to  be  deluded  being  a  proof  of  weakness  and  folly,  can  have  no 
relation  to  me,  except  the  inventor  of  this  report  considers  me  as 
void  of  understanding,  and  has  represented  me  to  the  gentlemen  as 
a  blockhead  and  an  idiot.  God  knows  how  harshly  such  expressions 
appear  to  me  ;  but,  as  the  truth  or  falsehood  has  not  yet  been  fully 
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ascertained,  I  have  therefore  suspended  my  demand  of  satisfaction. 
Should  it  he  true,  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  of  it,  that  the  person 
may  be  made  to  answer  for  it."  My  lords,  here  is  a  very  proper 
demand  ;  the  nabob  is  astonished  at  the  suspicion,  that  such  a 
woman  as  Munny  Begum,  whose  trade  in  youth  had  been  delusion, 
should  be  capable  of  deluding  any  body.  Astonishing  it  certainly 
was,  that  a  woman,  who  had  been  a  deluder  in  youth,  should  be 
suspected  to  be  the  same  in  old  age  ;  and  that  he,  a  young  man, 
should  be  subject  to  her  artifices  ; — "  they  must  suspect  me  to  be  a 
great  blockhead,"  he  says,  "  if  a  man  of  my  rank  is  to  be  deluded." 
There  he  forgot  that  it  is  the  unhappy  privilege  of  great  men  to  be 
cheated,  to  be  deluded,  much  more  than  other  persons :  but  he 
thought  it  so  impossible,  in  the  case  of  Munny  Begum,  that  he 
says,  "  Produce  me  the  traitor  that  could  suppose  it  possible  for 
me  to  be  deluded,  when  I  call  for  this  woman  as  the  governor 
of  the  country.  I  demand  satisfaction."  I  rather  wonder  that 
Mr.  Hastings  did  not  inform  him  who  it  was  that  had  reported  so 
gross  and  improbable  a  tale,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the  fury  of  the 
nabob. 

Mr.  Hastings  is  absolutely  besieged  by  him ;  for  he  receives 
another  letter  upon  the  3rd  of  September.  Here  are  four  letters 
following  one  another  quick  as  post  expresses,  with  horns  sounding 
before  them.  Oh,  I  die,  I  perish,  I  sink,  if  Munny  Begum  is  not 
put  into  the  government  of  the  country  !  "  I,  therefore,  desire  to 
have  her  put  into  the  government  of  the  country ;  and  that  you 
will  not  keep  me  longer  in  this  painful  suspense,  but  will  be  kindly 
pleased  to  write  immediately  to  the  Munny  Begum,  that  she  take 
on  herself  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  nizamut,  which  is, 
in  fact,  her  own  family,  without  the  interference  of  any  other  person 
whatever ;  by  this  you  will  give  me  complete  satisfaction."  Here 
is  a  correspondence  more  like  an  amorous  than  a  state  correspond- 
ence. What  is  this  man  so  eager  about,  what  in  such  a  rage  about, 
that  he  cannot  endure  the  smallest  delay  of  the  post  with  common 
patience — why,  lest  this  old  woman  (who  is  not  his  mother,  and  with 
whom  he  had  no  other  tie  of  blood)  should  not  be  made  mistress  of 
himself  and  the  whole  country  !  However,  in  a  very  few  months 
afterwards  he  himself  is  appointed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  you  may  easily  judge,  by  the  preceding  letters,  who  was 
to  govern.  It  would  be  an  affront  to  your  lordships'  judgment  to 
attempt  to  prove  who  was  to  govern,  after  he  had  desired  to  put  the 
whole  government  of  affairs  into  the  hands  of  Munny  Begum. 
Now,  Munny  Begum  having  obtained  this  salary,  and  being  invested 
with  this  authority,  and  made  in  effect  the  total  and  entire 
governor  of  the  country,  as  I  have  proved  by  the  nabob's  letters. 
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let  US  see  the  consequences  of  it;  and  then  I  desire  to  know 
whether  your  lordships  can  beUeve  that  in  all  this  haste,  which,  in 
fact,  is  Mr.  Hastings's  haste  and  impatience  (for  we  shall  prove 
that  the  nabob  never  did  or  could  take  a  step  but  by  his  immediate 
orders  and  directions) — whether  your  lordships  can  believe  that  Mr. 
Hastings  would  incur  all  the  odium  attending  such  transactions, 
unless  he  had  some  corrupt  consideration. 

My  lords,  very  soon  after  these  appointments  were  made,  con- 
sisting of  Munny  Begum  at  the  head  of  the  affairs,  the  lord  chief  justice 
under  her,  and  under  her  direction,  and  rajah  Goordass  as  steward 
of  the  household  ;  the  first  thing  we  hear  is,  just  what  your  lord- 
ships expect  to  hear  upon  such  a  case,  that  this  unfortunate  chief 
justice,  who  was  a  man  undoubtedly  of  but  a  poor,  low  disposition, 
but  I  believe  a  perfectly  honest,  perfectly  well-intentioned  man, 
found  it  absolutely  impossible  for  him  to  execute  his  office  under 
the  direction  of  ^Slunny  Begum  ;  and  accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
September  following,  he  sends  a  complaint  to  Mr.  Hastings — 
"  That  certain  bad  men  had  gained  an  ascendency  over  the  nabob's 
temper,  by  whose  instigation  he  acts."  After  complaining  of  the 
slights  he  receives  from  the  nabob,  he  adds,  "  thus  they  cau.se  the 
nalDob  to  treat  me,  sometimes  with  indignity,  at  others  with  kind- 
ness, just  as  they  think  proper  to  advise  him :  their  view  is,  that  by 
compelling  me  to  displeasure  at  Such  unworthy  treatment,  they  may 
force  me  either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join  with  them,  and 
act  by  their  advice,  and  appoint  creatures  of  their  recommendation 
to  the  different  offices,  from  which  they  might  draw  profit  to  them- 
selves." This  is  followed  by  another  letter,  in  which  he  shows  who 
those  corrupt  men  were  that  had  gained  the  ascendency  over  the 
nabob's  temper- — namely,  the  eunuchs  of  Munny  Begum ;  one  of 
them  her  direct  instrument  in  bribery  with  Mr.  Hastings.  What 
you  would  expect  from  such  a  state  of  things  accordingly  happened. 
Every  thing  in  the  course  of  ju-stice  was  confounded ;  all  official 
responsibility  destroyed ;  and  nothing  but  a  scene  of  forgery,  pecu- 
lation, and  knavery  of  every  kind  and  description  prevailed  through 
the  country,  and  totally  disturbed  all  ord6r  and  justice  in  it.  He 
says,  "  The  begum's  ministers,  before  my  arrival,  with  the  advice  of 
their  counsellors,  caused  the  nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence 
of  which  they  received  at  two  different  times  near  .50,000  rupees,  in 
the  name  of  the  officers  of  the  adawlut,  foujdarry,  &c.  from  the 
company's  circar ;  and  having  drawn  up  an  account-current  in  the 
manner  they  wished,  they  got  the  nabob  to  sign  it,  and  then  sent  it 
to  me."  In  the  same  letter  he  asserts  "  that  these  people  have  the 
nabob  entirely  in  their  power." 

My   lords,   you   see   here  Mr.   Hastings   enabling  the  corrupt 
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eunuchs  of  this  wicked  old  woman  to  draw  upon  the  company's 
treasury  at  their  pleasure,  under  forged  papers  of  the  nabob,  for 
just  such  monies  as  they  please,  under  the  name  and  pretence  of 
giving  it  to  the  officers  of  justice,  but  which  they  distribute  among 
themselves  as  they  think  fit.  This  complaint  was  soon  followed  by 
another,  and  they  furnish,  first,  the  strongest  presumptive  proof 
of  the  corrupt  motives  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  secondly,  they  show 
the  horrible  mischievous  effects  of  his  conduct  upon  the  country. 

In  consequence  of  the  first  complaint,  Mr.  Hastings  directs  this 
independent  nabob  not  to  concern  himself  any  longer  with  the  fouj- 
darry.  The  nabob,  who  had  before  declared  that  the  superintend- 
ence of  all  the  officers  belonged  to  him,  and  was  to  be  executed  by 
himself,  or  under  his  orders,  instantly  obeys  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
declares  he  will  not  interfere  in  the  business  of  the  courts  any  more. 
Your  lordships  will  observe  further  that  the  complaint  is  not 
against  the  nabob,  but  against  the  creatures  and  the  menial 
servants  of  Munny  Begum,  and  yet  it  is  the  nabob  he  forbids  to 
interfere  in  this  business  ;  of  the  others  he  takes  no  notice ;  and 
this  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  corrupt  dealings  of  Mr.  Hastings  with 
this  woman. — When  the  whole  country  was  fallen  into  confusion 
under  the  administration  of  this  woman,  and  under  her  corrupt 
ministers,  men  base  born  and  employed  in  the  basest  offices  (the 
men  of  the  household  train  of  the  women  of  rank  in  that  country 
are  of  that  description),  he  writes  to  the  nabob  again,  and  himself 
confesses  the  mischiefs  that  had  arisen  from  his  corrupt  arrange- 
ments. 

"  At  your  excellency's  request,  I  sent  Sudder  ul  Huk  Khan  to 
take  on  him  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  adawlut  and 
phousdarry,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  only  to  have  given 
satisfaction  to  your  excellency,  but  that  through  his  abilities  and 
experience  these  affairs  would  have  been  conducted  in  such 
manner  as  to  have  secured  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  people ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  concern  I 
learn  that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  being  attended  with  the 
expected  advantages,  that  the  affairs  both  of  the  phousdarry  and 
adawlut  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  imaginable,  and  daily  rob- 
beries and  murders  are  perpetrated  throughout  the  country.  This 
is  evidently  owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  authority  in  the  person 
appointed  to  superintend  them.  I  therefore  addressed  your  excel- 
lency on  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  affairs  in  question,  and 
of  the  necessity  of  lodging  full  power  in  the  hands  of  the  person 
chosen  to  administer  them.  In  reply  to  which  your  excellency 
expressed  sentiments  coincident  with  mine.  Notwithstanding 
which,  your  dependents  and  people,  actuated  by  selfish  and  ava- 
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ricious  views,  have  by  their  interference  so  impeded  the  business, 
as  to  throw  the  whole  countiy  into  a  state  of  confusion,  from  which 
nothing  can  retrieve  it  but  an  unlimited  power  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  the  superintendent.  I  therefore  request  that  your  excellency 
will  give  the  strictest  injunctions  to  all  your  dependents  not  to 
interfere  in  any  manner  with  any  matter  relative  to  the  affairs  of 
the  adawlut  and  phousdarry ;  and  that  you  will  yourself  relinquish 
all  interference  therein,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  the  management 
of  Sudder  ul  Huk  Khan.  This  is  absolutely  necessary  to  restore 
the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquillity." 

JNIy  lords,  what  evidence  do  we  produce  to  your  lordships  of  the 
consequences  of  Mr.  Hastings's  corrupt  measures ; — his  own.  He 
here  gives  you  the  state  into  which  the  country  was  thrown  by  the 
criminal  interference  of  the  wicked  woman  whom  he  had  esta- 
blished in  power,  totally  superseding  the  regular  judicial  authority 
of  the  country,  and  throwing  every  thing  into  confusion.  As 
usual,  there  is  such  irregularity  in  his  conduct,  and  his  crimes  are 
so  multiphed,  that  aU  the  contrivances  of  ingenuity  are  unable  to 
cover  them:  now  and  then  he  comes  and  betrays  himself;  and 
here  he  confesses  you  his  own  weakness,  and  the  effects  of  his  own 
corruption ;  he  had  appointed  Munny  Begum  to  this  office  of 
power,  he  dare  not  say  a  word  to  her  upon  her  abuse  of  it,  but  he 
lays  the  whole  upon  the  nabob.  When  the  chief  justice  complains 
that  these  crimes  were  the  consequence  of  Munny  Begum's  inter- 
ference, and  were  committed  by  her  creatures,  why  did  he  not  say 
to  the  nabob,  the  begum  must  not  interfere ;  the  begum's  eunuchs 
must  not  interfere  ?  He  dared  not ;  because  that  woman  had 
concealed  all  the  bribes  but  one  from  public  notice  to  gratify  him ; 
she  and  Yatibar-Ali-Khan,  her  minister,  who  had  the  principal 
share  in  this  destruction  of  justice,  and  perversion  of  all  the  prin- 
cipal functions  of  government,  had  it  in  their  power  to  discover  the 
whole.  Mr.  Hastings  was  obliged,  in  consequence  of  that  con- 
cealment, to  support  her  and  to  support  him.  Every  evil  principle 
was  at  work.  He  bought  a  mercenary  silence  to  pay  the  same 
back  to  them.  It  was  a  wicked  silence,  the  concealment  of  their 
common  guilt.  There  was  at  once  a  corrupt  gratitude  operating 
mutually  by  a  corrupt  influence  on  both ;  and  a  corrupt  fear  influ- 
encing the  mind  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  did  not  permit  him  to  put 
an  end  to  this  scene  of  disorder  and  confusion,  bought  at  the 
expense  of  24,000^.  a  year  to  the  company.  You  will  hereafter 
see  what  use  he  makes  of  the  evidence  of  Yatibar-Ali-Khan,  and 
for  this  woman,  for  concealing  their  guilt. 

Your  lordships  will  observe  that  the  virtuous  majority,  whose 
reign  was  but  short,  and  two  of  whom  died  of  grief  and  vexation 
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under  the  impediments  which  they  met  with  from  the  corruptions 
and  oppositions  of  Mr.  Hastings,  (their  indirect  murderer ;  for  it 
is  well  known  to  the  world  that  their  hearts  were  thus  broken,)  put 
their  conduct  out  of  all  suspicion.  For  they  ordered  an  exact 
account  to  be  kept  by  Mahomet  Reza  Khan ;  though,  certainly, 
if  any  person  in  the  country  could  be  trusted,  he,  upon  his  cha- 
racter, might ;  but  they  did  not  trust  him,  because  they  knew  the 
company  did  not  suffer  them  to  trust  any  man :  they  ordered  an 
exact  account  to  be  kept  by  him  of  the  nabob's  expenses,  which 
finally  must  be  the  company''s  expenses  ;  they  ordered  the  account 
to  be  sent  down  yearly  to  be  controlled,  if  necessary,  whilst  the 
means  of  control  existed.  What  was  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct? 
He  did  not  give  the  persons  whom  he  appointed  any  order  to 
produce  any  account,  though  their  character  and  circumstances 
were  such  as  made  an  account  ten  thousand  times  more  necessary 
from  them  than  from  those  from  whom  it  had  been  in  former  times 
by  the  company  strictly  exacted.  So  that  his  not  ordering  any 
account  to  be  given  of  the  money  that  was  to  be  expended  leaves 
no  doubt  that  the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  was  in  pursuance 
of  his  old  system  of  bribery,  and  that  he  maintained  her  in  office 
to  the  subversion  of  public  justice,  for  the  purpose  of  robbing,  and 
of  continuing  in  the  practice  of  robbing,  the  country. 

But  though  this  continued  longer  than  was  for  the  good  of  the 
country,  yet  it  did  not  continue  absolutely  and  relatively  long ; 
because  the  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  heard  of  this  ini- 
quitous appointment,  which  glared  upon  them  in  all  the  light  of  its 
infamy,  immediately  wrote  the  strongest,  the  most  decided,  and 
the  most  peremptory  censure  upon  him,  attributing  his  acts,  every 
one  of  them,  to  the  same  causes  to  which  I  attribute  them.  As 
a  proof  that  the  court  of  directors  saw  the  thing  in  the  very  light 
in  which  I  represent  it  to  your  lordships,  and  indeed  in  which 
every  one  must  see  it,  you  will  find  that  they  reprobate  all  his  idle 
excuses ;  that  they  reprobate  all  the  actors  in  the  scene ;  that  they 
consider  every  thing  to  have  been  done,  not  by  the  nabob,  but  by 
himself ;  that  the  object  of  the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  was 
money,  and  that  the  consequence  of  that  appointment  was  the 
robbery  of  the  nabob's  treasury.  "  We  by  no  means  approve 
your  late  proceedings,  on  the  application  of  the  nabob  Mobareck 
ul  Dowlah,  for  the  removal  of  the  naib  subahdar.  The  requisition 
of  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah  was  improper  and  unfriendly ;  because  he 
must  have  known  that  the  late  appointment  of  Mahomet  Reza 
Khan  to  the  office  of  naib  subahdar  had  been  marked  with  the 
company's  special  approbation ;  and  that  the  court  of  directors 
had  assured  him  of  their  favour,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to 
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the  company's  interest,  and  a  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
station,  should  render  him  worthy  of  their  protection.  We  there- 
fore repeat  our  declaration,  that  to  require  the  dismission  of  a 
prime  minister  thus  circumstanced,  without  producing  the  smallest 
proof  of  his  infidelity  to  the  company,  or  venturing  to  charge  him 
with  one  instance  of  mal-administration  in  the  discharge  of  his 
public  duty,  was  improper  and  inconsistent  with  the  friendship 
subsisting  between  the  nabob  of  Bengal  and  the  company."  And 
further  on  they  sa^ : — "  the  nabob  having  intimated  that  he  had 
repeatedly  stated  the  trouble  and  uneasiness  which  he  iiad  suffered 
fi;om  the  naibship  of  the  nizamut  being  vested  in  Mahomet  Reza 
Khan,  we  observe  one  of  the  members  of  your  board  desired  the 
nabob's  repeated  letters  on  the  subject  might  be  read,  but  this 
reasonable  request  was  over-ruled,  on  a  plea  of  saving  the  board's 
time,  which  we  can  by  no  means  admit  as  a  sufficient  objection. 
The  nabob's  letters  of  the  2.5th  and  30th  August,  of  the  .3rd 
September  and  I7th  November,  leave  us  no  doubt  of  the  true 
design  of  this  extraordinary  business  being  to  bring  forward 
JNIunny  Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with  improper  power  and 
influence,  notwithstanding  our  former  declaration,  that  so  great  a 
part  of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled,  or  misapplied 
under  her  superintendence." 

At  present,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  because  it  would  be 
doing  more  than  enough ;  it  would  be  slaying  the  slain,  to  show 
your  lordships  what  ilr.  Hastings's  motives  were  in  acting  against 
the  sense  of  the  East  India  Company,  appointed  by  an  act  of  par- 
liament to  control  him :  that  he  did  it  for  a  corrupt  purpose  ;  that 
all  his  pretences  were  false  and  fraudulent,  and  that  he  had  his  own 
corrupt  views  in  the  whole  of  the  proceeding.  But  in  the  state- 
ment which  I  have  given  of  this  matter,  I  beg  your  lordships  to 
observe  the  instruments  with  which  ^Nlr.  Hastings  acts.  The  great 
men  of  that  country,  and  particularly  the  soubahdar  himself,  the 
nabob,  are  and  is  in  so  equivocal  a  situation,  that  it  afforded  him 
two  bolting  holes,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  resist  the  authority  of 
the  company,  and  exercise  an  arbitrary  authority  of  his  own ;  for 
though  the  nabob  has  the  titles  of  high  sovereignty,  he  Ls  the  lowest 
of  all  dependents  :  he  appears  to  be  the  master  of  the  country :  he 
is  a  pensioner  of  the  company's  government. 

AVhen  Mr.  Hastings  wants  him  to  obey  and  answer  his  corrupt 
purposes,  he  finds  him  in  the  character  of  a  pensioner :  when  he 
wants  his  authority  to  support  him  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of 
the  company,  immediately  he  invests  him  with  high  sovereign 
powers ;  and  he  dare  not  execute  the  orders  of  the  company  for 
fear  of  doing  some  act  that  will  make  him  odious  in  the  eyes  of 
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God  and  man.  We  see  how  he  appointed  all  officers  for  him,  and 
forbad  his  interference  in  all  affairs.  When  the  company  see  the 
impropriety  and  the  guilt  of  these  acts,  and  order  him  to  rescind 
them,  and  appoint  again  Mahomet  Eeza  Khan,  he  declares  he  will 
not :  that  he  cannot  do  it  in  justice,  but  that  he  will  consent  to 
send  him  the  order  of  the  company,  but  without  backing  it  with 
any  order  of  the  board ;  which,  supposing  even  there  had  been  no 
private  communication,  was,  in  other  words,  commanding  him  to 
disobey  it.  So  this  poor  man,  who  a  short  time  before  was  at  the 
feet  of  Mr.  Hastings,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  be  a  pageant, 
and  swore  in  a  court  of  justice  that  he  was  but  a  pageant,  and  fol- 
lowed that  affidavit  with  long  declarations  in  council,  that  he  was  a 
pageant  in  sovereignty,  and  ought  in  policy  ever  to  be  held  out  as 
such :  this  man  he  sets  up  in  opposition  to  the  company,  and  refuses 
to  appoint  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  to  the  office,  which  was  guaranteed 
to  him  by  the  express  faith  of  the  company,  pledged  to  his  support. 
Will  any  man  tell  me  that  this  resistance,  under  such  base  though 
plausible  pretences,  could  spring  from  any  other  cause,  than  a  reso- 
lution of  persisting  systematically  in  his  course  of  corruption  and 
bribery,  through  Munny  Begum ! 

But  there  is  another  circumstance  that  puts  this  in  a  stronger 
light :  he  opposes  the  nabob''s  mock  authority  to  the  authority  of  the 
company ;  and  leaves  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  unemployed,  because, 
as  he  says,  he  cannot  in  justice  execute  orders  from  the  company 
(though  they  are  his  undoubted  masters)  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
the  nabob.  You  see  what  the  rights  of  the  nabob  were :  the 
rights  of  the  nabob  were  to  be  governed  by  Munny  Begum,  and 
her  scandalous  ministers.  But,  however,  we  now  see  him  exalted  to 
be  an  independent  sovereign — he  defies  the  company  at  the  head  of 
their  armies  and  their  treasury — that  name,  that  makes  all  India 
shake,  was  defied  by  one  of  its  pensioners.  My  lords,  human 
greatness  is  an  unstable  thing.  This  man,  so  suddenly  exalted, 
was  as  soon  depressed ;  and  the  manner  of  his  depression  is  as 
curious  as  that  of  his  exaltation  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  will  tend  to 
show  you  the  man  most  clearly. — Mr.  Francis,  whose  conduct  all 
along  was  directed  by  no  other  principles  than  those  which  were 
in  conformity  with  the  plan  adopted  by  himself  and  his  virtuous 
colleagues ;  namely,  an  entire  obedience  to  the  laws  of  his  country, 
and  who  constantly  had  opposed  Mr.  Hastings  upon  principles  of 
honour,  and  principles  of  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  company 
under  which  he  acted,  had  never  contended  for  any  one  thing,  in 
any  way,  or  in  any  instance,  but  obedience  to  them ;  and  had  con- 
stantly asserted,  that  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  ought  to  be  put  into 
employment.     Mr.  Hastings  as  constantly  opposed  him ;  and  the. 
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reason  he  gave  for  it  was,  that  it  was  against  the  direct  rights  of 
the  nabob ;  and  that  they  were  rights  so  sacred,  that  they  could 
not  be  infringed  even  by  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  company 
ordering  him  to  do  it.  He  had  so  great  an  aversion  to  the  least 
subtraction  of  the  nabob's  right,  that  though  expressly  commanded 
by  the  court  of  directors,  he  would  not  suifer  Mahomet  Eeza  Khan 
to  be  invested  with  his  office  under  the  company's  authority.  The 
nabob  was  too  sovereign — too  supreme  for  him  to  do  it :  but  such 
is  the  fate  of  himiaQ  grandeur,  that  a  whimsical  event  reduced  the 
nabob  to  his  state  of  pageant  again,  and  made  him  the  mere  subject 
of — ^you  will  see  whom.  Mr.  Hastings  found  he  was  so  embarrassed 
by  his  disobedience  to  the  spirit  of  the  orders  of  the  company,  and 
by  the  various  wild  projects  he  had  formed,  as  to  make  it  necessary 
for  him,  even  though  he  had  a  majority  in  the  council,  to  gain  over 
at  any  price  Mr.  Francis.  Mr.  Francis,  frightened  by  the  same 
miserable  situation  of  affairs,  (for  this  happened  at  a  most  dangerous 
period — the  height  of  the  Mahratta  war,)  was  willing  likewise  to 
give  up  his  opposition  to  Mr.  Hastings,  to  suspend  the  execution 
of  many  rightful  things,  and  to  concede  them  to  the  public  neces- 
sity. Accordingly,  he  agreed  to  terms  with  Mr.  Hastings.  But 
what  was  the  price  of  that  concession?  Any  base  purpose,  any 
desertion  of  pubUe  duty  I  No ;  all  that  he  desired  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings was,  that  he  should  obey  the  orders  of  the  company;  and 
among  other  acts  of  the  obedience  required  was  this,  that  Mahomet 
Reza  Khan  should  be  put  into  his  office. 

You  have  heard  how  Mr.  Hastings  opposed  the  order  of  the 
company,  and  on  what  account  he  opposed  it.  On  the  1st  of 
September  he  sent  an  order  to  the  nabob,  now  become  his  subject, 
to  give  up  this  office  to  Mahomet  Reza  Khan ;  an  act  which  he 
had  before  represented  as  a  dethroning  of  the  nabob.  The  order 
went  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  on  the  3rd,  this  great  and 
mighty  prince,  whom  all  earth  could  not  move  from  the  assertion  of 
his  rights,  gives  them  all  up ;  and  Mahomet  Reza  E[Mn  is  invested 
with  them.  So  there  all  his  pretences  were  gone.  It  is  plain,  that 
what  had  been  done  before,  was  for  Munny  Begum ;  and  that  what 
he  now  gave  up,  was  from  necessity :  and  it  shows  that  the  nabob 
was  the  meanest  of  his  servants ;  for  in  truth  he  ate  his  daily  bread 
out  of  the  hands  of  ^Ir.  Hastings,  through  Munny  Begum. 

Mahomet  Reza  Khan  was  now  invested  again  with  his  office ;  but, 
such  was  the  treachery  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  though  he  wrote  to 
the  nabob  that  this  was  done  in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  the 
company,  he  did  clandestinely,  according  to  his  usual  mode,  assure 
the  nabob,  that  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  should  not  hold  the  place 
longer  than  till  he  heard  from  England.    He  then  wrote  him  another 
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letter,  that  he  should  hold  it  no  longer  than  while  he  submitted  to 
his  present  necessity;  thus  giving  up  to  his  colleague  what  he 
refused  to  the  company ;  and  engaged,  privately,  that  he  would 
dismiss  Mahomet  Reza  Khan  again.  And,  accordingly,  the  moment 
he  thought  Mr.  Francis  was  not  in  a  condition  to  give  him  trouble 
any  longer,  that  moment  he  again  turned  out  Mahomet  Reza  Khdn 
from  that  general  superintendence  of  affairs  which  the  company 
gave  him ;  and  deposed  him  as  a  minister,  leaving  him  only  a  very 
confined  authority  as  a  magistrate.  All  these  changes,  no  less  than 
four  great  revolutions,  if  1  may  so  call  them,  were  made  by  Mr. 
Hastings  for  his  own  corrupt  purposes.  This  is  the  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Hastings  has  played  with  the  most  sacred  objects  that 
man  ever  had  a  dealing  with ;  with  government — with  the  justice 
— with  the  order — with  the  dignity — with  the  nobility  of  a  great 
country :  he  played  with  them  to  satisfy  his  own  wicked  and  corrupt 
purposes  through  the  basest  instrument. 

Now,  my  lords,  I  have  done  with  these  presumptions  of  corruption 
with  Munny  Begum ;  and  have  shown  that  it  is  not  a  slight  crime, 
but  that  it  is  attended  with  a  breach  of  public  faith  ;  vsdth  a  breach 
of  his  orders — with  a  breach  of  the  whole  English  government,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  native  government — of  the  police — the  order 
— the  safety — the  security — and  the  justice  of  the  country  ;  and 
that  all  these  are  much  concerned  in  this  cause.  Therefore  the 
commons  stand  before  the  face  of  the  world,  and  say,  we  have 
brought  a  cause — a  great  cause — a  cause  worthy  the  commons  of 
England  to  prosecute,  and  worthy  the  lords  to  judge  and  deter- 
mine upon. 

1  have  now  nothing  further  to  state,  than  what  the  consequences 
are  of  Mr.  Hastings  taking  bribes  ;  that  Mr.  Hastings's  taking  of 
bribes  is  not  only  his  own  corruption,  but  the  incurable  corruption 
of  the  whole  service.  I  will  show  first,  that  he  was  named  in  1773, 
to  put  an  end  to  that  corruption.  I  will  show  that  he  did  not : 
that  he,  knowingly  and  willingly,  connived  at  it ;  and  that  con- 
nivance was  the  principal  cause  of  all  the  disorders  that  have 
hitherto  prevailed  in  that  country.  I  will  show  you  that  he  posi- 
tively refused  to  obey  the  company's  order  to  inquire  into,  and  to 
correct  the  corruptions  that  prevailed  in  that  country.  Next,  that 
he  established  an  avowed  system  of  connivance,  in  order  to  gain 
over  every  thing  that  was  corrupt  in  the  country.  And  that, 
lastly,  to  secure  it,  he  gave  up  all  the  prosecutions  ;  and  enervated 
and  took  away  the  sole  arm  left  to  the  company  for  the  assertion 
of  authority,  and  the  preservation  of  good  morals  and  purity  in 
their  service. 

My  lords,  here  is  a  letter  in  the  year  1773,  in  which  the  court  of 
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directors  had,  upon  his  own  representation,  approved  some  part  of 
his  conduct ;  he  is  charmed  with  their  approbation ;  he  promises 
the  greatest  things ;  but  I  believe  your  lordships  will  see  from 
the  manner,  in  which  he  proceeds  at  that  very  instant,  that  a  more 
deliberate  system,  for  not  only  being  corrupt  himself,  but  support- 
ing corruption  in  others,  never  was  exhibited  in  any  public  paper. — 
"  While  I  indulge  the  pleasure  which  I  receive  from  the  past  suc- 
cesses of  my  endeavours,  I  own  I  cannot  refrain  from  looking  back 
with  a  mixture  of  anxiety  on  the  omissions  by  which  I  am  sensible 
I  may  since  have  hazarded  the  diminution  of  your  esteem.  All  my 
letters  addressed  to  your  honourable  court,  and  to  the  secret  com- 
mittee, repeat  the  strongest  promises  of  prosecuting  the  inquiries 
into  the  conduct  of  your  servants,  which  you  had  been  pleased  to 
commit  particularly  to  my  charge.  You  will  readily  perceive  that 
I  must  have  been  sincere  in  those  declarations,  since  it  would  have 
argued  great  indiscretion  to  have  made  them,  had  I  foreseen  my 
inability  to  perform  them.  I  find  myself  now  under  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  avowing  that  inability ;  at  the  same  time  I  will 
boldly  take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that  on  whomsoever  you  might  have 
delegated  that  charge,  and  by  whatever  powers  it  might  have  been 
accompanied,  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  occupy  the  entire 
attention  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with  it ;  and,  even  with  all 
the  aids  of  leisure  and  authority,  would  have  proved  ineffectual.  I 
dare  appeal  to  the  public  records,  to  the  testimony  of  those  who 
have  opportunities  of  knowing  me,  and  even  to  the  detail,  which  the 
public  voice  can  report  to  the  past  acts  of  this  government,  that 
my  time  lias  been  neither  idly  nor  uselessly  employed :  yet  such 
are  the  cares  and  embarrassments  of  this  various  state,  that 
although  much  may  be  done,  much  more,  even  in  matters  of 
moment,  must  necessarily  remain  neglected.  To  select  from  the 
miscellaneous  heap,  which  each  day's  exigencies  present  to  our 
choice,  those  points  on  which  the  general  welfare  of  your  affairs 
most  essentially  depends ;  to  provide  expedients  for  future  advan- 
tages, and  guard  against  probable  evils,  are  all  that  your  adminis- 
tration can  faithfully  promise  to  perform  for  your  service  with  their 
united  labours  most  dihgently  exerted.  They  cannot  look  back 
without  sacrificing  the  objects  of  their  immediate  duty,  which  are 
those  of  your  interests,  to  endless  researches,  which  can  produce  no 
real  good ;  and  may  expose  your  affairs  to  all  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences of  personal  malevolence,  both  here  and  at  home." 

ily  lords,  this  is  the  first  man,  I  believe,  that  ever  took  credit  for 
his  sincerity  from  his  breach  of  his  promises—"  I  could  not,"  he 
says,  "have  made  these  promises,  if  I  had  not  thought  that  I  could 
perform  them.     Now  I  find  I  cannot  perform  them,  and  you  have, 


SPEECH    ON   THE   SIXTH    CHARGE.  565 

in  that  non-performance,  and  in  that  profession,  a  security  for  my 
sincerity  when  I  promised  them."  Upon  this  principle,  any  man 
who  makes  a  promise,  has  nothing  to  do  afterwards,  but  to  say  that 
he  finds  himself  (without  assigning  any  particular  cause  for  it) 
unable  to  perform  it ;  not  only  to  justify  himself  for  his  non-perform- 
ance, but  to  justify  himself,  and  claim  credit  for  sincerity  in  his 
original  profession.  The  charge  was  given  him  specially,  and  he 
promised  obedience,  over  and  over,  upon  the  spot,  and  in  the  coun- 
try, in  which  he  was  no  novice,  for  he  had  been  bred  in  it :  it  was 
his  native  country  in  one  sense,  it  was  the  place  of  his  renewed 
nativity  and  regeneration.  Yet  this  very  man,  as  if  he  was  a  novice 
in  it,  now  says,  "  I  promised  you  what  I  now  find  I  cannot  perform." 
Nay,  what  is  worse,  he  declares  no  man  could  perform  it,  if  he  gave 
up  his  whole  time  to  it :  and  lastly,  he  says,  that  the  inquiry  into 
these  corruptions,  even  if  you  succeed  in  it,  would  do  more  harm 
than  good.  Now  was  there  ever  an  instance  of  a  man  so  basely 
deserting  a  duty,  and  giving  so  base  a  reason  for  it  ?  His  duty  was  to 
put  an  end  to  corruption  in  every  channel  of  government. — It  can- 
not be  done.  Why  2  because  it  would  expose  our  affairs  to  malig- 
nity and  enmity ;  and  end,  perhaps  to  our  disadvantage.  Not 
only  will  he  connive  himself,  but  he  advises  the  company  to  do  it. 
For  fear  of  what  ?  for  fear  that  their  service  was  so  abandoned  and 
corrupt,  that  the  display  of  the  evil  would  tend  more  to  their  dis- 
reputation, than  all  their  attempts  to  reform  it  would  tend  to  their 
service. 

Mr.  Hastings  should  naturally  have  imagined  that  the  law  was  a 
resource  in  this  desperate  case  of  bribery  ;  he  tells  you,  that  in 
"  that  charge  of  oppression,  though  they  were  supported  by  the 
cries  of  the  people,  and  the  most  authentic  representations,  it  is 
yet  impossible  in  most  cases  to  obtain  legal  proofs."  Here  is  a 
system  of  total  despair  upon  the  business,  which  I  hope  and  believe 
is  not  a  desperate  one,  and  has  not  proved  a  desperate  one,  when- 
ever a  rational  attempt  has  been  made  to  pursue  it.  Here  you  find 
him  corrupt,  and  you  find,  in  consequence  of  that  corruption,  that 
he  screens  the  whole  body  of  corruption  in  India,  and  states  an 
absolute  despair  of  any  possibility,  by  any  art  or  address,  of  putting 
an  end  to  it.  Nay,  he  tells  you,  that  if  corruption  did  not  exist,  if 
it  was  not  connived  at,  that  the  India  Company  could  not  exist ; 
whether  that  be  a  truth  or  not,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  this  I  know, 
that  it  is  the  most  horrible  picture  that  ever  was  made  of  any  coun- 
try. It  might  be  said  that  there  were  excuses  for  omissions,  sins 
of  omission  he  calls  them.  I  will  show  that  they  were  systematic, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  did  uniformly  profess  that  he  would  connive  at 
abuses,  and  contend  that  abuses  ought  to  be  connived  at.     When 
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the  whole  mystery  of  the  iniquity,  in  which  he  himself  was  deeply 
concerned,  came  to  light ;  when  it  appeared  that  all  the  company's 
orders  were  contravened  ;  that  contracts  were  given  directly  con- 
trary to  their  orders,  and  upon  principles  subversive  of  their  govern- 
ment, leading  to  all  manner  of  oppression  and  ruin  to  the  country ; 
what  was  Mr.  Hastings's  answer  1  "  I  must  here  remark,  that  the 
majority  ******!  had  not  the  power  of  establishing  it '." 
Then  he  goes  on,  and  states  other  cases  of  corruption,  at  every  one 
of  which  he  winks.*  Here  he  states  another  reason  for  his  con- 
nivance :  "  suppose  again,"  for  he  puts  another  supposition,  and 
these  suppositions  are  not  hypotheses  laid  down  for  argument,  but 
real  facts  then  existing  before  the  council  examining  into  grievances : 
"  suppose  again,  that  any  person  had  benefited  himself  ***** 
unprofitable  discussion '." 

Here  is  a  direct  avowal  of  his  refusing  to  examine  into  the 
conduct  of  persons  in  the  council,  even  in  the  highest  department? 
of  government,  and  the  best  paid,  for  fear  he  should  dissatisfy 
them,  and  should  lose  their  votes,  by  discovering  those  peculations 
and  corruptions,  though  he  perfectly  knew  them.  Was  there  ever, 
since  the  world  began,  any  man  who  would  dare  to  avow  such  sen- 
timents, until  driven  to  the  wall  ?  If  he  could  show  that  he  hiuLself 
abhorred  bribes,  and  kept  at  a  distance  from  them,  then  he  might 
say,  I  connive  at  the  bribes  of  others ;  but  when  he  acknowledges 
that  he  takes  bribes,  how  can  you  doubt  that  he  buys  a  corrupt 
confederacy,  and  puts  an  end  to  any  hope  through  him  of  reforma- 
tion of  the  abuses  at  Bengal  1  But  your  lordships  will  see  that  he 
not  only  connived  at  abuse,  but  patronised  it,  and  supported  it  for 
his  own  political  purposes,  since  he  here  confesses,  that  if  inquiry 
into  it  created  him  ill  humour,  and  produced  him  an  opposition  in 
council,  he  sacrificed  it  to  the  power  of  the  company,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  their  government. — Did  he  so  ?  The  company  ordered 
him  to  prosecute  those  people,  and  their  constitution  required  that 
they  should  be  prosecuted.  No,  says  Mr.  Hastings,  the  conniving 
at  it  procures  a  majority  of  votes.  The  very  thing  that  he  bought 
was  not  worth  half  the  price  he  paid  for  it.  He  was  sent  to  reform 
corruptions,  and,  in  order  that  he  might  reform  corruptions,  he 
winked  at,  countenanced,  and  patronised  them,  to  get  a  majority  of 
votes ;  and  what  was,  in  fact,  a  sacrifice  to  his  own  interest, 
ambition,  and  corruption,  he  calls  a  sacrifice  to  the  company.  He 
puts  then  this  alternative  :  either  give  every  thing  into  my  hand, 
suffer  me  to  go  on,  and  have  no  control,  or  else  I  wink  at  every 
species  of  corruption.     It  is  a  remarkable  and  stupendou-s  thing, 

'  Document  wanting.  '  Document  wanting. 
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that  when  all  the  world  was  alarmed  at  the  disorders  of  the 
company ;  when  that  alarm  occasioned  his  being  sent  out ;  and 
when,  in  consequence  of  that  alarm,  parliament  suspended  the 
constitution  of  the  company,  and  appointed  another  government, 
Mr.  Hastings  should  tell  that  company  that  parliament  had  done 
wrong,  and  that  the  person  put  at  the  head  of  that  government  was 
to  wink  at  those  abuses. — Nay,  what  is  more,  not  only  does 
Mr.  Hastings  declare,  upon  general  principles,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  pursue  all  the  delinquencies  of  India  ;  and  that,  if  possible 
to  pursue  them,  mischief  would  happen  from  it ;  but  your  lordships 
will  observe  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  this  business,  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  administration  of  that  body,  which  was  sent  out  to 
inquire  into  and  reform  the  corruptions  of  India,  did  not  call  one 
person  to  an  account ;  nor,  except  Mr.  Hastings,  this  day,  has  any 
one  been  called  to  an  account,  or  punished  for  delinquency. 
Whether  he  will  be  punished  or  no,  time  will  show.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  your  lordships'  justice,  and  of  the  goodness  of  our  cause. 

The  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  groaned  under  complaints  of 
the  evils  growing  in  India  under  this  systematic  connivance  of 
Mr.  Hastings.  The  directors  had  set  on  foot  prosecutions,  to  be 
conducted  God  knows  how ;  but,  such  as  they  were,  they  were  their 
only  remedy ;  and  they  began  to  consider  at  last  that  these  prose- 
cutions had  taken  a  long  oblivious  nap  of  many  years ;  and,  at  last, 
knowing  that  they  were  likely,  in  the  year  1782,  to  be  called  to  a 
strict  account  about  their  own  conduct,  the  court  of  directors 
began  to  rouse  themselves,  and  they  write  thus :  "  Having  in 
several  of  our  letters  to  you  very  attentively  perused  all  the 
proceedings  referred  to  in  these  paragraphs,  relative  to  the  various 
forgeries  on  the  company's  treasuries,  we  lament  exceedingly  that 
the  parties  should  have  been  so  long  in  confinement  without  being 
brought  to  trial." 

Here,  my  lords,  after  justice  had  been  asleep  awhile,  it  revived. 
They  directed  two  things ;  first,  that  those  suits  should  be  pursued ; 
but,  whether  pursued  or  not,  that  an  account  of  the  state  of  them 
should  be  given,  that  they  might  give  orders  concerning  them." 

Your  lordships  see  the  orders  of  the  company.  IDid  they  not 
want  to  pursue  and  to  revive  those  dormant  prosecutions  ?  They 
want  to  have  a  state  of  them,  that  they  may  know  how  to  direct  the 
future  conduct  of  them  with  more  effect  and  vigour  than  they  had 
yet  been  pursued  with.  You  will  naturally  imagine  that  Mr. 
Hastings  did  not  obey  their  orders,  or  obeyed  them  languidly :  No, 
he  took  another  part.  He  says,  "  Having  attentively  read  and 
weighed  the  arguments     *****     for  withdrawing  them '." 

^  Document  wanting. 
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Thus  he  begins  with  the  general  principle  of  connivance  ;  he  directly 
avows  he  does  it  for  a  political  purpose ;  and  when  the  company 
directs  he  shall  proceed  in  the  suits,  instead  of  deferruig  to  their 
judgment  he  takes  the  judgment  on  himself,  and  says  theirs  is 
untenable  ;  he  directly  discharges  the  prosecutions  of  the  company ; 
supersedes  the  authority  of  his  masters,  and  gives  a  general 
release  to  all  the  persons  who  were  still  suffering  by  the  feeble 
footsteps  of  justice  in  that  country.  He  gave  them  an  act  of 
indemnity,  and  that  was  the  last  of  his  acts. 

Now,  when  I  show  the  consequence  of  his  bribery,  the  presump- 
tions that  arise  from  his  own  bribes,  his  attention  to  secure  others 
from  the  punishment  of  theirs ;  and,  when  ordered  to  carry  on  a 
suit,  his  discharging  it ;  when  we  see  all  this,  can  we  avoid  judging 
and  forming  our  opinions  upon  two  grand  points :  first,  that  no 
man  would  proceed  in  that  universal  patronage  of  guilt,  vmless  he 
was  guilty  himself :  next,  that  by  a  universal  connivance  for  four- 
teen years,  he  is  himself  the  cause  and  mainspring  of  all  the  evils, 
calamities,  extortion,  and  bribery,  that  have  prevailed  and  ravaged 
that  country  for  so  long  a  time  ?  There  is,  indeed,  no  doubt  either 
of  his  guilt,  or  of  the  consequences  of  it,  by  which  he  has  extin- 
guished the  last  expiring  hope  and  glimpse  that  remained,  of 
procuring  a  remedy  for  India  of  the  evils  that  exist  in  it. 

I  would  mention  that,  as  a  sort  of  postscript,  when  he  could  no 
longer  put  the  government  into  the  hands  of  that  infamous  woman, 
Munny  Begum,  he  sent  an  amorous  sentimental  letter  to  the  com- 
pany, describing  her  miserable  situation,  and  advising  the  company 
to  give  her  a  pension  of  72,000  rupees  a  year,  to  maintain  her.  He 
describes  her  situation  in  such  a  moving  way  as  must  melt  every 
heart.  He  supposes  her  to  be  reduced  to  want  by  the  cruel  orders 
of  the  company,  who  retain  from  her  money  which  they  were  never 
obliged  to  give  her.  This  representation,  which  he  makes  with  as 
much  fairness  as  he  represents  himself  to  be  in  a  state  of  the  most 
miserable  poverty  and  distress,  he  alone  made  to  the  company, 
because  his  colleagues  would  not  countenance  him  in  it ;  and  we 
find,  upon  looking  over  Lord  Comwalhs's  last  examination  into  the 
whole  state  of  this  unhappy  family,  that  this  woman  was  able  to 
lend  to  ]Mobarick  ul  Doula  twenty  thousand  pounds.  Mr.  Hastings, 
however,  could  not  avoid  making  this  representation  ;  because  he 
knew  that,  if  he  quitted  the  country  without  securing  that  woman 
by  giving  her  a  hope  that  she  could  procure  by  his  credit  here  that 
money  which  by  his  authority  he  had  before  procured  for  her,  she 
might  then  make  a  discovery  of  all  the  corruption  that  had  been 
carried  on  between  them;  and  therefore  he  squanders  away  the 
treasures  of  the  company,  in  order  to  secure  himself  from  any  such 
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detection,  and  to  procure  for  himself  rozanammas,  and  all  those 
fine  things.  He  knew  that  Munny  Begum,  that  the  whole  seraglio, 
that  all  the  country,  whom  he  had  put  under  the  dominion  of  Sir 
John  D'Oyley,  that  all  those  people  might  have  made  a  discovery  of 
all  his  corrupt  proceedings ;  he  therefore  gets  the  nabob  to  appoint 
Sir  John  D'Oyley  his  agent  here,  with  a  view  of  stopping  his 
mouth,  and  by  the  hope  of  another  160,000?.  a  year  to  prevent  his 
giving  an  account  of  the  dilapidation  and  robbery  that  was  made  of 
the  160,000?.  which  had  been  left  him. 

I  have  now  finished  what  I  proposed  to  say  relative  to  his  great 
fund  of  bribery,  in  the  first  instance  of  it,  namely,  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  the  country. 

There  is  another  system  of  bribery,  which  I  shall  state  before  my 
friends  produce  the  evidence.  He  put  up  all  the  great  offices  of 
the  country  to  sale ;  he  makes  use  of  the  trust  he  had  of  the  reve- 
nues in  order  to  destroy  the  whole  system  of  those  revenues,  and  to 
bind  them  and  make  them  subservient  to  his  system  of  bribery  :  and 
this  will  make  it  necessary  for  your  lordships  to  couple  the  consi- 
deration of  the  charge  of  the  revenues,  in  some  instances,  with  that 
of  bribery. 

The  next  day  your  lordships  meet  (when  I  hope  I  shall  not 
detain  you  so  long)  I  mean  to  open  the  second  stage  of  his  bribery, 
the  period  of  discovery ;  for  the  first  stage  was  the  period  of  con- 
cealment. When  he  found  his  bribes  could  no  longer  be  concealed, 
he  next  took  upon  him  to  discover  them  himself,  and  to  take  merit 
from  them. 

When  I  shall  have  opened  the  second  scene  of  his  peculation,  and 
his  new  principles  of  it,  when  you  see  him  either  treading  in  old  cor- 
ruptions, and  excelling  the  examples  he  imitated,  or  exhibiting  new 
ones  of  his  own,  in  which  of  the  two  his  conduct  is  the  most  iniqui- 
tous, and  attended  with  most  evil  to  the  company,  I  must  leave  your 
lordships  to  judge. 
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(me.  bueke.) 

My  Loeds, 
Agreeably  to  your  lordships'  proclamation,  which  I  have  just 
heard,  and  the  duty  enjoined  me  by  the  House  of  Commons,  I  come 
forward  to  make  good  their  charge  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
against  ^Varren  Hastings,  Esquire,  late  governor-general  of  Bengal, 
and  now  a  prisoner  at  your  bar.  My  lords,  since  I  had  last  the 
honour  of  standing  in  this  place  before  your  lordships,  an  event  has 
happened,  upon  which  it  is  diflBcult  to  speak,  and  impossible  to  be 
silent.  My  lords,  I  have  been  disavowed  by  those  who  sent  me 
here  to  represent  them.  My  lords,  I  have  been  disavowed  in  a 
material  part  of  that  engagement,  which  I  had  pledged  myself  to 
this  House  to  perform.  My  lords,  that  disavowal  has  been  followed 
by  a  censure ;  and  yet,  my  lords,  so  censured  and  so  disavowed,  and 
by  such  an  authority,  I  am  sent  here  again,  to  this  the  place  of  my 
offence,  under  the  same  commission,  by  the  same  authority,  to  make 
good  the  same  charge,  against  the  same  delinquent.  My  lords,  the 
situation  is  new  and  awful :  the  situation  is  such  as  I  believe,  and  I 
am  sure,  has  nothing  like  it  on  the  records  of  parliament,  nor  pro- 
bably in  the  history  of  mankind.  My  lords,  it  is  not  only  new  and 
singular,  but  I  believe,  to  many  persons,  who  do  not  look  into  the 
true  interior  nature  of  affairs,  it  may  appear,  that  it  would  be 
to  me  as  mortifying  as  it  is  unprecedented.  But,  my  lords,  I  have 
in  this  situation,  and  upon  the  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances, 
something  more  to  feed  my  mind  with  than  mere  consolation, 
because,  my  lords,  I  look  upon  the  whole  of  these  circumstances, 
considered  together,  as  the  strongest,  the  most  decisive,  and  the 
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least  equivocal  proof,  which  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  can  give, 
of  their  sincerity,  and  their  zeal  in  this  prosecution.  My  lords,  is 
it  from  a  mistaken  tenderness,  or  a  blind  partiality  to  me,  that  thus 
censured,  they  have  sent  me  to  this  place?  No,  my  lords,  it  is 
because  they  feel,  and  recognize  in  their  own  breasts,  that  active 
principle  of  justice,  that  zeal  for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  India, 
that  zeal  for  the  honour  of  Great  Britain,  which  characterizes  me 
and  my  excellent  associates  ;  that,  in  spite  of  any  defects  in  conse- 
quence of  that  zeal  which  they  applaud,  and  while  they  censure  its 
mistakes,  and,  because  they  censure  its  mistakes,  do  but  more 
applaud,  they  have  sent  me  to  this  place  instructed,  but  not  dis- 
mayed, to  pursue  this  prosecution  against  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire. 
Your  lordships  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  consider  this,  as  I  con- 
sider it,  not  as  a  thing  honourable  to  me,  in  the  iirst  place,  but  as 
honourable  to  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  whose  honour  the 
national  glory  is  deeply  concerned ;  and  I  shall  suffer  myself  with 
pleasure  to  be  sacrificed  perhaps  in  what  is  dearer  to  me  than  my 
life,  my  reputation,  rather  than  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  commons 
should  for  one  moment  have  faltered  in  their  duty.  I,  my  lords, 
on  the  one  hand,  feeling  myself  supported  and  encouraged,  feeling 
protection  and  countenance  from  this  admonition  and  warning 
which  has  been  given  to  me,  will  show  myself,  on  the  other  hand, 
not  unworthy  so  great  and  distinguished  a  mark  of  the  favour  of 
the  commons,  a  mark  of  favour  not  the  consequence  of  flattery, 
but  of  opinion.  I  shall  feel  animated  and  encouraged  by  so  noble  a 
reward,  as  I  shall  always  consider  the  confidence  of  the  commons 
to  be  ;  the  only  reward,  but  a  rich  reward,  which  I  have  received, 
for  the  toils  and  labours  of  a  long  life. 

The  commons  then  thus  vindicated,  and  myself  thus  encouraged, 
I  shall  proceed  to  make  good  the  charge,  in  which  the  honour  of 
the  commons,  that  is  the  national  honour,  is  so  deeply  concerned. 
For,  my  lords,  if  any  circumstance  of  weakness,  if  any  feebleness  of 
nerve,  if  any  yielding  to  weak  and  popular  opinions  and  delusions 
were  to  shake  us,  consider  what  the  situation  of  this  country  would 
be.  This  prosecution,  if  weakly  conceived,  ill  digested,  or  intem- 
perately  pursued,  ought  never  to  have  been  brought  to  your  lordships' 
bar :  but  being  brought  to  your  lordships'  bar,  the  nation  is  com- 
mitted to  it,  and  the  least  appearance  of  uncertainty  in  our  minds 
would  disgrace  us  for  ever.  Esto  perpeUia  has  been  said.  To  the 
glory  of  this  nation,  much  more  be  it  said,  esto  perpetua ;  and  I  will 
say,  that  as  we  have  raised  and  exhibited  a  theatre  of  justice,  which 
has  excited  the  admiration  of  all  Europe,  there  would  be  a  sort  of 
lustre  in  our  infamy,  and  a  splendour  in  the  disgrace  that  we  shall 
bring  upon  ourselves,  if  we  should,  just  at  that  moment,  turn  that 
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theatre  of  our  glory  into  a  spectacle  of  dishonour  beyond  what  has 
ever  happened  to  any  country  of  the  world. 

The  commons  of  Great  Britain,  whilst  willing  to  keep  a  strong 
and  firm  hand  over  all  those  who  represent  them  in  any  business,  do, 
at  the  same  time,  encourage  them  in  the  prosecution  of  it,  by  allow- 
ing them  a  just  discretion  and  latitude  wherever  their  own  orders 
have  not  marked  a  distinction.  I  shall  therefore  go  on  with  the 
more  cheerful  confidence,  not  only  for  the  reasons  that  I  have  stated, 
but  for  another  andinaterial  reason.  I  know  and  am  satisfied  that, 
in  the  nobleness  of  your  judgment,  you  will  always  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  person  that  gives  the  order,  and  the  organ  that  is 
to  execute  it.  The  House  of  Commons  know  no  such  thing  as 
indiscretion,  imprudence,  or  impropriety :  it  is  otherwise  with  their 
instruments.  Your  lordships  very  well  know,  that  if  you  hear  any 
thing  that  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  regular,  apt  to  bring  forward 
the  charge,  just,  prudent,  cogent,  you  are  to  give  it  to  the  commons 
of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled ;  if  you  should  hear  from 
me  (and  it  must  be  from  me  alone,  and  not  from  any  other  member 
of  the  committee)  any  thing  that  is  unworthy  of  that  situation,  that 
comes  feeble,  weak,  indigested,  or  iU-prepared,  you  are  to  attribute 
that  to  the  instrument.  Your  lordships'  judgment  would  do  this 
without  my  saying  it ;  but  whUst  I  claim  it  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mons for  their  dignity,  I  claim  for  myself  the  necessary  indulgence 
that  must  be  given  to  all  weakness.  Your  lordships,  then,  will 
impute  it,  where  you  would  have  imputed  it  without  my  desire.  It 
is  a  distinction  you  would  naturally  have  made,  and  the  rather, 
because  what  is  alleged  by  us  at  the  bar  is  not  the  ground  upon 
which  you  are  to  give  judgment.  If  not  only  I,  but  the  whole 
body  of  managers,  had  made  use  of  any  such  expressions  as  I  made 
use  of,  even  if  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assem- 
bled, if  the  collective  body  of  parliament,  if  the  voice  of  Europe, 
had  used  them ;  if  we  had  spoken  with  the  tongues  of  men  and 
angels,  you,  in  the  seat  of  judicature,  are  not  to  regard  what  we 
say,  but  what  we  prove ;  you  are  to  consider  whether  the  charge  is 
well  substantiated,  and  proof  brought  out  by  legal  inference  and 
argument.  You  know,  and  I  am  sure  the  habits  of  judging  which 
your  lordships  have  acquired  by  sitting  in  judgment,  must  better 
inform  you  than  any  other  men,  that  the  duties  of  life,  in  order  to 
be  well  performed,  must  be  methodized,  separated,  arranged,  and 
harmonized  in  such  a  manner,  that  they  shall  not  clash  with  one 
another ;  but  each  have  a  department,  assigned  and  separated  to 
itself.  My  lords,  in  that  manner  it  is,  that  we,  the  prosecutors, 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  principles  which  are  to  guide  the 
judgment:  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  defence  of  the 
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prisoner.  Your  lordships  well  know,  that  when  we  come  before 
you,  you  hear  a  party ;  that,  when  the  accused  come  before  you, 
you  hear  a  party :  that  it  is  for  you  to  doubt,  and  wait  till  you 
come  to  the  close,  before  you  decide :  that  it  is  for  us,  the  prosecu- 
tors, to  have  decided  before  we  came  here.  To  act  as  prosecutors, 
we  ought  to  have  no  doubt  or  hesitation,  nothing  trembling  or 
quivering  in  our  minds  upon  the  occasion.  We  ought  to  be  fully 
convinced  of  guilt,  before  we  come  to  you.  It  is  then  our  business 
to  bring  forward  the  proofs,  to  enforce  them  with  all  the  clearness, 
illustration,  example,  that  we  can  bring  forward ;  that  we  are  to 
show  the  circumstances  that  can  aggravate  the  guilt :  that  we  are 
to  go  further,  show  the  mischievous  consequences  and  tendency  of 
those  crimes  to  society ;  and  that  we  are,  if  able  so  to  do,  to  arouse 
and  awaken  in  the  minds  of  all  that  hear  us,  those  generous  and 
noble  sympathies,  which  Providence  has  planted  in  the  breasts  of 
all  men,  to  be  the  true  guardians  of  the  common  rights  of  humanity. 
Your  lordships  know  that  this  is  the  duty  of  the  prosecutors,  and 
that  therefore  we  are  not  to  consider  the  defence  of  the  party,  which 
is  wisely  and  properly  left  to  himself ;  but  we  are  to  press  the  accu- 
sation with  all  the  energy  of  which  it  is  capable,  and  to  come  with 
minds  perfectly  convinced  before  an  august  and  awful  tribunal, 
which  at  once  tries  the  accuser  and  the  accused. 

Having  stated  thus  much  with  respect  to  the  commons,  I  am  to 
read  to  your  lordships  the  resolution,  which  the  commons  have  come 
to  upon  this  great  occasion,  and  upon  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  say  a  very  few  words. 

My  lords,  the  commons  have  resolved  last  night,  and  I  did  not 
see  the  resolution  till  this  morning,  "  that  no  direction  or  authority 
was  given  by  this  House  to  the  committee  appointed  to  manage  the 
impeachment  against  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  to  make  any  charge 
or  allegation  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  respecting  the 
condemnation  or  execution  of  Nundcomar;  and  that  the  words 
spoken  by  the  Right  Honourable  Edmund  Burke,  one  of  the  said 
managers,  videlicet,  that  he  (meaning  Mr.  Hastings)  murdered 
that  man  (meaning  Nundcomar)  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
ought  not  to  have  been  spoken." 

My  lords,  this  is  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Your 
lordships  well  know  and  remember  my  having  used  such  or  similar 
words,  and  the  end  and  purpose  for  which  I  used  them.  I  owe  a 
few  words  of  explanation  to  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  who 
attend  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  be  the  observers  and 
spectators  of  my  conduct.  I  owe  it  to  your  lordships ;  I  owe  it  to 
this  great  auditory ;  I  owe  it  to  the  present  times  and  to  posterity, 
to  make  some  apology  for  a  proceeding  which  has  drawn  upon  me 
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the  disavowal  of  the  House  which  I  represent.  Your  lordships  will 
remember  that  this  charge,  which  I  have  opened  to  your  lordships, 
is  primarily  a  charge  founded  upon  the  evidence  of  the  rajah  Nund- 
comar,  and  consequently  I  thought  myself  obliged,  I  thought  it  a 
part  of  my  duty  to  support  the  credit  of  that  person,  who  is  the 
principal  evidence  to  support  the  direct  charge  that  is  brought 
before  your  lordships.  I  knew  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  antici- 
pated defence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  had  attempted  to 
shake  the  credit  of  that  witness.  I  therefore  thought  myself  justi- 
fied in  informing  your  lordships,  and  in  warning  him,  that  if  he  did 
attempt  to  shake  the  credit  of  an  important  witness  against  him  by 
an  allegation  of  his  having  been  condemned  and  executed  for  a 
forgery,  I  would  endeavour  to  support  his  credit  by  attacking  that 
very  prosecution,  which  brought  on  that  condemnation  and  that 
execution ;  and  that  I  did  consider  it,  and  would  lay  grounds  before 
your  lordships  to  prove  it,  to  be  a  murder  committed,  instead  of  a 
justification  set  up,  or  that  ought  to  be  set  up. 

Now,  my  lords,  I  am  ordered  by  the  commons  no  longer  to 
persist  in  that  declaration,  and  I,  who  know  nothing  in  this  place, 
and  ought  to  know  nothing  in  this  place,  but  obedience  to  the  com- 
mons, do  mean,  when  Mr.  Hastings  makes  that  objection,  if  he 
shall  be  advised  to  make  it  against  the  credit  of  rajah  Nundcomar, 
not  thus  to  support  that  credit ;  and,  therefore,  that  objection  to 
the  credit  of  the  witness  must  go  unrefuted  by  me.  My  lords,  I 
must  admit,  perhaps  against  my  private  judgment,  (but  that  is  of 
no  consideration  for  your  lordships,  when  opposed  to  the  judgment 
of  the  House  of  Commons,)  or,  at  least,  not  contest  that  a  first 
minister  of  state,  in  a  great  kingdom,  who  had  the  benefit  of  the 
administration,  and  of  the  entire  and  absolute  command  of  a 
revenue  of  fifteen  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year,  had  been  guilty 
of  a  paltry  forgery  in  Calcutta ;  that  this  man,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  this  paltry  forgery,  had  waited  for  his  sentence  and  his  punish- 
ment, till  a  body  of  English  judges,  armed  with  an  English  statute, 
came  to  Calcutta ;  and  that  this  happened  at  the  very  happy  nick 
and  moment,  when  he  was  accusing  Mr.  Hastings  of  the  bribery, 
with  which  we  now,  in  the  name  of  the  commons,  charge  him ;  that 
it  was  owing  to  an  entirely  fortuitous  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  share,  or  that  it  was  owing  to  some- 
thing beyond  this,  something  that  is  rather  pious  than  fortuitous, 
namely,  that,  as  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  himself,  "  all  persuasions 
of  men  were  impressed  with  a  superstitious  beUef,  that  a  fortunate 
influence  directed  all  my  actions  to  their  destined  ends."  I,  not 
being  at  that  time  infected  with  the  superstition,  and  eonsidermg 
what  I  thought  Mr.  Hastings's  guilt  to  be,  and  what  I  must  prove 
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it  to  be,  as  well  as  I  can,  did  not  believe  that  Providence  did  watch 
over  Mr.  Hastings,  so  as  in  the  nick  of  time,  hke  a  god  in  a 
machine,  to  come  down  to  save  him  in  the  moment  of  his  imminent 
peril  and  distress :  I  did  not  think  so,  but  I  must  not  say  so. 

But  now  to  show  that  it  was  not  weakly,  loosely,  or  idly,  that  I 
took  up  this  business,  or  that  I  anticipated  a  defence  which  it  was 
not  probable  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  make  (and  I  wish  to  speak  to 
your  lordships  in  the  first  instance,  but  to  the  commons  in  the  next), 
I  will  read  part  of  Mr.  Hastings's  defence  before  the  House  of 
Commons ;  it  is  in  evidence  before  your  lordships.  He  says  :  "  My 
accuser"  (meaning  myself,  then  acting  as  a  private  member  of  par- 
liament) "  charges  me  with  the  receipt  of  large  sums  of  money,  cor- 
ruptly taken  before  the  promulgation  of  the  regulating  act  of  1 773, 
contrary  to  my  covenants  with  the  company,  and  with  the  receipt 
of  very  large  sums  taken  since,  in  defiance  of  that  law,  and  contrary 
to  my  declared  sense  of  its  provisions."  And  he  ushers  in  this 
charge  in  the  following  pompous  diction  : — "  That  in  March,  1775, 
the  late  rajah  Nundcomar,  a  native  Hindoo  of  the  highest  caste  in 
his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  society,  by  the  offices  which 
he  had  held  under  the  country  government,  did  lay  before  the 
council  an  account  of  various  sums  of  money,"  &c.  "  It  would 
naturally  strike  every  person,  ignorant  of  the  character  of  Nund- 
comar, that  an  accusation  made  by  a  person  of  the  highest  caste  in 
his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  by  his  offices,  demanded  par- 
ticular notice,  and  acquired  a  considerable  degree  of  credit,  from  a 
prevalent  association  of  ideas,  that  a  nice  sense  of  honour  is  con- 
nected with  an  elevated  rank  of  life :  but  when  this  honourable 
House  is  informed  that  my  accuser  knew  (though  he  suppressed  the 
facts)  that  this  person,  of  high  rank  and  high  caste,  had  forfeited 
every  pretension  to  honour,  veracity,  and  credit ;  that  these  are 
facts  recorded  in  the  very  proceedings  which  my  accuser  partially 
quotes,  proving  this  man  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  most  flagrant 
forgery  of  letters  from  Munny  Begum  and  the  nabob  Zetram  ul 
Dowlah  (independent  of  the  forgery  for  which  he  suffered  death), 
of  the  most  deliberate  treachery  to  the  state,  for  which  he  was  con- 
fined, by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  limits  of  the 
town  of  Calcutta,  in  order  to  prevent  his  dangerous  intrigues  ;  and 
of  having  violated  every  principle  of  common  honesty  in  private 
life ;  I  say,  when  this  honourable  House  is  acquainted  it  is  from 
mutilated  and  garbled  assertions,  founded  on  the  testimony  of  such 
an  evidence,  without  the  whole  matter  being  fairly  stated,  I  do  hope 
and  trust  it  will  be  sufficient  for  them  to  reject  now  these  vague 
and  unsupported  charges,  in  like  manner  as  they  were  before 
rejected  by  the  court  of  directors,  and  his  majesty's  ministers,  when 
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they  were  first  made  by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and 
Mr.  Francis. 

"  I  must  here  interrupt  the  course  of  my  defence  to  explain  on 
what  grounds  I  employed  or  had  any  connexion  with  a  man  of  so 
flagitious  a  character  as  Nundcomar." 

My  lords,  I  hope  this  was  a  good  and  reasonable  ground  for  me 
to  anticipate  the  defence  which  Mr.  Hastings  would  make  in  this 
House,  namely,  on  the  known,  recognized,  infamous  character  of 
Nundcomar  with  regard  to  certain  proceedings  there  charged  at 
large,  with  regard  to  one  forgery,  for  which  he  suffered,  and  two 
other  forgeries,  with  which  Mr  Hastings  charged  him.  I,  who 
found  that  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  had  received  that  very 
identical  charge  of  Nundcomar,  and  given  it  to  me,  in  trust,  to 
make  it  good,  did  naturally,  I  hope  excusably  (for  that  is  the  only 
ground  upon  which  I  stand),  endeavour  to  support  that  credit, 
upon  which  the  House  acted.  I  hope  I  did  so,  and  I  hope  that  the 
goodness  of  that  intention  may  excuse  me,  if  I  went  a  little  too  far 
on  that  occasion.  I  would  have  endeavoured  to  support  that  credit 
which  it  was  much  Air.  Hastings's  interest  to  shake,  and  which  he 
had  before  attempted  to  shake. 

Your  lordships  will  have  the  goodness  to  suppose  me  now  making 
my  apology,  and  by  no  manner  of  means  intending  to  persist  either 
in  this,  or  ia  any  thing  which  the  House  of  Commons  shall  desire 
me  not  to  declare  in  their  name.  But  the  House  of  Commons  has 
not  denied  me  the  liberty  to  make  you  this  just  apology;  God 
forbid  they  should  !  for  they  would  be  guilty  of  great  injustice  if 
they  did.  The  House  of  Commons,  whom  I  represent,  will  likewise 
excuse  me,  their  representative,  whilst  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 
support  their  characters  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  to  make  an 
apology,  and  only  a  humble  apology,  for  my  conduct,  for  having  con- 
sidered that  act  in  the  light  that  I  represented  it ;  and  which  I  did 
merely  from  my  private  opinion,  without  any  formal  instruction 
from  the  House.  For  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  House  is  per- 
fectly right,  inasmuch  as  the  House  did  neither  formally  instruct 
me,  nor  at  all  forbid  my  making  use  of  such  an  argument ;  and 
therefore  I  have  given  your  lordships  the  reason  why  it  was  fit  to 
make  use  of  such  argument,  if  it  was  right  to  make  use  of  it.  I 
am  in  the  memory  of  your  lordships  that  I  did  conceive  it  to  be 
relevant,  and  it  was  by  the  poverty  of  the  language  I  was  led  to 
express  my  private  feelings  under  the  name  of  a  murder.  For,  if 
the  language  had  furnished  me,  under  the  impression  of  those  feel- 
ings, with  a  word  sufficient  to  convey  the  compHcated  atrocity  of 
that  act,  as  I  felt  it  in  my  mind,  I  woidd  not  have  made  use  of  the 
word  murder.     It  was  on  account  of  the  language  furnishing  me 
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with  no  other  I  was  obliged  to  use  that  word.  Your  lordships  do 
not  imagine,  I  hope,  that  I  used  that  word  in  any  other  than  a 
moral  and  popular  sense,  or  that  I  used  it  in  the  legal  and  technical 
sense  of  the  word  murder .  Your  lordships  know  that  I  could  not 
bring  before  this  bar  any  commoner  of  Great  Britain  on  a  charge 
for  murder.  I  am  not  so  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  constitution  ot 
my  country,  I  expressed  an  act  which  I  conceived  to  be  of  an 
atrocious  and  evil  nature,  and  partaking  of  some  of  the  moral  evil 
consequences  of  that  crime.  What  led  me  into  that  error  ?  Nine 
years'  meditation  upon  that  subject. 

My  lords,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  the  year  1780  sent  a  petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons  complaining  of  that  very  chief  justice. 
Sir  Elijah  Impey.  The  House  of  Commons,  who  then  had  some 
trust  in  me,  as  they  have  some  trust  still,  did  order  me,  along  with 
persons  more  wise  and  judicious  than  myself,  several  of  whom  stand 
near  me,  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  justice  of  that 
country.  The  consequence  of  that  inquiry  was,  that  we  began  to 
conceive  a  very  bad  opinion  both  of  the  complainant  and  defendant 
in  that  business :  that  we  found  the  English  justice  to  be,  as 
we  thought  it,  and  reported  it  to  the  House,  a  grievance,  instead 
of  a  redress,  to  the  people  of  India. — I  could  bring  before  your 
lordships,  if  I  did  not  spare  your  patience,  whole  volumes  of 
reports,  whole  bodies  of  evidence,  which  in  the  progress  we  have 
made  in  the  course  of  eight  or  nine  years,  brought  to  my  mind 
such  a  conviction  as  will  never  be  torn  from  my  heart  but  with  my 
life :  and  I  should  have  no  heart  that  was  fit  to  lodge  any  honest 
sentiment,  if  I  departed  from  my  opinion  upon  that  occasion. 
But,  when  I  declare  my  own  firm  opinion  upon  it ;  when  I  declare 
the  reasons  that  led  me  to  it ;  when  I  mention  the  long  meditation 
that  preceded  my  founding  a  judgment  upon  it,  the  strict  inquiry, 
the  many  hours  and  days  spent  in  consideration,  collation,  and 
comparison,  I  trust,  that  infirmity,  which  could  be  actuated  by  no 
malice  to  one  party  or  the  other,  may  be  excused ;  I  trust  that  I 
shall  meet  with  this  indulgence,  when  your  lordships  consider  that, 
as  far  as  you  know  me,  as  far  as  my  public  services  for  many  years 
account  for  me,  I  am  a  man  of  a  slow,  laborious,  inquisitive 
temper,  that  I  do  seldom  leave  a  pursuit  without  leaving  marks, 
perhaps  of  my  weakness,  but  leaving  marks  of  that  labour ;  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  that  labour,  I  made  that  afiirmation,  and 
thought  the  natm-e  of  the  cause  obliged  me  to  support  and  sub- 
stantiate it.  It  is  true  that  those  who  sent  me  here,  have 
sagacity  to  decide  upon  the  subject  in  a  week  ;  they  can,  in  one 
week,  discover  the  errors  of  my  labours  for  nine  years. 

Now  that  I  have  made  this  apology  to  you,  I  assure  you,  you 
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shall  never  hear  me,  either  in  my  own  name  here,  much  less  in  the 
name  of  the  commons,  urge  one  thing  to  you  in  support  of  the 
credit  of  Nundcomar  grounded  upon  that  judgment,  until  the 
House  shall  instruct  and  order  me  otherwise ;  because  I  know,  that 
when  I  can  discover  their  sentiments,  I  ought  to  know  nothing  here, 
but  what  is  in  strict  and  literal  obedience  to  them. 

My  lords,  another  thing  might  make  me  perhaps  a  little  willing 
to  be  admitted  to  the  proof  of  what  I  advanced,  and  that  is,  the 
very  answer  of  Mr*.  Hastings  to  this  charge,  which  the  House 
of  Commons,  however,  have  adopted,  and  therefore  in  some  degree 
purified.  "  To  the  malicious  part  of  this  charge,  which  is  the 
condemnation  of  Nundcomar  for  a  forgery,  I  do  declare,  in  the 
most  solemn  and  unreserved  manner,  that  I  had  no  concern,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  apprehending,  prosecuting,  or  executing 
of  Nundcomar.  He  suflFered  for  a  crime  of  forgery  which  he  had 
committed  in  a  private  trust  that  was  delegated  to  him,  and  for 
which  he  had  been  prosecuted  in  the  dewannee  courts  of  the 
country  before  the  institution  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature. 
To  adduce  this  circumstance,  therefore,  as  a  confirmation  of  what 
was  before  suspicious  from  his  general  depravity  of  character,  is 
just  as  reasonable  as  to  assert  that  the  accusations  of  Empson  and 
Dudley  were  confii-med,  because  they  suffered  death  for  their 
atrocious  acts." 

My  lords,  this  was  Mr.  Hastings's  defence  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  it  is  now  in  evidence  before  your  lordships.  In 
this  defence,  he  supposes  the  charge  which  was  made  originally 
before  the  commons,  and  which  the  commons  voted,  (though  after- 
wards, for  the  convenience  of  shortening  it,  the  affair  was  brought 
before  your  lordships  in  the  way  in  which  it  is,)  he  supposes,  I  say, 
the  whole  to  proceed  from  a  malicious  intention ;  and  I  hope 
your  lordships  will  not  think,  and  I  hope  the  commons,  reconsider- 
ing this  matter,  will  not  think,  that,  when  such  an  imputation  of 
malice  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  this  corroborating 
argument,  which  was  used  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  prove  his 
guilt,  I  was  wrong  in  attempting  to  support  the  House  of  Commons 
against  his  imputation  of  malice. 

I  must  observe  where  I  am  hmited  and  where  I  am  not.  I  am 
limited,  strictly,  fully,  (and  your  lordships  and  my  country,  who 
hear  me,  will  judge  how  faithfully  I  shall  adhere  to  that  limitation,) 
not  to  support  the  credit  of  Nundcomar  by  any  allegation  against 
Mr.  Hastings  respecting  his  condemnation  or  execution;  but 
I  am  not  at  all  limited  from  endeavouring  to  support  his  credit 
against  Mr.  Hastings's  charges  of  other  forgeries  ;  and  from  show- 
ing you,  what  I  hope  to  show  you  clearly  in  a  few  words,  that 
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Nundcomar  cannot  be  presumed  guilty  of  forgery  with  more  pro- 
bability, than  Mr.  Hastings  is  guilty  of  bringing  forward  a  light 
and  dangerous  (for  I  use  no  other  words  than  a  light  and  dan- 
gerous) charge  of  forgery  when  it  serves  his  purpose.  Mr.  Hast- 
ings charges  Nundcomar  with  two  other  forgeries.  "  These  two 
forgeries,"  he  says,  "are  facts  recorded  in  the  very  proceedings 
which  my  accuser  partially  quotes,  proving  this  man  to  have  been 
guilty  of  a  most  flagrant  forgery  of  a  letter  from  Munny  Begum, 
and  of  a  letter  from  the  nabob  Zeteram  ul  Doulah,"  and,  therefore, 
he  infers  malice  in  those  who  impute  any  thing  improper  to  him, 
knowing  that  the  proof  stood  so.  Here  he  asserts,  that  there 
are  records  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  on  the  company's 
proceedings  and  consultations,  proving  Nundcomar  to  have  been 
guilty  of  these  two  forgeries.  Turn  over  the  next  page  of  his 
printed  defence,  and  you  find  a  very  extraordinary  thing.  You 
would  have  imagined  that  this  forgery  of  a  letter  from  Munny 
Begum,  which,  he  says,  is  recognized  and  proved  on  the  journals, 
was  a  forgery  charged  by  Munny  Begum  herself,  or  by  somebody 
on  her  part,  or  some  person  concerned  in  this  business.  There 
is  no  other  charge  of  it  whatever,  but  the  charge  of  Warren 
Hastings  himself.  He  wants  you  to  discredit  a  man  for  forgery 
upon  no  evidence  under  heaven  but  that  of  his  own,  who  thinks 
proper,  without  any  sort  of  authority,  without  any  sort  of  reference, 
without  any  sort  of  collateral  evidence,  to  charge  a  man  with  that 
very  direct  forgery.  "You  are,"  he  says,  "  well  informed  of  the 
reasons  which  first  induced  me  to  give  any  space  of  my  confidence 
to  Nundcomar,  with  whose  character  I  was  acquainted  by  an 
experience  of  many  years.  The  means  which  he  took  to  acquire 
it  were  peculiar  to  himself.  He  sent  a  messenger  to  me  at 
Madras,  on  the  first  news  of  my  appointment  to  this  presidency, 
with  pretended  letters  from  Munny  Begum  and  the  nabob  Zeteram 
ul  Dowlah,  the  brother  of  the  nabob  Jaffier  Ally  Oawn,  filled 
with  bitter  invectives  against  Mahomet  Reza  Oawn,  and  of  as 
warm  recommendations,  as  I  recollect,  of  Nundcomar.  I  have 
been  since  informed  by  the  begum,  that  the  letter  which  bore  her 
seal  was  a  complete  forgery ;  and  that  she  was  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  use  which  had  been  made  of  her  name,  till  informed  of  it 
by  Juggut  Ohund,  Nundcomar's  son-in-law,  who  was  sent  to  her 
expressly  to  entreat  her  not  to  divulge  it.  Mr.  Middleton,  whom 
she  consulted  on  this  occasion,  can  attest  the  truth  of  this  story." 

Mr.  Middleton  is  dead,  my  lords.  This  is  not  the  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  whom  your  lordships  heard,  and  know  well  in  this  House,  but 
a  brother  of  that  Mr.  Middleton,  who  is  since  dead.     Your  lordr- 
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ships  find,  when  we  refer  to  the  records  of  the  company  for  the 
proof  of  this  forgery,  that  there  is  no  other  than  the  unsupported 
assertion  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  that  he  was  guilty  of  it.  Now 
that  was  bad  enough  ;  but  then  hear  the  rest.  Mr.  Hastings  has 
charged  this  unhappy  man,  whom  we  must  not  defend,  with  another 
forgery ;  he  has  charged  him  with  a  forgery  of  a  letter  from 
Zeteram  ul  Doulah  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Now,  you  would  imagine, 
that  he  would  have  given  his  own  authority  at  least  for  that 
assertion,  which  he  Says  was  proved.  He  goes  on,  and  says,  "  I 
have  not  yet  had  the  curiosity  to  inquire  of  the  nabob,  Zeteram  ul 
Dowlah,  whether  his  letter  was  of  the  same  stamp :  but  I  cannot 
doubt  it." 

Now  here  he  begins  in  this  very  defence,  which  is  before  your 
lordships,  to  charge  a  forgery,  upon  the  credit  of  Munny  Begum, 
without  supporting  it  even  by  his  own  testimony;  and  another 
forgery,  in  the  name  of  Zeteram  ul  Doulah,  which,  he  said,  he  had 
not  even  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into,  and  yet  desires  you,  at  the 
same  time,  to  believe  it  to  be  proved.  Good  God  !  in  what  con- 
dition do  men  of  the  first  character  and  situation  in  that  country 
stand,  when  we  have  here  delivered  to  us,  as  a  record  of  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Hastings''s  own  assertions,  saying,  that  these  forgeries 
were  proved,  though  you  have,  for  the  first,  nothing  but  his  own 
unsupported  assertion,  and,  for  the  second,  his  declaration  only, 
that  he  had  not  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into  it.  I  am  not  for- 
bidden by  the  commons  to  state  how  and  on  what  slight  grounds 
Warren  Hastmgs  charges  the  natives  of  the  country  with  forgery ; 
neither  am  I  forbidden  to  bring  forward  the  accusation,  which 
Mr.  Hastings  made  against  Nundcomar  for  a  conspiracy, 
nor  the  event  of  it,  nor  any  circumstance  relative  to  it.  I  shall 
therefore  proceed  in  the  best  manner  I  can.  There  was  a  period, 
among  the  revolutions  of  philosophy,  when  there  was  an  opinion 
that,  if  a  man  lost  one  limb,  or  organ,  the  strength  of  that  which 
was  lost  retired  into  what  was  left,  ily  lords,  if  we  are  strait- 
ened in  this,  then  our  vigour  will  be  redoubled  in  the  rest ;  and  we 
shall  use  it  with  double  force.  If  the  top  and  point  of  the  sword 
is  broken  off,  we  shall  take  the  hilt  in  our  hand,  and  fight  with 
whatever  remains  of  the  weapon  against  bribery,  corruption,  and 
peculation ;  and  we  shall  use  double  diligence  under  any  restraint, 
which  the  wisdom  of  the  commons  may  lay  upon  us,  or  your  lord- 
ships' wisdom  may  oblige  us  to  submit  to. 

Having  gone  through  this  business,  and  shown  in  what  manner 
I  am  restrained,  where  I  am  not  to  repel  :Mr.  Hastings's  defence, 
and  where  I  am  left  at  large  to  do  it,  I  shall  submit  to  the  strict 
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injunction  with  the  utmost  possible  humility,  and  enjoy  the  liberty 
which  is  left  to  me  with  vigour,  with  propriety,  and  with  discretion, 
I  trust. 

My  lords,  when  the  circumstance  happened,  which  has  given 
occasion  to  the  long  parenthesis  by  which  my  discourse  has  been 
interrupted,  I  remember  I  was  beginning  to  open  to  your  lord- 
ships the  second  period  of  Mr.  Hastings's  scheme  and  system  of 
bribery.  My  lords,  his  bribery  is  so  extensive,  and  has  had  such 
a  variety  in  it,  that  it  must  be  distinguished  not  only  with  regard 
to  its  kind,  but  must  be  likewise  distinguished  according  to  the 
periods  of  bribery  and  the  epochas  of  peculation  committed  by  him. 
In  the  first  of  those  periods  we  shall  prove  to  your  lordships,  I 
believe,  without  the  aids  that  we  hoped  for ;  (your  lordships  allow- 
ing, as  I  trust  you  will  do,  a  good  deal  for  our  situation ;)  we  shall 
be  able,  I  say,  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Hastings  took  as  a  bribe,  for 
appointing  Munny  Begum,  three  lac  and  a  half  of  rupees ;  we 
shall  prove  the  taking  at  the  same  time  the  rajeshye  bribes.  Mr. 
Hastings  at  that  time  followed  bribery  in  a  natural  manner;  he 
took  a  bribe,  he  took  it  as  large  as  he  could ;  he  concealed  it  as 
well  as  he  could,  and  he  got  out  of  it  by  artifice,  or  boldness,  by 
use  of  trick,  or  use  of  power,  just  as  he  was  enabled :  he  acted 
like  a  wild  natural  man,  void  of  instruction,  discipline,  and  art. 

The  second  period  opened  another  system  of  bribery.  About 
this  time  he  began  to  think  (from  what  communication  your 
lordships  may  guess)  of  other  means  by  which,  when  he  could  no 
longer  conceal  any  bribe  that  he  had  received,  he  not  only  might 
exempt  himself  from  the  charge  and  the  punishment  of  guilt, 
but  might  convert  it  into  a  kind  of  merit,  and  instead  of  a 
breaker  of  laws,  a  violator  of  his  trust,  a  receiver  of  scandalous 
bribes,  a  peculator  of  the  first  magnitude,  might  make  himself  to 
be  considered  as  a  great  distinguishing  eminent  financier,  a  col- 
lector of  revenue  in  new  and  extraordinary  ways ;  and  that  we 
should  thus  at  once  praise  his  diligence,  industry,  and  ingenuity. 
The  scheme  he  set  on  foot  was  this :  he  pretended  that  the  com- 
pany could  not  exist  upon  principles  of  strict  justice,  (for  so  he 
expresses  it,)  and  that  their  affairs,  in  many  cases,  could  not  be 
so  well  accommodated  by  a  regular  revenue,  as  by  privately  taking 
money,  which  was  to  be  applied  to  their  service  by  the  person  who 
took  it,  at  his  discretion.  This  was  the  principle  he  laid  dovm. 
It  would  hardly  be  believed,  I  imagine,  unless  strong  proof  ap- 
peared, that  any  man  could  be  so  daring  as  to  hold  up  such  a 
resource  to  a  regular  government,  which  had  three  million  of  known, 
avowed,  a  great  part  of  it  territorial,  revenue.  But  it  is  necessary, 
it  seems,  to  piece  out  the  lion's  skin  with  a  fox's  tail ;  to  tack  on 
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a  little  piece  of  bribery  and  a  little  piece  of  peculation,  in  order  to 
help  out  the  resources  of  a  great  and  flourishing  state ;  that  they 
should  have  in  the  knavery  of  their  sei-vants,  in  the  breach  of  their 
laws,  and  in  the  entire  defiance  of  their  covenants,  a  real  resource 
applicable  to  their  necessities ;  of  which  they  were  not  to  judge, 
but  the  persons  who  were  to  take  the  bribes :  and  that  the  bribes 
thus  taken  were,  by  a  mental  reservation,  a  private  intention  in 
the  mind  of  the  taker,  unknown  to  the  giver,  to  be  some  time  or 
other,  in  some  way'or  other,  applied  to  the  public  service.  The 
taking  such  bribes  was  to  become  a  justifiable  act,  in  consequence 
of  that  reservation  in  the  mind  of  the  person  who  took  them,  and 
he  was  not  to  be  called  to  account  for  them  in  any  other  way 
than  as  he  thought  fit. 

My  lords,  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  the  year  1773,  the 
whole  drift  of  which,  I  may  say,  was  to  prevent  bribery,  peculation, 
and  extortion  in  the  company's  servants ;  and  the  act  was  penned, 
I  think,  with  as  much  strictness  and  rigour  as  ever  act  was  penned. 
The  twenty-fourth  clause  of  chap.  63,  13  Geo.  III.,  has  the  follow- 
ing enactment :  "  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August,  1774,  no  person 
holding  or  exercising  any  civil  or  military  office  under  the  crown,  or 
the  said  united  company  in  the  East  Indies,  shall  accept,  receive, 
or  take,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  on  his  behalf,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  of  and  from  any  of 
the  Indian  princes  or  powers,  or  their  ministers  or  agents,  (or  any 
of  the  natives  of  Asia,)  any  present,  gift,  donation,  gratuity,  or 
reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  upon  any  account,  or  on  any  pre- 
tence whatsoever ;  or  any  promise  or  engagement  for  any  present, 
gift,  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward ;  and  if  any  person,  holding  or 
exercising  any  such  ci\'il  or  military  office,  shall  be  guilty  of  any 
such  offence,  and  shall  be  thereof  legally  convicted,"  &c.  &c. 

It  then  imposes  the  penalties,  and  your  lordships  see  that  human 
wisdom  cannot  pen  an  act  more  strongly  directed  against  taking 
bribes  upon  any  pretence  whatever.  This  act  of  parhament  was 
in  affirmance  of  the  covenant  entered  into  by  the  servants  of  the  com- 
pany, and  of  the  explicit  orders  of  the  company,  which  forbid  any 
person  whatever  in  trust — "  directly  or  indirectly,  to  accept,  take, 
or  receive,  or  agree  to  accept,  take,  or  receive,  any  gift,  reward, 
gratuity,  allowance,  donation,  or  compensation,  in  money,  effects, 
jewels,  or  otherwise  liowsoever,  from  any  of  the  Indian  princes, 
sovereigns,  subahs,  or  nabobs,  or  any  of  their  ministers,  servants, 
or  agents,  exceeding  the  value  of  4000  rupees,  &:c.  &c. 

"  And  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  shall  and  will  convey, 
assign,  and  make  over  to  the  said  united  company,  for  their  sole 
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and  proper  use  and  benefit,  all  and  every  such  gifts,  rewards, 
gratuities,  allowances,  donations,  or  compensations  whatsoever, 
which,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents, 
shall  come  into  the  hands,  possession,  or  power  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  him  or  for 
his  use." 

The  nature  of  the  covenant,  the  act  of  parliament,  and  the  com- 
pany's orders  are  clear.  First,  they  have  not  forbidden  their 
governor-general,  nor  any  of  their  governors,  to  take  and  accept 
from  the  princes  of  the  country,  openly  and  publicly,  for  their  use, 
any  territories,  lands,  sums  of  money,  or  other  donations,  which 
may  be  offered  in  consequence  of  treaty  or  otherwise.  It  was 
necessary  to  distinguish  this  from  every  other  species  of  acceptance, 
because  many  occasions  occurred,  in  which  fines  were  paid  to  the 
company  in  consequence  of  treaties  ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  autho- 
rize the  receipt  of  the  same  in  the  company's  treasury,  as  an  open 
and  known  proceeding.  It  was  never  dreamed  that  this  should 
justify  the  taking  of  bribes,  privately  and  clandestinely,  by  the 
governor,  or  any  other  servant  of  the  company,  for  the  purpose  of 
its  future  application  to  the  company's  use.  It  is  declared  that  all 
such  bribes  and  money  received  should  be  the  property  of  the  com- 
pany. And  why  ?  As  a  means  of  recovering  them  out  of  the 
corrupt  hands  that  had  taken  them ;  and  therefore  this  was  not  a 
licence  for  bribery,  but  a  prohibitory  and  penal  clause,  providing 
the  means  of  coercion,  and  making  the  prohibition  stronger.  Now 
Mr.  Hastings  has  found  out  that  this  very  coercive  clause,  which 
was  made  in  order  to  enable  his  superiors  to  get  at  him  and  punish 
him  for  bribery,  is  a  licence  for  him  to  receive  bribes.  He  is  not 
only  a  practitioner  of  bribery,  but  a  professor,  a  doctor  upon  the 
subject.  His  opinion  is,  that  he  might  take  presents  or  bribes  to 
himself ;  he  considers  the  penal  clause  which  the  company  attached 
to  their  prohibition,  and  by  which  all  such  bribes  are  constructively 
declared  to  be  theirs,  in  order  to  recover  them  out  of  his  hands, 
as  a  licence  to  receive  bribes,  to  extort  money,  and  he  goes  with 
the  very  prohibition  in  his  hand,  the  very  means  by  which  he  was  to 
be  restrained,  to  exercise  an  unlimited  bribery,  peculation,  and 
extortion,  over  the  unhappy  natives  of  the  country. 

The  moment  he  finds  that  the  company  has  got  a  scent  of  any  one 
of  his  bribes,  he  comes  forward  and  says,  to  be  sure,  I  took  it  as  a 
bribe  :  I  admit  the  party  gave  me  it  as  a  bribe  :  I  concealed  it  for 
a  time,  because  I  thought  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  company  to 
conceal  it :  but  I  had  a  secret  intention,  in  my  own  mind,  of 
applying  it  to  their  service  :  you  shall  have  it ;  but  you  shall  have 
it  as  I  please,  and  when  I  please  ;  and  this  bribe  becomes  sane- 
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tified  the  moment  I  think  fit  to  apply  it  to  your  service.  Now,  can 
it  be  supposed  that  the  India  Company,  or  that  the  act  of  parliament, 
meant,  by  declaring  that  the  property  taken  by  a  corrupt  servant, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  of  his  covenant,  was  theirs,  to  give  a 
licence  to  take  such  property ;  and  that  one  mode  of  obtaining  a 
revenue  was  by  the  breach  of  the  very  covenants  which  were  meant 
to  prevent  extortion,  peculation,  and  corruption!  What  sort  of 
body  is  the  India  Company,  which,  coming  to  the  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy by  the  robbery  of  half  the  world,  is,  afterwards,  to  subsist 
upon  the  alms  of  peculation  and  bribery,  to  have  its  strength 
recruited  by  the  violation  of  the  covenants  imposed  upon  its  own 
servants  I  It  is  an  odd  sort  of  body  to  be  so  fed  and  so  supported. 
This  new  constitution  of  revenue,  that  he  has  made,  is  indeed  a 
very  singular  contrivance.  It  is  a  revenue  to  be  collected  by  any 
officer  of  the  company  (for  they  are  aU  alike  forbidden,  and  all  alike 
permitted),  to  be  collected  by  any  person,  from  any  person,  at  any 
time,  in  any  proportion,  by  any  means,  and  in  any  way  he  pleases ; 
and  to  be  accounted  for,  or  not  to  be  accounted  for,  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  collector ;  and,  if  applied  to  their  use,  to  be  applied  at  his 
discretion,  and  not  at  the  discretion  of  his  employers.  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  such  a  system  of  revenue  never  was  before 
thought  of.  The  next  part  is  an  exchequer,  which  he  has  formed, 
corresponding  with  it.  You  will  find  the  board  of  exchequer  made 
up  of  officers  ostensibly  in  the  company's  service,  of  their  public 
accountant  and  public  treasurer,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  uses  as  an 
accountant  and  treasurer  of  bribes,  accountable  not  to  the  com- 
pany, but  to  himself,  acting  in  no  public  manner,  and  never  acting 
but  upon  his  requisition,  concealing  all  his  frauds  and  artifices  to 
prevent  detection  and  discovery.  In  short,  it  is  an  exchequer,  in 
which,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  repeat  the  words  I  made  use  of  on 
a  former  occasion,  extortion  is  the  assessor,  in  which  fraud  is  the 
treasurer,  confusion  the  accountant,  oblivion  the  remembrancer. 
That  these  are  not  mere  words,  I  will  exemplify  as  I  go  through 
the  detail :  I  will  show  you  that  every  one  of  the  things  I  have 
stated  are  truths,  in  fact,  and  that  these  men  are  bound  by  the  con- 
dition of  their  recognized  fidelity  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  keep  back  his 
secrets,  to  change  the  accounts,  to  alter  the  items,  to  make  him 
debtor  or  creditor  at  pleasure ;  and,  by  that  means,  to  throw  the 
whole  system  of  the  company's  accounts  into  confusion. 

I  have  shown  the  impossibility  of  the  company's  having  intended 
to  authorize  such  a  revenue,  much  less  such  a  constitution  of  it  as 
Mr.  Hastings  has  drawn  from  the  very  prohibitions  of  bribery,  and 
such  an  exchequer  as  he  has  formed  upon  the  principles  I  have 
stated.     You  will  not  dishonour  the  legislature,  or  the  company,  be 
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it  what  it  may,  by  thinking  that  either  of  them  could  give  any 
sanction  to  it.  Indeed  you  will  not  think  that  such  a  device  could 
ever  enter  into  the  head  of  any  rational  man.  You  are  then  to 
judge  whether  it  is  not  a  device  to  cover  guilt,  to  prevent  detection 
by  destroying  the  means  of  it ;  and  at  the  same  time,  your  lordships 
will  judge  whether  the  evidence  we  bring  you  to  prove  that  revenue 
is  a  mere  pretext,  be  not  stronger  than  the  strange  absurd  reasons 
which  he  has  produced  for  forming  this  new  plan  of  an  exchequer 
of  bribery. 

My  lords,  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  you  a  letter,  in  which  Mr. 
Hastings  declares  his  opinion  upon  the  operation  of  the  act  which 
he  now  has  found  the  means,  as  he  thinks,  of  evading.  My  lords,  I 
will  tell  you,  to  save  you  a  good  deal  of  reading,  that  there  was 
certain  prize-money  given  by  Sujah  ul  Doulah  to  a  body  of  the  com- 
pany's troops,  serving  in  the  field ;  that  this  prize-money  was  to  be 
distributed  among  them ;  but  upon  application  being  made  to  Mr. 
Hastings  for  his  opinion  and  sanction  in  the  distribution,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, at  first,  seemed  inclined  to  give  way  to  it,  but  afterwards,  upon 
reading  and  considering  the  act  of  parhament,  before  he  allowed 
the  soldiery  to  receive  this  public  donation,  he  thus  describes  his 
opinion  of  the  operation  of  the  act. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  Colonel  Champion, 
■31  August,  1774. — "Upon  a  reference  to  the  new  act  of  parliament, 
I  was  much  disappointed,  and  sorry  to  find  that  our  intentions  were 
entirely  defeated  by  a  clause  in  the  act,  (to  be  in  force  after  the  1st 
of  August,  1 774,)  which  divests  us  of  the  power  to  grant,  and 
expressly  prohibits  the  army  to  receive,  the  nabob's  intended  dona- 
tion. Agreeable  to  the  positive  sense  of  this  clause,  notwithstand- 
ing it  is  expressed  individually,  there  is  not  a  doubt  but  the  army  is 
included  with  all  other  persons  in  the  prohibition  from  receiving 
presents  or  donations ;  a  confirmation  of  which  is,  that  in  the 
clause  of  exceptions,  wherein  '  counsellors-at-law,  physicians, 
surgeons,  and  chaplains,  are  permitted  to  receive  the  fees  annexed 
to  their  profession,'  no  mention  whatever  is  made  of  any  latitude 
given  to  the  army,  or  any  circumstances  wherein  it  would  be  allow- 
able for  them  to  receive  presents This  unlucky  discovery  of 

an  exclusion  by  act  of  parliament,  which  admits  of  no  abatement  or 
evasion  wherever  its  authority  extends,  renders  a  revisal  of  our  pro- 
ceedings necessary,  and  leaves  no  option  to  our  decision ;  it  is  not 
like  the  ordinances  of  the  court  of  directors,  where  a  favourable 
construction  may  be  put,  and  some  room  is  left  for  the  inter- 
position of  the  authority  vested  in  ourselves;  but  positive  and 
decisive,  admitting  neither  of  refinement  nor  misconstruction.  I 
should  be  happy  if,  in  this  instance,  a  method  could  be  devised 
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of  setting  the  act  aside,  which  I  should  most  willingly  embrace : 
but,  in  my  opinion,  an  opposition  would  be  to  incur  the  penalty." 

Your  lordships  see,  Mr.  Hastings  considered  this  act  to  be  a 
most  unlucky  discovery;  indeed,  as  long  as  it  remained  in  force,  it 
would  have  been  unlucky  for  him,  because  it  would  have  destroyed 
one  of  the  principal  sources  of  his  illegal  profits.  Why  does  he 
consider  it  unlucky?  Because  it  admits  of  no  reservation,  no  excep- 
tion, no  refinement  whatever,  but  is  clear,  positive,  decisive.  Now, 
in  what  case  was  it,  'that  Mr.  Hastings  made  this  determination  ? 
In  the  case  of  a  donation,  publicly  offered  to  an  army  serving  in  the 
field  by  a  prince,  then  independent  of  the  company.  If  ever  there 
was  a  circumstance,  in  which  any  refinement,  any  favourable  con- 
struction of  the  act  could  be  used,  it  was  in  favour  of  a  body  of  men 
serving  in  the  field,  fighting  for  their  country,  spilling  their  blood 
for  it,  sufiering  all  the  inconveniences  of  that  climate.  It  was 
undoubtedly  voluntarily  offered  to  them  by  the  party,  in  the  height 
of  victory,  and  enriched  by  the  plunder  of  whole  provinces.  I 
believe  your  lordships  will  agree  with  me,  that  if  any  relaxation,  any 
evasion  of  an  act  of  pariiament,  could  be  allowed,  if  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  could  for  a  moment  be  trifled  with,  or  supposed  for  a 
moment  doubtful,  it  was  in  this  instance ;  and  yet,  upon  the  rigour 
of  the  act,  Mr.  Hastings  refuses  that  army  the  price  of  their  blood 
money,  won  solely,  almost  by  their  arms,  for  a  prince  who  had 
acquired  millions  by  their  bravery,  fidelity,  and  sufferings.  This 
was  the  case,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  refused  a  public  donation  to 
the  army,  and  from  that  day  to  this  they  have  never  received  it. 

If  the  receipt  of  this  public  donation  could  be  thus  forbidden, 
whence  has  Mr.  Hastings  since  learned,  that  he  may  privately  take 
money,  and  take  it  not  only  from  princes,  and  persons  in  power, 
and  abounding  in  wealth,  but,  as  we  shall  prove,  from  persons  in  a 
comparative  degree  of  penury  and  distress  ?  That  he  could  take  it 
from  persons  in  office  and  trust,  whose  power  gave  them  the  means 
of  ruining  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  themselves  to  pay 
it  ?  Consider  in  what  a  situation  the  company  must  be,  if  the 
governor-general  can  form  such  a  secret  exchequer  of  direct  bribes, 
given  eo  nomine  as  bribes,  and  accepted  as  such,  by  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  transaction,  to  be  discovered  only  by  himself,  and  with 
only  the  inward  reservation  that  I  have  spoken  of. 

In  the  first  place,  if  Mr.  Hastings  should  die,  without  havmg 
made  a  discovery  of  all  his  bribes,  or  if  any  other  servant  of  the  com- 
pany should  imitate  his  example,  without  his  heroic  good  intentions 
in  doing  such  viUanous  acts  ;  how  is  the  company  to  recover  the 
bribe  money  ?  The  receivers  need  not  divulge  it  till  they  think  fit, 
and  the  moment  an  informer  comes,  that  informer  is  ruined.     He 
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comes,  for  instance,  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  and  charges, 
say  not  Mr.  Hastings,  but  the  head  of  the  board  of  revenue,  with 
receiving  a  bribe.  Receive  a  bribe  !  So  I  did ;  but  it  was  with 
an  intention  of  applying  it  to  the  company's  service.  There  I  nick 
the  informer :  I  am  beforehand  with  him :  the  bribe  is  sanctified  by 
my  inward  Jesuitical  intention.  I  will  make  a  merit  of  it  with  tlie 
company.  I  have  received  40,000?.  as  a  bribe ;  there  it  is  for  you  ; 
I  am  acquitted ;  I  am  a  meritorious  servant ;  let  the  informer  go 
and  seek  his  remedy  as  he  can.  Now  if  an  informer  is  once 
instructed  that  a  person,  who  receives  bribes,  can  turn  them  into 
merit,  and  take  away  his  action  from  him,  do  you  think  that 
you  ever  will,  or  can  discover,  any  one  bribe  ?  But  what  is  still 
worse,  by  this  method  disclose  but  one  bribe,  and  you  secure  all  the 
rest  that  you  possibly  can  receive  upon  any  occasion.  For  instance, 
strong  report  prevails,  that  a  bribe  of  40,000?.  has  been  given,  and 
the  receiver  expects  that  information  will  be  laid  against  him.  He 
acknowledges  that  he  has  received  a  bribe  of  40,000?.,  but  says, 
that  it  was  for  the  service  of  the  company,  and  that  it  is  carried  to 
their  account.  And  thus,  by  stating  that  he  has  taken  some  money 
which  he  has  accounted  for,  but  concealing  from  whom  that  money 
came,  which  is  exactly  Mr.  Hastings's  case,  if  at  last  an  information 
should  be  laid  before  the  company  of  a  specific  bribe  having  been 
received  of  40,000?.,  it  is  said,  by  the  receiver.  Lord  !  this  is  the 
40,000?.  I  told  you  of :  it  is  broken  into  fragments,  paid  by  instal- 
ments :  and  you  have  taken  it  and  put  it  into  your  own  coffers. 

Again,  suppose  him  to  take  it  through  the  hand  of  an  agent, 
such  as  Gunga  Govin  Sing  ;  and  that  this  agent,  who,  as  we  have 
lately  discovered,  out  of  a  bribe  of  40,000?.,  which  Mr.  Hastings 
was  to  have  received,  kept  back  half  of  it,  falls  into  their  debt  like 
him  ;  I  desire  to  know,  what  the  company  can  do  in  such  a  case  ? 
Gunga  Govin  Sing  has  entered  into  no  covenants  with  the  company. 
There  is  no  trace  of  his  having  this  money  except  what  Mr.  Hastings 
chooses  to  tell.  If  he  is  called  upon  to  refund  it  to  the  company, 
he  may  say  he  never  received  it ;  that  he  was  never  ordered  to 
extort  this  money  from  the  people ;  or  if  he  was  under  any  covenant 
not  to  take  money,  he  may  set  up  this  defence  :  I  am  forbidden  to 
receive  money;  and  I  will  not  make  a  declaration  which  will  subject 
me  to  penalties ;  or  he  may  say  in  India,  before  the  supreme  court, 
I  have  paid  the  bribe  all  to  Mr.  Hastings :  and,  then  there  must  be 
a  biU  and  suit  there,  a  bill  and  suit  here,  and  by  that  means,  having 
one  party  on  one  side  the  water,  and  the  other  party  on  the 
other,  the  company  may  never  come  to  a  discovery  of  it.  And  that 
in  fact  this  is  the  way  in  which  one  of  his  great  bribe-agents  has 
acted,  I  shall  prove  to  your  lordships  by  evidence. 

Mr.  Hastings  had  squeezed  out  of -a  miserable  country  a  bribe  of 
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40,000?.,  of  which  he  was  enabled  to  bring  to  the  account  of  the 
company  only  20,000?.,  and  of  which  we  should  not  even  have  known 
the  existence,  if  the  inquiries,  pursued  with  great  diligence  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  had  not  extorted  the  discovery  ;  and  even  now 
that  we  know  the  fact,  we  can  never  get  at  the  money;  the  company 
can  never  receive  it  ;  and  before  the  House  had  squeezed  out  of 
him  that  some  such  money  had  been  received,  he  never  once  told 
the  court  of  directors,  that  his  black  bribe-agent,  whom  he  recom- 
mended to  their  service,  had  cheated  both  them  and  him  of  20,000?. 
out  of  the  fund  of  the  bribe-revenue.  If  it  be  asked,  where  is  the 
record  of  this  ?  Record  there  is  none.  In  what  ofiBce  is  it  entered  ? 
It  is  entered  in  no  office  ;  it  is  mentioned  as  privately  received  for 
the  company's  benefit;  and  you  shall  now  further  see  what  a  charm- 
ing office  of  receipt  and  account  this  new  exchequer  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's is. 

For  there  is  another  and  a  more  serious  circumstance  attending 
this  business.  Every  one  knows,  that  by  the  law  of  this,  and,  I 
believe,  of  every  country,  any  money,  which  is  taken  illegally  from 
any  person,  as  every  bribe  or  sum  of  money  extorted  or  paid  without 
consideration  is,  belongs  to  the  person  who  paid  it,  and  he  may 
bring  his  action  for  it,  and  recover  it.  Then  see  how  the  company 
stands :  the  company  receives  a  bribe  of  40,000?.  by  Mr.  Hastings ; 
it  is  carried  to  its  account ;  it  turns  bribery  into  a  revenue ;  it 
sanctifies  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the  man,  from  whom  this  money  is 
illegally  taken,  sues  ]Mr.  Hastings.  Must  not  he  recover  of  Mr. 
Hastings  ?  Then,  if  so,  must  not  !Mr.  Hastings  recover  it  again 
from  the  company  2  The  company  undoubtedly  is  answerable  for 
it.  And  here  is  a  revenue,  which  every  man,  who  has  paid  it,  may 
drag  out  of  the  treasury  again.  Mr.  Hastings's  donations  of  h^ 
bribes  to  the  treasury  are  liable  to  be  torn  from  it  at  pleasure  by 
every  man  who  gives  the  money.  First  it  may  be  torn  from  him 
who  receives  it,  and  then  he  may  recover  it  from  the  treasury,  to 
which  he  has  given  it. 

But  admitting  that  the  taking  of  bribes  can  be  sanctified  by 
their  becoming  the  property  of  the  company,  it  may  still  be  asked, 
for  what  end  and  purpose  has  the  company  covenanted  with  Mr. 
Ha.stings,  that  money,  taken  extorsively,  shall  belong  to  the  com- 
pany ?  Is  it  that  satisfaction  and  reparation  may  be  awarded 
against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  said  company,  for  their 
own  benefit  I  No,  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  injured  persons ;  and 
it  is  to  be  carried  to  the  company's  account,  "  but  in  trust,  never- 
theless, and  to  the  intent  that  the  said  company  may  and  do  render 
and  pay  over  the  monies  received  or  recovered  by  them  to  the 
parties  injured  or  defrauded,  which  the  said  company  accordingly 
hereby  agree  and  covenant  to  do."     Now  here  is  a  revenue  to  be 
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received  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  company's  use,  applied,  at  his 
discretion,  to  that  use,  and  which  the  company  has  previously 
covenanted  to  restore  to  the  persons  that  are  injured  and  damaged. 
This  is  revenue  which  is  to  be  torn  away  by  the  action  of  any 
person  ;  a  revenue,  which  they  must  return  back  to  the  person 
complaining,  as  they  in  justice  ought  to  do  ;  for  no  nation  ever 
avowed  making  a  revenue  out  of  bribery  and  peculation.  They  are 
then  to  restore  it  back  again.  But  how  can  they  restore  it !  Mr. 
Hastings  has  applied  it :  he  has  given  it  in  presents  to  princes,  laid 
it  out  in  budgerows,  in  pen,  ink,  and  wax ;  in  salaries  to  secretaries  ; 
he  has  laid  it  out  just  in  any  way  he  pleased  ;  and  the  India  Com- 
pany, who  have  covenanted  to  restore  all  this  money  to  the  persons 
from  whom  it  came,  are  deprived  of  all  means  of  performing  so  just 
a  duty.  Therefore  I  dismiss  the  idea,  that  any  man  so  acting  could 
have  had  a  good  intention  in  his  mind  :  the  supposition  is  too  weak, 
senseless,  and  absurd.  It  was  only  in  a  desperate  cause,  that  he 
made  a  desperate  attempt ;  for  we  shall  prove  that  he  never  made  a 
disclosure  without  thinking,  that  a  discovery  had  been  previously 
made  or  was  likely  to  be  made,  together  with  an  exposure  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  his  wicked  and  abominable  concealment. 

You  will  see  the  history  of  this  new  scheme  of  bribery,  by  which 
Mr.  Hastings  contrived,  by  avowing  some  bribes,  to  cover  others, 
attempted  to  outface  his  delinquency,  and  if  possible  to  reconcile  a 
weak  breach  of  the  laws  with  a  sort  of  spirited  observance  of  them, 
and  to  become  infamous  for  the  good  of  his  country. 

The  first  appearance  of  this  practice  of  bribery  was  in  a  letter  of 
the  29th  of  November,  1780.  The  cause  which  led  to  the  discovery 
was  a  dispute  between  him  and  Mr.  Francis  at  the  board,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  very  handsome  offer  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the 
board  relative  to  a  measure  proposed  by  him,  to  which  he  found 
one  objection  to  be  the  money  that  it  would  cost.  He  made  the 
most  generous  and  handsome  offer,  as  it  stands  upon  record,  that 
perhaps  any  man  ever  made,  namely,  that  he  would  defray  the 
expense  out  of  his  own  private  cash,  and  that  he  had  deposited  with 
the  treasurer  two  lac  of  rupees.  This  was  in  June,  1 780,  and  Mr. 
Francis  soon  after  returned  to  Europe.  I  need  not  inform  your 
lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  before  this  time,  been  charged 
with  bribery  and  peculation  by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson, 
and  Mr.  Francis.  He  suspected  that  Mr.  Francis,  then  going  to 
Europe,  would  confirm  this  charge  by  the  suspicious  nature  and 
circumstances  of  this  generous  offer ;  and  this  suspicion  was  in- 
creased by  the  connexion,  which  he  supposed,  and  which  we  can 
prove  he  thought,  Mr.  Francis  had  with  Cheit  Sing.  Apprehend- 
ing, therefore,  that  he  might  discover  and  bring  the  bribe  to  light 
some  way  or  other,  he  resolved  to  anticipate  any  such  discovery  by 
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declaring,  upon  the  29th  of  November,  that  this  money  was  not  his 
own.  I  will  mention  to  your  lordships  hereafter  the  circumstances 
of  this  money.  He  says,  "my  present  reason  for  adverting  to  my 
conduct,"  that  is,  his  offer  of  two  lac  of  rupees  out  of  his  own 
private  cash  for  the  company's  service,  upon  the  26th  of  June, 
1780,  "on  the  occasion  I  have  mentioned,  is  to  obviate  the  false 
conclusions  or  proposed  misrepresentations  which  may  be  made  of 
it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation,  or  as  the  effect  of  corrupt  in- 
fluence, by  assuring  you  that  the  money,  by  whatever  means  it  came 
into  your  possession,  was  not  my  own  ;  that  I  had  myself  no  right 
to  it,  nor  would  nor  could  have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion, 
which  prompted  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  accidental  means  which 
were  at  that  instant  afforded  me,  of  accepting  and  converting  it  to 
the  property  and  use  of  the  company  :  and  with  this  brief  apology 
I  shaU  dismiss  the  subject." 

My  lords,  you  see  what  an  account  Mr.  Hastings  has  given  of 
some  obscure  transaction,  by  which  he  contradicts  the  record ;  for, 
on  the  26th  of  June,  he  generously,  nobly,  full  of  enthusiasm  for 
their  service,  offers  to  the  company,  money  of  his  own.  On  the 
29th  of  November,  he  tells  the  court  of  directors,  that  the  money 
he  offered  on  the  former  day  was  not  his  own ;  that  his  assertion 
was  totally  false,  that  the  money  was  not  his  ;  that  he  had  no  right 
to  receive  it ;  and  that  he  would  not  have  received  it  but  for  the 
occasion  which  prompted  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  accidental 
means  which  at  that  instant  offered. 

Such  is  the  account  sent  by  their  governor  in  India,  acting  as  an 
accountant  to  the  company — a  company  with  whom  every  thing  is 
matter  of  account.  He  tells  them,  indeed,  that  the  sum  he  had 
offered  was  not  his  own  ;  that  he  had  no  right  to  it ;  and  that  he 
would  not  have  taken  it,  if  he  had  not  been  greatly  tempted  by  the 
occasion  ;  but  he  never  tells  them  by  what  means  he  came  at  it,  the 
person  from  whom  he  received  it,  the  occasion  upon  which  he 
received  it  (whether  justifiable  or  not),  or  any  one  circumstance 
under  heaven  relative  to  it.  This  is  a  very  extraordinary  account 
to  give  to  the  public  of  a  sum  which  we  find  to  be  somewhere  above 
twenty  thousand  pounds,  taken  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  some  way  or 
other.  He  set  the  company  blindly  groping  in  the  dark  by  the 
very  pretended  light,  the  ignis  fatuus,  which  he  held  out  to  them : 
for  at  that  time  aU  was  in  the  dark,  and  in  a  cloud ;  and  this  is 
what  Mr.  Hastings  calls  information  communicated  to  the  company 
on  the  subject  of  these  bribes. 

You  have  heard  of  obscurity  illustrated  by  a  further  obscurity ; 
olscurum  per  obscurkts.  He  continues  to  tell  them,  "  something  of 
affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  appear  in  the  first  aspect  of  another 
transaction,  which  I  shall  proceed  to  relate,  and  of  which  it  is  more 
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immediately  my  duty  to  inform  you."  He  then  tells  them  that  he  had 
contrived  to  give  a  sum  of  money  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and  the 
account  he  gives  of  that  proceeding  is  this :  "  we  had  neither 
money  to  spare,  nor,  in  the  apparent  state  of  that  government  in 
its  relation  to  ours,  vi^ould  it  have  been  either  prudent  or  consistent 
with  our  public  credit  to  have  afforded  it.  It  was,  nevertheless,  my 
decided  opinion  that  some  aid  should  be  given,  not  less  as  a  neces- 
sary relief  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  and  a  return  for  the 
many  instances  of  substantial  kindnesses,  which  we  had,  within  the 
course  of  the  two  last  years,  experienced  from  the  government  of 
Berar.  I  had  an  assurance,  that  such  a  proposal  would  receive  the 
acquiescence  of  the  board ;  but  I  knew  that  it  would  not  pass  with- 
out opposition,  and  it  would  have  become  public,  which  might  have 
defeated  its  purpose.  Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  expedient, 
and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  the  government  of  Berar  from 
evidences  of  stronger  proof  to  me  than  I  could  make  them  appear 
to  the  other  members  of  the  board,  I  resolved  to  adopt  it,  and  take 
the  entire  responsibility  of  it  upon  myself.  In  this  mode  a  less  con- 
siderable sum  would  suffice.  I  accordingly  caused  three  lac  of 
rupees  to  be  delivered  to  the  minister  of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  resident 
in  Calcutta.  He  has  transmitted  it  to  Cultac.  Two-thirds  of 
this  sum  I  have  raised  by  my  own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  in  my 
official  accounts.  The  other  third  I  have  supplied  from  the  cash  in 
my  hands  belonging  to  the  honourable  company." 

Your  lordships  see  in  this  business  another  mode  which  he  has 
of  accounting  with  the  company,  and  informing  them  of  his  bribe. 
He  begins  his  account  of  this  transaction  by  saying  that  it  has 
something  of  affinity  to  the  last  anecdote,  meaning  the  account 
of  the  first  bribe.  An  anecdote  is  made  a  head  of  an  account,  and 
this,  I  believe,  is  what  none  of  your  lordships  ever  have  heard  of 
before,  and  I  believe  it  is  yet  to  be  learned  in  this  commercial 
nation,  a  nation  of  accurate  commercial  account.  The  account  he 
gives  of  the  first  is  an  anecdote ;  and  what  is  his  account  of  the 
second  ?  A  relation  of  an  anecdote :  not  a  near  relation,  but 
something  of  affinity ;  a  remote  relation  cousin  three  or  four  times 
removed,  of  the  half  blood,  or  something  of  that  kind,  to  this 
anecdote ;  and  he  never  tells  them  any  circumstance  of  it  whatever 
of  any  kind,  but  that  it  has  some  affinity  to  the  former  anecdote. 
But,  my  lords,  the  thing  which  comes  to  some  degree  of  clearness 
is  this,  that  he  did  give  money  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and  your 
lordships  will  be  so  good  as  to  advert  carefully  to  the  proportions 
in  which  he  gave  it.  He  did  give  him  two  lac  of  rupees  of  money 
raised  by  his  own  credit,  his  own  money;  and  the  third  he  ad- 
vanced out  of  the  company's  money  in  his  hands.  He  might 
have  taken  the  company's  money  undoubtedly,  fairly,  openly,  and 
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held  it  in  his  hands  for  a  hundred  purposes,  and  therefore  he 
does  not  tell  them  that  even  that  third  was  money  he  had  obtained 
by  bribery  and  corruption.  No ;  he  says  it  is  money  of  the  com- 
pany's, which  he  had  in  his  hand ;  so  that  you  must  get  through 
a  long  train  of  construction,  before  you  ascertain  that  this  sum  was 
what  it  turns  out  to  be,  a  bribe,  which  he  retained  for  the  com- 
pany. Your  lordships  will  please  to  observe,  as  I  proceed,  the 
nature  of  this  pretended  generosity  in  Mr.  Hastings.  He  is  always 
generous  in  the  same  way.  As  he  offered  the  whole  of  his  first 
bribe  as  his  own  money,  and  afterwards  acknowledged  that  no  part 
of  it  was  his  own ;  so  he  is  now  generous  again  in  this  latter  trans- 
action, in  which,  however,  he  shows  that  he  is  neither  generous  nor 
just.  He  took  the  first  money  without  right;  and  he  did  not 
apply  it  to  the  very  service  for  which  it  was  pretended  to  be  taken. 
He  then  tells  you  of  another  anecdote,  which,  he  says,  has  an 
affinity  to  that  anecdote,  and  here  he  is  generous  again.  In  the 
first,  he  appears  to  be  generous  and  just,  because  he  appears  to 
give  his  own  money,  which  he  had  a  right  to  dispose  of;  then  he 
tells  you  he  is  neither  generous  nor  just ;  for  he  had  taken  money 
he  had  no  right  to,  and  did  not  apply  it  to  the  service  for  which 
he  pretended  to  have  received  it.  And  now  he  is  generous  again, 
because  he  gives  two  lac  of  his  own  money,  and  just  because  he 
gives  one  lac  which  belonged  to  the  company ;  but  there  is  not 
an  idea  suggested  from  whom  he  took  it. 

But  to  proceed,  my  lords ;  in  this  letter  he  tells  you  he  had 
given  two-thirds  his  own  money  and  one-third  the  company's 
money.  So  it  stood  upon  the  29th  of  November,  1780.  On  the 
5th  of  January  following  we  see  the  business  take  a  totally  different 
turn ;  and  then  Mr.  Hastings  calls  for  three  company's  bonds, 
upon  two  different  securities,  ante-dated  to  the  first  and  second  of 
October,  for  the  three  lac,  which  he  before  told  them  was  two- 
thirds  his  own  money,  and  one-third  the  company's.  He  now 
declares  the  whole  of  it  to  be  his  own,  and  he  thus  applies  by  letter 
to  the  board,  of  which  he  himself  was  a  majority.  "  Honourable 
sir  and  sirs.  Having  had  occasion  to  disburse  the  sum  of  three  lacs 
of  sicca  rupees  on  account  of  secret  services,  which  having  been 
advanced  from  my  own  private  cash,  I  request  that  the  same  may 
be  repaid  to  me  in  the  following  manner. 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  the  second  loan, 
bearing  date  from  1st  October,  for  one  lac  of  sicca  rupees. 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  the  first  loan, 
bearing  date  from  1st  October,  for  one  lac  of  sicca  rupees. 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  the  first  loan, 
bearing  date  from  the  2nd  October,  for  one  lac  of  sicca  rupees." 
Here  are  two  accounts,  one  of  which  must  be  directly  and  flatly 
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false ;  for  he  could  not  have  given  two-thirds  his  own,  and  have 
supplied  the  other  third  from  money  of  the  company's,  and  at  the 
same  time  have  advanced  the  whole  as  his  own.  He  here  goes  the 
full  length  of  the  fraud;  he  declares  that  it  is  all  his  own,  so 
much  his  own  that  he  does  not  trust  the  company  with  it,  and 
actually  takes  their  bonds  as  a  security  for  it,  bearing  an  interest 
to  be  paid  to  him  when  he  thinks  proper. 

Thus  it  remained  from  the  5th  of  January,  1781,  till  16th 
December,  1782,  when  this  business  takes  another  turn  ;  and  in  a 
letter  of  his  to  the  company  these  bonds  become  all  their  own. 
All  the  money  advanced  is  now,  all  of  it,  the  company's  money. 
First,  he  says,  two-thirds  were  his  own :  next,  that  the  whole  is 
his  own  :  and  the  third  account  is,  that  the  whole  is  the  company's, 
and  he  will  account  to  them  for  it. 

Now,  he  has  accompanied  this  account  with  another  very  curious 
one.  For  when  you  come  to  look  into  the  particulars  of  it,  you 
will  find  there  are  three  bonds  declared  to  be  the  company's  bonds, 
and  which  refer  to  the  former  transactions,  namely,  the  money  for 
which  he  had  taken  the  bonds :  but  when  you  come  to  look  at  the 
numbers  of  them,  you  will  find  that  one  of  the  three  bonds,  which 
he  had  taken  as  his  own,  disappears ;  and  another  bond  of  another 
date,  and  for  a  much  larger  sum,  is  substituted  in  its  place,  of 
which  he  had  never  mentioned  any  thing  whatever.  So  that 
taking  his  first  account,  that  two-thirds  is  his  own  money ;  then, 
that  it  is  all  his  own ;  in  the  third,  that  it  is  all  the  company's 
money;  by  a  fourth  account,  given  in  a  paper  describing  the 
three  bonds,  you  will  find  that  there  is  one  lac  which  he  does  not 
account  for,  but  substitutes,  in  its  place,  a  bond  before  taken  as 
his  own.  He  sinks  and  suppi-esses  one  bond ;  he  gives  two  bonds 
to  the  company,  and  to  supply  the  want  of  the  third,  which  he 
suppresses,  he  brings  forward  a  bond  for  another  sum,  of  another 
date,  which  he  had  never  mentioned  before.  Here  then  you  have 
four  different  accounts :  if  any  one  of  "them  is  true,  every  one  of 
the  other  three  is  totally  false.  Such  a  system  of  cogging,  such  a 
system  of  fraud,  such  a  system  of  prevarication,  such  a  system  of 
falsehood,  never  was,  I  believe,  before  exhibited  in  the  world. 

In  the  first  place,  why  did  he  take  bonds  at  all  from  the  company 
for  the  money,  that  was  their  own?  I  must  be  cautious  how  I 
charge  a  legal  crime.  I  will  not  charge  it  to  be  forgery,  to  take  a 
bond  from  the  company  for  money,  which  was  their  own.  He  was 
employed  to  make  out  bonds  for  the  company,  to  raise  money  on 
their  credit.  He  pretends  he  lent  them  a  sum  of  money,  which 
was  not  his  to  lend ;  but  he  gives  their  own  money  to  them  as  his 
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own,  and  takes  a  security  for  it.  I  will  not  say  that  it  is  a  forgery, 
but  I  am  sure  it  is  an  offence  as  grievous,  because  it  is  as  much 
a  cheat  as  a  forgery,  with  this  addition  to  it,  that  the  person  so 
cheating  is  in  a  trust ;  he  violates  that  trust,  and,  in  so  doing,  he 
defrauds  and  falsifies  the  whole  system  of  the  company's  accounts. 

I  have  only  to  show,  what  his  own  explanation  of  all  these  actions 
was,  because  it  supersedes  aU  observation  of  mine.  Hear  what 
prevaricating  guUt  says  for  the  falsehood  and  delusion,  which  had 
been  used  to  covet  it ;  and  see  how  he  plunges  deeper  and  deeper 
upon  every  occasion.  This  explanation  arose  out  of  another 
memorable  bribe,  which  I  must  now  beg  leave  to  state  to  your 
lordships. 

About  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  former  bribes,  good  fortune, 
as  good  things  seldom  come  singly,  is  kind  to  him ;  and  when  he 
went  up,  and  had  nearly  ruined  the  company's  affairs  in  Oude  and 
Benares,  he  received  a  present  of  100,000?.  sterling,  or  thereabouts. 
He  received  bills  for  it  in  September,  1781,  and  he  gives  the  com- 
pany an  account  of  it  in  January,  1782.  Remark  in  what  manner 
the  account  of  this  money  was  given,  and  the  purposes  for  which 
he  intends  to  apply  it.  He  says,  in  this  letter,  "  I  received  the 
offer  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  both  on  the  nabob's  part,  and 
that  of  his  ministers,  as  a  present  to  myself,  not  to  the  company : 
I  accepted  it  without  hesitation,  and  gladly,  being  entirely  destitute 
both  of  means  and  credit,  whether  for  your  service  or  the  relief  of 
my  own  necessities."  My  lords,  upon  this  you  shall  hear  a  com- 
ment, made  by  some  abler  persons  than  me.  This  donation  was 
not  made  in  species,  but  in  bills  upon  the  house  of  Gopaul  Doss, 
who  was  then  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  Cheit  Sing.  After  men- 
tioning that  he  took  this  present  for  the  company,  and  for  their 
exigencies,  and  partly  for  his  own  necessities,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  distress  of  both,  he  desires  the  company  in  the  moment  of 
this  their  greatest  distress  to  award  it  to  him,  and  therefore  he 
ends,  "  If  you  should  adjudge  the  deposit  to  me,  I  shall  consider  it 
as  the  most  honourable  approbation  and  reward  of  my  labours ;  and 
I  wish  to  owe  my  fortune  to  your  bounty.  I  am  now  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  my  life :  I  have  passed  thirty-one  years  in  the  service  of  the 
company,  and  the  greatest  part  of  that  time  in  emplojments  of  the 
highest  trust. — My  conscience  allows  me  boldly  to  claim  the  merit 
of  zeal  and  integrity ;  nor  has  fortune  been  unpropitious  to  their 
exertions.  To  these  quaUties  I  bound  my  pretensions.  I  shall  not 
repine,  if  you  shall  deem  otherwise  of  my  services ;  nor  ought  your 
decision,  however  it  may  disappoint  my  hope  of  a  retreat,  adequate 
to  the  consequence  and  elevation  of  the  ofiice  which  I  now  possess. 
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to  lessen  my  gratitude  for  having  been  so  long  permitted  to  hold  it, 
since  it  has  at  least  enabled  me  to  lay  up  a  provision,  with  vifhich  I 
can  be  contented  in  a  more  humble  station." 

And  here  your  lordships  will  be  pleased  incidentally  to  remark 
the  circumstance  of  his  condition  of  life,  and  his  fortune,  to  which 
he  appeals,  and  upon  account  of  which  he  desires  this  money. 
Your  lordships  will  remember,  that  in  1773,  he  said  (and  this  I 
stated  to  you  from  himself)  that  if  he  held  his  then  office  for  a  very 
few  years,  he  should  be  enabled  to  lay  by  an  ample  provision  for  his 
retreat.  About  nine  years  after  that  time,  namely,  in  the  month 
of  January,  1782,  he  finds  himself  rather  pinched  with  want,  but, 
however,  not  in  so  bad  a  way,  but  that  the  holding  of  his  office  had 
enabled  him  to  lay  up  a  provision,  with  which  he  could  be  contented 
in  a  more  humble  station.  He  wishes  to  have  affluence ;  he  wishes 
to  have  dignity ;  he  wishes  to  have  consequence  and  rank,  but  he 
allows,  that  he  has  competence.  Your  lordships  will  see  afterwards 
how  miserably  his  hopes  were  disappointed ;  for  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, receiving  this  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings,  did  declare,  that  they 
could  not  give  it  to  him,  because  the  act  had  ordered  "  that  no  fees 
of  office,  perquisites,  emoluments,  or  advantages  whatsoever,  should 
be  accepted,  received,  or  taken  by  such  governor-general  and  coun- 
cil, or  any  of  them,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  account  or  pretence, 
whatsoever :"  and  as  the  same  act  further  directs,  "  that  no  gover- 
nor-general, or  any  of  the  council,  shall  directly  take,  accept,  or 
receive,  of  or  from  any  person  or  persons,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any 
account  whatsoever,  any  present,  gift,  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward, 
pecuniary  or  otherwise,  or  any  promise  or  engagement  for  any 
present,  gift,  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward ;"  we  cannot,  were  we 
so  inclined,  decree  the  amount  of  this  present  to  the  governor- 
general.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  "  that  any  such  present,  gift, 
gratuity,  donation,  or  reward,  accepted,  taken,  or  received,  shall  be 
deemed  and  construed  to  have  been  received  to  and  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  company."  And  therefore  they  resolved,  most  unjustly  and 
most  wickedly,  to  keep  it  to  themselves.  The  act  made  it  in  the 
first  instance  the  property  of  the  company,  and  they  would  not  give 
it  him.  And  one  should  think  this,  with  his  own  former  construc- 
tion of  the  act,  would  have  made  him  cautious  of  taking  bribes. 
You  have  seen  what  weight  it  had  with  him  to  stop  the  course 
of  bribes,  which  he  was  in  such  a  career  of  taking  in  every  place, 
and  with  both  hands. 

Your  lordships  have  now  before  you  this  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  disclosed  in  a  letter  from  Patna,  dated  the  20th  January, 
1782.  You  find  mystery  and  concealment  in  every  one  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  discoveries  ;  for,  which  is  a  curious  part  of  it,  this  letter 
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was  not  sent  to  the  court  of  directors  in  their  packet  regularly,  but 
transmitted  by  Major  Fairfax,  one  of  his  agents,  to  Major  Scott, 
another  of  his  agents,  to  be  deUvered  to  the  company.  Why  was 
this  done  ?  Your  lordships  will  judge,  from  that  circuitous  mode 
of  transmission,  whether  he  did  not  thereby  intend  to  leave  some 
discretion  in  his  agent  to  divulge  it  or  not.  We  are  told  he  did 
not,  but  your  lordships  will  believe  that  or  not,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  fact.  If  he  had  been  anxious  to  make  this  discovery 
to  the  directors,  the  regular  way  would  have  been  to  send  his  letter 
to  the  directors  immediately  in  the  packet ;  but  he  sent  it  in  a  box 
to  an  agent ;  and  that  agent,  upon  due  discretion,  conveyed  it  to 
the  court  of  directors.  Here,  however,  he  tells  you  nothing  about 
the  persons  from  whom  he  received  this  money,  any  more  than  he 
had  done  respecting  the  two  former  sums. 

On  the  2nd  of  May  following  the  date  of  this  Patna  letter  he 
came  down  to  Calcutta  with  a  mind,  as  he  himself  describes  it, 
greatly  agitated.  All  his  hope  of  plundering  Benares  had  totally 
failed.  The  produce  of  the  robbing  of  the  begums,  in  the  manner 
your  lordships  have  heard,  was  aU  dissipated  to  pay  the  arrears  of 
the  armies :  there  was  no  fund  left.  He  felt  himself  agitated  and 
full  of  dread,  knowing  that  he  had  been  threatened  with  having  his 
place  taken  from  him  several  times ;  and  that  he  might  be  called 
home  to  render  an  account.  He  had  heard,  that  inquiries  had 
begun  in  a  menacing  form  in  parliament ;  and  though,  at  that  time, 
Bengal  was  not  struck  at,  there  was  a  charge  of  bribery  and  pecu- 
lation brought  against  the  governor  of  Madras.  With  this  dread, 
with  a  mind  fuU  of  anxiety  and  perturbation,  he  writes  a  letter,  as 
he  pretends,  on  the  22nd  of  May,  1 782.  Your  lordships  wiU  remark, 
that  when  he  came  down  to  Calcutta  from  his  expedition  up  the 
country,  he  did  not,  till  the  22nd  of  May,  give  any  account  what- 
ever of  these  transactions ;  and  that  this  letter,  or  pretended  letter, 
of  the  22nd  of  May  was  not  sent  till  the  16th  of  December  follow- 
ing. We  shall  clearly  prove,  that  he  had  abundant  means  of 
sending  it,  and  by  various  ways,  before  the  16th  of  December,  1782, 
when  he  enclosed  in  another  letter  that  of  the  22nd  of  May.  This 
is  the  letter  of  discovery ;  this  is  the  letter,  by  which  his  breast  was 
to  be  laid  open  to  his  employers,  and  all  the  obscurity  of  his  trans- 
actions to  be  elucidated.  Here  are  indeed  new  discoveries,  but  they 
are  like  many  new  discovered  lands,  exceedingly  inhospitable,  very 
thinly  inhabited,  and  producing  nothing  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of 
the  human  mind. 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  the  honourable  the  court  of  directors, 
dated  Fort-Wilham,  22nd  May,  1782.  He  tells  them  he  had  pro- 
mised to  account  for  the  ten  lacs  of  rupees  which  he  had  received, 
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and  this  promise,  he  says,  he  now  performs,  and  that  he  takes  that 
opportunity  of  accounting  with  them  hkewise  for  several  other 
sums,  which  he  had  received.  His  words  are :  "  this  promise  I 
now  perform,  and  deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  it,  I  have 
added  such  other  sums  as  have  been  occasionally  converted  to  the 
company's  property  through  my  means,  in  consequence  of  the  like 
original  destination.  Of  the  second  of  these  sums  you  have  already 
been  advised,  in  a  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  the 
honourable  court  of  directors,  dated  29th  November,  1780.  Both 
this  and  the  third  article  were  paid  immediately  to  the  treasury,  by 
my  order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive  them  on  the  company's 
account,  but  never  passed  through  my  hands.  The  three  sums  for 
which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  like  manner  paid  to  the  com- 
pany's treasury,  without  passing  through  my  hands,  but  their 
application  was  not  specified.  The  sum  of  50,000  current  rupees 
was  received  while  I  was  on  my  journey  to  Benares,  and  apphed  as 
expressed  in  the  account. 

"  As  to  the  manner  in  which  these  sums  have  been  expended,  the 
reference  which  I  have  made  of  it  in  the  accompanying  account,  to 
the  several  accounts  in  which  they  are  credited,  renders  any  other 
specification  of  it  unnecessary ;  besides,  that  those  accounts  either 
have  or  will  have  received  a  much  stronger  authentication  than  any 
that  I  could  give  to  mine." 

I  wish  your  lordships  to  attend  to  the  next  paragraph,  which  is 
meant  by  him  to  explain  why  he  took  bribes  at  all ;  why  he  took 
bonds  for  some  of  them,  as  monies  of  his  own,  and  not  monies  of 
the  company ;  why  he  entered  some  upon  the  company's  accounts, 
and  why  of  the  others  he  renders  no  account  at  all.  Light, 
however,  will  beam  upon  you  as  we  proceed.  "  Why  these  sums 
were  taken  by  me ;  why  they  were,  except  the  second,  quietly 
transferred  to  the  company's  use  :  why  bonds  were  taken  for  the 
first,  and  not  for  the  rest,  might,  were  this  matter  exposed  to  the 
view  of  the  public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to  which  it 
would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.  Were  your  honourable  court  to 
question  me  on  these  points,  I  would  answer,  that  the  sums  were 
taken  for  the  company's  benefit,  at  times  when  the  company  very 
much  needed  them :  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first 
receipts  from  public  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or 
possibly  acted  without  any  studied  design  which  my  memory  could, 
at  this  distance  of  time,  verify  :  and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth 
my  care  to  observe  the  same  means  with  the  rest.  I  trust,  honour- 
able sirs,  to  your  breasts  for  a  candid  interpretation  of  my  actions ; 
and  assume  the  freedom  to  add,  that  I  think  myself,  on  such  a 
subject,  on  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to  it."    Lofty,  my  lords  !   You 
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see,  that  after  the  directors  had  expected  an  explanation  for  so  long 
a  time,  he  says,  Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  me,  and  except  the 
second,  quietly  transferred  to  the  company's  use,  I  cannot  tell ; 
why  bonds  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest,  I  cannot 
tell ;  if  this  matter  were  exposed  to  view  it  would  furnish  a  variety 
of  conjectures.  Here  is  an  account,  which  is  to  explain  the  most 
obscure,  the  most  mysterious,  the  most  evidently  fraudulent  trans- 
actions. When  asked,  how  he  came  to  take  these  bonds,  how  he 
came  to  use  these  frauds,  he  tells  you  he  really  does  not  know ; 
that  he  might  have  this  motive  for  it,  that  he  might  have  another 
motive  for  it,  that  he  wished  to  conceal  it  from  public  curiosity ; 
but,  which  is  the  most  extraordinary,  he  is  not  quite  sure  that  he 
had  any  motive  for  it  at  all,  which  his  memory  can  trace.  The 
whole  of  this  is  a  period  of  a  year  and  a  half ;  and  here  is  a  man 
who  keeps  his  account  upon  principles  of  whim  and  vagary.  One 
would  imagine  he  was  guessing  at  some  motive  of  a  stranger.  Why 
he  came  to  take  bonds  for  money  not  due  to  him ;  and  why  he 
enters  some,  and  not  others,  he  knows  nothing  of  these  things :  he 
begs  them  not  to  ask  about  it,  because  it  wiU  be  of  no  use.  You, 
foolish  court  of  directors,  may  conjecture  and  conjecture  on.  You 
are  asking  me,  why  I  took  bonds  to  myself  for  money  of  yours,  why 
I  have  cheated  you,  why  I  have  falsified  my  account  in  such  a 
manner.     I  will  not  tell  you. 

In  the  satisfaction  which  he  had  promised  to  give  them  he 
neither  mentions  the  persons,  the  times,  the  occasions,  or  motives 
for  any  of  his  actions.  He  adds,  "  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my 
care  to  observe  the  same  means  with  the  rest."  For  some 
piu^oses,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  use  the  most  comphcated  and 
artful  concealments ;  for  some,  he  could  not  teU  what  his  motives 
were,  and  for  others,  that  it  was  mere  carelessness.  Here  is  the 
exchequer  of  bribery  !  Have  I  falsified  any  part  of  my  original  stating 
of  it  ?  an  exchequer,  in  which  the  man  who  ought  to  pay,  receives ; 
the  man,  who  ought  to  give  security,  takes  it ;  the  man,  who  ought 
to  keep  an  account,  says  he  has  forgotten ;  an  exchequer,  in  which 
oblivion  was  the  remembrancer  :  and,  to  sum  up  the  whole,  an 
exchequer  into  the  accounts  of  which  it  was  useless  to  inquire. 
This  is  the  manner  in  which  the  account  of  near  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  is  given  to  the  court  of  directors.  You  can  learn 
nothing  in  this  business  that  is  any  way  distinct,  except  a  premedi- 
tated design  of  a  concealment  of  his  transactions.  That  is 
avowed. 

But  there  is  a  more  serious  thing  behind.  Who  were  the  instru- 
ments of  his  concealment  ?  No  other,  my  lords,  than  the  company's 
public  accountant.  That  very  accountant  takes  the  money,  knowing 
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it  to  be  the  company's,  and  that  it  was  only  pretended  to  be 
advanced  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  company's  use.  He  sees 
Mr.  Hastings  make  out  bonds  to  himself  for  it,  and  Mr.  Hastings 
makes  him  enter  him  as  creditor,  when  in  fact  he  was  debtor.  Thus 
he  debauches  the  company's  accountant,  and  makes  him  his  con- 
federate. These  fraudulent  and  corrupt  acts,  covered  by  false  repre- 
sentations, are  proved  to  be  false,  not  by  collation  with  any  thing 
else,  but  false  by  a  collation  with  themselves.  This,  then,  is  the 
account  and  his  explanation  of  it ;  and  in  this  insolent,  saucy, 
careless,  negligent  manner,  a  public  accountant,  like  Mr.  Hastings, 
a  man  bred  up  a  book-keeper  in  the  company's  service,  who  ought 
to  be  exact,  physically  exact  in  his  account,  has  not  only  been 
vicious  in  his  own  account,  but  made  the  public  accounts  vicious 
and  of  no  value.  But  there  is  in  this  account  another  curious 
circumstance  with  regard  to  the  deposit  of  this  sum  of  money,  to 
which  he  referred  in  his  first  paragraph  of  his  letter  of  the  29th  of 
November,  1780.  He  states,  that  this  deposit  was  made  and 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Larkins  on  the  1st  of  June.  It  did 
so ;  but  it  is  not  entered  in  the  company's  accounts  till  November 
following.  Now  in  all  that  intermediate  space  where  was  it ! 
What  account  was  there  of  it  1  It  was  entirely  a  secret  between 
Mr.  Larkins  and  Mr.  Hastings,  without  a  possibility  of  any  one 
discovering  any  particular  relative  to  it.  Here  is  an  account  of 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  received,  juggled  between  the  ac- 
countant and  him,  without  a  trace  of  it  appearing  in  the  company's 
books.  Some  of  those  committees  to  whom,  for  their  diligence  at 
least,  I  must  say  the  public  have  some  obligation,  and  in  return  for 
which  they  ought  to  meet  with  some  indulgence,  examining  into  all 
these  circumstances,  and  having  heard  that  Mr.  Hastings  had 
deposited  a  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  company's  sub- 
treasurer  in  the  month  of  June,  sent  for  the  company's  books. 
They  looked  over  those  books,  but  they  did  not  find  the  least 
trace  of  any  such  sum  of  money,  and  not  any  account  of  it ;  nor 
could  there  be,  because  it  was  not  paid  to  the  company's  account 
till  the  November  following.  The  accountant  had  received  the 
money,  but  never  entered  it  from  June  till  November.  Then  at 
last  have  we  an  account  of  it.  But  was  it  even  then  entered  regu- 
larly upon  the  company's  accounts  1  No  such  thing ;  it  is  a  deposit 
carried  to  the  governor-general's  credit.  [The  entry  of  the  several 
species,  in  which  this  deposit  was  made,  was  here  read  from  the  com- 
pany's General  Journal  q/"1780  and  1781.] 

My  lords,  when  this  account  appears  at  last,  when  this  money 
does  emerge  in  the  public  accounts,  whose  is  it  ?  Is  it  the  com- 
pany's ?  No,  Mr.  Hastings's.  And  thus,  if,  notwithstanding  this 
obscure  account  in  November,  the  directors  had  claimed  and  called 


600  IMPEACHMENT   OF   WAREEN    HASTINGS,    ESQ. 

for  this  affinity  to  an  anecdote ;  if  they  had  called  for  this  anecdote 
and  examined  the  account;  if  they  had  said,  we  observe  here 
entered  two  lac  and  upwards;  come,  Mr.  Hastings,  let  us  see 
where  this  money  is :  they  would  find  that  it  is  Mr.  Hastings's  money, 
not  the  company's  ;  they  would  find  that  it  is  carried  to  his  credit. 
Tn  this  manner  he  hands  over  this  sum,  telling  them,  on  the  22nd 
of  May,  1782,  that  not  only  the  bonds  were  a  fraud,  but  the  deposit 
was  a  fraud ;  and  that  neither  bonds,  nor  deposit,  did  in  reality 
belong  to  him.  Why  did  he  enter  it  at  all  I  then,  afterwards,  why 
did  he  not  enter  it  as  the  company's  ?  Why  make  a  false  entry,  to 
enter  it  as  his  own  ?  and  how  came  he,  two  years  after,  when  he 
does  tell  you  that  it  was  the  company's  and  not  his  own,  to  alter  the 
public  accounts  I  But  why  did  he  not  tell  them  at  that  time,  when 
he  pretends  to  be  opening  his  breast  to  the  directors,  from  whom 
he  received  it,  or  say  any  thing  to  give  light  to  the  company  respect- 
ing it  1  who,  supposing  they  had  the  power  of  dispensing  with  an 
act  of  parliament,  or  Hcensing  bribery  at  their  pleasure,  might  have 
been  thereby  enabled  to  say — here,  you  ought  to  have  received  it — 
there  it  might  be  oppressive  and  of  dreadful  example. 

I  have  only  to  state,  that  in  this  letter,  which  was  pretended  to 
be  written  on  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  your  lordships  wiU  observe, 
that  he  thinks  it  his  absolute  duty,  (and  I  wish  to  press  this  upon 
your  lordships,  because  it  will  be  necessary  in  a  comparison  which 
I  shall  have  hereafter  to  make,)  to  lay  open  all  their  aSaJrs  to  them, 
to  give  them  a  full  and  candid  explanation  of  his  conduct,  which  he 
afterwards  confesses  he  is  not  able  to  do.  The  paragraph  has  been 
just  read  to  you.  It  amounts  to  this  :  I  have  taken  many  bribes — 
have  falsified  your  accounts — have  reversed  the  principle  of  them 
in  my-  own  favour  ;  I  now  discover  to  you  all  these  my  frauds,  and 
think  myself  entitled  to  your  confidence  upon  this  occasion.  Now 
all  the  principles  of  diffidence  ;  aU  the  principles  of  distrust ;  nay 
more,  all  the  principles  upon  which  a  man  may  be  convicted  of 
premeditated  fraud,  and  deserve  the  severest  punishment,  are  to  be 
found  in  this  case,  in  which,  he  says,  he  holds  himself  to  be  entitled 
to  their  confidence  and  trust.  If  any  of  your  lordships  had  a 
steward  who  told  you  he  had  lent  you  your  own  money,  and  had 
taken  bonds  from  you  for  it,  and  if  he  afterwards  told  you,  that 
that  money  was  neither  yours  nor  his,  but  extorted  from  your 
tenants  by  some  scandalous  means  ;  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
your  lordships  would  think  of  such  a  steward,  who  should  say,  I  will 
take  the  freedom  to  add,  that  I  think  myself,  on  such  a  subject,  on 
such  an  occasion,  entitled  to  your  confidence  and  trust.  You  will 
observe  his  cavalier  mode  of  expression.  Instead  of  his  exhibiting 
the  rigour  and  severity  of  an  accountant  and  a  book-keeper,  you 
would  think  that  he  had  been  a  reader  of  sentimental  letters :  there 
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is  such  an  air  of  a  novel  running  through  the  whole,  that  it  adds  to 
the  ridicule  and  nausea  of  it :  it  is  an  oxymel  of  squills  ;  there  is 
something  to  strike  you  with  horror  for  the  villany  of  it ;  something 
to  strike  you  with  contempt  for  the  fraud  of  it,  and  something  to 
strike  you  with  utter  disgust  for  the  vile  and  bad  taste  with  which  all 
these  base  ingredients  are  assorted. 

Your  lordships  wiU  see,  when  the  account,  which  is  subjoined  to 
this  unaccountable  letter,  comes  before  you,  that  though  the  com- 
pany had  desired  to  know  the  channels  through  which  he  got  those 
sums,  there  is  not  (except  by  a  reference  that  appears  in  another 
place  to  one  of  the  articles)  one  single  syllable  of  explanation  given 
from  one  end  to  the  other  ;  there  is  not  the  least  glimpse  of  light . 
thrown  upon  these  transactions.  But  we  have  since  discovered 
from  whom  he  got  these  bribes  ;  and  your  lordships  will  be  struck 
with  horror  when  you  hear  it. 

I  have  already  remarked  to  you  that  though  this  letter  is  dated 
upon  the  22nd  of  May,  it  was  not  dispatched  for  Europe  till 
December  following ;  and  he  gets  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was  his  agent 
and  instrument  in  falsifying  the  company''s  accounts,  to  swear,  that 
this  letter  was  written  upon  the  22nd  of  May,  and  that  he  had  no 
opportunity  to  send  it,  but  by  the  "  Ijively"  in  December.  On  the 
16th  of  that  month,  he  writes  to  the  directors,  and  tells  them  that 
he  is  quite  shocked  to  find  he  had  no  earlier  opportunity  of  making 
this  discovery,  which  he  thought  himself  bound  to  make,  though  this 
discovery,  respecting  some  articles  of  it,  had  now  been  delayed 
nearly  two  years,  and  though  it  since  appears  that  there  were  many 
opportunities,  and  particularly  by  the  "Resolution,"  of  sending  it. 
He  was  much  distressed,  and  found  himself  in  an  awkward  situa- 
tion, from  an  apprehension  that  the  parliamentary  inquiry,  which 
he  knew  was  at  this  time  in  progress,  might  have  forced  from  him 
this  notable  discovery.  He  says,  "  I  do  not  fear  the  consequences 
of  any  parliamentary  process."  Indeed  he  needed  not  to  fear  any 
parliamentary  inquiry,  if  it  produced  no  further  discovery  than  that 
which  your  lordships  have  in  the  letter  of  the  22nd  of  May,  and  in 
the  accounts  subjoined  to  it.  He  says,  that  "the  delay  is  of  no  public 
consequence ;  but  it  has  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respect 
to  myself,  I  regard  as  unfortunate,  because  it  exposes  me  to  the 
meanest  imputation,  from  the  occasion  which  the  late  parliamentary 
inquiries  have  since  furnished." 

Now  here  is  a  very  curious  letter  that  I  wish  to  have  read  for 
some  other  reasons,  which  will  afterwards  appear,  but  principally 
at  present  for  the  purpose  of  showing  you,  that  he  held  it  to  be  his 
duty,  and  thought  it  to  the  last  degree  dishonourable,  not  to  give 
the  company  an  account  of  those  secret  bribes :  he  thought  it 
would  reflect  upon  him,  and  ruin  his  character  for  ever,  if  this 
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account  did  not  come  voluntarily  from  him,  but  was  extorted  by 
terror  of  parliamentary  inquiry.  In  this  letter  of  the  1 6th  Decem- 
ber, 1782,  he  thus  writes : — "  The  delay  is  of  no  public  consequence; 
but  it  has  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  to  myself,  I 
regard  as  unfortunate ;  because  it  exposes  me  to  the  meanest  imputa- 
tion, from  the  occasion,  which  the  late  parliamentary  inquiries  have 
since  furnished,  but  which  were  unknown  when  my  letter  was 
written,  and  written  in  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  promise, 
made  to  that  effect  in  a  former  letter  to  your  honourable  com- 
mittee, dated  20th  January  last.  However,  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  such  reflections  from  affecting  me,  I  have  desired  Mr. 
Larkins,  who  was  privy  to  the  whole  transactions,  to  affix  to  the 
letter  his  affidavit  of  the  date  in  which  it  was  written.  I  own  I  feel 
most  sensibly  the  mortification  of  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
using  such  precautions  to  guard  my  reputation  from  dishonour.  If 
I  had,  at  any  time,  possessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  my 
immediate  employers,  which  they  never  withheld  from  the  meanest 
of  my  predecessors,  I  should  have  disdained  to  use  these  attentions. 
How  I  have  drawn  on  me  a  different  treatment,  I  know  not ;  it  is 
sufficient  that  I  have  not  merited  it.  And  in  the  course  of  a  ser- 
vice of  thirty-two  years,  and  ten  of  these  employed  in  maintaining 
the  powers,  and  discharging  the  duties  of  the  first  office  of  the 
British  government  in  India,  that  honourable  court  ought  to  know 
whether  I  possess  the  integrity  and  honour,  which  are  the  first 
requisites  of  such  a  station.  If  I  wanted  these,  they  have  afforded 
me  but  too  powerful  incentives  to  suppress  the  information,  which 
I  now  convey  to  them  through  you  ;  and  to  appropriate  to  my  own 
use  the  sums  which  I  have  already  passed  to  their  credit,  by  the 
unworthy,  and,  pardon  me  if  I  add,  dangerous  reflections,  which 
they  have  passed  upon  me,  for  the  first  communication  of  this  kind ; 
and  your  own  experience  will  suggest  to  you,  that  there  are  persons 
who  would  profit  by  such  a  warning. 

"  Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  which  to  you  who  are 
accustomed  to  view  business  in  an  official  and  regular  light,  may 
appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improper,  I  have  but  a  few  short 
remarks  to  suggest  to  your  consideration. 

"  If  I  appear  in  any  unfavourable  light  by  these  transactions,  I 
resign  the  common  and  legal  security  of  those  who  commit  crimes 
or  errors.  I  am  ready  to  answer  every  particular  question  that 
may  be  put  against  myself,  upon  honour,  or  upon  oath. 

"  The  sources  from  which  these  reliefs  to  the  pubHc  service  have 
come,  would  never  have  yielded  them  to  the  company  pubUcly ;  and 
the  exigencies  of  your  service  (exigencies  created  by  the  exposition 
of  your  affairs,  and  faction  in  your  councils)  required  those  supplies. 

"  I  could  have  concealed  them,  had  I  had  a  wrong  motive,  from 
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yours  and  the  public  eye  for  ever ;  and  I  know  that  the  difficulties, 
to  which  a  spirit  of  injustice  may  subject  me  for  my  candour  and 
avowal,  are  greater  than  any  possible  inconvenience  that  could  have 
attended  the  concealment,  except  the  dissatisfaction  of  my  own 
mind.  These  difficulties  are  but  a  few  of  those  which  I  have  suf- 
fered in  your  service.  The  applause  of  my  own  breast  is  my  surest 
reward,  and  was  the  support  of  my  mind  in  meeting  them.  Your 
applause,  and  that  of  my  country,  are  my  next  wish  in  life." 

Your  lordships  will  observe,  at  the  end  of  this  letter,  that  this 
man  declares  his  first  applause  to  be  from  his  own  breast,  and  that 
he  next  wishes  to  have  the  applause  of  his  employers.  But  revers- 
ing this,  and  taking  their  applause  first,  let  us  see  on  what  does  he 
ground  his  hope  of  their  applause  I  Was  it  on  his  former  conduct  ? 
No ;  for  he  says  that  conduct  had  repeatedly  met  with  their  disap- 
probation. Was  it  upon  the  confidence  which  he  knew  they  had 
in  him  ?  No  ;  for  he  says  "  they  gave  more  of  their  confidence  to 
the  meanest  of  his  predecessors."  Observe,  my  lords,  the  style  of 
insolence  he  constantly  uses  with  regard  to  all  mankind.  Lord 
Olive  was  his  predecessor  :  Governor  Oartier  was  his  predecessor : 
Governor  Verelst  was  his  predecessor :  every  man  of  them  as  good 
as  himself;  and  yet,  he  says,  the  directors  had  given  "more  of 
their  confidence  to  the  meanest  of  his  predecessors."  But  what  was 
to  entitle  him  to  their  applause  ?  a  clear  and  full  explanation  of  the 
bribes  he  had  taken.  Bribes  were  to  be  the  foundation  of  their 
confidence  in  him,  and  the  clear  explanation  of  them  was  to  entitle 
him  to  their  applause  !  Strange  grounds  to  build  confidence  upon 
— the  rotten  ground  of  corruption,  accompanied  with  the  infamy  of 
its  avowal !  Strange  ground  to  expect  applause — a  discovery, 
which  was  no  discovery  at  all !  Your  lordships  have  heard  this 
discovery,  which  I  have  not  taken  upon  me  to  state,  but  have  read 
his  own  letter  on  the  occasion.  Has  there,  at  this  moment,  any 
light  broken  in  upon  you  concerning  this  matter  ? 

But  what  does  he  say  to  the  directors  ?  he  says,  "  upon  the  whole 
of  these  transactions,  which  to  you  who  are  accustomed  to  view 
business  in  an  official  and  regular  light,  may  appear  unprecedented, 
if  not  improper,  I  have  but  a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your 
consideration."  He  looks  upon  them,  and  treats  them  as  a  set  of 
low  mechanical  men  ;  a  set  of  low-born  book-keepers,  as  base  souls, 
who  in  an  account  call  for  explanation  and  precision.  If  there  is 
no  precision  in  accounts,  there  is  nothing  of  worth  in  them.  You 
see  he  himself  is  an  eccentric  accountant,  a  Pindaric  book-keeper, 
an  arithmetician  in  the  clouds.  I  know,  he  says,  what  the  directors 
desire :  but  they  are  mean  people ;  they  are  not  of  elevated  senti- 
ments ;  they  are  modest ;  they  avoid  ostentation  in  taking  of  bribes: 
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I  therefore  am  playing  cups  and  balls  with  them,  letting  them  see 
a  little  glimpse  of  the  bribes,  then  carrying  them  fairly  away.  Upon 
this  he  founds  the  applause  of  his  own  breast. 

Populiifi  me  sibilat ;  at  mihi  plaudo 

Ipse  domi,  simul  ac  nummos  contemplor  in  arc^. 

That  private  ipse  plaudo  he  may  have  in  this  business,  which  is  a 
business  of  money ;  but  the  applause  of  no  other  human  creature 
will  he  have  for  giving  such  an  account  as  he  admits  this  to  be — 
irregular,  uncertain,  problematical,  and  of  which  no  one  can  make 
either  head  or  tail.  He  despises  us  also,  who  are  representatives 
of  the  people,  and  have  amongst  us  all  the  regular  ofBcers  of  finance, 
for  expecting  any  thing  like  a  regular  account  from  him.  He  is 
hurt  at  it ;  he  considers  it  as  a  cruel  treatment  of  him ;  he  says, 
have  I  deserved  this  treatment?  Observe,  my  lords,  he  had  met 
with  no  treatment,  if  treatment  it  may  be  called,  from  us  of  the 
kind  of  which  he  complains.  The  court  of  directors  had,  however, 
in  a  way  shameful,  abject,  low,  and  pusillanimous,  begged  of  him, 
as  if  they  were  his  dependents,  and  not  his  masters,  to  give  them 
some  light  into  the  account ;  they  desire  a  receiver  of  money  to  tell 
from  whom  he  received  it,  and  how  he  applied  it.  .  He  answers, 
they  may  be  hanged  for  a  parcel  of  mean  contemptible  book- 
keepers, and  that  he  will  give  them  no  account  at  all :  he  says — 
"  if  you  sue  me" — ^there  is  the  point ;  he  always  takes  security  in 
a  court  of  law.  He  considers  his  being  called  upon  by  these  people, 
to  whom  he  ought  as  a  faithful  servant  to  give  an  account,  and  to  do 
which  he  was  bound  by  an  act  of  parliament  specially  entrusting 
him  with  the  administration  of  the  revenues,  as  a  gross  affront.  He 
adds,  that  he  is  ready  to  resign  his  defence,  and  to  answer  upon 
honour,  or  upon  oath.  Answering  upon  honour  is  a  strange  way 
they  have  got  in  India,  as  your  lordships  may  see  in  the  course  of 
thLs  inquiry.  But  he  forgets,  that  being  the  company's  servant,  the 
company  may  bring  a  bill  in  chancery  against  him,  and  force  him 
upon  oath  to  give  an  account.  He  has  not,  however,  given  them 
light  enough,  or  afforded  them  sufficient  ground  for  a  fishing  bill  in 
chancery.  Yet,  he  says,  if  you  call  upon  me  in  a  chancery  way,  or 
by  common  law,  I  really  will  abdicate  aU  forms,  and  give  you  some 
account.  In  consequence  of  this  the  company  did  demand  from 
him  an  account,  regularly  and  as  fully  and  formally  as  if  they  had 
demanded  it  in  a  court  of  justice.  He  positively  refused  to  give 
them  any  account  whatever ;  and  they  have  never  to  this  very  day 
in  which  we  speak,  had  any  account  that  is  at  all  clear  or  satisfac- 
tory. Your  lordships  will  see,  as  I  go  through  this  scene  of  fraud, 
falsification,  iniquity,  and  prevarication,  that  in  defiance  of  his  pro- 
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mise,  which  promise  they  quote  upon  him  over  and  over  again,  he 
has  never  given  them  any  account  of  this  matter. 

He  goes  on  to  say  (and  the  threat  is  indeed  alarming),  that  by 
calling  him  to  account  they  may  provoke  him — to  what  ?  "To  appro- 
priate," he  says,  "  to  my  own  use,  the  sums  which  I  have  already 
passed  to  your  credit,  by  the  unworthy,  and  pardon  me  if  I  add, 
dangerous  reflections,  which  you  have  passed  upon  me  for  the  first 
communication  of  this  kind."  They  passed  no  reflections :  they 
said  they  would  neither  praise  nor  blame  him,  but  pressed  him  for 
an  account  of  a  matter  which  they  could  not  understand ;  and,  I 
believe,  your  lordships  understand  it  no  more  than  they,  for  it  is 
not  in  the  compass  of  human  understanding  to  conceive  or  com- 
prehend it.  Instead  of  an  account  of  it,  he  dares  to  threaten  them 
— I  may  be  tempted,  if  you  should  provoke  me,  not  to  be  an  honest 
man — to  falsify  your  account  a  second  time,  and  to  reclaim  those 
sums,  which  I  have  passed  to  your  credit:  to  alter  the  account 
again  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Larkins.  What  a  dreadful  declaration 
is  this  of  his  dominion  over  the  public  accounts,  and  of  his  power 
of  altering  them !  a  declaration  that,  having  first  falsified  those 
accounts  in  order  to  deceive  them,  and  afterwards  having  told 
them  of  this  falsification  in  order  to  gain  credit  with  them ;  if  they 
provoke  him,  he  shall  take  back  the  money  he  had  carried  to  their 
account,  and  make  them  his  debtors  for  it.  He  fairly  avows  the 
dominion  he  has  over  the  company's  accounts ;  and  therefore,  when 
he  shall  hereafter  plead  the  accounts,  we  shall  be  able  to  rebut  that 
evidence,  and  say,  the  company's  accounts  are  corrupted  by  you 
through  your  agent,  Mr.  Larkins,  and  we  give  no  credit  to  them, 
because  you  not  only  told  the  company  you  could  do  so,  but  we  can 
prove  that  you  have  actually  done  it.  What  a  strange  medley  of 
evasion — pretended  discovery,  real  concealment,  fraud,  and  prevari- 
cation appears  in  every  part  of  this  letter  ! 

But  admitting  this  letter  to  have  been  written  upon  the  22nd  of 
May,  and  kept  back  to  the  16th  of  December,  you  would  imagine 
that  during  all  that  interval  of  time,  he  would  have  prepared  himself 
to  give  some  light,  some  illustration  of  these  dark  and  mysterious 
transactions,  which  carried  fraud  upon  the  very  face  of  them.  Did 
he  do  so?  Not  at  all.  Upon  the  16th  of  December,  instead  of 
giving  them  some  such  clear  accounts  as  might  have  been  expected, 
he  falls  into  a  violent  passion  for  their  expecting  them :  he  tells 
them  it  would  be  dangerous ;  and  he  tells  them  they  knew  who 
had  profited  by  these  transactions ;  thus,  in  order  to  strike 
terror  into  their  breasts,  hinting  at  some  frauds  which  they 
had  practised  or  protected.  ^V'hat  weight  this  may  have  had 
with  them    I  know  not ;  but  your  lordships  will  expect  in  vain 


606  IMPEACHMENT   OF    WAEEEN   HASTINGS,   ESQ. 

that  Mr.  Hastings,  after  giving  four  accounts,  if  any  one  of  which 
is  true  the  other  three  must  necessarily  be  false— after  having 
thrown  the  company's  accounts  into  confusion,  and  being  unable 
to  tell,  as  he  says  himself,  why  he  did  so — will  at  last  give  some 
satisfaction  to  the  directors,  who  continued  in  a  humble  meek 
way,  giving  him  hints  that  he  ought  to  do  it.  You  have  heard 
nothing  yet  but  the  consequences  of  their  refusing  to  give  him 
the  present  of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds,  which  he  had  taken 
from  the  nabob  :  they  did  right  to  refuse  it  to  him ;  they  did  wrong 
to  take  it  to  themselves. 

We  now  find  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  river  Ganges  in  September 
1784  :  that  Ganges  whose  purifying  water  expiates  so  many  sias  of 
the  Gentoos,  and  which,  one  would  think,  would  have  washed  Mr. 
Hastings's  hands  a  little  clean  of  bribery,  and  would  have  rolled 
down  its  golden  sands  like  another  Pactolus.  Here  we  find  him 
discovering  another  of  his  bribes.  This  was  a  bribe  taken  upon 
totally  a  different  principle,  according  to  his  own  avowal;  it  is  a 
bribe  not  pretended  to  be  received  for  the  use  of  the  company  ;  a 
bribe  taken  absolutely  entirely  for  himself.  He  tells  them  that  he 
had  taken  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  pounds.  This  bribe, 
which,  like  the  former,  he  had  taken  without  right,  he  tells  them 
that  he  intends  to  apply  to  his  own  purposes,  and  he  insists  upon 
their  sanction  for  so  doing.  He  says  he  had  in  vain  upon  a  former 
occasion  appealed  to  their  honour,  liberality,  and  generosity ;  that 
he  now  appeals  to  their  justice  ;  and  insists  upon  their  decreeing 
this  bribe,  which  he  had  taken  without  telling  them  from  whom, 
where,  or  on  what  account,  to  his  own  use. 

Your  lordships  remember,  that  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  from 
Patna,  on  the  20th  of  .January,  1 782,  he  there  states  that  he  was  in 
tolerable  good  circumstances,  and  that  this  had  arisen  from  his 
having  continued  long  in  their  service  ;  now,  he  had  continued  two 
years  longer  in  their  service,  and  he  is  reduced  to  beggary!  "This,"" 
he  says,  "  is  a  single  example  of  a  life  spent  in  the  accumulation  of 
crores  for  your  benefit,  and  doomed,  in  its  close,  to  sufier  the 
extremity  of  private  want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity.'" 

So  far  back  as  in  177-3,  he  thought  that  he  could  save  an  exceed- 
ing good  fortune  out  of  his  place.  In  1782  he  says,  with  gratitude, 
that  he  has  made  a  decent  private  competency,  but  in  two  years 
after  he  sunk  to  the  extremity  of  private  want.  And  how  does  he 
seek  to  relieve  that  want '  by  taking  a  bribe  :  bribes  are  no  longer 
taken  by  him  for  the  company's  service,  but  for  his  own.  He  takes 
the  bribe  with  an  express  intention  of  keeping  it  for  his  own  use, 
and  he  calls  upon  the  company  for  their  sanction.  If  the  money 
was  taken  without  right,  no  claim  of  his  could  justify  its  being 
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appropriated  to  himself;  nor  could  the  company  so  appropriate 
it,  for  no  man  has  a  right  to  be  generous  out  of  another's  goods. 
When  he  calls  upon  their  justice  and  generosity,  they  might  answer, 
if  you  have  a  just  demand  upon  our  treasury,  state  it,  and  we  will 
pay  it ;  if  it  is  a  demand  upon  our  generosity,  state  your  merits, 
and  we  will  consider  them.  But  I  have  paid  myself  by  a  bribe  ;  I 
have  taken  another  man's  money  ;  and  I  caU  upon  your  justice — 
to  do  what  ?  To  restore  it  to  its  owner  ?  no ;  to  allow  me  to  keep 
it  myself.  Think,  my  lords,  in  what  a  situation  the  company  stands. 
I  have  done  a  great  deal  for  you ;  this  is  the  jackal's  portion ; 
you  have  been  the  lion ;  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  prog  for  you ; 
I  am  your  bribe-pander,  yom*  factor  of  corruption,  exposing  myself 
to  every  kind  of  scorn  and  ignominy,  to  insults,  even  from  you.  I 
have  been  preying  and  plundering  for  you ;  I  have  gone  through 
every  stage  of  licentiousness  and  lewdness,  wading  thi'ough  every 
species  of  dirt  and  corruption  for  your  advantage.  I  am  now  sink- 
ing into  the  extremity  of  private  want ;  do  give  me  this — what  ? 
money  1  no,  this  bribe  ;  rob  me  the  man  who  gave  me  this  bribe ; 
vote  me — what  ?  money  of  your  own  ?  that  would  be  generous  : 
money  you  owe  me  ?  that  would  be  just ;  no,  money  which  I  have 
extorted  from  another  man,  and  I  call  upon  your  justice  to  give  it 
me.  This  is  his  idea  of  justice.  He  says,  "  I  am  compelled  to  depart 
from  that  liberal  plan  which  I  originally  adopted,  and  to  claim  from 
your  justice  (for  you  have  forbid  me  to  appeal  to  your  generosity) 
the  discharge  of  a  debt,  which  I  can  with  the  most  scrupulous 
integrity  aver  to  be  justly  due,  and  which  I  cannot  sustain."  Now 
if  any  of  the  company's  servants  may  say,  I  have  been  extravagant 
— profuse — it  was  all  meant  for  your  good  : — let  me  prey  upon  the 
country  at  my  pleasure  ;  license  my  bribes,  frauds,  and  peculations, 
and  then  you  do  me  justice.  What  country  are  we  in,  where  these 
ideas  are  ideas  of  generosity  and  justice  ? 

It  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  in  this  letter  he  would  have 
given  some  account  of  the  person  from  whom  he  had  taken  this 
bribe.  But  here,  as  in  the  other  cases,  he  had  a  most  effectual 
oblivion  ;  the  Ganges,  like  Lethe,  causes  a  drowsiness,  as  you  saw 
in  Mr.  Middleton  ;  they  recollect  nothing,  they  know  nothing.  He 
has  not  stated,  from  that  day  to  this,  from  whom  he  took  that 
money  :  but  we  have  made  the  discovery.  And  such  is  the  use  of 
parliamentary  inquiries,  such,  too,  both  to  the  present  age  and 
posterity,  will  be  their  use,  that  if  we  pursue  them  with  the  vigour 
which  the  great  trust  justly  imposed  upon  us  demands,  and  if  your 
lordships  do  firmly  administer  justice  upon  this  man's  frauds,  you 
will  at  once  put  an  end  to  those  frauds  and  prevarications  for  ever. 
Your  lordships  will  see  that,  in  this  inquiry,  it  is  the  diligence  of 


608  IMPEACHMENT   OF   WARREN   HASTINGS,   ESa. 

the  House  of  Commons,  which  he  has  the  audacity  to  call  malice, 
that  has  discovered  and  brought  to  light  the  frauds  which  we  shall 
be  able  to  prove  against  him. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  an  extract  from  that  stuff, 
called  a  defence,  which  he  has  either  written  himself,  or  somebody 
else  has  written  for  him,  and  which  he  owns,  or  disclaims,  just  as  he 
pleases ;  when  under  the  slow  tortures  of  a  parliamentary  impeach- 
ment he  discovered,  at  length,  from  whom  he  got  this  last  bribe. 
"  The  last  part  of  the  charge  states,  that  in  my  letter  to  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  21st  February,  1784,  I  have  confessed  to  have 
received  another  sum  of  money,  the  amount  of  which  is  not 
declared,  but  which,  from  the  application  of  it,  could  not  be  less 
than  thirty-four  thousand  pounds  sterling,  &c.  In  the  year  1 783, 
when  I  was  actually  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  for  my  private 
expenses,  owing  to  the  company  not  having  at  that  time  sufficient 
cash  in  their  treasury  to  pay  my  salary,  I  borrowed  three  lacs  of 
rupees  of  rajah  Nobkissen,  an  inhabitant  of  Calcutta,  whom  I 
desired  to  call  upon  me  with  a  bond  properly  filled  up  ;  he  did  so, 
but,  at  the  time  I  was  going  to  execute  it,  he  entreated  I  would 
rather  accept  the  money  than  execute  the  bond.  I  neither  accepted 
the  offer  nor  refused  it ;  and  my  determination  upon  it  remained 
suspended  between  the  alternative  of  keeping  the  money  as  a  loan 
to  be  repaid,  and  of  taking  it,  and  applying  it,  as  I  had  done  other 
sums,  to  the  company's  use ;  and  there  the  matter  rested  till  I 
undertook  my  journey  to  LucJcnow,  when  I  determined  to  accept 
the  money  for  the  company's  use  ;  and  these  were  my  motives : — 
Having  made  disbursements  from  my  own  cash  for  services  which, 
though  required  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  station,  I 
had  hitherto  omitted  to  enter  into  my  public  account ;  I  resolved  to 
reimburse  myself  in  a  mode  most  suitable  to  the  situation  of  the 
company's  affairs,  by  charging  these  disbursements  in  my  durbar 
accounts  of  the  present  year,  and  crediting  them  by  a  sum 
privately  received,  which  was  this  of  Nobkissen's.  If  my  claim  on 
the  company  were  not  founded  in  justice,  and  bond  fide  due,  my 
acceptance  of  three  lacs  of  rupees  from  Nobkissen  by  no  means  pre- 
cludes them  from  recovering  that  sum  from  me.  No  member  of 
this  honourable  House  suspects  me,  I  hope,  of  the  meanness  and 
guilt  of  presenting  false  accounts."  We  do  not  suspect  him  of 
presenting  false  accounts :  we  can  prove,  we  are  now  radically 
proving,  that  he  presents  false  accounts.  We  suspect  no  man  who 
does  not  give  ground  for  suspicion  ;  we  accuse  no  man  who  has  not 
given  ground  for  accusation;  and  we  do  not  attempt  to  bring 
before  a  court  of  justice  any  charges  which  we  shall  not  be  able 
decisively  to  prove.     This  will  put  an  end  to  all  idle  prattle  of 
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malice,  of  groundless  suspicions  of  guilt,  and  of  ill-founded  charges. 
We  come  here  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  test,  and  here  it  shall  be 
brought  to  the  test  between  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  and  this 
East  India  delinquent.  In  his  letter  of  the  21st  of  February, 
1784,  he  says,  he  has  never  benefited  himself  by  contingent 
accounts  ;  and,  as  an  excuse  for  taking  this  bribe  from  Nobkissen, 
which  he  did  not  discover  at  the  time,  but  many  years  afterwards  at 
the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  declares,  that  he  wanted  to 
apply  it  to  the  contingent  account  for  his  expenses,  that  is,  for  what 
he  pretended  to  have  laid  out  for  the  company  during  a  great 
number  of  years.  He  proceeds  :  "  if  it  should  be  objected,  that 
the  allowance  of  these  demands  would  furnish  a  precedent  for 
others  of  the  like  kind,  I  have  to  remark  that  in  their  whole 
amount  they  are  but  the  aggregate  of  a  contingent  account  of 
twelve  years :  and  if  it  were  to  become  the  practice  of  those  who 
have  passed  their  prime  of  hfe  in  your  service,  and  filled,  as  I  have 
filled  it,  the  first  ofiice  of  your  dominion,  to  glean  from  their  past 
accounts  all  the  articles  of  expense,  which  their  inaccuracy  or  indif- 
ference hath  overlooked,  your  interests  would  suffer  infinitely  less 
by  the  precedent  than  by  a  single  example  of  a  life  spent  in  the 
accumulation  of  crores  for  your  benefit,  and  doomed  in  its  close  to 
suffer  the  extremity  of  private  want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity." 
Here  is  the  man,  that  has  told  us  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  he  never  made  up  any  contingent  accounts  ;  and  yet,  as 
a  set-off  against  this  bribe,  which  he  received  for  himself,  and  never 
intended  to  apply  to  the  current  use  of  the  company,  he  feigns  and 
invents  a  claim  upon  them,  namely,  that  he  had,  without  any 
authority  of  the  company,  squandered  away  in  stationery  and  budge- 
rows,  and  other  idle  services,  a  sum  amounting  to  34,000?.  But 
was  it  for  the  company's  service  ?  Is  this  language  to  be  listened 
to  ?  Every  thing  I  thought  fit  to  expend,  I  have  expended  for  the 
company's  service. — I  intended,  indeed,  at  that  time,  to  have  been 
generous.  I  intended,  out  of  my  own  pocket,  to  have  paid  for  a 
translation  of  the  code  of  Gentoo  laws  ;  I  was  then  in  the  prime  of 
my  life,  flowing  in  money,  and  had  great  expectations :  I  am  now 
old ;  I  cannot  afford  to  be  generous :  I  will  look  back  into  all  my 
former  accounts,  pen,  ink,  wax,  every  thing  that  I  generously  or 
prodigally  spent  as  my  own  humour  might  suggest ;  and  though,  at 
the  same  time,  I  know  you  have  given  me  a  noble  allowance,  I  now 
make  a  charge  upon  you  for  this  sum  of  money,  and  intend  to  take 
a  bribe  in  discharge  of  it.  Now,  suppose  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  sits 
in  the  seat,  and  I  hope  will  long,  and  honourably  and  worthily,  fill 
the  seat,  which  that  gentleman  possessed;    suppose  Lord  Oorn- 
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wallis,  after  never  having  complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  his 
salary,  and  after  having  but  two  years  ago  said  he  had  saved  a  suf- 
ficient competency  out  of  it,  should  now  tell  you  that  30,000^.  a  year 
was  not  enough  for  him,  and  that  he  was  sinking  into  want  and 
distress,  and  should  justify  upon  that  alleged  want,  taking  a  bribe, 
and  then  make  out  a  bill  of  contingent  expenses  to  cover  it ;  would 
your  lordships  bear  this  ? 

Mr.  Hastings  has  told  you  that  he  wanted  to  borrow  money  for 
his  own  use,  and  thdt  he  applied  to  rajah  Nobkissen,  who  generously 
pressed  it  upon  him  as  a  gift.  Eajah  Nobkissen  is  a  banyan :  you 
■will  be  astonished  to  hear  of  generosity  in  a  banyan  :  there  never 
was  a  banyan  and  generosity  united  together ;  but  Nobkissen  loses 
his  banyan  qualities  at  once  the  moment  the  light  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
face  beams  upon  him.  Here,  says  Mr.  Hastings,  I  have  prepared 
bonds  for  you  !  Astonishing  !  how  can  you  think  of  the  meanness 
of  bonds  ?  you  call  upon  me  to  lend  you  34,000Z.  and  propose  bonds. 
No,  you  shall  have  it ;  you  are  the  governor-general,  who  have  a 
large  and  ample  salary ;  but  I  know  you  are  a  generous  man,  and  I 
emulate  your  generosity :  I  give  you  aU  this  money.  Nobkissen 
was  quite  shocked  at  Mr.  Hastings's  offering  him  a  bond.  My 
lords,  a  Gentoo  banyan  is  a  person  a  little  lower,  a  little  more 
penurious,  a  little  more  exacting,  a  little  more  cunning,  a  little  more 
money-making,  than  a  Jew.  There  is  not  a  Jew  in  the  meanest 
comer  of  Duke's-place  in  London  that  is  so  crafty,  so  much  a 
usurer,  so  skilful  how  to  turn  money  to  profit,  and  so  resolved  not 
to  give  any  money,  but  for  profit,  as  a  Gentoo  broker,  of  the  class 
I  have  mentioned.  But  this  man,  however,  at  once  grows  generous, 
and  will  not  suffer  a  bond  to  be  given  to  him  ;  and  Mr.  Hastings, 
accordingly,  is  thrown  into  very  great  distress.  You  see  sentiment 
always  prevailing  in  Mr.  Hastings.  The  sentimental  dialogue, 
which  must  have  passed  between  him  and  a  Gentoo  broker,  would 
have  charmed  every  one  that  has  a  taste  for  pathos  and  sentiment. 
Mr.  Hastings  was  pressed  to  receive  the  money  as  a  gift — he  really 
does  not  know  what  to  do,  whether  to  insist  upon  giving  a  bond  or 
not ;  whether  he  shall  take  the  money  for  his  own  use,  or  whether 
he  shall  take  it  for  the  company's  use.  But  it  may  be  said  of  man, 
as  it  is  said  of  woman ;  the  woman  who  deliberates  is  lost.  The 
man  that  deliberates  about  receiving  bribes  is  gone ;  the  moment 
he  deliberates,  that  moment  his  reason,  the  fortress,  is  lost — the 
walls  shake  ;  down  it  comes,  and  at  the  same  moment  enters  Nob- 
kissen into  the  citadel  of  his  honour  and  integrity,  with  colours 
flying,  with  drums  beating  ;  and  Mr.  Hastings's  garrison  goes  out, 
very   handsomely   indeed,    with   the   honours   of  war,   all  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  company.  Mr.  Hastings  consents  to  take  the  money 
from  Nobkissen;  Nobkissen  gives  the  money,  and  is  perfectly 
satisfied. 

Mr.  Hastings  took  the  money  with  a  view  to  apply  it  to  the 
company's  service  :  How  ?  to  pay  his  own  contingent  bills.  Every 
thing  that  I  do,  says  he,  and  all  the  money  I  squander,  is  all  for  the 
company's  benefit.  As  to  particulars  of  accounts,  never  look  into 
them  ;  they  are  given  you  upon  honour  :  let  me  take  this  bribe,  it 
costs  you  nothing  to  be  just  or  generous.  I  take  the  bribe :  you 
sanctify  it.  But  in  every  transaction  of  Mr.  Hastings,  where  we 
have  got  a  name,  there  we  have  got  a  crime.  Nobkissen  gave  him 
the  money,  and  did  not  take  his  bond,  I  believe,  for  it ;  but  Nob- 
kissen, we  find,  immediately  afterwards  enters  upon  the  steward- 
ship or  management  of  one  of  the  most  considerable  districts  in 
Bengal.  We  know  very  well,  and  shall  prove  to  your  lordships  in 
what  manner  such  men  rack  such  districts,  and  exact  from  the 
inhabitants  the  money  to  repay  themselves  for  the  bribes  which  had 
been  taken  from  them.  These  bribes  are  taken  under  a  pretence 
of  the  company's  service ;  but  sooner  or  later  they  fall  upon  the 
company's  treasury.  And  we  shall  prove  that  Nobkissen,  within  a 
year  from  the  time  when  he  gave  this  bribe,  had  fallen  into  arrears 
to  the  company,  as  their  steward,  to  the  amount  of  a  sum,  the  very 
interest  of  which,  according  to  the  rate  of  interest  in  that  country, 
amounted  to  more  than  this  bribe,  taken,  as  was  pretended,  for  the 
company's  service.  Such  are  the  consequences  of  a  banyan's  gene- 
rosity, and  of  Mr.  Hastings's  gratitude,  so  far  as  the  interest  of  the 
country  is  concerned  ;  and  this  is  a  good  way  to  pay  Mr.  Hastings's 
contingent  accounts.  But  this  is  not  all ;  a  most  detestable  villain 
is  sent  up  into  the  country  to  take  the  management  of  it,  and  the 
fortunes  of  all  the  great  families  in  it  are  given  entirely  into  his 
power.  This  is  the  way  by  which  the  company  are  to  keep  their 
own  servants  from  falling  into  "  the  extremity  of  private  want." 
And  the  company  itself,  in  this  pretended  saving  to  their  treasury 
by  the  taking  of  bribes,  lose  more  than  the  amount  of  the  bribes 
received.  Wherever  a  bribe  is  given  on  one  hand,  there  is  a 
balance  accruing  on  the  other.  No  man,  who  had  any  share  in  the 
management  of  the  company's  revenues,  ever  gave  a  bribe,  who  did 
not  either  extort  the  full  amount  of  it  from  the  country,  or  else  fall 
in  balance  to  the  company  to  that  amount,  and  frequently  both.  In 
short,  Mr.  Hastings  never  was  guilty  of  corruption,  that  blood  and 
rapine  did  not  follow ;  he  never  took  a  bribe,  pretended  to  be  for 
their  benefit,  but  the  company's  treasury  was  proportionably 
exhausted  by  it. 

And  now  was   this   scandalous   and   ruinous   trafiic   in    bribes 
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brought  to  light  by  the  court  of  directors  ?  No,  we  got  it  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  These  bribes  appear  to  have  been  taken  at 
various  times,  and  upon  various  occasions  ;  and  it  was  not  till  his 
return  from  Patna,  in  February,  1 782,  that  the  first  communication 
of  any  of  them  was  made  to  the  court  of  directors.  Upon  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  the  court  of  directors  wrote  back  to  him, 
requiring  some  further  explanation  upon  the  subject.  No  explana- 
tion was  given,  but  a  communication  of  other  bribes  was  made  in 
his  letter,  said  to  be  written  in  May  of  the  same  year,  but  not  dis- 
patched to  Europe  till  the  December  following.  This  produced 
another  requisition  from  the  directors  for  explanation.  And  here 
your  lordships  are  to  observe  that  this  correspondence  is  never  in 
the  way  of  letters  written  and  answers  given ;  but  he  and  the 
directors  are  perpetually  playing  at  hide  and  seek  with  each  other, 
and  writing  to  each  other  at  random ;  Mr.  Hastings  making  a  com- 
munication one  day,  the  directors  requiring  an  explanation  the 
next ;  Mr.  Hastings  giving  an  account  of  another  bribe  on  the 
third  day,  without  giving  any  explanation  of  the  former.  Still, 
however,  the  directors  are  pursuing  their  chase.  But  it  was  not 
till  they  learned  that  the  committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  (for 
committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  had  then  some  weight)  were 
frowning  upon  them  for  this  collusion  with  Mr.  Hastings,  that  at 
last  some  honest  men  in  the  direction  were  permitted  to  have  some 
ascendancy ;  and  that  a  proper  letter  was  prepared,  which  I  shall 
show  your  lordships,  demanding  from  Mr.  Hastings  an  exact 
account  of  all  the  bribes  that  he  had  received  ;  and  painting  to  him, 
in  colours  as  strong  at  least  as  those  I  use,  his  bribery,  his 
frauds,  and  peculations;  and,  what  does  them  great  honour  for 
that  moment,  they  particularly  direct  that  the  money  which  was 
taken  from  the  nabob  of  Oude,  should  be  carried  to  his  account. 

These  paragraphs  were  prepared  by  the  committee  of  correspond- 
ence, and,  as  I  understand,  approved  by  the  court  of  directors,  but 
never  were  sent  out  to  India.  However,  something  was  sent,  but 
miserably  weak  and  lame  of  its  kind;  and  Mr.  Hastings  never 
answered  it,  or  gave  them  any  explanation  whatever.  He  now, 
being  prepared  for  his  departure  from  Calcutta,  and  having 
finished  all  his  other  business,  went  up  to  Oude  upon  a  chase  in 
which  just  now  we  cannot  follow  him.  He  returned  in  great  disgust 
to  Calcutta,  and  soon  after  set  sail  for  England,  -n-ithout  ever  giving 
the  dii-ectors  one  word  of  the  explanation  which  he  had  so  often 
promised,  and  they  had  repeatedly  asked. 

^Ve  have  now  got  Mr.  Hastings  in  England,  where  you  will 
suppose  some  satisfactory  account  of  all  these  matters  would  be 
obtained  from  him.     One  would  suppose,   that  on  his  arrival  in 
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London  he  would  have  been  a  little  quickened  by  a  menace,  as  he 
expresses  it,  which  had  been  thrown  out  against  him  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  an  inquiry  would  be  made  into  his  conduct ;  and 
the  directors,  apprehensive  of  the  same  thing,  thought  it  good 
gently  to  insinuate  to  him  by  a  letter,  written  by  whom  and  how 
we  do  not  know,  that  he  ought  to  give  some  explanation  of  these 
accounts.  This  produced  a  letter,  which  I  believe  in  the  business 
of  the  whole  world  cannot  be  paralleled ;  not  even  himself  could  be 
his  parallel  in  this.  Never  did  inventive  folly,  working  upon 
conscious  guilt,  and  throwing  each  other  totally  in  confusion,  ever 
produce  such  a  false,  fraudulent,  prevaricating  letter  as  this,  which 
is  now  to  be  given  to  you. 

You  have  seen  him  at  Patna,  at  Calcutta,  in  the  country,  on  the 
Granges ;  now  you  see  him  at  the  waters  at  Cheltenham ;  and  you 
will  find  his  letter  from  that  place  to  comprehend  the  substance  of 
all  his  former  letters,  and  to  be  a  digest  of  all  the  falsity,  fraud, 
and  nonsense  contained  in  the  whole  of  them.  Here  it  is,  and 
your  lordships  will  suffer  it  to  be  read. 

I  must  beg  your  patience ;  I  must  acknowledge  that  it  has  been 
the  most  difficult  of  all  things  to  explain,  but  much  more  difficult 
to  make  pleasant  and  not  wearisome,  falsity  and  fraud  pursued 
through  all  its  artifices ;  and  therefore,  as  it  has  been  the  most 
painful  work  to  us  to  unravel  fraud  and  prevarication,  so  there  is 
nothing  that  more  calls  for  the  attention,  the  patience,  the  vigi- 
lance, and  the  scrutiny  of  an  exact  court  of  justice.  But  as  you 
have  already  had  almost  the  whole  of  the  man,  do  not  think  it  too 
much  to  hear  the  rest  in  this  letter  from  Cheltenham.  It  is  dated 
Cheltenham,  11th  of  July,  1785,  addressed  to  William  Devaynes, 
Esquire ' ;  and  it  begins  thus :  "  Sir, — -The  honourable  court  of 
directors,  in  their  general  letter  to  Bengal  by  the  '  Surprise,' 
dated  the  16th  of  March,  1784,  were  pleased  to  express  their 
desire  that  I  should  inform  them  of  the  periods  when  each  sum  of 
the  presents  mentioned  in  my  address  of  the  22nd  of  May,  1782, 
was  received ;  what  were  my  motives  for  withholding  the  several 
receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  what  were  my  reasons  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of 
these  sums,  and  for  paying  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  deposits, 
on  my  own  account."  I  wish  your  lordships  to  pause  a  moment. 
Here  is  a  letter  written  in  July,  1785;  you  see  that  from  the 
29th  of  December,  1780,  till  that  time,  during  which  interval, 
though  convinced  in  his  own  conscience,  and  though  he  had 
declared  his  own  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  giving  a  full  explana- 
tion of  these  money  transactions,  he  had  been  imposing  upon  the 

'  See  this  Letter  in  the  Appendix  to  8th  and  9th  Charges,  p.  266  of  this  Volume. 
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directors  false  and  prevaricating  accounts  of  them,  they  were  never 
able  to  obtain  a  full  disclosure  from  him. 

He  goes  on.  "  I  have  been  kindly  apprized  that  the  informa- 
tion required  as  above  is  yet  expected  from  me.  I  hope  that  the 
circumstances  of  my  past  situation,  when  considered,  will  plead  my 
excuse  for  having  thus  long  withheld  it.  The  fact  is,  that  I  was 
not  at  the  presidency  when  the  '  Surprise'  arrived ;  and  when  I 
returned  to  it,  my  time  and  attention  were  so  entirely  engrossed, 
to  the  day  of  my  final  departure  from  it,  by  a  variety  of  other  more 
important  occupations,  of  which,  sir,  I  may  safely  appeal  to  your 
testimony,  grounded  on  the  large  portion  contributed  by  myself  of 
the  volumes  which  compose  our  consultations  of  that  period." 

These  consultations,  my  lords,  to  which  he  appeals,  form  matter 
of  one  of  the  charges  that  the  commons  have  brought  against  Mr. 
Hastings;  namely,  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  ruin  certain  persons 
employed  in  subordinate  situations  under  him,  for  the  purpose,  by 
intruding  himself  into  their  place,  of  secretly  carrying  on  his  own 
transactions.  These  volumes  of  consultation  were  written  to 
justify  that  act.  He  next  says,  "  the  submission  which  my 
respect  would  have  enjoined  me  to  pay  to  the  command  imposed 
on  me,  was  lost  to  my  recollection,  perhaps  from  the  stronger 
impression,  which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it  had  left  on  my 
mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  reprehension  for  something 
which  had  given  offence  in  my  report  of  the  original  transaction, 
than  an  expression  of  any  want  of  a  further  elucidation  of  it." 
Permit  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  this  extraordinary  passage. 
A  letter  is  written  to  him,  containing  a  repetition  of  the  request, 
which  had  been  made  a  thousand  times  before,  and  with  which  he 
had  as  often  promised  to  comply.  And  here  he  says,  "  it  was  lost  to 
my  recollection."  Observe  his  memory ;  he  can  forget  the  com- 
mand, but  he  has  an  obscure  recollection  that  he  thought  it  a 
reprehension  rather  than  a  demand !  Now  a  reprehension  is  a 
stronger  mode  of  demand.  When  I  say  to  a  servant.  Why  have 
you  not  given  me  the  account,  which  I  have  so  often  asked  for  ? 
is  he  to  answer.  The  reason  I  have  not  given  it  is  because  I  thought 
you  were  railing  at  and  abusing  me  ?  He  goes  on.  "  I  will  now 
endeavour  to  reply  to  the  different  questions,  which  have  been 
stated  to  me,  in  as  explicit  a  manner  as  I  am  able  ;  to  such  inform- 
ation as  I  can  give,  the  honourable  court  is  fully  entitled;  and 
where  that  shall  prove  defective,  I  will  point  out  the  only  means 
by  which  it  may  be  rendered  more  complete."  In  order  that  your 
lordships  may  thoroughly  enter  into  the  spirit  of  this  letter,  I  must 
request  that  you  will  observe  how  handsomely  and  kindly  these 
tools  of  directors  have  expressed  themselves  to  him ;  and  that  even 
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their  baseness  and  subserviency  to  him  were  not  able  to  draw  from 
him  any  thing  that  could  be  satisfactory  to  his  enemies ;  for  as  to 
these  his  friends,  he  cares  but  little  about  satisfying  them,  though 
they  call  upon  him  in  consequence  of  his  own  promise :  and  this 
he  calls  a  reprehension.  They  thus  express  themselves :  "  Al- 
though it  is  not  our  intention  to  express  any  doubt  of  the  integrity 
of  the  governor-general ;  on  the  contrary,  after  having  received  the 
presents,  we  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  approbation  of  his  con- 
duct, in  bringing  them  to  the  credit  of  the  company,  yet  we  must 
confess  the  statement  of  those  transactions  appears  to  us  in  many 
points  so  unintelhgible,  that  we  feel  ourselves  under  the  necessity 
of  calling  on  the  governor-general  for  an  explanation,  agreeable  to 
his  promise,  voluntarily  made  to  us.  We  therefore  desire  to  be 
informed  of  the  different  periods  when  each  sum  was  received,  and 
what  were  the  governor-generaPs  motives  for  withholding  the  several 
receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council  and  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  what  were  his  reasons  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of 
these  sums,  and  paying  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  deposits 
upon  his  own  account."  Such  is  their  demand,  and  this  is  what 
his  memory  furnishes  as  nothing  but  a  reprehension.  He  then 
proceeds :  First,  "  I  believe  I  can  affirm  with  certainty  that  the 
several  sums  mentioned  in  the  account,  transmitted  with  my  letter 
above-mentioned,  were  received  at  or  within  a  very  few  days  of  the 
dates  which  are  affixed  to  them  in  the  account.  But  as  this 
contains  only  the  gross  sums,  and  each  of  these  was  received  in 
different  payments,  though  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  I  cannot 
therefore  assign  a  great  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  account."  Your 
lordships  see  that  after  all  he  declares  he  cannot  make  his  account 
accurate ;  he  further  adds,  "  Perhaps  the  honourable  court  will 
judge  this  sufficient ;"  that  is,  this  explanation,  namely,  that  he 
can  give  none  "  for  any  purpose  to  which  their  inquiry  was  directed ; 
but,  if  it  should  not  be  so,  I  will  beg  leave  to  refer,  for  a  more 
minute  information,  and  for  the  means  of  making  any  investigation 
which  they  may  think  it  proper  to  direct  respecting  the  particulars 
of  this  transaction,  to  Mr.  Larkins,  your  accountant-general,  who 
was  privy  to  every  process  of  it,  and  possessed,  as  I  believe,  the 
original  paper,  which  contained  the  only  account  that  I  ever  kept 
of  it." 

Here  is  a  man,  who  of  his  bribe  accounts  cannot  give  an 
account  in  the  country  where  they  are  carried  on.  When  you  call 
upon  him  in  Bengal,  he  cannot  give  the  account,  because  he  is  in 
Bengal ;  when  he  comes  to  England,  he  cannot  give  the  account 
here,  because  his  accounts  are  left  in  Bengal.  Again,  he  keeps  no 
accounts  himself,  but  his  accounts  are  in  Bengal,  in  the  hands  of 
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somebody  else ;  to  him  he  refers,  and  we  shall  see  what  that  re- 
ference produced.  "  In  this,  each  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect, 
specifically  inserted  with  the  name  of  the  person  by  whom  it  was 
made  ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him  to  desire  that  he  will  furnish  you 
with  the  paper  itself,  if  it  is  still  in  being,  and  in  his  hands,  or 
with  whatever  he  can  distinctly  recollect  concerning  it."  Here  are 
accounts  kept  for  the  company,  and  yet  he  does  not  know  whether 
they  are  in  existence  any  where.  "  For  my  motives  for  withhold- 
ing the  several  receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of 
the  court  of  directors,  and  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums, 
and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  on  my  own  account, 
I  have  generally  accounted  in  my  letter  to  the  honourable  the 
court  of  directors  of  the  22nd  of  May,  ]  782 ;  namely,  that  I  either 
chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  public  curiosity,  by  re- 
ceiving bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied 
design,  which  my  memory,  at  that  distance  of  time,  could  verify ; 
and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same 
means  with  the  rest.  It  would  not  be  expected  that  I  should  be 
able  to  give  a  more  correct  explanation  of  my  intentions,  after  a 
lapse  of  three  years,  having  declared  at  the  time  that  many  par- 
ticulars had  escaped  my  remembrance  :  neither  shall  I  attempt  to 
add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  of  the  facts  implied  in  that 
report  of  them,  and  such  inferences  as  necessarily,  or  with  a  strong 
probability  follow  them." 

You  have  heard  of  that  oriental  figure  called,  in  the  banyan 
language,  a  painche ;  in  English,  a  screw :  it  is  a  puzzled  and 
studied  involution  of  a  period,  framed  in  order  to  prevent  the 
discovery  of  truth,  and  the  detection  of  fraud;  and  surely  it 
cannot  be  better  exemphfied  than  in  this  sentence :  "  Neither  shall 
I  attempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  afiirmation  of  the  facts 
implied  in  that  report  of  them,  and  such  inferences  as  necessarily, 
or  with  a  strong  probabihty  follow  them."  Observe,  that  he  says, 
"  not  facts  stated,  but  facts  implied  in  the  report " — and  of  what 
was  this  to  be  a  report  I  Of  things,  which  the  directors  declared 
they  did  not  understand ;  and  then  the  inferences,  which  are  to 
follow  these  implied  facts,  are  to  follow  them— But  how  ?  With  a 
strong  probability.  If  you  have  a  mind  to  study  this  oriental  figure 
of  rhetoric,  the  ^afnc^e;  here  it  is  for  you  in  its  most  complete 
perfection.  No  rhetorician  ever  gave  an  example  of  any  figure  of 
oratory  that  can  match  this.  But  let  us  endeavour  to  unravel  the 
whole  passage.  First,  he  states  that,  in  May,  1782,  he  had  for- 
gotten his  motives  for  falsifying  the  company's  accounts ;  but  he 
affirms  the  facts  contained  in  the  report,  and  afterwards,  very 
rationally,  draws  such  inference^  as  necessarily,  or  with  a  strong 
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probability  follow  them.  And,  if  I  understand  it  at  all,  which 
God  knows  I  no  more  pretend  to  do  than  Don  Quixote  did  those 
sentences  of  lovers  in  romance  writers,  of  which  he  said  it  made 
him  run  mad  to  attempt  to  discover  the  meaning  ;,  the  inference  is. 
Why  do  you  call  upon  me  for  accounts  now,  three  years  after  the 
time  when  I  could  not  give  you  them  2  I  cannot  give  them  you ; 
and,  as  to  the  papers  relating  to  them,  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
exist :  and  if  they  do,  perhaps  you  may  learn  something  from 
them  :  perhaps  you  may  not :  I  will  write  to  Mr.  Larkins  for  those 
papers,  if  you  please.  Now,  comparing  this  with  his  other  ac- 
counts, you  will  see  what  a  monstrous  scheme  he  has  laid  of  fraud 
and  concealment  to  cover  his  peculation.  He  tells  them,  "  I  have 
said,  that  the  three  first  sums  of  the  account  were  paid  into  the 
company's  treasury,  without  passing  through  my  hands.  The 
second  of  these  was  forced  into  notice  by  its  destination  and  ap- 
plication to  the  expense  of  a  detachment,  which  was  formed  and 
employed  against  Mahdajee  Scindia,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Camac,  as  I  particularly  apprized  the  court  of 
directors  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  December,  1780."  He  does 
not  yet  tell  the  directors  from  whom  he  received  it ;  we  have  found 
it  out  by  other  collateral  means.  "  The  other  two  were  certainly 
not  intended,  when  I  received  them,  to  be  made  public,  though 
intended  for  public  service,  and  actually  applied  to  it.  The 
exigencies  of  government  were  at  that  time  my  own,  and  every 
pressure  upon  it  rested  with  its  full  weight  upon  my  mind. 
Wherever  I  could  find  allowable  means  of  relieving  those  wants, 
I  eagerly  seized  them."  Allowable  means  of  receiving  bribes ! 
for  such  I  shall  prove  them  to  be  in  the  particular  instances. 
"  But  neither  could  it  occur  to  me  as  necessary  to  state  on  our 
proceedings  every  little  aid  that  I  could  thus  procure,  nor  do  I 
know  how  I  could  have  stated  it,  without  appearing  to  court 
favour  by  an  ostentation  which  I  disdained,  nor  without  the  chance 
of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues  by  the  constructive  asser- 
tion of  a  separate  and  unparticipated  merit,  derived  from  the 
influence  of  my  station,  to  which  they  might  have  had  an  equal 
claim." 

Now  we  see  that,  after  hammering  his  brains  for  many  years, 
he  does  find  out  his  motive,  which  he  could  not  verify  at  the  time  ; 
namely,  that  if  he  let  his  colleagues  know  that  he  was  receiving 
bribes,  and  gaining  the  glory  of  receiving  them,  they  might  take 
it  into  their  heads  likewise  to  have  their  share  in  the  same  glory, 
as  they  were  joined  in  the  same  commission,  enjoyed  the  same 
powers,  and  were  subject  to  the  same  restrictions.  It  was,  in- 
deed, scandalous  in  Mr.  Hastings,  not  behaving  like  a  good  fair 
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colleague  in  office,  not  to  let  them  know  that  he  was  going  on  in 
this  career  of  receiving  bribes,  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  share 
in  the  glory  of  it ;  but  they  were  grovelling  creatures,  who  thought 
that  keeping  clean  hands  was  some  virtue.  Well,  but  you  have 
apphed  some  of  these  bribes  to  your  own  benefit :  why  did  you 
give  no  account  of  those  bribes  ?  I  did  not,  he  says,  because  it 
might  have  excited  the  envy  of  my  colleagues.  To  be  sure,  if  he 
was  receiving  bribes  for  his  own  benefit,  and  they  not  receiving 
such  bribes,  and  if  t'hey  had  a  liking  to  that  kind  of  traffic,  it  is  a 
good  ground  of  envy,  that  a  matter,  which  ought  to  be  in  common 
among  them,  should  be  confined  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  therefore 
did  well  to  conceal  it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  suppose  him 
to  have  taken  them,  as  he  pretends,  for  the  company's  use,  in 
order  not  to  excite  a  jealousy  in  his  colleagues  for  being  left  out 
of  this  meritorious  service,  to  which  they  had  an  equal  claim,  he 
did  well  to  take  bonds  for  what  oughtto  be  brought  to  the  com- 
pany's accounts.  These  are  reasons  applicable  to  his  colleagues, 
who  sat  vdth  him  at  the  same  board  :  JNIr.  Macpherson,  Mr.  Sta- 
bles, Mr.  Wheler,  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr. 
Francis :  he  was  afraid  of  exciting  their  envy  or  their  jealousy. 
You  will  next  see  another  reason,  and  an  extraordinary  one 
it  is,  which  he  gives  for  concealing  these  bribes  from  his  in- 
feriors. 

But  I  must  first  teU  your  lordships  what,  till  the  proof  is  brought 
before  you,  you  will  take  on  credit — indeed  it  is  on  his  credit,  that 
when  he  formed  the  committee  of  revenue,  he  bound  them  by  a 
solemn  oath,  "  not,  under  any  name  or  pretence  whatever,  to  take 
from  any  zemindar,  farmer,  person  concerned  in  the  revenue,  or 
any  other,  any  gift,  gratuity,  allowance  or  reward  whatever,  or 
any  thing  beyond  their  salary ;"  and  this  is  the  oath  to  which  he 
alludes.  Now  his  reason  for  concealing  his  bribes  from  his  infe- 
riors, this  committee,  under  these  false  and  fraudulent  bonds,  he 
states  thus :  "  I  should  have  deemed  it  particularly  dishonourable 
to  receive  for  my  own  use,  money  tendered  by  a  certain  class,  from 
whom  I  had  mt«rdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my  inferiors, 
and  bound  them,  by  oath,  not  to  receive  them  :  I  was,  therefore, 
more  tlian  ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  it,  which 
would  scarcely  have  failed  to  light  upon  me,  had  I  suffered  the 
money  to  be  brought  to  my  own  house,  or  that  of  any  person 
known  to  be  in  trust  for  me."  My  lords,  here  he  comes  before 
you,  avowing  that  he  knew  the  practice  of  taking  money  from 
these  people  was  a  thing  dishonourable  in  itself.  "  I  should  have 
deemed  it  particularly  dishonourable  to  receive,  for  my  own  use, 
money  tendered  by  men  of  a  certain  class,  from  whom  I  had  in- 
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terdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my  inferiors,  and  bound  them, 
by  oath,  not  to  receive  them."  He  held  it  particularly  dishonour- 
able to  receive  them ;  he  had  bound  others  by  an  oath  not  to 
receive  them:  but  he  received  them  himself;  and  why  does  he 
conceal  it  ?  Why ;  because,  says  he,  if  the  suspicion  came  upon 
me,  the  dishonour  would  fall  upon  my  pate.  Why  did  he,  by  an 
oath,  bind  his  inferiors  not  to  take  these  bribes  ?  Why,  because 
it  was  base  and  dishonourable  so  to  do  ;  and  because  it  would  be 
mischievous  and  ruinous  to  the  company's  affairs  to  suffer  them  to 
take  bribes.  Why,  then,  did  he  take  them  himself?  It  was  ten 
times  more  ruinous  that  he,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  company's 
government,  and  had  bound  up  others  so  strictly,  should  practise 
the  same  himself;  and,  therefore,  says  he,  "I  was  more  than 
ordinarily  cautious." — What !  To  avoid  it  1  No  ;  to  carry  it  on 
in  so  clandestine  and  private  a  manner,  as  might  secure  me  from 
the  suspicion  of  that  which  I  know  to  be  detestable,  and  bound 
others  up  from  practising. 

We  shall  prove,  that  the  kind  of  men  from  whom  he  interdicted 
his  committee  to  receive  bribes,  were  the  identical  men  from  whom 
he  received  them  himself.  If  it  was  good  for  him,  it  was  good  for 
them  to  be  permitted  these  means  of  extorting ;  and,  if  it  ought  at 
all  to  be  practised,  they  ought  to  be  admitted  to  extort  for  the 
good  of  the  company.  Rajah  Nobkissen  was  one  of  the  men  from 
whom  he  interdicted  them  to  receive  bribes,  and  from  whom  he 
received  a  bribe  for  his  own  use.  But  he  says  he  concealed  it  from 
them,  because  he  thought  great  mischief  might  happen  even  from 
their  suspicion  of  it,  and  lest  they  should  thereby  be  inclined  them- 
selves to  practise  it,  and  to  break  their  oaths. 

You  take  it  then  for  granted  that  he  really  concealed  it  from 
them.  No  such  thing;  his  principal  confidant  in  receiving  these 
bribes  was  Mr.  Crofts,  who  was  a  principal  person  in  this  board  of 
revenue,  and  whom  he  had  made  to  swear  not  to  take  bribes  ;  he 
is  the  confidant,  and  the  very  receiver,  as  we  shall  prove  to  your 
lordships.  What  will  your  lordships  think  of  his  affirming,  and 
averring  a  direct  falsehood,  that  he  did  it  to  conceal  it  from  these 
men,  when  one  of  them  was  his  principal  confidant  and  agent  in 
the  transaction  ?  What  will  you  think  of  his  being  more  than 
ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  it  1  He  ought  to  have 
avoided  the  crime,  and  the  suspicion  would  take  care  of  itself. 
"  For  these  reasons,"  he  says,  "  I  caused  it  to  be  transported 
immediately  to  the  treasury.  There  I  well  knew,  sir,  it  could  not 
be  received,  without  being  passed  to  some  credit,  and  this  could 
only  be  done  by  entering  it  as  a  loan,  or  as  a  deposit.  The  first 
was  the  least  hable  to  reflection ;  and  therefore  I  had  obviously 
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recourse  to  it.  Why  the  second  sum  was  intended  as  a  deposit,  I 
am  utterly  ignorant.  Possibly  it  was  done  without  any  special 
direction  from  me  ;  possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest  mode  of 
entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transaction  itself  did  not 
require  concealment,  having  been  already  avowed."  My  lords,  in 
fact,  every  word  of  this  is  either  false  or  groundless:  it  is  com- 
pletely fallacious  in  every  part.  The  first  sum,  he  says,  was 
entered  as  a  loan ;  the  second  as  a  deposit.  Why  was  this  done  ? 
Because,  when  you  enter  monies  of  this  kind,  you  must  enter  them 
under  some  name,  some  head  of  account ;  and  I  entered  them,  he 
says,  under  these,  because  otherwise  there  was  no  entering  them  at 
all.  Is  this  true  ?  Will  he  stick  to  this  ?  I  shall  desire  to  know 
from  his  learned  counsel,  some  time  or  other,  whether  that  is  a 
point  he  will  take  issue  upon.  Your  lordships  will  see  there  were 
other  bribes  of  his,  which  he  brought  under  a  regular  official  head, 
namely,  durbar  charges ;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
have  brought  these  under  the  same  head.  Therefore  what  he  says, 
that  there  is  no  other  way  of  entering  them  but  as  loans  and 
deposits,  is  not  true.  He  next  says,  that  in  the  second  sum  there 
was  no  reason  for  concealment,  because  it  was  avowed  :  but  that 
false  deposit  was  as  much  concealment  as  the  false  loan,  for  he 
entered  that  money  as  his  own  ;  whereas  when  he  had  a  mind  to 
carry  any  money  to  the  company's  account,  he  knew  how  to  do  it, 
for  he  had  been  accustomed  to  enter  it  under  a  general  name, 
called  durbar  charges ;  a  name  which,  in  its  extent  at  least,  was 
very  much  his  own  invention,  and  which,  as  he  gives  no  account  of 
those  charges,  is  as  large  and  sufficient  to  cover  any  fraudulent 
expenditure  in  the  account  as,  one  would  think,  any  person  could 
wish.  You  see  him,  then,  first  guessing  one  thing,  then  another ; 
first  giving  this  reason,  then  another  :  at  last,  however,  he  seems 
to  be  satisfied  that  he  has  hit  upon  the  true  reason  of  his  conduct. 
Now  let  us  open  the  next  paragraph,  and  see  what  it  is. 
"  Although  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  these  were  my  sentiments 
on  the  occasion,  yet  I  will  not  affirm  that  they  were.  Though  I 
feel  their  impression  as  the  remams  of  a  series  of  thoughts  retained 
on  my  memory,  I  am  not  certain  that  they  may  not  have  been  pro- 
duced by  subsequent  reflection  on  the  principal  fact,  combining 
with  it  the  probable  motives  of  it.  Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  it 
was  my  design  originally  to  have  concealed  the  receipt  of  all  the 
sums,  except  the  second,  even  from  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of 
directors.  They  had  answered  my  purpose  of  pubUc  utility,  and  I 
had  almost  dismissed  them  from  my  remembrance."  My  lords, 
you  will  observe  in  this  most  astonishing  account,  which  he  gives 
here,  that  several  of  these  sums  he  meant  to  conceal  for  ever,  even 
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from  the  knowledge  of  the  directors.  Look  back  to  his  letter  of 
22nd  May,  1782,  and  his  letter  of  the  16th  of  December,  and  in 
them  he  tells  you,  that  he  might  have  concealed  them,  but  that  he 
was  resolved  not  to  conceal  them :  that  he  thought  it  highly  dis- 
honourable so  to  do  ;  that  his  conscience  would  have  been  wounded, 
if  he  had  done  it ;  and  that  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  thought  that 
this  discovery  was  brought  from  him  in  consequence  of  the  parlia- 
mentary inquiries.  Here  he  says  of  a  discovery,  which  he  values 
himself  upon  making  voluntarily,  that  he  is  afraid  it  should  be 
attributed  to  arise  from  motives  of  fear.  Now,  at  last,  he  tells  you, 
from  Cheltenham,  at  a  time  when  he  had  just  cause  to  dread  the 
strict  account  to  which  he  is  called  this  day :  first,  that  he  cannot 
tell  whether  any  one  motive  which  he  assigns,  either  in  this  letter 
or  in  the  former,  were  his  real  motive  or  not ;  that  he  does  not 
know  whether  he  has  not  invented  them  since,  in  consequence  of  a 
train  of  meditation,  upon  what  he  might  have  done,  or  might  have 
said ;  and,  lastly,  he  says,  contrary  to  all  his  former  declarations, 
"  that  he  had  never  meant  nor  could  give  the  directors  the  least 
notice  of  them  at  all,  as  they  had  answered  his  purpose,  and  he  had 
dismissed  them  from  his  remembrance.'"  I  intended,  he  says, 
always  to  keep  them  secret,  though  I  have  declared  to  you 
solemnly,  over  and  over  again,  that  I  did  not.  I  do  not  care  how 
you  discovered  them ;  I  have  forgotten  them ;  I  have  dismissed 
them  from  my  remembrance.  Is  this  the  way  in  which  money  is 
to  be  received  and  accounted  for  1 

He  then  proceeds  thus:  "But  when  fortune  threw  a  sum  of 
money  in  my  way  of  a  magnitude  which  could  not  be  concealed, 
and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  situation  at  the  time  I  received  it 
made  me  more  circumspect  of  appearances,  I  chose  to  apprize  my 
employers  of  it,  which  I  did  hastily  and  generally  :  hastily,  perhaps, 
to  prevent  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  secret  calumny  ;  and  gene- 
rally, because  I  knew  not  the  exact  amount  of  which  I  was  in  the 
receipt,  but  not  in  the  fuU  possession.  I  promised  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  result  as  soon  as  I  should  be  in  possession  of  it ; 
and,  in  the  performance  of  my  promise,  I  thought  it  consistent  with 
it  to  add  to  the  amount  all  the  former  appropriations  of  the  same 
kind ;  my  good  genius  then  suggesting  to  me,  with  a  spirit  of 
caution  which  might  have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  this  apology, 
had  I  universally  attended  to  it,  that  if  I  had  suppressed  them,  and 
they  were  afterwards  known,  I  might  be  asked,  what  were  my 
motives  for  withholding  a  part  of  these  receipts  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  court  of  directors,  and  informing  them  of  the  rest,  it  being 
my  wish  to  clear  up  every  doubt."  I  am  almost  ashamed  to 
remark   upon    the  tergiversations    and   prevarications  perpetually 
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ringing  the  changes  in  this  declaration.  He  would  not  have  dis- 
covered this  hundred  thousand  pounds,  if  he  could  have  concealed 
it :  he  would  have  discovered  it,  lest  malicious  persons  should  he 
teUing  tales  of  it.  He  has  a  system  of  concealment ;  he  never  dis- 
covers any  thing,  but  when  he  thinks  it  can  be  forced  from  him. 
He  says,  indeed,  I  could  conceal  these  things  for  ever,  but  my  con- 
science would  not  give  me  leave :  but  it  is  guilt,  and  not  honesty  of 
conscience,  that  always  prompts  him.  At  one  time  it  is  the  malice 
of  people  and  the  fear  of  misrepresentation,  which  induced  him  to 
make  the  disclosure  ;  and  he  values  himself  on  the  precaution 
which  this  fear  had  suggested  to  him.  At  another  time  it  is  the 
magnitude  of  the  sum  which  produced  this  effect :  nothing  but  the 
impossibility  of  concealing  it  could  possibly  have  made  him  discover 
it.  This  hundred  thousand  pounds  he  declares  he  would  have  con- 
cealed, if  he  could,  and  yet  he  values  himself  upon  the  discovery  of 
it.  Oh,  my  lords,  I  am  afraid  that  sums  of  much  greater  magni- 
tude have  not  been  discovered  at  aU.  Your  lordships  now  see 
some  of  the  artifices  of  this  letter.  You  see  the  variety  of  styles 
he  adopts,  and  how  he  turns  himself  into  every  shape,  and  every 
form.  But,  after  all,  do  you  find  any  clear  discovery  I  do  you  find 
any  satisfactory  answer  to  the  directors'  letter !  does  he  once  tell 
you  from  whom  he  received  the  money  ?  does  he  tell  you  for  what 
he  received  it?  what  the  circumstances  of  the  persons  giving  it 
were,  or  any  explanation  whatever  of  his  mode  of  accounting  for  it  ? 
No  ;  and  here,  at  last,  after  so  many  years'  litigation,  he  is  called 
to  account  for  his  prevaricating  false  accounts  in  Calcutta,  and 
cannot  give  them  to  you. 

His  explanation  of  his  conduct  relative  to  the  bounds,  now  only 
remains  for  your  lordships'  consideration.  Before  he  left  Calcutta, 
in  July,  1784,  he  says,  when  he  was  going  upon  a  service,  which 
he  thought  a  service  of  danger,  he  indorsed  the  false  bonds  which 
he  had  taken  from  the  company,  declaring  them  to  be  none  of  his. 
You  will  observe,  that  these  bonds  had  been  in  his  hands  from 
the  9th  or  15th  of  January  (I  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  exact 
date)  to  the  day  when  he  went  upon  this  service,  some  time  in  the 
month  of  July,  1784.  This  service  he  had  formerly  declared  he 
did  not  apprehend  to  be  a  service  of  danger  ;  but  he  found  it  to  be 
so  after :  it  was  in  anticipation  of  that  danger  that  he  made  this 
attestation  and  certificate  upon  the  bonds.  But  who  ever  saw 
them?  Mr.  Larkins  saw  them,  says  he  :  I  gave  them  Mr.  Larkins. 
We  will  show  you  hereafter  that  Mr.  Larkins  deserves  no  credit  in 
this  business  ;  that  honour  binds  him  not  to  discover  the  secrets 
of  Mr.  Hastings.  But  why  did  he  not  dehver  them  up  entirely, 
when  he  was  going  upon  that  service  ?  for  all  pretence  of  conceal- 
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ment  in  the  business  was  now  at  an  end,  as  we  shall  prove.  Why 
did  he  not  cancel  these  bonds !  why  keep  them  at  all  2  why  not 
enter  truly  the  state  of  the  account  in  the  company's  records  ?  But 
I  indorsed  them,  he  says :  did  you  deliver  them  so  indorsed  in  to 
the  treasury  2  No,  I  delivered  them  indorsed  into  the  hands 
of  my  bribe-broker  and  agent.  But  why  not  destroy  them,  or 
give  them  up  to  the  company,  and  say  you  were  paid,  which  would 
have  been  the  only  truth  in  this  transaction?  Why  did  you 
not  indorse  them  before  2  why  not  during  the  long  period  of 
so  many  years,  cancel  them  2  No,  he  kept  them  to  the  very 
day  when  he  was  going  from  Calcutta,  and  had  made  a  declaration 
that  they  were  not  his.  Never  before,  upon  any  account,  had  they 
appeared ;  and  though  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  the  eleventh  report,  had  remarked  upon  all  these  scandalous 
proceedings  and  prevarications,  yet  he  was  not  stimulated,  even 
then,  to  give  up  these  bonds.  He  held  them  in  his  hands,  till  the 
time  when  he  was  preparing  for  his  departure  from  Calcutta, 
in  spite  of  the  directors,  in  spite  of  the  parliament,  in  spite  of  the 
cries  of  his  own  conscience,  in  a  matter  which  was  now  grown 
public,  and  would  knock  doubly  upon  his  reputation  and  conduct. 
He  then  declares  they  are  not  for  his  own  use,  but  for  the  com- 
pany''s  service.  But  were  they  then  cancelled  2  I  do  not  find 
a  trace  of  their  being  cancelled.  In  this  letter  of  the  17th  of 
January,  1785,  he  says,  "with  regard  to  these  bonds  :  the  follow- 
ing sums  were  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  bonds  granted  for  thfe 
same  in  the  name  of  the  governor-general,  in  whose  possession  the 
bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon  each,  indorsed  and  signed 
by  him,  that  he  has  no  claim  on  the  company  for  the  amount  either 
of  principal  or  interest,  no  part  of  the  latter  having  been  received." 
To  the  account  of  the  22nd  of  May,  of  the  indorsement,  is 
added  the  declaration  upon  oath.  But  why  any  man  need  to 
declare  upon  oath,  that  the  money  which  he  has  fraudulently  taken 
and  concealed  from  another  person  is  not  his,  is  the  most  extra- 
ordinary thing  in  the  world :  if  he  had  a  mind  to  have  it  placed 
to  his  credit  as  his  own,  then  an  oath  would  be  necessary :  but, 
in  this  case,  any  one  would  believe  him  upon  his  word.  He 
comes,  however,  and  says,  this  is  indorsed  upon  oath.  Oath ! 
before  what  magistrate  2  In  whose  possession  were  the  bonds  ? 
were  they  given  up  ?  There  is  no  trace  of  that  upon  the  record, 
and  it  stands  for  him  to  prove  that  they  were  ever  given  up, 
and  in  any  hands  but  Mr.  Larkins's  and  his  own.  So  here  are 
the  bonds,  began  in  obscurity  and  ending  in  obscurity,  ashes  to 
ashes,  dust  to  dust,  corruption  to  corruption,  and  fraud  to  fraud. 
This  is  all  we  see  of  these  bonds,  till  Mr.  Larkins,  to  whom  he 
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writes   some   letter   concerning   them,  which  does  not  appear,  is 
called  to  read  a  funeral  sermon  over  them. 

My  lords,  I  am  come  now  near  the  period  of  this  class  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  bribes.  I  am  a  little  exhausted.  There  are  many 
circumstances  that  might  make  me  wish  not  to  delay  this  business 
by  taking  up  another  day  at  your  lordships'  bar,  in  order  to  go 
through  this  long  intricate  scene  of  corruption.  But  my  strength 
now  faUs  me.  I  hope  within  a  very  short  time,  to-morrow  or  the 
next  court  day,  to  finish  it,  and  to  go  directly  into  evidence,  as  I 
long  much  to  do,  to  substantiate  the  charge ;  but  it  was  necessary 
that  the  evidence  should  be  explained.  You  have  heard  as  much 
of  the  drama  as  I  could  go  through ;  bear  with  my  weakness  a 
little.  Mr.  Larkins's  letter  will  be  the  epilogue  to  it.  I  have 
already  incurred  the  censure  of  the  prisoner  ;  I  mean  to  increase  it 
by  bringing  home  to  him  the  proof  of  his  crimes,  and  to  display 
them  in  all  their  force  and  turpitude.  It  is  my  duty  to  do  it ;  I 
feel  it  an  obligation  nearest  to  my  heart. 
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